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Black History Is American History: Understanding the True Fabric of a Nation

Black history is American history. This phrase goes beyond a simple statement; it’s a profound
truth that reveals how the experiences, struggles, and contributions of Black Americans are deeply
woven into the very fabric of the United States. Too often, Black history is relegated to a single month
or viewed as a separate narrative, but doing so overlooks the integral role Black Americans have
played in shaping the nation’s identity, culture, politics, and progress. Recognizing that Black history
is American history helps us gain a fuller appreciation of the country’s past and a clearer vision for its
future.

Why Black History Is American History

When we say that Black history is American history, we're emphasizing that the stories of Black
Americans are not side stories or footnotes—they are central to the nation’s journey. From the earliest
days of colonization through the Civil Rights movement and into the present, Black Americans have
influenced every aspect of society.

The Foundations: From Enslavement to Emancipation

Black history in America begins with the harrowing chapter of slavery. Enslaved Africans were forcibly
brought to America, and their labor was instrumental in building the early economy, particularly in
agriculture and industry. Understanding this is crucial because it reveals how deeply Black Americans'
lives and labor shaped the economic foundations of the country.

The fight for freedom and equality didn’t start with the Civil Rights movement—it existed from the
moment people were enslaved. Stories of resistance, rebellion, and resilience highlight the unyielding
spirit of Black Americans. The Emancipation Proclamation and the eventual abolition of slavery
marked significant milestones, but they were just the beginning of a long journey toward true
equality.

Contributions Across Culture, Science, and Politics

Black history encompasses far more than struggle; it highlights remarkable achievements in every
area of American life. From literature and music to science and politics, Black Americans have left an
indelible mark.

Think about figures like Langston Hughes and Zora Neale Hurston, who shaped the Harlem
Renaissance and influenced American arts and letters. Musicians like Louis Armstrong and Aretha
Franklin transformed American music genres, creating cultural legacies that continue to thrive. In
science and innovation, pioneers such as George Washington Carver and Katherine Johnson broke
barriers and expanded human knowledge.



Politically, Black leaders have been crucial in advocating for civil rights and social justice. The work of
Frederick Douglass, Martin Luther King Jr., and modern-day activists shows a continuous struggle for
inclusion and fairness that has shaped American laws and society.

The Importance of Integrating Black History into
American History Education

One of the biggest challenges in understanding that Black history is American history lies in
education. For decades, school curricula often minimized or ignored the complexities and
contributions of Black Americans, leaving students with an incomplete picture.

Creating a More Inclusive Narrative

Incorporating Black history fully into American history education means teaching about the triumphs
and tribulations of Black Americans alongside other historical events. This approach helps students
appreciate the interconnectedness of all people’s experiences and fosters empathy and a deeper
understanding of social dynamics.

For example, when learning about the American Revolution or the Civil War, it is important to include
the perspectives of Black individuals who participated and influenced these events. Discussing the
Harlem Renaissance or the Civil Rights movement alongside other cultural and political developments
provides context that enriches students’ knowledge and critical thinking.

Benefits of Comprehensive Black History Education

- Encourages critical examination of systemic racism and social justice.
- Promotes diversity and inclusion as foundational American values.
- Inspires students of all backgrounds by sharing stories of resilience and achievement.
- Helps combat stereotypes and misinformation by presenting facts and personal narratives.

Black History Is American History in Today’s Society

Understanding that Black history is American history is not just about the past. It also shapes how we
navigate current social, political, and cultural landscapes.

Ongoing Impact on Social and Political Movements

Modern movements like Black Lives Matter show how the legacy of Black history continues to
influence America. These movements demand recognition, equality, and reform, echoing centuries of
activism and advocacy.



Moreover, Black Americans continue to contribute to politics at all levels, from local government to
the presidency. Their involvement enriches democratic processes and pushes the nation toward a
more equitable future.

