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borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener opens a fascinating window into the
complex and often misunderstood world of borders. In an era where globalization seems to shrink
distances, borders paradoxically continue to shape identities, politics, economies, and social
interactions. Diener's work serves as a concise yet insightful guide that breaks down the
multifaceted nature of borders, making it accessible to readers from various backgrounds. Whether
you’re a student of geography, international relations, or simply curious about how boundaries affect
our daily lives, this introduction offers a compelling starting point.

Understanding Borders: More Than Just Lines on a Map

When we think of borders, the first image that often comes to mind is a line drawn on a map that
separates one country from another. However, Alexander C. Diener’s "borders a very short
introduction" challenges this simplistic view by exploring the deeper meanings and functions that
borders hold. Borders are not merely physical demarcations; they are social constructs that
influence identity, security, migration, and trade.

The Social and Political Dimensions of Borders

Borders serve as instruments of control and sovereignty, allowing states to define who belongs and
who doesn’t. Diener emphasizes that borders are sites where power is exercised, contested, and
negotiated. For instance, border checkpoints, customs regulations, and immigration policies reveal
the political nature of these boundaries. They are also places where cultural exchanges occur,
sometimes fostering cooperation, but often sparking conflict.

Borders and Identity Formation

Another critical theme in Diener’s introduction is the role borders play in shaping collective
identities. National borders often coincide with cultural, linguistic, or ethnic divisions, reinforcing a
sense of belonging among people within those boundaries. Yet, borders can also separate
communities with shared histories, leading to division and tension. Diener encourages readers to see
borders as dynamic spaces where identities are continuously formed and reformed.

The Evolution and Significance of Borders Through



History

One of the strengths of "borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener" lies in tracing how
borders have evolved over time. From ancient walls and fortifications to modern-day digital borders,
the concept has adapted to changing political and technological landscapes.

Historical Perspectives on Borders

Historically, borders were often shaped by conquest, treaties, and colonization. Diener discusses
how empires expanded and contracted, drawing lines that ignored existing ethnic or cultural
realities, which have had lasting consequences. The colonial legacy, for instance, left behind many
arbitrarily drawn borders in Africa and Asia, leading to ongoing disputes and conflicts.

Contemporary Border Challenges

In today’s world, borders face new challenges. Globalization encourages the free flow of goods,
capital, and people, but security concerns and nationalism often push for tighter border controls.
Diener’s introduction highlights current debates around migration, border walls, and surveillance
technologies. These issues reveal the tension between openness and restriction that defines
contemporary border politics.

Exploring Different Types of Borders

Another valuable aspect of Diener’s work is its exploration of various border types beyond the
traditional nation-state boundaries. Understanding these distinctions helps grasp the complexity of
how borders function in different contexts.

Physical Borders

Physical borders include natural features like rivers, mountains, and deserts that act as barriers
between territories. Diener explains how these natural borders have historically influenced
settlement patterns, trade routes, and military strategies. While natural borders seem fixed, human
intervention often modifies or bypasses them through bridges, tunnels, or fences.

Political and Administrative Borders

These borders are established by governments to define jurisdiction and governance areas. They
determine where laws apply and which authorities have control. Diener points out that
administrative borders can exist on multiple levels—from international frontiers down to city or
county lines—each with distinct political significance.



Economic and Social Borders

Borders can also be conceptual rather than physical. Economic borders, for example, separate
different markets or regulatory zones, affecting trade and investment. Social borders refer to
divisions based on ethnicity, class, or culture that may not align with political boundaries but
strongly influence social interactions.

Why Borders Matter Today: Insights from Diener’s
Introduction

In a world increasingly interconnected through technology and travel, why do borders still matter?
Alexander C. Diener’s concise introduction provides valuable insights into why borders remain
central to contemporary global issues.

Borders and Migration

One of the most pressing issues related to borders today is migration. Diener discusses how borders
regulate human movement, often creating barriers for refugees and economic migrants. The
introduction reveals how border policies impact lives and shape global migration patterns,
highlighting the humanitarian and political complexities involved.

Security and Borders

Security concerns continue to dominate border discourse. Whether it’s preventing illegal crossings,
controlling smuggling, or countering terrorism, borders are frontline spaces for enforcing national
security. Diener’s work helps readers understand the balance states try to strike between protecting
borders and maintaining openness.

