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The Last Unicorn Peter Beagle: A Timeless Fantasy Classic

the last unicorn peter beagle is a phrase that immediately evokes a sense of
magical storytelling and literary wonder. This beloved fantasy novel, written
by Peter S. Beagle, has captivated readers for decades with its enchanting
narrative and unforgettable characters. Since its publication in 1968, The
Last Unicorn has grown into a cornerstone of fantasy literature, inspiring
adaptations, art, and a loyal fanbase worldwide. If you’ve ever been curious
about what makes this novel so special or want to dive deeper into its themes
and legacy, you'’re in the right place.

The Origins of The Last Unicorn by Peter Beagle

Peter Beagle first penned The Last Unicorn when he was just a young writer
bursting with creativity and a love for myth and legend. The novel tells the
story of a unicorn who believes she is the last of her kind and embarks on a
quest to discover what has happened to the others. Blending fairy tale
elements with poignant reflections on identity, mortality, and love, Beagle
created a work that transcends typical fantasy tropes.

What sets The Last Unicorn apart from many fantasy novels of its era is its
lyrical prose and deeply human emotions. Beagle’s writing style is poetic yet
accessible, allowing readers of all ages to connect with the story’s
universal themes. Over time, this unique approach has earned the book praise
not only from fantasy fans but also from literary critics.

Peter Beagle’s Background and Influences

Understanding The Last Unicorn also means appreciating the mind behind it.
Peter Beagle was influenced by classic myths, folklore, and the works of
earlier fantasy authors like J.R.R. Tolkien and Lord Dunsany. His love for
intricate world-building and archetypal characters shines through in the
novel. Beagle'’'s experience as a poet and playwright also informs the novel’s
rhythm and dialogue, giving it a timeless quality.

Beagle wrote the novel during a period when fantasy was gaining popularity
but had not yet exploded into the mainstream cultural phenomenon it is today.
His work helped pave the way for future generations of fantasy authors by
demonstrating that fantasy could be both imaginative and deeply meaningful.

Plot and Themes in The Last Unicorn Peter
Beagle

At its heart, The Last Unicorn is a story of transformation and hope. The
unicorn, a symbol of purity and magic, embarks on a journey filled with
danger, friendship, and self-discovery. Along the way, she meets memorable
characters such as Schmendrick, the bumbling yet earnest magician, and Molly
Grue, a strong-willed woman who helps the unicorn face the trials ahead.



Exploring Key Themes

e Loss and Loneliness: The unicorn’s belief that she is the last of her
kind evokes feelings of isolation and longing, reflecting broader human
experiences of loss and change.

e Identity and Change: As the story unfolds, the unicorn grapples with her
nature and what it means to be different, a metaphor for personal growth
and acceptance.

e Hope and Courage: Despite overwhelming odds, the characters display
resilience, reminding readers that hope can endure even in the darkest
times.

These themes contribute to the novel’s enduring appeal. Readers often find
themselves reflecting on their own lives and the complexities of human
emotion through the lens of Beagle’s storytelling.

The Last Unicorn Peter Beagle: Adaptations and
Cultural Impact

Beyond the novel, The Last Unicorn has reached audiences through wvarious
adaptations, each adding new dimensions to the story’s legacy.

The Animated Film

In 1982, The Last Unicorn was adapted into an animated film, which has since
become a cult classic. Featuring a memorable soundtrack by the band America
and voice work from actors like Christopher Lee and Mia Farrow, the movie
brought Beagle’s characters and world to life in vivid color. While some fans
prefer the novel’s depth, the film introduced the story to a wider audience
and remains a beloved interpretation.

Stage and Audio Adaptations

The story has also been adapted for the stage and recorded as an audio drama.
These versions emphasize different aspects of the narrative—from the
emotional performances of voice actors to the visual spectacle of theatrical
productions. Each adaptation showcases the versatility of Beagle’s work and
its ability to resonate across multiple artistic mediums.

Why The Last Unicorn Peter Beagle Still Matters
Today

Decades after its release, The Last Unicorn continues to influence the



fantasy genre and captivate new generations of readers. Its timeless message
about the power of hope, love, and self-discovery remains relevant in a world
that often feels uncertain and chaotic.

Lessons for Modern Readers

Reading The Last Unicorn Peter Beagle today offers several insights:
e Embrace Change: Just like the unicorn’s journey, life is full of
transformations that shape who we are.

e Value Compassion: The relationships between characters highlight the
importance of kindness and understanding.

e Find Magic in the Mundane: Beagle’s world reminds us that wonder exists
even 1in everyday moments.

