oral language and written language

Oral Language and Written Language: Exploring the Foundations of Communication
oral language and written language are the two fundamental pillars that support human communication.
Although they serve similar purposes—sharing ideas, emotions, and information—they function in

distinctly different ways. Understanding the nuances between these two forms of language not only

deepens our appreciation of communication but also enhances our skills in both speaking and writing.

What Is Oral Language?

Oral language refers to the spoken form of communication. It is the natural way humans convey
thoughts, feelings, and information through speech. From casual conversations with friends to formal

speeches, oral language is immediate, interactive, and often spontaneous.

The Characteristics of Oral Language

Oral language is marked by its fluidity and flexibility. Unlike written language, it relies heavily on tone,
pitch, volume, and body language to convey meaning. This makes it rich with nuance but also

susceptible to misinterpretation if non-verbal cues are absent.

Some key features include:

* Spontaneity: Oral language often happens in real-time without pre-planning.

¢ Informality: It tends to be more casual and conversational.



e Use of Paralinguistic Features: Gestures, facial expressions, and intonation play significant roles.

* Repetition and Repair: Speakers may repeat or correct themselves to clarify meaning.

Understanding Written Language

Written language, on the other hand, is the representation of language through symbols—letters,
characters, or signs—that are recorded on a medium such as paper or digital screens. It brings
permanence to communication, allowing messages to be preserved, revisited, and widely

disseminated.

Distinctive Traits of Written Language

Written language is typically more structured and formal. Unlike oral language, it lacks the immediate
feedback of a listener, which means the writer must anticipate potential misunderstandings and clarify

their points thoroughly.

Some defining characteristics include:

Deliberateness: Writing usually involves planning and revision.

Formality: It often follows grammatical rules more strictly.

Complexity: Writers can use longer sentences and more complex vocabulary.

Permanence: Written text can be stored and accessed over time.



The Relationship Between Oral and Written Language

Though oral and written language share the goal of communication, they influence each other in
fascinating ways. Oral language serves as the foundation for written language; before we learn to

write, we develop speaking and listening skills.

How Oral Language Shapes Writing Skills

Children first acquire oral language naturally through interaction. These verbal skills form the basis for
understanding vocabulary, sentence structure, and storytelling, which later translate into writing. For

example, a child who can narrate a story clearly is more likely to write a coherent narrative.

Moreover, oral language proficiency supports reading comprehension and spelling. When people are
comfortable with spoken language, they can better grasp written texts and express themselves in

writing.

Written Language’s Impact on Oral Communication

Conversely, exposure to written language can influence how we speak. Reading books and written
materials introduces new vocabulary, ideas, and ways of structuring sentences, enriching our oral
expression. Formal speeches and presentations often borrow from written language conventions to

ensure clarity and impact.



Challenges in Mastering Both Forms

Many learners, especially those acquiring a second language, find it easier to develop oral language
skills than written language. This is because speaking is more natural and immediate, while writing

demands a higher level of precision and organization.

Common Difficulties and How to Overcome Them

e Vocabulary Gap: Learners might know words when speaking but struggle to spell or use them

accurately in writing. Regular reading and writing exercises help bridge this gap.

e Grammar and Syntax: Oral language often tolerates grammatical errors, but writing requires

correctness. Studying grammar rules and practicing writing can improve accuracy.

¢ Organizational Skills: Writing demands coherent structure—introduction, body, conclusion—which

may not be necessary in speech. Outlining ideas before writing can assist with organization.

Strategies to Enhance Oral and Written Language Skills

Improving communication requires intentional practice across both modalities. Here are some effective

tips:



For Oral Language

e Engage in Conversations: Regularly speaking with diverse people broadens vocabulary and

improves fluency.

 Listen Actively: Pay attention to pronunciation, tone, and expressions to mimic effective speaking

styles.

e Practice Storytelling: Telling stories aloud strengthens narrative skills and confidence.

For Written Language

* Read Widely: Exposure to different writing styles enhances understanding of language use.
¢ Write Daily: Even short journals or emails help build writing fluency.

* Revise and Edit: Reviewing work refines clarity and correctness.

The Role of Technology in Oral and Written Language

In today’s digital age, technology bridges the gap between oral and written communication. Tools such
as voice-to-text software enable spoken language to be converted into written form effortlessly.

Conversely, social media and messaging apps encourage a blend of both, with spoken language



features like voice notes coexisting alongside typed messages.

