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The Enigmatic Allure of The Great God Pan by Arthur Machen

the great god pan by arthur machen is a classic piece of supernatural horror literature that has

fascinated and unsettled readers since its publication in 1894. This novella is a cornerstone of early

weird fiction, blending the mysterious with the macabre in a way that has influenced countless authors

and continues to captivate modern audiences. If you’re curious about the eerie world Arthur Machen

created or interested in the roots of horror literature, exploring The Great God Pan offers both chills

and thought-provoking insights.

Understanding The Great God Pan by Arthur Machen

Arthur Machen was a Welsh author known for his profound interest in mysticism, folklore, and the

supernatural. The Great God Pan is arguably his most famous work, a story that delves into the

forbidden and unknown realms beyond everyday reality. The narrative explores the consequences of

human curiosity and the dangers of tampering with ancient, cosmic forces.

At its core, The Great God Pan tells the story of a medical experiment gone awry, where a scientist

attempts to grant a woman the ability to "see the great god Pan," a metaphor for accessing

otherworldly dimensions and hidden truths. The experiment unleashes terrifying outcomes, suggesting

that some knowledge and experiences are best left untouched.

The Significance of Pan in Machen’s Work

Pan, in Greek mythology, is the god of the wild, shepherds, and rustic music, often associated with

nature's untamed and primal forces. Machen’s use of Pan is symbolic — representing ancient, primal



forces that lie beneath the veneer of civilized society. The god embodies chaos, mystery, and a

connection to the supernatural world that humans cannot fully comprehend.

In the novella, Pan is not just a mythological figure but a representation of the unknown and the

forbidden. The phrase "seeing Pan" becomes a chilling metaphor for perceiving realities beyond

human understanding, tapping into fears about what lies beyond the material world.

The Narrative Structure and Themes of The Great God Pan

Machen’s storytelling is richly atmospheric, using a layered narrative style that combines first-person

accounts with third-person narration. This technique adds to the story’s unsettling mood, as readers

gradually uncover the dark secrets behind the experiment and its horrific aftermath.

Exploration of Forbidden Knowledge

One of the most compelling themes in The Great God Pan is the pursuit of forbidden knowledge. The

story warns of the dangers inherent in trying to transcend human limits, especially through scientific

means. Dr. Raymond, the scientist in the story, embodies this hubris, conducting an experiment that

ultimately leads to tragedy.

This idea resonates deeply with the Victorian anxieties of Machen’s time, when science and

spiritualism often clashed. The novella reflects a tension between rationality and the supernatural,

questioning whether there are some mysteries mankind is not meant to solve.

The Intersection of Science and the Supernatural

The Great God Pan by Arthur Machen stands out because it blurs the lines between science and the



occult. The experiment in the story is a form of early science fiction — an attempt to expand human

perception through scientific intervention. However, instead of progress, it unleashes chaos.

This blend of science and horror was innovative for its time and influenced later writers such as H.P.

Lovecraft and Algernon Blackwood. Machen’s work suggests that the material world is just a thin veil

over deeper, more terrifying realities.

Why The Great God Pan Remains Relevant Today

More than a century after its publication, The Great God Pan remains a powerful work for readers

interested in horror, mythology, and philosophical inquiries into the unknown. Its influence can be seen

across various media, from literature to film, demonstrating the enduring appeal of Machen’s themes.

Influence on Modern Horror and Weird Fiction

Authors like Lovecraft, Clark Ashton Smith, and Robert E. Howard drew inspiration from Machen’s

ability to evoke cosmic horror — the idea that human beings are insignificant in the face of vast,

incomprehensible forces. The Great God Pan introduced readers to this unsettling perspective well

before it became a staple of weird fiction.

Modern horror writers continue to explore the motifs of forbidden knowledge and the supernatural

unknown, all concepts Machen pioneered. If you delve into contemporary horror, you’ll find echoes of

The Great God Pan’s themes in everything from psychological thrillers to cosmic horror epics.

