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Cambridge History of China: A Definitive Journey Through Chinese Civilization

cambridge history of china stands as one of the most comprehensive and scholarly endeavors to
chronicle the vast and intricate history of one of the world’s oldest continuous civilizations. Anyone
intrigued by China’s rich tapestry—from its ancient dynasties and philosophical traditions to its
modern transformations—will find this multi-volume series an indispensable resource. But what
exactly makes the Cambridge History of China so remarkable? Let’s dive deeper into its significance,
structure, and the unique insights it offers.

What is the Cambridge History of China?

At its core, the Cambridge History of China is an ambitious academic project published by Cambridge
University Press. It comprises multiple volumes, each dedicated to a specific era or theme in Chinese
history. Unlike typical history books that might focus on narrative or selective events, this series
delves into political developments, social changes, economic patterns, cultural achievements, and
even intellectual history with meticulous detail.

The project began in the late 20th century and has since become a cornerstone reference for
historians, students, and anyone fascinated by China’s past. Edited by leading scholars in Asian
studies, it brings together a plethora of experts to ensure every volume maintains scholarly rigor
while remaining accessible.

Scope and Coverage

The Cambridge History of China covers a timeline from prehistoric times through to the modern era.
Its volumes are typically divided chronologically but also explore thematic concerns such as the
evolution of Confucianism, the impact of foreign influence, and the transition from imperial rule to the
republic and then communist governance.

Some of the key historical periods covered include:

Ancient China and early dynasties (Xia, Shang, Zhou)

The imperial age, including Qin, Han, Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties

The Republican period and encounters with Western powers

The rise of communism and the People’s Republic of China

This expansive scope makes the series a go-to reference for anyone trying to understand how past
events shaped contemporary China.



The Unique Approach of the Cambridge History of
China

What sets the Cambridge History of China apart from other historical texts? It’s the blend of scholarly
depth and multidisciplinary perspectives. Each volume doesn’t just recount events but analyzes the
underlying social, economic, and cultural forces that influenced those events.

Interdisciplinary Insights

Historians contributing to the series often incorporate archaeology, anthropology, linguistics, and art
history to provide a richer narrative. For instance, when discussing the Han dynasty, the volumes
explore not only political achievements but also technological innovations, trade routes like the Silk
Road, and Confucian philosophy’s role in shaping governance.

Balancing Western and Chinese Perspectives

Another notable feature is the balance between Western academic viewpoints and traditional Chinese
scholarship. This dual lens helps readers appreciate how interpretations of history can vary based on
cultural context and historical methodology. It also allows for a more nuanced understanding of
contentious issues such as the Opium Wars or the fall of the Qing dynasty.

How the Cambridge History of China Enhances
Understanding of Chinese Civilization

For readers new to Chinese history, the Cambridge History of China offers a structured and
authoritative introduction to the complexities of the civilization. For experts, it serves as a rich
repository of facts, interpretations, and bibliographic resources.

Exploring Dynastic Changes and Political Evolution

One of the core themes throughout the volumes is the examination of dynastic change. The series
carefully traces the rise and fall of ruling houses, exploring causes such as internal strife, external
invasions, economic shifts, and ideological transformations. This approach helps clarify how China’s
political landscape evolved over millennia.

Understanding Cultural and Intellectual Developments

China’s history is not just about rulers and wars; it is also a story of profound philosophical and
cultural achievements. The Cambridge History of China delves into Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism,



literature, and art, offering readers an appreciation for how these elements influenced society and
governance.

Economic and Social History

Often overlooked in general history books, the economic and social dimensions receive rigorous
treatment here. Discussions include agrarian structures, trade networks, urbanization, demographic
changes, and class dynamics. For instance, the transformation of China’s economy during the Song
dynasty with the rise of markets and commerce is analyzed in depth.

Why Scholars and Students Rely on the Cambridge
History of China

If you’re a student or researcher of East Asian history, the Cambridge History of China is more than
just a book—it’s a key to unlocking complex historical narratives.