Cultural Influence and Representation

Black culture is deeply embedded in American culture—from food and fashion to film and sports.
Recognizing that Black history is American history means celebrating these contributions and
ensuring that Black stories are told authentically and widely.

Representation matters greatly. When Black Americans see themselves reflected in media, education,
and leadership, it fosters a sense of belonging and possibility that benefits society as a whole.

How to Embrace the Truth That Black History Is
American History

Acknowledging this truth is the first step toward building a more inclusive and just society. Here are
some ways individuals and communities can embrace and promote this understanding:

Support Black History Education: Encourage schools and educational institutions to
integrate comprehensive Black history into their curricula year-round.

Engage with Black Cultural Events: Participate in or attend events that celebrate Black
heritage, such as Black History Month programs, art exhibitions, and lectures.

Read Widely: Explore books, articles, and biographies about Black history and contemporary
Black experiences to broaden your perspective.

Amplify Black Voices: Support Black creators, leaders, and organizations to ensure their
stories and contributions gain the recognition they deserve.

Reflect on History: Take time to understand the complexities of America’s past, including its
injustices and triumphs, to foster empathy and critical awareness.

By integrating these practices into daily life, we honor the reality that Black history is not an isolated
chapter, but a vital and ongoing part of American history.

In recognizing that black history is American history, we move closer to a nation where all narratives
are valued and the full story of America is told. This understanding enriches our collective identity and
strengthens the bonds that hold society together, reminding us that the past shapes the future we
build together.



Frequently Asked Questions

Why is the phrase 'Black History is American History'
significant?
The phrase emphasizes that Black history is an integral part of the United States' history, highlighting
that the contributions and experiences of Black Americans are foundational to the nation's story.

How did Black Americans contribute to the founding of the
United States?
Black Americans contributed through labor, culture, military service, and activism. Enslaved Africans
helped build the economy, fought in the Revolutionary War, and their resilience and culture shaped
American society.

What role did Black history play in the Civil Rights Movement?
Black history provides context and inspiration for the Civil Rights Movement, showcasing the long
struggle against racial injustice and the efforts of leaders like Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and
many others to achieve equality.

How is Black history integrated into American history
education today?
Many schools include Black history within their American history curriculum, teaching about slavery,
Reconstruction, civil rights, and cultural contributions, though there are ongoing efforts to improve
and expand this integration.

Why is it important to recognize Black history as American
history?
Recognizing Black history as American history promotes a more accurate, inclusive understanding of
the nation's past, combats racial bias, and honors the diverse experiences that have shaped the
country.

How have Black inventors and innovators impacted American
history?
Black inventors and innovators have made significant contributions in various fields such as science,
technology, medicine, and the arts, including figures like George Washington Carver, Madam C.J.
Walker, and Garrett Morgan.

What are some ways communities celebrate Black history as



part of American history?
Communities celebrate through events like Black History Month, cultural festivals, educational
programs, museum exhibits, and public commemorations that honor Black achievements and
heritage.

How does understanding Black history help address current
social issues in America?
Understanding Black history sheds light on the roots of systemic racism and social inequalities,
providing context for current discussions on justice, equity, and policy reforms aimed at creating a
more inclusive society.

Additional Resources
Black History Is American History: An Inextricable Narrative

black history is american history—a phrase that encapsulates a profound truth often overlooked
in mainstream historical discourse. The narrative of the United States cannot be accurately told
without integrating the stories, contributions, and experiences of Black Americans. From the earliest
days of the nation's founding through its ongoing quest for equality and justice, Black history is woven
into the very fabric of American identity. Recognizing this interconnectedness not only enriches our
understanding of the past but also informs present dialogues about race, culture, and policy.

The Integral Role of Black History in the American
Story

To investigate the assertion that black history is American history demands a critical examination of
the historical milestones and cultural contributions that Black Americans have made over centuries.
Black Americans have shaped economic, political, social, and cultural landscapes in ways that are
both explicit and subtle, challenging the notion of a segregated historical narrative.