Lessons on Curiosity and Human Limits

The novella also serves as a cautionary tale about the limits of human curiosity and the dangers of



overreaching. In an age where scientific advancements happen rapidly, Machen’s story reminds us

that some boundaries exist for reasons that might not be immediately clear.

For readers today, there’s an opportunity to reflect on the ethical implications of exploration — whether

in science, technology, or even personal growth. The Great God Pan encourages us to consider the

consequences of pushing beyond natural limits without humility or caution.

Key Elements That Make The Great God Pan a Must-Read

If you’re thinking of diving into The Great God Pan, here are some key aspects that make it stand out:

Atmospheric Writing: Machen’s prose is richly descriptive, creating a haunting ambiance that

lingers long after reading.

Psychological Horror: The terror in the story is as much about what is unseen and unknown as it

is about tangible monsters.

Philosophical Depth: The novella offers more than scares; it prompts deep questions about

reality, perception, and human nature.

Influential Legacy: Understanding this work gives insight into the roots of modern horror and the

evolution of weird fiction.

Tips for Reading The Great God Pan

To fully appreciate Machen’s novella, consider these tips:



Read Slowly and Thoughtfully: The story is dense with symbolism and layered meanings that1.

reward careful reading.

Research the Mythology: Familiarizing yourself with the figure of Pan and Victorian spiritual2.

beliefs enhances understanding.

Pay Attention to Atmosphere: Notice how Machen builds tension not just through plot but3.

through mood and setting.

Reflect on the Themes: Think about how the novella’s warnings about knowledge and power4.

apply today.

Engaging with The Great God Pan is not just a journey into horror but also an exploration of human

consciousness and the mysteries that lie beyond our perception.

The Great God Pan by Arthur Machen remains a haunting and provocative work that challenges

readers to confront the unknown. Its blend of myth, science, and horror creates a timeless story that

continues to inspire and unsettle. Whether you’re a fan of classic literature or looking to understand

the roots of modern horror, Machen’s novella is a fascinating and rewarding read.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Great God Pan' by Arthur Machen?

'The Great God Pan' explores themes of forbidden knowledge, the supernatural, and the

consequences of transgressing natural boundaries, particularly through the pursuit of mystical

experiences and encounters with otherworldly entities.



Who is the main antagonist in 'The Great God Pan'?

The main antagonist is Dr. Raymond, a scientist whose experiments to reveal the supernatural realm

lead to catastrophic consequences, embodying the dangers of unchecked scientific ambition.

How does 'The Great God Pan' influence modern horror literature?

'The Great God Pan' is considered a classic of supernatural horror, influencing writers like H.P.

Lovecraft with its blend of cosmic horror, mysterious entities, and the idea that reality hides terrifying

truths beyond human perception.

What role does the figure of Pan play in the novella?

Pan symbolizes primal nature, paganism, and the unknown forces beyond civilized society. The

novella uses Pan as a representation of the dark and chaotic supernatural world that intrudes upon

human life.

Why was 'The Great God Pan' controversial when it was first

published?

The novella was controversial due to its explicit themes of sexuality, the occult, and its challenge to

Victorian moral and scientific norms, which shocked many contemporary readers.

What narrative style does Arthur Machen use in 'The Great God Pan'?

Machen employs a multi-layered narrative with multiple perspectives and a non-linear timeline, creating

an atmosphere of mystery and gradually revealing the story's dark secrets.

How does 'The Great God Pan' reflect Victorian anxieties?

The novella reflects Victorian fears about science overreaching its limits, the loss of spiritual faith, and

the lurking presence of ancient pagan forces beneath the surface of modern society.



What is the significance of the character Mary in the story?

Mary is a central figure who undergoes Dr. Raymond's experiment and whose altered perception of

reality serves as a gateway to the supernatural horrors unleashed in the story.

Can 'The Great God Pan' be interpreted as a critique of scientific

experimentation?

Yes, the novella critiques the reckless pursuit of scientific knowledge without ethical consideration,

illustrating how such endeavors can unleash uncontrollable and devastating consequences.

