martin rees our final hour

Martin Rees Our Final Hour: A Sobering Look at Humanity’s Future

martin rees our final hour serves as a compelling wake-up call, urging us to confront some of the
most critical risks threatening the survival of human civilization. As the 24th Astronomer Royal and a
renowned cosmologist, Martin Rees presents a sobering analysis of the existential dangers humanity
faces in his book *Our Final Hour*. The work delves into scientific, technological, and environmental
hazards that could potentially bring about our extinction, weaving together insights from
astrophysics, biology, and global policy.

In this article, we’ll explore the core themes of Martin Rees’s influential work, highlighting key ideas
and the profound questions it raises about our future. We’ll also discuss the relevance of these
concerns in today’s world and how awareness can steer us toward a safer path.

Understanding the Premise of Martin Rees Our Final
Hour

At its heart, *Our Final Hour* is an urgent reflection on the fragility of human existence in the
cosmic timeline. Martin Rees argues that while humanity has achieved unprecedented technological
progress, this very advancement exposes us to new, unprecedented risks. These risks, if left
unchecked, could lead to catastrophic consequences within this century.

Rees identifies that unlike past extinction events caused by natural disasters, the greatest threats to
our survival now stem from human-made technologies and environmental mismanagement. This shift
marks a pivotal moment in history where our own creations could endanger our species.

The Anthropocene and the Era of Human Influence

Martin Rees’s analysis often touches on the Anthropocene—the current geological epoch where
human activity is the dominant influence on climate and the environment. This concept is central to
understanding the book’s message. The Anthropocene symbolizes both human ingenuity and the
potential for irreversible damage.

Rees warns that unchecked industrialization, habitat destruction, and climate change could
accelerate the degradation of ecosystems vital to human life. This environmental context sets the

stage for why *Our Final Hour* is not just philosophical speculation but a call for immediate global
action.

Key Existential Threats Explored in Our Final Hour

One of the book’s most valuable contributions is its categorization and explanation of the major



existential threats that could contribute to humanity’s final hour. These are not just abstract fears
but grounded concerns supported by scientific evidence.

1. Nuclear War

The threat of nuclear conflict remains a chilling reality. Despite decades of arms control treaties, the
risk of accidental or intentional nuclear war persists. Martin Rees emphasizes that the destructive
power of nuclear weapons is such that even a limited nuclear exchange could trigger global
catastrophe, including nuclear winter and massive loss of life.

2. Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering

Advances in biotechnology offer incredible medical and agricultural benefits, but Rees highlights the
dark side: the possibility of engineered pandemics. The manipulation of viruses and bacteria,
whether accidental or intentional, could unleash diseases with devastating effects on global
populations.

3. Artificial Intelligence and Autonomous Systems

Rees also explores the rapid development of artificial intelligence and robotics. While Al promises to
revolutionize industries, the risk of losing control over autonomous systems or creating
superintelligent machines with misaligned goals presents a novel existential challenge. This topic
has become increasingly relevant as Al technologies evolve.

4. Environmental Catastrophes

Climate change, biodiversity loss, and resource depletion are interlinked threats that jeopardize the
delicate balance of life on Earth. Martin Rees’s work underscores that environmental degradation
can lead to food and water shortages, mass migrations, and conflict, amplifying other risks.

Why Martin Rees Our Final Hour Matters Today

In an era marked by rapid technological breakthroughs and escalating environmental crises, the
themes of *Our Final Hour* remain strikingly pertinent. The book serves as both a mirror and a map,
reflecting current dangers while guiding us toward precautionary measures.

Promoting Global Awareness and Responsibility

One of the most crucial lessons from Martin Rees’s work is the importance of global cooperation.



Existential risks do not respect national borders, making international collaboration essential.
Efforts such as nuclear disarmament talks, global climate agreements, and Al safety research are
vital steps aligned with Rees’s vision.

Encouraging Ethical Scientific Development

Scientists, policymakers, and the public must engage in open dialogue about the ethical implications
of emerging technologies. Martin Rees advocates for responsible innovation that prioritizes
humanity’s well-being over unchecked progress. This approach helps balance the benefits and risks
of scientific breakthroughs.

How to Engage with the Ideas in Martin Rees Our Final
Hour

If you're intrigued by the themes in *Our Final Hour*, there are several ways to deepen your
understanding and contribute to meaningful discussions about humanity’s future.

