
good citizen dog training classes
Good Citizen Dog Training Classes: Building Better Bonds with Your Canine
Companion

Good citizen dog training classes have become increasingly popular among dog
owners who want to foster well-behaved, confident, and sociable pets. These
classes are more than just obedience training—they are a comprehensive
approach to nurturing responsible pet ownership and strengthening the bond
between dogs and their humans. Whether you're a first-time dog owner or
someone looking to refine your dog’s manners, good citizen classes offer
invaluable guidance and support.

What Are Good Citizen Dog Training Classes?

Good citizen dog training classes focus on teaching dogs essential skills and
behaviors that help them thrive in everyday social situations. The concept is
often linked to programs like the American Kennel Club’s Canine Good Citizen
(CGC) certification, which emphasizes polite, reliable behavior in public
settings. These classes are designed to instill basic obedience,
socialization, and calmness, ensuring that dogs can interact safely and
respectfully with people, other animals, and their environment.

Unlike standard obedience classes that might only cover sit, stay, and come
commands, good citizen dog training classes often incorporate real-world
scenarios. Dogs learn to handle distractions such as other dogs, noisy
environments, and unfamiliar people—all crucial for becoming a well-rounded
canine citizen.

Benefits of Enrolling in Good Citizen Dog
Training Classes

Participating in good citizen dog training classes offers a multitude of
advantages for both dogs and their owners:

Enhanced Communication and Understanding

Training classes provide a structured environment where owners learn
effective communication techniques with their dogs. Understanding canine body
language, recognizing stress signals, and using positive reinforcement
methods help create a stronger connection and mutual respect.



Improved Social Skills for Your Dog

One of the cornerstones of good citizen training is socialization. Dogs are
exposed to different people, animals, sounds, and settings in a controlled
way, which reduces fear, aggression, and anxiety. Well-socialized dogs tend
to be happier and more adaptable in various situations, whether at the park,
vet, or family gatherings.

Safety and Control

Good citizen training emphasizes reliable recall and impulse control, which
are critical for keeping your dog safe. Whether preventing your dog from
darting into traffic or stopping unwanted jumping on strangers, these skills
protect your pet and those around them.

Building Confidence and Reducing Problem Behaviors

Dogs that receive consistent training often exhibit fewer behavioral problems
such as excessive barking, chewing, or separation anxiety. Confidence-
building exercises included in good citizen classes help shy or reactive dogs
become more comfortable and balanced.

Core Components of Good Citizen Dog Training
Classes

While programs may differ slightly, most good citizen dog training classes
include several key elements:

Basic Obedience Commands

Commands such as sit, stay, come, heel, and down form the foundation.
Practicing these commands with distractions helps improve reliability.

Leash Manners and Walking Etiquette

Walking politely on a leash without pulling or lunging is a major focus. This
not only makes walks more enjoyable but also prevents injuries to dogs and
owners.



Socialization Exercises

Dogs are gradually introduced to other dogs and people to learn calm and
appropriate interactions. Controlled playtime and greeting manners are often
part of this.

Handling and Grooming Familiarity

Good citizen classes often teach dogs to tolerate being touched, examined,
and groomed—skills that make vet visits and home care less stressful.

Environmental Desensitization

Dogs get used to common distractions such as traffic noise, bicycles,
children, and other stimuli that might otherwise trigger reactive behavior.

How to Choose the Right Good Citizen Dog
Training Class

Finding the perfect class can significantly impact your training success.
Here are some tips for selecting a good citizen dog training program:

Experienced Trainers: Look for trainers with certifications and positive
reviews who use humane, reward-based methods.

Class Size and Format: Smaller class sizes often mean more personalized
attention. Decide if you prefer in-person sessions, private lessons, or
virtual classes.

Curriculum and Goals: Ensure the class covers the essential skills you
want your dog to learn, including socialization and real-life scenarios.

Environment: Classes held in safe, distraction-controlled environments
help dogs focus and reduce stress.

Progress Tracking: A good program will track your dog’s development and
offer feedback to help you improve at home.



Tips for Maximizing Success in Good Citizen Dog
Training Classes

Enrolling in good citizen dog training classes is just the beginning. Your
commitment at home plays a pivotal role in reinforcing lessons and achieving
lasting results.

Consistency is Key

Practice commands and exercises daily to reinforce what your dog learns in
class. Short, frequent sessions are more effective than occasional long
training periods.

Use Positive Reinforcement

Reward your dog with treats, praise, or playtime to encourage good behavior.
Avoid punishment-based methods, which can harm the dog-human relationship and
increase anxiety.

Be Patient and Flexible

Every dog learns at their own pace. Celebrate small victories and adjust your
approach if you notice signs of stress or confusion.

Engage the Whole Family

Involve all household members in training so your dog learns consistent cues
and expectations from everyone.