Additional Resources

The Great God Pan by Arthur Machen: An Exploration of Cosmic Horror and Victorian Sensibilities

the great god pan by arthur machen stands as a seminal work in the canon of early supernatural

fiction, weaving elements of horror, mystery, and the occult into a narrative that challenges the

boundaries of Victorian morality and rationalism. First published in 1894, this novella has garnered

critical acclaim for its atmospheric tension, psychological depth, and pioneering role in the

development of cosmic horror—a subgenre later popularized by writers such as H.P. Lovecraft. Arthur

Machen's ability to blend folklore, mythology, and the eerie unknown has ensured that The Great God

Pan continues to be studied and appreciated by literary scholars, horror enthusiasts, and fans of gothic

fiction alike.

The story revolves around the consequences of a scientific experiment aimed at unveiling the mythical

"great god Pan," a deity from ancient Greek mythology often associated with nature, fertility, and

wildness. This experiment, conducted by the enigmatic Dr. Raymond, involves opening the protagonist

Helen Vaughan's perception to the supernatural realm, with devastating results. Machen's narrative

deftly explores themes of forbidden knowledge, the fragility of human sanity, and the intersection

between science and the supernatural—a reflection of the anxieties prevalent during the Victorian era.



In-Depth Analysis of The Great God Pan by Arthur Machen

The Great God Pan by Arthur Machen is often lauded for its innovative approach to horror, diverging

from the gothic tradition of haunted castles and vengeful spirits to probe deeper existential fears tied to

humanity's place in the cosmos. Machen eschews overt gore and shock tactics, instead evoking terror

through suggestion, atmosphere, and the unknown. The novella’s structure, moving between

fragmented testimonies and a third-person narrative, enhances its sense of mystery and unreliability,

compelling readers to piece together the chilling truth alongside the characters.

One of the most striking features of Machen’s work is its use of the mythological figure Pan as a

symbol of primal chaos and the uncanny. Unlike conventional portrayals that emphasize Pan’s pastoral

and playful aspects, Machen's interpretation leans into the god’s darker, more sinister qualities. This

portrayal underscores the novella’s exploration of the thin veil separating civilization from the wild,

irrational forces lurking beyond human comprehension.

Thematic Exploration: Science vs. the Supernatural

At the heart of The Great God Pan lies a tension between scientific rationalism and mystical

knowledge. Dr. Raymond, a character embodying the scientific spirit of the age, attempts to expand

human perception through experimental means. However, his hubris leads to disastrous

consequences, suggesting a critique of unchecked scientific ambition and the Victorian era’s faith in

empirical progress.

Machen’s narrative questions whether the human mind is equipped to handle absolute truths about the

universe. The tragic outcomes experienced by Helen Vaughan and those around her serve as a

cautionary tale about the dangers of venturing beyond natural limits. This theme resonates with

contemporary debates during the late 19th century, when advances in science often clashed with

entrenched religious and supernatural beliefs.



Atmosphere and Style: Crafting an Unsettling Experience

Machen’s prose in The Great God Pan is richly descriptive yet economical, creating a vivid sense of

place and mood without overwhelming the reader. The novella’s somber tone and deliberate pacing

amplify the suspense, with moments of surreal horror interspersed to heighten unease. The use of

London as a backdrop adds a layer of modernity and realism, contrasting sharply with the ancient and

otherworldly forces at play.

The fragmented narrative style—shifting between accounts from different characters—adds complexity

and realism to the story. This technique also mirrors the process of uncovering a disturbing mystery,

engaging readers in an active role as investigators. Machen’s subtle use of ambiguity allows for

various interpretations, making the text a rich subject for literary analysis.

Comparative Context: The Great God Pan and Its Influence

When compared to other horror works of the late Victorian period, The Great God Pan stands out for

its psychological depth and philosophical undertones. Unlike Bram Stoker’s Dracula or Mary Shelley’s

Frankenstein, which focus more on external monsters, Machen’s story delves into internal monstrosity

and the limits of human understanding.

The novella’s influence extends beyond its immediate genre. It has inspired numerous writers and has

been cited as a foundational text in the development of cosmic horror, a genre characterized by the

insignificance of humanity within an indifferent universe. Lovecraft, for example, acknowledged

Machen’s impact on his own mythos, underscoring the enduring relevance of The Great God Pan in

shaping modern horror literature.



