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How to Get My Dog to Become a Therapy Dog

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog is a common question among dog
owners who want to share their furry friend’s loving nature with others in
need. Therapy dogs play a special role in providing comfort, support, and
companionship in hospitals, nursing homes, schools, and disaster areas. If
you’'ve ever wondered whether your dog has what it takes to step into this
heartwarming role, you’re not alone. Turning your pet into a certified
therapy dog involves a combination of temperament assessment, training, and
certification. Let’s explore the journey together, so you can confidently
help your dog make a positive impact on people’s lives.

Understanding What It Means to Be a Therapy Dog

Before diving into the steps on how to get my dog to become a therapy dog,
it’s important to clarify what a therapy dog actually is and how it differs
from other working dogs like service dogs or emotional support animals.
Therapy dogs are specially trained to provide affection and comfort to people
in various settings, such as hospitals, schools, or rehabilitation centers.
Unlike service dogs, therapy dogs don’t perform specific tasks for
individuals with disabilities but offer emotional support to many people.
Their primary role is to be social ambassadors, spreading calmness and joy.

Qualities of a Good Therapy Dog

Not every dog is cut out for therapy work. Successful therapy dogs share
certain traits that make interactions safe and pleasant for everyone
involved. Here are some characteristics to look for:

— Friendly and sociable with strangers and other animals

— Calm and gentle temperament

— Comfortable with loud noises, unusual environments, and medical equipment
— Well-behaved on leash and in public settings

— Able to tolerate petting, hugging, and sometimes rough handling without
stress

If your dog naturally exhibits these qualities, you’re already on a promising
path.

Assessing Your Dog’s Temperament and Behavior

How to get my dog to become a therapy dog starts with a thorough evaluation
of their personality and behavior. Therapy work requires a dog who can remain
composed and friendly in unpredictable situations, so temperament testing is
essential.



Initial Behavior Check

Spend time observing your dog around different people, environments, and
noises. Does your dog greet strangers with excitement or fear? Are they
comfortable being touched by new people? Pay attention to any signs of
anxiety, aggression, or excessive shyness. Dogs that are easily stressed or
reactive may not be the best candidates for therapy work.

Professional Ewvaluation

Many organizations that certify therapy dogs offer temperament testing or can
recommend a qualified trainer or behaviorist. These professionals assess how
well your dog handles distractions, new experiences, and physical contact.
Passing a temperament test is often a prerequisite for therapy dog
certification.

Training Your Dog for Therapy Work

Once you’re confident that your dog has the right disposition, training
becomes the next critical phase in how to get my dog to become a therapy dog.
Even well-mannered pets need specific skills to succeed in therapy visits.

Basic Obedience

Your dog should have strong basic obedience skills, including:

— Responding reliably to commands like sit, stay, come, and down
— Walking calmly on a leash without pulling

- Waiting patiently and not Jjumping on people

— Ignoring distractions such as other animals or noises

These foundational behaviors create a safe and controlled environment during
therapy visits.

Socialization and Desensitization

Therapy dogs encounter a wide range of environments and people, from children
to elderly patients, and sometimes in noisy or crowded settings. Gradually
exposing your dog to different stimuli helps build their confidence and
adaptability. For example, take your dog to busy parks, pet-friendly events,
or even hospitals (with permission) to get them accustomed to the sights,
sounds, and smells they’ll experience during therapy work.

Specific Therapy Dog Training

Some organizations provide specialized classes that focus on behaviors unique
to therapy dogs, such as calmly allowing strangers to pet them, remaining
relaxed around medical equipment, and responding appropriately to physical



affection. Participating in these sessions can greatly improve your dog’s
readiness and your own understanding of therapy dog etiquette.

Certification and Registration

After your dog has demonstrated the right temperament and skills, the next
step in how to get my dog to become a therapy dog involves obtaining
certification through a reputable organization. Certification serves as proof
that your dog is well-prepared to safely interact with people in therapeutic
settings.

Choosing the Right Therapy Dog Organization

There are several well-known organizations that offer therapy dog
certification, each with its own requirements and evaluation processes. Some
of the most respected include:

— Therapy Dogs International (TDI)
— Pet Partners

— Alliance of Therapy Dogs

— Bright & Beautiful Therapy Dogs

Research which organization aligns best with your goals and location, as some
may have specific rules about where therapy dogs can visit.

Certification Process

Typically, certification involves:

- Completing an application

- Passing a behavioral and temperament evaluation with your dog
- Providing proof of vaccinations and health checks

— Attending a handler orientation or training session

- Carrying liability insurance (sometimes required)

Once certified, you’ll receive identification for your dog, such as a vest or
ID card, which helps signal your dog’s role to facility staff and the public.

Finding Therapy Dog Opportunities

With certification in hand, you and your dog are ready to start making a
difference. How to get my dog to become a therapy dog doesn’t end with
training and paperwork; actual visits are where the real magic happens.

