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Introduction to International Relations Theories and Approaches

introduction to international relations theories and approaches opens the door to
understanding how countries interact on the global stage, why conflicts arise, and what drives
cooperation among nations. Whether you're a student, a professional in political science, or simply
curious about world affairs, grasping the foundational theories of international relations (IR) is
crucial. These theories offer various lenses through which we can analyze global politics, from power
struggles to economic ties and the role of international institutions.

In this article, we'll explore the key international relations theories and approaches, shedding light
on their unique perspectives and how they help explain the complex dynamics of global interactions.
Along the way, we’ll incorporate relevant terms like global governance, power politics, diplomacy,
and international security, making this a well-rounded introduction to the field.

Understanding the Foundations: What Are
International Relations Theories?

International relations theories are frameworks that scholars and policymakers use to interpret how
states and other actors behave on the global stage. These theories help us make sense of events like
wars, alliances, trade agreements, and diplomatic negotiations. They also provide predictions about
future interactions and strategies nations might adopt.

The field of international relations is multidisciplinary, drawing from history, economics, political
science, sociology, and law. Theories within this field are not just academic; they influence real-
world policy decisions and international diplomacy.

Why Theories Matter in International Relations

Without theoretical frameworks, analyzing global events would be chaotic and fragmented. Theories
offer a structured way to evaluate motives, power dynamics, and outcomes. For example,
understanding whether a conflict stems from a security dilemma or economic competition can
drastically change how one approaches conflict resolution.

Moreover, theories provide common language and concepts, such as sovereignty, anarchy, and
balance of power, enabling scholars and diplomats worldwide to communicate ideas effectively.

Major Theories in International Relations



Several prominent theories have shaped how we understand international relations. Each offers a
distinct viewpoint and emphasizes different aspects of global politics.

Realism: The Power-Centric View

Realism is perhaps the oldest and most influential IR theory. It centers on the idea that states are
the primary actors in an anarchic international system where no overarching authority exists.
Because there is no global government to enforce rules, states must rely on their own power to
ensure survival.

Key features of realism include:

e State sovereignty: States are sovereign entities seeking to protect their independence.
e Power struggle: Nations compete for military and economic power.

e Security dilemma: One state's efforts to increase security often make others feel threatened,
potentially leading to arms races or conflict.

Realists tend to view international cooperation skeptically, believing it is often temporary and driven
by self-interest rather than genuine goodwill.

Liberalism: Emphasizing Cooperation and Institutions

In contrast to realism, liberalism offers a more optimistic outlook on international relations. It
highlights the potential for cooperation among states through international institutions, trade, and
shared norms.

Central ideas of liberalism include:

e Interdependence: Economic and social ties reduce the likelihood of conflict.

e International organizations: Entities like the United Nations, World Trade Organization,
and International Monetary Fund help facilitate cooperation and manage disputes.

¢ Democratic peace theory: Democracies are less likely to go to war with each other due to
shared values and political structures.

Liberalism explains phenomena such as globalization, international law, and diplomacy with a focus
on mutual benefits and collective security.



Constructivism: The Role of Ideas and Identity

Constructivism adds a different dimension by stressing the importance of ideas, beliefs, and social
identities in shaping international relations. Unlike realism and liberalism, which focus on material
factors like power and institutions, constructivists argue that the international system is socially
constructed through shared norms and values.
Important aspects of constructivism include:

e Social construction: State interests and identities are not fixed but evolve based on

interactions.

e Norms and culture: International behavior is influenced by accepted norms and collective
identities.

e Change over time: Shifts in ideas can transform the international system, such as the end of
the Cold War.

This approach helps explain why states sometimes act against their immediate material interests,
guided instead by ideology or cultural affinity.

Other Notable Approaches

While realism, liberalism, and constructivism dominate IR theory, several other perspectives enrich
the field:

e Marxism and Critical Theory: Focus on economic structures, class relations, and global
inequality, highlighting how capitalism shapes world politics.

e Feminist IR Theory: Examines how gender affects international relations, emphasizing the
often-overlooked roles of women and gendered power dynamics.

¢ English School: Combines elements of realism and liberalism, emphasizing the concept of
international society - a set of shared rules and institutions among states.

Each of these approaches offers unique insights into global governance, power distribution, and
conflict resolution.