Key Features and Literary Significance

Innovative narrative structure: The use of multiple perspectives and fragmented storytelling

enhances mystery and reader engagement.

Mythological integration: The figure of Pan is reinterpreted to symbolize existential dread and

the unknown.

Thematic complexity: Explores science versus superstition, the limits of human knowledge, and

the consequences of forbidden inquiry.

Atmospheric prose: Machen’s evocative descriptions create a haunting and immersive reading

experience.

Genre-defining impact: A precursor to cosmic horror, influencing later writers and expanding the

scope of supernatural fiction.

Pros and Cons of The Great God Pan

Pros:1.

Rich thematic depth offering multiple layers of interpretation.

Distinctive narrative style that maintains suspense.

Effective blending of mythology and horror.



Historical significance in the evolution of supernatural fiction.

Cons:2.

Victorian-era language and pacing may challenge modern readers.

Ambiguous ending might frustrate those seeking clear resolutions.

Some plot elements rely heavily on implication rather than explicit detail, which may not

appeal to all readers.

The enduring fascination with The Great God Pan by Arthur Machen lies in its ability to unsettle

through subtlety and its probing of themes that remain relevant today. As readers navigate the blurred

lines between reality and the supernatural, science and myth, Machen’s work invites reflection on the

boundaries of human perception and the mysteries that lie beyond. Its legacy as a cornerstone of

horror literature ensures that it continues to captivate and provoke thought well into the 21st century.

The Great God Pan By Arthur Machen

  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan and Other Horror Stories Arthur
Machen, 2018-01-12 Something pushed out from the body there on the floor, and stretched forth a
slimy, wavering tentacle... Perhaps no figure better embodies the transition from the Gothic
tradition to modern horror than Arthur Machen. In the final decade of the nineteenth century, the
Welsh writer produced a seminal body of tales of occult horror, spiritual and physical corruption,
and malignant survivals from the primeval past which horrified and scandalised-late-Victorian
readers. Machen's 'weird fiction' has influenced generations of storytellers, from H. P. Lovecraft to
Guillermo Del Toro-and it remains no less unsettling today. This new collection, which includes the
complete novel The Three Impostors as well as such celebrated tales as The Great God Pan and The
White People, constitutes the most comprehensive critical edition of Machen yet to appear. In

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-188/the-great-god-pan-by-arthur-machen.pdf


