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Study of Religion Called: Exploring the Academic Journey into Faith and
Belief

study of religion called is a fascinating academic field that seeks to
understand the diverse ways in which humans experience, express, and organize
their beliefs and spiritual lives. This discipline goes beyond simply
cataloging religious practices—it delves into the historical, cultural,
psychological, and philosophical dimensions of religion. Whether you're
curious about ancient mythologies, contemporary faith movements, or the role
religion plays in society, the study of religion offers a rich tapestry of
insights.

What Is the Study of Religion Called?

The formal field dedicated to examining religion is commonly known as
Religious Studies or the Study of Religion. Sometimes, it overlaps with
Theology, but there are key distinctions. While Theology typically focuses on
the internal understanding and interpretation of a particular faith
tradition, Religious Studies takes a broader, more comparative and often
secular approach. It involves analyzing religions from multiple perspectives
including history, anthropology, sociology, psychology, and philosophy.

Religious Studies vs. Theology

Understanding the difference can clarify what the study of religion called
Religious Studies entails:

- **Religious Studies**: An academic discipline that studies religion as a
human phenomenon. It employs objective methods to compare and contrast
different religions, their origins, rituals, texts, and impacts on societies.
- **Theology**: Often faith-based and confessional, theology involves
interpreting and reflecting upon religious beliefs from within a particular
tradition.

This distinction helps learners and scholars decide their approach when
engaging with religion academically.

Key Areas Within the Study of Religion Called
Religious Studies

The study of religion called Religious Studies is multidisciplinary by
nature. It incorporates various subfields and methodologies to paint a
holistic picture of religion’s role in human life.

Historical and Textual Analysis



One major aspect involves tracing the origins and development of religious
traditions. Scholars analyze sacred texts such as the Bible, Quran, Bhagavad
Gita, and others to understand doctrinal teachings, mythologies, and
historical contexts. This approach reveals how religious ideas evolved
alongside civilizations.

Anthropology and Sociology of Religion

Religion is deeply embedded in culture and social structures. Anthropologists
and sociologists study rituals, symbols, and community practices to see how
religion shapes identity and social cohesion. For example, examining how
festivals, rites of passage, or pilgrimage function within societies provides
insight into religion’s lived experience.

Psychology of Religion

Why do people believe? What psychological needs does religion fulfill? The
psychology of religion explores individual faith, spiritual experiences, and
the impact of religious belief on mental health. This subfield also
investigates phenomena like religious conversion, mysticism, and the role of
religion in coping with life’s challenges.

Philosophy of Religion

Philosophical inquiry into religion addresses fundamental questions about the
existence of God, the nature of faith, and the problem of evil. It challenges
assumptions and explores arguments both for and against religious claims,
enriching critical thinking about belief systems.

Why Is the Study of Religion Called Important?

In our increasingly interconnected and diverse world, understanding religion
is more crucial than ever. The study of religion called Religious Studies
fosters tolerance, empathy, and global awareness. Here are some compelling
reasons why this field matters:

Promotes Cultural Literacy: Religion influences art, literature, laws,
and customs worldwide. Knowing about different faiths helps decode
cultural expressions and social norms.

Encourages Interfaith Dialogue: By learning about various religions,
people can engage respectfully with others, reducing prejudice and
fostering peace.

Informs Public Policy: Governments and organizations often need nuanced
understanding of religious dynamics to address issues like human rights,
education, and conflict resolution.

Enhances Personal Growth: Exploring religious traditions can deepen
one’s own spirituality or philosophical outlook, regardless of personal



beliefs.

Approaches and Methodologies in the Study of
Religion Called Religious Studies

A significant strength of the study of religion lies in its diverse research
methods. Scholars use qualitative and quantitative approaches, often
combining tools from different disciplines.

Comparative Method

This involves juxtaposing beliefs, rituals, or narratives from multiple
religions to identify similarities and differences. For instance, comparing
creation myths across cultures can reveal universal themes or unique local
interpretations.