Applying International Relations Theories in Today’s



World

Understanding these theories is not just an academic exercise; it’s essential for analyzing current
global issues like climate change negotiations, trade wars, and security alliances.

Real-World Examples of IR Theories in Action

e Realism: The ongoing military competition between the United States and China over
influence in the Asia-Pacific region reflects realist concerns about power balance and security
dilemmas.

e Liberalism: The Paris Agreement on climate change showcases liberal ideas about
international cooperation and the role of global institutions.

e Constructivism: The growing global norm against nuclear proliferation demonstrates how
ideas and shared beliefs can shape state behavior.

By recognizing which theory best explains a situation, policymakers can devise more effective
strategies and anticipate potential outcomes more accurately.

Tips for Students and Enthusiasts

If you're diving into international relations theories for the first time, consider these tips:
« Explore multiple perspectives: No single theory explains everything; combining insights
often provides a fuller picture.

e Stay updated with current events: Apply theories to ongoing global issues to better
understand their relevance.

e Engage with primary sources: Reading foundational texts by scholars like Hans Morgenthau
(realism) or Immanuel Kant (liberalism) can deepen your understanding.

» Participate in discussions and simulations: Model UN or debate clubs offer practical
experience in international diplomacy and theory application.

The Evolution and Future of International Relations



Theories

International relations theories continue to evolve as the world changes. The rise of non-state actors
like multinational corporations, terrorist groups, and international NGOs challenges traditional
state-centric models. Moreover, emerging issues such as cyber warfare, artificial intelligence, and
global pandemics require fresh theoretical insights.

Scholars increasingly explore hybrid approaches, blending realism, liberalism, and constructivism to
capture the complexity of modern global affairs. For example, understanding cyber security threats
involves recognizing power struggles, the role of international norms, and the influence of
technology on state behavior.

The future of international relations theories will likely emphasize adaptability, interdisciplinary
research, and inclusivity, reflecting a world that is more interconnected and dynamic than ever.

Navigating the complexities of international politics becomes less daunting when armed with a solid
introduction to international relations theories and approaches. Each theory offers a different lens,
helping us decode the motivations behind state actions and the intricate dance of diplomacy,
conflict, and cooperation on the world stage. Whether you lean towards the pragmatic realism,
hopeful liberalism, or insightful constructivism, these frameworks are essential tools for anyone
eager to understand the forces shaping our global future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main theories in international relations?

The main theories in international relations include Realism, Liberalism, Constructivism, Marxism,
Feminism, and Postcolonialism. Each offers different perspectives on how states and actors interact
on the global stage.

How does Realism explain state behavior in international
relations?

Realism explains state behavior based on the assumption that states are rational actors seeking to
maximize their power and ensure their survival in an anarchic international system where no central
authority exists.

What role does Liberalism play in understanding international
relations?

Liberalism emphasizes cooperation among states through international institutions, trade, and
democracy, arguing that these factors can lead to more peaceful and stable international relations.



How does Constructivism differ from other international
relations theories?

Constructivism focuses on the social construction of international politics, arguing that state
interests and identities are shaped by social interactions, norms, and ideas rather than just material
forces.

Why is it important to study multiple approaches in
international relations?

Studying multiple approaches provides a comprehensive understanding of international relations by
highlighting different factors such as power, institutions, ideas, and identity, and helps explain
complex global phenomena more effectively.

How have feminist theories contributed to international
relations?

Feminist theories have contributed by highlighting the role of gender in international politics,
challenging traditional male-centric perspectives, and advocating for greater inclusivity and
attention to issues like security, human rights, and global inequality.

Additional Resources

Introduction to International Relations Theories and Approaches: Understanding Global Dynamics

introduction to international relations theories and approaches serves as a foundational
gateway for comprehending the complex interplay between states, organizations, and non-state
actors on the global stage. As globalization intensifies and geopolitical landscapes evolve, grasping
the theoretical frameworks behind international relations (IR) becomes essential for policymakers,
scholars, and analysts alike. This article delves into the principal theories and methodologies that
shape the study of international relations, highlighting their core principles, strengths, and
limitations within contemporary global affairs.