Additionally, language learning apps focus on both speaking and writing skills, offering exercises that
simulate real-world communication scenarios. Technology, therefore, expands opportunities to practice

and improve both oral and written language proficiency.

Exploring oral language and written language reveals the depth and complexity of human
communication. Each form has unique strengths and challenges, yet together they provide a
comprehensive toolkit for expressing ideas, emotions, and knowledge across contexts and cultures.
Whether through a heartfelt conversation or a carefully crafted essay, mastering both forms enriches

our ability to connect and share in meaningful ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difference between oral language and written language?

Oral language is spoken communication using sounds and gestures, while written language involves

representing language through symbols and letters on a surface.

How does oral language development influence written language
skills?

Oral language development provides the foundation for written language by building vocabulary,
grammar understanding, and communication skills necessary for reading and writing.

Why is oral language important in early childhood education?

Oral language is crucial in early education as it supports cognitive development, social interaction, and

prepares children for literacy by enhancing their listening and speaking abilities.



Can oral language skills improve reading comprehension?

Yes, strong oral language skills enhance reading comprehension by enabling individuals to understand

vocabulary, sentence structure, and narrative organization in texts.

What are common challenges in transitioning from oral to written
language?

Common challenges include mastering spelling, grammar rules, organizing ideas coherently, and

adapting language to suit formal written contexts versus informal spoken ones.

How do cultural differences affect oral and written language?

Cultural differences influence vocabulary, expressions, communication styles, and conventions in both
oral and written language, shaping how language is used and understood.

What role does technology play in the development of oral and written
language?

Technology provides new platforms for communication, such as speech-to-text and digital writing tools,

enhancing both oral and written language learning and usage.

How can educators effectively integrate oral and written language
instruction?

Educators can integrate both by encouraging discussions, storytelling, and verbal expression alongside

reading and writing activities to reinforce language skills holistically.

Additional Resources

**Oral Language and Written Language: A Comprehensive Exploration of Communication Modalities™*



oral language and written language represent two fundamental modes of human communication that
have shaped societies, cultures, and knowledge transmission across millennia. Understanding the
distinctions, overlaps, and unique features of these two forms is essential not only for linguists and
educators but also for professionals across fields where effective communication is paramount. This
article delves into the intricacies of oral language and written language, exploring their characteristics,

functions, cognitive processes, and practical implications in contemporary contexts.

Understanding Oral Language and Written Language

At their core, oral language and written language serve the purpose of conveying ideas, emotions, and
information. However, the mechanisms and contexts in which they operate vary significantly. Oral
language is the spoken form of communication, relying on vocal sounds, intonation, rhythm, and
immediate feedback. Written language, conversely, embodies the graphic representation of language
through symbols, alphabets, or characters and is often detached from the immediate context of

interaction.

Defining Oral Language

Oral language is inherently dynamic and interactive. It encompasses spoken words, phrases, and
sentences articulated in real-time, frequently accompanied by non-verbal cues such as gestures, facial
expressions, and body language. This mode is foundational in early childhood development, enabling

individuals to acquire vocabulary, syntax, and pragmatic skills through social interaction.
Key characteristics of oral language include:

* Spontaneity: Speech often follows natural thought processes, allowing for real-time corrections

and adjustments.

* Context-dependency: Oral communication relies heavily on shared situational context and



immediate feedback between interlocutors.

¢ Paralinguistic features: Tone, pitch, and stress add layers of meaning beyond the literal words

spoken.

Defining Written Language

Written language, unlike its oral counterpart, is a visual representation of language that can be
preserved across time and space. It employs standardized symbols and orthographic conventions to
encode speech into a permanent form. This permanency enables complex ideas to be recorded,
disseminated, and revisited independently of the author’s presence.

Distinct features of written language include:

e Deliberation: Writing often involves planning, editing, and refinement, resulting in more structured

and formal expressions.

e Displacement: Written texts can convey information beyond the immediate context, including

abstract or hypothetical concepts.

¢ Standardization: Spelling, grammar, and punctuation rules guide written communication,

promoting clarity and consistency.

Comparative Analysis: Oral Language vs. Written Language

While oral language and written language serve complementary roles, their differences have profound



implications for cognition, social interaction, and education.

