official language of finland

Official Language of Finland: A Linguistic Journey Through the Nordic Nation

official language of finland is a fascinating topic that reflects the country’s rich cultural
heritage and unique historical background. Finland is known for its beautiful landscapes,
innovative technologies, and high quality of life, but its language situation is equally
interesting and sometimes surprising to those unfamiliar with the region. Unlike many
countries where only one language is official, Finland recognizes not one but two official
languages, which shapes everyday life, education, government, and social interactions.
Let’s dive into the linguistic landscape of Finland and uncover what makes the official
language of Finland so special.

The Official Languages of Finland: Finnish and
Swedish

Finland is officially bilingual, with both Finnish and Swedish recognized as national
languages. This means that both languages hold equal status in government, legal
matters, education, and public services. But why is Swedish, a language spoken by only a
minority of Finns, given official status alongside Finnish, the dominant language?

The Historical Roots of Finnish and Swedish in Finland

To understand the bilingual nature of Finland, one must look back at its history. Finland
was part of the Kingdom of Sweden for over six centuries, from the 12th century until
1809. During this period, Swedish was the language of administration, education, and the
elite. When Finland became an autonomous Grand Duchy under the Russian Empire in
1809, Finnish nationalism grew, and the Finnish language gradually gained prominence,
especially in the 19th and 20th centuries.

Today, Finnish is spoken by approximately 87% of the population as their mother tongue,
while Swedish speakers make up about 5%. The remaining population consists of speakers

of other languages, including Sami languages in the northern regions and immigrant
languages in urban areas.

Implications of Bilingualism in Finland

The bilingual status affects many aspects of Finnish society:

¢ Government Services: Official documents, forms, and websites must be available in
both Finnish and Swedish to accommodate speakers of both languages.



¢ Education: Schools offer instruction in both languages. Swedish-speaking Finns
often attend Swedish-language schools, while Finnish speakers attend Finnish-
language schools. There are also opportunities for Finnish speakers to study Swedish
as a second language.

e Public Signage: In many regions, especially along the western and southern
coastlines where Swedish speakers are concentrated, public signs are displayed in
both languages.

e Media and Culture: There are Swedish-language newspapers, television, and radio
channels, which serve the Swedish-speaking minority and promote cultural diversity.

Finnish Language: The Majority Tongue with
Unique Characteristics

Finnish is a member of the Finno-Ugric language family, which makes it quite distinct
from the Indo-European languages spoken in most of Europe. This linguistic uniqueness is
one reason many people find Finnish fascinating but also challenging to learn.

Distinctive Features of the Finnish Language

The Finnish language is known for several linguistic traits:

e Complex Grammar: Finnish has 15 grammatical cases, which modify nouns to
express different roles in sentences without relying heavily on prepositions.

e Vowel Harmony: This phonological system means that vowels within a word
harmonize to be either front or back vowels, which influences suffixes and word
formation.

¢ Long Words and Compound Formation: Finnish often creates long compound
words by stringing together smaller words, which can be puzzling for new learners.

¢ Lack of Gender: Unlike many European languages, Finnish does not have
grammatical gender, which simplifies certain aspects of language learning.

Despite the complexity, Finnish is a language rich with cultural expression, folklore, and a
strong oral tradition. It is the language of famous Finnish literature, including the national
epic, the Kalevala.



Learning Finnish as a Second Language

For foreigners interested in Finland, learning the official language of Finland, particularly
Finnish, can open doors culturally and professionally. However, due to its unique
structure, Finnish can take time to master.

Here are some tips for learners:
1. Focus on Pronunciation Early: Finnish spelling is very phonetic, so mastering
pronunciation helps with reading and listening comprehension.

2. Understand the Cases: Getting familiar with the 15 cases and their uses is crucial
for constructing meaningful sentences.

3. Practice Vocabulary in Context: Due to compound words and suffixes, learning
vocabulary as parts of sentences rather than isolated words is effective.

4. Use Language Apps and Local Resources: Many resources, including apps and
courses, are available, especially in Finland, to support learners of Finnish.

