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Teaching Writing in Small Groups: Unlocking Creativity and Collaboration

Teaching writing in small groups offers a unique and dynamic approach to developing students'
writing skills. Unlike traditional whole-class instruction, small group settings create an intimate
environment where learners can receive personalized feedback, engage in meaningful discussions,
and build confidence as writers. This method fosters collaboration, peer support, and active
participation, which are essential elements in nurturing effective communication and creativity.

Why Choose Small Group Instruction for Writing?

Writing is a complex skill that benefits greatly from interaction and reflection. When students write
in isolation, they might struggle silently with challenges such as organizing ideas, grammar, or
voice. Small group instruction addresses these issues by promoting dialogue and shared learning
experiences.

Individualized Attention and Differentiation

One of the standout advantages of teaching writing in small groups is the ability to tailor instruction
according to each learner’s needs. In a group of four to six students, teachers can identify specific
areas where individuals struggle and offer targeted strategies. For instance, some students might
need support with sentence structure, while others focus on crafting compelling introductions or
developing arguments.

Enhanced Peer Feedback and Collaboration

Small groups naturally encourage peer-to-peer interaction. Students can share drafts, exchange
ideas, and provide constructive criticism in a supportive setting. This collaborative atmosphere not
only improves writing quality but also helps students develop critical thinking skills and empathy by
considering different perspectives.

Effective Strategies for Teaching Writing in Small
Groups

Incorporating small group instruction into your writing curriculum requires thoughtful planning and
adaptable techniques. Here are some effective strategies to maximize the benefits of this approach.



Set Clear Objectives for Each Session

Before gathering your small group, establish specific goals for the lesson. Whether you’'re focusing
on narrative development, persuasive techniques, or grammar essentials, clear objectives help
maintain focus and measure progress. Share these goals with your students to keep them engaged
and aware of their learning targets.

Use Mini-Lessons to Address Common Challenges

Mini-lessons are short, focused teaching moments that address particular writing skills or concepts.
After assessing the needs of your small group, deliver mini-lessons that tackle common difficulties
such as thesis statements, paragraph transitions, or descriptive language. This targeted approach
ensures that instruction is relevant and immediately applicable.

Incorporate Writing Workshops and Peer Review

A writing workshop model is particularly effective in small groups. Allocate time for students to
write, share their work, and receive feedback from peers and the teacher. This cyclical process
encourages revision and reflection, which are crucial for developing strong writing habits.

Utilize Graphic Organizers and Visual Aids

Visual tools like story maps, Venn diagrams, and flowcharts can help students organize their
thoughts and structure their writing logically. These aids are especially helpful for visual learners
and can simplify complex writing tasks by breaking them into manageable steps.

Challenges and Solutions in Small Group Writing
Instruction

While teaching writing in small groups has many benefits, it also presents certain challenges that
educators should be prepared to address.

Managing Group Dynamics

Group interactions can sometimes lead to dominance by a few students or disengagement by others.
To prevent this, establish clear participation guidelines and rotate roles such as discussion leader,
note-taker, and presenter. Encouraging equitable involvement ensures that every voice is heard.



Balancing Individual and Group Needs

Teachers may find it difficult to address individual writing goals while maintaining group cohesion.
One solution is to blend whole-group mini-lessons with personalized writing conferences. This hybrid
model allows for both collective learning and focused attention.

Time Constraints

Small group instruction can be time-intensive. Scheduling consistent sessions and setting realistic
expectations for progress can help manage this challenge. Additionally, integrating technology, such
as collaborative writing platforms, can facilitate ongoing feedback outside of class time.

Technology Tools to Enhance Small Group Writing
Instruction

Incorporating digital resources can enrich the small group writing experience by providing
interactive and flexible learning opportunities.

Collaborative Writing Platforms

Tools like Google Docs and Microsoft OneNote enable students to co-author documents, comment on
peers’ work, and track revisions in real time. This promotes continuous collaboration and allows
teachers to monitor progress easily.

Writing Apps and Grammar Checkers

Applications such as Grammarly, Hemingway Editor, and ProWritingAid can provide immediate
feedback on grammar, style, and readability. Using these tools in small groups encourages students
to self-edit and refine their work before sharing with peers.

Interactive Whiteboards and Digital Storytelling

Interactive whiteboards can facilitate brainstorming and planning sessions, while digital storytelling
apps allow students to create multimedia narratives. These technologies make writing more
engaging and accessible, especially for diverse learners.