Fieldwork and Ethnography

Researchers immerse themselves in religious communities to observe practices
firsthand, conduct interviews, and gather data. Ethnographic studies provide
rich, contextualized understanding of how religion operates in everyday life.

Textual Criticism

Analyzing ancient manuscripts and scriptures critically helps scholars
uncover historical layers, authorship questions, and textual variations. This
careful study informs both academic and faith-based interpretations.

Interdisciplinary Integration

Religious Studies often integrates insights from history, literature,
psychology, and more. This holistic approach recognizes that religion cannot
be fully understood through a single lens.

Tips for Students Interested in the Study of
Religion Called Religious Studies

If you’re considering diving into this compelling field, here are some tips
to get the most out of your study:

Stay Open-Minded: Approach all religions with respect and curiosity,1.
even those unfamiliar or different from your own background.



Engage with Primary Sources: Reading sacred texts and firsthand accounts2.
deepens understanding beyond summaries or secondary analyses.

Participate in Discussions: Join study groups or interfaith dialogues to3.
hear diverse perspectives and sharpen your critical thinking.

Explore Related Disciplines: Take courses in anthropology, history,4.
psychology, or philosophy to broaden your methodological toolkit.

Reflect on Personal Beliefs: Consider how learning about religion5.
influences your own worldview, fostering self-awareness.

Contemporary Relevance of the Study of Religion
Called Religious Studies

In today’s world, religion continues to be a powerful force shaping politics,
social movements, and global affairs. The study of religion called Religious
Studies equips individuals to navigate complex issues like religious
extremism, secularism, and spirituality in the digital age.

For example, understanding how religion intersects with identity can help in
addressing conflicts fueled by religious differences. Additionally, as more
people identify as spiritual but not religious, scholars examine new forms of
belief and practice, showing how religion adapts to modernity.

The rise of interfaith initiatives and global humanitarian efforts also
benefits from the insights gained through religious studies. By promoting
empathy and knowledge, the field contributes to building bridges across
divides.

The study of religion called Religious Studies is not just an academic
discipline but a vital lens through which we can better understand human
culture, history, and the search for meaning. It invites us to ask profound
questions about what it means to believe, belong, and live in a diverse
world. Whether you pursue it professionally or personally, engaging with this
study enriches your perspective on the complex tapestry of faith and
spirituality that shapes our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the study of religion called?

The study of religion is called Religious Studies or Theology.

What academic discipline focuses on the study of
religion?

Religious Studies is the academic discipline that focuses on the study of
religion.



Is theology the same as the study of religion?

Theology is the study of the nature of the divine and religious beliefs from
within a particular faith, while Religious Studies is a broader, more
comparative and secular study of religions.

What methods are used in the study of religion?

The study of religion uses methods from history, anthropology, sociology,
psychology, and philosophy to analyze religious beliefs, practices, and
institutions.

Why is the study of religion important?

The study of religion is important because it helps in understanding
cultures, values, and worldviews, promoting tolerance and interfaith
dialogue.

What careers can one pursue with a study of religion
degree?

Careers include academia, counseling, social work, journalism, international
relations, and roles in religious organizations.

Are there different branches within the study of
religion?

Yes, branches include theology, comparative religion, philosophy of religion,
anthropology of religion, and sociology of religion.

Additional Resources
Study of Religion Called: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Scope and
Significance

study of religion called is commonly known as the academic discipline that
examines religious beliefs, behaviors, and institutions from a variety of
perspectives. This field, often referred to simply as Religious Studies or
the Study of Religion, seeks to understand the diverse expressions of
spirituality and faith across cultures and history. Unlike theology, which
generally approaches religion from within a particular faith tradition, the
study of religion called Religious Studies adopts a neutral and comparative
lens, analyzing religion as a human phenomenon.