Swedish in Finland: A Minority Language with
Official Status

Swedish speakers in Finland, often referred to as Finland-Swedes or Swedish-speaking
Finns, have their own vibrant culture and communities, especially along the coastal
regions. Although they represent a minority, their language rights are strongly protected
by the Finnish constitution.

The Role of Swedish in Finnish Society

Swedish enjoys equal status with Finnish, and the government takes care to ensure:

e Swedish-speaking Finns can access education, health care, and legal services in their
mother tongue.

e Public broadcasting includes Swedish-language programs, helping to maintain the
language’s vitality.

e Municipalities with significant Swedish-speaking populations are officially bilingual,
which affects local governance and community services.



Swedish Language Education

In Finnish schools, Swedish is a compulsory subject for Finnish speakers, known as
“svenska som andrasprak” (Swedish as a second language). This policy ensures that
Finnish citizens have at least a basic understanding of Swedish, fostering communication
and cultural exchange between the two language groups.

Other Languages in Finland: Sami and Immigrant
Languages

While Finnish and Swedish are the official languages of Finland, the country is home to
other linguistic minorities as well.

The Sami Languages

In the northernmost parts of Finland, the indigenous Sami people speak several Sami
languages, which are also officially recognized in certain municipalities. These languages
receive protection and support to preserve the cultural heritage of the Sdmi community.

Languages of Immigrants

Finland’s growing immigrant population brings a variety of languages into the linguistic
mosaic. Languages such as Russian, Estonian, Somali, Arabic, and English are
increasingly heard in urban areas. While not official languages, these languages
contribute to Finland’s multicultural landscape and influence language policies,
particularly in education and integration programs.

Why the Official Language of Finland Matters

Understanding the official language of Finland is more than just knowing which languages
are spoken; it offers insight into Finland’s identity, history, and social values. The bilingual
policy reflects respect for minority rights and an acknowledgment of the country’s diverse
heritage. It also shapes how Finns communicate, how services are delivered, and how the
nation presents itself to the world.

Whether you plan to visit Finland, study there, or simply have an interest in languages,
appreciating the official language of Finland provides a richer, more nuanced
understanding of this Nordic country. It’s a reminder that language is deeply intertwined
with culture, history, and the everyday lives of people.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Finland?

Finland has two official languages: Finnish and Swedish.

Why does Finland have two official languages?

Finland has two official languages because it has a significant Swedish-speaking minority
alongside the Finnish-speaking majority, and both languages are recognized to ensure
equal rights and services for all citizens.

Which language is more widely spoken in Finland,
Finnish or Swedish?

Finnish is more widely spoken in Finland, with about 87% of the population speaking it as
their first language, while around 5% speak Swedish.

Is English considered an official language in Finland?

No, English is not an official language in Finland, but it is widely taught and spoken as a
second language.

Are government services in Finland available in both
Finnish and Swedish?

Yes, government services in Finland are provided in both Finnish and Swedish to
accommodate speakers of both official languages.

Additional Resources

Official Language of Finland: A Linguistic Overview

official language of finland reflects the country’s unique cultural heritage and societal
structure. Finland is among the few nations with more than one official language, a
characteristic that mirrors its historical evolution and demographic composition.
Understanding the official language of Finland requires an exploration into both Finnish
and Swedish, the two recognized languages, their roles in society, legal frameworks, and
the implications for education, government, and daily life.

Understanding the Official Language of Finland

Finland’s linguistic landscape is shaped predominantly by two official languages: Finnish
and Swedish. The Finnish language, a member of the Finno-Ugric language family, is



spoken by the majority of the population, while Swedish, belonging to the Germanic
language family, is spoken by a minority. This bilingual status is not merely symbolic; it is
enshrined in the Finnish Constitution and various language laws that guarantee language
rights for both groups.

The official language of Finland is thus dual, with both Finnish and Swedish granted equal
status in government administration, legislation, and public services. This bilingual policy
reflects Finland’s commitment to protecting the linguistic rights of the Swedish-speaking
minority, which constitutes about 5.2% of the population according to recent statistics.