Building a Positive Writing Community

Beyond skill development, teaching writing in small groups helps cultivate a supportive community
where students feel safe to express themselves and take creative risks.

Encouraging a Growth Mindset

Reinforce the idea that writing is a process of continuous improvement rather than a fixed talent.
Celebrate effort, experimentation, and revision to help students embrace challenges and learn from
mistakes.

Fostering Respectful and Constructive Feedback

Teach students how to give and receive feedback respectfully. Model specific language for praise
and suggestions, emphasizing that critique is a tool for growth, not judgment.

Celebrating Successes Together

Showcase students’ work through group readings, class blogs, or bulletin boards. Recognizing
achievements boosts motivation and strengthens the bonds within the writing group.

Teaching writing in small groups transforms the writing classroom into a vibrant, interactive space
where learners support each other and grow as confident communicators. By combining
personalized instruction, collaborative activities, and thoughtful use of technology, educators can
unlock each student’s potential and make writing an enjoyable, meaningful experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the benefits of teaching writing in small groups?

Teaching writing in small groups allows for more personalized instruction, increased student
engagement, and opportunities for peer feedback, which can improve writing skills more effectively
than whole-class instruction.

How can teachers effectively manage small group writing
sessions?

Teachers can manage small group writing sessions by setting clear goals, establishing routines,
providing targeted feedback, and using formative assessments to monitor progress and adjust
instruction accordingly.



What strategies can be used to differentiate writing
instruction in small groups?

Teachers can differentiate instruction by grouping students based on writing ability, interests, or
specific skill needs, providing tailored prompts, using scaffolding techniques, and offering varied
resources to support individual learning.

How can peer collaboration in small groups enhance writing
skills?

Peer collaboration encourages students to share ideas, give and receive constructive feedback, and
learn from each other's writing styles, which can lead to improved writing clarity, creativity, and
critical thinking.

What role does technology play in teaching writing in small
groups?

Technology can support small group writing instruction by facilitating collaborative writing through
shared documents, providing access to digital writing tools and resources, and enabling teachers to
track progress and provide timely feedback.

Additional Resources

Teaching Writing in Small Groups: An Analytical Perspective on Collaborative Literacy Instruction

teaching writing in small groups has emerged as a dynamic and increasingly popular approach in
contemporary education. This method emphasizes personalized learning experiences, peer
interaction, and targeted instruction, providing an alternative to traditional whole-class writing
lessons. As educators seek to enhance student engagement and improve writing outcomes,
understanding the nuances and practicalities of small group instruction becomes essential. This
article explores the pedagogical foundations, benefits, challenges, and effective strategies for
teaching writing in small groups, supported by current research and classroom insights.

The Pedagogical Foundations of Small Group Writing
Instruction

Small group writing instruction aligns with constructivist learning theories, which posit that
students construct knowledge actively through interaction and collaboration. Unlike traditional
teacher-led lectures, small group settings encourage learners to articulate ideas, receive immediate
feedback, and observe diverse writing styles among peers. Research indicates that this environment
fosters deeper cognitive engagement and supports differentiated instruction tailored to individual
student needs.

Moreover, principles of formative assessment are naturally embedded in small group teaching.
Educators can closely monitor student progress, identify specific challenges such as grammar,



organization, or coherence, and adapt lessons accordingly. This level of responsiveness is often
difficult to achieve in larger classrooms.

Key Features of Teaching Writing in Small Groups

¢ Personalized Feedback: Teachers can provide targeted guidance on students’ writing drafts.

¢ Collaborative Learning: Peer discussions and peer review promote critical thinking and
revision skills.

 Flexible Grouping: Groups can be formed based on skill level, writing genre, or interest
areas.

e Increased Writing Time: Small groups often allow more focused writing practice.

e Motivation and Engagement: Students may feel more comfortable sharing in smaller
settings, boosting confidence.

Advantages of Small Group Writing Instruction

The advantages of teaching writing in small groups extend beyond personalized attention. One
significant benefit is the increased opportunity for peer interaction, which research suggests
enhances motivation and accountability. When students collaborate, they not only exchange ideas
but also learn to critique constructively and revise effectively, skills essential for writing
development.

In addition, small groups enable differentiated instruction more seamlessly. For example, a group
focused on narrative writing can tackle genre-specific challenges, while another group may work on
expository techniques. This flexibility can lead to improved outcomes, particularly for students who
struggle with writing or have diverse learning needs.