¢ Read widely: Complement Rees’s work with books and articles on existential risk, climate
science, Al ethics, and global security.

e Stay informed: Follow credible news sources and scientific organizations that monitor
advancements and risks in technology and the environment.

e Participate in community efforts: Engage with local and global initiatives focused on
sustainability, disarmament, and ethical technology development.

e Support science communication: Encourage educational programs that raise awareness
about existential risks and inspire future generations to prioritize planetary stewardship.

Reflections on the Future: Hope Amidst the Challenges

While Martin Rees our final hour paints a cautionary picture, it’s important to recognize that
awareness is the first step toward prevention. The book doesn’t suggest inevitability but rather
implores humanity to act wisely and urgently. Through innovation, cooperation, and ethical
responsibility, we hold the power to avert disaster and shape a sustainable future.

Ultimately, *Our Final Hour* invites us to reflect on our place in the universe—not as masters of an
infinite domain but as stewards of a fragile planet. It challenges us to harness our collective
intelligence and empathy to ensure that the story of humanity continues beyond this pivotal century.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Martin Rees's book 'Our Final
Hour'?

The main theme of 'Our Final Hour' is the potential existential risks that humanity faces in the 21st
century, including technological, environmental, and scientific threats that could lead to human
extinction.

Who is Martin Rees and why is he qualified to discuss
existential risks?

Martin Rees is a prominent British cosmologist and astrophysicist, former President of the Royal
Society, and a leading thinker on global catastrophic risks. His expertise in science and his role in
advising on science policy make him well-qualified to discuss existential threats.

What are some of the specific risks Martin Rees highlights in
'‘Our Final Hour'?

In 'Our Final Hour,' Martin Rees highlights risks such as nuclear war, bioterrorism, artificial
intelligence gone wrong, environmental degradation, and unintended consequences of advanced
technologies as potential threats to human survival.

What solutions or precautions does Martin Rees propose in
'Our Final Hour' to mitigate the risks?

Martin Rees advocates for increased global cooperation, responsible scientific research, regulation
of emerging technologies, and heightened awareness to prevent accidental or intentional
catastrophes that could threaten humanity's future.

How has 'Our Final Hour' influenced public and scientific
discourse on existential risks?

The book has raised awareness about existential risks beyond traditional concerns, encouraging
policymakers, scientists, and the public to consider long-term survival and the ethical implications of
advanced technologies, influencing discussions on global risk management.

Additional Resources

Martin Rees Our Final Hour: A Sobering Look at Humanity’s Existential Risks

martin rees our final hour is a phrase that brings attention to one of the most profound and
pressing topics of our time—the potential threats that could lead to humanity’s extinction or
irreversible collapse. Martin Rees, a distinguished British cosmologist and astrophysicist, explores
this critical theme in his influential work, "Our Final Hour," where he outlines the various existential



risks that modern civilization faces. His analysis is both a warning and a call to action, urging society
to recognize and mitigate these dangers before it is too late.

In this article, we delve into Martin Rees’s perspectives on existential risks, examining the key
arguments he presents, the scientific and technological backdrop of these threats, and the
implications for global policy. Through an investigative lens, we aim to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the urgency and complexity surrounding the issues detailed in "Our Final Hour."

Understanding the Core Thesis of "Our Final Hour"

At its heart, Martin Rees’s "Our Final Hour" confronts the uncomfortable possibility that humanity’s
technological prowess may ironically be leading it toward self-destruction. Rees estimates that there
is at least a 50% chance that civilization could face a catastrophic event leading to extinction or
near-extinction within the 21st century. This unsettling probability stems from an aggregation of
various risks—some natural and some anthropogenic.

Unlike many doomsday scenarios rooted purely in speculation, Rees’s work is grounded in scientific
realism. He categorizes existential threats into several broad groups, including nuclear war,
engineered pandemics, artificial intelligence, and environmental degradation. Through this
framework, he stresses that while natural disasters like asteroid impacts remain threats, the
greatest dangers are those created by human innovation and oversight.

The Spectrum of Existential Risks Highlighted by Martin Rees

One of the strengths of "Our Final Hour" lies in its detailed breakdown of the diverse risks humanity
faces. Rees does not treat these dangers in isolation but rather emphasizes their interconnectedness
and the compounding effects they could have if left unchecked.