Foundations: From Enslavement to Emancipation

The transatlantic slave trade forcibly brought millions of Africans to American shores, embedding
slavery deeply into the nation’s economic and social systems. The institution of slavery was not a
peripheral aspect of American history but a foundational one that influenced colonial development,
agricultural economies, and social hierarchies.

The Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 and the subsequent 13th Amendment formally ended
slavery, but the struggle for true freedom and equality continued long after. This transition period,
including Reconstruction, was pivotal, demonstrating both the potential and limits of American
democracy in addressing racial injustice.



Cultural and Economic Contributions

Black Americans have made immeasurable contributions to American culture and industry. From the
Harlem Renaissance’s explosion of Black artistic expression to the profound influence of jazz, blues,
and hip-hop on American music, Black culture is a cornerstone of the nation’s cultural identity.

Economically, despite systemic obstacles, Black entrepreneurs and laborers have driven innovation
and growth. Figures such as Madam C.J. Walker, the first female self-made millionaire, exemplify
resilience and enterprise in the face of racial discrimination. This economic history is a vital chapter in
the broader narrative of American capitalism and labor history.

Why Black History Must Be Central to American
Education

Incorporating black history into American history curricula is essential for fostering a comprehensive
and truthful understanding of the past. Historically, educational materials have marginalized or
sanitized Black experiences, contributing to ignorance and racial myths.

Impact on Social Cohesion and Identity

When black history is taught as an integral part of American history, it promotes empathy and
awareness across diverse communities. This inclusive approach helps dismantle stereotypes and
encourages critical thinking about systemic inequalities.

Moreover, it empowers Black youth by providing role models and narratives that affirm their place in
American society. The recognition that black history is American history affirms the identity of millions
who have been historically marginalized in national storytelling.

Policy Implications and Public Memory

The way history is taught influences public policy and collective memory. Acknowledging the full
scope of Black Americans’ experiences challenges policymakers to address lingering disparities in
education, criminal justice, housing, and employment.

Public commemorations, monuments, and museums increasingly reflect this shift toward inclusivity.
The establishment of the National Museum of African American History and Culture in Washington,
D.C., stands as a testament to the growing recognition that black history is an indispensable part of
the national heritage.

Challenges in Integrating Black History Fully into the



American Narrative

Despite progress, integrating black history as American history faces resistance and challenges.
These often stem from entrenched social attitudes, political debates over curriculum content, and
differing interpretations of historical events.

Controversies Over Curriculum Content

The debate over Black history education is frequently politicized. Some argue that emphasizing racial
histories risks fostering division, while others contend that omitting these narratives perpetuates
injustice and ignorance.

These tensions highlight the need for nuanced, fact-based educational policies that present Black
history in its full complexity, including both achievements and struggles.

Systemic Barriers and Representation

Institutional barriers remain, including underfunded schools in predominantly Black communities and
a lack of diverse educators. Representation in historical scholarship also matters—Black historians
and scholars bring essential perspectives that enrich the academic field and public understanding.

Black History's Influence on Contemporary American
Society

The legacy of Black Americans continues to shape contemporary culture, politics, and social
movements. From the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s to the Black Lives Matter movement today,
the fight for racial justice remains a defining feature of American life.

Political and Social Activism

Black activists have been at the forefront of advocating for civil rights, labor rights, and voting rights.
Their leadership has catalyzed significant legislative and societal changes, including the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Currently, movements addressing police brutality, mass incarceration, and systemic racism
underscore the ongoing relevance of black history within the broader American narrative.

Artistic and Intellectual Contributions

Contemporary Black artists, writers, and intellectuals continue to influence American culture and



discourse. Through literature, film, music, and academic scholarship, they challenge prevailing
narratives and offer new perspectives on identity, history, and community.