Data from educational studies show that students in small group writing settings often demonstrate
higher engagement levels and improved writing scores compared to those in whole-class instruction.
However, it is worth noting that success depends on well-trained teachers who can manage group
dynamics and balance instruction across groups.

Challenges in Teaching Writing in Small Groups

Despite its benefits, teaching writing in small groups is not without challenges. One common issue is
managing classroom logistics, such as scheduling multiple small sessions within limited instructional
time. Additionally, ensuring equitable participation among students can be difficult—some may
dominate discussions while others remain passive.



Another challenge lies in maintaining consistent curriculum pacing. When groups progress at
different rates, teachers must carefully coordinate to meet broader learning objectives. There is also
the potential for uneven skill development if groups become isolated or if peer feedback lacks
quality.

Educators must also be mindful of assessment practices. Traditional grading systems may not fully
capture individual contributions in collaborative settings, necessitating alternative evaluation
models.

Effective Strategies for Successful Small Group Writing
Instruction

Implementing small group writing instruction effectively requires deliberate planning and adaptive
teaching methods. Below are several strategies that have proven successful in diverse educational
contexts:

1. Purposeful Group Formation

Groups should be formed based on clear criteria, such as writing proficiency, interests, or specific
skill needs. This intentional grouping helps tailor instruction and fosters peer support. Rotating
groups periodically can expose students to varied perspectives and prevent stagnation.

2. Structured Writing Activities

Providing well-designed writing prompts and clear objectives ensures that small group sessions
remain focused. Activities might include brainstorming sessions, drafting exercises, peer editing
workshops, or genre-specific practice.

3. Training Students in Peer Review

Teaching students how to give and receive constructive feedback enhances the quality of peer
interactions. Structured rubrics and guided questions can help students focus on key writing
elements, promoting meaningful revisions.

4. Integrating Technology

Digital tools such as collaborative documents and writing apps facilitate real-time feedback and
revision, especially in blended or remote learning environments. These platforms can also help track
individual contributions within group work.



5. Continuous Professional Development

Teachers benefit from ongoing training focused on small group facilitation techniques, formative
assessment strategies, and classroom management to optimize learning outcomes.

Comparing Small Group Writing Instruction with
Whole-Class Approaches

While whole-class instruction allows educators to address all students simultaneously, it often limits
opportunities for interaction and individualized support. Conversely, teaching writing in small
groups provides a more intimate setting conducive to personalized learning but requires more
complex planning and classroom management.

A comparative study by the National Writing Project found that students in small group settings
made greater gains in writing fluency and quality over a semester than peers in whole-class
instruction. However, it also highlighted the necessity of skilled teachers to maximize these benefits.

Balancing Both Approaches

Many successful programs combine whole-class and small group instruction, using the former for
introducing concepts and the latter for practice and reinforcement. This hybrid model leverages the
strengths of both methods, ensuring comprehensive coverage and individualized support.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions

As educational paradigms shift towards student-centered learning, teaching writing in small groups
is gaining further traction. Innovations such as adaptive learning software and Al-driven writing
assistants are beginning to complement small group instruction, personalizing feedback and
scaffolding writing processes.

Moreover, culturally responsive teaching practices are being integrated into small group settings to
address diverse student backgrounds and promote equity. Research continues to explore how group
composition and dynamics affect writing development, informing best practices.

In the evolving landscape of literacy education, small group writing instruction stands out as a

flexible, effective approach that empowers both teachers and students. Its success hinges on
thoughtful implementation and a commitment to fostering collaborative, reflective writers.
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teaching writing in small groups: Teaching Writing in Small Groups Jennifer Serravallo,
2021-03-09

teaching writing in small groups: Teaching Reading in Small Groups Jennifer Serravallo,
2010 Meet instructional challenges effectively and efficiently by uncovering hidden time for meeting
individual students' needs. With small groups, you'll work closely with more children each day with
her how-tos on using formative assessment to create groups from common needs; differentiating for
individuals, even in a group; and enhancing Tier 1 and Tier 2 instruction.