addition to the core late-Victorian horror classics, a selection of lesser-known prose poems and later
tales helps to present a fuller picture of the development of Machen's weird vision. The edition's
introduction and notes contextualise the life and work of this foundational figure in the history of
horror.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan Arthur Machen, 2018-08-22 The
Great God Pan is a novella written by Arthur Machen. A version of the story was published in the
magazine Whirlwind in 1890, and Machen revised and extended it for its book publication (together
with another story, The Inmost Light) in 1894. On publication it was widely denounced by the press
as degenerate and horrific because of its decadent style and sexual content, although it has since
garnered a reputation as a classic of horror. Machen’s story was only one of many at the time to
focus on Pan as a useful symbol for the power of nature and paganism. The title was taken from the
poem A Musical Instrument published in 1862 by Elizabeth Barrett Browning, in which the first line
of every stanza ends… the great god Pan.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan by Arthur Machen Arthur
Machen, 2017-12-20 Title: The Great God PanAuthor: Arthur MachenLanguage: English
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan: Large Print Arthur Machen,
2018-09-26 The Great God Pan: Large PrintBy Arthur MachenThe Great God Pan is a horror and
fantasy novella by Welsh writer Arthur Machen. Machen was inspired to write The Great God Pan by
his experiences at the ruins of a pagan temple in Wales. What would become the first chapter of the
novella was published in the magazine The Whirlwind in 1890. Machen later extended The Great
God Pan and it was published as a book alongside another story, The Inmost Light, in 1894. The
novella begins with an experiment to allow a woman named Mary to see the supernatural world.
This is followed by an account of a series of mysterious happenings and deaths over many years
surrounding a woman named Helen Vaughan. At the end, the heroes confront Helen and force her to
kill herself. She undergoes a series of supernatural transformations before dying and is revealed to
be the child of Mary and the god Pan.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan Arthur Machen, 2021-01-01 The
Great God Pan' is a novella by Welsh writer Arthur Machen. It was first published in the year 1894.
On publication it was widely denounced by the press as degenerate and horrific because of its
decadent style and sexual content, although it has since garnered a reputation as a classic of horror.
Machen’s story was only one of many at the time to focus on the Greek God Pan as a useful symbol
for the power of nature and paganism.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan Illustrated Arthur Machen,
2019-11-16 The Great God Pan is a horror and fantasy novella by Welsh writer Arthur Machen.
Machen was inspired to write The Great God Pan by his experiences at the ruins of a pagan temple
in Wales. What would become the first chapter of the novella was published in the magazine The
Whirlwind in 1890. Machen later extended The Great God Pan and it was published as a book
alongside another story, The Inmost Light, in 1894. The novella begins with an experiment to allow a
woman named Mary to see the supernatural world. This is followed by an account of a series of
mysterious happenings and deaths over many years surrounding a woman named Helen Vaughan. At
the end, the heroes confront Helen and force her to kill herself. She undergoes a series of
supernatural transformations before dying and she is revealed to be the child of Mary and the god
Pan.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan (Annotated) Arthur Machen,
2020-02-04 Differentiated book- It has a historical context with research of the time-The great God
Pan is the first novel by Arthur Machen. It was published in 1894 and revised four years later.
Almost immediately, although not unexpectedly, Arthur Machen scaled the small Olympus of horror
writers, although this day was not without controversy. The great God Pan was hated, despised by
critics, and finally denounced as a brutal, disgusting book, due to its decadent style and the strange
sexuality that emerges from its pages. Naturally, the public did not accept this critical
indoctrination, and the novel continued to grow among readers. In The Great God Pan, a strange



operation to the brain of a young woman named Mary brings to this world the vision of a hidden
world for most mortals.He states that the Great Bread has not died, and that the forces of evil, in the
magical sense of the word, constantly wait for some of us to take them to the other side of the world.
The true nature of evil.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan Illustrated George Machen,
2020-12-08 The Great God Pan is a horror and fantasy novella by Welsh writer Arthur Machen.
Machen was inspired to write The Great God Pan by his experiences at the ruins of a pagan temple
in Wales. What would become the first chapter of the novella was published in the magazine The
Whirlwind in 1890. Machen later extended The Great God Pan and it was published as a book
alongside another story, The Inmost Light, in 1894. The novella begins with an experiment to allow a
woman named Mary to see the supernatural world. This is followed by an account of a series of
mysterious happenings and deaths over many years surrounding a woman named Helen Vaughan. At
the end, the heroes confront Helen and force her to kill herself. She undergoes a series of
supernatural transformations before dying and she is revealed to be the child of Mary and the god
Pan.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan Arthur Arthur Machen, 2017-07-21
How is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography included Unabridged (100% Original
content) Illustrated About The Great God Pan by Arthur Machen The Great God Pan is a novella by
Welsh writer Arthur Machen. Machen's story was only one of many at the time to focus on the Greek
God Pan as a useful symbol for the power of nature and paganism. The title was possibly inspired by
the poem A Musical Instrument published in 1862 by Elizabeth Barrett Browning, in which the first
line of every stanza ends ... the great god Pan. The Great God Pan was brought to the stage in 2008
by the WildClaw Theatre Company in Chicago. It was adapted and directed by WildClaw artistic
director Charley Sherman. The Great God Pan was highly influential on the circle of writers around
H. P. Lovecraft. The story's depiction of a monstrous half-human hybrid inspired the plot of
Lovecraft's The Dunwich Horror (1928), which refers by name to Machen's story. According to
Lovecraft scholar Robert M. Price, The Dunwich Horror is in every sense an homage to Machen and
even a pastiche. There is little in Lovecraft's wonderful story that does not come directly out of
Machen's fiction.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: THE GREAT GOD PAN (Horror Classic) Arthur
Machen, 2016-05-11 This carefully crafted ebook: THE GREAT GOD PAN (Horror Classic) is
formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. On publication it was
widely denounced by the press as degenerate and horrific because of its decadent style and sexual
content, although it has since garnered a reputation as a classic of horror. In Supernatural Horror in
Literature, H. P. Lovecraft praised the story, saying: No one could begin to describe the cumulative
suspense and ultimate horror with which every paragraph abounds; he added that the sensitive
reader reaches the end with an appreciative shudder. Lovecraft also noted, however, that
melodrama is undeniably present, and coincidence is stretched to a length which appears absurd
upon analysis. Bennett Cerf described the story as a masterpiece. Arthur Machen (1863-1947) was a
Welsh author and mystic of the 1890s and early 20th century. He is best known for his influential
supernatural, fantasy, and horror fiction. His book The Great God Pan has garnered a reputation as
a classic of horror (Stephen King has called it Maybe the best [horror story] in the English
language).
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan - Arthur Machen Arthur Machen,
2020-07-17 The Great God Pan is a horror and fantasy novella by Welsh writer Arthur Machen.
Machen was inspired to write The Great God Pan by his experiences at the ruins of a pagan temple
in Wales. On publication it was widely denounced by the press as degenerate and horrific because of
its decadent style and sexual content, although it has since garnered a reputation as a classic of
horror. Machen's story was only one of many at the time to focus on Pan as a useful symbol for the
power of nature and paganism.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Arthur Machen Reader Arthur Machen, 2013-01-01