Recognizing Black History as an American Imperative

Accepting that black history is American history is not merely a symbolic acknowledgment; it is an
imperative for a just and accurate understanding of the nation. This recognition demands continuous
effort from educators, policymakers, scholars, and citizens to ensure that history reflects the diverse
experiences that have shaped the United States.

By embracing this integrated historical framework, America moves closer to fulfilling its professed
ideals of liberty, equality, and justice for all. The journey toward this ideal remains ongoing,
underscoring the importance of historical awareness in shaping a more inclusive future.

Black History Is American History

  black history is american history: African American History Joanne Turner-Sadler, 2009
Every year more colleges and high schools are offering classes (and often making them required
classes) in black history. Joanne Turner-Sadler provides a concise and probing treatment of 400
years of black history in America that can be used with age groups ranging from lower high school
to college. In African American History: An Introduction the author touches on key figures and
events that have shaped African American culture beginning with a look at Africa and its various
civilizations and the migration of the African people to America. Some essential topics covered are:
the struggle with slavery, the role African Americans played in America's wars (including the current
war in Iraq), race riots and unions, the NAACP, civil rights, and black power movements, the Harlem
Renaissance, issues in education, the journey into the West, legal cases such as Plessy vs. Ferguson
and Brown vs. Board of Education, African Americans as athletes, entertainers, and statesmen. This
book is an indispensable addition to all library collections as well as a teaching tool for instructors. It
is heavily illustrated (photos, maps, timelines) with useful end-of-the-chapter questions and activities
for further study and includes a handy bibliography of suggested readings and an index. New in this
edition is a section on the historic election of Barack Obama, the first African American president of
the United States. Interesting connections Obama has to past presidents are explored as well. This
edition also contains enhanced discussions of Colin Powell and Condoleezza Rice, and the historic
positions both held.
  black history is american history: Reclaiming the Black Past Pero G. Dagbovie, 2018-11-13
The past and future of Black history In this information-overloaded twenty-first century, it seems
impossible to fully discern or explain how we know about the past. But two things are certain.
Whether we are conscious of it or not, we all think historically on a routine basis. And our
perceptions of history, including African American history, have not necessarily been shaped by
professional historians. In this wide-reaching and timely book, Pero Gaglo Dagbovie argues that
public knowledge and understanding of black history, including its historical icons, has been shaped
by institutions and individuals outside academic ivory towers. Drawing on a range of compelling
examples, Dagbovie explores how, in the twenty-first century, African American history is regarded,
depicted, and juggled by diverse and contesting interpreters—from museum curators to filmmakers,
entertainers, politicians, journalists, and bloggers. Underscoring the ubiquitous nature of
African-American history in contemporary American thought and culture, each chapter unpacks how
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black history has been represented and remembered primarily during the “Age of Obama,” the
so-called era of “post-racial” American society. Reclaiming the Black Past is Dagbovie's contribution
to expanding how we understand African American history during the new millennium.
  black history is american history: African American History Reconsidered Pero Gaglo
Dagbovie, 2010 This volume establishes new perspectives on African American history. The author
discusses a wide range of issues and themes for understanding and analyzing African American
history, the 20th century African American historical enterprise, and the teaching of African
American history for the 21st century.
  black history is american history: Black History 365 Walter Milton, Jr., 2019-07
  black history is american history: Living Black History Manning Marable, 2006-01-03
Essays examine the challenges faced by African Americans in preserving and shaping
African-American history, exposing the myth and conflict surrounding such figures as Malcolm X,
W.E.B. DuBois, and Booker T. Washington.
  black history is american history: Black History, 1619-2019 Sandra K. Yocum, Frances P.
Rice, 2021 BLACK HISTORY 1619 TO 2019 is a journey through American history. It is an in-depth
look at the events that shaped the lives and contributions of the African-American community in the
United States of America. This book is designed to restore the integrity of African-American history
and is based on extensive research and documentation related to the African-American experience
from the era of slavery until modern times. African-American history is richly illustrated with 393
photos, maps, and illustrations that portray the real lives of African-Americans during slavery, the
Civil War, reconstruction, Jim Crow, the Civil Rights movement, and beyond. This history documents
the profound impact that African-Americans have made on the history of the United States and its
culture.
  black history is american history: Black History and Black Identity William D. Wright,
2002-02-28 This study contends that historians and intellectuals failed to understand the difference
between race and ethnicity, which has in turn impaired their ability to understand who Black people
are in America. The author argues that Black Americans are to be distinguished from other
categories of black people in the country: black Africans, West Indians, or Hispanics. While Black
people are members of the black race, as are other groups of people, they are a distinct ethnic group
of that race. This conceptual failure has hampered the ability of historians to define Black
experience in America and to study it in the most accurate, authentic, and realistic manner possible.
This confusing situation is aggravated further by the fact that many scholars tend to describe Black
people in an arbitrary manner, as Africans, African Americans, Afro-Americans, black or Black,
which is insufficient for precision. They sometimes downplay the historical evidence regarding
African identity, and the identity of Blacks in America. Wright offers a new methodological basis for
undertaking Black history: namely, the framework of historical sociology. He argues that this
approach will produce a more useful history for Black people and others in America.
  black history is american history: African American History For Dummies Ronda Racha
Penrice, 2011-05-04 Understand the historical and cultural contributions of African Americans Get
to know the people, places, and events that shaped the African American experience Want to better
understand black history? This comprehensive, straight-forward guide traces the African American
journey, from Africa and the slave trade through the Civil War, Jim Crow, and the new millennium.
You'll be an eyewitness to the pivotal events that impacted America's past, present, and future - and
meet the inspiring leaders who struggled to bring about change. How Africans came to America
Black life before - and after - Civil Rights How slaves fought to be free The evolution of African
American culture Great accomplishments by black citizens What it means to be black in America
today
  black history is american history: A Companion to African American History Alton
Hornsby, Jr., 2008-04-15 A Companion to African American History is a collection oforiginal and
authoritative essays arranged thematically andtopically, covering a wide range of subjects from the
seventeenthcentury to the present day. Analyzes the major sources and the most influential books



