do the right thing spike lee

**Do the Right Thing Spike Lee: A Cinematic Masterpiece That Still Resonates
Today**

do the right thing spike lee isn’t just a phrase-it’s the title of one of the
most influential films ever made by the visionary director Spike Lee.
Released in 1989, this groundbreaking film delves into complex social issues
such as race, identity, and community tension, all set against the backdrop
of a hot summer day in Brooklyn. Spike Lee’s unique storytelling, combined
with his vibrant visual style and thought-provoking themes, makes *Do the
Right Thing* an enduring classic that continues to spark conversation decades
after its release.

The Birth of a Cultural Icon: Spike Lee’s *Do the
Right Thing*

Spike Lee was already making waves in the film industry before *Do the Right
Thing*, but this movie cemented his reputation as a bold and insightful
filmmaker. Unlike many films that shy away from controversial topics, Lee
confronts them head-on. The film explores racial dynamics in a Brooklyn
neighborhood, weaving together the lives of various characters with different
backgrounds and perspectives.

The story centers on Mookie, played by Lee himself, a young African-American
man working at Sal’s Pizzeria. As a scorching summer day unfolds, tensions
rise between the residents and the pizzeria owner, culminating in a powerful
and unforgettable climax. The narrative doesn’t offer easy answers, but it
challenges viewers to think deeply about prejudice, justice, and what it
truly means to "do the right thing."

Spike Lee’s Directorial Style: A Blend of Art and
Activism

One of the reasons *Do the Right Thing* remains so impactful is Spike Lee'’s
distinctive directorial approach. His use of color, music, and framing
enhances the emotional intensity of the film. The vibrant reds and yellows
reflect the sweltering heat and simmering anger throughout the neighborhood.
The soundtrack, featuring Public Enemy’s iconic “Fight the Power,”
underscores the film’'s themes of resistance and empowerment.

Lee’s decision to cast himself as Mookie adds a personal touch, making the
story feel authentic and grounded. The film employs dynamic camera work,
including close-ups and unusual angles, which helps immerse the audience in
the characters’ experiences. This artistic style combined with social



commentary is a hallmark of Lee’'s work and contributes to why *Do the Right
Thing* is studied and celebrated in film schools around the world.

Exploring Key Themes in *Do the Right Thing*

#### Race and Community Tensions

At its core, *Do the Right Thing* is a study of racial tensions. The film
doesn’t present a simplistic good-versus-evil narrative; instead, it portrays
characters with flaws and virtues, highlighting the complexity of racial
relationships. The neighborhood is a microcosm of America’s diverse but
divided society, where misunderstandings and prejudices simmer beneath the
surface.

#### The Question of Justice and Morality

The film’s title itself is a challenge to the audience: what does it mean to
do the right thing? Throughout the story, characters face moral dilemmas that
don’t have clear-cut answers. Mookie’s ultimate decision forces viewers to
grapple with their own beliefs about justice, retaliation, and community
responsibility.

#### The Power of Environment and Atmosphere

Spike Lee masterfully uses the setting—the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood-as
more than just a backdrop. The oppressive heat symbolizes rising tempers and
boiling points, making the setting almost a character in itself. This
environmental tension adds urgency and realism to the narrative.

Impact and Legacy of *Do the Right Thing*

#### Critical Acclaim and Audience Reception

Upon its release, *Do the Right Thing* received widespread critical acclaim.
It was praised for its daring subject matter and compelling performances. The
film was nominated for two Academy Awards and continues to be regarded as one
of the greatest American films ever made. Its honest portrayal of racial
issues sparked important conversations both in the film industry and society
at large.

#### Influence on Filmmaking and Popular Culture

Spike Lee’s work has inspired countless filmmakers to tackle social issues
with courage and creativity. The film’s bold narrative structure and
unapologetic voice opened doors for more diverse storytelling in Hollywood.
Beyond cinema, *Do the Right Thing* has permeated popular culture,
influencing music, theater, and even political discourse.



Why *Do the Right Thing* Remains Relevant Today

More than three decades after its debut, *Do the Right Thing* still resonates
because the issues it explores are far from resolved. Discussions about
systemic racism, police brutality, and community relations are as urgent now
as they were in 1989. The film serves as a powerful reminder of the ongoing
struggle for equality and justice.