Additionally, for writers and creatives, The Last Unicorn serves as a
masterclass in blending fantasy with emotional depth. Beagle’s narrative
techniques and character development provide inspiration for storytelling
that moves beyond clichés.

Tips for New Readers of The Last Unicorn Peter
Beagle

If you're planning to dive into The Last Unicorn for the first time, here are
a few tips to enhance your reading experience:

1. Read Slowly and Savour the Language: Beagle’s prose is poetic and rich.
Take your time to appreciate the descriptions and dialogue.

2. Pay Attention to Symbolism: The story is layered with symbols that gain
meaning upon reflection.

3. Explore Related Works: Check out Beagle’s other writings or fantasy
novels that share similar themes for a broader context.

4. Watch the Film After Reading: The 1982 animated movie complements the
book but is best enjoyed after you’re familiar with the novel.

By approaching the book with curiosity and openness, you’ll uncover the magic
that has enchanted readers for over half a century.

The Last Unicorn’s Place in Fantasy Literature

In the broader landscape of fantasy literature, The Last Unicorn Peter Beagle



stands as a beacon of lyrical storytelling and emotional resonance. Unlike
sprawling epic sagas or heavily plot-driven tales, it offers an intimate
exploration of its characters and themes. This focus on personal journey and
poetic expression has influenced many writers and helped shape the genre’s
evolution.

Moreover, The Last Unicorn helped demonstrate that fantasy could be a vehicle
for profound philosophical questions and emotional truths. Its success paved
the way for more diverse and nuanced fantasy narratives that continue to
emerge today.

The lasting impact of The Last Unicorn Peter Beagle is evident not only in
its ongoing popularity but also in the heartfelt fan communities and artistic
tributes it inspires. From fan art to conventions and collector’s editions,
the novel remains a vibrant part of fantasy culture.

Whether you are a longtime admirer or discovering The Last Unicorn for the
first time, Peter Beagle’s masterpiece offers a journey filled with wonder,
wisdom, and a touch of melancholy that stays with you long after the final
page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Peter S. Beagle in relation to 'The Last
Unicorn'?

Peter S. Beagle is the author of 'The Last Unicorn,' a fantasy novel first
published in 1968.

What is the main plot of 'The Last Unicorn' by Peter
Beagle?

The story follows a unicorn who believes she is the last of her kind and
embarks on a quest to discover what happened to the others.

Has 'The Last Unicorn' by Peter Beagle been adapted
into other media?

Yes, it was adapted into an animated film in 1982 and has also inspired stage
productions and graphic novels.

What themes are explored in Peter Beagle's 'The Last
Unicorn'?

Themes include loss, identity, immortality, love, and the passage of time.

Why is 'The Last Unicorn' considered a classic in
fantasy literature?

Its lyrical prose, unique storytelling, and emotional depth have made it a



beloved and influential work in the fantasy genre.

Did Peter Beagle write any sequels or related works
to 'The Last Unicorn'?

Yes, he wrote 'Two Hearts,' a sequel novella, and other stories expanding the
universe of 'The Last Unicorn.'

What inspired Peter Beagle to write 'The Last
Unicorn'?

Beagle was inspired by classic fairy tales and myths, aiming to create a
timeless story with a modern sensibility.

How has 'The Last Unicorn' influenced popular
culture?

It has influenced numerous fantasy authors, musicians, and filmmakers and
remains a reference point for unicorn lore and fantasy storytelling.

Where can readers find Peter Beagle's 'The Last
Unicorn'?

The novel is widely available in bookstores, libraries, and online retailers
in both print and digital formats.

What makes Peter Beagle's writing style in 'The Last
Unicorn' distinctive?

Beagle's writing is noted for its poetic language, rich imagery, and blending
of whimsy with melancholy.

Additional Resources

The Enduring Legacy of The Last Unicorn by Peter Beagle: A Literary and
Cultural Analysis

the last unicorn peter beagle stands as a monumental work in the landscape of
fantasy literature, captivating readers and critics alike since its
publication in 1968. This novel, penned by Peter S. Beagle, has not only
carved a niche for itself in the genre but also influenced a generation of
storytellers and enthusiasts. The Last Unicorn combines lyrical prose,
intricate characterization, and a timeless exploration of themes such as
immortality, identity, and loss, elevating it beyond a simple fantasy tale.