The Arthur Machen Reader comprises of a collection of the works by Arthur Machen: 1. The Great
God Pan 2. The White People 3. A Fragment of Life 4. The Inmost Light 5. The Shining Pyramid
Enjoy!
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan (Illustrated Edition) Arthur Machen,
2021-09-12 The Great God Pan is a horror and fantasy novella by Welsh writer Arthur Machen.
Machen was inspired to write The Great God Pan by his experiences at the ruins of a pagan temple
in Wales. What would become the first chapter of the novella was published in the magazine The
Whirlwind in 1890. Machen later extended The Great God Pan and it was published as a book
alongside another story, The Inmost Light, in 1894. The novella begins with an experiment to allow a
woman named Mary to see the supernatural world. This is followed by an account of a series of
mysterious happenings and deaths over many years surrounding a woman named Helen Vaughan. At
the end, the heroes confront Helen and force her to kill herself. She undergoes a series of
supernatural transformations before dying and she is revealed to be the child of Mary and the god
Pan.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan Arthur Machen, 2015-01-01
Classics in speculative fiction, Arthur Machen's most famous stories are journeys through fear,
madness, and the furthest regions of the unknown. A woman is rendered catatonic after a doctor's
botched attempt at brain surgery. The surgery, it seems, has opened the woman to a forbidden fold
in existence, a place not meant for human eyes, a place where The Great God Pan dwells. Years
later, men of good position begin committing suicide in the most heinous ways, and for no apparent
reason. But behind this trail of bodies is a mysterious woman. What is her connection to the
suicides? And even more disturbing, what secrets does she share with the catatonic victim of a
horrid medical experiment, a devastated woman who was shown the horrors of The Great God Pan?
Also contains The Angels of Mons: The Bowmen and Other Legends of the War. --Part of the
BROKEN GROUND series of novellas-- The Broken Ground project is a series of classic novellas that
have influenced, revolutionized, or perfected the art of storytelling. These groundbreaking stories
forced the boundaries and formed the future of literature, sometimes creating entire styles and
genres in the process. With the idea that such works should be studied so that foundations can be
understood, Broken Ground is dedicated to presenting these short-but-powerful novellas in a quality
- yet affordable - package worthy of the words they contain.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: Arthur Machen Arthur Machen, 2016-08-05 A woman in
Wales has her mind destroyed by a scientist's attempt to enable her to see the god of nature Pan.
Years later, a young woman named Helen Vaughan arrives on the London social scene, disturbing
many young men and causing some to commit suicide; it transpires that she is the monstrous
offspring of the god Pan and the woman in the experiment.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The great god Pan / Der große Gott Pan Arthur
Machen, 2020-03-05 The Great God Pan is a horror and fantasy novel by the Welsh writer Arthur
Machen. Machen was inspired to write about the Great God Pan through his experiences in the ruins
of a pagan temple in Wales. The novel begins with an experiment that allows a woman named Mary
to see the supernatural world. This is followed by a report of a series of mysterious events and
deaths over many years. But who or what is behind them? Stephen King described the story as
perhaps the best [horror story] in the English language. Der Große Gott Pan ist eine Horror- und
Fantasienovelle des walisischen Schriftstellers Arthur Machen. Machen wurde durch seine
Erlebnisse in den Ruinen eines heidnischen Tempels in Wales zum Schreiben des Großen Gottes Pan
inspiriert. Die Novelle beginnt mit einem Experiment, das einer Frau namens Maria erlaubt, die
übernatürliche Welt zu sehen. Es folgt ein Bericht über eine Reihe von mysteriösen Ereignissen und
Todesfällen über viele Jahre hinweg. Aber wer oder was steckt dahinter? Stephen King beschrieb die
Geschichte als vielleicht die beste [Horrorgeschichte] in der englischen Sprache.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan Arthur Machen, 2018-11-03 The
Great God Pan is a horror and fantasy novella by Welsh writer Arthur Machen. Machen was inspired
to write The Great God Pan by his experiences at the ruins of a pagan temple in Wales. What would