Tips for Watching *Do the Right Thing* with a Fresh
Perspective

If you're revisiting *Do the Right Thing* or watching it for the first time,
here are some suggestions to deepen your appreciation:

- **Pay attention to the details:** Notice how color, music, and dialogue
work together to create mood and meaning.

- **Consider the historical context:** Understanding race relations in the
late 1980s enhances the film’s impact.

- **Reflect on the characters’ motivations:** Try to empathize with each
character’s perspective, even if you don’t agree with them.

- **Discuss the film:** Sharing your thoughts with others can reveal new
insights and interpretations.

Spike Lee and His Continued Advocacy Through Film

Spike Lee didn’t stop making socially conscious films after *Do the Right
Thing*. His later works, such as *Malcolm X*, *BlacKkKlansman*, and *Da 5
Bloods*, continue to explore themes of racial identity, history, and
activism. Lee’s career serves as a testament to the power of cinema as a tool
for social change.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of *Do the Right
Thing*

Spike Lee’s *Do the Right Thing* is more than just a film; it’s a cultural
milestone that challenges viewers to confront uncomfortable truths. Its
exploration of race, community, and morality remains as vital now as it was
over thirty years ago. By blending artistry with activism, Spike Lee created
a work that not only entertains but educates and inspires, urging us all to
consider what it truly means to do the right thing.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Spike Lee's 'Do the Right
Thing'?
The main theme of 'Do the Right Thing' is racial tension and social injustice

in an urban community, exploring how prejudice and misunderstandings can lead
to conflict.

When was 'Do the Right Thing' directed by Spike Lee
released?

‘Do the Right Thing' was released in 1989.

Who are the main characters in 'Do the Right Thing'?

The main characters include Mookie (played by Spike Lee), Sal (Danny Aiello),
Radio Raheem (Bill Nunn), and Da Mayor (0Ossie Davis).

How does Spike Lee use color and cinematography in
'Do the Right Thing'?

Spike Lee uses vibrant colors, especially reds and yellows, to heighten the
tension and heat of the Brooklyn summer setting, emphasizing the emotional
intensity and escalating conflict.

What is the significance of the title 'Do the Right
Thing'?
The title suggests the moral dilemma faced by characters in the film,

prompting viewers to consider what the 'right thing' is in complex social and
racial situations.

How did 'Do the Right Thing' impact discussions
about race in America?

The film sparked widespread conversations about race relations, police
brutality, and community dynamics, becoming an influential cultural work that
highlighted systemic issues still relevant today.

Why is 'Do the Right Thing' considered one of Spike
Lee's most important films?
It is considered one of his most important films because it boldly addresses

racial conflict and social issues with nuance and urgency, showcasing his
distinctive directorial style and storytelling.



Has 'Do the Right Thing' received any awards or
critical recognition?

Yes, 'Do the Right Thing' received critical acclaim, was nominated for two
Academy Awards, and is often cited as one of the greatest films ever made,
included in the National Film Registry for its cultural significance.

Additional Resources

Do the Right Thing Spike Lee: A Cinematic Examination of Race, Community, and
Moral Ambiguity

do the right thing spike lee stands as one of the most influential films in
American cinema, marking a pivotal moment in the exploration of racial
tensions and urban life. Directed by Spike Lee and released in 1989, this
film transcends its narrative to become a cultural artifact, provoking
discussions on race relations, social justice, and the complexities of human
behavior. As one delves into the layers of this groundbreaking work, it
becomes evident that Spike Lee’s approach to storytelling is both provocative
and nuanced, making "Do the Right Thing" a timeless piece for critical
analysis.

Contextualizing Do the Right Thing in Spike
Lee’s Oeuvre

Spike Lee, a filmmaker renowned for his unflinching portrayal of African
American life, crafted "Do the Right Thing" during a period marked by
heightened racial awareness in the United States. Unlike many contemporaries,
Lee chose not to shy away from conflict; instead, he embraced it, using his
film as a mirror reflecting societal fractures. The setting—Bedford-
Stuyvesant, Brooklyn—-serves not just as a backdrop but as an active element
of the narrative, embodying the diversity and tension that characterize urban
America.