Historical Context of Finland’s Official Languages

The presence of Swedish as an official language in Finland traces back to centuries of
historical ties. Finland was part of the Kingdom of Sweden from the 12th century until
1809. During this period, Swedish was the dominant language of administration,
education, and culture. Even after Finland became an autonomous grand duchy under
Russian rule, Swedish maintained a significant status.

It was only in the 19th and 20th centuries that Finnish gained prominence as a national
language, partly fueled by the Fennoman movement, which emphasized Finnish language
and culture. The bilingual language policy established in the early 20th century
acknowledges this dual heritage, ensuring that both Finnish and Swedish speakers enjoy
equal linguistic rights.

The Role of Finnish and Swedish in Society

The official language of Finland influences many facets of public and private life. Finnish,
spoken by approximately 88% of the population, dominates in most regions, especially in
the central and eastern parts of the country. Swedish, on the other hand, is primarily
spoken along the western and southern coasts, including the autonomous region of Aland,
where Swedish is the sole official language.

Government and Legal Frameworks

Finland’s Language Act of 2003 is a cornerstone in regulating the use of Finnish and
Swedish in official contexts. It mandates that all citizens have the right to receive services
in their native language from government entities, courts, and healthcare providers. This
legislation ensures that public offices operate bilingually, with documents and
communications available in both languages.

The parliament and other legislative bodies conduct business in both Finnish and Swedish.
Official documents, including laws and regulations, are published in both languages,
reinforcing the principle of linguistic equality. This framework fosters inclusiveness and
protects minority language rights.



Education System and Language Instruction

The Finnish education system is designed to accommodate the bilingual nature of the
country. Schools in predominantly Finnish-speaking areas teach Finnish as the primary
language, with Swedish offered as a compulsory second language. Conversely, in Swedish-
speaking regions, Swedish is the primary language of instruction, and Finnish is taught as
the second language.

This bilingual education approach ensures that most Finnish citizens attain proficiency in
both languages, supporting communication and integration across linguistic groups.
Moreover, English has gained importance as a foreign language, particularly in higher
education and international business contexts, but it does not hold official status.

Language Demographics and Regional Variations

The distribution of Finnish and Swedish speakers varies significantly across Finland’s
regions. The coastal areas, especially in Ostrobothnia, Uusimaa, and the archipelago
regions, have notable Swedish-speaking populations. The Aland Islands present a unique
case where Swedish is the only official language, and Finnish is rarely used in
administrative matters.

Minority Languages and Linguistic Diversity

Although Finnish and Swedish dominate, Finland is home to other minority languages,
including Sdmi languages spoken by the indigenous Sami people in the northern Lapland
region. Sami languages have official status in certain municipalities, reflecting Finland’s
commitment to preserving indigenous linguistic heritage.

Additionally, immigrant languages have become increasingly prominent due to recent
migration trends. Languages such as Russian, Estonian, Arabic, and Somali are spoken by
growing communities, contributing to Finland’s evolving linguistic landscape. However,
these languages do not have official status and are not part of the official language
framework.

Challenges and Benefits of Finland’s Official
Language Policy

Maintaining a bilingual official language policy presents both challenges and advantages
for Finland. On one hand, providing equal services in Finnish and Swedish requires
significant resources, including bilingual public servants, translation services, and
educational materials. Some critics argue that this can lead to inefficiencies or higher
costs.



On the other hand, the policy promotes social cohesion, cultural preservation, and
minority rights. It enhances mutual understanding between linguistic groups and
strengthens Finland’s image as a nation committed to inclusivity and diversity. The
bilingual framework also supports international relations, particularly with Sweden and
other Nordic countries.

Comparative Perspective with Other Bilingual Countries

Finland’s bilingual official language status can be compared to countries like Canada,
Belgium, and Switzerland, where multiple languages coexist within official frameworks.
Unlike some countries where linguistic divisions have led to political tensions, Finland has
generally managed its bilingualism harmoniously.

The Finnish model emphasizes equal legal status and practical accessibility, avoiding
language dominance by either group. This balance is often cited as a successful example
of managing linguistic diversity in a modern democracy.