Authoritative and Up-to-Date Scholarship

Scholars appreciate that the volumes are written and edited by experts actively engaged in research.
This ensures that the content reflects the latest archaeological discoveries, historiographical debates,
and theoretical approaches.

Extensive Bibliographies and References

Each chapter provides detailed references and suggestions for further reading, making it easier for
researchers to follow up on specific topics or verify sources.

Comprehensive yet Accessible

Despite its academic rigor, the writing style aims to be clear and engaging, avoiding overly technical
jargon. This makes it suitable for both advanced readers and motivated general audiences.

Tips for Navigating the Cambridge History of China

Given the sheer volume and depth of the series, diving straight into all volumes might feel
overwhelming. Here are some tips to get the most out of this resource:



Identify your area of interest: Whether you’re curious about ancient dynasties, economic
history, or modern political changes, start with the volume that matches your focus.

Use the bibliographies: The extensive references can guide you to more specialized studies
or primary sources.

Supplement with other materials: Pair your reading with maps, timelines, and
documentaries to visualize historical contexts better.

Take notes on recurring themes: Concepts like Confucianism, imperial bureaucracy, or the
role of foreign relations often appear across volumes and are key to understanding Chinese
history as a whole.

Impact of the Cambridge History of China on Modern
Understanding

In recent decades, as China’s global influence has surged, understanding its history has taken on
renewed importance. The Cambridge History of China helps demystify many aspects of China’s past
that are often simplified or misunderstood in popular discourse.

By presenting a balanced, deeply researched narrative, the series fosters a more nuanced
appreciation not just of China’s historical achievements but also of its challenges and transformations.
This kind of informed perspective is invaluable in academic circles, policy discussions, and cultural
exchanges.

---

Exploring the Cambridge History of China is like embarking on a grand intellectual adventure through
time. Whether you’re captivated by the grandeur of imperial courts, the philosophies that shaped
societies, or the economic shifts that paved the way to modernity, this series offers a thorough and
engaging guide. For anyone eager to understand the layers that compose China’s vast history, it
remains an unmatched scholarly companion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Cambridge History of China?
The Cambridge History of China is a comprehensive multi-volume scholarly work that covers the
history of China from its earliest times to the 20th century, published by Cambridge University Press.

How many volumes are there in the Cambridge History of



China series?
The Cambridge History of China series currently consists of 15 volumes, each covering different
periods and themes in Chinese history.

Who are the editors of the Cambridge History of China?
The series has been edited by several prominent historians, including Denis Twitchett and John K.
Fairbank, who are well-known for their expertise in Chinese history.

What time periods does the Cambridge History of China
cover?
The series covers Chinese history from ancient times through the Qing dynasty and into the early
20th century, providing detailed analysis of political, social, economic, and cultural developments.

Is the Cambridge History of China suitable for beginners?
While the series is highly detailed and scholarly, it is primarily aimed at advanced students and
researchers. However, motivated beginners can benefit from it with some background knowledge.

Where can I access or purchase the Cambridge History of
China?
The volumes can be purchased from academic book retailers and online platforms such as Cambridge
University Press website, Amazon, and other major bookstores. Some university libraries also provide
access to digital or physical copies.

How is the Cambridge History of China different from other
Chinese history books?
The Cambridge History of China is distinguished by its comprehensive scope, scholarly rigor, and
contributions from leading experts, offering in-depth coverage and extensive bibliographies not found
in general history books.

Are there digital versions of the Cambridge History of China
available?
Yes, digital versions of the Cambridge History of China are available through Cambridge University
Press’s online platform and some academic databases, often accessible via institutional subscriptions.

Additional Resources
Cambridge History of China: A Definitive Scholarly Resource on Chinese Civilization

cambridge history of china stands as a monumental academic achievement, offering one of the



most comprehensive and authoritative surveys of Chinese history ever compiled. This multi-volume
series, published by Cambridge University Press, has become an indispensable resource for
historians, scholars, and students who seek a deep and nuanced understanding of China’s vast
historical tapestry. Its meticulous approach to chronicling Chinese civilization covers a broad
chronological span, from ancient times through the modern era, blending political, social, cultural, and
economic perspectives.