andarticles in the field Includes discussions of globalization, region, migration,gender, class and
social forces that make up the broad culturalfabric of African American history
  black history is american history: What is African American History? Pero Gaglo Dagbovie,
2015-12-21 Scholarship on African American history has changed dramatically since the publication
of George Washington Williams’ pioneering A History of the Negro Race in America in 1882.
Organized chronologically and thematically, What is African American History? offers a concise and
compelling introduction to the field of African American history as well as the black historical
enterpriseÑpast, present, and future. Pero Gaglo Dagbovie discusses many of the discipline’s
important turning points, subspecialties, defining characteristics, debates, texts, and scholars. The
author explores the growth and maturation of scholarship on African American history from late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries until the field achieved significant recognition from the
‘mainstream’ U.S. historical profession in the 1970s. Subsequent decades witnessed the emergence
and development of key theoretical approaches, controversies, and dynamic areas of concentration
in black history, the vibrant field of black women’s history, the intriguing relationship between
African American history and Black Studies, and the imaginable future directions of African
American history in the twenty-first century. What is African American History? will be a practical
introduction for all students of African American history and Black Studies.
  black history is american history: The 21st Century Black History Lee Arnold Green Sr.,
2022-05-23 Black History in the 21st Century: From the Atlantic Slave Trade in America to Its
Impact on African Americans Today is mainly about the injustices suffered by African Americans in
America, especially the impact of the Atlantic slave trade in America on the negro race today, to
include people of color. The impact of the Atlantic slave trade in the twenty-first century is high-tech
lynching in America, that is, without the noose around the neck of the African American. High-tech
lynching is defined in this book as the following: There are two phases of high-tech lynching. The
first phase is characterized by violence, death, and/or destruction by white racists, race haters, or
white supremacists, practicing bad spirit principal part racist hatred of racism against African
Americans on the streets, to include people of color. The practice of racism is the use of racial or
racist epithets characterized by the sentiment of racial segregation, white cultural and political
domination that characterizes discriminatory language and/or physical practice of racism that
involves violence, death, and/or destruction against black Americans in America. These are racist
incidents on the streets. That is the first phase of high-tech lynching in the twenty-first century in
America. And then an African American takes his or her racist case to court for courtroom
proceedings. This is the second phase of high-tech lynching in America in the twenty-first century,
wherein the courtroom, the DA, or district attorney, become hairsplitters of the letter of the law and
nitpick at the spirit of the law as to the alleged violation or crime to justify the action or bad
behavior of racist white policemen or white supremacists, characterized by their bad spirit principal
part racist hatred of racism. Therefore, high-tech lynching involves the judges of the courts in
America that go along with their district attorney's travesty of justice or mockery of the justice
system. To include the legislators who make the laws in America and oftentimes their designated
juries based on their homogeneity of bad spirit principal part racist hatred. Therefore, high-tech
lynching is the effect of America's Atlantic slave trade on African Americans today in this the
twenty-first century, post-Jim Crow as a system of predatory laws and tyranny of racism practiced
against African Americans.
  black history is american history: Black American History For Dummies Ronda Racha
Penrice, 2021-04-19 Go deeper than the Black History you may think you know! Black American
History For Dummies reveals the terrors and struggles and celebrates the triumphs of Black
Americans. This handy book goes way beyond what you may have studied in school, digging into the
complexities and the intrigues that make up Black America. From slavery and the Civil Rights
movement to Black Wall Street, Juneteenth, redlining, and Black Lives Matter, this book offers an
accessible resource for understanding the facts and events critical to Black history in America. The
history of Black Americans is the history of Americans; Americans dance to Black music, read Black