Connecting with Facilities

Reach out to hospitals, nursing homes, schools, libraries, and community
centers to inquire about therapy dog visitation programs. Some organizations



have established partnerships with therapy dog groups, while others may
welcome new volunteers. Be prepared to discuss your dog’s certification and
the benefits therapy animals can offer to their clients or students.

Volunteering and Scheduling Visits

Therapy dog work is wvoluntary but rewarding. You can schedule regular visits
or participate in special events. Remember to pace your dog and watch for
signs of fatigue or stress during visits. Keep sessions enjoyable and
positive for both your dog and the people you’re visiting.

Maintaining Your Therapy Dog’s Skills and Well-
Being

How to get my dog to become a therapy dog is just the beginning of a lifelong
commitment to training, care, and emotional support. To ensure your dog
remains effective and happy in their role, ongoing effort is essential.

Regular Training Refreshers

Continuously practicing obedience and therapy-specific skills helps maintain
your dog’s good manners and confidence. Consider periodic evaluations or
refresher courses offered by therapy dog organizations.

Health and Grooming

Therapy dogs need to be in excellent health to safely visit vulnerable
populations. Keep vaccinations up to date, schedule regular vet check-ups,
and maintain good grooming habits to present a clean, well-kept dog during
visits.

Monitoring Emotional Well-Being

Not all dogs enjoy therapy work equally. Some may find it stressful over
time, so it’s important to monitor your dog’s mood and behavior. If your dog
shows signs of discomfort or fatigue, it’s okay to take breaks or reconsider
the frequency of visits.

Discovering how to get my dog to become a therapy dog opens up a rewarding
path not just for your pet, but for many people who benefit from the
unconditional love and comfort dogs provide. With patience, dedication, and
the right approach, your dog can become a cherished companion in healing and
happiness for countless individuals.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements for a dog to become a
therapy dog-?

To become a therapy dog, your dog should have a calm and friendly
temperament, be well-socialized, and have basic obedience training. They
should be comfortable around strangers, other animals, and various
environments.

How can I start training my dog to become a therapy
dog?

Start by teaching your dog basic commands like sit, stay, and come. Socialize
your dog in different environments and expose them to various people and

situations. Enroll in a therapy dog training program or work with a
professional trainer to focus on specific therapy dog skills.

What certification or evaluation is needed for a
therapy dog-?

Most therapy dog organizations require your dog to pass an evaluation or
certification test that assesses temperament, obedience, and behavior in
public settings. You can register with organizations like Therapy Dogs
International or Pet Partners to obtain certification.

Can any dog breed become a therapy dog-?

While many breeds can become therapy dogs, those with a gentle and calm
nature are often preferred. Breeds like Golden Retrievers, Labradors, and
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels are popular choices, but mixed breeds and
other breeds can also qualify if they meet temperament and behavior
standards.

What are the benefits of having my dog become a
therapy dog?

Becoming a therapy dog can provide your dog with mental stimulation and
social interaction. It also allows you both to contribute positively to the
community by providing comfort and support to people in hospitals, nursing
homes, schools, and other settings.

Additional Resources

How to Get My Dog to Become a Therapy Dog: A
Professional Guide

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog is a question many dog owners with
a passion for community service and animal-assisted therapy seek to answer.



Therapy dogs play a vital role in providing comfort, emotional support, and
companionship to people in hospitals, nursing homes, schools, and disaster
areas. However, the journey from having a loving pet to nurturing a well-
trained therapy dog involves careful assessment, specialized training, and
formal certification. This article investigates the essential steps and
considerations involved in transforming your dog into a certified therapy
dog, highlighting the skills required, training protocols, and the
responsibilities that come with this important role.

Understanding the Role of a Therapy Dog

Before delving into how to get my dog to become a therapy dog, it is crucial
to differentiate therapy dogs from other working dogs such as service dogs or
emotional support animals. Therapy dogs are trained to provide psychological
or physiological therapy to individuals other than their handlers. They are
typically brought into institutional settings to improve the well-being of
patients, students, or elderly individuals through interaction and
companionship.

Unlike service dogs, therapy dogs do not perform tasks for a single person
with disabilities, nor do they have the same legal protections under the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Emotional support animals, on the
other hand, provide comfort to their owners but are not necessarily trained
to interact with the public in a structured therapeutic capacity.
Understanding these distinctions clarifies the specific training and
certification pathways needed for therapy dogs.

Assessing Your Dog’s Suitability for Therapy
Work

Temperament and Behavior Evaluation

Not every dog is cut out to be a therapy dog. The first step in the process
involves evaluating your dog’s temperament and behavior. Therapy dogs need to
possess a calm, friendly, and sociable demeanor. They must be comfortable
around strangers, other animals, and unfamiliar environments. Nervousness,
aggression, excessive shyness, or hyperactivity are traits generally
unsuitable for therapy work.

Professional organizations that certify therapy dogs often conduct
temperament tests to assess qualities such as:

e Social comfort with people of all ages

Ability to remain calm under stress

Friendliness toward other animals

Adaptability to new environments

Obedience and responsiveness to commands



If your dog passes these initial behavioral assessments, it’s a promising
step toward certification.