¢ Nuclear Catastrophe: The persistence of nuclear arsenals and geopolitical tensions
continues to pose a global threat. Rees highlights the possibility of accidental launches or
deliberate strikes that could trigger widespread devastation.

e Biotechnology and Engineered Pathogens: Advances in genetic engineering raise the
specter of artificially created viruses or bacteria, either as bioweapons or through accidental
release, capable of causing pandemics far deadlier than natural ones.

e Artificial Intelligence: The rapid development of Al technologies introduces uncertainty
about control and safety. Rees warns about scenarios where superintelligent Al could act in
ways that conflict with human interests or survival.

e Environmental Collapse: Climate change, biodiversity loss, and resource depletion threaten
to undermine the ecosystems that sustain human life. While often viewed as gradual, these
changes may trigger abrupt and irreversible tipping points.

e Cosmic Hazards: Although less likely, events such as asteroid impacts or solar flares remain
on the list of potential extinction-level risks.



Scientific Evidence and Probability Assessments

Martin Rees’s approach in "Our Final Hour" is notable for its attempt to quantify the likelihood of
global catastrophe. While assigning precise probabilities to unprecedented events is inherently
challenging, Rees draws on historical data, scientific modeling, and expert consensus to frame his
estimates.

For instance, the risk of nuclear war is informed by the ongoing number of warheads worldwide,
geopolitical instability, and past near-miss incidents. Similarly, the threat of engineered pandemics
is evaluated in light of the increasing accessibility of gene-editing technologies like CRISPR, and the
documented history of laboratory accidents.

Rees contrasts these anthropogenic risks with natural hazards, such as asteroid impacts, which,
although potentially devastating, occur with much lower frequency. This comparative analysis serves
to emphasize how human actions have shifted the balance of existential threats, often making them
more immediate and controllable.

Technological Advancements: Double-Edged Sword

An important theme in Rees’s narrative is the paradox of technological progress. While innovations
have dramatically improved human well-being, they have simultaneously introduced new
vulnerabilities.

The rise of synthetic biology, for example, offers enormous potential for medicine and agriculture
but also creates pathways for bioterrorism. Similarly, artificial intelligence promises efficiency and
problem-solving capabilities but carries risks of unintended consequences if ethical and safety
considerations lag behind development.

Rees advocates for proactive governance frameworks that can keep pace with rapid technological

change. He stresses the importance of international cooperation, transparency, and stringent safety
protocols to mitigate the risks associated with cutting-edge science.

Policy Implications and Global Responsibility

The sobering insights of "Our Final Hour" naturally lead to questions about how humanity should
respond. Martin Rees does not offer simplistic solutions but rather urges a multifaceted strategy
encompassing scientific research, policy reform, and public engagement.

Enhancing Risk Awareness and Preparedness

A central recommendation is the need to elevate public and governmental awareness of existential
risks. Rees argues that many of these dangers remain underappreciated or dismissed as speculative,



which hampers the mobilization of resources and political will.

Preparedness measures could include:

1. Strengthening international treaties on nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation.
2. Implementing robust biosecurity standards and monitoring for emerging biotechnologies.

3. Investing in Al safety research and establishing ethical guidelines for machine learning
development.

4. Promoting environmental policies aimed at sustainability and resilience.

Global Cooperation as an Imperative

Given the borderless nature of many existential threats, Rees emphasizes that no single nation can
address these problems alone. Collaborative frameworks are essential to manage risks that
transcend geopolitical boundaries.

This includes data sharing, joint scientific initiatives, and coordinated responses to crises. The
COVID-19 pandemic, while not an engineered disaster, has underscored the importance of global
solidarity in confronting biological threats.

Critiques and Alternative Perspectives

While Martin Rees’s "Our Final Hour" has been widely praised for its rigor and urgency, some critics
argue that the focus on doomsday scenarios may induce fatalism or distract from more immediate
social issues. Others caution that probabilistic risk assessments of unprecedented events carry
inherent uncertainties that must be communicated carefully to avoid sensationalism.

Moreover, balancing innovation with caution poses policy challenges. Overregulation could stifle
beneficial scientific advances, whereas insufficient oversight may exacerbate risks. Rees’s work
invites ongoing debate about how best to navigate this delicate equilibrium.

