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Big Ten Basketball History: A Legacy of Rivalry, Excellence, and Evolution

big ten basketball history is a fascinating journey through decades of
intense competition, remarkable athletes, and transformative moments in
college basketball. As one of the most prestigious and competitive
conferences in NCAA Division I basketball, the Big Ten has played a pivotal
role in shaping the sport’s landscape. From legendary coaches and standout
players to historic rivalries and championship triumphs, the story of Big Ten
basketball offers rich insights into the evolution of the game and its
cultural impact.

The Origins of Big Ten Basketball

The Big Ten Conference, founded in 1896 as the Western Conference, is the
oldest Division I collegiate athletic conference in the United States.
Although it initially focused on football, basketball quickly gained
prominence as member schools recognized its growing popularity. The roots of
Big Ten basketball history date back to the early 20th century, with the
conference officially sponsoring basketball competition by the 1904-05
season.

Early Years and Founding Members

The original Big Ten schools included the University of Chicago, University
of Illinois, University of Michigan, University of Minnesota, University of
Wisconsin, Northwestern University, Purdue University, Indiana University,
University of Iowa, and Ohio State University. These programs laid the
groundwork for competitive basketball in the Midwest, often emphasizing
fundamentals and physicality that defined the era.

During this period, the style of play was markedly different from today’s
fast-paced game. The focus was on set plays, disciplined defense, and
strategic ball control. Early stars like Chuck Carney from Illinois and
George Halas, better known for football, were among the pioneers who brought
attention to Big Ten basketball.

Big Ten Basketball's Golden Eras

Throughout its history, the Big Ten has experienced several golden eras,
marked by teams and players who not only dominated the conference but also
left an indelible mark on college basketball nationally.



The 1950s and 1960s: Building National Prominence

The post-World War II era saw the Big Ten rise as a national powerhouse in
basketball. Coaches like Branch McCracken at Indiana and Fred Taylor at Ohio
State brought national championships and Final Four appearances to their
programs. Ohio State’s 1960 team, featuring future NBA legend Jerry Lucas and
John Havlicek, captured the NCAA title and helped elevate the conference’s
reputation.

During the 1960s, the conference began to reflect broader social changes,
including the gradual integration of African American players into programs
that had historically been segregated. Players like Cazzie Russell at
Michigan became household names, blending athletic excellence with cultural
significance.

The 1970s and 1980s: Rivalries and Rising Stars

The Big Ten’s intense rivalries flourished during these decades, fueling fan
passion and media attention. The Indiana Hoosiers, under the legendary coach
Bob Knight, won multiple NCAA championships in 1976, 1981, and 1987. Knight’s
disciplined coaching style and emphasis on defense became synonymous with Big
Ten basketball grit.

Meanwhile, Michigan State’s rise under Jud Heathcote, highlighted by the
arrival of Magic Johnson, culminated in a 1979 NCAA championship that is
often credited with popularizing college basketball nationwide. This era also
included the development of the Purdue Boilermakers and Illinois Fighting
Illini as consistent conference contenders.

Modern Era: Expansion, Media, and National
Success

The landscape of Big Ten basketball evolved significantly from the 1990s
onward, reflecting larger trends in college sports including television
exposure, conference expansion, and changes in recruiting.

Expansion and Realignment

The Big Ten expanded beyond its traditional Midwestern footprint with the
additions of Penn State in 1990, Nebraska in 2011, and Maryland and Rutgers
in 2014. These moves not only increased the conference’s athletic footprint
but also diversified the style of play and recruiting reach. The inclusion of
schools from the East Coast opened new media markets, boosting Big Ten
basketball’s visibility.



Television Contracts and the Big Ten Network

One of the biggest game-changers for Big Ten basketball history was the
launch of the Big Ten Network in 2007. This dedicated channel allowed fans to
watch games beyond marquee matchups, giving lesser-known players and programs
a platform to shine. The increased exposure helped the conference maintain
its competitive edge in recruiting and fan engagement.

Recent Success and NBA Talent Pipeline

In recent decades, Big Ten basketball has produced a steady stream of NBA
talent, including stars like Draymond Green, Dwyane Wade, and Victor Oladipo.
The conference’s emphasis on strong defense, basketball IQ, and physical play
has translated well to the professional level.

Teams like Michigan State, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Purdue continue to be
national contenders, regularly making deep NCAA tournament runs. The
conference’s blend of tradition and innovation keeps it at the forefront of
college basketball.

Iconic Rivalries That Define Big Ten Basketball
History

No discussion of Big Ten basketball history would be complete without
highlighting the rivalries that fuel the passion of players, coaches, and
fans alike.

Michigan vs. Michigan State

The in-state rivalry between Michigan and Michigan State is one of the
fiercest in college basketball. From thrilling buzzer-beaters to heated
confrontations, this matchup consistently carries high stakes both in the
conference standings and recruiting battles.