Age and Health Considerations

Most therapy dog programs require dogs to be at least one to two years old to
ensure maturity and stability in behavior. Additionally, your dog must be in

good physical health, up-to-date on vaccinations, and free from parasites or

illnesses. Regular veterinary check-ups are essential to maintain your dog’s

health and ensure suitability for the rigors of therapy visits.

Training Your Dog for Therapy Work

Basic Obedience and Socialization

The foundation of therapy dog training lies in solid obedience skills. Before
advancing to therapy-specific tasks, your dog should reliably respond to
basic commands such as sit, stay, come, heel, and down. These commands ensure
that your dog can be managed safely in public settings.

Socialization is equally important. Exposure to various environments, sounds,
surfaces, and people helps your dog adapt confidently to the diverse
scenarios encountered during therapy visits. A well-socialized dog is less
likely to be startled or stressed when faced with hospital equipment, loud
noises, or wheelchairs.

Specialized Therapy Dog Training

Once basic obedience is established, therapy dog training focuses on
behaviors suited to therapeutic interactions. Training modules may include:

Gentle greeting techniques with patients
e Remaining calm during petting or handling

e Ignoring distractions such as sudden noises or movements

Walking politely on a loose leash in crowded spaces

Comforting individuals without jumping or excessive excitement

Some organizations offer formal therapy dog training classes or workshops
that cover these specialized skills. Consistent practice and positive
reinforcement are key to success.



Certification and Registration

Choosing a Therapy Dog Organization

To legally and credibly work as a therapy dog, certification or registration
with a recognized therapy dog organization is necessary. These organizations
set standards for training, conduct evaluations, and provide identification
materials such as vests or badges indicating your dog’s therapy status.

Popular organizations in the United States include:

e Pet Partners

Therapy Dogs International (TDI)

Alliance of Therapy Dogs

Delta Society

Each organization has its own requirements for testing, fees, and paperwork.
Research and select the group that best aligns with your goals and geographic
location.

The Evaluation Process

The certification process typically involves:

1. Submitting an application and health records

2. Passing a temperament and obedience test administered by certified
evaluators

3. Demonstrating appropriate behavior in simulated therapy environments
4. Completing handler education and training modules

5. Receiving registration and certification upon successful completion

This rigorous screening ensures that only dogs well-suited for therapy work
are placed in settings where safety and professionalism are paramount.

Maintaining Your Dog’s Therapy Status



Ongoing Training and Evaluation

Certification is not a one-time event. Therapy dogs and their handlers must
undergo periodic re—evaluation to maintain their status. This process ensures
that the dog continues to meet behavioral standards and remains physically
healthy. Regular training refreshers and socialization activities help
sustain your dog’s skills and confidence.

Understanding the Commitment

Therapy dog work requires a significant commitment from both the handler and
the dog. Visits to hospitals, schools, or nursing homes can be emotionally
and physically taxing. Handlers must be vigilant in monitoring their dog’s
stress levels and well-being to prevent burnout or negative experiences.

Moreover, therapy dog visits often involve strict protocols regarding
hygiene, client interaction, and confidentiality. Familiarizing yourself with
these rules is essential for professionalism and success in therapy work.

Benefits and Challenges of Therapy Dog Work

Therapy dogs provide immense benefits to the communities they serve,
including reducing anxiety, improving mood, and offering companionship to
isolated individuals. For the dog owner, the experience can be rewarding and
deepen the human-animal bond.

However, challenges include managing unpredictable environments, maintaining
consistent training standards, and balancing therapy work with the dog’s
personal needs. Understanding both the rewards and responsibilities helps
prospective handlers prepare realistically.

Final Thoughts on How to Get My Dog to Become a
Therapy Dog

The pathway to transforming your pet into a therapy dog involves careful
evaluation, comprehensive training, and adherence to certification standards.
By approaching this process with professionalism and patience, handlers can
successfully prepare their dogs to offer invaluable comfort and support to
those in need. Whether visiting hospitals, schools, or other care facilities,
therapy dogs play a unique role in enhancing human well-being, making the
journey to certification a meaningful endeavor for dedicated dog owners.

How To Get My Dog To Become A Therapy Dog

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: Therapy Dogs Kathy Diamond Davis, 2002-09
Are you looking for a new and meaningful way to work with your dog? Do you want to improve the
lives of those who would benefit from visits with a volunteer canine therapist? Then think about


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-188/how-to-get-my-dog-to-become-a-therapy-dog.pdf

becoming a Therapy Dog team. The 2nd edition gives you all the information you need to select,
socialize and train your dog for this important and rewarding work. Learn about certification,
liability, and getting started. Includes a complete course outline for teaching therapy dog classes!