Maintain Socialization Beyond Class

Continue exposing your dog to new environments, people, and animals outside
of class to solidify social skills and adaptability.

Beyond Training: The Role of Good Citizen



Classes in Responsible Dog Ownership

Good citizen dog training classes do more than teach commands—they promote a
lifestyle of responsibility and respect. Owners learn about canine needs,
health, and behavior, which helps prevent common issues like neglect and
abandonment. Dogs trained through such programs are often more welcome in
community spaces, making it easier to integrate them into daily life.

Moreover, many programs culminate in certification tests that recognize your
dog’s good manners and obedience. Achieving this milestone can boost owner
confidence and encourage ongoing training and engagement.

For communities, promoting good citizen dog training classes can lead to
fewer dog-related incidents, reduced shelter intake, and improved public
safety. It’s a win-win situation where dogs and people coexist harmoniously.

---

Taking the time to find and participate in quality good citizen dog training
classes can transform your relationship with your dog. These classes provide
the tools not just for obedience, but for understanding, empathy, and
partnership that last a lifetime. Whether your dog is a lively puppy or a
seasoned adult, investing in their training and social skills opens the door
to a happier, healthier life together.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Good Citizen Dog Training Classes?
Good Citizen Dog Training Classes are structured programs designed to teach
dogs basic obedience and good manners, helping them become well-behaved
members of the community.

What skills are typically taught in Good Citizen Dog
Training Classes?
These classes usually cover commands like sit, stay, come, heel, proper leash
walking, and socialization skills to ensure dogs behave well around people
and other animals.

Who can benefit from attending Good Citizen Dog
Training Classes?
Any dog owner looking to improve their pet's behavior, prepare for
certification tests, or enhance their dog's social skills can benefit from
these classes.



How do Good Citizen Dog Training Classes help with
dog certification?
These classes prepare dogs and their owners to pass the Canine Good Citizen
(CGC) test, which assesses well-behaved dogs in various everyday situations.

Are Good Citizen Dog Training Classes suitable for
puppies?
Yes, many programs offer puppy-specific classes that focus on early
socialization and basic obedience, laying the foundation for good behavior as
they grow.

How long do Good Citizen Dog Training Classes
typically last?
Classes usually run for 6 to 8 weeks, with weekly sessions lasting about an
hour, though duration may vary depending on the training center.

Can Good Citizen Dog Training Classes address
behavioral problems?
While primarily focused on obedience and manners, some classes may offer
guidance on mild behavioral issues, but severe problems may require
specialized training.

How do I find reputable Good Citizen Dog Training
Classes near me?
You can search online for certified trainers or organizations like the
American Kennel Club (AKC), read reviews, and ask for recommendations from
local veterinarians or dog owners.

Additional Resources
Good Citizen Dog Training Classes: A Professional Review and Analysis

Good citizen dog training classes have increasingly become a focal point for
dog owners seeking to enhance their pets' behavior, obedience, and social
skills. These classes are designed not only to improve the bond between dogs
and their owners but also to cultivate responsible pet ownership within
communities. As dog ownership continues to rise globally, the demand for
structured and effective training programs has surged, prompting a closer
examination of what good citizen dog training truly entails and how it
benefits both dogs and their human counterparts.



Understanding Good Citizen Dog Training Classes

Good citizen dog training classes are specialized programs that aim to teach
dogs essential obedience commands and social behaviors, preparing them for
certification as "good citizens." This concept, popularized by organizations
such as the American Kennel Club (AKC), revolves around fostering well-
mannered dogs that can safely and confidently interact in various public and
private settings. Unlike basic obedience courses, these classes emphasize
real-world skills and ethical ownership responsibilities.

Core Objectives and Curriculum

At the heart of good citizen dog training classes lies a comprehensive
curriculum that covers a spectrum of skills:

Basic Obedience: Commands such as sit, stay, come, heel, and down form
the foundation.

Socialization: Proper interaction with other dogs, people, and different
environments.

Impulse Control: Techniques to manage distractions and maintain focus.

Public Etiquette: Behaviors suitable for public spaces, including leash
manners and calmness.

Owner Education: Guidance on responsible pet ownership, health, and
safety considerations.

This structured approach ensures that dogs are not only obedient but also
safe and predictable in diverse situations, which is critical in urban
environments where interactions with strangers and other animals are
frequent.

The Importance of Certification and Standards

Certification following the completion of good citizen dog training classes
often involves passing a standardized test that evaluates the dog’s manners,
obedience, and temperament. This formal acknowledgment serves multiple
purposes:

Validation of Training: Demonstrates that the dog has achieved a



recognized level of discipline.

Community Assurance: Reassures the public and dog owners that the animal
is well-behaved.