Globalization Versus Border Control

Diener also tackles the paradox of globalization, where economic integration coexists with
reinforced borders. Free trade agreements encourage cross-border commerce, yet many countries
erect physical and legal barriers to protect domestic interests. This tension is a central theme in
understanding modern border dynamics.

Applying the Concepts: How to Think About Borders in
Everyday Life

"borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener" doesn’t just provide theoretical knowledge;



it invites readers to reflect on how borders influence daily experiences and perceptions.

Recognizing Borders Beyond Geography

By broadening the definition of borders, Diener encourages us to see boundaries in social
interactions, cultural norms, and even digital spaces. For example, online communities create virtual
borders that regulate membership and participation, mirroring real-world border functions.

Engaging with Border Issues Thoughtfully

Understanding the complexities of borders helps foster empathy and informed dialogue about
migration, nationalism, and international cooperation. Diener’s introduction equips readers with a
nuanced perspective, encouraging critical thinking rather than simplistic views.

Tips for Further Exploration

For those intrigued by Diener’s overview, diving deeper into border studies can be rewarding. Some
ways to expand your knowledge include:

Exploring case studies of specific border regions, such as the US-Mexico border or the
European Schengen Area.

Reading interdisciplinary works that combine geography, political science, and anthropology.

Following current events related to border disputes, migration crises, and international
agreements.

By engaging with these resources, you’ll gain a richer understanding of how borders shape both
global and local realities.

---

Alexander C. Diener’s "borders a very short introduction" offers a compact yet rich exploration of
borders that goes far beyond simple lines on a map. It challenges readers to rethink borders as
dynamic, socially constructed, and deeply influential phenomena that continue to define the modern
world in profound ways. Whether you’re new to the topic or seeking a refresher, Diener’s work is an
invaluable starting point for anyone interested in the geography and politics of boundaries.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main focus of 'Borders: A Very Short Introduction'
by Alexander C. Diener?
The book explores the concept of borders, examining their historical, political, social, and cultural
significance in shaping nations and identities.

How does Diener define borders in his book?
Diener defines borders not just as physical boundaries but as complex social and political constructs
that influence interactions, identities, and power relations.

Does the book discuss the impact of globalization on borders?
Yes, it addresses how globalization challenges traditional notions of borders by increasing cross-
border flows of people, goods, and ideas while also prompting new forms of border control.

What examples of borders are analyzed in the book?
The book includes diverse examples such as national borders, borders within cities, and even
symbolic or virtual borders, illustrating their varied forms and functions.

How does 'Borders' approach the topic of border security and
migration?
Diener examines border security practices and their implications for migration, highlighting tensions
between state sovereignty, human rights, and mobility.

Is the book suitable for readers new to political geography?
Yes, as part of the Very Short Introductions series, the book is designed to be accessible and
concise, providing a clear overview for readers new to the subject.

What interdisciplinary perspectives does Diener incorporate in
his analysis of borders?
Diener integrates insights from geography, political science, sociology, and anthropology to provide
a comprehensive understanding of borders and their multifaceted roles.

Additional Resources
Borders a Very Short Introduction by Alexander C. Diener: An Analytical Review

borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener serves as a concise yet insightful entry
point into the complex world of political and social boundaries that define our global landscape. As
part of the acclaimed Very Short Introductions series, Diener’s work offers readers an accessible yet
nuanced exploration of borders, their significance, and the multifaceted roles they play in shaping



identities, economies, and international relations. This article delves into the core themes of the
book, examining how the author navigates the intricate subject matter while addressing
contemporary debates surrounding territorial demarcations.

In-depth Analysis of Borders: Conceptual Foundations
and Contemporary Relevance

Alexander C. Diener approaches the concept of borders not merely as physical lines on maps but as
dynamic and evolving phenomena that influence and are influenced by political, cultural, and
economic forces. The brevity of the book is balanced by its depth, as Diener synthesizes historical
perspectives with modern geopolitical realities. The text reveals that borders are simultaneously
instruments of division and connection, shaping the ways in which states interact with one another
and with their own populations.

One notable strength of borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener lies in its ability to
contextualize borders within global processes such as globalization, migration, and security. Diener
highlights how borders have transformed from rigid, impermeable barriers into more fluid and
sometimes contested zones. This transition underscores the paradox of borders in the 21st century:
while globalization encourages cross-border exchanges, political and social anxieties often lead to
heightened border enforcement and militarization.

