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The Intriguing World of The Mayor of Casterbridge Characters

the mayor of casterbridge characters are a fascinating study in human complexity and moral ambiguity.
Thomas Hardy’s novel, set against the backdrop of a 19th-century rural English town, brings to life a cast of
characters whose choices, flaws, and virtues intertwine to create a rich tapestry of drama and redemption.
Exploring these characters reveals not only the intricacies of the narrative but also Hardy’s keen insight
into human nature, social expectations, and the consequences of past actions.

Understanding the personalities and motivations of the mayor of casterbridge characters deepens our
appreciation for the novel's themes and Hardy’s storytelling craft. Let’s delve into the key figures of this
classic work and unpack what makes them memorable and impactful.

Major Characters in The Mayor of Casterbridge

When discussing the mayor of casterbridge characters, it’s essential to start with the central figures who
drive the plot and embody the novel’s core conflicts.

Michael Henchard: The Tragic Protagonist

Michael Henchard is undoubtedly the heart of the story. A man marked by a troubled past and an
impulsive nature, Henchard’s character arc is one of rise, fall, and an attempt at redemption. Early in the
novel, Henchard’s fateful decision to sell his wife and daughter in a moment of drunkenness sets the stage
for all the turmoil that follows.

Henchard’s personality is complex: he is proud, stubborn, passionate, and often unforgiving. His struggle
with guilt, pride, and the need for control makes him a deeply human and relatable character. Throughout
the novel, readers witness his efforts to overcome past mistakes, yet his flaws often sabotage his progress,
leading to tragic consequences.

Elizabeth-Jane: The Symbol of Innocence and Hope

Elizabeth-Jane is Henchard’s daughter, though for much of the story, her true parentage is unknown to
her. She represents innocence, kindness, and the possibility of a fresh start. Her relationship with Henchard
is poignant, marked by her unwavering loyalty despite his shortcomings.



Elizabeth-Jane’s character brings a sense of hope and redemption to the narrative. Her gentle nature
contrasts with Henchard’s fiery temperament, and through her, Hardy explores themes of forgiveness and
moral integrity.

Farfrae: The Ambitious Rival

Donald Farfrae is a young Scotsman whose arrival in Casterbridge sets him on a collision course with
Henchard. Charismatic and practical, Farfrae embodies modernity and progress. He quickly wins the town’s
favor with his business acumen and affable personality.

Farfrae’s success and popularity highlight Henchard’s declining fortunes, creating a dynamic of rivalry and
jealousy. Unlike Henchard, Farfrae is forgiving and optimistic, offering a foil that emphasizes the
protagonist’s tragic flaws.

Lucetta Templeman: The Complicated Love Interest

Lucetta is a captivating and somewhat enigmatic figure in the story. She shares a complicated history with
Henchard, filled with misunderstandings and social scandal. Lucetta’s character brings tension and intrigue
to the plot as her past threatens to unravel Henchard’s carefully rebuilt life.

Her presence introduces themes of reputation, love, and societal judgment, illustrating how personal
histories can impact public standing in a tightly knit community like Casterbridge.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

While the main characters dominate the storyline, the supporting cast also plays vital roles in enriching the
narrative and highlighting key themes.

Jopp: The Comic Relief and Henchard’s Loyal Servant

Jopp is Henchard’s servant and acts as a source of humor and loyalty throughout the novel. Despite his
lower social status, Jopp’s observations and actions offer insights into the social dynamics of Casterbridge. His
steadfastness contrasts with the volatility of other characters, making him a grounding presence.



Lucetta’s Aunt: A Figure of Social Constraint

The aunt’s disapproval and concern about Lucetta’s past represent the rigid social norms of the time. Her
role underscores the importance of reputation and the consequences of scandal, which are recurring themes
in Hardy’s portrayal of provincial life.

Thematic Insights Through The Mayor of Casterbridge
Characters

The richness of the mayor of casterbridge characters lies not just in their individual personalities but in
how they collectively explore profound themes such as fate, identity, and social mobility.

The Burden of Past Actions

One of the most striking aspects of the characters is how their histories shape their present lives.
Henchard’s impulsive act of selling his wife haunts him, dictating much of his behavior and relationships.
Lucetta’s past similarly threatens her future happiness. Through these characters, Hardy illustrates how the
past can cast long shadows, influencing choices and social standing.

Pride and Its Consequences

Pride is a central trait for many characters, especially Henchard. His stubbornness and refusal to forgive
others or seek forgiveness lead to his downfall. Conversely, Farfrae’s humility and adaptability allow him to
succeed. This contrast highlights the dangers of excessive pride and the value of flexibility in human
affairs.