Legal and Insurance Benefits: Some municipalities and insurance
companies offer advantages or reduced premiums for certified dogs.

Comparatively, while basic obedience classes may focus on command execution,
good citizen training stresses consistent behavior across various settings,
which can be more challenging to achieve but ultimately more rewarding.

Pros and Cons of Good Citizen Dog Training Classes

Evaluating these classes requires an objective assessment of their strengths
and limitations:

Pros Cons

• Comprehensive skill development beyond basic
obedience

• Enhances dog-owner relationship through
mutual understanding

• Prepares dogs for social situations and public
safety

• Encourages responsible pet ownership

• Requires consistent time commitment from
owners

• May be costlier than standard obedience
classes

• Success depends heavily on owner’s
continued reinforcement

• Not all programs maintain the same quality or
standards

The investment in time and resources often pays dividends in terms of a
better-behaved dog and a more harmonious household environment.

Choosing the Right Good Citizen Dog Training
Class

Given the variety of training options available, selecting the appropriate
good citizen dog training class can be a nuanced decision. Factors to
consider include:



Trainer Credentials and Experience

Professional certifications, years of experience, and positive client
testimonials are critical indicators of a reputable instructor. Trainers
affiliated with recognized canine organizations often adhere to higher
standards and ethical practices.

Training Methodologies

Modern classes increasingly favor positive reinforcement techniques over
punitive measures, promoting a humane and effective learning environment.
Prospective participants should inquire about the teaching style and ensure
it aligns with their values and their dog’s temperament.

Class Size and Environment

Smaller classes typically allow for more individualized attention and
personalized feedback. Additionally, training in environments that simulate
real-world scenarios—such as parks, busy streets, or pet-friendly stores—can
better prepare dogs for everyday situations.

Program Structure and Duration

Programs range from short-term intensive courses to longer-term sessions
spread over weeks or months. Owners should consider their availability and
their dog’s learning pace when choosing a course.

Impact of Good Citizen Dog Training on
Community and Public Safety

The ripple effects of good citizen dog training extend beyond individual
households. Well-trained dogs contribute to safer neighborhoods by reducing
incidents related to aggression, uncontrolled barking, and other problematic
behaviors. Communities benefit from:

Lower rates of dog-related injuries and complaints

Improved public perception of dog ownership

Enhanced opportunities for dogs and owners to participate in public
events and activities



Moreover, fostering responsible dog ownership supports local governments in
enforcing animal control regulations and reduces strain on animal shelters
and rescue organizations.

Integration with Therapy and Service Dog Programs

Good citizen dog training classes often serve as a stepping stone for dogs
aspiring to become therapy or service animals. The emphasis on obedience,
calmness, and socialization aligns well with the prerequisites of specialized
training programs, facilitating smoother transitions and higher success
rates.

Trends and Innovations in Good Citizen Dog
Training

Advancements in canine behavior science and technology have influenced the
evolution of good citizen dog training classes. Current trends include:

Virtual and Hybrid Classes: Online platforms offer flexibility and
accessibility, especially in remote areas.

Use of Wearable Technology: Devices that monitor a dog’s activity and
stress levels to tailor training approaches.

Customized Training Plans: Programs adapted to breed-specific behaviors
and individual dog needs.

Community-Based Initiatives: Group classes integrated with local
shelters and rescues to promote adoption and socialization.

These innovations reflect a growing commitment to making high-quality dog
training accessible and effective for diverse populations of dogs and owners.

In evaluating good citizen dog training classes, it becomes apparent that
their value extends beyond mere obedience. They represent a comprehensive
approach to cultivating responsible dog ownership and fostering safer, more
harmonious communities. As more dog owners seek to enrich their pets’ lives
and contribute positively to society, these training programs will likely
continue to evolve, integrating new knowledge and technologies to meet the
changing needs of dogs and their humans alike.