This film arrived at a time when conversations about police brutality and
racial discrimination were gaining prominence, making it both timely and
daring. Its place in Spike Lee’s filmography is crucial, as it encapsulates
his commitment to social commentary through a blend of drama, humor, and
music, elements that have become hallmarks of his style.

In-Depth Analysis of Key Themes



Racial Tensions and Community Dynamics

At its core, "Do the Right Thing" explores the intricate web of relationships
within a racially diverse neighborhood. The interactions between various
ethnic groups—primarily African American and Italian American
communities—highlight both coexistence and conflict. Spike Lee does not offer
simplistic resolutions; instead, he presents characters with deeply human
flaws and virtues, forcing viewers to confront uncomfortable realities.

The film’s climax, an eruption of violence following a tragic incident
involving the police, underscores systemic issues such as institutional
racism and the consequences of unresolved grievances. This portrayal
resonates with real-life events, making the film a prescient commentary on
societal discord.

The Moral Ambiguity of “Doing the Right Thing”

The title itself poses an ethical question that permeates every scene: what
does it mean to "do the right thing"? Through the protagonist, Mookie, and
other characters, Spike Lee examines decisions made under pressure, where
right and wrong are not always clear-cut. The film challenges audiences to
consider perspective, motivation, and context when evaluating actions.

For instance, Mookie’s controversial decision in the film’s denouement sparks
debate about justice, responsibility, and survival. This ambiguity is
intentional, inviting ongoing discussion rather than prescribing a definitive
moral stance.

Stylistic Choices and Their Impact

Spike Lee’s directorial techniques in "Do the Right Thing" contribute
powerfully to the film’s message. The vibrant color palette—dominated by reds
and yellows—symbolizes heat, anger, and tension, effectively enhancing the
narrative’s emotional intensity. The use of music, especially Public Enemy’s
“Fight the Power,” amplifies the film’s themes of resistance and empowerment.

Moreover, Lee’s innovative camera work, including the use of dynamic angles
and close-ups, draws viewers intimately into the neighborhood’s pulse. These

stylistic elements are not mere aesthetic choices but integral components
that elevate the storytelling.

Character Analysis and Performances

The ensemble cast is pivotal in bringing authenticity and complexity to the



film. Lee himself stars as Mookie, a pizza delivery man whose internal
conflict mirrors the community’s broader struggles. Other characters, such as
Radio Raheem and Sal, represent different facets of the cultural mosaic and
the tensions therein.

The performances are layered and compelling, avoiding caricatures despite the
film’s heightened dramatic tone. This depth allows for multifaceted
interpretations and contributes to the film’s enduring relevance.

Notable Characters:

e Mookie: A young Black man caught between loyalty to his employer and
solidarity with his community.

e Sal: The Italian-American pizzeria owner whose establishment becomes a
symbolic battleground.

e Radio Raheem: A towering figure who embodies resistance and the potency
of cultural expression through his boombox and “love/hate” monologue.

Comparative Perspectives: Do the Right Thing
and Contemporary Social Films

When examining "Do the Right Thing" alongside other films addressing racial
and social issues, its distinctiveness becomes apparent. Unlike films that
approach race relations with a heavy-handed or didactic tone, Spike Lee’s
work embraces complexity and ambiguity. It neither demonizes nor idealizes
its characters, offering instead a mosaic of human experiences.

Comparatively, movies such as "Mississippi Burning" (1988) focus on external
investigations of racial violence, while "Do the Right Thing" internalizes
conflict within the community, highlighting the nuanced interpersonal
dynamics. This approach aligns with Spike Lee’s broader mission to portray
African American life from an insider perspective.

Impact on Subsequent Filmmaking and Cultural
Discourse

"Do the Right Thing" has influenced countless filmmakers and remains a
reference point in discussions about race and cinema. Its critical acclaim,
including an Academy Award nomination for Best Original Screenplay, and its
enduring presence in academic curricula underscore its significance.



The film’s ability to provoke dialogue decades after its release speaks to
Spike Lee’'s craftsmanship and the universality of the issues it addresses. It
also set a precedent for socially conscious filmmaking that balances artistry
with activism.