The Role of Media and Public Discourse

Another dimension worth considering is how media coverage shapes perceptions of existential
threats. Sensational headlines may attract attention but risk oversimplifying complex scientific
realities. Martin Rees’s measured tone in "Our Final Hour" serves as a model for responsible
communication, blending urgency with evidence-based analysis.

Encouraging nuanced public discourse can empower citizens and policymakers to engage



constructively with these critical issues rather than succumbing to apathy or panic.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

More than a decade after its initial publication, "Our Final Hour" remains highly relevant as
technological capabilities evolve at an unprecedented pace. Martin Rees’s foresight has been
validated by the increasing prominence of Al ethics debates, biosecurity concerns, and climate
emergency recognition.

The book’s enduring influence lies in its capacity to provoke reflection on humanity’s long-term
survival and the ethical stewardship of science and technology. It challenges readers to consider not
only what is possible but what is responsible, framing the 21st century as a pivotal moment in
human history.

Through "martin rees our final hour," the conversation about existential risk continues to inform

policymakers, researchers, and the public alike, underscoring the delicate balance between progress
and peril that defines our era.

Martin Rees Our Final Hour

martin rees our final hour: Our Final Hour Martin J. Rees, 2003-03-19 An astrophysicist
theorizes that the human race may not survive the twenty-first century, citing the ways in which
technology could potentially destroy the human species and the universe itself with engineered
viruses, nano-machines, and other threats. 100,000 first printing.

martin rees our final hour: Our Final Hour Martin ]. Rees, 2004

martin rees our final hour: Eschatology and the Technological Future Michael S. Burdett,
2014-12-05 The rapid advancement of technology has led to an explosion of speculative theories
about what the future of humankind may look like. These technological futurisms have arisen from
significant advances in the fields of nanotechnology, biotechnology and information technology and
are drawing growing scrutiny from the philosophical and theological communities. This text seeks to
contextualize the growing literature on the cultural, philosophical and religious implications of
technological growth by considering technological futurisms such as transhumanism in the context
of the long historical tradition of technological dreaming. Michael Burdett traces the latent religious
sources of our contemporary technological imagination by looking at visionary approaches to
technology and the future in seminal technological utopias and science fiction and draws on past
theological responses to the technological future with Pierre Teilhard de Chardin and Jacques Ellul.
Burdett’s argument arrives at a contemporary Christian response to transhumanism based around
the themes of possibility and promise by turning to the works of Richard Kearney, Eberhard Jingel
and Jurgen Moltmann. Throughout, the author highlights points of correspondence and divergence
between technological futurisms and the Judeo-Christian understanding of the future.

martin rees our final hour: The Doom Loop in the Financial Sector William Leiss,
2011-02-01 In the past two years, the world has experienced how unsound economic practices can
disrupt global economic and social order. Today’s volatile global financial situation highlights the
importance of managing risk and the consequences of poor decision making. The Doom Loop in the
Financial Sector reveals an underlying paradox of risk management: the better we become at
assessing risks, the more we feel comfortable taking them. Using the current financial crisis as a



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-188/martin-rees-our-final-hour.pdf

case study, renowned risk expert William Leiss engages with the new concept of “black hole risk” —
risk so great that estimating the potential downsides is impossible. His risk-centred analysis of the
lead-up to the crisis reveals the practices that brought it about and how it became common practice
to use limited risk assessments as a justification to gamble huge sums of money on unsound
economic policies. In order to limit future catastrophes, Leiss recommends international cooperation
to manage black hole risks. He believes that, failing this, humanity could be susceptible to a
dangerous nexus of global disasters that would threaten human civilization as we know it.

martin rees our final hour: The Battle for Compassion Jonathan Leighton, 2011 Six hundred
years after Copernicus presented his revolutionary and heretical heliocentric theory, a sunset can
still look unexpectedly new. What if the fate of our world depended on a similar shift in perspective?
Synthesizing recent thinking from science, philosophy, psychology and economics with the author's
own reflections on freedom, identity and morality, The Battle for Compassion offers a fresh,
sweeping perspective on the human condition and a deep contemplation of the basis for our
priorities at this critical moment in our history. The threats to our existence and the persistence of
intense suffering are closely intertwined issues with similar underlying causes. Addressing them
honestly requires us to reflect detachedly on who we are, probe the boundaries of ethical thinking,
and ask some really big questions. What matters? What are the basic forces driving our species'
trajectory, and where are they leading us? And what would it realistically take for us to preserve a
future worth living in? These questions recur as we go through life and experience bliss and pain,
the passing of time, the kindness and cruelty of our fellow humans, the monotony of routine and the
shock of unanticipated change. This book ponders these pivotal questions and attempts to offer some
answers.