Good Citizen Dog Training Classes

  good citizen dog training classes: The Canine Good Citizen Jack Volhard, Wendy Volhard,
2008-05-05 ...purebred or mixed, with this book any dog can become a Canine Good Citizen.... The
Volhards'...approach to training, which they call the Motivational Method,...is designed to do just
that motivate the owner and the dog. The Motivational Method is grounded on a thorough
knowledge of how people learn and dog behavior. Since 1983 they have authored or co-authored
four major books on dog training and teaching dog Obedience classes, and have produced four video
tapes. I am...pleased that they have written this book on the Canine Good Citizen. I cannot think of
anyone else who could have done a better job. This book contains everything the reader needs to
know about training any dog to become a Canine Good Citizen. Still, there is much more the book
shares a wealth of insights for the beginner, as well as the experienced dog person. The book's best
feature is that it gives each person the means to tailor the training to the individual dog's character
and temperament. It thoroughly explains what makes dogs different and how these differences
dictate the approach to training that needs to be taken. James E. Dearinger, AKC Vice President,
Obedience The American Kennel Club's Canine Good Citizen program was developed to promote
responsible dog ownership in a manner that would be easy for both dog and owner. Any book that
promotes and encourages dog owners to participate is doing a public service, and this book does it
well. This book is aptly named. Yes, every dog, both pure-bred dogs and mixed breeds, can be a good
citizen if their owners care enough to make it happen. The key is to encourage dog owners
everywhere to be responsible enough to make their dogs a pleasure to be around and able to handle
most situations that they might be expected to encounter in everyday life. Robert H. McKowen AKC
Vice President, Performance Events A Howell Dog Book of Distinction
  good citizen dog training classes: Click Your Way to the Canine Good Citizen Regina R. Allen,
Regina R Allen DVM, 2014-09-14 Whether you are an experienced dog show aficionado or an owner
simply looking to have a well-trained dog, Click Your Way to the Canine Good Citizen is the book for
you. Clicker training is a fun, low-stress way to teach your dog life skills needed to pass the Canine
Good Citizen test. Clicker training cultivates enthusiastic canine learners, and strengthens your
bond with your dog. This book explains the clicker training process in detail, and clearly
demonstrates how it is used to teach the skills needed to pass each of the ten elements of the Canine
Good Citizen test. Additional skills such as socialization and ignoring distractions are also covered.
The book culminates with a chapter on putting you and your dog's newly-learned skills into action by
explaining how to use them in each step of the test. Dr. Allen's gentle methods are appropriate for
puppies, retried show dogs, rescue dogs, and dogs of all breeds. Even if you have trained dogs
before, this book will teach you to become a smarter, more understanding dog trainer.
  good citizen dog training classes: Canine Good Citizen - The Official AKC Guide Mary R.
Burch Ph.D, 2020-11-10 The Canine Good Citizen program was created by the American Kennel Club
to reward dogs who have good manners at home and in the community. Written by the respected
dog experts at the American Kennel Club - the very same organization that designed the test -
Canine Good Citizen will help dog owners easily maneuver through the program's 10-step
curriculum, stressing responsible pet ownership and basic good manners for dogs. With the valuable
information found in this helpful guide, your dog will pass the Canine Good Citizen obedience test
with flying colors!
  good citizen dog training classes: Canine Good Citizen Test In A Day For Dummies Jack
Volhard, Wendy Volhard, 2012-07-30 Help your four-legged friend pass the Canine Good Citizen Test
in a day? Easy! The AKC's Canine Good Citizen (CGC) Program is one of the most rapidly growing
programs in the American Kennel Club. With useful tips and quick fixes that will put a stop to all
sorts of bad habits, Canine Good Citizen Test In A Day For Dummies helps owners build solid
relationships with their dog based on positive reinforcement, trust, and obedience. This handy little
guide gives you a better understanding of the test itself, the essential skills tested, and the benefits
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of this unique training program. It covers the test's requirements and various elements, and is
packed with expert tips and advice for mastering all ten sections of the test. A detailed description of
the entire test's requirements and elements Tips and tricks for mastering each the of 10 sections of
the test The do's and don'ts of taking the test Online component takes you beyond the book with
bonus content and features Canine Good Citizen Test In A Day For Dummies gives you everything
you need to help your dog master the skills and proficiencies necessary to pass the AKC's Good
Canine Test.
  good citizen dog training classes: Citizen Canine The American Kennel Club The American
Kennel Club, 2011-07-05 The Canine Good Citizen program was created by the American Kennel
Club to reward dogs who have good manners at home and in the community. Written by the
respected dog experts at the American Kennel Club (the very same organization that designed the
test), Citizen Canine will help dog owner easily maneuver through the program's 10-step curriculum,
stressing responsible pet ownership and basic good manners for dogs. With the valuable information
found in this helpful guide, your dog will pass the Canine Good Citizen test with flying colors and
qualify for a certificate of
  good citizen dog training classes: Doghiker Alan Via, 2020-03-01 Much more than a
guidebook showing readers great places to hike with their canine companions in upstate New York,
Doghiker is a dog owner's operating manual and tool kit. A lifelong dog owner, Alan Via makes a
strong case for responsible ownership and offers guidance on selecting a canine hiking companion,
training, safety, appropriate gear, canine first aid, and keeping your dog fit and healthy. Covering
the Adirondacks through the Catskills, and areas in between, this unique guidebook includes
seventy-seven beautiful hikes that are great for dogs. Each hike has a custom topographic map
showing parking areas, trails, viewpoints, water sources, and other points of interest. Included are a
peak-finder map and chart showing every hike and a summary of rating categories, as well as
information on total mileage, elevation gain, ratings for views, difficulty level, dog safety and
hazards, hiker traffic, trail conditions, and whether a leash is suggested or required. Detailed driving
directions for each outing, including GPS coordinates for key intersections and trailheads, are also
provided. By presenting all of this information, drawn from Via's forty-plus years of hike leadership,
readers can easily evaluate which hike fits their needs and get outside and explore the great
outdoors with their four-legged friends.
  good citizen dog training classes: How to Start a Home-based Dog Training Business
Peggy O. Swager, 2012-11-06 The demand for skilled dog trainers has never been greater. To
succeed in one of this field, you'll need more than dog expertise you'll need business savvy as well.
Written for the non-business person, this book provides the information you need to start, operate,
and prosper in your chosen field of dog training. Beginning with an overview of the different areas to
create a dog training business, the book provides what it takes to break into and succeed in the top
dog training fields. Readers learn what associations they need to become a part of as well as how to
build counsel, structure, and support. Marketing information helps people expand and grow their
business. Tips from a variety of established dog trainers gives this book an edge above the
competition.
  good citizen dog training classes: Dog Training For Dummies Jack Volhard, Wendy Volhard,
2010-07-20 Make training fun and effective This friendly guide shows you how to select the right
training method for your dog, based on his unique personality, to reach your desired goals. Whether
you want to teach Buddy to sit or master retrieving, you'll get expert training tips and techniques for
you and your dog — to ensure a mutually respectful relationship with your four-legged friend.
Concentrate on canines — discover why your dog acts the way she does, understand her nutritional
needs, and ready yourself for the task of training your dog Prep for your pup — prepare your home
for your puppy's arrival, discover the importance of socialization, and get started on housetraining
Put your best paw forward — teach basic commands like Sit, Stay, and Down, and get the scoop on
how to deal with doggie don'ts like chewing, digging, and excessive barking Take training to the
next level — get involved in organized dog activities and competitions, where you'll both show off