Implications for Business and Tourism

In the realms of commerce and tourism, the official language of Finland plays a significant
role. Businesses operating nationally must often accommodate both Finnish and Swedish
speakers to effectively reach their market. This bilingual approach is also evident in
marketing, packaging, and customer service.

Tourism benefits from Finland’s linguistic diversity as well. Visitors to Swedish-speaking
regions experience a distinct cultural environment, adding to the country’s appeal.
Multilingual signage and services in both Finnish and Swedish cater to diverse traveler
needs, enhancing accessibility and visitor satisfaction.

The prominence of English as a widely spoken foreign language further supports
international tourism and business activities, although it remains a complementary
language rather than an official one.

The official language of Finland, therefore, is not a static attribute but a dynamic element
ingrained in the nation’s identity, governance, and daily life. Its dual-language framework
reflects Finland’s historical legacies and contemporary commitments, shaping a society
that values linguistic equality and cultural diversity. This bilingual foundation continues to
influence education, administration, and social interaction, positioning Finland as a
distinctive example of successful multilingualism in Europe.

Official Language Of Finland

official language of finland: The Languages of Scandinavia Ruth H. Sanders, 2017-11-24 “A
much-needed, comprehensive, and accessible overview of the interrelationship among” Danish,
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Norwegian, Swedish, Icelandic, Faroese, Finnish, and Sami (Ilmari Ivaska, Scandinavian Studies).
From fjords to mountains, schools of herring to herds of reindeer, Scandinavia is rich in astonishing
natural beauty. Less well known, however, is that it is also rich in languages. Home to seven
languages, Scandinavia has traditionally been understood as linguistically bifurcated between its
five Germanic languages (Danish, Norwegian, Swedish, Icelandic, and Faroese) and its two
Finno-Ugric ones (Finnish and Sami). In The Languages of Scandinavia, Ruth H. Sanders takes a
pioneering approach: she considers these Seven Sisters of the North together. While the two
linguistic families that comprise Scandinavia’s languages ultimately have differing origins, the Seven
Sisters have coexisted side by side for millennia. As Sanders reveals, a crisscrossing of names,
territories, and even to some extent language genetics—intimate language contact—has created a
body of shared culture, experience, and linguistic influences that is illuminated when the story of
these seven languages is told as one. Exploring everything from the famed whalebone Lewis
Chessmen of Norse origin to the interactions between the Black Death and the Norwegian language,
The Languages of Scandinavia offers profound insight into languages with a cultural impact
deep-rooted and far-reaching, from the Icelandic sagas to Swedish writer Stieg Larsson’s
internationally popular Millennium trilogy. Sanders’s book is both an accessible work of linguistic
scholarship and a fascinating intellectual history of language. “Focuses on contacts, colonialism,
conflicts and causes of friction, and the resulting language developments from a macro perspective .
.. arefreshing and pleasant read.” —Verena Hofig, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

official language of finland: The Other Languages of Europe Guus Extra, Durk Gorter,
2001 The book offers demographic, sociolinguistic, and educational perspectives on the status of
both regional and immigrant languages in Europe and in a wider international context. From a
cross-national point of view, empirical evidence on the status of these other languages of
multicultural Europe is brought together in a combined frame of reference.

official language of finland: Higher Education, Language and New Nationalism in Finland
Taina Saarinen, 2020-11-16 The book discusses recycled discourses of language and nationalism in
Finnish higher education, demonstrating the need to look beyond language in the study of language
policies of higher education. It analyses the historical and political layeredness of language policies
as well as the intertwined nature of national and international developments in understanding new
nationalism. Finnish higher education language policies were fuelled by the dynamics and tensions
between the national languages Finnish and Swedish until the 2000s, when English begins to
catalyse post nationalist discourses of economy and competitiveness. In the 2010s, English begins to
be seen as a threat to Finnish. Educational, economic and epistemic nationalism emerge as the main
cycles of new nationalist language policies in Finnish higher education. The book will be of interest
to language policy and higher education scholars and practitioners, as well as graduate students
language policy and higher education.