Understanding the Study of Religion Called
Religious Studies

The study of religion called Religious Studies emerged as a distinct academic
field in the 19th and 20th centuries, influenced by developments in
anthropology, sociology, history, psychology, and philosophy. It encompasses
a multidisciplinary approach to investigating religious systems, sacred



texts, rituals, symbols, and the social roles religion plays in individual
and collective life.

One defining feature of the study of religion called Religious Studies is its
commitment to methodological pluralism. Scholars use ethnographic research,
textual analysis, historical contextualization, and phenomenological
approaches to explore how religious ideas develop and manifest. This
diversity of methods allows for a rich understanding of religion’s
complexities without privileging one worldview over another.

Key Disciplines Within the Study of Religion Called

Several academic disciplines contribute to the study of religion called
Religious Studies. These include:

Anthropology of Religion: Focuses on the cultural and social dimensions
of religious practices, often through fieldwork and participant
observation.

Sociology of Religion: Investigates how religion influences social
structures, group identities, and institutions.

History of Religion: Traces the development and transformation of
religious traditions over time.

Philosophy of Religion: Explores fundamental questions about the nature
of divinity, faith, and religious experience.

Psychology of Religion: Examines the psychological underpinnings of
belief, religious experience, and spiritual development.

This interdisciplinary nature ensures that the study of religion called
Religious Studies remains dynamic and responsive to new research questions
and societal changes.

Distinguishing Religious Studies from Theology
and Other Fields

It is crucial to clarify the distinction between the study of religion called
Religious Studies and related fields such as theology, divinity, or religious
education. Theology typically involves confessional study, where scholars
operate within the framework of a particular religious tradition, seeking to
interpret and systematize its beliefs. In contrast, the study of religion
called Religious Studies is descriptive and analytical, aiming to understand
religion as a human and social phenomenon without endorsing any creed.

Similarly, religious education focuses on imparting knowledge about religion,
often with an aim toward faith formation or moral instruction, whereas
Religious Studies emphasizes critical inquiry and comparative analysis.



Pros and Cons of the Study of Religion Called
Religious Studies

Engaging with the study of religion called Religious Studies offers several
advantages:

Comprehensive Understanding: By analyzing multiple religious traditions,
scholars gain broad insights into human culture and spirituality.

Promotes Tolerance: Exposure to diverse beliefs fosters respect and
reduces prejudice.

Interdisciplinary Flexibility: The field draws on various methods,
enriching analysis and applicability.

However, there are challenges as well:

Potential for Relativism: The neutral stance can sometimes lead to
ambiguity in ethical or existential evaluations.

Complexity: The vast scope and diversity of religions make comprehensive
study demanding.

Accessibility: Academic literature can be dense, limiting public
engagement.

Applications and Importance of the Study of
Religion Called Religious Studies in
Contemporary Society

In today’s globalized world, the study of religion called Religious Studies
plays a vital role in fostering intercultural dialogue and social cohesion.
Understanding religious diversity helps policymakers, educators, and
community leaders navigate issues related to pluralism, conflict resolution,
and human rights.

Moreover, Religious Studies contributes to fields as varied as international
relations, mental health, and ethics, where awareness of religious
perspectives enhances decision-making and empathy.

Emerging Trends in the Study of Religion Called
Religious Studies

Recent developments in the study of religion called Religious Studies reflect
broader societal shifts:



Digital Religion: Scholars examine how technology and social media1.
transform religious expression and community.

Environmental Ethics: There is growing interest in how religious2.
traditions engage with ecological concerns.

Interfaith Movements: Increased collaboration between religious groups3.
prompts new lines of inquiry into shared values and practices.

These trends highlight the field’s adaptability and ongoing relevance.

Conclusion

The study of religion called Religious Studies serves as a crucial academic
endeavor that illuminates the multifaceted role of religion in human life. By
employing a range of scholarly methods and maintaining a neutral stance, it
fosters a deeper appreciation of religious diversity and its impact on
societies worldwide. As global challenges continue to intersect with
questions of faith and belief, the insights provided by this field remain
indispensable for promoting understanding and coexistence.