Cognitive Processing and Development

Cognitive neuroscience reveals that oral and written language engage overlapping yet distinct neural
networks. Oral language acquisition begins naturally in infancy, supported by auditory perception and
speech production centers in the brain. Written language acquisition typically requires formal

instruction, engaging visual processing areas and motor skills related to handwriting or typing.

Studies suggest that oral language proficiency forms the foundation for literacy development. Children
with strong oral vocabularies tend to acquire reading and writing skills more efficiently, highlighting the

interdependence of these modalities.

Social and Cultural Functions

Oral language is often the primary mode of interpersonal communication in informal settings. It fosters
social bonding, immediate negotiation of meaning, and emotional expression. Oral traditions, such as
storytelling and oral histories, have preserved cultural knowledge long before the advent of writing

systems.
Written language, however, is crucial for institutional communication, legal documentation, academic

discourse, and mass media. Its ability to transcend temporal and geographical boundaries makes it

indispensable for preserving collective memory and enabling complex information dissemination.

Advantages and Limitations



¢ Oral language advantages: Immediate feedback, adaptability, rich paralinguistic cues, and

accessibility without literacy requirements.

e Oral language limitations: Ephemeral nature, reliance on shared context, and variability in

dialects and accents.

e Written language advantages: Permanence, precision, ability to organize complex ideas, and

facilitation of reflective thought.

e Written language limitations: Requires literacy skills, slower communication process, and

potential for misinterpretation without vocal or contextual cues.

Interrelation and Modern Implications

The boundary between oral language and written language is increasingly blurred, especially with the
rise of digital communication. Platforms like social media, instant messaging, and podcasts integrate
features of both modalities, creating hybrid forms such as voice notes, transcripts, and multimedia

texts.

Technological Impact on Language Modalities

Digital communication tools have transformed how oral and written language interact. Voice recognition
software converts speech into text, facilitating accessibility and efficiency. Conversely, text-to-speech

technologies enable written content to be vocalized, supporting diverse learning styles and needs.

Moreover, technology influences language styles. Informal written communication often mimics spoken

language patterns, including colloquialisms, abbreviations, and emoticons, reflecting a shift towards



more conversational writing styles.

Educational Perspectives

Educators emphasize the integration of oral language skills with literacy instruction to foster
comprehensive language competence. Oral discussions, storytelling, and presentations enhance
vocabulary and syntactic understanding, which in turn support reading comprehension and writing

proficiency.

Balanced language education recognizes that oral and written language skills reinforce each other,

preparing learners for varied communicative demands in academic, professional, and social contexts.

Conclusion: Navigating the Spectrum of Human Language

The exploration of oral language and written language reveals a complex interplay between
spontaneity and deliberation, temporality and permanence, immediacy and abstraction. Both forms are
indispensable in human communication, each offering unique strengths and challenges. As society
continues to evolve with technological advancements and cultural shifts, understanding these
modalities remains crucial for effective communication, education, and cultural preservation. Embracing
the dynamic relationship between oral and written language enriches our appreciation of human

expression and the diverse ways we connect with one another.

Oral Language And Written Language

oral language and written language: Handbook of Writing Research Charles A.
MacArthur, Steve Graham, Jill Fitzgerald, 2008-01-14 Presents a collection of essays discussing the
theories and models of writing research.

oral language and written language: Comprehending Oral and Written Language
Rosalind Horowitz, S. Jay Samuels, 2023-10-16 Written for researchers and graduate students, this
book--a collection of essays by cognitive scientists, socio- and psycholinguists, and English, reading,
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and language arts educators--explores theoretical and research questions associated with the
relationships among oral and written language, listening and reading, and speaking and writing. The
four parts of the book are designed to highlight critical contrasts: The Language of Spoken and
Written Discourse; Processing Strategies: Rhetorical, Social-Situational, and Contextual Constraints;
Processing Strategies: Perceptual and Cognitive Demands in Listening and Reading; and The
Acquisition of Literacy and Schooling. The thirteen chapters consist of: (1) Comprehending Oral and
Written Language: Critical Contrasts for Literacy and Schooling (Rosalind Horowitz and S. Jay
Samuels); (2) Spoken and Written Modes of Meaning (M. A. K. Halliday); (3) Properties of Spoken
and Written Language (Wallace Chafe and Jane Danielewicz); (4) Rhetorical Structure in Discourse
Processing (Rosalind Horowitz); (5) Episodic Models in Discourse Processing (Teun A. van Dijk); (6)
The Role of Context in Written Communication (Martin Nystrand); (7) Listening and Reading
Processes in College- and Middle School-Age Readers (David J. Townsend, Caroline Carrithers, and
Thomas G. Bever); (8) Prosody and Structure in Children's Syntactic Processing (Peter A. Schreiber);
(9) Processing Strategies for Reading and Listening (Joseph H. Danks and Laurel J. End); (10)
Factors That Influence Listening and Reading Comprehension (S. Jay Samuels); (11) From Meaning
to Definition: A Literate Bias on the Structure of Word Meaning (Rita Watson and David R. Olson);
(12) Language, Speech, and Print: Some Asymmetries in the Acquisition of Literacy (Charles A.
Perfetti); and (13) A Comparison of the Two Theories about Development in Written Language:
Implications for Pedagogy and Research (Sandra Stotsky). (MM).