The Scope and Significance of the Cambridge History of
China

The Cambridge History of China is not merely a history book series; it is an encyclopedic collection of
scholarship that synthesizes decades of research from leading experts worldwide. Its significance lies
in the breadth and depth of the topics it covers, including imperial dynasties, philosophical
developments, foreign relations, and internal reforms. The series is recognized for its scholarly rigor
and balanced treatment of complex historical events, avoiding simplistic narratives.

The range of volumes covers:

Ancient and early imperial China, including the Qin and Han dynasties

The flourishing of culture and power during the Tang and Song periods

The Mongol-led Yuan dynasty and its impact on Chinese society

The Ming dynasty’s consolidation of power and cultural achievements

The Qing dynasty’s expansion, decline, and encounters with Western imperialism

The Republican era and the transition to modern China

This chronological progression allows readers to track continuities and transformations within Chinese
history, providing context for understanding contemporary China’s position in the world.

Editorial Approach and Scholarly Contributions

The editorial framework of the Cambridge History of China series is characterized by its collaborative
nature. Each volume is edited by distinguished historians specializing in the respective periods,
ensuring that the content reflects the latest academic consensus and debates. Contributors are
carefully selected, drawing from a global pool of sinologists and historians, which enriches the
narrative by incorporating diverse viewpoints.

This scholarly collaboration results in several key features:



Comprehensive coverage: Detailed examination of political events, social structures,1.
economic systems, cultural movements, and intellectual trends.

Critical historiography: Discussions often include historiographical debates, highlighting how2.
interpretations of events have evolved over time.

Integration of primary sources: The series frequently references original documents,3.
inscriptions, and archaeological findings.

Interdisciplinary perspectives: Contributions from anthropology, archaeology, art history,4.
and religious studies provide a multifaceted view.

The combination of these elements enhances the academic value of the Cambridge History of China,
positioning it as a standard reference in the field.

Comparing Cambridge History of China with Other Historical
Series

When assessing the Cambridge History of China in relation to other historical compilations, several
factors emerge:

Depth vs. Accessibility: While the series is dense and scholarly, it may pose challenges for
casual readers compared to more popular histories. However, this depth is precisely what
makes it invaluable for in-depth research.

Scope: Unlike some histories that focus on narrower periods or specific themes, the Cambridge
History of China adopts an encyclopedic approach, covering a wide temporal and thematic
range.

Academic Authority: Published by Cambridge University Press and authored by leading
experts, the series holds higher academic prestige than many competitors.

Exploring Key Themes within the Cambridge History of
China

One of the most compelling aspects of the Cambridge History of China is how it explores recurring
themes that have shaped Chinese history:



Dynastic Cycles and Political Authority

The series delves deeply into the rise and fall of Chinese dynasties, analyzing the cyclical nature of
imperial governance. It examines how legitimacy was constructed through Confucian ideology and
how rulers responded to internal dissent and external threats. The detailed accounts of bureaucratic
institutions and legal frameworks provide insights into the mechanisms that sustained or undermined
dynastic stability.

Cultural and Intellectual Traditions

Beyond political history, the Cambridge History of China dedicates substantial attention to
philosophical schools such as Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism, tracing their influence on
governance, ethics, and society. The interaction between cultural flourishing and political power is a
recurring focus, highlighting how art, literature, and education evolved alongside imperial ambitions.

Economic Development and Trade

Economic history is another pivotal theme. The series covers agricultural practices, technological
innovations, urbanization, and market dynamics. It also details China’s role in regional and global
trade networks, including the Silk Road and maritime commerce, offering perspectives on economic
interdependence and globalization well before the modern era.

Foreign Relations and Imperialism

The Cambridge History of China critically examines China’s encounters with nomadic tribes,
neighboring states, and Western powers. This includes the examination of treaties, wars, and
diplomatic missions. The analysis of the Opium Wars, the Taiping Rebellion, and the eventual fall of
the Qing dynasty contextualizes China’s turbulent transition into the 20th century.