Social Change and Progress

The rivalry between Henchard and Farfrae also reflects broader societal shifts. Henchard represents the old
ways—rough, emotional, and tied to tradition—while Farfrae symbolizes new ideas, efficiency, and
modernization. This tension mirrors the real changes in Victorian England and adds depth to the characters’
conflicts.



Tips for Readers Exploring The Mayor of Casterbridge Characters

For those diving into Hardy’s novel, paying close attention to the characters’ motivations, backgrounds, and
interactions enriches the reading experience. Here are some tips to appreciate these characters fully:

Analyze Character Development: Track how characters change or remain static throughout the
novel, especially Henchard’s journey from pride to humility.

Consider Historical Context: Understanding Victorian social norms helps explain the characters’
actions and societal pressures.

Reflect on Symbolism: Characters often symbolize broader themes like fate or social progress, so look
for deeper meanings beyond their immediate roles.

Compare Relationships: The dynamics between characters such as Henchard and Elizabeth-Jane or
Henchard and Farfrae reveal much about human nature and conflict.

Exploring the mayor of casterbridge characters through these lenses allows readers to appreciate Hardy’s
craftsmanship and the enduring relevance of his themes.

The characters of The Mayor of Casterbridge remain compelling because they embody universal human
struggles—love, pride, regret, and the quest for redemption. Hardy’s nuanced portrayal ensures that these
figures resonate with readers across generations, offering timeless insights into the complexities of life and
society.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main character in 'The Mayor of Casterbridge'?
The main character in 'The Mayor of Casterbridge' is Michael Henchard, a man whose impulsive decisions
shape his tragic life.

What role does Susan Henchard play in the story?
Susan Henchard is Michael Henchard's wife, whose return after many years creates significant conflict and
drives much of the plot.



How is Elizabeth-Jane portrayed in the novel?
Elizabeth-Jane is portrayed as a kind-hearted and resilient young woman, believed to be Michael
Henchard's daughter, who seeks to build a better life despite her troubled past.

What is the significance of Donald Farfrae as a character?
Donald Farfrae is a charismatic and intelligent Scotsman who becomes Henchard's business rival and
eventually surpasses him, symbolizing change and progress.

How does the character of Lucetta Templeman influence the story?
Lucetta Templeman is a complex character whose romantic involvement with Michael Henchard leads to
dramatic consequences and highlights themes of pride and redemption.

Additional Resources

The Mayor of Casterbridge Characters: An In-Depth Analysis of
Thomas Hardy’s Complex Cast

the mayor of casterbridge characters form the backbone of Thomas Hardy’s 1886 novel, weaving a rich
tapestry of human emotions, moral dilemmas, and social dynamics. Set in the fictitious town of Casterbridge,
the novel explores themes of fate, redemption, pride, and regret through a deeply intertwined network of
characters. This article delves into the primary and secondary characters of *The Mayor of Casterbridge*,
examining their traits, motivations, and relationships, while highlighting the novel’s enduring relevance in
literary circles and its significance in Victorian literature.

Understanding the Core Characters of The Mayor of Casterbridge

Hardy’s novel is renowned for its complex characters who embody the struggles of individuals against
their circumstances and inner flaws. The *mayor of casterbridge characters* are not mere archetypes; they
represent nuanced human beings shaped by their past actions and social environments.

Michael Henchard: The Tragic Protagonist

At the heart of the narrative lies Michael Henchard, the eponymous Mayor of Casterbridge. Henchard is a



man marked by his impulsive nature, pride, and a profound sense of guilt. Early in the story, his decision
to sell his wife and daughter in a moment of drunken rage sets the tragic tone of the novel. His character
arc is a study in personal downfall and attempted redemption. Henchard’s rise to prominence as a respected
businessman and mayor contrasts sharply with his internal torment and eventual ruin.

Henchard’s complexity is what makes him a standout figure in Victorian literature. His flaws are palpable: a
volatile temper, stubborn pride, and a tendency toward self-isolation. Yet, Hardy also imbues him with
vulnerability, making him a sympathetic figure despite his mistakes. This duality is key to understanding
Henchard’s role in driving the narrative forward.

Elizabeth-Jane Newson: The Embodiment of Innocence and Forgiveness

Elizabeth-Jane, Henchard’s daughter, represents purity and moral integrity in the novel. Raised by Susan,
the woman Henchard sold Elizabeth-Jane to, she grows up unaware of her parentage. Her character
contrasts sharply with Henchard’s turbulent disposition, symbolizing hope and renewal.