The Landscape of International Relations Theories

International relations theories provide structured lenses through which international interactions
are analyzed. These theoretical perspectives help interpret phenomena such as war, diplomacy,
trade, and international cooperation. Over decades, IR theories have evolved from classical
approaches to more nuanced and interdisciplinary frameworks, reflecting changes in global power
structures and ideological shifts.

Realism: Power and National Interest



Realism remains one of the oldest and most influential IR theories. Rooted in the notion that states
are the primary actors in an anarchic international system, realism emphasizes the pursuit of power
and self-interest as the driving forces behind state behavior. The theory posits that conflict is
inevitable due to competition for security and resources.

Key features of realism include:

e State-Centrism: States act as rational agents prioritizing survival.
¢ Anarchy: The absence of a central authority compels states to rely on self-help.

e Power Politics: Military and economic power are crucial tools for ensuring security.

Despite its pragmatic outlook, realism has been critiqued for overlooking the role of international
institutions and non-state actors, often disregarding ethical considerations in diplomacy.

Liberalism: Cooperation and International Institutions

Contrasting realism, liberalism highlights the potential for cooperation among states within an
international system. It underscores the significance of international organizations, economic
interdependence, and democratic governance in fostering peace and stability.

Liberalism’s core assumptions include:
e Multiple Actors: Beyond states, international organizations and NGOs influence global
affairs.
¢ Interdependence: Economic and social ties reduce the likelihood of conflict.

¢ Rule of Law: International norms and institutions facilitate cooperation.

Liberal theories have gained prominence in explaining the post-World War II order, especially the
role of the United Nations, World Trade Organization, and other multilateral bodies. However,
critics argue that liberalism can be overly idealistic, sometimes underestimating power struggles
and conflicts rooted in sovereignty concerns.

Constructivism: The Power of Ideas and Identities

Emerging in the late 20th century, constructivism challenges materialist assumptions by
emphasizing the importance of social constructs—ideas, norms, and identities—in shaping state
behavior. According to constructivists, the international system is not fixed but socially constructed
through interaction and shared meanings.



Central tenets of constructivism include:

» Social Construction: Reality in international relations is shaped by collective beliefs.
e Norms and Identity: States act based on their identities and normative frameworks.

¢ Change Potential: International norms evolve, influencing state interests and policies.

Constructivism provides critical insights into phenomena like the spread of human rights norms, the
impact of international law, and the evolution of diplomatic protocols. Nevertheless, its abstract
nature sometimes poses challenges in empirical testing and policy application.

Other Noteworthy Theories and Approaches

While realism, liberalism, and constructivism dominate IR discourse, several alternative theories
enrich the analytical toolkit available to scholars.

Marxism and Critical Theories

Marxist theories view international relations through the prism of economic exploitation and class
struggle, emphasizing how capitalist systems perpetuate inequality at the global scale. Critical
theories seek to unveil power structures, often advocating for transformative change rather than
mere description.

Feminist Theory

Feminist approaches question traditional IR perspectives that often marginalize gender dynamics.
By highlighting how international politics affect men and women differently, feminist theory
critiques power imbalances and promotes inclusivity in global policymaking.

English School

The English School blends realist and liberal elements, conceptualizing international relations as a
'society of states' bound by shared norms and rules, balancing order and justice in an anarchic
system.



Approaches to Studying International Relations

Beyond theoretical frameworks, IR scholarship employs various methodological approaches to
analyze global affairs.

Behavioralism

Behavioralism focuses on empirical data and observable behavior of international actors, often using
quantitative methods to identify patterns and predict outcomes.

Post-Structuralism

Post-structuralist approaches deconstruct dominant narratives and language in IR, emphasizing the
role of discourse and power in shaping realities.

Comparative and Historical Methods

These approaches analyze state behavior and international events across time and regions to
identify enduring patterns or unique deviations.

Integrating Theories for a Holistic Understanding

No single theory can comprehensively explain all facets of international relations. Scholars and
practitioners often adopt a pluralistic approach, combining insights from multiple theories to better
assess contemporary issues such as cybersecurity threats, climate change diplomacy, and global
health crises. For instance, understanding the geopolitical tensions in the South China Sea may
require realist analysis of power competition, liberal evaluation of international law, and
constructivist attention to regional identities.