Utility for Researchers, Educators, and Enthusiasts

The Cambridge History of China serves multiple audiences:

Researchers: Its exhaustive bibliographies and critical essays provide a starting point for
specialized studies.

Educators: The series can form the backbone of advanced university courses in Chinese
history and Asian studies.

History Enthusiasts: Those with a serious interest in China will find the series an unparalleled
resource for understanding the complexities of Chinese civilization.



While its academic density might deter casual readers, the series compensates with its authoritative
content, making it a valuable investment for serious study.

Accessibility and Format

Originally published in print, the Cambridge History of China has increasingly become available in
digital formats, facilitating easier access and searchability. This transition aligns with the needs of
modern scholars who require quick referencing and cross-volume comparison. Moreover, Cambridge
University Press has ensured that updates and new research are integrated into subsequent editions,
maintaining the series’ relevance.

Challenges and Critiques

No scholarly project is without limitations, and the Cambridge History of China has faced certain
critiques. Some scholars point to the challenge of maintaining balanced perspectives across multiple
volumes authored by different experts, which can lead to variations in interpretation or emphasis.
Additionally, the complexity and length of the series may intimidate newcomers to Chinese history.

Despite these concerns, the series’ commitment to academic integrity and comprehensive coverage
generally outweighs such drawbacks, solidifying its reputation in sinology.

The Cambridge History of China remains a cornerstone in the study of one of the world’s oldest
continuous civilizations, offering unparalleled insights into the forces that have shaped China’s past
and continue to influence its future. Through its scholarly rigor and expansive narrative, it invites
readers to explore the intricate layers of history that define this vast and dynamic nation.

Cambridge History Of China

  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 1, The Ch'in and Han
Empires, 221 BC-AD 220 Denis Crispin Twitchett, John King Fairbank, 1978 The Cambridge history
of China / general editors Denis Twitchett ... -- v. 13
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China Denis Crispin Twitchett, John
King Fairbank, 1978 International scholars and sinologists discuss culture, economic growth, social
change, political processes, and foreign influences in China since the earliest pre-dynastic period.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 1, The Ch'in and
Han Empires, 221 BC-AD 220 Denis Twitchett, Michael Loewe, 1986-12-26 This volume begins
the historical coverage of The Cambridge History of China with the establishment of the Ch'in
empire in 221 BC and ends with the abdication of the last Han emperor in AD 220. Spanning four
centuries, this period witnessed major evolutionary changes in almost every aspect of China's
development, being particularly notable for the emergence and growth of a centralized
administration and imperial government. Leading historians from Asia, Europe, and America have
contributed chapters that convey a realistic impression of significant political, economic, intellectual,
religious, and social developments, and of the contacts that the Chinese made with other peoples at
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this time. As the book is intended for the general reader as well as the specialist, technical details
are given in both Chinese terms and English equivalents. References lead to primary sources and
their translations and to secondary writings in European languages as well as Chinese and Japanese.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 7, The Ming Dynasty,
1368-1644, Part 1 Frederick W. Mote, Denis Twitchett, 1988-02-26 This volume in the authoritative
Cambridge History of China is devoted to the history of the Ming dynasty, with some account of the
three decades before the dynasty's formal establishment, and of the Ming Courts, which survived in
South China for a generation after 1644. Volume 7 deals primarily with political developments of the
period, but it also incorporates background in social, economic, and cultural history where this is
relevant to the course of events. The Ming period is the only segment of later imperial history during
which all of China proper was ruled by a native, or Han dynasty. The success of the Chinese in
regaining control over their own government is an important event in history, and the Ming dynasty
thus has been regarded, both in Ming times and even more so in this century, as an era of Chinese
resurgence. The volume provides the largest and most detailed account of the Ming period in any
language. Summarizing all modern research in Chinese, Japanese, and Western languages, the
authors have gone far beyond a summary of the state of the field, but have incorporated original
research on subjects that have never before been described in detail. Volume 7 will be followed by a
topical volume of Ming history (Volume 8) that will offer detailed studies of institutional changes,
international relations, social and economic history, and the history of ideas and of religion.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of Ancient China Michael Loewe,
Edward L. Shaughnessy, 1999-03-13 The Cambridge History of Ancient China provides a survey of
the cultural history of pre-imperial China. Fourteen leading specialists on early Chinese history and
archaeology cover more than one thousand years. There are two chapters for each time-period -
Shang, Western Zhou, Spring and Autumn, and Warring States: one on institutional history, based
on both traditional and palaeographic literature, and one on material culture, based on
archaeological evidence. There are also chapters on the Neolithic background, language, intellectual
history, relations with Central Asia, and the debts of both the Qin and Han empires to these earlier
time-periods. Although written by specialists, this Cambridge history aims to explain and describe
pre-imperial China to an audience that will include scholars and students, as well as general readers
without specialized knowledge of Chinese history. It can be consulted as a work of reference, or read
continuously, alone or as part of The Cambridge History of China series.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 9, The Ch'ing Dynasty
to 1800, Part 2 Willard J. Peterson, 2016-04-07 Volume 9, Part 2 of The Cambridge History of China
is the second of two volumes which together explore the political, social and economic developments
of the Ch'ing Empire during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries prior to the arrival of Western
military power. Across fifteen chapters, a team of leading historians explore how the eighteenth
century's greatest contiguous empire in terms of geographical size, population, wealth, cultural
production, political order and military domination peaked and then began to unravel. The book
sheds new light on the changing systems deployed under the Ch'ing dynasty to govern its large,
multi-ethnic Empire and surveys the dynasty's complex relations with neighbouring states and
Europe. In this compelling and authoritative account of a significant era of early modern Chinese
history, the volume illustrates the ever-changing nature of the Ch'ing Empire, and provides context
for the unforeseeable challenges that the nineteenth century would bring.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge Illustrated History of China Patricia Buckley
Ebrey, 2010-01-25 In this sumptuously illustrated history, now in its second edition, Patricia Buckley
Ebrey traces the origins of Chinese culture from prehistoric times to the present.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 5, Sung China,
960–1279 AD, Part 2 John W. Chaffee, Denis Twitchett, 2015-03-05 This is the second of two
volumes on the Sung Dynasty, which together provide a comprehensive history of China from the fall
of the T'ang Dynasty in 907 to the Mongol conquest of the Southern Sung in 1279. With
contributions from leading historians in the field, Volume 5, Part Two paints a complex portrait of a