The Evolution of Borders: From Lines to Liminal Spaces

Diener traces the historical evolution of borders, emphasizing their origins in the formation of the
modern nation-state system. The Peace of Westphalia in 1648, for example, established principles of
territorial sovereignty that underpin contemporary border regimes. However, the author challenges
the assumption that borders are fixed or natural. Instead, he portrays them as socially constructed
and subject to continuous renegotiation.

This perspective is particularly relevant when considering contested borders and disputed territories
worldwide. Diener explores case studies ranging from the US-Mexico border to the complex
boundaries within the European Union, illustrating how borders can be sites of conflict, cooperation,
and identity formation. The book also examines how indigenous and minority groups experience
borders differently, often complicating dominant narratives of territorial control.

Border Functions: Security, Identity, and Economy

A critical aspect of Diener’s analysis involves the multifaceted functions that borders serve. Security
remains a primary rationale for border enforcement, especially in the context of terrorism, illegal
migration, and transnational crime. Diener balances this security discourse with an understanding of
borders as markers of identity and belonging. Borders can foster a sense of national unity, but they
can also exclude and marginalize.

Economically, borders regulate trade and labor mobility. Diener discusses how economic integration



efforts, such as free trade zones, challenge traditional border roles by promoting permeability. Yet,
this permeability is uneven, often privileging capital flow over people. The tension between openness
and control reflects broader debates about sovereignty and globalization.

Subtopics Explored in Borders a Very Short
Introduction

Geopolitical Implications of Border Policies

Diener’s work sheds light on the geopolitical stakes embedded in border policies. The book examines
how states use borders strategically to assert power and negotiate international relationships. For
example, the militarization of borders can signal a country’s stance on regional security, while
softening or opening borders can facilitate diplomacy and cooperation. This duality is evident in the
contrasting approaches to border management seen in regions such as the Korean Peninsula and the
Schengen Area.

Technological Advances and Border Management

Another insightful dimension covered is the impact of technology on border control and surveillance.
Diener discusses how biometric systems, drones, and electronic monitoring reshape the experience
and enforcement of borders. These technologies enhance state capacity to regulate movement but
raise ethical concerns regarding privacy and human rights, especially for vulnerable populations like
refugees and asylum seekers.

Borders and Identity Politics

The role of borders in shaping collective identities is a recurring theme. Diener highlights how
borders contribute to “othering” processes that define who belongs and who does not. This dynamic
is central to ethnic conflicts, nationalism, and debates on immigration policy. The book also touches
upon how diasporic communities negotiate their identities in relation to homeland borders,
demonstrating the enduring symbolic power of these lines.

Strengths and Limitations of the Work

While borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener excels in offering a comprehensive
overview within a limited page count, some readers might find the brevity challenging in fully
capturing the extensive complexity of border studies. The book prioritizes breadth over depth, which
is appropriate for an introductory text but may necessitate supplementary readings for those seeking
detailed case studies or theoretical frameworks.



On the positive side, Diener’s clear writing style and balanced approach make the subject matter
accessible to a broad audience, including students, policymakers, and general readers interested in
geopolitics and international affairs. The inclusion of contemporary examples and references to
ongoing global issues enhances the text’s relevance and immediacy.

Accessible analysis suitable for newcomers to border studies

Integration of historical context with modern developments

Balanced treatment of borders as both barriers and connectors

Engagement with diverse disciplinary perspectives, including political geography and
sociology

Conversely, the book’s concise format limits the exploration of certain topics, such as the
environmental implications of borders or the detailed experiences of border communities. Readers
interested in these aspects may need to consult more specialized literature.

Comparisons with Other Works on Borders

When juxtaposed with other literature in the field, Diener’s book occupies a distinct niche. Unlike
dense academic tomes, it prioritizes clarity and overview, akin to other titles in the Very Short
Introductions series. For example, works like “The Border: A Very Short Introduction” by Alexander
C. Diener complement more expansive studies such as “Borders and Border Politics in a Globalizing
World” by Thomas M. Wilson and Hastings Donnan, which delve deeper into ethnographic and policy
analysis.

This comparison highlights the book’s role as a foundational text that introduces critical concepts
and stimulates further inquiry rather than offering exhaustive academic treatment.