become the first chapter of the novella was published in the magazine The Whirlwind in 1890.
Machen later extended The Great God Pan and it was published as a book alongside another story,
The Inmost Light, in 1894. The novella begins with an experiment to allow a woman named Mary to
see the supernatural world. This is followed by an account of a series of mysterious happenings and
deaths over many years surrounding a woman named Helen Vaughan. At the end, the heroes
confront Helen and force her to kill herself. She undergoes a series of supernatural transformations
before dying and she is revealed to be the child of Mary and the god Pan.On publication, it was
widely denounced by the press as degenerate and horrific because of its implied sexual content, and
the novella hurt Machen's reputation as an author. Beginning in the 1920s, Machen's work was
critically re-evaluated and The Great God Pan has since garnered a reputation as a classic of horror.
Literary critics have noted the influence of other nineteenth-century authors on The Great God Pan
and offered differing opinions on whether or not it can be considered an example of Gothic fiction or
science fiction. The novella has influenced the work of horror writers such as Bram Stoker, H. P.
Lovecraft, and Stephen King, and has been adapted for the stage twice. ................Arthur Machen ( 3
March 1863
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan Arthur Machen, 2015-10-09 Dr.
Raymond's ultimate goal is to devise a way to open the mind of man so that he may experience all
the world has to offer. He calls this, seeing the great god Pan. After much study of the human mind
he devises an experiment which involves minor brain surgery. He performs this experiment on a
young woman named Mary, but when she awakes she is terrified and mentally crippled. Years later,
the beautiful but sinister-looking Helen Vaughan is reported to have caused a series of mysterious
happenings in a small nameless town. She spends all her days in the woods, scares a boy so much he
is hospitalized, and leads to the rape of her best friend Rachel. Helen then moves to the London
social scene and marries a man named Herbert. Years later Herbert is found by his former friend
Villiers to be a beggar and vagrant. When asked how he has fallen so low, Herbert replies that he
has been corrupted body and soul by his wife. Helen disappears for some time, supposedly taking
part in disturbing orgies somewhere in the Americas. When she returns as Mrs. Beaumont she is
followed by a series of suicides. Villiers discovers that she is in fact Helen and goes to confront her.
He persuades her to hang herself and she has a very abnormal death, transforming between human
and beast before finally dying. Ultimately, it is discovered that Helen is the child of Mary and Pan,
who was let in when Raymond opened her mind up to him.
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan, And, the Inmost Light. By:
Arthur Machen Arthur Machen, 2018-02-08 The Great God Pan is a novella by Welsh writer Arthur
Machen. A version of the story was published in the magazine The Whirlwind in 1890, and Machen
revised and extended it for its book publication (together with another story, The Inmost Light) in
1894. On publication it was widely denounced by the press as degenerate and horrific because of its
decadent style and sexual content, but it has since garnered a reputation as a classic of horror.[1]
Machen's story was only one of many at the time to focus on the Greek God Pan as a useful symbol
for the power of nature and paganism. The title was possibly inspired by the poem A Musical
Instrument published in 1862 by Elizabeth Barrett Browning, in which the first line of every stanza
ends ... the great god Pan. Synopsis[edit] Clarke agrees, somewhat unwillingly, to bear witness to a
strange experiment performed by his friend, Dr. Raymond. The ultimate goal of the doctor is to open
the mind of man so that he may experience the spiritual world, an experience he calls seeing the
great god Pan. He performs the experiment, which involves minor brain surgery, on a young woman
named Mary. She awakens from the operation awed and terrified but quickly becomes a hopeless
idiot. Years later, Clarke learns of a beautiful but sinister girl named Helen Vaughan, who is
reported to have caused a series of mysterious happenings in her town. She spends much of her time
in the woods near her house, and takes other children on prolonged twilight rambles in the
countryside that disturb the parents of the town. One day, a young boy stumbles across her playing
on the grass with a 'strange naked man, '; the boy becomes hysterical and later, after seeing a
Roman statue of a satyr's head, becomes permanently feeble-minded. Helen also forms an unusually