Her relationship with Henchard evolves from estrangement to cautious reconciliation, embodying themes
of forgiveness and second chances. Elizabeth-Jane’s steadfastness and kindness provide a moral anchor in the
story, often highlighting Henchard’s flaws by comparison.

Susan Henchard: The Silent Victim

Susan, Henchard’s wife, is a character marked by endurance and quiet suffering. Sold by Henchard during
his drunken episode, she later returns as a figure of stability but also of betrayal, as she marries another
man. Susan’s role, though less prominent than Henchard’s or Elizabeth-Jane’s, is crucial in understanding
the social constraints and gender dynamics of the period.

Her character reflects the limited agency of women in Victorian society, often subjected to the decisions of
men. Susan’s resilience in the face of hardship adds to the novel’s exploration of human perseverance.

Farfrae: The Foil and Successor

Donald Farfrae emerges as a vital character who contrasts with Henchard in temperament and fortune.
Representing modernity, innovation, and optimism, Farfrae’s arrival in Casterbridge challenges Henchard’s
established dominance. Where Henchard is impulsive and prideful, Farfrae is calm, pragmatic, and
forward-thinking.

The rivalry between Henchard and Farfrae is central to the narrative, illustrating the clash between old



and new social orders. Farfrae’s eventual rise to prominence serves as a commentary on change, progress,
and the inevitability of time.

Secondary Characters and Their Roles in the Narrative

While the main characters drive the plot, the supporting cast enriches the story’s texture, reflecting the
social milieu of Casterbridge.

Lucetta Templeman: Catalyst of Conflict

Lucetta is a sophisticated and somewhat enigmatic figure whose past connections to Henchard complicate
his life further. Her relationship with both Henchard and Farfrae introduces elements of romance, jealousy,
and social scandal. Lucetta’s character adds layers of intrigue and tension, emphasizing themes of reputation
and social standing.

Jopp and Newson: The Townsfolk’s Perspectives

Characters like Jopp, the auctioneer, and Newson, Elizabeth-Jane’s adoptive father, represent the everyday
citizens of Casterbridge. They provide insight into the community’s values and reactions to the unfolding
drama. Their interactions with the main characters help ground the narrative in a realistic social context.

Character Dynamics and Their Impact on the Novel’s Themes

The interplay between *the mayor of casterbridge characters* is essential for understanding the novel’s
exploration of fate, identity, and morality. Hardy masterfully uses character relationships to reflect broader
societal tensions.

Henchard and Farfrae’s Rivalry: This represents the conflict between traditionalism and progress,
highlighting the inevitability of change.

Henchard and Elizabeth-Jane: Their evolving father-daughter relationship underscores themes of
forgiveness and redemption.

Lucetta’s Influence: Her presence introduces moral ambiguity and complicates social perceptions.



These dynamics not only advance the plot but also invite readers to reflect on the complexity of human
nature and the consequences of personal choices.

The Mayor of Casterbridge Characters in Literary Context

Hardy’s characters stand out for their psychological depth and realism, which was innovative for Victorian
literature. Unlike many contemporaneous works that leaned toward idealized figures, *The Mayor of
Casterbridge* presents flawed, multifaceted individuals.

Comparative studies often position Henchard alongside Shakespearean tragic heroes due to his fatal flaws
and downfall. Moreover, Elizabeth-Jane’s role as a moral compass is reminiscent of characters in Hardy’s
other works, such as Tess in *Tess of the d’Urbervilles*, highlighting Hardy’s recurring interest in
innocence and social judgment.

The novel’s characters also reflect Hardy’s critique of social structures and human fallibility. The mayor’s
tragic trajectory illustrates how pride and past mistakes can dictate one’s fate, a theme resonant in both
historical and modern contexts.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of The Mayor of Casterbridge
Characters