Implications for Policy and Global Governance

International relations theories not only inform academic discourse but also shape practical
policymaking. Realist perspectives may drive defense and security strategies, while liberal ideals
underpin efforts in multilateral cooperation and institution-building. Constructivist insights
encourage diplomatic engagement that respects cultural contexts and normative shifts. Recognizing
these theoretical underpinnings enables diplomats and international organizations to craft more
nuanced and effective responses to global challenges.

As the international system continues to transform with emerging powers, technological
advancements, and shifting alliances, the relevance of understanding international relations theories



and approaches becomes increasingly pronounced. These frameworks offer vital tools to decode the
complexities of global interactions and anticipate future trends in world politics.

Introduction To International Relations Theories And
Approaches

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: Introduction to
International Relations Georg Sgrensen, Jorgen Mgller, Robert H. Jackson, 2022 What are the
challenges facing international cooperation to mitigate climate change? Was US foreign policy under
President Trump all that different from his predecessors? Are we witnessing world order or world
chaos? With an emphasis on theoretical approaches and their application to the real world, this book
is the definitive guide to answering such key questions in international relations. Throughout the
text, the authors encourage you to engage critically with essential theories by highlighting their
strengths, weaknesses, and the major points of contention, helping you to understand how
contemporary debates in the discipline are connection with each other, and how they are shaping
the world in which we live. New to this edition: A new three-part structure brings into clearer focus
how theories meet real-world developments, A new final chapter on 'world order' provides a current
analysis of international turbulence, encouraging you to connect theory to your own lived
experience, Chapter 11 now includes a detailed discussion of climate change and how we can
spotlight the environment in international relations through 'Green Theory' approaches, Thoroughly
refreshed and updated further reading recommendations support you in finding diverse and current
scholarship to enhance your learning Book jacket.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: Introduction to
International Relations Robert H. Jackson, 2013

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: International Relations
Theory Oliver Daddow, 2009-03-19 SAGE Course Companions provide students with an insider's
guide into how to make the most of their undergraduate courses and extend their understanding of
the key concepts covered. Ideal for anyone new to the study of international relations or looking for
a refresher, this Course Companion includes a comprehensive introduction to the competing
theories at the heart of the discipline as well as hints and tips on how to apply them when tackling
coursework or examinations. Written in a straightforward and clear style, it is designed to augment,
rather than replace, existing textbooks for the course and provides: o pointers to success in course
exams and written assessment exercises; o easy access to the key theories in international relations;
o guidance on the essential study skills required to pass the course; o help with developing critical
thinking; o 'taking it further' sections that suggest how readers can extend their thinking beyond the
received wisdom.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: Introduction to
International Relations Robert H. Jackson, Robert Jackson, Georg Sgrensen, 1999 The end of the
cold war has provoked an explosive increase in theories, concepts, and debates in the discipline of
international relations. There is growing confusion as to what are the important issues and what are
the best ways of approaching them. This highly successful textbook provides a systematic
introduction to the principle theories in international relations. It combines incisive and original
analysis with a clear and accessible writing style, making it the ideal textbook for all students taking
an introductory course in international relations or international relations theory. The book focuses
on the main theoretical traditions - Realism, Liberalism, International Society, and theories of
international political economy. The third edition includes two new chapters on Social
Constructivism and foreign policy. Emphasis is placed on the relationship between IR theory
(academic knowledge of IR) and IR practice (real world events and activities of world politics). The
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authors carefully explain how particular theories organize and sharpen our view of the world.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: International Relations:
The Basics ,