Pros and Cons of the Film’'s Approach

e Pros:
o Provokes critical conversations about race and justice.
o Rich character development avoids stereotypes.
o Innovative use of music and visual style enhances emotional impact.

o Maintains relevance across different eras and social contexts.

e Cons:
o Some viewers may find the film’s ending ambiguous or unsettling.

o The intense focus on conflict might overshadow moments of community
solidarity.

o Its raw depiction of racial tension may challenge or alienate
certain audiences.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

More than three decades after its release, "Do the Right Thing" remains a
vital cultural touchstone. It is frequently revisited in light of ongoing
debates about systemic racism, police violence, and social equity. Spike
Lee’s film invites audiences not only to witness but to engage actively with
difficult questions—making it not just a movie, but a call to reflection and
action.

In an era where media often simplifies complex social issues, "Do the Right
Thing" stands out for its refusal to provide easy answers. Instead, it
compels viewers to grapple with the messy realities of human coexistence,
reminding us that the choices we make—whether to escalate conflict or seek



understanding—carry profound consequences.

Do The Right Thing Spike Lee

do the right thing spike lee: Do the Right Thing Spike Lee, Lisa Jones, 1989 The phenomenon
of Spike Lee continues with this revealing and engaging look at his outstanding career, his creative
process, and the screenplay for his dynamic movie Do The Right Thing. Spike Lee burst full formed
into the screen world with his award-winning, commercially successful independent film She's Gotta
Have It. In the few short years following this stellar debut he has established himself as a force to be
reckoned with in the film industry and in American popular culture. This book reveals Spike Lee as a
Hollywood iconoclast and gifted visionary and takes us though the dramatic sequence of events that
brought the movie Do The Right Thing to fruition. It is a testimonial to his developing genius, written
in the stingingly funny and informed language of Spike Lee.

do the right thing spike lee: Do the Right Thing Ed Guerrero, 2020-05-14 Spike Lee's Do
The Right Thing (1989) is one of the most popular and celebrated examples of the African-American
new black film wave. Set during the hottest day of a hot summer in New York City, the film's
ensemble cast, including Lee himself, brilliantly play out the edgy negotiations and dramas of a
racially and culturally diverse working-class Brooklyn neighborhood. Contrary to Hollywood's
markedly cautious treatment of 'race' and its confinement to the South and the past, Do The Right
Thing offers a nuanced portrayal of black urban life.From hip-hop fashions, Afrocentric colors and
rap music, to police brutality, gentrification, non-white immigration, de-industrialization and
joblessness, Do The Right Thing depicts it all, from a contemporary, African-American point of view.
In his insightful study of the film, Ed Guerrero discusses how it epitomizes Spike Lee's powerful
impact on the representation of race and difference in America, the progress of black film-making
and the rise of multicultural voices in the media. This new edition includes a foreword by the author
reflecting on Lee's subsequent film-making career and on an America in which African-Americans
still contend with racial discrimination and police brutality. Guerrero emphasizes Lee's especially
timely understanding of black film-making as a complex act, mixing the skills of art, politics, and
business in order to fashion a creative practice that confronts institutional discrimination and power
relations head on.

do the right thing spike lee: Spike Lee: Do the Right Thing Spike Lee, Jason Matloff,
2014-06-15 An unprecedented insider's look at one of cinema's landmark works and the lasting
effect it still has on our culture, this oral and visual history of Do the Right Thing--celebrating the
movie's 20th anniversary--is told entirely by those who starred in and worked on the film.

do the right thing spike lee: Spike Lee's Do the Right Thing Mark A. Reid, 1997-05-13 A
collection of essays on Spike Lee's Do the Right Thing.

do the right thing spike lee: New York Magazine , 1989-07-31 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

do the right thing spike lee: Closely Watched Films Marilyn Fabe, 2014-11-24 How do films
work? How do they tell a story? How do they move us and make us think? Through detailed
examinations of passages from classic films, Marilyn Fabe supplies the analytic tools and
background in film history and theory to enable us to see more in every film we watch. Ranging from
D. W. Griffith's The Birth of a Nation to James Cameron’s Avatar, and ending with an epilogue on
digital media, Closely Watched Films focuses on exemplary works of fourteen film directors whose