official language of finland: Language Policies in Finland and Sweden Mia Halonen, Pasi
Thalainen, Taina Saarinen, 2015 In this volume, authors from four disciplines join forces to develop
an analysis of political discourse on a comparative and multidisciplinary basis. Theoretically the
book draws on the concept of language policy, operationalising it through the politics and policies of
Finland and Sweden.

official language of finland: The Languages of the Soviet Union Bernard Comrie,
1981-06-04 A general account of the languages of the Soviet Union, one of the most diverse
multinational and multilingual states in the world as well as one of the most important. There are
some 130 languages spoken in the USSR, belonging to five main families and ranging from Russian,
which is the first language of about 130,000,000 people, to Aluet, spoken only by 96 (in the 1970
census). Dr Comrie has two general aims. First, he presents the most important structural features
of these languages, their genetic relationships and classification and their distinctive typological
features. Secondly, he examines the social and political background to the use of functioning of the
various languages in a multilingual state. The volume will be of importance and interest to linguists
and to those with a broader professional interest in the Soviet Union.



official language of finland: The Constitution of Finland Jaakko Husa, 2010-11-30 This
book deals with the living Constitution of Finland, with an emphasis on constitutional history,
culture, and practice. 'Culture' here refers to the cognitive long-term social or mental structure
which makes it possible for politicians, civil servants, judges, and lawyers to grasp the constitutional
environment in which they exist. Finland is a small modern, democratic Nordic country with a
politically stable welfare system and a constitutional history dating back to the 1700s which contains
remnants of Swedish rule, Russian rule, and the period of independence since 1917. It also contains
several inner tensions: parliamentarism versus presidentialism, a high level of constitutionalism
versus a virtual lack of constitutional judicial review, and a formally rigid but actually flexible
constitution. The book offers a realistic but critical overview of the Finnish constitution, while also
discussing fundamental questions about the very nature of constitution and constitutionalism. In
addition, the constitutional effect of the EU and the European Convention on Human Rights are
discussed and, where appropriate, a specific comparative dimension is added. The book is written in
an uncomplicated manner and is aimed at those not familiar with the system, providing an
introduction and first orientation without excessive detail. Each chapter concludes with a list of
further reading and relevant websites.

official language of finland: A Concise History of Finland David Kirby, 2006-07-13 Few
countries in Europe have undergone such rapid social, political and economic changes as Finland
has during the last fifty years. David Kirby here sets out the fascinating history of this northern
country, for centuries on the east-west divide of Europe, a country not blessed by nature, most of
whose inhabitants still earned a living from farming fifty years ago, but which today is one of the
most prosperous members of the European Union. He shows how this small country was able not
only to survive in peace and war but also to preserve and develop its own highly distinctive identity,
neither Scandinavian nor Eastern European. He traces the evolution of the idea of a Finnish national
state, from the long centuries as part of the Swedish realm, through self-government within the
Russian Empire, and into the stormy and tragic birth of the independent state in the twentieth
century.

official language of finland: The Nordic Languages Oskar Bandle, Lennart Elmevik, Gun
Widmark, 2002 Annotation This handbook is conceived as a comprehensive history of the North
Germanic languages from the oldest times up to the present day. Whereas most of the traditional
presentations of Nordic language history are confined to individual languages and often concentrate
on purely linguistic data, the present work covers the history of all Nordic languages in its totality,
embedded in a broad culture-historical context. The Nordic languages are described both
individually and in their mutual dependence as well as in relation to the neighboring non-Nordic
languages. The handbook is not tied to a particular methodology, but keeps in principle to a
pronounced methodological pluralism, encompassing all aspects of actual methodology. Moreover it
combines diachronic with synchronic-systematic aspects, longitudinal sections with cross-sections
(periods such as Old Norse, transition from Old Norse to Early Modern Nordic, Early Modern Nordic
1550-1800 and so on). The description of Nordic language history is built upon a comprehensive
collection of linguistic data; it consists of more than 200 articles, written by a multitude of authors
from Scandinavian and German and English speaking countries. The organization of the handbook
combines a central part on the detailed chronological developments and some chapters of a more
general character: chapters on theory and methodology in the beginning, and on overlapping
spatio-temporal topics in the end.