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: Introduction to
International Relations Joseph Grieco, G. John Ikenberry, Michael Mastanduno, 2022-03-24 This
bestselling introductory textbook provides a truly comprehensive and approachable guide to
international affairs. Bringing together decades of combined experience in researching and teaching
global politics from three acclaimed scholars, this book introduces you to the key concepts in
international relations while equipping you with the tools to successfully analyse the rapidly
changing world in which we live. Carefully and pedagogically structured, the book is driven by
nuanced enduring questions to support active engagement with the subject matter. It covers
everything from war and its causes to the pursuit of peace, the role of non-state actors on the world
stage and transnational concerns such as climate change. Thought-provoking boxed features
throughout highlight disparities between theory and practice, provide overviews of key research and
make use of the influential levels-of-analysis framework. This third edition is completely updated
throughout, including extensive coverage of the latest advances in international relations
scholarship and supported by a wealth of contemporary case examples. The text is supported by a
rich companion website with study guides, instructor resources and interactive exercises to allow
you to consider complicated political decisions for yourself. Introduction to International Relations is
the ultimate companion for undergraduate students of politics and international relations in need of
an exciting and rigorous introduction to the subject.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: International Relations
Theory Knud Erik Jergensen, 2017-09-30 This is a major new edition of a highly-regarded textbook
on International Relations theory which combines deep analysis into the diversity of thought within
the major scholarly traditions and the guidance for students on doing their own theorising. Knud
Erik Jorgensen analyses the nuances of the main contending theories and approaches, their
philosophical underpinnings, and explains their use and relevance to different research agendas.
This is all placed within the context of cross-cutting coverage of key current issues and debates; of
the philosophical foundations of IR theory; and of why different theories are addressed to different
research agendas. All chapters have been fully revised and updated, and a new chapter on the
Human-Nature tradition has been included to reflect the changes within the field. This text is the
most up-to-date and informative text on International Relations theory, and is an essential
companion for all International Relations students.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: Understanding
International Relations Chris Brown, 2019-01-10 The fifth edition of this bestselling textbook offers a
comprehensive and engaging introduction to International relations and has been fully updated to
cover the dramatic changes in recent world politics. Written in the author's unique and engaging
style, the text explores everything from foreign policy and security to global governance and the
global economy, to show how the theories and concepts Brown outlines are the only way to make
sense of contemporary issues and events. With reference to such diverse events as Brexit, the
Russian armed conflict in Ukraine, the financial crisis, the rise of China, and the challenges of
identity politics, the author expertly shows how the range of theories presented in the book allow for
an understanding of the destabilising events and developments that characterise global politics
today, and will continue to do so in the future. This text remains the definitive guide to
understanding international relations, and is suitable for undergraduate and postgraduate students
of international relations at any stage of their studies. New to this Edition: - Thoroughly updated to
showcase the breadth of the latest research and key thinkers in international relations theory. -
Entirely rewritten chapter on the development of human rights and international criminal law. -
Brand new chapter that offers a sophisticated and up-to-date analysis of the current state of world
politics.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: Introduction to



International Relations and Global Politics Sorensen,

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: Religious NGOs in
International Relations Karsten Lehmann, 2016-01-29 Over the last 30 years, non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) have become increasingly present in international discourses and active in
international decision-making. Among the estimated several million NGOs in existence today, an
increasingly visible number of organizations are defining themselves in religious terms - referring to
themselves as religious, spiritual, or faith-based NGOs. This book documents the initial encounters
between the particularly international segment of those organizations and the UN while at the same
time covering the Protestant and Catholic spectrum that dominated the early years of their activities
in the UN-context. This book focuses on the construction of the human rights discourse inside two
religiously affiliated organizations: The Commissions of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA)
and Pax Romana (IMCS / ICMICA). These organizations have been formally accredited as NGOs by
the UN, label themselves as religious, and look back upon a long and intense cooperation with the
UN. Lehmann presents material from the archives of those two organizations that has so far rarely
been used for academic analysis. In doing so, as well as documenting the encounters between those
organizations and the UN, and looking at the Protestant and Catholic spectrum, the book provides
new insights into the very construction of the notions of ‘the religious’ and the ‘secular’ inside those
organizations. This work will be of great interest to all students of religion and international
relations, and will also be of interest to those studying related subjects such as global institutions,
comparative politics and international politics.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: The Kurds and US
Foreign Policy Marianna Charountaki, 2010-10-18 This book provides a detailed survey and
analysis of US-Kurdish relations and their interaction with domestic, regional and global politics.
Using the Kurdish issue to explore the nature of the engagement between international powers and
weaker non-state entities, the author analyses the existence of an interactive US relationship with
the Kurds of Iraq. Drawing on governmental archives and interviews with political figures both in
Northern Iraq and the United States, the author places the case study within a broader International
Relations context. The conceptual framework centres on the inter-relations between actors (both
state and non-state) and structures of material and ideational kinds, while the detailed survey and
analysis of US-Kurdish relations, in their interaction with domestic, regional and global politics,
forms the empirical core of the study. Stressing the intertwining of domestic and foreign policy as
part of the same set of dynamics, the case study explains the emergence of the interactive and
institutionalized US relationship with the Kurds of Iraq that has brought about the formation, within
an Iraqgi framework, of an undeclared US official Kurdish policy in the post-Saddam era. Filling a gap
in the literature on US-Kurdish relations as well as the broader topic of International Relations, this
book will be of great interest to those in the areas of International Relations, Middle Eastern and
Kurdish Politics.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: Critical Methods in
Political and Cultural Economy Johnna Montgomerie, 2017-04-28 Critical Methods in Political and
Cultural Economy offers students and scholars the first methods book for the critical school of
International Political Economy (IPE). What does it mean to ‘do’ critical research? How do we write
about the evidence we present? This volume explores our shared critical ethic to demonstrate how
methods are transformative and reimagines research strategies as both an embodied practice and a
social process. By presenting methodologically informed ways of researching, enriched by real-life
accounts from academics doing empirical research, the volume seeks to forge a new collaborative
path that builds a critical ethic and modes of inquiry within International Political Economy.
Substantive chapters advance the pluralism of the critical school of cultural political economy and
seek to articulate its nascent research ethic. Short autobiographical vignettes articulate the
professional journeys of contributors who ‘do’ critical political economy. There is practical advice on
how to develop evidence from an iterative reflexive research strategy. Using this innovative format
offers a guide to methods in critical political economy by engaging directly with the people doing