Exploring The Last Unicorn: Context and
Creation

Peter Beagle wrote The Last Unicorn during a period when fantasy literature
was evolving from pulp escapism to more sophisticated narrative forms. The



novel follows a solitary unicorn who embarks on a quest to discover what has
happened to others of her kind, weaving through a world filled with magic,
peril, and existential inquiry. Unlike many contemporaneous works, Beagle’s
novel is notable for its poetic style and nuanced characters, which
contribute to its status as a classic.

The Last Unicorn was initially published to critical acclaim, praised for its
originality and emotional depth. Its success encouraged adaptations,
including an animated film in 1982 and various stage productions, further
cementing its cultural impact. Beagle'’s storytelling approach, combining
mythic elements with a modern sensibility, helped redefine the fantasy genre
for adult audiences.

Thematic Depth and Symbolism

At its core, The Last Unicorn grapples with themes of change and the passage
of time. The unicorn herself symbolizes purity and immortality, yet her
journey reveals vulnerability and the inevitability of transformation. Beagle
uses these motifs to interrogate human experiences such as grief, hope, and
the search for meaning.

The novel also delves into the complexity of identity. As the unicorn assumes
human form, she confronts the limitations and desires that come with
mortality, offering a meditation on what it means to be truly alive. This
interplay between the fantastical and the deeply personal distinguishes the
work within the fantasy canon.

Characterization and Narrative Style

Peter Beagle’s prose is often described as lyrical and evocative, creating an
immersive reading experience. His characters, from the enigmatic unicorn to
the tragic magician Schmendrick and the pragmatic Molly Grue, are richly
developed, each embodying different facets of the story’s central themes.

Schmendrick’s bumbling yet earnest quest for mastery and Molly’s grounded
realism provide counterpoints to the unicorn’s ethereal nature. Their dynamic
interactions add layers of humor and pathos, enhancing the novel’s appeal
across diverse readerships. Beagle’s narrative pacing balances moments of
guiet introspection with action, maintaining engagement without sacrificing
depth.

The Last Unicorn’s Place in Fantasy Literature

Since its release, The Last Unicorn has been frequently cited in discussions
of influential fantasy works. It is often compared with other seminal novels,
such as J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings and C.S. Lewis’s The
Chronicles of Narnia, yet it occupies a unique space due to its introspective
tone and poetic execution.

Unlike high fantasy epics that emphasize grand battles and expansive world-
building, Beagle’s story is intimate and character-driven. This focus on

internal conflict and emotional resonance has inspired contemporary writers
like Neil Gaiman and Patrick Rothfuss, who similarly blend mythic structures



with personal narratives.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The 1982 animated film adaptation of The Last Unicorn, for which Peter Beagle
co-wrote the screenplay, introduced the story to a wider audience. Despite
mixed commercial success, the film has achieved cult status, praised for its
distinctive art style, memorable soundtrack, and faithful representation of
the novel’s tone.

Stage adaptations and audiobook versions have also contributed to the work’s

enduring presence. Moreover, The Last Unicorn continues to influence popular
culture, appearing in references across media, from music to graphic novels.

Pros and Cons of The Last Unicorn

e Pros:
o Elegant and poetic prose that elevates the fantasy genre.
o Complex characters with relatable emotional journeys.
o Timeless themes that resonate across generations.

o Significant influence on fantasy literature and pop culture.

e Cons:

o The novel’s pacing may feel slow to readers accustomed to fast-
moving plots.

o Some may find the allegorical style less accessible.

o Limited appeal to those seeking traditional epic fantasy elements.

The Last Unicorn Peter Beagle: Legacy and
Continued Relevance

Decades after its initial publication, The Last Unicorn remains a touchstone
for readers and writers who value depth and artistry in fantasy storytelling.
Peter Beagle'’s novel continues to be reissued in various formats, ensuring
its availability for new audiences. Its exploration of universal human
concerns through the lens of myth and magic sustains its relevance in a
literary market often dominated by formulaic genre fiction.



In examining The Last Unicorn peter beagle’s work, one observes a rare blend
of lyrical beauty and philosophical insight. This synthesis has allowed the
novel to transcend its era and genre constraints, securing its place as a
seminal text in fantasy literature. The novel’s themes, characters, and
storytelling techniques are studied in academic settings and celebrated at
fan conventions, demonstrating its broad and lasting appeal.

The ongoing interest in The Last Unicorn is also evidenced by efforts to
produce new adaptations, including proposed live—action films and theatrical
productions, underscoring the story’s adaptability and timelessness.