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: How to Listen to Your Dog Carlotta Cooper,
2015-02-03 This book will teach you the reasoning behind so many of the common problems dog
owners experience and how you can prevent these troubles. We've interviewed dozens of trainers
who all stressed the importance of establishing two-way communication to ensure a pleasant and
stress-free relationship between you and your dog. This book also has information from dog owners
who have overcome problem behavior by understanding what their dogs wanted and working with
their pet to remedy the problem. How to Listen to Your Dog will provide you with everything you
need to know to learn what your dog is trying to tell you and ways to establish a close, healthy bond
with man's best friend.--BACK COVER.

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: Lucky's Way Brenda Boemer-Groenestege, Part
memoir, part dog-training guide, Lucky’s Way offers practical, straightforward advice for training
dogs alongside stories from the author’s life and the many dogs who have been part of it. With
humour and candour, Brenda Boemer-Groenestege provides down-to-earth guidelines on everything
from choosing the right dog to obedience and therapy training, providing readers the resources to
train a well-behaved pet or even a therapy dog and get results quickly. The stories and advice in
Lucky’s Way are forthright, honest, and at times humorously irreverent, ranging from descriptions of
ideal service dog attributes to personal anecdotes to descriptions of the author’s current giant-breed
dog therapy team, accompanied by family pictures. Dog owners owe it to their dogs to be the
incredible people their dogs think they are; Lucky’s Way shows readers how to make every day a
happy, memorable time with their (mostly) well-behaved best friends.

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: How To Pick a Puppy Vanessa Holburn,
2020-11-05 From animal welfare campaigner Vanessa Holburn and with a foreword by dog lover and
presenter of 'A Place in the Sun' Danni Menzies, this book has everything you need to know to help
you pick the perfect pooch for your home and lifestyle. How To Pick a Puppy is the essential
handbook to finding a 'furever' dog and ensuring that you have many happy and healthy years
together. It contains practical advice on how to research the types and breeds of dog available. It
considers the pros and cons of puppies, senior, pedigree and rescue dogs, and explains why one
might suit an individual more than another. The book equips the reader with all the right questions
they need to ask before they choose a dog and shows them how to find a responsible breeder or
rescue centre. It teaches how to avoid the pitfalls of getting the wrong dog from the wrong place,
and shows you how to spot and avoid a puppy farmer. It also explains the legal responsibilities of
dog ownership and covers the range of hobbies and activities owners and dogs can enjoy together.
At each stage of the book, Vanessa's advice is complemented by comment from canine experts such
as trainers, behaviourists, breeders and those involved in rescue. Happy dog owners and foster
carers also add their experience. In the final section the book guides you through the settling in
period, discussing early training, socialisation and vet care, so your first month together can be as
smooth as possible.

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: Handbook on Animal-Assisted Therapy Aubrey
H Fine, 2019-06-27 Handbook on Animal-Assisted Therapy: Foundations and Guidelines for
Animal-Assisted Interventions, Fifth Edition highlights advances in the field, with seven new
chapters and revisions to over 75% of the material. This book will help therapists discover the
benefits of incorporating animal assisted therapy into their practice, how to design and implement
animal assisted interventions, and the efficacy of animal assisted therapy with different disorders
and patient populations. Coverage includes the use of AAT with children, families and the elderly, in
counseling and psychotherapy settings, and for treating a variety of specific disorders. - Contains
seven new chapters in addition to 75% new or revised material - Includes guidelines and best
practices for using animals as therapeutic companions - Addresses specific types of patients and
environmental situations - Includes AAI working with cats, dogs, birds, and horses - Discusses why




animals are used in therapy, as well as how

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: The Canine-Campus Connection Mary
Renck Jalongo, 2021-05-15 A primary mission of universities is promoting student success and
well-being. Many college and university personnel have implemented initiatives that offer students
the documented benefits of positive human-animal interaction (HAI). Accumulating evidence
suggests that assistance dogs, therapy dogs, and shelter dogs can support student wellness and
learning. The best programs balance the welfare of humans and canines while assessing students’
needs and complying with all laws and regulations. Contributors to this edited volume have drawn
upon research across many disciplines as well as their extensive practical experiences to produce a
timely and valuable resource—for administrators and students. Whether readers are just getting
started or striving to improve well-established programs, The Canine-Campus Connection provides
authoritative, evidence-based guidance on bringing college students and canines together in
reciprocally beneficial ways. Part one examines the interactions between postsecondary students
and canines by reviewing the literature on the human-canine bond. It establishes what necessarily
must be the top priority in canine-assisted activities and therapy: the health and safety of both. Part
two highlights four major categories of dogs that students are likely to interact with on and off
campus: service dogs, emotional support animals (ESAs), therapy dogs, and homeless dogs. Part
three emphasizes ways in which dogs can influence student learning during classes and across
aspects of their professional development. Part four considers future directions. Authors take the
stance that enriching and enlarging interactions between college students and canines will require
university personnel who plan and evaluate events, projects, and programs. The book concludes with
the recommendation that colleges and universities move toward more dog-friendly campus cultures.