dynasty beset by problems and contradictions, but one which, despite its military and geopolitical
weakness, was nevertheless economically powerful, culturally brilliant, socially fluid and the most
populous of any empire in global history to that point. In this much anticipated addition to the series,
the authors survey key themes across ten chapters, including government, economy, society,
religion, and thought to provide an authoritative and topical treatment of a profound and significant
period in Chinese history.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 8, The Ming
Dynasty Denis C. Twitchett, Frederick W. Mote, 1998-01-28 Volumes Seven and Eight of The
Cambridge History of China are devoted to the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), providing the largest and
most detailed account in any language. Summarizing all modern research, Volume Eight offers
detailed studies of governmental structure, the fiscal and legal systems, international relations,
social and economic history, transportation networks, and the history of ideas and religion. Although
written by specialists, these volumes intend to explain and describe the Ming period to general
readers without a specialized knowledge of Chinese history, as well as scholars and students.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 6, Alien Regimes
and Border States, 907-1368 Denis C. Twitchett, Herbert Franke, John King Fairbank, 1978 This
volume covers the Khitan dynasty of Liao; the Tangut state of Hsi Hsia; the Jurchen empire of Chin;
and the Mongolian Yüan dynasty.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 9, The Ch'ing Dynasty
to 1800 Willard J. Peterson, 2018-03-15 Volume 9, Part 2 of The Cambridge History of China is the
second of two volumes which together explore the political, social and economic developments of the
Ch'ing Empire during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries prior to the arrival of Western
military power. Across fifteen chapters, a team of leading historians explore how the eighteenth
century's greatest contiguous empire in terms of geographical size, population, wealth, cultural
production, political order and military domination peaked and then began to unravel. The book
sheds new light on the changing systems deployed under the Ch'ing dynasty to govern its large,
multi-ethnic Empire and surveys the dynasty's complex relations with neighbouring states and
Europe. In this compelling and authoritative account of a significant era of early modern Chinese
history, the volume illustrates the ever-changing nature of the Ch'ing Empire, and provides context
for the unforeseeable challenges that the nineteenth century would bring.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 2, The Six
Dynasties, 220–589 Albert E. Dien, Keith N. Knapp, 2019-11-07 The Six Dynasties Period (220–589
CE) is one of the most complex in Chinese history. Written by leading scholars from across the
globe, the essays in this volume cover nearly every aspect of the period, including politics, foreign
relations, warfare, agriculture, gender, art, philosophy, material culture, local society, and music.
While acknowledging the era's political chaos, these essays indicate that this was a transformative
period when Chinese culture was significantly changed and enriched by foreign peoples and ideas. It
was also a time when history and literature became recognized as independent subjects and religion
was transformed by the domestication of Buddhism and the formation of organized Daoism. Many of
the trends that shaped the rest of imperial China's history have their origins in this era, such as the
commercial vibrancy of southern China, the separation of history and literature from classical
studies, and the growing importance of women in politics and religion.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 5, Sung China,
960-1279 AD John W. Chaffee, Denis Twitchett, 2015-03-11 This is the second of two volumes on the
Sung Dynasty, which together provide a comprehensive history of China from the fall of the T'ang
Dynasty in 907 to the Mongol conquest of the Southern Sung in 1279. With contributions from
leading historians in the field, Volume 5, Part Two paints a complex portrait of a dynasty beset by
problems and contradictions, but one which, despite its military and geopolitical weakness, was
nevertheless economically powerful, culturally brilliant, socially fluid and the most populous of any
empire in global history to that point. In this much anticipated addition to the series, the authors
survey key themes across ten chapters, including government, economy, society, religion, and