oral language and written language: Spoken and Written Language Michael Alexander
Kirkwood Halliday, 1989 This books identifies the important differences between speaking and
writing. Halliday leads the reader from the development of speech in infancy, through an account of
writing systems, to a comparative treatment of spoken and written language, contrasting the
prosodic features and grammatical intricacy of speech with the high lexical density and grammatical
metaphor or writing.

oral language and written language: Written Language and Psychological Development
Leonard F. M. Scinto, 1986

oral language and written language: The Multiple Intelligences of Reading and Writing
Thomas Armstrong, 2003 The author of the best-selling book Multiple Intelligences in the Classroom
offers practical strategies for teaching reading and writing through multiple intelligences.

oral language and written language: Written and Spoken Language Development across the
Lifespan Joan Perera, Melina Aparici, Elisa Rosado, Naymé Salas, 2015-11-23 This multidisciplinary
volume offers insights on oral and written language development and how it takes place in literate
societies. The volume covers topics from early to late language development, its interaction with
literacy practices, including several languages, monolingual and multilingual contexts, different
scripts, as well as typical and atypical development. Inspired by the work of Liliana Tolchinsky, a
leading expert in language and literacy development, a group of internationally renowned scholars
offers a state-of-the-art overview of current thinking in language development in literate societies in
its broadest sense. Contributors offer a personal tribute to Liliana Tolchinsky in the opening section.

oral language and written language: Exploring Speaking-writing Relationships Barry M.
Kroll, Roberta J. Vann, 1981 The 13 chapters in this volume explore what is known and what still
needs to be learned about the complex relationships between speaking and writing. The first chapter
in the book provides a detailed overview of linguistic studies of oral and written language
relationships. The next three chapters focus on the relationships between children's oral and written
language skills and what these relationships imply about the teaching of writing and reading.
Chapters five and six consider oral and written language in a societal context, while chapters seven,
eight, and nine are concerned with methodological issues in the study of speaking-writing
relationships, each suggesting a way to broaden the understanding of these relationships. The next
two chapters broaden the understanding of oral-written relationships by considering two special
groups of individuals who often struggle to learn English--speakers of other languages and the
profoundly deaf. The final two chapters focus on pedagogy, such as integrating speaking and writing



in a business communications course. (RL)

oral language and written language: Writing Development in Children with Hearing
Loss, Dyslexia, Or Oral Language Problems Barbara Arfé, 2014 Difficulties with writing are
considered one of the most common learning problems in school children. This volume focuses on
the causes and nature of writing problems in children with hearing loss, oral language problems,
and dyslexia. Its goal is to provide current understandings to help guide and support writing
assessment and intervention.

oral language and written language: Adding English Elizabeth Coelho, 2004 A
comprehensive source of ideas and advice for enhancing the learning of all students in all subject
areas and at all grade levels.

oral language and written language: The Written Language Bias in Linguistics Per Linell,
2004-08-02 Linguists routinely emphasise the primacy of speech over writing. Yet, most linguists
have analysed spoken language, as well as language in general, applying theories and methods that
are best suited for written language. Accordingly, there is an extensive 'written language bias' in
traditional and present day linguistics and other language sciences. In this book, this point is argued
with rich and convincing evidence from virtually all fields of linguistics.