Ultimately, Peter Beagle’s The Last Unicorn stands not just as a fantasy
novel but as a profound reflection on the human condition, continuing to
enchant and inspire those who seek meaning amid the enchantments of
storytelling.

The Last Unicorn Peter Beagle

the last unicorn peter beagle: The Last Unicorn Peter S. Beagle, 1991-01-01 INCLUDES A
NEW INTRODUCTION BY PATRICK ROTHFUSS Experience one of the most enduring classics of the
twentieth century and the book that The Atlantic has called “one of the best fantasy novels ever.”
The unicorn lived in a lilac wood, and she lived all alone... ... so she ventured out from the safety of
the enchanted forest on a quest for others of her kind. Joined along the way by the bumbling
magician Schmendrick and the indomitable Molly Grue, the unicorn learns all about the joys and
sorrows of life and love before meeting her destiny in the castle of a despondent monarch—and
confronting the creature that would drive her kind to extinction.... In The Last Unicorn, renowned
and beloved novelist Peter S. Beagle spins a poignant tale of love, loss, and wonder that has
resonated with millions of readers around the world. “Peter S. Beagle illuminates with his own
particular magic.”—Ursula K. Le Guin

the last unicorn peter beagle: Peter S. Beagle's “The Last Unicorn” Timothy S. Miller,
2024-04-09 This book assesses the work of one of the foundational figures of American fantasy,
Peter S. Beagle. Through its focused analysis of The Last Unicorn, this study contextualises Beagle’s
work in relation to the popularity of the fantasy genre, following its growing success in the
aftermath of Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings. In addition, through reference to the film adaptation of
The Last Unicorn and also Beagle’s other works, this study highlights the author’s longevity and the
influence that his metafictional and comedic work has had on contemporary fantasy.

the last unicorn peter beagle: The Last Unicorn Peter S. Beagle, 1991-01-01 Recounts the
quest of the last unicorn, who leaves the protection of the enchanted forest to search for her own
kind, and who is joined by Schmedrick the Magician and Molly Grue in her search

the last unicorn peter beagle: The Last Unicorn (Graphic Novel) Peter S. Beagle, Peter B.
Gillis, 2019-07-16 Peter S. Beagle's beloved fantasy classic captured imaginations around the world
and takes on new life in this luscious, fully illustrated graphic novel adaptation. The Last Unicorn is
a tale for any age about the wonders of magic, the power of love, and the tragedy of loss. The
unicorn, alone in her enchanted wood, learns that she may be the last of her kind. Reluctant at first,
she sets out on a journey to discover the fate of her fellow unicorns, even if it means facing the
terrifying anger of the Red Bull and the malignant evil of the king who wields its power. Along the
way she'll encounter a cast of unforgettable characters, including Schmendrick the magician, the
bandit Molly Grue, the noble Prince Lir, and the occasional talking butterfly. Adapted by Peter B.
Gillis and lushly illustrated by Renae De Liz and Ray Dillon, The Last Unicorn is simultaneously
current and timeless in this newest incarnation.



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-188/the-last-unicorn-peter-beagle.pdf

the last unicorn peter beagle: The Last Unicorn Peter S. Beagle, 2022-07-26 INCLUDES A
NEW INTRODUCTION BY PATRICK ROTHFUSS Experience one of the most enduring classics of the
twentieth century and the book that The Atlantic has called “one of the best fantasy novels ever.”
The unicorn lived in a lilac wood, and she lived all alone... ... so she ventured out from the safety of
the enchanted forest on a quest for others of her kind. Joined along the way by the bumbling
magician Schmendrick and the indomitable Molly Grue, the unicorn learns all about the joys and
sorrows of life and love before meeting her destiny in the castle of a despondent monarch—and
confronting the creature that would drive her kind to extinction.... In The Last Unicorn, renowned
and beloved novelist Peter S. Beagle spins a poignant tale of love, loss, and wonder that has
resonated with millions of readers around the world. “Peter S. Beagle illuminates with his own
particular magic.”—Ursula K. Le Guin

the last unicorn peter beagle: The Last Unicorn Peter S. Beagle, 1968-03-25 The last
unicorn's quest for her vanished race leads her to the magical kingdom of a wicked ruler