The rich characterization in *The Mayor of Casterbridge* has cemented the novel’s status as a classic in
English literature. The *mayor of casterbridge characters* are not only central to the plot but serve as a
mirror to human complexity, societal change, and moral struggle. Through Michael Henchard and his
counterparts, Thomas Hardy offers a timeless exploration of ambition, regret, and the search for
redemption—an exploration that continues to captivate readers and scholars alike.
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  the mayor of casterbridge characters: Description and comparison of the characters Michael
Henchard and Donald Farfrae in "The Mayor of Casterbridge" Sarah Neubauer, 2014-10-28 Essay
from the year 2014 in the subject Didactics for the subject English - Literature, Works, , language:
English, abstract: The purpose of this essay is to examine and to describe the character of Michael
Henchard as well as the character of Donald Farfrae. This essay will also try to find out the
differences between the two men, in particular as far as their character traits are concerned. The
subtitle of the novel suggests that the Mayor of Casterbridge is a ‘Man of Character’. A Man of
Character’ is a person, in this case a man, who has a good character. However, the problem is that
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the man is not called by his name and there are two different mayors of the town- Michael Henchard
and Donald Farfrae. For this reason all the information and details have to be gathered carefully in
order to eventually find out to whom of them this term would apply and why.
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: The Mayor of Casterbridge Thomas Hardy,
1997-03-20 This 1886 novel may be Hardy’s most intense and gripping narrative. We first see the
central character, Michael Henchard, as a drunken and unemployed hay-trusser who sells his wife
Susan and his daughter Elizabeth-Jane at a fair. When he is eventually reunited with the two, he has
become the contented and prosperous mayor of a thriving market town. But the downward spiral
begins. Henchard’s fall is hastened by a series of coincidences and quarrels, and by his own jealousy
and pride. Though the perspective on events that Hardy gives us is often that of other characters
(Elizabeth-Jane in particular), Henchard remains the central focus; in the end he is a tragic figure,
bankrupt, emotionally broken and an outcast from society. Prepared by one of the world’s leading
Hardy scholars, this edition includes a critical introduction and a range of background materials
from the period. Historical documents (concerning such topics as the corn laws and the practice of
wife-selling) and contemporary reviews help set this remarkable novel in the context out of which it
emerged.
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: The Mayor of Casterbridge Thomas Hardy, 1905
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: The Life and Death of the Mayor of Casterbridge
Thomas Hardy, 1922
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: Character and Environment in the Novels of Thomas
Hardy ,
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: The Mayor of Casterbridge Thomas Hardy,
2004-11-18 A cruel joke at a country fair goes too far when a drunken laborer auctions off his wife
and child to the highest bidder. Rich in descriptive powers and steeped in irony, Hardy's gripping
tale unfolds amid a rural English community. It offers a spellbinding portrayal of ambition, rivalry,
revenge, and repentance.
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: Women’s Human Rights in Nineteenth-Century
Literature and Culture Gloria Y. A. Ayee, Dmitry Kurochkin, Elena V. Shabliy, 2020-08-24
Women’s Human Rights in Nineteenth-Century Literature and Culture sheds light on women's rights
advancements in the nineteenth century and early twentieth-century through explorations of
literature and culture from this time period. With an international emphasis, contributors illuminate
the range and diversity of women’s work as novelists, journalists, and short story writers and
analyze the New Woman phenomenon, feminist impulse, and the diversity of the women writers.
Studying writing by authors such as Alice Meynell, Thomas Hardy, Netta Syrett, Alice
Dunbar-Nelson, Mary Seacole, Charlotte Brontë, and Jean Rhys, the contributors analyze women’s
voices and works on the subject of women’s rights and the representation of the New Woman.
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: The Origin of Hardy’s Tragic Vision Rıza Öztürk,
2013-01-03 “Dr Rıza Öztürk’s new book, The Origin of Hardy’s Tragic Vision, is a lucid explanation
of the most important aspect of novelist Thomas Hardy’s worldview – the destruction of self. Dr
Öztürk gets to the core of Hardy’s ‘tragic vision’ – evident in the novelist’s interpretation of the
dramatic interplay between character and circumstance. To what degree either element of character
or circumstance weighs in the tragic equation is the subject of discourse in Öztürk’s book, a
significant acquisition for students and scholars of Hardy, Victorian literature and culture, or the
history of the English novel. This study of Hardy tackles the novelist’s formulation of tragedy as an
individual’s ‘natural aim or desire’ – and attempts to answer the important question concerning who
or what is responsible for such appetite. The Origin of Hardy’s Tragic Vision can serve as a
handbook in the study of tragedy, from the ancient Greek notions to manifestations in late
nineteenth century novelists (with reference to modern novelists and dramatists, such as D. H.
Lawrence and Henrik Ibsen). Öztürk’s analysis, from the impulse of character in The Mayor of
Casterbridge, through the envelope of circumstance in Tess of the D’Urbervilles, culminates
comprehensively in his discussion of the depletion of life in Jude the Obscure. As a novelist familiar