Implications for Policy and Public Discourse

The insights provided in borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener have practical
implications beyond academia. As societies grapple with migration crises, shifting alliances, and
technological transformations, understanding the nature and function of borders is crucial for
informed policy-making. Diener’s work encourages a more nuanced perspective that recognizes
borders as contested and mutable rather than static barriers.

This viewpoint can inform debates on border security, immigration reform, and international
cooperation, emphasizing the need for policies that balance control with humanitarian
considerations. It also challenges simplistic narratives that frame borders solely as lines of division,
instead promoting recognition of their role in fostering cross-cultural exchange and economic
interdependence.



In sum, Alexander C. Diener’s borders a very short introduction offers a compelling, concise
examination of one of the most enduring and dynamic features of human geography. Its blend of
historical insight, contemporary relevance, and clear exposition makes it a valuable resource for
anyone seeking to understand the complexities of borders in today’s interconnected world.

Borders A Very Short Introduction By Alexander C Diener

  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Borders: A Very Short
Introduction Alexander C. Diener, Joshua Hagen, 2012-09-27 'Borders' offers insights into the form
and function of historical and contemporary political and social boundaries. The authors show how
and why borders will undoubtedly remain controversial topics and at the forefront of global
headlines for years to come.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Borders Alexander C. Diener,
Joshua Hagen, 2024 Compelling and accessible, this Very Short Introduction challenges common
perceptions of borders as merely lines on maps or physical barriers snaking across the landscape.
Instead, borders are shown to be powerful forces integral to the economic, social, political, and
environmental processes that shape our lives. By highlighting their prominent role in global history
and across a gamut of contemporary international events, Alexander Diener and Joshua Hagen
demonstrate the impact borders have on a range of issues spanning economic development and
inequality, inter- and intra-state conflict, migration, nationalism, international law, human rights,
environmental sustainability, climate change, public health, and natural resource management and
thereby provide a powerful counterpoint to the idea of an emerging borderless world. Even as some
scholars and activists argue for open borders, unfettered movement, or the elimination of the
territorial nation state, Diener and Hagen emphasize how and why borders have been, are currently,
and will undoubtedly remain critical topics for the social sciences, domestic politics, and
international affairs for the foreseeable future. This concise volume will appeal to a broad,
interdisciplinary audience of scholars, practitioners, and students, including geographers, political
scientists, anthropologists, sociologists, historians, experts in international relations and law, and
anyone interested in a deeper understanding of current events. Whether taking the form of fenced
national borders, gerrymandered electoral districts, bounded economic spaces, or private gated
communities, demarcations of political and social spaces protect, structure, and shape our lives. This
book offers readers an introduction to the diverse theoretical and philosophical perspectives on
borders and their multifaceted roles shaping the twenty-first century--
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Exploration: A Very Short
Introduction Stewart A. Weaver, 2014-12-19 We live in an age of globalization on every conceivable
level, but globalization has a deeper history than politicians and pundits often allow, and nothing is
more significant to its history than exploration. Wherever trade or faith or empire followed,
explorers usually led. Their motives were as many-sided and various as their actions; their legacies
are contested and mixed. But none can doubt the significance of explorers to the making of the
modern world. For as long as human societies have existed, people have felt the urge to venture
outside of them, either in search of other societies or in search of new land or adventure.
Exploration: A Very Short Introduction surveys this quintessential human impulse, tracing it from
pre-history to the present, from east to west around the globe, and from the depths of volcanoes to
the expanses of space. Focusing on the theme of exploration as encounter, Stewart Weaver
discusses the Polynesians in the Pacific, the Norse in the Atlantic, and other early explorers. He
reflects on the Columbian discovery of the Americas, James Cook and the place of exploration in the
Enlightenment, and Alexander von Humboldt's epochal encounter with tropical South America. The
book's final chapters relate exploration to imperial expansion in Africa and Central Asia, assess the