thought to provide an authoritative and topical treatment of a profound and significant period in
Chinese history.
  cambridge history of china: Cambridge History of China John K. Fairbank, Denis Twitchett,
1998 This volume of the Cambridge History of China considers the political, military, social, and
economic developments of the Ch'ing empire to 1800. The period begins with the end of the
resurgent Ming dynasty, covered in volumes 7 and 8, and ends with the beginning of the collapse of
the imperial system in the nineteenth century, described in volume 10. Taken together, the ten
chapters elucidate the complexities of the dynamic interactions between emperors and their
servitors, between Manchus and non-Manchu populations, between various elite groups, between
competing regional interests, between merchant networks and agricultural producers, between rural
and urban interests, and, at work among all these tensions, between the old and new. This volume
presents the changes underway in this period prior to the advent of Western imperialist military
power.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 11, Late Ch'ing,
1800-1911 John K. Fairbank, Kwang-Ching Liu, 2008-03-28 This is the second of two volumes in this
major Cambridge history dealing with the gradual decline of the Ch'ing empire in China (the first
was volume 10). Volume 11 surveys the persistence and deterioration of the old order in China
during the late nineteenth century, and the profound stirring during that period, which led to
China's great twentieth-century revolution. The contributors focus on commercial and technological
growth, foreign relations, the stimulation of Chinese intellectual life by the outside world, and
military triumphs and disasters. They show that the effects of the accelerating changes were to
fragment the old ruling class and the ancient monarchy, finally bringing the Chinese people face to
face with the challenges of the new century. For readers with Chinese, proper names and terms are
identified with their characters in the glossary, and full references to Chinese, Japanese and other
works are given in the bibliographies.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 15, The People's
Republic, Part 2, Revolutions within the Chinese Revolution, 1966-1982 Roderick
MacFarquhar, John K. Fairbank, 2008-03-28 Volume 15 of The Cambridge History of China is the
second of two volumes dealing with the People's Republic of China since its birth in 1949. The
harbingers of the Cultural Revolution were analyzed in Volume 14. Volume 15 traces a course of
events still only partially understood by most Chinese. It begins by analyzing the development of
Mao's thought since the Communist seizure of power, in an effort to understand why he launched
the movement. The contributors grapple with the conflict of evidence between what was said
favorably about the Cultural Revolution at the time and the often diametrically opposed
retrospective accounts. Volume 15, together with Volume 14, provide the most comprehensive and
clearest account of how revolutionary China has developed in response to the upheavals initiated by
Mao and Teng Hsiao-p'ing.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 14, The People's
Republic, Part 1, The Emergence of Revolutionary China, 1949-1965 Roderick MacFarquhar,
John K. Fairbank, 1987-06-26 This is the first of the two final volumes of The Cambridge History of
China, which describe the efforts of the People's Republic of China to grapple with the problems of
adaptation to modern times. Volume 14 deals with the achievements of the economic and human
disasters of the new regime's first sixteen years (1949-65). Part I chronicles the attempt to adapt the
Soviet model of development to China, and Part II covers the subsequent efforts of China's leaders to
find native solutions that would provide more rapid and appropriate answers to China's problems.
Each of the two parts of the volume analyzes the key issues and developments in the spheres of
politics, economics, culture, education, and foreign relations. The contributors, all leading scholars
of the period, show the interrelation of Chinese actions in all these spheres, and the describe how,
gradually, events led to the Cultural Revolution launched by Mao Tse-tung in 1966.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 12, Republican
China, 1912-1949 John K. Fairbank, 1983-09-30 This is the first of two volumes of this authoritative



