don t let pigeon drive bus

Don't Let Pigeon Drive Bus: A Whimsical Tale with Real-Life Lessons

don t let pigeon drive bus — these words might immediately bring to mind the beloved children’s
book by Mo Willems, a story that has captured the hearts of readers young and old. But beyond its
simple and humorous narrative lies a wealth of insights about decision-making, responsibility, and the
importance of setting boundaries. Whether you're a parent, educator, or just someone who
appreciates clever storytelling, exploring the themes behind "Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus" can offer
valuable lessons that extend far beyond the pages of a picture book.

The Charm Behind “Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus”

When you first encounter the phrase “don’t let pigeon drive bus,” it’s hard not to smile. The story
features a persistent pigeon who desperately wants to take the wheel of a bus, despite the obvious
absurdity of the idea. Through simple dialogue and expressive illustrations, Mo Willems invites
readers into a playful negotiation where the pigeon tries every tactic—from begging to cajoling—to
get his way.

This book’s charm lies in its ability to engage readers in a conversation about rules and limits without
feeling preachy. It also encourages critical thinking as children consider why letting a pigeon drive a
bus might be a bad idea. That blend of humor and subtle messaging makes it a staple in early
childhood literacy and an excellent tool for teaching social and emotional skills.

Why the Story Resonates with Both Kids and Adults

At its core, “Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus” taps into themes that everyone can relate to: desire,
temptation, and the challenge of saying no. Kids see themselves in the pigeon’s enthusiastic but
misguided attempts, while adults recognize the importance of boundaries.

Understanding Boundaries Through Playful Storytelling

The pigeon’s antics reflect a universal experience—wanting something you shouldn’t have and trying
every angle to get it. This dynamic can spark meaningful conversations with children about why
certain limits exist, whether at home, school, or in society.

By engaging with the pigeon’s story, children learn about consent and respect in a context that feels
fun rather than restrictive. This is an example of how children’s literature can be a bridge to teaching
essential life skills.



Encouraging Critical Thinking and Empathy

As readers follow the pigeon’s attempts to convince the bus driver, they implicitly weigh the risks and
consequences. This kind of narrative encourages critical thinking—asking questions like, “What might
happen if the pigeon drives the bus?” or “Why is the bus driver saying no?”

Moreover, the pigeon’s persistence, though misguided, can evoke empathy. Understanding his
feelings and desires helps readers appreciate different perspectives, fostering emotional intelligence.

Applying the Lessons of “Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus”
in Real Life

While the story is whimsical, its lessons have practical applications in parenting, education, and even
workplace settings.

Setting Healthy Boundaries for Children

Parents can use the pigeon’s story as a gentle way to introduce the concept of rules. Instead of
framing limits as authoritarian commands, the book allows parents to discuss why some things aren’t
allowed and how that keeps everyone safe and happy.

For example, when a child wants to do something risky or inappropriate, referencing the pigeon’s
failed attempts can lighten the mood and make the message more relatable.

Teaching Decision-Making and Responsibility

The story also highlights the importance of responsibility. Driving a bus is a serious task that requires
skill and care—qualities the pigeon humorously lacks. This contrast can be a starting point for
discussions about when someone is ready for certain responsibilities and the importance of
preparation.

Educators might use the story to introduce concepts like “ready” or “not ready” in various
contexts—whether it’s taking on chores, managing time, or making choices.

The Cultural Impact and Popularity of “Don’t Let
Pigeon Drive Bus”

Since its publication, “Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus” has become a beloved classic, celebrated for its
unique interaction between reader and character. Its success has spawned sequels, stage
adaptations, and educational resources that continue to engage audiences worldwide.



Innovative Storytelling That Invites Participation

One of the reasons this book stands out is its direct address to the reader. The pigeon breaks the
fourth wall, pleading with readers to let him drive the bus, which creates a dynamic experience. This
kind of storytelling encourages active participation, making reading a dialogue rather than a
monologue.

Parents and teachers often find this interactive style useful for engaging reluctant readers or sparking
lively discussions.