Study Of Religion Called

  study of religion called: Studying Religion Russell McCutcheon, 2024-01-22 Widely used as a
primer, a class text, or just a provocation to critical thinking, Studying Religion clearly explains the
methods and theories employed in the academic study of religion by tackling the problem of how
scholars define and then study religion. Written for all newcomers to the field, its brief chapters
explore the three main ways in which religion is defined and, along the way, also consider a range of
related topics, from the history and functions of religion to its public discourse, religion in the
courts, and the classification of diverse groups into world religions. The works of classic and
contemporary scholars—from Karl Marx and Sigmund Freud to Bruce Lincoln and Naomi
Goldenberg—are analyzed and explored in readable chapters and detailed supporting materials.
Studying Religion represents a shift away from the traditional descriptive and comparative approach
and, instead, uses the study of religion to invite readers to consider how they divide up, name, and
come to know the world around them. This edition also includes a new final chapter, Identification
Matters, adding to the case studies included throughout this book to present a collection of
contemporary instances where different approaches to defining and studying religion make it
possible to study other issues of contemporary relevance, including those involving gender, race,
and the rights of indigenous peoples. The new chapter makes explicit the practical topics of identity
and status that have always been implicit throughout the entire book, bringing into the classroom a
wide variety of timely and relevant topics that can be better understood by its approach. This book
therefore remains invaluable to all students of religious studies—whether in the introductory class or
as an example of an alternative way of approaching the field.
  study of religion called: Introduction to the Study of Religion Hillary P. Rodrigues, John S.
Harding, 2008-08-20 Why do people study religion? How have they studied it in the past? How do we
study religion today? Is the academic study of religion the same as religious education? These and
many other questions are addressed in this engaging introduction to the discipline of religious

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-188/study-of-religion-called.pdf


studies, written by two experienced university teachers. The authors have crafted this book to
familiarize novice students with key concepts and terminology in the study of religion. More
advanced students will find a varied array of theoretical perspectives and methodological
approaches to the field. Topics include: definitions of religion perspectives in the study and teaching
of religion how religion began to be studied: traditional perspectives – philosophical and theological
how people experience religion: perspectives in the study of religious consciousness and perception
– phenomenological and psychological studying religion within communities: Social and cultural
perspectives – anthropological, sociological, political and economic judging religion: critical
perspectives –feminist approaches, the interaction of popular literature and religion contextual
perspectives – historical and comparative. The book encourages students to think critically about the
theories and methods presented. Students will find arguments for the strengths and limitations of
these approaches, understand connections among religious studies and other intellectual
movements, and develop their own ideas of how they might want to go about the study of religion.
Summary boxes, a timeline, a glossary and other pedagogic aids help students grasp key concepts,
along with a companion website at www.sastor.com.
  study of religion called: Contested Concepts in the Study of Religion George D.
Chryssides, Amy R. Whitehead, 2022-08-11 This book offers a clear, concise introduction to the
meaning of problematic terms, and the ways in which they should legitimately be used. Each entry
considers the following: – Why is this concept problematic? – What are the origins of the concept? –
How is it used or misused, and by whom? – Is it still a legitimate concept in the study of religion and,
if so, what are its legitimate uses? – Are there other concepts that are preferable when writing on
religion? Concepts covered include: – Belief – Religion – Magic – Secularisation – Violence This is a
jargon-free indispensable resource for students and scholars that encourages the critical use of
terms in the study of religion.
  study of religion called: Why Study Religion? Terry C. Muck, 2016-06-21 Why Studying
Religion Matters in a Pluralistic Context This brief primer explains why Christian students should
study religion, how they should go about it, and why it is important in our contemporary, pluralistic
context. Senior religion scholar Terry Muck introduces the discipline and explains how it can be
approached by Christian students. He explores the contemporary significance of studying religion in
a complex, multicultural world and concludes by addressing the skills students must bring to the
study of religion in the twenty-first century. Written in accessible prose suitable for undergraduates,
this introduction can be used to supplement any standard religion textbook.
  study of religion called: Academic Study of Religions in a Cognitive, Anthropological
and Sociological Perspective Tomáš Bubík, Jakub Havlíček, Silvie Kotherová, Dušan Lužný, Rudolf
Havelka, 2021 The book deals with current issues of the study of religion as an academic discipline,
especially cognitive, anthropological and sociological research of religious thought and behaviour.
Publikace pojednává o aktuálních problémech religionistiky jako akademické disciplíny, zejména pak
o kognitivním, antropologickém a sociologickém výzkumu náboženského myšlení a chování.
  study of religion called: Classical Approaches to the Study of Religion Jacques
Waardenburg, 1999 [Originally publ. Mouton 1973 (Religion and Reason, 3)]
  study of religion called: Reflections on the Study of Religion Jacques Waardenburg,
2011-12-01 Sinceits founding by Jacques Waardenburg in 1971, Religion and Reason has been a
leading forum for contributions on theories, theoretical issues and agendas related to the
phenomenon and the study of religion. Topics include (among others) category formation,
comparison, ethnophilosophy, hermeneutics, methodology, myth, phenomenology, philosophy of
science, scientific atheism, structuralism, and theories of religion. From time to time the series
publishes volumes that map the state of the art and the history of the discipline.
  study of religion called: The Collected Writings of Charles H. Long Charles H. Long,
2018-02-22 Charles H. Long is one of the most influential and pioneering scholars in the study of
religion from the past 50 years. This is the first comprehensive collection of his writings, edited by
Long himself, and contains 38 pieces, including both published and previously unpublished articles,