the last unicorn peter beagle: The Way Home Peter S. Beagle, 2023-04-04 Renowned author
Peter S. Beagle returns to the world of The Last Unicorn in this resonant and moving two-novella
collection, featuring the award-winning “Two Hearts” and the brand-new “Sooz.” The Last Unicorn
is one of fantasy’s most revered classics, beloved by generations of readers and with millions of
copies in print. Revisiting the world of that novel, Beagle’s long-awaited Hugo and
Nebula-Awards-winning “Two Hearts” introduced the irrepressible Sooz on a quest to save her
village from a griffin, and explored the bonds she formed with unforgettable characters like the wise
and wonderful Molly Grue and Schmendrick the Magician. In the never-before-published “Sooz,” the
events of “Two Hearts” are years behind its narrator, but a perilous journey lies ahead of her, in a
story that is at once a tender meditation on love and loss, and a lesson in finding your true self. The
Way Home is suffused with Beagle’s wisdom, profound lyricism, and sly wit; and collects two
timeless works of fantasy.

the last unicorn peter beagle: The Last Unicorn the Lost Journey Peter S. Beagle, 2018-11-12
Peter S. Beagle first imagined his beloved unicorn at the age of twenty-three, five years before she
would spring fully-realized into the world. Now, alongside Beagle's wry musings upon his early
writing career, is the rediscovered origin story of fantasy's most famous unicorn. Within this
eighty-five page genesis of The Last Unicorn, the equine heroine encounters a cranky dragon, a
chatty butterfly, and an exiled demon with a split personality. Discover a might-have-been journey,
appealingly familiar yet wonderfully strange, lyrical and whimsical by turns. Somewhere in-between
the modern and mythological, lies the first path of the Last Unicorn on a road less traveled by...until
now.

the last unicorn peter beagle: The Last Unicorn Peter S. Beagle, 2006 Story of a unicorn lost
in the modern world.

the last unicorn peter beagle: The First Last Unicorn and Other Beginnings Peter S.
Beagle, 2016-02-09 Featuring previously unpublished and uncollected treasures from a
much-beloved fantasy icon, this lovingly curated collection is a hoard of riches and surprises. A romp
through the filing cabinet of Beagle's imagination, it is an unexpected glimpse into the curios,
curiosities, and capstones of his later fiction.

the last unicorn peter beagle: Last Unicorn Peter S. Beagle, Peter B. Gillis, 2012-05-29 In
graphic novel format, recounts the quest of the last unicorn, who leaves the protection of the
enchanted forest to search for her own kind, and who is joined by Schmedrick the Magician and
Molly Grue in her search.

the last unicorn peter beagle: The Last Unicorn Peter S. Beagle, Peter S. Beagle first
imagined his beloved heroine when he was twenty-three, half a decade before she sprang into the
world. Now the Last Unicorn's fantastical origins are recaptured in this beautifully illustrated,
commemorative hardcover edition, which includes Beagle's revisited, wry musings upon his early
writing career. In this appealingly familiar yet wonderfully strange adventure, a brave unicorn
leaves her solitary life behind, determined to discover if she is the last of her kind. She is forewarned



by a forlorn dragon and befuddled by a chatty butterfly; her traveling companion is an exiled demon
with a split personality and a penchant for philosophy. Somewhere between mythology, modernity,
and magic, the last unicorn is finding her world irrevocably transformed.--

the last unicorn peter beagle: Peter S. Beagle's Immortal Unicorn Peter S. Beagle, Janet
Berliner, 1995 Two dozen contemporary authors have contributed stories about unicorns.

the last unicorn peter beagle: A Fine and Private Place Peter S. Beagle, 2024-10-01 This
classic ghost story from the author of The Last Unicorn follows Jonathan who’s been living in a
cemetery with a raven as his only friend amongst the newly dead until he discovers a pair of ghostly
lovers bearing an extraordinary gift—the final chance for his own happiness. For nineteen years,
Jonathan Rebeck has hidden from the world within the confines of a Bronx’s cemetery, making an
abandoned mausoleum his secret home. He speaks with the newly dead as they pass from life to
wherever spirits finally go, providing them with comfort, an understanding ear, and even the
occasional game of chess. But Mr. Rebeck’s reclusive life is disrupted. An impossible love has
blossomed between two ghosts at Yorkchester Cemetery. Helped along by a cynical, talking raven
and a mysterious security guard, these four souls must learn the true difference between life and
death and make choices that really are forever. Told with an elegiac wisdom and beauty, Peter S.
Beagle’s first novel is, “One of literature’s most beautiful works about ghostly times and places...told
with wit, charm, and a sense of individuality” (The New York Times Book Review).

the last unicorn peter beagle: The Last Unicorn Peter S. Beagle, 1969 Recounts the quest of
the last unicorn, who leaves the protection of the enchanted forest to search for her own kind, and
who is joined by schmedrick the Magician and Molly Grue in her search.