Indiana vs. Purdue

Known as the “Old Oaken Bucket” of basketball rivalries, Indiana vs. Purdue
pits two basketball-rich programs against each other. The rivalry embodies
the classic Big Ten values of hard-nosed defense and passionate fan support.



Illinois vs. Northwestern

While less nationally prominent, the Illinois-Northwestern rivalry showcases
the regional pride and tradition that underpin the Big Ten’s identity. Games
between these Chicago-area schools are often physical and emotionally
charged.

The Cultural Impact and Evolution of Big Ten
Basketball

Beyond wins and losses, Big Ten basketball history is deeply intertwined with
broader cultural and societal shifts. The conference has been a platform for
social change, athlete activism, and technological innovation in sports
broadcasting.

Integration and Diversity

The integration of African American athletes into Big Ten programs during the
mid-20th century helped challenge racial barriers in collegiate sports.
Players like Bill Garrett at Indiana, the first African American basketball
player in the conference, paved the way for future generations.

Advancements in Analytics and Training

In recent years, Big Ten teams have embraced data analytics, sports science,
and advanced training methods to gain competitive advantages. This
modernization reflects a broader trend in basketball but is particularly
notable given the conference’s tradition of valuing discipline and
fundamentals.

Fan Engagement and Digital Media

The Big Ten’s investment in digital platforms and social media has enhanced
fan experiences, allowing supporters to follow their favorite teams and
players closely. This connectivity fosters community and keeps Big Ten
basketball relevant in an increasingly crowded sports marketplace.

Tips for Exploring Big Ten Basketball History



as a Fan

For those looking to dive deeper into Big Ten basketball history, here are
some ways to enrich your knowledge and appreciation:

Watch Classic Games: Many historic Big Ten matchups are available online
or through the Big Ten Network archives. Reliving these games offers
insights into different basketball eras.

Follow Current Stars: Understanding today’s players and coaches helps
connect past legacies to the present state of the conference.

Visit Campus Museums and Halls of Fame: Many Big Ten schools have
dedicated exhibits celebrating their basketball heritage.

Read Biographies and Documentaries: Stories about legendary figures like
Bob Knight or Magic Johnson provide personal perspectives on the
conference’s history.

Big Ten basketball history is a rich tapestry of tradition, competition, and
evolution. Whether you’re a longtime fan or new to college hoops, exploring
this legacy reveals the enduring spirit and excellence that have made the Big
Ten a cornerstone of American basketball.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Big Ten basketball
conference?
The Big Ten basketball conference, originally known as the Western
Conference, was founded in 1896 and is the oldest Division I collegiate
athletic conference in the United States.

Which Big Ten team has won the most NCAA men's
basketball championships?
Indiana University leads the Big Ten with five NCAA men's basketball
championships, won in 1940, 1953, 1976, 1981, and 1987.

Who is the Big Ten's all-time leading scorer in
men's basketball?
Calbert Cheaney from Indiana University holds the record as the Big Ten's



all-time leading scorer with 2,613 points scored during his collegiate career
from 1989 to 1993.

When did the Big Ten officially start sponsoring
men's basketball?
The Big Ten officially began sponsoring men's basketball as a conference
sport in the 1905–1906 season.

How has the Big Ten basketball tournament evolved
over the years?
The Big Ten basketball tournament began in 1998 and has expanded to include
all conference members, serving as a key event to determine the conference's
automatic bid to the NCAA tournament.

Which Big Ten coach has the most wins in conference
history?
Bob Knight, former head coach of Indiana University, holds the record for the
most Big Ten coaching wins with 356 victories during his tenure from 1971 to
2000.

How has the Big Ten expanded in terms of membership
and basketball competitiveness?
Originally consisting of 10 universities, the Big Ten has expanded to 14
members as of 2024, increasing the level of basketball competitiveness and
geographic reach of the conference.

What notable rivalries have shaped Big Ten
basketball history?
Rivalries such as Michigan vs. Ohio State, Indiana vs. Purdue, and Illinois
vs. Iowa have been pivotal in shaping the competitive and cultural history of
Big Ten basketball.

Additional Resources
Big Ten Basketball History: A Legacy of Tradition and Excellence

big ten basketball history is a rich and multifaceted narrative that
stretches back over a century, intertwining athletic prowess, institutional
evolution, and cultural significance. As one of the oldest and most
prestigious collegiate athletic conferences in the United States, the Big Ten
has been instrumental in shaping the landscape of college basketball. From



its inception in the late 19th century to its current status as a powerhouse
conference, Big Ten basketball has consistently produced legendary players,
iconic coaches, and memorable moments that have left an indelible mark on the
sport.