research, not only as technical practice but also as lived experience. The combination of research
and practice presented throughout the book offers an extensive and authoritative framework for
evaluating how methods are part of critical research and will be essential reading for all students
and scholars of IPE.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: Explaining Foreign Policy
in Post-Colonial Africa Stephen M. Magu, 2021-01-02 This book explores foreign policy
developments in post-colonial Africa. A continental foreign policy is a tenuous proposition, yet new
African states emerged out of armed resistance and advocacy from regional allies such as the
Bandung Conference and the League of Arab States. Ghana was the first Sub-Saharan African
country to gain independence in 1957. Fourteen more countries gained independence in 1960 alone,
and by May 1963, when the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) was formed, 30 countries were
independent. An early OAU committee was the African Liberation Committee (ALC), tasked to work
in the Frontline States (FLS) to support independence in Southern Africa. Pan-Africanists, in alliance
with Brazzaville, Casablanca and Monrovia groups, approached continental unity differently, and
regionalism continued to be a major feature. Africa’s challenges were often magnified by the
capitalist-democratic versus communist-socialist bloc rivalry, but through Africa’s use and
leveraging of IGOs - the UN, UNDP, UNECA, GATT, NIEO and others - to advance development, the
formation of the African Economic Community, OAU’s evolution into the AU and other alliances
belied collective actions, even as Africa implemented decisions that required cooperation: uti
possidetis (maintaining colonial borders), containing secession, intra- and inter-state conflicts,
rebellions and building RECs and a united Africa as envisioned by Pan Africanists worked better
collectively.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: India's Foreign Policy
Harsh V. Pant, 2019-03-21 This volume brings together cutting-edge research in the field of Indian
foreign policy both at the theoretical and empirical level.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: Special Features of the
UN Model Convention Anna Binder, Viktoria Wohrer, 2019-10-01 Detailed research on the UN
Model Convention’s unique features The UN Model Convention has a significant influence on
international tax treaty practice and is especially used by emerging and developing countries as a
starting point for treaty negotiations. Driven by the aim to achieve consistency in the international
tax treaty practice, the structure and content is, to a large extent, similar in the UN Model and the
OECD Model. However, whereas the OECD has historically focused its efforts on issues mainly
relevant for developed countries, the UN Tax Committee has continuously attempted to specifically
take into account tax treaty policies for developing countries when drafting and amending the UN
Model Convention. Compared to the OECD Model Convention, the UN Model Convention aims at
giving more weight to the source principle. Popular examples are the PE definition in the UN Model
which provides for a lower threshold than Article 5 of the OECD Model or Article 12A on Fees for
Technical Services which has been introduced with the latest amendment of the UN Model
Convention 2017 and allows for a withholding tax to be levied on payments to non-residents when
the payer of the fee is a resident of that contracting State irrespective of where the services are
provided. Interestingly, in the discussions of the tax challenges arising from the digitalization of the
economy, the OECD and the G20 are also exploring options to allocate more taxing rights to the
jurisdiction of the customer and/or user, i.e., the ‘market jurisdictions’. As this has traditionally been
the focus of the UN Model Convention, its unique features and developing countries’ practices could
be taken into account when exploring new nexus rules that are not constrained by the physical
presence requirement. This book contains the master’s theses of the full-time LL.M. program
2018-2019 for which ‘Special Features of the UN Model Convention’ has been chosen as the general
topic. With this book, the authors and editors do not aim at discussing each article of the UN Model
Convention but rather focus on the unique features of the UN Model Convention, which are explored
in detail. This is supplemented with an evaluation of the function and relevance of the UN Tax
Committee in the international tax policy discussion and with an analysis of the influences of the