Inspiring Creativity and Imagination

Beyond its educational value, the story inspires creativity. Children might imagine what would happen
if animals took on human roles or come up with their own playful “what if” scenarios. This imaginative
play is crucial for cognitive development and problem-solving skills.

Why You Shouldn’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus: Safety and
Common Sense

Of course, the literal interpretation of “don’t let pigeon drive bus” is a humorous exaggeration with an
underlying message about safety. Allowing an unqualified individual—or a pigeon, for that matter—to
operate a vehicle is a recipe for disaster.

Understanding the Risks

Driving requires attention, skill, and responsibility. The pigeon’s impulsiveness and lack of
understanding highlight why certain actions are unsafe. This serves as a metaphor for broader
situations where impulsive decisions without adequate preparation can lead to negative
consequences.

Relating the Lesson to Everyday Situations

Whether it’s learning to drive, handling money, or making important life choices, understanding when
to say “no” or “not yet” is crucial. The pigeon’s story is a playful reminder that readiness matters, and
patience pays off.

Incorporating “Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus” into



Teaching and Parenting

The versatility of this story makes it an excellent tool for various educational approaches.

» Storytime Engagement: Reading the book aloud and encouraging children to respond to the
pigeon’s pleas can enhance listening and comprehension skills.

* Role-Playing: Acting out the pigeon’s requests and the bus driver’s refusals helps children
practice social interactions and assertiveness.

¢ Creative Writing: Inviting kids to write their own “Don’t Let [Animal] Do [Something]” stories
fosters creativity and narrative skills.

These activities not only deepen understanding of the story but also reinforce essential
developmental milestones.

Don't let pigeon drive bus? Absolutely. But more importantly, don’t underestimate the power of a
simple story to open doors to learning, laughter, and meaningful conversations. The pigeon’s
determined spirit reminds us that while not every dream is practical, every attempt to reach for the
wheel is part of growing up. So next time you pick up that book, enjoy the humor, share the lessons,
and maybe, just maybe, imagine what it would be like if that pigeon really did get behind the wheel.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the
Bus!'?

The main theme is about self-control and following rules, as the pigeon tries to convince the reader to
let him drive the bus despite not being allowed.

Who is the author of 'Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!'?

The book was written and illustrated by Mo Willems.

Why is ‘Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!' popular among
children?

Its interactive storytelling, humorous tone, and relatable character make it engaging and fun for
young readers, encouraging participation and decision-making.

What age group is 'Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!' best



suited for?

It is best suited for children aged 3 to 7 years old.

Has 'Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!' received any awards
or recognition?

Yes, the book has won several awards, including a Caldecott Honor, recognizing its excellence in
children's literature and illustration.

Additional Resources

Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus: An Analytical Review of Mo Willems’ Beloved Children’s Book

don t let pigeon drive bus is more than just the title of a popular children’s book; it has become a
cultural touchstone in children’s literature, celebrated for its humor, simplicity, and interactive
narrative style. Authored and illustrated by Mo Willems, this book has captivated young readers and
parents alike since its publication in 2003. The phrase itself has transcended the book’s pages, often
invoked in educational and parenting circles to highlight themes of responsibility and boundaries.

Background and Context of Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus

Mo Willems, a former animator and writer for Sesame Street, brought a fresh perspective to early
childhood storytelling with Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus. The book tells the story of a persistent and
comical pigeon who desperately wants to drive a bus, despite clear warnings from the narrator not to
let him. The entire story unfolds through the pigeon’s increasingly desperate pleas, creating an
engaging, immersive experience for young readers.

The book’s minimalist illustrations combined with bold, expressive text make it accessible to children
as young as two or three years old, making it a staple in early literacy programs. Its unique format
encourages interaction, as children are often prompted to respond to the pigeon’s requests and
arguments, fostering early critical thinking and decision-making skills.

What Makes Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus Stand Out?

Several factors contribute to the book’s enduring popularity and critical acclaim:

* Interactive Narrative Style: Unlike traditional children’s books with third-person narration,
Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus breaks the fourth wall. The pigeon speaks directly to the reader,
creating a playful dialogue that invites participation.

e Simplicity and Humor: The straightforward text paired with Willems’ expressive drawings
makes the story easy to follow and entertaining, helping children grasp the concept of rules and
consequences.