literature, watch Black movies, and whether they know it or not reap the benefits of the vibrant
political, athletic, and sociological contributions of Black Americans. With this book, you can dive
into history, culture, and beyond. See how far there’s yet to go in the approach to studying Black
American culture and ending racism. Get the authoritative story on the growth and evolution of
Black America from slavery, Reconstruction, Jim Crow, the Civil Rights era through to today
Discover the Black artists, musicians, athletes, and leaders who have made the United States what it
is Develop a fuller understanding of concerns about police brutality and other front-and-center race
issues Find out how every aspect of American life connects to Black history Black American History
For Dummies is for anyone who needs to learn or re-learn the true history about Black Americans.
  black history is american history: Creating Black Americans Nell Irvin Painter, 2006
Blending a vivid narrative with more than 150 images of artwork, Painter offers a history--from
before slavery to today's hip-hop culture--written for a new generation.
  black history is american history: American Black History (eBook) Walter Hazen,
2004-09-01 American Black History is a concise yet thorough treatment of 500 years of African
American history from its origins in the civilizations of Africa through the grim early years in
America and the quest for freedom and civil rights. Richly illustrated, the book vividly details the
rise of slavery, the abolitionist movement, the Civil War, Reconstruction, the role of blacks in the
nation's wars, the Harlem Renaissance, the emergence of the civil rights era, and the arduous
struggle for the full claims of citizenship. Lively portraits of key cultural and political figures such as
Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass, W. E. B. Du Bois, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Malcolm X, and countless others make clear the enormous contributions of blacks in America. Tests,
answer key, and bibliography are included.
  black history is american history: The Harvard Guide to African-American History
Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, 2001 This massive guide, sponsored by the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute
for Afro-American Research at Harvard University and compiled by renowned experts, offers a
compendium of information and interpretation on over 500 years of black experience in America.
  black history is american history: Interpretations of American History, 6th Ed, Vol.
Gerald N. Grob, George Athan Billias, 2010-06-15 This collection of essays on American history
reflects recent scholarship. Contributors new to this edition include Gary Nash, Arthur Schlesinger,
Richard P. McCormick, Gerda Lerner, Ellen C. DuBois, Vicki L. Ruiz, Nathan I. Huggins, John Lewis
Gaddis, Paul Kennedy and Kevin P. Philips. Edited by Gerald N. Grob and George Athan Billias.
  black history is american history: Critical Reflections on Black History William D. Wright,
2002-03-30 Wright presents this collection of six essays on aspects of black history. Each essay is
based upon a critical historical methodology that is comprised of, among other things, a racial
analysis, an intersectional analysis, rigorous logic, conceptual integrity, and a critical analysis of
ideas, words, and images. Critical of the romantic approach to the subject, Wright seeks to uncover
a deeper analysis, knowledge, and truth regarding aspects of black history, even when it involves the
presentation of material and viewpoints that some might find objectionable. He predicates these
pieces on the idea that history is still a valuable subject, firmly rejecting the postmodern view that it
has lost its validity. Wright demonstrates that black history is a vital and necessary subject, not only
for black people, but for all Americans. A critical black history is itself, Wright contends, a device to
evaluate American history in a critical manner, to get into the subject more deeply, and to adduce
deeper knowledge and truths about it. These essays show the author's interest in strengthening that
critical capacity of black historical writing and his belief that this is a primary and necessary means
to maintain the viability and productivity of the academic discipline and to ward off its detractors.
  black history is american history: Making Black History Jeffrey Aaron Snyder, 2018-02-01 In
the Jim Crow era, along with black churches, schools, and newspapers, African Americans also had
their own history. Making Black History focuses on the engine behind the early black history
movement, Carter G. Woodson and his Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH).
Author Jeffrey Aaron Snyder shows how the study and celebration of black history became an
increasingly important part of African American life over the course of the early to mid-twentieth