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-188/do-the-right-thing-spike-lee.pdf

careers together span the history of the narrative film. Lively and down-to-earth, this concise
introduction provides a broad, complete, and yet specific picture of visual narrative techniques that
will increase readers' excitement about and knowledge of the possibilities of the film medium.
Shot-by-shot analyses of short passages from each film ground theory in concrete examples. Fabe
includes original and well-informed discussions of Soviet montage, realism and expressionism in film
form, classical and modern sound theory, the classic Hollywood film, Italian neorealism, the French
New Wave, auteur theory, modernism and postmodernism in film, political cinema, feminist film
theory and practice, and narrative experiments in new digital media. Encompassing the earliest
silent films as well as those that exploit the most recent technological innovations, this book gives us
the particulars of how film—arguably the most influential of contemporary forms of
representation—constitutes our pleasure, influences our thoughts, and informs our daily reality.
Updated to include a discussion of 3-D and advanced special effects, this tenth anniversary edition is
an essential film studies text for students and professors alike.

do the right thing spike lee: New York Magazine , 1989-06-26 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

do the right thing spike lee: Jet , 1989-07-10 The weekly source of African American political
and entertainment news.

do the right thing spike lee: Do the right thing Stefan Volk, 2001

do the right thing spike lee: A “ALong, Long Way Greg Garrett, 2020-05-04 The American
cinema is one of the great myth-making machines of the last century and has been used to craft
defining narratives of race. Films like Birth of a Nation and Gone with the Wind have promoted
racist stereotypes and films like Get Out and BlacKkKlansman have worked to tear those same
stereotypes down. Greg Garrett's new book suggests that looking to religious traditions can help us
discern and correct our national narratives of race and ultimately lead to reconciliation in a
meaningful and lasting way.

do the right thing spike lee: New York Magazine , 1989-07-17 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

do the right thing spike lee: Legacies of Lynching Jonathan Markovitz, 2004 Between 1880
and 1930, thousands of African Americans were lynched in the United States. Beyond the horrific
violence inflicted on these individuals, lynching terrorized whole communities and became a defining
characteristic of Southern race relations in the Jim Crow era. As spectacle, lynching was intended to
serve as a symbol of white supremacy. Yet, Jonathan Markovitz notes, the act's symbolic power has
endured long after the practice of lynching has largely faded away.Legacies of Lynching examines
the evolution of lynching as a symbol of racial hatred and a metaphor for race relations in popular
culture, art, literature, and political speech. Markovitz credits the efforts of the antilynching
movement with helping to ensure that lynching would be understood not as a method of punishment
for black rapists but as a terrorist practice that provided stark evidence of the brutality of Southern
racism and as America's most vivid symbol of racial oppression. Cinematic representations of
lynching, from Birth of a Nation to Do the Right Thing, he contends, further transform the ways that
American audiences remember and understand lynching, as have disturbing recent cases in which
alleged or actual acts of racial violence reconfigured stereotypes of black criminality. Markovitz
further reveals how lynching imagery has been politicized in contemporary society with the example
of Clarence Thomas, who condemned the Senate's investigation into allegations of sexual



harassment during his Supreme Court confirmation hearings as a high-tech lynching.Even today, as
revealed by the 1998 dragging death of James Byrd in Jasper, Texas, and the national soul-searching
it precipitated, lynching continues to pervade America's collective memory. Markovitz concludes
with an analysis of debates about a recent exhibition of photographs of lynchings, suggesting again
how lynching as metaphor remains always in the background of our national discussions of race and
racial relations.Jonathan Markovitz is a lecturer in sociology at the University of California, San
Diego.