impressive tricks like retrieving, figure 8s, and much more Open the book and find: Step-by-step
instructions for teaching your dog basic commands Helpful advice on crate training Safe ways to
address aggression and separation anxiety Tips for teaching Buddy to behave himself around people
and other dogs Techniques to keep your senior dog feeling young Health issues that can interfere
with training Experts to turn to for training help Learn to: Use positive reinforcement as an effective
teaching tool Select the gear you need for training success Teach the basics including Sit, Stay, and
Down Eliminate unwanted behavior
  good citizen dog training classes: A Dog Who's Always Welcome Lorie Long, 2008-10-14
You can take her with you... If you're like most dog owners, you want a trustworthy companion you
can take on family vacations, to ball games, on hikes, and to cafes and festivals. You want your dog
to behave when you have guests, stay peacefully at hotels, ride calmly in elevators, and maintain
proper doggie decorum in all kinds of situations. Chances are, you've watched and admired
assistance and therapy dogs who are attentive to their owners' needs no matter what. This book taps
into the secrets of assistance and therapy dog trainers and shows you how to use focused foundation
socialization training to make sure your dog is well behaved--even in unfamiliar environments loaded
with distractions and temptations. It goes beyond typical behavioral training and basic commands
and covers: Evaluating your dog and recognizing traits that will affect her needs Using reward-based
processes to teach complex behaviors and self-discipline Creating a socialization program that
makes your dog focused on you and confident in different environments Reading your dog so you can
anticipate her reactions and keep her focused on your directions With these sophisticated training
techniques, you'll turn your family pet into a sociable, take-anywhere dog who will always be
welcome!
  good citizen dog training classes: The Love That Dog Training Program Larry Kay, Dawn
Sylvia-Stasiewicz, 2013-07-10 Dawn Sylvia-Stasiewicz is a very special trainer. She knows dogs
instinctively, and, drawing on lessons she learned from raising three children, she uses the power of
positive reinforcement and bonding to train dogs to be joyful, obedient, and devoted members of a
family. Dog lovers throughout the Washington, DC, area know her: She trained each of the late
Senator Ted Kennedy’s dogs, and when the Obama family were deciding on a puppy— and could
have chosen any trainer in the world to work with—it was Ms Sylvia-Stasiewicz who trained Bo. In
The Love That Dog Training Program, a lively, accessible, authoritative book, she shares her
invaluable and proven program. Her method is based on positive reinforcement. She believes in
trust and treats, not choke collars; in bonding, not squeezing or hitting. Her dogs are happy and self-
confident, spirited yet very well-behaved. The basic program is five weeks, it takes only 15 or 20
minutes a day, and it works for both puppies and dogs, including retraining a dog with bad habits.
Illustrated with step-by-step photographs, The Love That Dog Training Program covers hand-
feeding. Crate training and potty training. Simple commands—sit, stay, come here—as well as more
complex goals, such as bite inhibition and water safety. It shows how to avoid or correct common
behavioral problems including jumping, barking, noise phobias, hiding, and more. Then: how to
make your dog comfortable in the world—a dog that travels well, knows how to behave in a dog park
or vet’s office, is comfortable around strangers, and more. As the author points out, dog training
never ends, it just gets easier—and even more rewarding.
  good citizen dog training classes: How to Run a Dog Business Veronica Boutelle, 2007-09
The demand for skilled dog trainers, dog walkers, dog sitters and dog daycare operators has never
been greater. To succeed in one of these fields, you'll need more than dog expertise-you'll need
business savvy as well. Written for the non-business person, Veronica Boutelle, the industry's top
consultant, gives you the information you need to start, operate, and prosper in your chosen field.
Learn how to analyze your market, set prices, and advertise services. Find out what kind of
insurance, licenses, and professional qualifications you'll need. Best of all, get a solid start with
advance planning and realistic insights from an expert in the field.
  good citizen dog training classes: How to Listen to Your Dog Carlotta Cooper, 2015-02-03
This book will teach you the reasoning behind so many of the common problems dog owners