official language of finland: History of Finland Henrik Meinander, 2020-04-15 Henrik
Meinander paints a brisk and bold picture of the history of Finland from integrated part of the
Swedish kingdom to autonomous Grand Duchy within the Russian empire, gradually transformed
and maturing into a conscious nation, independent state and skilful adapter of modern technology.
The main geographical context for his study is the Baltic region, and the author links his analysis to
structural developments and turning points in European history. The book blends politics, economy
and culture to show how human and natural resources in Finland have been utilized and the impact



its cultural heritage and technological innovation have had on its development. In a departure from
most conventional approaches, Meinander gives greater emphasis to recent and contemporary
events. In other words, he puts Finland into a range of historical contexts in its Baltic and European
settings to highlight how both together have formed Finland into what it is at the beginning of the
twenty-first century.

official language of finland: Early Child Care and Education in Finland Kaarina Maatta,
Satu Uusiautti, 2014-06-11 What is childhood like in Finland? What kind of practical solutions have
been created and evaluated that aim at both providing good childhood experiences and supporting
children’s positive development? What practices aim to prevent child exclusion from regular
education and social experiences and to foster children’s healthy development in emotional, social,
and behavioural terms? This book considers the reality of childhood in Finland. It discusses the
realisation and evaluation of early childhood education and addresses aspects of research and
practice concerning children under the age of 10. It examines the growth and development of young
children, how learning and teaching are organised, practices of rearing children and the state of
child care in Finland. Contributors represent a variety of universities and sub disciplines in the
science of education and focus on perspectives of children’s well-being, special viewpoints of early
childhood education, care, and research in Finland. This book was originally published as a special
issue of Early Child Development and Care.

official language of finland: Through Finland in Carts Mrs. Alec-Tweedie, 2019-11-26 In
Through Finland in Carts, Mrs. Alec-Tweedie offers an evocative travel narrative that immerses
readers in the enchanting beauty and cultural richness of early 20th-century Finland. Her prose
combines vivid descriptions with an engaging, conversational style, reflecting her keen observational
skills and deep appreciation for the landscapes and people she encounters. The book not only
documents the journey through various provinces but also captures the zeitgeist of the era,
revealing the social and political nuances of Finnish life just before its independence. With a balance
of personal anecdotes and insightful reflections, this work stands as both a travelogue and a
poignant social commentary. Mrs. Alec-Tweedie, an intrepid traveler and writer, brought her unique
insights into Finnish culture to life through her extensive travels across Europe. Her earlier works,
combined with her experiences in different locales, honed her narrative style and refined her
abilities as a storyteller. This background, coupled with her fascination for lesser-known
destinations, led her to explore Finland in a period of transformation, allowing her to convey a sense
of place that resonates with authenticity. Through Finland in Carts is a must-read for those who
cherish travel literature and wish to explore a Finland that is often overlooked. With its detailed
portrayal of Finnish society, layered with personal reflections, this book invites readers to journey
alongside the author and experience the wonders of a landscape that is as rich in history as it is in
natural beauty.

official language of finland: Quality and Inequality of Education Jaap Dronkers, 2010-07-03
This cogent analysis of data on education and society from a variety of sources sets out to provide
answers to scientific and policy questions on the quality of education and the way it relates to
various forms of inequality in modern societies, particularly in Europe. The authors examine not only
the well known cross-national PISA datasets, but also the European Social Survey and TIMSS, going
further than many researchers by folding into their analyses economic, legal and historical factors.
Most research up to now using the PISA data is restricted to educational research. Interesting as
that educational question is, the chapters here use the PISA, and other data, to explore more
profoundly the relationship between education and the various forms of inequality in European and
other modern societies. The work comes from two different perspectives: one that looks at how the
different characteristics of societies, their economies, and their educational systems influence the
average educational achievements of specific groups of pupils, such as immigrants, in those
societies; and a second, which explores how, and in what degree, the characteristics of schools,
educational systems and labour-markets either hardens or softens differences in the educational
outcomes of various groups of pupils. With a special feature of the book being its emphasis on



comparing Asian and European countries, and with the content free of the political constraints that
can often attend studies of these datasets, this book will be an vital resource for educationalists and
policy-makers alike.