teaching writing in small groups: Small-group Writing Conferences, K-5 Holly Slaughter,
2009 How can you work with twice as many students each day? And give struggling writers more
attention? All without diminishing the quality of your teaching? By making the most of conferring
with Small-Group Writing Conferences. Small-Group Writing Conferences shows why small groups
work. And how they can boost your instructional effectiveness. You'll compliment and coach more
students through the writing process each day. You'll focus on explicitly teaching writing strategies,
scaffolding learning across everything students write. You'll gather more assessment information
than ever - a big help for differentiation Your teaching will stick better as students practice and
discuss strategies together, then link them to prior learning. Holly Slaughter tells you when and how
to use small-groups and gives you tips for planning, record keeping, and trouble shooting. She
describes four kinds of writing conferences that allow you to plan instruction or confer whenever
and however you need to: Table Conferences - Conferring with heterogeneous groups to address
some students' needs and reinforce strategies for others Skill Conferences - Grouping students with
similar needs for explicit instruction or guided practice Expectation Conferences - Using groups to
teach students to manage materials and self-monitor Progress Conferences - Seeing how a group has
fared with a strategy and promoting accountability for learning. Every moment you spend conferring
is precious. Read Small Group Writing Conferences and discover how small groups can help you
make each second twice as valuable.

teaching writing in small groups: Making the Most of Small Groups Debbie Diller,
2023-10-10 Author Debbie Diller turns her attention to small reading groups and the teacher's role
in small-group instruction. Making the Most of Small Groups: Differentiation for All grapples with
difficult questions regarding small-group instruction in elementary classrooms such as: How do I
find the time? How can I be more organized? How do I form groups? How can I differentiate to meet
the needs of all of my students? Structured around the five essential reading elements -
comprehension, fluency, phonemic awareness, phonics, and vocabulary - the book provides practical
tips, sample lessons, lesson plans and templates, suggestions for related literacy work stations, and
connections to whole-group instruction. In addition to ideas to use immediately in the classroom,
Diller provides an overview of relevant research and reflection questions for professional
conversations.

teaching writing in small groups: Welcome to Writing Workshop Lynne Dorfman, Stacey
Shubitz, 2023-10-10 Stacey Shubitz and Lynne Dorfman welcome you to experience the writing
workshop for the first time or in a new light with Welcome to Writing Workshop: Engaging Today's
Students with a Model That Works. Through strategic routines, tips, resources, and short focused
video clips, teachers can create the sights and sounds of a thriving writing workshop where: ¢ Both
students and teachers are working authors ¢ Students spend most of their time writing—not just
learning about ite Student choice is encouraged to help create engaged writers, not compliant ones
* Students are part of the formative assessment process ¢ Students will look forward to writing
time—not dread it. From explanations of writing process and writing traits to small-group strategy
lessons and mini-lessons, this book will provide the know-how to feel confident and comfortable in
the teaching of writers.

teaching writing in small groups: Practical Ideas for Teaching Writing as a Process Carol B.
Olson, 1996-02 Contains a collection of specific classroom strategies & suggestions for teaching
writing to elementary school students according to an eight-stage process. Specific techniques for
teaching each stage of the writing process & descriptions of proven approaches for using these



techniques are also included. A wonderful resource, a labor of love from a large & talented group of
educators. Had its beginnings in the California Writing Project at the Univ. of California, Irvine. Best
Seller! Illustrated.

teaching writing in small groups: Teaching Writing Christina Russell McDonald, Robert L.
McDonald, 2002 Teaching Writing: Landmarks and Horizons, edited by Christina Russell McDonald
and Robert L. McDonald, is designed to present an overview of some of the major developments in
the establishment of composition studies as a field during the past thirty-five years. The essays are
theoretically grounded but are focused on pedagogy as well. Divided into two parts, the first
presents nine landmark essays, selected and introduced by distinguished composition scholars, and
the second brings together eight new essays by emerging scholars.

teaching writing in small groups: Planning to Teach Writing Emma Caulfield, 2016-03-02
Written by an experienced teacher and literacy consultant, Planning to Teach Writing offers an
easy-to-use, tried-and-tested framework that will reduce teachers’ planning time while raising
standards in writing. Using the circles planning approach, it provides fresh inspiration for teachers
who want to engage and enthuse their pupils, with exciting and varied hooks into writing, including
picture books, short stories, novels and films. Exploring effective assessment practice, each chapter
puts the needs and interests of pupils at the forefront of planning, and models how to design units of
work that will lead to high-quality writing outcomes in any primary school classroom. The book uses
a simple formula for success: 1 Find the gaps in learning for your students. 2 Choose a hook that you
know will engage your students. 3 Select a unit plan that you know will support you to get the best
writing out of your students. 4 Tailor it. 5 Teach it! With a fantastic range of hooks to inspire
teaching and learning, Planning to Teach Writing ensures successful planning that will maximise
engagement, enjoyment and achievement. This book is an accessible and necessary resource for any
teacher planning to teach writing in their classroom.