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: The Complete Guide to Dogs , Get The
Definitive Dog Ownership Guide. Whether you own a Dog, or are considering it, existing owners
agree that this is the must have owner's manual. Dogs are extremely rewarding companions that
develop loyal bonds with their owners. The breed dates back years, and to this day they are most
well-known for their unwavering protective nature and ability to serve as loyal companions. This
comprehensive owners guide provides you with the most critical information, resources, and training
strategies needed to successfully raise and care for your Dog. From choosing the right puppy, to
caring for your Dog, the information within this guide will serve as your go to resource for years to
come. Highlights from the The Complete Guide to Dogs: ¢ The Right and Wrong Reasons for Buying
a Dog ¢ Breed Overview and Ownership Expectations * How the Dog Adoption Process Really Works
* All About Dog Puppies ¢ Preparing Your Home for a Dog * How to Keep Your Dog Healthy, Safe,
and Happy * Common Health Problems ¢ Caring for Dog Health Issues * Exercise & Activity
Expectations ¢ Showing Your Dog ¢ Training for Guard Dogs, Therapy Dogs, Herding Dogs, & More
» The Aging Process and Life Expectations * Hundreds of Tips and Answers to Frequently Asked
Questions As with all dog breeds, there are many advantages and disadvantages to owning a Dog.
From the day you bring home your new puppy, or adopt, you will be bombarded with questions and
concerns. It is critical that you have all of the required proper care information available, at any
time, so that you do not make any costly errors or put your new best friend into danger. The
importance of proper training and care, from the start, cannot be understated. The worst problems
in Dog ownership almost always start early. Be pro-active, learn everything there is to know about
Dog ownership, and get started on the right track. Ultimately, this guide will prepare you for the
vast array of purchasing, adoption, training, healthcare, and expectation-related information that
will confront you at one time or another. This complete manual includes photographs, and nearly a
dozen chapters full of useful information for your Dog. Additionally, the manual includes a very
helpful table of contents so that you can easily and accurately find the important information you are
looking for in an instant. The complete manual is designed to help first-time dog owners and
experienced individuals alike, with ease and clarity. Purchase the The Complete Guide to Dogs today
and save yourself from costly mistakes that could create financial disasters, poor long-term
behaviour, and increased stress in both you and your dog's living environment. A well-prepared Dog



owner makes for a happy, and healthy dog. Act now and purchase All About Dogs. With our No
Quibble, Money Back Guarantee really have nothing to lose but everything to gain. A loving, caring,
more rewarding relationship with your chosen friend. Take care of yourself and your Dog Marie

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: The Business of Dog Training Susan Bulanda,
2024-08-22 Yes, you can build a thriving career as a dog trainer — and dog training expert Susan
Bulanda will show you how step-by-step! Whether you're passionate about dogs and eager to turn
your love for canine companionship into a rewarding profession, or an experienced trainer looking to
elevate your business in new and exciting ways, this comprehensive guide has you covered. Inside,
you'll discover: ¢ step-by-step start-up strategies ¢ effective marketing techniques ¢ essential
business skills ¢ client management and communication ¢ advanced canine training insights ¢ legal
and financial know-how Written by expert dog trainer and educator Susan Bulanda, The Business of
Dog Training combines industry knowledge and experience with actionable advice, making it an
indispensable resource for anyone looking to turn a passion for dogs into a prosperous career. Yes,
you can pawsitively make a real impact in the lives of dogs and their owners. It’s easier — and more
fulfilling — than you think! Your dream career starts here . . . Fetch it! CHAPTERS Introduction Why
Be A Dog Trainer? Overview of What You Need to Know Your Business Plan Your Protection Dog
Trainers Insurance Contracts Your Services Fees Business License Business Name Promoting
Yourself Bookmarks and Business Cards Business Phone Web Site Blog Site Presentations Articles
Veterinarian Clinics/Hospitals Newspapers and the Yellow Pages Brochures Referral Groups
Networking Fairs, Craft Shows and Carnivals The Type of Basic Obedience Classes You Offer
Training Facility Taxes Equipment Getting a Helper Client Records What kind of trainer do you want
to be? Specializations Where to Learn the Techniques and Why Books Clubs Mentors Seminar
Videos & Webinars, Podcast Self-Taught Techniques to Teach the Owners Do’s and Don’ts Handouts
for Clients Handout of “Don’ts” Keep Up with The Latest Research and Information Analyzing
Reports and Information Dogs Breed Trends Medical Issues Sports Food & Treats Toys
Certifications and Organizations Organizations Certifications Multi-species Other Services to Offer
Clients Counseling Owners General Counseling Grief Counseling Selecting and Finding the Right
Dog Step One: Determine which breed or type of dog is best for you. Step Two: Get the Names of
Breeders. Step Three: Call the people who own puppies from their last litter. Step Four: Visit the
breeder, see the dogs. Step Five: Call the breed club and ask about the breeder you like. Step Six:
Wait for your puppy! The Children(s) Role in Selecting a Dog/Puppy Medical Decisions Evaluating
Litters Evaluating Adult Dogs Doggie Day Care Boarding Kennel Pet Sitting Dog Walking Referrals
Beyond Being A Dog Trainer Animal Shelters and Rescue Groups Therapy Dogs Canine Good Citizen
and Therapy Dog Evaluator Managing Your Time New Dog Trainers A Bad Referral Readings and
Resources Resources Videos/DVD/Books AUTHOR BIO Susan Bulanda is a Certified Animal Behavior
Consultant in practice since 1961 and has been a search-and-rescue dog trainer and handler since
1981. She is the Head trainer of the Phoenixville Fire Department K9 Search & Rescue Unit. Learn
more at www.sbulanda.com.