* Relatable Themes: The pigeon’s relentless attempts to drive the bus serve as a metaphor for
testing limits and understanding boundaries, which resonates with both children and adults.

e Educational Value: The story supports early literacy by using repetitive phrases and simple
vocabulary, aiding language development and comprehension.

Analyzing the Impact of Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus on
Children’s Literature

Since its release, Don't Let Pigeon Drive Bus has been widely acknowledged as a pioneering work in
the genre of interactive picture books. Its success helped redefine how authors and illustrators
approach storytelling for early readers. The book’s influence can be observed in several key areas:

Engagement Through Direct Address

The narrative technique of addressing the reader directly is relatively rare in children’s books but has
proven highly effective in this case. By involving the reader as an active participant, the story
maintains attention and encourages emotional investment. This technique also opens avenues for
teaching about consent, decision-making, and empathy by putting the child in the role of gatekeeper.

Balancing Humor and Instruction

Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus expertly balances humor with an instructive message. While the pigeon’s
antics are amusing, the underlying message about responsibility and the importance of following
rules is clear. This balance makes the book appealing to adults who often read it aloud, allowing for
shared enjoyment and discussion.

Comparisons with Similar Children’s Books

When compared to other popular early readers such as "The Very Hungry Caterpillar" by Eric Carle or
"Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?" by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle, Don’t Let Pigeon Drive
Bus distinguishes itself through its interactive, dialogue-driven format. While the others rely heavily
on repetition and visual stimuli, Willems’ book engages children through personality and persuasion,
offering a different kind of literacy experience.

Exploring the Themes and Educational Benefits

Don't Let Pigeon Drive Bus is more than just an entertaining read; it serves as a tool for early
childhood education in several respects:



Understanding Rules and Boundaries

The pigeon’s persistent desire to drive the bus despite being told not to highlights the concept of
rules and why they exist. This can be a starting point for discussions with children about safety,
responsibility, and respecting limits—a crucial part of social development.

Encouraging Critical Thinking

Readers are implicitly asked to decide whether to “let the pigeon drive the bus” or not, effectively
engaging their decision-making skills. This interactive element encourages children to weigh
consequences and assert control over the narrative, fostering confidence.

Language Development and Literacy Skills

The book’s use of simple, repetitive language and expressive illustrations supports vocabulary
acquisition and comprehension. The short sentences and conversational style make it accessible for
early readers and useful in teaching phonics and sentence structure.

Social and Emotional Learning

By empathizing with the pigeon’s emotions—his frustration, eagerness, and creativity—children learn
to recognize and label feelings. This empathetic engagement can aid emotional intelligence and social
skills.

Potential Criticisms and Limitations

While Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus enjoys widespread acclaim, it is not without critique. Some
educators argue that the pigeon’s persistent badgering might encourage disrespect towards authority
if not guided properly during reading sessions. Others suggest that the book’s minimalist style might
not hold the attention of all children, particularly those who prefer more detailed or colorful
illustrations.

Additionally, the interactive element relies heavily on adult facilitation. Without an engaged reader to

prompt responses and discussions, the book’s full educational potential may not be realized. In
educational settings with limited adult involvement, this could limit its effectiveness.

Expanding the Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus Brand

The success of Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus has led to a series of sequels and related titles featuring
the iconic pigeon character, such as Don’t Let Pigeon Stay Up Late and The Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog!



These books maintain the original’s charm and educational value, expanding the universe while
reinforcing key developmental themes.

Furthermore, the pigeon character has been adapted into stage plays and interactive digital apps,
broadening its reach and adapting to contemporary media consumption habits. These adaptations
retain the original’s interactive spirit while incorporating multimedia elements to engage children in
new ways.

The Role of lllustrations in the Book’s Appeal

Mo Willems’ distinctive illustration style is crucial to the book’s identity. The pigeon’s expressive eyes
and exaggerated gestures convey emotion and humor with minimal lines and color. This simplicity
allows children to focus on the character’s personality and story rather than being distracted by
overly complex visuals.