lectures, an interview, and two book reviews. The foreword is provided by Jennifer Reid, a former
student of Long. The collection is divided into four thematic parts: America and the Study of
Religion; Theory and Method in the Study of Religion; African American Religion in the United
States; Kindling, Embers and Sparks. Long's introduction provides much-awaited insight into his
reflections on his work, expanding on questions that remained unanswered in his classic and
influential text, Significations: Signs, Symbols and Images in the Interpretation of Images (1986). In
particular, the new introductory essay explores the significance of “ellipses”, that which is omitted,
the projected spaces of the Other in the study of religion. Considered the preeminent founder and
advocate of the study of Black Religion, Long was exploring religion and colonialism and the
importance of Afro-American religion as early as the 1960s and early 1970s, and this collection of his
thinking – which moves across the formations of religious studies, African diasporic studies, and
social and cultural theory – is a must-have addition for any institutional or personal library.
  study of religion called: Religions and Development Emma Tomalin, 2013-07-03 The text
will present, explain and critically evaluate different sorts of literature from a range of disciplines
that are relevant to thinking about the relationships between religions and development. It provides
insight into a comprehensive range of approaches to guide readers through current debates about
the role that religions play in development – from positive contributions to more complicated and
contested notions of impact, for instance, in terms of religiously inspired violence or gender
inequality.
  study of religion called: Rituals and Practices in World Religions David Bryce Yaden,
Yukun Zhao, Kaiping Peng, Andrew B. Newberg, 2020-02-03 This book codifies, describes, and
contextualizes group rituals and individual practices from world religious traditions. At the interface
of religious studies, psychology, and medicine, it elucidates the cultural richness of practices and
rituals from numerous world religions. The book begins by discussing the role that religious rituals
and practices may play in the well-being of humans and the multi-dimensional cultural and
psychological complexity of religious rituals and practices. It then discusses rituals and practices
within a number of religions, including Christian, Islamic, Jewish, Buddhist, Taoist, Sikh, Hindu,
Confucian, and other traditions. There is a need for a more inclusive collection of religious rituals
and practices, as some practices are making headlines in contemporary society. Mindfulness is one
of the fastest-growing psychological interventions in healthcare and Yoga is now practiced by tens of
millions of people in the U.S.A. These practices have been examined in thousands of academic
publications spanning neuroscience, psychology, medicine, sociology, and religious studies. While
Mindfulness and Yoga have recently received widespread scientific and cultural attention, many
rituals and practices from world religious traditions have remained underexplored in scholarly,
scientific, and clinical contexts. This book brings more diverse rituals and practices into this
academic discourse while providing a reference guide for clinicians and students of the topic.
  study of religion called: A Magic Still Dwells Kimberley C. Patton, Benjamin C. Ray,
2023-09-01 The first thorough assessment of the field of comparative religion in forty years, this
groundbreaking volume surmounts the seemingly intractable division between postmodern scholars
who reject the comparative endeavor and those who affirm it. The contributors demonstrate that a
broader vision of religion, involving different scales of comparison for different purposes, is both
justifiable and necessary. A Magic Still Dwells brings together leading historians of religions from a
wide range of backgrounds and vantage points, and draws from traditions as diverse as
Indo-European mythology, ancient Greek religion, Judaism, Buddhism, Ndembu ritual, and the
spectrum of religions practiced in America. The contributors take seriously the postmodern critique,
explain its impact on their work, uphold or reject various premises, and in several cases demonstrate
new comparative approaches. Together, the essays represent a state-of-the-art assessment of
current issues in the comparative study of religion. The first thorough assessment of the field of
comparative religion in forty years, this groundbreaking volume surmounts the seemingly
intractable division between postmodern scholars who reject the comparative endeavor and those
who affirm it. The contrib