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: Teach Your Dog to Read Bonnie Bergin, Ed.D.,
Sharon Hogan, 2006-05-09 One of the world’s leading dog trainers shows how to increase your dog’s
IQ while deepening the bond you share. Dr. Bonnie Bergin originated the service dog concept and
movement, and she has been training dogs to assist people with disabilities for more than thirty
years. She knows that dogs have an almost limitless capacity to learn. Teaching dogs to read was
one of her dreams—and now she has made that dream a reality with a system anyone can use with
just about any dog. In this clear, inspirational guide, she provides step-by-step instructions for
training the dog in your life to read flash cards with one-word commands and stick-figure drawings.
With more than fifty instructional photographs, Teach Your Dog to Read is an amazing tool for
making your dog smarter and enhancing your capacity to communicate with each other.

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: The Complete Guide to Miniature
Australian Shepherds Kearsten Williams, 2019-11-17 The Miniature Australian Shepherd has
taken the world by storm, but what makes this breed so fascinating? Written by Miniature Australian



Shepherd owner and enthusiast Kearsten Williams, this book will give you actionable advice and
unique insights into this lovable breed. Whether you are trying to decide on what breed to buy, have
just purchased a puppy, or already own one or more Miniature Australian Shepherds, this book will
answer every question you have about being a Mini Aussie owner. Gain knowledge about the breed’s
history, traits, affinities, and special flair. What makes this dog breed so versatile? Is a Mini Aussie
the right breed for you and your family? The Complete Guide to Miniature Australian Shepherds
witll answer every question you have, such as: Is a Mini Aussie the right breed for me and my
family? I brought my Mini Aussie home. What now? How can I successfully train my Mini Aussie?
What are some common mistakes should I avoid? Chapters Topics include: Miniature Australian
Shepherd Facts Choosing a Miniature Australian Shepherd Preparing Your Home for a Mini
Australian Shepherd Bringing Your Miniature Australian Shepherd Home Being a Puppy Parent
Housetraining Food & Nutrition Grooming Your Mini Aussie Physical & Mental Health Routine
Veterinary Checkups & Health Socializing with People & Animals Training Your Miniature Aussie
Teaching Commands Giving Your Miniature Australian Shepherd a Job Advanced Mini Aussie Health
& Aging Care This book will guide you through the life of a Mini Aussie, from puppyhood to aging
adult. Learn how to keep your dog healthy, understand common medical illnesses, and discover how
to choose the correct veterinarian. The Complete Guide to Miniature Australian Shepherds will give
you tips, tricks, and the tools you need to make the most out of your experience as a new Mini Aussie
owner!

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: The Complete Guide to Bernese Mountain Dogs
Andrea Brown Berman, 2020-09-22 Bernese Mountain dogs are the second-largest breed of
Sennenhund-type dogs, a group of four breeds developed to assist the herders and dairymen of the
Swiss Alps in their daily lives. Not only did Sennenhund dogs like the Bernese Mountain Dog guard
livestock, but they also protected the homestead and provided herding and drafting services.
Modern-day Bernese are more likely to play the role of devoted companions than farm dogs—a role
they excel at due to their affectionate and docile natures. All four of the Sennenhund breeds are
hardy, good-natured working dogs with striking tricolored coats, but only the Bernese has gained
widespread popularity in the United States. While Bernese Mountain Dogs are generally agreeable
canines, early socialization and training are a must to uncover their true potential. This in-depth
guide to the affable Bernese Mountain Dog will teach you how to make the most of your canine’s
cooperative temperament, and how to avoid problem behaviors before they start. Discover the
answers to crucial questions such as: Is a Bernese Mountain Dog the right dog for me? How do I
select the right puppy or rescue dog for my household? What do I need to do to prepare my home for
a Bernese puppy? Which training methods are most effective for Bernese Mountain Dogs? The
Complete Guide to the Bernese Mountain Dog, by dog trainer and journalist Andrea Berman, is a
comprehensive guidebook that delves into the temperament, health, and history of these sturdy and
adaptable animals. In these pages, pet parents like you will find the tools to handle every stage of
their Bernese Mountain Dog’s life, from the first few days at home to their Berner’s senior years.
Find out everything you need to know about owning a Bernese Mountain Dog, including: The history
of the Bernese Mountain Dog Selecting a reputable Bernese breeder Rescue organizations and
animal shelters Preparing your home for a large dog Common household hazards What to expect the
first few nights Introducing your Berner to new people and pets Tips and tricks for training the
Bernese breed Socializing the adult Bernese Mountain Dog Choosing a professional dog trainer or
training class Diet and nutrition for the Bernese Mountain Dog Grooming requirements for the
Bernese Mountain Dog Health and wellness information for all stages Bernese Mountain Dogs are
robust and intelligent dogs who are extremely devoted to their human companions. Discover all the
facts you need about your noble Bernese Mountain Dog in the pages of this all-encompassing book,
which gives you the information needed to provide a strong foundation and a nurturing environment
for your Berner, both mentally and physically. This remarkable guidebook provides an easy-to-follow
road map for raising a happy, well-adjusted Bernese Mountain Dog!