oral language and written language: The Balancing Act: An Evidence-Based Approach
to Teaching Phonics, Reading and Writing Dominic Wyse, Charlotte Hacking, 2024-06-20
Dominic Wyse and Charlotte Hacking present a ground-breaking account of teaching phonics,
reading, and writing. Created from a landmark study, new research, new theory, and cutting-edge
teacher professional development, this balanced approach to teaching seeks to improve all
children’s learning, and therefore life chances. The book dismantles polarised debates about the
teaching of phonics and analyses the latest scientific evidence of what really works. It shows, in vivid
detail, how phonics, reading, and writing should be taught through the creativity of some of the best
authors of books for children. By describing lessons inspired by ‘real books’, it showcases why the
new approach is more effective than narrow phonics approaches. The authors call for a paradigm
shift in literacy education. The chapters show how and why education policies should be improved
on the basis of unique analyses of research evidence from experimental trials and the new theory
and model the Double Helix of Reading and Writing. It is a book of hope for the future in the context
of powerful elites influencing narrow curricula, narrow pedagogy, and high stakes assessments. The
Balancing Act will be of interest to anyone who is invested in young children’s development. It is
essential reading for teachers, trainee teachers, lecturers, researchers, and policy makers
world-wide who want to improve the teaching of reading and writing in the English language.

oral language and written language: Making Sense of Learners Making Sense of
Written Language Kenneth S. Goodman, Yetta M. Goodman, 2014-04-11 Ken and Yetta Goodman'’s
professional work has been a lifelong collaboration, informed by shared philosophical strands. An
overarching goal has been to provide access for all children to literacy and learning and to inform
and improve teaching and learning. Each also is recognized for specific areas of focus and is known
for particular concepts. This volume brings together a thoughtfully crafted selection of their key
writings, organized around five central themes: research and theory on the reading process and
written language development; teaching; curriculum and evaluation; the role of language; advocacy
and the political nature of schooling. In the World Library of Educationalists, international scholars
themselves compile career-long collections of what they judge to be their finest pieces - extracts
from books, key articles, salient research findings, major theoretical and/practical contributions - so
the world can read them in a single manageable volume. Readers will be able to follow the themes
and strands of their work and see their contribution to the development of a field, as well as the
development of the field itself.

oral language and written language: The Relation of Writing to Spoken Language
Martin Neef, Anneke Neijt, Richard Sproat, 2012-02-13 This volume grew out of the workshop
Writing Language, held at the Max Planck Institute, Nijmegen. The papers represent several lines of
research into the intricate relation between writing and spoken language: Theoretical and



computational linguists discuss the models that explain why orthographies are the way they are and
the constraints that hold between writing and speaking a language; researchers in special education
deal with the question of how certain aspects of orthography can be learned; and psycholinguists
discuss aspects of language processing affected by variation in orthographies.

oral language and written language: Cantonese as Written Language Don Snow,
2004-10-01 Cantonese is the only dialect of Chinese which has developed a widely known and used
written form. It has played a role in publishing in the Guangdong region since the late Ming dynasty
when various types of verses using Cantonese were published as mu yu shu (‘wooden fish books’). In
the early twentieth century these dialect texts were joined by Cantonese opera scripts, published as
popular reading material. However, it was only after the end of the Second World War that written
Cantonese came to be widely used in popular newspapers and magazines, advertising, and in the
private communications. Cantonese as Written Language examines this development in the broader
context of diglossia, and also of the patterns by which spoken vernaculars have developed written
forms in other societies. Based on primary source research, including interviews with publishers and
writers who played an important role in the growth of written Cantonese, the author argues that this
move of Cantonese into the realm of written language is closely associated with Hong Kong's distinct
local culture and identity. The growth of the written vernacular also reflects the territory's evolving
cultural distinctiveness from mainland China, first as a British colony, and now as a Special
Administrative Region of China.

oral language and written language: Reading in Asian Languages Kenneth S. Goodman,
Shaomei Wang, Mieko Iventosch, Yetta M. Goodman, 2012-04-23 Reading in Asian Languages is rich
with information about how literacy works in the non-alphabetic writing systems (Chinese, Japanese,
Korean) used by hundreds of millions of people and refutes the common Western belief that such
systems are hard to learn or to use. The contributors share a comprehensive view of reading as
construction of meaning which they show is fully applicable to character-based reading. The book
explains how and why non-alphabetic writing works well for its users; provides explanations for why
it is no more difficult for children to learn than are alphabetic writing systems where they are used;
and demonstrates in a number of ways that there is a single process of making sense of written
language regardless of the orthography. Unique in its perspective and offering practical
theory-based methodology for the teaching of literacy in Chinese, Japanese, and Korean to first and
second language learners, it is a useful resource for teachers of increasingly popular courses in
these languages in North America as well as for teachers and researchers in Asia. It will stimulate
innovation in both research and instruction.