The sparse backgrounds and limited color palette also encourage imagination, inviting young readers
to fill in the gaps with their own interpretations, which supports creativity and cognitive development.

The Cultural Significance of Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus

Beyond its educational merits, Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus holds a unique place in the broader cultural
landscape of children’s literature. It challenges traditional storytelling by giving voice to a
mischievous character who openly defies norms, yet remains endearing. This subversion of
expectations has resonated with audiences, making the phrase "don't let pigeon drive bus" a
shorthand for setting boundaries in a playful yet firm way.

The book’s appeal crosses demographic lines, being equally beloved by children, parents, teachers,
and librarians. Its presence in classrooms and libraries worldwide underscores its universal themes
and adaptability.

In an era where children’s media is increasingly interactive and digital, Don’t Let Pigeon Drive Bus
remains a testament to the power of simple, well-crafted storytelling that invites engagement and
critical thinking. Its legacy continues to influence authors and educators striving to create meaningful,
enjoyable learning experiences for young readers.

Don T Let Pigeon Drive Bus

don t let pigeon drive bus: Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! Mo Willems, 2003-04-01 When
a bus driver takes a break from his route, a very unlikely volunteer springs up to take his place-a
pigeon! But you've never met one like this before. As he pleads, wheedles, and begs his way through
the book, children will love being able to answer back and decide his fate. In his hilarious picture
book debut, popular cartoonist Mo Willems perfectly captures a preschooler's temper tantrum.

don t let pigeon drive bus: Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus Mo Willems, 2013 This is an
unflinching and hilarious look at a child's potential for mischief. In a plain palette, with childishly


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-188/don-t-let-pigeon-drive-bus.pdf

elemental line drawings, Willems has captured the essence of unreasonableness in the very young.

don t let pigeon drive bus: Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Sleigh! Mo Willems, 2025-10
From #1 New York Times bestselling, award-winning author and illustrator Mo Willems comes a
new holiday classic. It's the most wonderful time of the year-for driving a sleigh! 'Tis also the
season-for driving a sleigh! Oh, and joy to the-driving a sleigh! The Pigeon has made a list and
checked it once. Can his holiday dream come true? Or will The Pigeon be left out in the cold? You'll
share some HO-HO-HOs and HA-HA-HAs finding out in three-time Caldecott Honoree Mo Willems'
ninth Pigeon book, Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Sleigh! Praise for Mo Willems: If there's a living
creator of children's books who stands a chance of occupying a cultural position akin to a Dr Suess
or a Charles M. Schulz, it's Mr Willems - The New York Times

don t let pigeon drive bus: Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! (Kohl's Custom Pub) Mo
Willems, 2011-04-28

don t let pigeon drive bus: Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! - Autographed version
(Toys R Us Customer Specific) Mo Willems, 2009-06-23

don t let pigeon drive bus: Don't Let the Pigeon Finish This Activity Book! Mo Willems,
2013-04-01 Includes pages of highly interactive activities. This title helps you make a pigeon finger
puppet, build a paper bus, make your own driver's licence, and you can even create your own Pigeon
book starring.

don t let pigeon drive bus: The Pigeon Books: An Instructional Guide for Literature
Brenda A. Van Dixhorn, 2015-03-01 Children will love analyzing these hilarious books about a silly
Pigeon who tries to get away with too much! The Pigeon Books: An Instructional Guide for Literature
provides fun, challenging activities and lessons that will teach students how to analyze and
comprehend story elements in multiple ways, practice close reading and text-based vocabulary,
determine meaning through text-dependent questions, and much more. This guide is the perfect tool
to add rigor to students' exploration of literature, and aid students in analyzing and comprehending
these silly stories.

don t let pigeon drive bus: The Pigeon Books Close Reading and Text-Dependent
Questions Brenda Van Dixhorn, 2015-05-15 Students analyze The Pigeon Books using key skills
from the Common Core. Close reading of the text is required to answer text-dependent questions.
Included are student pages with the text-dependent questions as well as suggested answers.