  study of religion called: The SAGE Encyclopedia of the Sociology of Religion Adam
Possamai, Anthony J. Blasi, 2020-02-14 The SAGE Encyclopedia of the Sociology of Religion takes a
three-pronged look at this, namely investigating the role of religion in society; unpacking and
evaluating the significance of religion in and on human history; and tracing and outlining the social
forces and influences that shape religion. This encyclopedia covers a range of themes from: •
fundamental topics like definitions • secularization • dimensions of religiosity to such emerging
issues as civil religion • new religious movements This Encyclopedia also addresses contemporary
dilemmas such as fundamentalism and extremism and the role of gender in religion.
  study of religion called: Introducing World Religions Victoria Kennick Urubshurow, 2008
  study of religion called: What Is Religion? Jeppe Sinding Jensen, 2025-07-31 Starting from the
premise that religion is a human endeavour that can be analysed and compared across time and
cultures, What Is Religion? brings the most up-to-date scholarship to bear on humankind’s most
enduring creation. Religious belief is one of the most pervasive and ubiquitous characteristics of
human society. Religion has influenced human lives since prehistoric times, shaping the world views
of cultures from isolated tribes to vast empires. The book opens with a brief history of the idea of
religion, then divides the study of religion into four essential topics – types, representations,
practices and institutions – and concludes with a final, eye-opening chapter on religion today.
Packed with case studies from a wide range of religions, past and present, What Is Religion? offers a
very current, comprehensive, yet intellectually challenging, overview of the history, theories,
practices, and study of religion. Thoroughly updated throughout to include more global religion,
non-religion, spirituality, and new religious movements, this third edition provides an accessible,
wide-ranging, engaging, and concise book for undergraduate students in the study of religion. It is
also invaluable for students of anthropology, history, philosophy, psychology, sociology, and theology
as well as anyone interested in how and why humans became and continue to be religious.
  study of religion called: The Encyclopaedia Britannica Thomas Spencer Baynes, 1886
  study of religion called: The Discipline of Religion Russell T. McCutcheon, 2003-12-08 The
Discipline of Religion is a lively critical journey through religious studies today, looking at its recent
growth as an academic discipline, and its contemporary political and social meanings. Focusing on
the differences between religious belief and academic religious discourse, Russell T. McCutcheon
argues that the invention of religion as a discipline blurs the distinction between criticism and
doctrine in its assertion of the relevance of faith as a credible object of study. In the leap from
disciplinary criticism to avowal of actual cosmic and moral meaning, schools of religious studies
extend their powers far beyond universities and into the everyday lives of those outside, managing
and curtailing specific types of speech and dissent.
  study of religion called: A Companion to the Philosophy of Education Randall Curren,
2008-04-15 A Companion to the Philosophy of Education is a comprehensive guide to philosophical
thinking about education. Offers a state-of-the-art account of current and controversial issues in
education, including issues pertaining to multiculturalism, special education, sex education, and
academic freedom. Written by an international team of leading experts, who are directly engaged
with these profound and complex educational problems. Serves as an indispensable guide to the
field of philosophy of education.
  study of religion called: The Sociology of Religion George Lundskow, 2008-06-10 Using a
lively narrative, The Sociology of Religion is an insightful text that investigates the facts of religion
in all its great diversity, including its practices and beliefs, and then analyzes actual examples of
religious developments using relevant conceptual frameworks. As a result, students actively engage
in the discovery, learning, and analytical processes as they progress through the text. Organized
around essential topics and real-life issues, this unique text examines religion both as an object of
sociological analysis as well as a device for seeking personal meaning in life. The book provides
sociological perspectives on religion while introducing students to relevant research from
interdisciplinary scholarship. Sidebar features and photographs of religious figures bring the text to
life for readers. Key Features Uses substantive and truly contemporary real-life religious issues of