teaching writing in small groups: Teach Writing Well Ruth Culham, 2023-10-10 Ask great
writers what the key to writing well is and they will tell you revision. Author Ruth Culham, both a
successful writer and writing teacher, understands the challenges elementary teachers face when
teaching writing and revision and now shares her knowledge in Teach Writing Well: How to Assess
Writing, Invigorate Instruction, and Rethink Revision. Divided into two parts, Culham’s book
provides ways to teach that are both accessible to the teacher and student. You will find techniques
to assess writing that are practical, and results driven. Inside you'll discover: Culham'’s traits of
writing and how to use them to read and assess student work Ways to guide revision decisions using
these traits as common language How to address challenges students may face within the different
modes of writing (narrative, expository, and persuasive) Strategic lessons to teach the writer that
scaffold students towards making their own craft decisions A chapter on mentor texts which can be
used to model traits and key qualities for your students Teach Writing Well pulls best practices
together and shows writing with fresh eyes.

teaching writing in small groups: Handbook of Research on Reconceptualizing
Preservice Teacher Preparation in Literacy Education Araujo, Juan J., Araujo, Dawn L.,
2021-12-17 As it stands, there is currently a void in education literature in how to best prepare
preservice teachers to meet the needs of individualized learners across multiple learning platforms,
social/economical contexts, language variety, and special education needs. The subject is in dire
need of support for the ongoing improvement of administrative, clinical, diagnostic, and instructional
practices related to the learning process. The Handbook of Research on Reconceptualizing
Preservice Teacher Preparation in Literacy Education stimulates the professional development of
preservice and inservice literacy educators and researchers. This book also promotes the excellence
in preservice and inservice literacy both nationally and internationally. Discussing topics such as
virtual classrooms, critical literacy, and teacher preparation, this book serves as an ideal resource
for tenure- track faculty in literacy education, clinical faculty, field supervisors who work with
preservice teacher educators, community college faculty, university faculty who are in the midst of
reconceptualizing undergraduate teacher education curriculum, mentor teachers working with



preservice teachers, district personnel, researchers, students, and curricula developers who wish to
understand the needs of preservice teacher education.

teaching writing in small groups: Teaching Writing Through Peer Revision Marcia A.
Chapman, 1988

teaching writing in small groups: Teaching Reading Across the Day, Grades K-8 Jennifer
Serravallo, 2024-04-21 Reading well across disciplines and within varied contexts will help students
to be versatile, flexible, deep readers who can better learn from their reading, transfer skills across
subjects, and use strategies to meet the unique demands of reading in each content area. - Jennifer
Serravallo Research-based, easy-to-use lesson structures for explicit and engaging teaching In
Teaching Reading Across the Day, literacy expert Jennifer Serravallo provides nine effective,
predictable, research-based lesson structures that help busy teachers save planning time and focus
their teaching—and student attention—on content rather than procedures. Each of the nine lesson
structures (read aloud, phonics and spelling, vocabulary, focus, shared reading, close reading,
guided inquiry, reader’s theater, and conversation) has its own chapter and features a wealth of
resources that let you see the lessons in action in ELA, Science, and Social Studies classes,
including: An annotated teaching vignette, lesson explanation, and research notes Tips for planning,
structure and timing suggestions, and ideas for responsive teaching Detailed planning templates and
22 accompanying online videos covering over 3 hours of classroom footage Jen’s reflections, key
look-fors, and ideas for next steps The nine lesson structures can be used with any curriculum or
core program, text, and subject, making it easier for teachers to maximize explicit and engaging
teaching time across the day, and simplify planning and preparation. Jen incorporates a wide range
of compelling research about how best to teach reading to every student in your class and translates
the research (or the science of teaching reading) into high-leverage moves you can count on to
deliver powerful lessons again and again. She also honors the art of teaching reading, helping
teachers tap into their experience and hone their expertise to make quick, effective classroom
decisions that take student learning to the next level.