don t let pigeon drive bus: The Pigeon Books Studying the Story Elements Brenda Van
Dixhorn, 2015-05-15 Students will enjoy studying the story elements of The Pigeon Books through
these engaging activities, students create products to share their understanding of the characters,
plots, and settings of the book.

don t let pigeon drive bus: The Pigeon Books Vocabulary Activities Brenda Van Dixhorn,
2015-05-15 These vocabulary activities for The Pigeon Books incorporate key skills from the
Common Core. The activities integrate vocabulary with the study of the texts. Includes
text-dependent questions, definitions, and text-based sentences.

don t let pigeon drive bus: No Kids Allowed Michelle Ann Abate, 2020-10-13 Children's
literature isn't just for children anymore. This original study explores the varied forms and roles of
children's literature—when it's written for adults. What do Adam Mansbach's Go the F**k to Sleep
and Barbara Park's MA! There's Nothing to Do Here! have in common? These large-format picture
books are decidedly intended for parents rather than children. In No Kids Allowed, Michelle Ann
Abate examines a constellation of books that form a paradoxical new genre: children's literature for
adults. Distinguishing these books from YA and middle-grade fiction that appeals to adult readers,
Abate argues that there is something unique about this phenomenon. Principally defined by its form
and audience, children's literature, Abate demonstrates, engages with more than mere nostalgia
when recast for grown-up readers. Abate examines how board books, coloring books, bedtime
stories, and series detective fiction written and published specifically for adults question the
boundaries of genre and challenge the assumption that adulthood and childhood are mutually
exclusive.



don t let pigeon drive bus: The Pigeon Books Leveled Comprehension Questions Brenda
Van Dixhorn, 2015-05-15 These leveled discussion questions about The Pigeon Books require
students to read closely, make connections, and share their analyses. Included are leveled
comprehension questions and suggested answers.

don t let pigeon drive bus: The Routledge Handbook of Plurilingual Language
Education Enrica Piccardo, Aline Germain-Rutherford, Geoff Lawrence, 2021-09-21 The Routledge
Handbook of Plurilingual Language Education is the first comprehensive publication on
plurilingualism, offering a multidimensional reflection on the nature, scope, and potential of
plurilingualism in language education and society. Authored by a range of internationally recognized
experts, the Handbook provides an overview of key perspectives on plurilingualism in a
complementary range of fields. After a comprehensive introduction to the concept itself, 24 chapters
are organized in six parts, each examining plurilingualism through a different lens. The Handbook
spans historical, philosophical, and sociological dimensions, examines cognitive and neuroscientific
implications, and the limitations of boundaries before moving to a pragmatic perspective: How is
plurilingual language education developing in different contexts around the world? How can it
contribute to language revitalization? How can it be expected to develop in education, digital spaces,
and society as a whole? Written for an international audience, this handbook is an indispensable
reference tool for scholars in education and applied linguistics, educators, graduate and
post-graduate students, and policy makers.

don t let pigeon drive bus: Innovation, Literacy, and Arts Integration in Multicultural
Classrooms Christiane Wood, Laurie Stowell, Merryl Goldberg, 2023-12-11 This textbook offers a
foundation for how literacy and arts integration interconnect to advance innovation, accessibility,
and equitable classroom learning contexts for K-8 students. Balancing research-backed theory and
classroom practice, this book helps readers understand the multiple perspectives, frameworks, and
models necessary in the design of learning environments for diverse learners, including sociocultural
theories of literacy, new and digital literacies, multiliteracies, culturally responsive pedagogy,
critical pedagogy, and art. Written by an author team with decades of experience in teaching
literacy, writing, and arts integration across a variety of learning environments, each chapter
includes a basis of conceptual framing and research backed by functional case studies and practical
classroom practices, as well as discussion questions. Written as a text for foundational literacy, arts
integration, and education courses, Innovation, Literacy, and Arts Integration in Multicultural
Classrooms offers an engaging, practical resource for both pre-service and in-service elementary
and middle grade teachers and teacher educators.