with the ideas of Schopenhauer and Darwin, Hardy’s tragic vision encompasses a brutally stark
statement about the reality of life itself, and this assessment is captured brilliantly in Rıza Öztürk’s
important book. Regarding tragedy from the technical elements to the thematic, to its special
attention in terms of feminism and illustrations of the absurd in Jude the Obscure, there is no
question that The Origin of Hardy’s Tragic Vision fills the need for newer interpretations of a vital
figure in English literature who straddles both the Victorian and modern eras.” – Gregory F. Tague,
PhD, Professor of English, St. Francis College, New York; author of Character and Consciousness
(2005) and Ethos and Behavior (2008); editor of the ASEBL Journal
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: National Characters and the Factors in its
Information Ernest Barker, 1927
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: Novel Characters Maria DiBattista, 2011-06-24
Novel Characters offers a fascinating and in-depth history of the novelistic character from the “birth
of the novel” in Don Quixote, through the great canonical works of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, to the most influential international novels of the present day An original study which
offers a unique approach to thinking about and discussing character Makes extensive reference to
both traditional and more recent and specialized academic studies of the novel Provides a critical
vocabulary for understanding how the novelistic conception of character has changed over time.
Examines a broad range of novels, cultures, and periods Promotes discussion of how different
cultures and times think about human identity, and how the concept of what a character is has
changed over time
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real Audrey Jaffe,
2016 The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real presents a new interpretation of the Victorian realist
novel based on realism's desire for the real. In provocative readings of novels by Eliot, Dickens,
Trollope, Hardy, and Collins, Jaffe redefines realist conventions and reinterprets long-held theories
about realist representation.
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: Character and Environment in the Novels of Thomas
Hardy Herbert Borthwick Grimsditch, 1925
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: The Cambridge Companion to Thomas Hardy Dale
Kramer, 1999-06-24 Thomas Hardy's fiction has had a remarkably strong appeal for general readers
for decades, and his poetry has been acclaimed as among the most influential of the twentieth
century. His work still creates passionate advocacy and opposition. The Cambridge Companion to
Thomas Hardy is an essential introduction to this most enigmatic of writers. These commissioned
essays from an international team of contributors comprises a general overview of all Hardy' s work
and specific demonstrations of Hardy's ideas and literary skills. Individual essays explore Hardy's
biography, aesthetics, his famous attachment to Wessex, and the impact on his work of
developments in science, religion and philosophy in the late nineteenth century. Hardy's writing is
also analysed against developments in contemporary critical theory and issues such as sexuality and
gender. The volume also contains a detailed chronology of Hardy's life and publications, and a guide
to further reading.
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: The Spectator , 1886 A weekly review of politics,
literature, theology, and art.
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: Thomas Hardy and Paradoxes of Love Hillel
Matthew Daleski, 1997 Emphasizing the vast changes in literary criticism that have occurred during
the last thirty years, H. M. Daleski reexamines Thomas Hardy's novels in the novelist's own terms,
presenting a revisionary account of his treatment of gender. He also shows that Hardy was not as
sexist as is asserted in much feminist criticism and that his female characters are sympathetically
portrayed as the centers of his fictional worlds. By carefully analyzing the novels, Daleski refutes the
generally accepted reason for Hardy's abandonment of fiction at the height of his powers, claiming
that he drove himself to a dead end in Jude the Obscure. The typical Hardy plot places a female
protagonist in a love triangle with two male protagonists who are portrayed as polar opposites. The
woman contradicting a general view of her as victim is always granted the freedom of choice of a