the last unicorn peter beagle: Unicorns And Other Magical Creatures John Hamilton,
2004-08-15 Explores the characters of fantasy & folklore and places them in historical context.

the last unicorn peter beagle: The Literary Filmography Leonard Mustazza, 2006-05-17 From
the very infancy of the film industry, filmmakers have relied heavily upon literature as the
foundation for their movie material. Well-known literary works such as Dickens’s A Christmas Carol
and Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter were adapted to film in the silent era, as were such books as
Thomas Dixon’s Jr.’s The Klansman, basis for the film Birth of a Nation. In recent years, Nick
Hornsby’s About a Boy and each of Helen Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s Diary novels were the basis for
popular movies bearing the same names. A guide to English-language works that have been adapted
as theatrical and television films, this volume includes books (both fiction and non-fiction), short
stories, newspaper and magazine articles and poems. Entries are arranged alphabetically by literary
title with cross-listings for films made under different titles. Each entry includes the original work’s
title, author, year of first publication, literary prizes, and a brief plot summary. Information on film
adaptation(s) of the work, including adaptation titles, director, screenwriter, principal cast and the
names of the characters they portray, major awards, and availability in the most common formats
(DVD, VHYS), is also offered.

the last unicorn peter beagle: Origins of a Story Jake Grogan, 2017-10-17 For readers and
writers alike, Origins of a Story is the inspiring collection of 202 amazing true stories behind the
inspiration for the world's greatest literature! Did you know Lennie from Of Mice and Men was
based on a real person? Or how about that Charlotte's Web was based on an actual spider and her
egg that E. B. White would carry from Maine to New York on business trips? Origins of a Story
profiles 202 famous literary masterpieces and explores how each story got its start. Spanning works
from the nineteenth century to the twenty-first, this book is the first of its kind. Get glimpses of the
reality behind these fictional stories, and learn about the individual creative process for each writer.
Origins of a Story will not only leave you with a different perspective into your favorite works of
fiction, but it will also have you inspired to take your everyday life and craft it into a literary
masterpiece!

the last unicorn peter beagle: Literature and the Child James Holt McGavran, James Holt
Mcgavran, 1998-04 The Romantic myth of childhood as a transhistorical holy time of innocence and
spirituality, uncorrupted by the adult world, has been subjected in recent years to increasingly



serious interrogation. Was there ever really a time when mythic ideals were simple, pure, and
uncomplicated? The contributors to this book contend—although in widely differing ways and not
always approvingly—that our culture is indeed still pervaded, in this postmodern moment of the very
late twentieth century, by the Romantic conception of childhood which first emerged two hundred
years ago. In the wake of the French Revolution and the Industrial Revolution, western Europe
experienced another fin de siecle characterized by overwhelming material and institutional change
and instability. By historicizing the specific political, social, and economic conflicts at work within
the notion of Romantic childhood, the essayists in Literature and the Child show us how little these
forces have changed over time and how enriching and empowering they can still be for children and
their parents. In the first section, “Romanticism Continued and Contested,” Alan Richardson and
Mitzi Myers question the origins and ends of Romantic childhood. In “Romantic Ironies, Postmodern
Texts,” Dieter Petzold, Richard Flynn, and James McGavran argue that postmodern texts for both
children and adults perpetuate the Romantic complexities of childhood. Next, in “The Commerce of
Children's Books,” Anne Lundin and Paula Connolly study the production and marketing of children's
classics. Finally, in “Romantic Ideas in Cultural Confrontations,” William Scheick and Teya
Rosenberg investigate interactions of Romantic myths with those of other cultural systems.

the last unicorn peter beagle: Unicorns Erin Peabody, 2018-01-30 Are elegant, elusive
unicorns real, or just a myth? You decide with this new book in the nonfiction series, Behind the
Legend! Behind the Legend looks at creatures and monsters throughout history and analyzes them
through a scientific, myth-busting lens, debating whether or not the sightings and evidence provided
are adequate proof of their existence. In Unicorns, readers learn about all the sightings and proof of
them, from stories in history of people like Julius Caesar and Marco Polo who sought unicorns to why
they were hunted so fiercely. This book also discusses additional history about the creatures, such as
why their horns were so valued in medieval times, their presence in pop culture, and people's
ongoing search for unicorns in modern times. Complete with engaging anecdotes, interesting
sidebars, and fantastic illustrations, this book is one kids won't want to put down!
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