martin rees our final hour: The Bridge at the Edge of the World James Gustave Speth,
2008-01-01 Presents an analysis of modern capitalism and its impact on the global environmental
crises, and discusses how the transformation of current economic and political systems can lead to
environmental sustainability.

martin rees our final hour: Trespasses Masao Miyoshi, 2010-04-07 Trespasses presents key
writings of the cultural critic Misao Miyoshi, including eleven previously published selections and a
major new essay in which he calls for a global environmental protection studies.

martin rees our final hour: Historical Disasters in Context Andrea JANKU, Gerrit Schenk,
Franz Mauelshagen, 2011-12-21 Growing concerns about climate change and the increasing
occurrence of ever more devastating natural disasters in some parts of the world and their
consequences for human life, not only in the immediately affected regions, but for all of us, have
increased our desire to learn more about disaster experiences in the past. How did disaster
experiences impact on the development of modern sciences in the early modern era? Why did
religion continue to play such an important role in the encounter with disasters, despite the strong
trend towards secularization in the modern world? What was the political role of disasters?
Historical Disasters in Context illustrates how past societies coped with a threatening environment,
how societies changed in response to disaster experiences, and how disaster experiences were
processed and communicated, both locally and globally. Particular emphasis is put on the realms of
science, religion, and politics. International case studies demonstrate that while there are huge
differences across cultures in the way people and societies responded to disasters, there are also
many commonalities and interactions between different cultures that have the potential to alter the
ways people prepare for and react to disasters in future. To explain these relationships and highlight
their significance is the purpose of this volume.

martin rees our final hour: Seneca Christopher Star, 2016-11-01 After centuries of neglect
there is renewed interest in the life and works of Lucius Annaeus Seneca (or Seneca the Younger, ¢
4 BCE-65 CE). At one time an advisor at court to Nero, Seneca and his political career came to ruin
when he was implicated in a later plot to kill the capricious and matricidal emperor, and compelled
to commit suicide. Discredited through collusion, or at least association, with a notorious and
tyrannical regime, Seneca's ideas were for a time also considered derivative of Greek stoicism and



thus inferior to the real thing. In this first in-depth introduction to be published for many years,
Christopher Star shows what a remarkable statesman, dramatist and philosopher his subject actually
was. Seneca's original contributions to political philosophy and the philosophy of the emotions were
considerable. He was a favourite authority of Tertullian, who saw Seneca as proto-believer and early
humanist. And he is a key figure in the history of ideas and the Renaissance, as well as in literature
and drama. This new survey does full justice to his significance.

martin rees our final hour: Realistic Hope Angela Wilkinson, Betty Sue Flowers, 2025-10-01
We are running out of water, robots will take our jobs, we are eating ourselves to an early death, old
age pension and health systems are bankrupting governments, and an immigration crisis is
unravelling the European integration project. A growing number of nightmares, perfect storms, and
global catastrophes create fear of the future. One response is technocratic optimism — we’ll invent
our way out of these impending crises. Or we’ll simply ignore them as politically too hot to handle,
too uncomfortable for experts — denied until crisis hits. History is littered with late lessons from
early warnings. Cynicism is an excuse for inaction. Populism flourishes in the depths of despair.
Despite the gloom, there is another way to look at the future. We don’t have to be pessimistic or
optimistic — we can find realistic hope. This book is written by an international and influential
collection of future shapers. It is aimed at anyone who is interested in learning to refresh the
present, forge new common ground, and redesign the future.

martin rees our final hour: Armageddon or Evolution? Bernard S Phillips, 2015-12-03 We are
currently experiencing a wide range of evolving problems that threaten us with extinction. However,
Phillips argues that we have the capacity-with the aid of a broad approach to the scientific method
that builds on Mills's concept of the sociological imagination-to confront these problems ever more
effectively. This book develops and builds upon new methods for addressing such social problems as
global warming, terrorism, growing inequalities, and others. Phillips reveals procedures for
achieving conscious evolution by uncovering fundamental assumptions and their contradictions and
by moving toward alternative assumptions that promise to resolve these contradictions.