current interest to engage the reader in a way few other texts do Combines theory with empirical
examples drawn from the United States and around the world, emphasizing a critical and analytical
perspective that encourages better understanding of the material presented Features discussions of
emergent religions, consumerism, and the link between religion, sports, and other forms of popular
culture Draws upon interdisciplinary literature, helping students appreciate the contributions of
other disciplines while primarily developing an understanding of the sociology of religion
Accompanied by High-Quality Ancillaries! Instructor Resources on CD contain chapter outlines,
summaries, multiple-choice questions, essay questions, and short answer questions as well as
illustrations from the book. C Intended Audience This core text is designed for upper-level
undergraduate students of Sociology of Religion or Religion and Politics.
  study of religion called: Faith-Based Organizations in Transnational Peacebuilding Tanya B.
Schwarz, 2018-03-23 How do faith-based organizations influence the work of transnational
peacebuilding, development, and human rights advocacy? How is the political role of such
organizations informed by their religious ideas and practices? This book investigates this set of
questions by examining how three transnational faith-based organizations—Religions for Peace, the
Taizé Community, and International Justice Mission—conceptualize their own religious practices,
values, and identities, and how those acts and ideas inform their political goals and strategies. The
book demonstrates the political importance of prayer in the work of transnational faith-based
organizations, specifically in areas of conflict resolution, post-conflict integration, agenda setting,
and in constituting narratives about justice and reconciliation. It also evaluates the distinctive
strategies that faith-based organizations employ to navigate religious difference. A central goal of
the book is to propose a new way to study “religion” in international politics, by actively questioning
and reflecting on what it means for an act, idea, or community to be “religious.”
  study of religion called: Studying Religion Russell McCutcheon, 2018-11-12 Widely used as a
primer, a class text, or just a provocation to critical thinking, Studying Religion clearly explains the
methods and theories employed in the academic study of religion by tackling the problem of how we
define religion. Written for newcomers to the field, its chapters explore the three main ways in
which religion is defined and, along the way, also considers a range of related topics, from the
history and functions of religion to public discourse on religion, religion in the courts, and the
classification of religions. The works of classic and contemporary scholars—from Karl Marx and
Sigmund Freud to Bruce Lincoln and Wendy Doniger—are analyzed and explored in its readable
chapters and detailed supporting materials. Studying Religion represents a shift away from the
traditional world religions approach and, instead, invites readers to consider how they divide up,
name, and come to know the world around them. Thoroughly revised throughout, this second edition
now includes a significantly expanded glossary, summaries of technical terms and global case
studies at the end of each chapter, and additional biographies of key scholars mentioned. This book
will be invaluable to all students of religious studies—whether in the introductory class or as an
example of an alternative way of approaching the field.
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