Cambridge history which review the Republican period, between the demise of imperial China and
the establishment of the People's Republic. These years from 1912 to 1949 were marked by civil
war, revolution and invasion; but also by change and growth in the economic, social, intellectual and
cultural spheres. The chapters examine economic trends in the period and the rise of the new middle
class. Intellectual trends are surveyed to show the changes in traditional Chinese values and the
foreign influences which played a major role in Republican China. Although it is written by
specialists, the goals and approach of this Cambridge history are to explain and discuss republican
China for an audience which will include scholars, students and general readers who do not have
special knowledge of Chinese history. It will be useful both as narrative history and as a reference
source on the history and politics of China.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 14, The People's
Republic, Part 1, The Emergence of Revolutionary China, 1949-1965 Roderick MacFarquhar, John K.
Fairbank, 1987-06-26 This is the first of the two final volumes of The Cambridge History of China,
which describe the efforts of the People's Republic of China to grapple with the problems of
adaptation to modern times. Volume 14 deals with the achievements of the economic and human
disasters of the new regime's first sixteen years (1949-65). Part I chronicles the attempt to adapt the
Soviet model of development to China, and Part II covers the subsequent efforts of China's leaders to
find native solutions that would provide more rapid and appropriate answers to China's problems.
Each of the two parts of the volume analyzes the key issues and developments in the spheres of
politics, economics, culture, education, and foreign relations. The contributors, all leading scholars
of the period, show the interrelation of Chinese actions in all these spheres, and the describe how,
gradually, events led to the Cultural Revolution launched by Mao Tse-tung in 1966.
  cambridge history of china: The Cambridge History of China: Volume 5, The Sung Dynasty
and its Precursors, 907-1279 Denis Twitchett, Paul Jakov Smith, 2009-03-23 This first of two volumes
on the Sung Dynasty (960-1279) and its Five Dynasties and Southern Kingdoms precursors presents
the political history of China from the fall of the T'ang Dynasty in 907 to the Mongol conquest of the
Southern Sung in 1279. Its twelve chapters survey the personalities and events that marked the rise,
consolidation, and demise of the Sung polity during an era of profound social, economic, and
intellectual ferment. The authors place particular emphasis on the emergence of a politically
conscious literati class during the Sung, characterized by the increasing importance of the
examination system early in the dynasty and on the rise of the tao-hsueh (Neo-Confucian) movement
toward the end. In addition, they highlight the destabilizing influence of factionalism and ministerial
despotism on Sung political culture and the impact of the powerful steppe empires of the Khitan
Liao, Tangut Hsi Hsia, Jurchen Chin, and Mongol Yüan on the shape and tempo of Sung dynastic
events.
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