martin rees our final hour: Conflict After the Cold War Richard K. Betts, 2017-03-27 Edited
by one of the most renowned scholars in the field, Richard Betts' Conflict After the Cold War
assembles classic and contemporary readings on enduring problems of international security.
Offering broad historical and philosophical breadth, the carefully chosen and excerpted selections in
this popular reader help students engage key debates over the future of war and the new forms that
violent conflict will take. Conflict After the Cold War encourages closer scrutiny of the political,
economic, social, and military factors that drive war and peace. New to the Fifth Edition: Original
introductions to each of 10 major parts as well as to the book as a whole have been updated by the
author. An entirely new section (Part IX) on Threat Assessment and Misjudgment explores
fundamental problems in diagnosing danger, understanding strategic choices, and measuring costs
against benefits in wars over limited stakes. 12 new readings have been added or revised: Fred C.
Iklé, The Dark Side of Progress G. John Ikenberry, China’s Choice Kenneth N. Waltz, Why Nuclear
Proliferation May Be Good Daniel Byman, Drones: Technology Serves Strategy Audrey Kurth Cronin,
Drones: Tactics Undermine Strategy Eyre Crowe and Thomas Sanderson, The German Threat? 1907
Neville Henderson, The German Threat? 1938 Vladimir Putin, The Threat to Ukraine from the West
Eliot A. Cohen, The Russian Threat James C. Thomson, Jr., How Could Vietnam Happen? An Autopsy
Stephen Biddle, Afghanistan’s Legacy Martin C. Libicki, Why Cyberdeterrence is Different

martin rees our final hour: Seeking Security in an Insecure World Dan Caldwell, Robert E.
Williams Jr., 2016-02-24 This revised edition of Seeking Security in an Insecure World provides a
thorough, accessible introduction to contemporary security studies. All chapters are updated and a
wide range of new topics are discussed, including the Syrian civil war, Russia’s annexation of
Crimea and its intervention in East Ukraine, the global refugee crisis, China’s military buildup, the
impact of fracking on oil and gas markets, and rapidly evolving cyberwar capabilities. Each chapter
also addresses what has been and can be done to enhance security. Overall, Seeking Security in an
Insecure World offers a clear and compelling framework for understanding what security means



today and how it can best be achieved.

martin rees our final hour: Just Sustainability Christiana Peppard, Andrea Vincini ,
2015-03-01

martin rees our final hour: Fallacies of Development Brij Mohan, 2007 The Development
Delusion In A Globalized Culture Is A Fascinating Subject For Informed Debate And Discussion.
Fallacies Of Development Critiques The Contemporary Interventionist Approach To Social
Development. It Offers A Hermeneutical System Of Linkages That Seeks To Connect Certain Dots
Out Of The Box.The Kitsch Of Developmentalism Lacks Legitimacy, Coherence And Relevance In A
Flattening Complex World. From Nation-Building To Globalization, Dualities Of Triumphs And
Tribulations Mark A Neoglobal Order That Breeds De Developmentality Of Chaos. If September 11
Ominously Heralded The End Of A Civil Society, The Hegemonic Iraq Quagmire Represents A
Perfect Storm.The Present Book Signifies The Symbiosis Of Human And Social Development As A
Mega Project Of Global-Social Transformation. It Attempts To Offer A Better Understanding Of The
Dialectics Of Oppression, Exclusion, And Other Socio-Political Conundrums That Incubate Global
Unfreedom And Dehumanization. In Nine Symbiotic Chapters Organized Around Three Central
Themes, The Book Examines The Paradoxy Of Development, Unravels Archeology Of The Axis Of Evil
And Presents A Design Of New Social Development An Argument For The Conviviality Of A
Post-Ideological Coexistence As A Synthesis Of Human-Social Development Toward Global
Renaissance.The Book Calls For Enlightenment Ii, A New Epoch In The Evolution Of Human History
Promoting Counter-Hegemonic Analyses, Policies And Programs. In A Hopelessly Divided World, The
Re Emergence Of Barriers And Walls, Ubiquity Of Terror And Counter-Terror, And Pervasive Malaise
Of Arrogance Will Not Deliver A World Without The Scourges Of Poverty, Intolerance And War. It S
Not The Culture Of Poverty, It S The Poverty Of Culture That Continues To Bedevil Humanity. The
Flickers Of New Social Development Offer A Way Out Of The Paralysis Of Hope That Thwarts
Human And Social Progress. This Book Is A Compelling Reading For All Scientists, Intellectuals,
Professionals, Policy Makers And Students Who Cherish A Dream Of The Future Worth Living.