oral language and written language: Developmental Perspectives in Written Language and
Literacy Eliane Segers, Paul van den Broek, 2017-12-15 Research on the development on written
language and literacy is inherently multidisciplinary. In this book, leading researchers studying
brain, cognition and behavior, come together in revealing how children develop written language
and literacy, why they may experience difficulties, and which interventions may help those who
struggle. Each chapter provides an overview of a specific area of expertise, focusing on typical and
atypical development, providing steps for future research, and discussing practical implications of
the work. The book covers areas of bilingualism, dyslexia, reading comprehension, learning to read,
atypical populations, intervention, and new media. Thus, the book presents a comprehensive
overview of the current state of affairs in this field of research. The various book chapters have been
written by researchers who all have collaborated at some point in their careers with Ludo
Verhoeven, whose research sets the example for the importance of crossing disciplinary borders to
research to take the next, important steps. The combination of the research in this book sets the
stage for future research that connects various fields, and hopes to inspire anyone interested in the
development of written language and literacy.

oral language and written language: Language and Learning in the Digital Age James
Paul Gee, Elisabeth R. Hayes, 2011-02-01 In Language and Learning in the Digital Age, linguist
James Paul Gee and educator Elisabeth Hayes deal with the forces unleashed by today’s digital



media, forces that are transforming language and learning for good and ill. They argue that the role
of oral language is almost always entirely misunderstood in debates about digital media. Like the
earlier inventions of writing and print, digital media actually power up or enhance the powers of oral
language. Gee and Hayes deal, as well, with current digital transformations of language and literacy
in the context of a growing crisis in traditional schooling in developed countries. With the advent of
new forms of digital media, children are increasingly drawn towards video games, social media, and
alternative ways of learning. Gee and Hayes explore the way in which these alternative methods of
learning can be a force for a paradigm change in schooling. This is an engaging, accessible read
both for undergraduate and graduate students and for scholars in language, linguistics, education,
media and communication studies.

oral language and written language: Linguistic Descriptions of the Greek New
Testament Stanley E. Porter, 2023-08-10 Stanley E. Porter provides descriptions of various
important topics in Greek linguistics from a Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) perspective; an
approach that has been foundational to Porter's long and influential career in the field of New
Testament Greek. Deep insights into Porter's understanding of SFL are displayed throughout, based
either upon how he positions SFL in relation to other linguistic models, or how he utilizes it to
describe topics within Greek and New Testament studies. Porter reflects on his core approach to the
Greek New Testament by exploring subjects such as metaphor, rhetoric, cognition, orality and
textuality, as well as studies on linguistic schools of thought and traditional grammar.

oral language and written language: The Language of Speech and Writing Sandra
Cornbleet, Ronald Carter, 2001 This accessible satellite textbook in the Routledge Intertext series is
unique in offering students hands-on practical experience of textual analysis focused on speech and
writing. Written in a clear, user-friendly style, it combines practical activities with texts,
accompanied by commentaries and suggestions for further study. It can be used individually or in
conjunction with the series core textbook Working With Texts: A core introduction to language
analysis. Aimed at A and AS Level and beginning undergraduate students, the Language of Speech
and Writing: * Analyses the processes involved in writing and speaking * Highlights the differences
between these two modes of communication * Explores written texts from recipes to legal language,
spoken texts from telephone conversations to interviews and mixed-mode texts from email to adverts
* Compares and contrasts spoken and written texts on the same theme

oral language and written language: Write Out Loud Marlene L. Phipps, 2002 This paper
explores the influence of oral language on written language for children with written expressive
language delays. Writing samples were collected over a twoyear period from a small class sample.
Children were given opportunities to discuss their stories with partners or the teacher. It was
hypothesized that students, given an opportunity to orally talk about their writing, would be able to
write a paragraph with more clarity, focus, and detail. Oral language was combined with written
language for writing with visual aids, writing with a kinesthetic experience, writing with graphic
organizers, writing with opinion, and journal writing without using oral language. The results
indicate children's learning style and motivation had more influence over written language than
anyone strategy.
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