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: Puppy Brain Kerry Nichols, 2024-04-30 *



NATIONAL BESTSELLER* How do you raise a happy, healthy, and emotionally resilient dog? Full of
actionable guidance, Puppy Brain will show you how to create a harmonious, fulfilling relationship
with your pet, from Kerry Nichols, founder of Nicholberry Goldens. Do you want to learn how to help
your dog feel safe? Do you dream of owning a dog who enjoys meeting new people and exploring
new places? Kerry Nichols, founder of Nicholberry Goldens, brings readers into the whelping box
and onto the frontlines of a puppy’s developmental journey with her trademark clarity and wit. With
guidance about everything from crate training to spaying and neutering, Puppy Brain distills the
latest insights and breakthroughs from canine research into practical, actionable, evidence-based
guidance. Through years of research into brain development and the use of intentional rearing
protocols that focus on honoring a puppy’s choices and needs, Kerry has developed an approach that
results in a harmonious, fulfilling relationship with our dogs rather than one steeped in rote
obedience. Puppy Brain will reshape the way you think about your dog and show you how to meet
your dog’s most basic needs. With irresistible photos, clear guidance, and engaging humor, Puppy
Brain reveals the best training practices based on how your dog’s mind works. As her hundreds of
thousands of followers can attest, Kerry’s guidance will help you raise dogs who are confident,
loving, and happy. The perfect gift for dog lovers and psychology enthusiasts alike, Puppy Brain is
the definitive resource for anyone looking to raise their puppy with respect and love.

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: Your Beagle Puppy Month by Month Terry
Albert, 2017-01-10 Your Beagle Puppy Month by Month, written by a veterinarian, a trainer, and a
breeder team, provides readers with everything they need to know and do at each stage of
development to make sure their playful, energetic puppy grows into a happy, healthy, and
well-adjusted companion. Coverage includes information on what to ask the breeder before bringing
your puppy home, the necessary vaccinations your puppy needs and when to get them, and when a
trip to the vet is needed. Also included: ¢ Instructions on making potty training as smooth (and
quick) as possible. ¢ Discussion on why and how to crate train and what to do when your puppy cries
at night. » Knowing when to teach your puppy is ready to learn basic commands and how to go about
leash training. ¢ Socialization: why it's necessary, when it should happen, and how to make sure it
does. ¢ Exercising and feeding your puppy appropriately to ensure he stays physically and mentally
healthy. * When your puppy is ready for obedience training and how to make sure it works. * How
and how often to bathe your puppy, brush his coat, clip his nails, and brush his teeth. « What causes
problem behaviors, when to expect them, and how to correct them.

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: Animal-Assisted Therapy in Counseling
Cynthia K. Chandler, 2017-02-17 The third edition of Animal-Assisted Therapy in Counseling is the
most comprehensive book available dedicated to training mental health practitioners in the
performance of animal assisted therapy in counseling (AAT-C). New to this edition is discussion of
the human-animal relational theory, a new theory dedicated to the practice of AAT-C. This edition
also has added applications for supervision and includes the most recent research and practice.
Consistent with previous editions, a variety of animal-assisted interventions are described with case
examples provided in a variety of settings with different types of animals. This unique resource is an
indispensable guide for any counselor or psychotherapist looking to develop and implement AAT
techniques in practice.

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: The Everything Boxer Book Karla Spitzer,
2006-03-27 With their lovable personalities and easy-going attitudes, it comes as no surprise that
boxers are such desired pets! Sweet, caring dogs that love their families, boxers make great and
loyal friends. If you already own a boxer, or are looking into getting one, The Everything Boxer Book
is your one-stop handbook for everything you need to know about owning and caring for a boxer.
Written by boxer trainer, breeder, and owner Karla Spitzer, this easy-to-read book contains vital
information about raising a boxer, including: -Preparing and boxer-proofing your home
-Housetraining 101 -Feeding your boxer the right foods -Spotting common health and behavior
disorders-and fixing them -Traveling safely with your boxer -Training and socialization skills that
your boxer will remember for life So whether you need to train a puppy, or teach an older dog some



new tricks, The Everything Boxer Book is your dog’s ticket to a happy and healthy life!