martin rees our final hour: Structure of the global catastrophe. Risks of human
extinction in the XXI century Alexey Turchin,

martin rees our final hour: Come With Me If You Want to Live Michael Harris, 2023-11-02
If our near future sometimes feels like a dystopian sci-fi movie, that’s because it is. In Come With Me
If You Want to Live: The Future as Foretold in Classic Sci-Fi Films, Michael Harris reveals the
hidden-in-plain-sight meanings of the greatest science fiction films of the past fifty years, the ways in
which they predicted the future that we are increasingly living in, but how we can still avoid the
worst of what they warned us about. The 1970s saw the start of a new wave of science fiction that
predicted environmental destruction, out-of-control technology, and escalating political crises. These
were not the fantastical imaginings of filmmakers, they were based on rising environmental
consciousness and solid scientific research. The explanation of why we didn’t heed these warnings
might be the most important story of our time - and now our future. Each chapter focuses on a
classic sci-fi film: among them Blade Runner, Terminator 2, 12 Monkeys, Brazil, , Soylent Green, and
the Back to the Future series; these films are used to consider our likely environmental,
technological, and political future. But taking sci-fi seriously again could help us to regain our power
to create different tomorrows guided by practical utopianism, and to imagine new science fictions
for a better world. If you're wondering what the future holds, maybe you've already seen it.

martin rees our final hour: The Sixth Element Theodore P. Snow, Don Brownlee, 2024-06-04
Carbon is arguably humankind's most important chemical element - indeed, possibly the most
important element in the universe. Created in the fiery furnaces of stars, carbon is the chemical
backbone of the planets and life as we know it. It is essential to every part of our lives: the bones and
tissue which give us all shape, the food we eat, the tools we use, the climate which supports life on
this planet. Despite these facts, carbon's importance is often overlooked. In this short, popular-level
book, astronomers Theodore Snow and Donald Brownlee consider carbon from a cosmic perspective,
explaining the inherent chemical and physical nature of the element as well as the ways in which it



is foundational to nearly everything in the universe, our environment, and our lives. Snow and
Brownlee first discuss the carbon's discovery and origin, as well as the aspects of carbon's chemical
makeup (such as its incredible ability to link to itself and bond with many other elements) that make
it so special and important to the history of the universe and our solar system. After addressing
carbon's role in the chemical evolution of the universe, including the formation and evolution of
galaxies, stars, planets, and life, the authors go on to describe its technological uses and its
influence on Earth's climate and planetary habitability more generally. Throughout, the authors
discuss not only the element itself, but also the scientists across numerous disciplines whose
research helped illuminate carbon's wide-ranging importance--

martin rees our final hour: Emigrating Beyond Earth Cameron M Smith, Evan T. Davies,
2012-06-09 Emigrating Beyond Earth puts space colonization into the context of human evolution.
Rather than focusing on the technologies and strategies needed to colonize space, the authors
examine the human and societal reasons for space colonization. They make space colonization seems
like a natural step by demonstrating that if will continue the human species' 4 million-year-old
legacy of adaptation to difficult new environments. The authors present many examples from the
history of human expansion into new environments, including two amazing tales of human
colonization - the prehistoric settlement of the upper Arctic around 5,000 years ago and the
colonization of the Pacific islands around 3,000 years ago - which show that space exploration is no
more about rockets and robots that Arctic exploration was about boating!

martin rees our final hour: Hope in Troubled Times Bob Goudzwaard, Mark Vander Vennen,
David Van Heemst, 2007-05-01 We want to have it all: financial strength, secure homes, clean air
and water for our children. With the latest technological advances available, we deserve to have
every dilemma resolved. Isn't that the way it's supposed to work? Hope in Troubled Times dares to
say no. Poverty, terrorism, and overtaxed land are planetary problems that make even believers
despair. But the authors point to Christ as the source of hope. Our choice is obvious. We work
together, learning to live unselfishly, or we watch civilization sink further into the abyss. With a
foreword by renowned human rights activist Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Hope in Troubled Times
provides real-world solutions to life-threatening problems. The authors show that with God's
guidance we can knock down the idols that stunt clear thinking.
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