OECD's BEPS project on the UN Model.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: The Politics of
International Law Nicole Scicluna, 2021 The Politics of International Law offers an introduction to
the role of law in contemporary international affairs. Through a case study-driven analysis of topics
such as human rights, the use of force, international environmental law, international trade law,
international criminal justice and the right to self-determination, the book explains the interaction
between law and politics in the world today, demonstrating that one cannot be understood without
the other.The book is divided into two parts. Part I introduces contemporary international law with a
focus on constitutive legal principles such as sovereignty, territorial integrity and the legal equality
of states. Through these introductory chapters, students are encouraged to take a holistic view of
the processes and actors that drive international affairs, and explore the fascinating paradox that
while international law is largely created through political processes, it also constitutes the
environment in which international politics is practiced.Part II builds on the foundations laid in Part
I to analyze contemporary controversies in international law and politics. Chapters focus on a
number of substantive issue areas, including international environmental law, international
economic law, human rights law, self-determination and secession, the law governing the use of
force, and international criminal justice.This book is written to impart on readers a deepened
understanding of both the possibilities and limits of international law as a tool for structuring
relations in the world.Digital Formats and ResourcesAlso available as an e-book with functionality,
navigation features, and links that offer extra learning support

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: An Introduction to
International Relations Richard Devetak, Anthony Burke, Jim George, 2007-11-13 Leading
Australian scholars introduce a range of theories, actors, issues, institutions and processes that
animate international relations today.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: Peace as Liberation
Fatima Wagqi Sajjad, 2023-09-29 This edited volume highlights a type of violence largely overlooked
by peace psychologists; it explores ‘epistemic violence’ which refers to the silencing of the
marginalized, racialized and colonized people in the process of knowledge production. This book
celebrates the voices and the agency of the subalterns, honoring their visions, testimonies and
struggles to push boundaries and create spaces for peace within oppressive environments. “Visions
and Praxis from below” refers to peace visions and struggles of the people who live “below the vital
ability of shaping the world according to their own vision”. It is a challenge to the hegemonic
perspective that ‘credible’ thinking on peace can only be done by the people ‘from above’. This
perspective will add to the understanding of not only peace psychologists, but all those who work
toward social justice.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: Instruments of
Peacemaking 1870-1914 Michael Reynolds, 2021-07-01 This book focuses on Anglo-American
disputes arising out of the civil war in the United States and British interests in the American
continent: the Geneva Arbitration, the Venezuela-Guiana Arbitration and the Bhering Sea
Arbitration. It draws on those cases as model proceedings which laid the foundations and inspiration
for a promotion of international law through the Hague Conferences and by the work of English and
American jurists. It considers the encouragement these cases gave to the promotion of public
international law and how that contributed to the resolution of inter-state disputes.

introduction to international relations theories and approaches: Justice and Morality
Amanda Russell Beattie, 2016-04-22 Bridging the contending theories of natural law and
international relations, this book proposes a 'relational ontology' as the basis for rethinking our
approach to international politics. Amanda Beattie challenges both the conventional interpretation of
natural law as necessarily and intractably theological, and the dominant conception of international
relations as structurally distinct from the ends of human good, in order to recover the centrality of
other-directed agency to the promotion of human development. Offering an important contribution
to the study of international political thought, the book contains a number of challenging and



controversial ideas which should provoke constructive debate within international relations theory,
political theory, and philosophical ethics.
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