don t let pigeon drive bus: Reading the Art in Caldecott Award Books Heidi K. Hammond, Gail
D. Nordstrom, 2014-08-14 Reading the Art in Caldecott Award Books is a practical and easy-to-use
reference handbook explaining what makes the art in Caldecott Medal and Honor books
distinguished. It is a useful manual for librarians, teachers, and others who want to better
understand picture book illustration. This book includes many useful components: Short entries
about fifty-six booksInformation on styles and mediaArtistic analysis of the illustrationsAppendixes
on selected sources for further reading, Randolph Caldecott Medal terms and criteria, bibliography
of entries, and a list of Caldecott winners Glossary of art terms Indexes of author-illustrator-title,
media, and style This book, used as a handbook in conjunction with Caldecott Award books, provides
readers with ready-to-use information they can share with children and others, while helping to
build confidence in one’s ability to talk about art in all picture books.

don t let pigeon drive bus: 49 Bedtime Stories for Kids About Animals Luna Dreams,
Transform bedtime struggles into moments of magic! Are you tired of searching for new stories to
soothe your little ones as the day ends? Imagine sparking their imaginations without screens,
turning bedtime battles into peaceful transitions to sleep. Our captivating audiobook, Bedtime
Stories for Kids About Animals, brings together a cherished collection of classic tales featuring
beloved animal characters. From the mischievous Peter Rabbit to the adventurous Little Blue Truck,
these stories offer comforting familiarity and endless wonder, fostering a love for language and a



gentle path to dreamland. Enjoy the convenience of instant, screen-free engagement and the joy of
shared listening that these timeless narratives provide. Bring peace and wonder to your evenings.
Download or purchase Bedtime Stories for Kids About Animals today and start your magical bedtime
journey!

don t let pigeon drive bus: Emotional Literacy Andrew Moffat, 2017-07-05 This is an
exciting, hands-on resource comprising over 200 whole-class lesson plans. These can be used with a
class in their very first week at school in Year 1 right through to their last week in Year 6. Each
lesson plan focuses on a text, provides prompts for discussion and gives clearly explained, engaging
activities to suit all learning styles. The lesson plans are based on 152 popular children's books.
There are many cross-curricular opportunities, with specific links to literacy, particularly through
the drama, speaking and listening plans of the Renewed Primary Strategy. The scheme also includes
Circle Time games specially selected for their positive effect on the emotional well-being of the
child. The author, who is an Advanced Skills Teacher, spent two years developing the scheme of
work. Each lesson plan has been tried and tested in many schools and is steeped in excellent
primary practice. The scheme is designed to support the aims of the Every Child Matters agenda.
The plans are differentiated by year group and are set out in modules which each last for six weeks,
making the resource a manageable format for class teachers to use and an ideal solution to the
delivery of SEAL Primary.

don t let pigeon drive bus: The Oxford Companion to Children's Literature Daniel Hahn,
Michael Morpurgo, 2015 The last thirty years have witnessed one of the most fertile periods in the
history of children's books. A fascinating reference guide to the world of children's literature, this
volume covers every genre from fairy tales to chapbooks; school stories to science fiction; comics to
children's hymns

don t let pigeon drive bus: A Little Drama Lavinia Roberts, 2018-07-03 With more than 50
inquiry-based and child-centered activities and exercises, A Little Drama will help teachers
(including those with no theater experience of their own) develop the body, voice, mind, and heart of
young children. Use these activities to help children navigate daily transitions, to calm children
when it’s time to quiet, and to develop children’s creativity, sense of self, and social-emotional,
physical, and literacy skills (and have a lot of fun along the way).

don t let pigeon drive bus: Mo Willems Paula Morrow, 2015-01-01 Few author-illustrators
share Mo Willems[] keen insight into the minds of young children. Dubbed the Jmaster of the
doodle,[] Willems inspires his readers to laugh and think, and perhaps most importantly, to express
themselves creatively. Chronicling Willems[] life and development as an illustrator and storyteller,
this lively volume provides insight into his whimsical sensibility and demonstrates that hard work
can be fun if you love what you do. In line with Common Core Standards, text features, including
quick fact and vocabulary boxes, help readers quickly locate important information and allow them
to approach Willems[] works with new understanding and appreciation.
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