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-188/borders-a-very-short-introduction-by-alexander-c-diener.pdf


meaning of the race to the North and South Poles, and consider the significance of today's efforts in
space and deep sea exploration. But what accounts for this urge? Through this brief study of the
history of exploration, Weaver clearly shows how the impulse to explore is also the foundation of the
globalized world we inhabit today. Exploration combines a narration of explorers' daring feats with a
wide-lens examination of what it fundamentally means to explore. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: World War II: A Very Short
Introduction Gerhard L. Weinberg, 2014-11-13 The enormous loss of life and physical destruction
caused by the First World War led people to hope that there would never be another such
catastrophe. How then did it come about that there was a Second World War causing twice the 30
million deaths and many times more destruction as had been caused in the previous conflict? In this
Very Short Introduction, Gerhard L. Weinberg provides an introduction to the origins, course, and
impact of the war on those who fought and the ordinary citizens who lived through it. Starting by
looking at the inter-war years and the German invasion of Poland in September 1939, he examines
how the war progressed by examining a number of key events, including the war in the West in
1940, Barbarossa, The German Invasion of the Soviet Union, the expansion of Japan's war with
China, developments on the home front, and the Allied victory from 1944-45. Exploring the costs and
effects of the war, Weinberg concludes by considering the long-lasting mark World War II has left on
society today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: What Is a Border? Manlio
Graziano, 2018-02-27 The fall of the Berlin Wall, symbol of the bipolar order that emerged after
World War II, seemed to inaugurate an age of ever fewer borders. The liberalization and integration
of markets, the creation of vast free-trade zones, the birth of a new political and monetary union in
Europe—all seemed to point in that direction. Only thirty years later, the tendency appears to be
quite the opposite. Talk of a wall with Mexico is only one sign among many that boundaries and
borders are being revisited, expanding in number, and being reintroduced where they had virtually
been abolished. Is this an out-of-step, deceptive last gasp of national sovereignty or the victory of the
weight of history over the power of place? The fact that borders have made a comeback, warns
Manlio Graziano, in his analysis of the dangerous fault lines that have opened in the contemporary
world, does not mean that they will resolve any problems. His geopolitical history and analysis of the
phenomenon draws our attention to the ground shifting under our feet in the present and allows us
to speculate on what might happen in the future.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Hormones: A Very Short
Introduction Martin Luck, 2014-07-24 Hormones play an integral part in the balance and workings
of the body. While many people are broadly aware of their existence, there are many misconceptions
and few are aware of the nature and importance of the endocrine system. In this Very Short
Introduction, Martin Luck explains what hormones are, what they do, where they come from, and
how they work. He explains how the endocrine system operates, highlighting the importance of
hormones in the regulation of water and salt in the body, how they affect reproduction and our
appetites, and how they help us adjust to different environments, such as travel across time zones.
In this fresh and modern treatment, Luck also touches on the ethical and moral issues surrounding
research methods, testing on animals, and hormone misuse. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and



challenging topics highly readable.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Ancient Greece: A Very Short
Introduction Paul Cartledge, 2011-10-27 A highly stimulating Very Short Introduction to the history
of Ancient Greek civilization, from the first documented use of the Greek language in about 1400
BCE, through the glories of the Classical and Hellenistic periods, to the foundation of the Byzantine
empire in about CE 330.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Climate Change: A Very Short
Introduction Mark Maslin, 2014-10-23 Climate change is still, arguably, the most critical and
controversial issue facing the world in the twenty-first century. Previously published as Global
Warming: A Very Short Introduction, the new edition is now Climate Change: A Very Short
introduction, reflecting an important change in the terminology of the last decade. In the third
edition, Mark Maslin includes crucial updates from the last few years, including the results of the
2013 IPCC Fifth Assessment Report, the effects of ocean acidification, and the impact of changes to
global population and health. Exploring all of the key topics in the debate, Maslin makes sense of the
complexities climate change involves, from political and social issues to environmental and scientific.
Looking at its predicated impacts, he explores all of the controversies, and also explains the various
proposed solutions. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Leo Tolstoy: A Very Short
Introduction Liza Knapp, 2019-05-24 War and Peace and Anna Karenina are widely recognised as
two of the greatest novels ever written. Their author, Leo Tolstoy, has been honoured as the father
of the modern war story; as an innovator in psychological prose and forerunner of stream of
consciousness; and as a genius at using fiction to reveal the mysteries of love and death. At the time
of his death in 1910, Tolstoy was known the world over as both a great writer and as a merciless
critic of institutions that perpetrated, bred, or tolerated injustice and violence in any form. Yet
among literary critics and rival writers, it has become a commonplace to disparage Tolstoy's
“thought” while praising his “art.” In this Very Short Intorduction Liza Knapp explores the heart of
Tolstoy's work. Focussing on his masterpieces of fiction which have stood the test of time, she
analyses his works of non-fiction alongside them, and sketches out the core themes in Tolstoy's art
and thought, and the interplay between them. Tracing the continuing influence of Tolstoy's work on
modern literature, Knapp highlights those aspects of his writings that remain relevant today. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Structural Engineering: A Very
Short Introduction David Blockley, 2014-09-25 Have you ever wondered how it's possible to build a
skyscraper, a big bridge, a jumbo jet, or a cruise liner? Everything has structure. Structure is the
difference between a random pile of components and a fully functional object. Through structure the
parts connect to make the whole. Natural structures vary from the very smallest part of an atom to
the entire cosmology of the universe. Man-made structures include buildings, bridges, dams, ships,
aeroplanes, rockets, trains, cars and fair-ground rides and all forms of artefacts, even large artistic
sculptures. The wide range of different industries in which structural engineers work includes
construction, transport, manufacturing, and aerospace. In this Very Short Introduction, David
Blockley explores, in non-technical language, what structural engineering is all about, including
examples ranging from the Shard in London and the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco to jumbo
jets like the A380 and the Queen Elizabeth cruise liner. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject



area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Child Psychology: A Very Short
Introduction Usha Goswami, 2014-11-27 This Very Short Introduction provides an up-to-date,
authoritative, and accessible guide to modern child psychology, from birth to early adolescence.
Beginning with infancy, Usha Goswami considers the process of attachment and 'bonding', showing
how secure attachments enable the development of self-understanding. Exploring childhood
learning, ranging from aspects of language and thinking to cognitive reasoning, Goswami looks at
how babies and toddlers develop an understanding of the physical, biological, and social worlds, and
develop complex abilities like language and morality. Demonstrating how learning is shaped by the
environments surrounding the child; at home, school, with peers, and in wider society, Goswami
emphasizes the importance of childhood friendships and siblings for psychological development.
Introducing the key theories in child psychology, Goswami explains why children develop as they do
and how society can further optimize their development through the adolescent years. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Nuclear Power: A Very Short
Introduction John Maxwell Irvine, 2011-05-26 Following the increasing cost of fossil fuels and
concerns about the security of their future supply. However, the term 'nuclear power' causes anxiety
in many people and there is confusion concerning the nature and extent of the associated risks.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: The Scientific Revolution: A
Very Short Introduction Lawrence Principe, 2011-04-28 Lawrence M. Principe takes a fresh
approach to the story of the scientific revolution, emphasising the historical context of the society
and its world view at the time. From astronomy to alchemy and medicine to geology, he tells this
fascinating story from the perspective of the historical characters involved.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Fascism: A Very Short
Introduction Kevin Passmore, 2014-05-29 What is fascism? Is it revolutionary? Or is it reactionary?
Can it be both? Fascism is notoriously hard to define. How do we make sense of an ideology that
appeals to streetfighters and intellectuals alike? That is overtly macho in style, yet attracts many
women? That calls for a return to tradition while maintaining a fascination with technology? And
that preaches violence in the name of an ordered society? In the new edition of this Very Short
Introduction, Kevin Passmore brilliantly unravels the paradoxes of one of the most important
phenomena in the modern world—tracing its origins in the intellectual, political, and social crises of
the late nineteenth century, the rise of fascism following World War I, including fascist regimes in
Italy and Germany, and the fortunes of 'failed' fascist movements in Eastern Europe, Spain, and the
Americas. He also considers fascism in culture, the new interest in transnational research, and the
progress of the far right since 2002. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Corporate Social
Responsibility: A Very Short Introduction Jeremy Moon, 2014-10-23 Corporate social
responsibility has been defined as 'the responsibility of enterprises for their impacts on society'. Is
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) just window dressing or is it a contradiction in terms? In this
Very Short Introduction, Jeremy Moon shows that CSR holds much more value than it first appears,
and shows how it has come of age in recent years. Illustrating the sorts of CSR investments
companies make, the ways in which they practice CSR, and the challenges this brings, Moon