marriage partner. She invariably makes the wrong choice, which leads to a bad marriage and
disastrous sexual relationships. As this scenario is played out in most of Hardy's novels, the men are
presented as distinct types, the types being depicted with rich diversity and with steadily greater
psychological depth. Hardy's rendering of sexuality in both his male and his female characters is
marked by its originality and profundity. In his intuitions about sexual relations, Daleski maintains
Hardy was not outdone by writers such as Lawrence and Joyce. Daleski studies Hardy within his
Victorian context, but he also shows that Hardy, both in his depiction of sexuality and in his
technical innovations, was in advance of his time. In these respects Hardy deserves to be regarded
as a forerunner of the great modernists. In Thomas Hardy and Paradoxes of Love, Daleski offers
acute and thoughtful analyses of Hardy's major novels. Avoiding critical jargon, the author has made
his book accessible to all readers with an interest in Hardy and his novels, as well as in the study of
gender in English literature.
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: A General Drama of Pain Bernard J. Paris, 2017-07-28
This motivational analysis of the protagonists in Thomas Hardy's three most widely read novels--Tess
of the d'Urbervilles, The Mayor of Casterbridge, and Jude the Obscure--highlights an
often-overlooked aspect of his art. Bernard J. Paris shows Hardy's genius in creating imagined
human beings. He demonstrates that while Hardy tends to blame external conditions for his
characters' painful fates, their downfalls are due to a very complex combination of cosmic, social,
and psychological factors. Hardy's characters are usually discussed primarily in thematic terms. The
characters are are so richly portrayed, Paris argues, that they can be better understood independent
of Hardy's interpretations, in motivational terms and he utilizes the psychologist Karen Horney's
theories to recover Hardy's intuitions. The characters are full of inner conflicts that make them
difficult to fathom, but the approach Paris employs explains their contradictions and illuminates
their troubled relationships--shedding light on these expertly crafted imagined human beings. This
psychological approach to Hardy's characters enables us to understand his characters and gain
insight into the implied authors of the works. In addition, the approach shows Hardy's authorial
personality. We can see that Hardy treats some defensive strategies more sympathetically than
others. Given his view of life as a general drama of pain, resignation, like that of Hardy's character
Elizabeth-Jane, is the strategy he prefers.
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: Imagined Human Beings Bernard J. Paris, 1997-10
One of literature's greatest gifts is its portrayal of realistically drawn characters--human beings in
whom we can recognize motivations and emotions. In Imagined Human Beings, Bernard J. Paris
explores the inner conflicts of some of literature's most famous characters, using Karen Horney's
psychoanalytic theories to understand the behavior of these characters as we would the behavior of
real people. When realistically drawn characters are understood in psychological terms, they tend to
escape their roles in the plot and thus subvert the view of them advanced by the author. A Horneyan
approach both alerts us to conflicts between plot and characterization, rhetoric and mimesis, and
helps us understand the forces in the author's personalty that generate them. The Horneyan model
can make sense of thematic inconsistencies by seeing them as the product of the author's inner
divisions. Paris uses this approach to explore a wide range of texts, including Antigone, The Clerk's
Tale, The Merchant of Venice, A Doll's House, Hedda Gabler, Great Expectations, Jane Eyre, The
Mayor of Casterbridge, Wuthering Heights, Madame Bovary, The Awakening, and The End of the
Road.
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: Reading Human Nature Joseph Carroll, 2011-03-01
As the founder and leading practitioner of literary Darwinism, Joseph Carroll remains at the
forefront of a major movement in literary studies. Signaling key new developments in this approach,
Reading Human Nature contains trenchant theoretical essays, innovative empirical research,
sweeping surveys of intellectual history, and sophisticated interpretations of specific literary works,
including The Picture of Dorian Gray, Wuthering Heights, The Mayor of Casterbridge, and Hamlet.
Evolutionists in the social sciences have succeeded in delineating basic motives but have given far
too little attention to the imagination. Carroll makes a compelling case that literary Darwinism is not



just another school or movement in literary theory. It is the moving force in a fundamental paradigm
change in the humanities—a revolution. Psychologists and anthropologists have provided massive
evidence that human motives and emotions are rooted in human biology. Since motives and
emotions enter into all the products of a human imagination, humanists now urgently need to
assimilate a modern scientific understanding of human nature. Integrating evolutionary social
science with literary humanism, Carroll offers a more complete and adequate understanding of
human nature.
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: In Praise of the Minor Character Grace Pregent,
2023-10-19 Minor characters are everywhere in novels. They linger with readers and invite us into
the untold aspects of their lives. They fill a text's landscape, bringing depth to its ecosystem, and
encourage us to shift our thoughts from textual centers to margins and even to consider the minor
elements of our own experiences. Minor characters challenge us to hold oppositional perspectives,
rethink interdependencies, and reimagine textual and lived relationships. In many ways, we identify
with minor characters, and yet we lack a nuanced way of understanding them. This work is about
minor characters and the qualities of minorness in Victorian novels. It offers casual readers and
scholars alike a method of reading and rereading for minor characters that extends across genres.
  the mayor of casterbridge characters: Graphing Jane Austen J. Carroll, J. Gottschall, John
A. Johnson, Daniel J. Kruger, 2015-12-29 This book helps to bridge the gap between science and
literary scholarship. Building on findings in the evolutionary human sciences, the authors construct
a model of human nature in order to illuminate the evolved psychology that shapes the organization
of characters in nineteenth-century British novels, from Jane Austen to E. M. Forster.
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