official language of finland: 21st Century Pre-school Bilingual Education Mila Schwartz, Asa
Palviainen, 2020-04-28 In this volume, the editors aim to offer a timely focus on preschool bilingual
education in the 21st century by drawing attention to the following trends: (1) the diversity of
language models and their hybrid, dynamic and flexible nature; (2) the complexities of children's
linguistic backgrounds; (3) children's, parents' and teachers' agencies in interaction; and (4) early
bilingual development and education as contextually embedded. Given the complexity of providing a
global and comprehensive view of these trends in just one issue, the selection of studies included
here seeks to offer insightful consideration of these trends using a range of qualitative and
quantitative methods. The contributors explore the trends in different socio-cultural and national
contexts in five countries: Finland, Sweden, the Netherlands, Israel and Singapore. The book
highlights the need on the one hand to examine early bilingual education within specific
socio-cultural contexts, and on the other to search for its universal features. It aims to promote the
field of preschool bilingual education as a unique research domain by illustrating its distinctiveness.
Last but not least, the studies presented here have a significant contribution to make in the light of
the growing interest of policy-makers, ethno-linguistic community leaders, practitioners and
researchers in early bilingual development and education. This book was originally published as a
special issue of International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism.

official language of finland: Comparative Legal Linguistics Heikki E.S. Mattila, 2024-11-01
This book examines legal language as a language for special purposes, evaluating the functions and
characteristics of legal language and the terminology of law. Using examples drawn from major and
lesser legal languages, it examines the major legal languages themselves, beginning with Latin
through German, French, Spanish and English. This second edition has been fully revised, updated
and enlarged. A new chapter on legal Spanish takes into account the increasing importance of the
language, and a new section explores the use (in legal circles) of the two variants of the Norwegian
language. All chapters have been thoroughly updated and include more detailed footnote
referencing. The work will be a valuable resource for students, researchers, and practitioners in the
areas of legal history and theory, comparative law, semiotics, and linguistics. It will also be of
interest to legal translators and terminologists.

official language of finland: Russification in the Baltic Provinces and Finland, 1855-1914
Edward C. Thaden, 2014-07-14 Accompanying the gradual systematization of government and
modernization of society in Russia during the reforms of the 1860s was a policy of Russification
toward Finland and the Baltic provinces of Estland, Livland, and Kurland. From a variety of group
and national perspectives, five scholars here depict the formulation, implementation, and effect of
this policy. Originally published in 1981. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest
print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

official language of finland: The Baltic Review, 1920

official language of finland: Finland Mining Laws and Regulations Handbook - Strategic
Information and Basic Laws IBP, Inc., 2017-09-26 2011 Updated Reprint. Updated Annually. Finland
Mining Laws and Regulations Handbook

official language of finland: Finland Land, Real Property Ownership and Agricultural Laws
Handbook Volume 1 Strategic Information and Basic Laws IBP, Inc., 2018-01-10 Finland Land
Ownership and Agricultural Laws Handbook - Strategic Information and Basicl Regulations

official language of finland: Finland Investment, Trade Laws and Regulations Handbook
Volume 1 Strategic Information and Basic Laws IBP USA, 2013-08 Following The Soldier’s Return,




heralded as “a novel written in fine steel sentences and granite paragraphs” by the Washington Post,
and the equally brilliant A Son of War, Melvyn Bragg brings “one of the finest sagas of postwar
Britain” (London Sunday Telegraph) to a stunning conclusion. Set in the 1950s, this absorbing novel
follows the intertwined fates of people crossing boundaries in their lives. Alive with a wide cast of
characters, Crossing the Lines vividly portrays the spirit and atmosphere of the mid-century and the
profound changes taking place at the time, in morals, religion, music, and social class. Moving and
evocative, this masterly novel and the two that have preceded it are rightfully hailed as
contemporary classics.

official language of finland: Finland Company Laws and Regulations Handbook Volume
1 Strategic Information and Basic Laws IBP USA,
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