considers how the principles migrated from their US roots to become a global business phenomenon.
Exploring the place of CSR in different economic, social, political, and managerial contexts, this
short guide considers the many positives, but also challenges, that CSR can present for companies,
societies, and governments worldwide. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: The Middle Ages: A Very Short
Introduction Miri Rubin, 2014-10-23 The Middle Ages is a term coined around 1450 to describe a
thousand years of European History. In this Very Short Introduction, Miri Rubin provides an
exploration of the variety, change, dynamism, and sheer complexity that the period covers. From the
provinces of the Roman Empire, which became Barbarian kingdoms after c.450-650, to the northern
and eastern regions that became increasingly integrated into Europe, Rubin explores the emergence
of a truly global system of communication, conquest, and trade by the end of the era. Presenting an
insight into the challenges of life in Europe between 500-1500 — at all levels of society — Rubin
looks at kingship and family, agriculture and trade, groups and individuals. Conveying the variety of
European experiences, while providing a sense of the communication, cooperation, and shared
values of the pervasive Christian culture, Rubin looks at the legacies they left behind. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: African American Religion: A
Very Short Introduction Eddie S. Glaude Jr., 2014-08-27 Since the first African American
denomination was established in Philadelphia in 1818, churches have gone beyond their role as
spiritual guides in African American communities and have served as civic institutions, spaces for
education, and sites for the cultivation of individuality and identities in the face of limited or
non-existent freedom. In this Very Short Introduction, Eddie S. Glaude Jr. explores the history and
circumstances of African American religion through three examples: conjure, African American
Christianity, and African American Islam. He argues that the phrase African American religion is
meaningful only insofar as it describes how through religion, African Americans have responded to
oppressive conditions including slavery, Jim Crow apartheid, and the pervasive and institutionalized
discrimination that exists today. This bold claim frames his interpretation of the historical record of
the wide diversity of religious experiences in the African American community. He rejects the
common tendency to racialize African American religious experiences as an inherent proclivity
towards religiousness and instead focuses on how religious communities and experiences have
developed in the African American community and the context in which these developments took
place. About the Series: Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original
introductions to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary
Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in
this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the
central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution
of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it has influenced
society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic discipline, offering all students
an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important
or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Stem Cells: A Very Short
Introduction Jonathan Slack, 2012-02-23 There is much public interest in stem cells, but also much
confusion and misinformation. Developmental biologist Jonathan Slack explains the biology behind



stem cells - what they are what scientists do with them, what stem cell therapies are available today,
and what can be expected to happen in the future.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Tides: A Very Short
Introduction David George Bowers, Emyr Martyn Roberts, 2019-11-28 The tide is the greatest
synchronised movement of matter on our planet. Every drop of seawater takes part in tidal motion,
driven by the gravitational pull of the moon and sun. At the coast, we see the tide as a twice-daily
rise and fall of sea level that moves the edge of the sea up and down a beach or cliff-face. In some
places, the tide is small but at others it can rise in a few hours by the height of a three storey
building; it then has to be treated with great respect by those who live and work by the sea. In this
Very Short Introduction David George Bowers and Emyr Martyn Roberts explore what we know
about the tides. Blending clear explanations of well known tidal phenomena with recent insights in
the deep ocean and coastal seas, Bowers and Roberts use examples from around the world, to tell
the story of the tide, considering its nature and causes, its observation and prediction, and unusual
tides and their relevance. They explore why tides have attracted the attention of some of the world's
greatest scientists, from the initial challenge of explaining why there are two tides a day when the
moon and sun pass overhead just once; a problem that was solved by Isaac Newton. In the 19th
century, scientists unravelled the rhythms of the tide; good tidal predictions in the form of tide
tables were then possible. The predictions were made on beautiful tide predicting machines
constructed of brass and mahogany, some of which can still be seen in maritime museums. In the
20th century, the importance of tides as mixers of sea water became evident. As Bowers and Roberts
explore, tidal mixing of the ocean is essential for maintaining its deep circulation, a key part of the
climate-control system of our planet. In inshore waters, tidal mixing enhances biological
productivity, influences sea temperature and turbidity and creates dramatic features such as
maelstroms and tidal bores. In the 21st century, space probes are examining the effects of tidal
processes on the moons of Jupiter and Saturn and the possibility of tidally-heated liquid oceans with
their own ecosystems. Looking to the cutting edge of tidal research, Bowers and Roberts also
consider how we can study the role of the tide in the geological and biological evolution of our own
planet with innovative computer models. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
  borders a very short introduction by alexander c diener: Work: A Very Short
Introduction Stephen Fineman, 2012-11-29 This book examines the social and cultural factors that
affect work, the ethical consequences of some types of work, and the relationship between work and
the broader issues of globalization, feminism, and technology.
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