close friendship with a neighbour girl, Rachel, whom she leads several times into the woods. On one
occasion Rachel returns home distraught, half-naked and rambling. Shortly after explaining what
happened to her mother (never revealed in the story), she returns to the woods and disappears
forever. Years later, Villiers happens across his old friend Herbert, who has become a vagrant since
they last met. When asked how he has fallen so low, Herbert replies that he has been corrupted body
and soul by his wife. After some investigation with Clarke and another character, Austin, it is
revealed that Helen was Herbert's wife, and that the two had been involved rather suspiciously in
the death of a well-to-do man. Herbert is later found dead. Helen disappears for some time,
supposedly taking part in disturbing orgies somewhere in the Americas. She eventually returns to
London under the pseudonym Mrs. Beaumont, her appearance followed by a series of suicides.
Villiers and Clarke, each learning of Mrs. Beaumont's true identity, band together and confront
Helen in her house. They persuade her to hang herself, and Helen has a very abnormal death,
transforming between human and beast before finally dying. It is finally revealed that Helen is the
child of Mary and the great god Pan, who was let in when Dr. Raymond opened her mind up to
him.... Arthur Machen (3 March 1863 - 15 December 1947) was a Welsh author and mystic of the
1890s and early 20th century. ...............
  the great god pan by arthur machen: The Great God Pan and the Angels of Mons Arthur
Machen, 2015-01-14 Classics in speculative fiction, Arthur Machen's most famous stories are
journeys through fear, madness, and the furthest regions of the unknown. A woman is rendered
catatonic after a doctor's botched attempt at brain surgery. The surgery, it seems, has opened the
woman to a forbidden fold in existence, a place not meant for human eyes, a place where The Great
God Pan dwells. Years later, men of good position begin committing suicide in the most heinous
ways, and for no apparent reason. But behind this trail of bodies is a mysterious woman. What is her
connection to the suicides? And even more disturbing, what secrets does she share with the
catatonic victim of a horrid medical experiment, a devastated woman who was shown the horrors of
The Great God Pan? Also contains The Angels of Mons: The Bowmen and Other Legends of the War.
--Part of the BROKEN GROUND series of novellas-- The Broken Ground project is a series of classic
novellas that have influenced, revolutionized, or perfected the art of storytelling. These
groundbreaking stories forced the boundaries and formed the future of literature, sometimes
creating entire styles and genres in the process. With the idea that such works should be studied so
that foundations can be understood, Broken Ground is dedicated to presenting these
short-but-powerful novellas in a quality - yet affordable - package worthy of the words they contain.
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