experience and how you can prevent these troubles. We've interviewed dozens of trainers who all
stressed the importance of establishing two-way communication to ensure a pleasant and stress-free
relationship between you and your dog. This book also has information from dog owners who have
overcome problem behavior by understanding what their dogs wanted and working with their pet to
remedy the problem. How to Listen to Your Dog will provide you with everything you need to know
to learn what your dog is trying to tell you and ways to establish a close, healthy bond with man's
best friend.--BACK COVER.
  good citizen dog training classes: The Business of Dog Training Susan Bulanda, 2024-08-22
Yes, you can build a thriving career as a dog trainer — and dog training expert Susan Bulanda will
show you how step-by-step! Whether you're passionate about dogs and eager to turn your love for
canine companionship into a rewarding profession, or an experienced trainer looking to elevate your
business in new and exciting ways, this comprehensive guide has you covered. Inside, you'll
discover: • step-by-step start-up strategies • effective marketing techniques • essential business
skills • client management and communication • advanced canine training insights • legal and
financial know-how Written by expert dog trainer and educator Susan Bulanda, The Business of Dog
Training combines industry knowledge and experience with actionable advice, making it an
indispensable resource for anyone looking to turn a passion for dogs into a prosperous career. Yes,
you can pawsitively make a real impact in the lives of dogs and their owners. It’s easier — and more
fulfilling — than you think! Your dream career starts here . . . Fetch it! CHAPTERS Introduction Why
Be A Dog Trainer? Overview of What You Need to Know Your Business Plan Your Protection Dog
Trainers Insurance Contracts Your Services Fees Business License Business Name Promoting
Yourself Bookmarks and Business Cards Business Phone Web Site Blog Site Presentations Articles
Veterinarian Clinics/Hospitals Newspapers and the Yellow Pages Brochures Referral Groups
Networking Fairs, Craft Shows and Carnivals The Type of Basic Obedience Classes You Offer
Training Facility Taxes Equipment Getting a Helper Client Records What kind of trainer do you want
to be? Specializations Where to Learn the Techniques and Why Books Clubs Mentors Seminar
Videos & Webinars, Podcast Self-Taught Techniques to Teach the Owners Do’s and Don’ts Handouts
for Clients Handout of “Don’ts” Keep Up with The Latest Research and Information Analyzing
Reports and Information Dogs Breed Trends Medical Issues Sports Food & Treats Toys
Certifications and Organizations Organizations Certifications Multi-species Other Services to Offer
Clients Counseling Owners General Counseling Grief Counseling Selecting and Finding the Right
Dog Step One: Determine which breed or type of dog is best for you. Step Two: Get the Names of
Breeders. Step Three: Call the people who own puppies from their last litter. Step Four: Visit the
breeder, see the dogs. Step Five: Call the breed club and ask about the breeder you like. Step Six:
Wait for your puppy! The Children(s) Role in Selecting a Dog/Puppy Medical Decisions Evaluating
Litters Evaluating Adult Dogs Doggie Day Care Boarding Kennel Pet Sitting Dog Walking Referrals
Beyond Being A Dog Trainer Animal Shelters and Rescue Groups Therapy Dogs Canine Good Citizen
and Therapy Dog Evaluator Managing Your Time New Dog Trainers A Bad Referral Readings and
Resources Resources Videos/DVD/Books AUTHOR BIO Susan Bulanda is a Certified Animal Behavior
Consultant in practice since 1961 and has been a search-and-rescue dog trainer and handler since
1981. She is the Head trainer of the Phoenixville Fire Department K9 Search & Rescue Unit. Learn
more at www.sbulanda.com.
  good citizen dog training classes: The Original Dog Bible Kristin Mehus-Roe, 2011-10-04
The wooftasticsecond edition. “This attractive, copiously illustrated easy-to-understand volume
covers every aspect of responsible dog ownership.” —Library Journal The revised and expanded
second edition of the bestselling The Original Dog Bible remains the most comprehensive dog lover’s
resource on the market! The book is divided into eight parts—each fully illustrated and designed for
easy reference—plus helpful, entertaining sidebars covering hundreds of related topics. With
detailed chapters on the requirements of caring for a dog, health, training, and so much more, this
book will prepare you for a wonderful life with a dog. Also included is a catalog of over 250 purebred
dog breeds with insightful articles for each! “Being a veteran veterinarian of twenty five years and a