do the right thing spike lee: New York Magazine , 1989-06-26 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

do the right thing spike lee: The Encyclopedia of Sexism in American Films Salvador Jiménez
Murguia, Erica Joan Dymond, Kristina Fennelly, 2019-11-29 The treatment—and mistreatment—of
women throughout history continues to be a necessary topic of discussion, in order for progress to
be made and equality to be achieved. While current articles and books expose troubling truths of the
gender divide, modern cinema continues to provide problematic depictions of such behavior—with a
few heartening exceptions. The Encyclopedia of Sexism in American Films closely examines the
many, pervasive forms of sexism in contemporary productions—from clueless comedies to superhero
blockbusters. In more than 130 entries, this volume explores a number of cinematic grievances
including: the objectification of women'’s bodies the limited character types available for female
performersthe lack of sexual diversity on the screen the limited range of desirable traits for female
performers the use of gratuitous sexthe narrow focus on heteronormative depictions of courtship
and romance The films discussed here include As Good as It Gets (1999), Beauty and The Beast
(2017), The Devil Wears Prada (2006), Do the Right Thing (1989), Easy A (2010), The Forty-Year-Old
Virgin (2005), Hidden Figures (2016), Lost in Translation (2003), Mulholland Drive (2001),
Showgirls (1995), The Silence of the Lambs (1991), Star Wars (1977), Thelma & Louise (1991),
Tootsie (1982), The Witches of Eastwick (1987), and 9 to 5 (1980). By digging deeply into more
insidious forms of sexual/gender discrimination, this book illuminates one more aspect of women's
lives that deserves to be understood. Offering insights and analysis from more than fifty
contributors, The Encyclopedia of Sexism in American Films will appeal to scholars of cinema,
gender studies, women'’s studies, and cultural history.

do the right thing spike lee: Mother Jones Magazine , 1989-09 Mother Jones is an
award-winning national magazine widely respected for its groundbreaking investigative reporting
and coverage of sustainability and environmental issues.

do the right thing spike lee: I Sing the Body Politic Peter Swirski, 2009-09-01 A critical
investigation of the dead ends, dead metaphors, dead bodies, and other historical constants of
American politics.

do the right thing spike lee: What Is Film Theory? Richard Rushton, Gary Bettinson,
2010-02-16 ...[A]uthoritative, always engaged, and grounded in the detailed study of well chosen
films. This is an exceptionally useful introduction, and good to read. Professor James Donald, The
University of New South Wales, Australia This engaging and accessible book explores major debates
in contemporary film theory, providing a detailed introduction to the central arguments advanced by
film theorists since the 1960s. What is Film Theory? outlines the discipline's key theoretical
concepts, perspectives, and traditions, and critically examines the assertions posited by exemplary
film theorists and philosophers of film. A step-by-step approach to these issues guides the reader
through the central topics of film theory. Beginning with a discussion of structuralism and semiotics,
and moving through debates on psychoanalysis, feminism, Screen theory, and cultural studies, the
authors then examine the perspectives of 'post-theory’, cognitivism, and historical poetics, as well as
recent developments such as audience research and the ‘cinema of attractions'. Analysis of the major



theories is supported with detailed and wide-ranging case studies of particular films, including
Singin' in the Rain, The Searchers, Tout va bien, Jaws, Do the Right Thing, Brokeback Mountain, and
Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street. These case studies are accompanied by a series
of illustrative film and production stills. What is Film Theory? is indispensable reading for all
students of Film and Media Studies, as well as for general readers interested in the debates which
have defined film theory.

do the right thing spike lee: Jet , 1990-04-16 The weekly source of African American political
and entertainment news.

do the right thing spike lee: Thinking While Black: Translating the Politics and Popular
Culture of a Rebel Generation Daniel McNeil, 2022-09-27 This uniquely interdisciplinary study of
Black cultural critics Armond White and Paul Gilroy spans continents and decades of rebellion and
revolution. Drawing on an eclectic mix of archival research, politics, film theory, and pop culture,
Daniel McNeil examines two of the most celebrated and controversial Black thinkers working today.
Thinking While Black takes us on a transatlantic journey through the radical movements that rocked
against racism in 1970s Detroit and Birmingham, the rhythms of everyday life in 1980s London and
New York, and the hype and hostility generated by Oscar-winning films like 12 Years a Slave. The
lives and careers of White and Gilroy—along with creative contemporaries of the post-civil rights era
such as Bob Marley, Toni Morrison, Stuart Hall, and Pauline Kael—should matter to anyone who
craves deeper and fresher thinking about cultural industries, racism, nationalism, belonging, and
identity.

do the right thing spike lee: Do the right thing , 1989
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