teaching writing in small groups: More Planning to Teach Writing Emma Caulfield,
2021-05-26 Written by an experienced teacher and literacy consultant, this book offers an
easy-to-use approach that will reduce teachers’ planning time while raising standards in writing.
Building on the success of Planning to Teach Writing, it includes modern and classic picture books,
short stories, and novels to provide a fantastic new range of hooks to inspire teaching and learning.
Using a tried and tested planning approach and explaining how best to use baseline assessment to
build upon children’s writerly knowledge and skills it help teachers to produce effective unit plans
for writing, and in doing so, they will be able to concentrate on the core business of teaching units
that help children to fulfil their potential as writers. The book uses a simple formula for success:
Find your students' gaps in learning. Choose a hook that you know will engage your students. Select
a unit plan that you know will support you to get the best writing out of your students. Tailor it to
your students. Teach it! This latest book is the perfect starting point for teachers planning to teach
writing in their classroom, and the new stories and activities provide fresh ideas to those who are
already familiar with the circle planning approach used in Planning to Teach Writing.

teaching writing in small groups: Real-World Writers: A Handbook for Teaching
Writing with 7-11 Year Olds Ross Young, Felicity Ferguson, 2020-05-28 Real-World Writers shows
teachers how they can teach their pupils to write well and with pleasure, purpose and power. It
demonstrates how classrooms can be transformed into genuine communities of writers where
talking, reading, writing and sharing give children confidence, motivation and a sense of the
relevance writing has to their own lives and learning. Based on their practical experience and what
research says is the most effective practice, the authors share detailed guidance on how teachers
can provide writing study lessons drawing on what real writers do and how to teach grammar
effectively. They also share a variety of authentic class writing projects with accompanying teacher
notes that will encourage children to use genres appropriately, creatively and flexibly. The authors’
simple yet comprehensive approach includes how to teach the processes and craft knowledge



involved in creating successful and meaningful texts. This book is invaluable for all primary
practitioners who wish to teach writing for real.

teaching writing in small groups: Teaching Writing with Picture Books as Models
Rosanne Kurstedt, Maria Koutras, 2000 Presents lessons designed to show teachers how to use
picture books to teach writing skills to students in grades four through eight, and includes
recommended reading lists.

teaching writing in small groups: Teaching Writing Adele Fiderer, 1993 Grade level: 2, 3,
4,5,6,p, e 1,t.

teaching writing in small groups: Teaching Writing Through Theatre Kelly 1. Aliano,
Dongshin Chang, 2024-11-09 This volume presents an introspective study of writing pedagogy,
explored through the lens of theatre and performance. The chapters explore assessment and issues
related to student engagement, in both in-person and online learning spaces, and consider aspects
such as class design, environment, activities, and curriculum. The authors draw on educational
theory and inquiry-based pedagogy as well as their own experiences to lay out a comprehensive
blueprint for teaching in a student centered classroom.

teaching writing in small groups: Next Generation Genres: Teaching Writing for Civic and
Academic Engagement Jessica Singer Early, 2022-11-29 Students need updated writing genres, and
a real reason to write. Evolutions in technology and connectivity have brought about significant
changes in the ways writing is produced and shared. Yet despite monumental shifts in the practice of
writing, how we teach writing has remained largely static. What we need is a new set of genres for
writing instruction: genres that will speak to students who are already immersed in rich and
multifaceted literacy practices through social media, gaming, and new technologies. Jessica S.
Early’s Next Generation Genres provides an alternative framework for a secondary writing
curriculum that places a central emphasis on helping students gain the experience they need to
write with confidence in academic and civic life. If your students’ eyes glaze over when they face a
standard essay assignment, perhaps it’s time to let them try writing an infographic or a podcast!

teaching writing in small groups: Teaching Writing Josephine Koster Tarvers, 1991

teaching writing in small groups: Preparing to Teach Writing James D. Williams,
2014-02-05 Preparing to Teach Writing, Fourth Edition is a comprehensive survey of theories,
research, and methods associated with teaching composition successfully at the middle, secondary,
and college levels. Research and theory are examined with the aim of informing teaching. Practicing
and prospective writing teachers need the information and strategies this text provides to be
effective and well prepared for the many challenges they will face in the classroom. Features
Current—combines discussions and references to foundational studies that helped define the field of
rhetoric and composition, with updated research, theories, and applications Research
based—thorough examination of relevant research in education, literacy, cognition, linguistics, and
grammar Steadfast adherence to best practices based on how students learn and on how to provide
the most effective writing instruction A Companion Website provides sample assignments and
student papers that can be analyzed using the research and theory presented in the text.
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