lifetime pet lover, I can enthusiastically say ‘this old doc learned new tricks’ upon reading the
consummate book on all things dogs . . . I highly recommend it!” —Dr. Marty Becker, former
resident veterinarian on ABC’s Good Morning America and coauthor of Chicken Soup for the Dog
Lover’s Soul “This comprehensive book certainly lives up to its subtitle . . . The best part of the book,
however, covers ‘life with a dog,’ with sections on pet care partners like sitters and walkers,
emergencies, lost dogs, biting, traveling with a dog, and a fantastic chapter on activities one can do
with one’s dog.” —Publishers Weekly
  good citizen dog training classes: The Complete Guide to Boxer Dogs Ruth Shirk, Erin
Hotovy, 2020-04-18 Are you thinking about getting a new Boxer Puppy? Or have you recently
rescued a dog that is part, or full Boxer? The Complete Guide to Boxer Dogs is your go-to guide for
everything you need to know to prepare to successful raise and train a happy, healthy Boxer from
puppy to old-age. If you have never been around a Boxer, you will be amazed at the number of noises
that they make. In fact, once you master Boxer language, chances are that you will have many
conversations with your new best friend. They have a fun-filled personality that is easily controllable
once you master the training keys in this book. Reading through it before you get a boxer will help
you learn if this is the right breed for you. Chapter topics include: Boxer History Choosing a Boxer
Preparing your Home for your Boxer Bringing Home your Boxer Being a Boxer Parent Teaching the
Boxer to Behave Socializing with People and Animals Boxers and Your Other Pets Physical and
Mental Exercise Training your Boxer Basic Commands Traveling with Your Boxer Nutrition
Grooming your Boxer Basic Health Care Advanced Boxer Health and Aging Dog Care Boxers tend to
be a little leery around strangers, so it is important to train them properly as puppies. They are
extremely brilliant, so you need to know how to be the pack leader from day one. Unfortunately,
many Boxers end up in shelters because they are not socialized properly. Use the key training points
in this book to teach your Boxer to get along with your family, your pets and others that they may
meet along life's journey. Come along on this journey as you master being a great Boxer owner.
Inside the pages of this book, you will gain insight that only a lifetime of owning dogs can provide.
  good citizen dog training classes: Doodle Dogs For Dummies Miriam Fields-Babineau,
2021-09-17 Fall in love with a Doodle Dog! This guide tells you everything you need to know about
this popular cross-breed. With their cute names and curly coats, Doodles have become popular pets.
And why not? They’re more than just cute—they’re generally affectionate, playful, and highly
trainable dogs. They also don’t shed much, so they’ll ideal for people with pet allergies. In other
words, a perfect family companion! If you don’t know exactly what a Doodle is, they’re a cross breed
of a poodle with another kind of dog; think Labradoodles (Labrador and poodle), Aussiedoodles
(Australian shepherd and poodle), Goldendoodles (Golden Retriever and poodle), or Sheepadoodles
(English Sheepdog and poodle). You get the idea. The possibilities are endless and no matter the
crossbreed, they all live in the cuteness zone. If you don’t want to resist—and who can?—Doodle
Dogs For Dummies is the ultimate guide on all things Doodles. You’ll find helpful information within
its pages whether you’re just considering a Doodle, or you’ve already brought one home. Learn how
to identify breeds Find the Doodle that's best for your family Pick a breeder or go the animal shelter
route Keep your Doodle looking their best with proper grooming Acclimate your Doodle to your
home, including to other pets Get expert tips on training and healthy treats for your Doodle From
long walks on sunny days to cuddling on the couch, you have a lot of quality time to look forward to
with your furry best friend. And Doodle Dogs For Dummies will ensure that your Doodle is happy
and healthy for their lifetime.
  good citizen dog training classes: The Complete Guide to Mutts Margaret H. Bonham,
2008-04-21 A unique, one-stop handbook for mixed breed dog owners Known for their individuality,
mutts have become the most popular dogs in the United States! Now, The Complete Guide to Mutts
addresses all the special needs of owning a mixed breed, providing comprehensive, reliable
information in one authoritative resource on everything from health and training to behavior issues-
something you won't find in other books. Written by Margaret Bonham, a dog writer who has
tremendous firsthand experience with mixed breeds, the book covers such important topics as