century. It was the glue that held African Americans together as “a people,” a weapon to fight
racism, and a roadmap to a brighter future. Making Black History takes an expansive view of the
historical enterprise, covering not just the production of black history but also its circulation,
reception, and performance. Woodson, the only professional historian whose parents had been born
into slavery, attracted a strong network of devoted members to the ASNLH, including professional
and lay historians, teachers, students, “race” leaders, journalists, and artists. They all grappled with
a set of interrelated questions: Who and what is “Negro”? What is the relationship of black history to
American history? And what are the purposes of history? Tracking the different answers to these
questions, Snyder recovers a rich public discourse about black history that took shape in journals,
monographs, and textbooks and sprang to life in the pages of the black press, the classrooms of
black schools, and annual celebrations of Negro History Week. By lining up the Negro history
movement’s trajectory with the wider arc of African American history, Snyder changes our
understanding of such signal aspects of twentieth-century black life as segregated schools, the
Harlem Renaissance, and the emerging modern civil rights movement.
  black history is american history: Living Black History Manning Marable, 2006-01-03 Are
the stars of the Civil Rights firmament yesterday's news? In Living Black History scholar and activist
Manning Marable offers a resounding No! with a fresh and personal look at the enduring legacy of
such well-known figures as Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Jr., Medgar Evers and W.E.B. Du Bois.
Marable creates a living history that brings the past alive for a generation he sees as having
historical amnesia. His activist passion and scholarly memory bring immediacy to the tribulations
and triumphs of yesterday and reveal that history is something that happens everyday. Living Black
History dismisses the detachment of the codified version of American history that we all grew up
with. Marable's holistic understanding of history counts the story of the slave as much as that of the
master; he highlights the flesh-and-blood courage of those figures who have been robbed of their
visceral humanity as members of the historical cannon. As people comprehend this dynamic
portrayal of history they will begin to understand that each day we-the average citizen-are makers of
our own American history. Living Black History will empower readers with knowledge of their
collective past and a greater understanding of their part in forming our future.
  black history is american history: America's Black Past ,
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