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: Successful Dog Adoption Sue Sternberg,
2008-05-05 Expert guidance in choosing the right dog -the first time Written by a renowned expert
in shelter adoption, Successful Dog Adoption delivers all the information you need to find the perfect
dog at a shelter and make him part of your family. In easy-to-understand language, Sue Sternberg
helps you decide if you're ready to adopt by evaluating your reasons and translating them into what
you should look for in a particular dog. She shows you how to find a reputable shelter, prepare for
the adoption process, and work with shelter personnel to make sure they have appropriately
screened their dogs. You'll also learn about rescue dogs and why one might be right for you. This
practical guide covers all the vital issues you need to consider when adopting-choosing a male or
female, a puppy or an adult; identifying fearful dogs or dogs who will bite; and seeking out a dog
with the ideal temperament. Featured here are detailed tests and observations used by professionals
to ascertain the temperament and compatibility of shelter dogs-now made available to the public for
the first time. You'll discover how to determine risk factors in an unknown dog, gauge a dog's
potential reaction to guests and strangers, and predict the compatibility level when you add another
dog to your household. This book also offers invaluable advice on training your new pet, including
guidance in housebreaking, selecting a training class, and helping a dog who gets carsick or doesn't
like to be home alone. And, if you still experience difficulties with your dog, Sternberg gently
discusses the steps you can take. Authoritative and friendly, Successful Dog Adoption is the one-stop
guide for finding your own superdog-and keeping the dog-owner relationship fresh and rewarding
for years to come.

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: Your Puppy, Your Dog Pat Storer, 1997-01-01
Explains dog behavior and suggests how to develop a rewarding relationship with your dog,
discussing all the steps from selecting the right puppy to showing the dog and getting veterinary
care.

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: Animal-Assisted Brief Therapy Teri Pichot,
2013-05-13 This book provides an overview of Animal-Assisted Activities (AAA) and Animal-Assisted
Therapy (AAT) and demonstrates how they can be incorporated into solution-focused treatment
programs. Pichot, focusing on the use of therapy dogs, starts with a discussion of the basics of AAA/T
and solution-focused therapy, as well as what every practitioner should know about dogs before
partnering with them. Successfully combining all of this into an effective treatment program is
considered next. Pichot draws upon her own experience developing an AAA/T program in the
substance abuse counseling program at a county public health agency to illustrate the effective
implementation of such a program and the struggles and lessons learned in doing so. Using AAA/T
with special populations, cultural considerations, and the impact a therapy dog can have on the
handler. New in this edition are client scenarios that demonstrate the therapist’s thought process
when making clinical decisions about when and how to use a therapy dog. Sample forms and
treatment plans are also provided that professionals can use to modify or structure in their work
with clients. The concepts and information provided in this valuable guide will be helpful for any
therapist regardless of whether he or she is in private practice or working in an agency setting.

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: Your Labrador Retriever Puppy Month by
Month, 2nd Edition Terry Albert, Debra Eldredge DVM, Don Ironside, Barb Ironside, 2016-05-10
Your Labrador Retriever Puppy Month by Month, Second Edition, provides new puppy owners with
everything you need to know and do at each stage of development to make sure your playful,
energetic puppy grows into a happy, healthy, and well-adjusted companion. Expert authors Terry
Albert, vet Deb Eldredge, and breeder Joanne Olivier team up to cover all the questions new owners
tend to have and may not think to ask, including: * What to ask the breeder before bringing your
puppy home. * Which vaccinations your puppy needs and when to get them. * How to make potty
training as smooth (and quick) as possible. * What do to when your puppy cries at night. « Why and
how to crate train your puppy. * When socialization should happen and how to make sure it does. *
When your puppy is ready to learn basic commands—like Sit, Stay, and Come—and the best way to



teach them. « When and how to go about leash training. * How much exercise your puppy needs to
stay physically and mentally healthy. « What, how much, and when to feed your puppy to give him
the nutrition he needs without the extra weight he doesn’t. * When your puppy is ready for
obedience training and how to make sure it works. * How and how often to bath your puppy, brush
his coat, clip his nails, and brush his teeth. * How to know what requires a trip to the vet and what
doesn't. * What causes problem behaviors, when to expect them, and how to correct them.

how to get my dog to become a therapy dog: Organic Nanny's Guide to Raising Healthy Kids
Barbara Rodriguez, Eve Adamson, 2012-02-28 Who needs a spoonful of sugar to make the medicine
go down when professional nanny Barbara Rodriguez has tips to make the medicine go away? In The
Organic Nanny's Guide to Raising Healthy Kids, Rodriguez shows parents some simple lifestyle
changes that can help them dramatically improve the well-being of their children. As a nanny,
Rodriguez has seen some disturbing trends -- toxic foods, childhood obesity, insomnia, and a lack of
communication between parents and children. Her advice? Nutritious food and natural remedies to
resolve chronic health and behavior issues. The Organic Nanny's Guide to Raising Healthy Kids will
help parents put their children on a more natural track and give them a childhood to remember.
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