beyond-the-basics obedience training, holistic therapies, and common problems in older dogs, as
well as mutt-specific information on routine health care. You'll also discover: * Why mutts are
number one in the hearts of millions and why a mutt might-or might not-be right for you * How to
find the perfect mutt through a shelter or rescue organization * The general types of mutts and how
to tell what your mixed breed may be * The difference between training a puppy and an adult mutt *
How to understand your mutt's behavior-and change it if necessary * The best supplies for your
mutt, including feeding dos and don'ts * The latest on competing in obedience, agility, and other
performance events
  good citizen dog training classes: German Shepherds For Dummies D. Caroline Coile,
2019-10-01 Discover how to raise, train, and enjoy your German Shepherd with this fantastic
resource. Everybody thinks they know the German Shepherd. Many of us grew up with Rin Tin Tin,
or we saw German Shepherds in nightly news reports breaking up riots, or we saw them in
neighbors' backyards protecting children. But that only scratches the surface of one of the most
fascinating and confusing breeds on earth. Whether it's selection, nutrition, routine health care,
training, competition, or just having fun, there's more to it with a German Shepherd than with other
breeds. And if you're thinking about adding one to your family, or you already have one, you need to
know all you can about this breed. Which is where German Shepherds For Dummies comes in. Is this
noble and intelligent breed the right dog for you and your family? German Shepherds For Dummies
provides the answer to this and all your questions about getting, caring for, and living with this
loveable breed. Lifelong German Shepherd owner and longtime German Shepherd breeder, trainer,
and exhibitor, Carline Coile, PhD ,gets you up and running with what you need to know to: * Find
and communicate with reputable breeders * Choose the right German Shepherd for you *
Housebreak and socialize your new puppy * Educate yourself and your dog * Handle behavioral
problems * Participate in competitions Dr. Coile provides insights into the German Shepherd
temperament and loads of sensible, easy-to-follow advice, along with fun facts and Shepherd trivia,
amusing and informative anecdotes, and tips on how to have a great time with your dog. Discover
how to: Understand how to communicate with your German Shepherd Train your German Shepherd
Find a good trainer and attend classes Deal with hereditary health problems Feed and exercise your
German Shepherd Recognize, prevent and treat common health problems Have loyal friend for life
The indispensable guide for you and your German Shepherd, German Shepherds For Dummies is the
only book you'll need to help you have the best possible experience with this handsome and sensitive
breed of dog. P.S. If you think this book seems familiar, you’re probably right. The Dummies team
updated the cover and design to give the book a fresh feel, but the content is the same as the
previous release of German Shepherds (9780764552809). The book you see here shouldn’t be
considered a new or updated product. But if you’re in the mood to learn something new, check out
some of our other books. We’re always writing about new topics!
  good citizen dog training classes: All Dogs Need Some Training Liz Palika, 1997-07-01 Learn
how to train your dog simply, humanely and effectively! This book will help you teach your dog basic
skills like coming when called, heeling and walking on a leash. Even more, it will help you
accomplish these things with a minimum of frustration and worry and a maximum of love. Author Liz
Palika's training philosophy is based on the bond between owner and pet. She focuses both on
making the relationship between you and your dog stronger through training, and making your
training time more effective by starting out with a good relationship. Your positive approach is the
key to your dog's successful training. Delightful drawings by award-winning artist Pam Posey-Tanzey
remind us that, above all, working with your dog should be fun!
  good citizen dog training classes: Heritage of Care Marion S. Lane, Stephen L. Zawistowski
Ph.D., 2007-12-30 Founded in 1866, the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
was the nation's first animal welfare organization. The society had its origins in the fervor for social
reform that characterized the era following the Civil War. Its founder, Henry Bergh, organized the
ASPCA because of his abhorrence of injustice — personally, he was never especially interested in
animals. The society's agents—known in the early years as Bergh's men—were empowered to



enforce the law throughout the state. Bergh used the media to advance his cause, and many of the
issues that he confronted were covered in the press. Heritage of Care brings these early efforts to
life again. After Bergh's death, the ASPCA's original mission to provide effective means for the
prevention of cruelty to animals drew committed men and women to continue the work. From 1894
to 1994, the ASPCA handled animal control for New York City, changing the image of dog pounds to
animal shelters by introducing the concept of a professional staff. And just as Bergh preached
kindness to children in the orphanages of old New York, his successors instilled caring attitudes
through the new medium of television, and later through the Internet. Heritage of Care brings the
society's work up-to-date. It is an insider's look at Bergh's men and Bergh's women of the twenty-
first century.
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