The Origins and Early Development of Big Ten
Basketball

The Big Ten Conference, originally known as the Western Conference, was
founded in 1896, primarily as a football league. However, basketball quickly
became a central sport within the conference’s athletic programs. By the
early 20th century, member schools such as the University of Wisconsin,
University of Illinois, and University of Minnesota had established
competitive basketball teams, setting the foundation for what would grow into
a basketball tradition deeply embedded in the fabric of the conference.

During these formative years, the style of play was markedly different from
modern basketball, characterized by slower tempos and lower scoring games.
Despite this, the conference’s emphasis on athleticism and strategic
innovation was evident. The Big Ten schools were among the first to emphasize
organized coaching, conditioning, and recruitment, which later became
standard practices in college basketball nationwide.

Key Milestones in Big Ten Basketball History

Several pivotal moments have defined the trajectory of Big Ten basketball:

1939: The University of Oregon and Ohio State University played in the
first NCAA basketball tournament, with Ohio State representing the Big
Ten. This marked the conference’s initial involvement in what would
become the defining postseason competition in college basketball.

1950s-60s: The Big Ten produced numerous NBA-caliber players, including
legends such as Jerry Lucas (Ohio State) and Cazzie Russell (Michigan),
highlighting the conference’s growing reputation as a talent incubator.

1979: Michigan State, led by Earvin “Magic” Johnson, won the NCAA
championship, a landmark achievement that elevated the Big Ten’s
national profile.

2000s-Present: The conference expanded its membership and media
footprint, with schools like Michigan, Indiana, and Wisconsin
consistently making deep NCAA tournament runs.



Evolution of Playing Style and Coaching
Philosophy in the Big Ten

Big Ten basketball history is also characterized by its evolution in playing
style and coaching strategies. Traditionally, the conference has been known
for its physical, defense-oriented approach, emphasizing toughness and
disciplined execution. This contrasts with other conferences that might
prioritize high-tempo offense or flashy individual play.

However, over the past two decades, the Big Ten has diversified its style.
Coaches like Tom Izzo of Michigan State and John Beilein of Michigan
introduced more versatile offenses and adaptive defensive schemes, helping
their teams compete at the highest level. The conference’s ability to blend
traditional physicality with modern basketball tactics has made it one of the
most competitive and unpredictable leagues in the NCAA.

Impact of Legendary Players and Coaches

The Big Ten’s storied past is inseparable from the influential figures who
have shaped its identity.

Coaches: Legends such as Bob Knight (Indiana), who revolutionized
basketball with his motion offense and intense coaching style, have left
a lasting legacy. Tom Izzo’s emphasis on rebounding and defense has also
been a hallmark of Big Ten basketball success.

Players: From Magic Johnson to Glenn Robinson and more recently players
like Denzel Valentine and Luka Garza, the Big Ten has consistently
produced athletes who excel in both collegiate and professional arenas.

These individuals not only contributed to their teams’ successes but also
advanced the conference’s reputation for rigorous competition and player
development.

Big Ten Basketball’s Role in National
Championships and NCAA Tournament Success

One of the most telling indicators of Big Ten basketball history is the
conference’s performance in the NCAA tournament. Over the decades, Big Ten
teams have amassed an impressive array of national championships and Final
Four appearances, underscoring the league’s depth and quality.



Comparative Analysis with Other Major Conferences

When compared to other Power Five conferences such as the ACC, SEC, and
Pac-12, the Big Ten holds its own both historically and in recent years.
While the ACC has traditionally been viewed as a hotbed of basketball talent,
the Big Ten’s consistent tournament success and balanced competitive
landscape have garnered respect from analysts and fans alike.

National Championships: Big Ten schools have won over 10 NCAA men’s
basketball championships, with Indiana, Michigan State, and Michigan
being notable contributors.

Final Four Appearances: The Big Ten often sends multiple teams to the
tournament’s later stages, reflecting the conference’s overall strength.

Player Development: The Big Ten’s emphasis on fundamentals and defense
has translated into producing well-rounded players who thrive in the
NBA.

Modern Era and Future Trajectories of Big Ten
Basketball

In recent years, the Big Ten has undergone significant transformations,
including conference expansion with the addition of Rutgers and Maryland,
which has increased the geographic and competitive scope of the league. Media
agreements and enhanced exposure on national television have also elevated
the profile of Big Ten basketball.

Additionally, the implementation of advanced analytics and sports science has
influenced coaching decisions and player development within the conference.
This blend of tradition and innovation positions the Big Ten to maintain its
status as a premier basketball conference.

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

Despite its strengths, Big Ten basketball faces challenges such as
maintaining competitive balance amidst growing parity in college basketball
and navigating the evolving landscape of NCAA regulations, including athlete
compensation and transfer rules.

However, the conference’s deep-rooted history and commitment to excellence
provide a strong foundation to capitalize on opportunities like expanding its
recruiting reach and integrating emerging technologies for performance



enhancement.

Big Ten basketball history remains a testament to the enduring allure of
collegiate sports, where tradition meets innovation, and competition drives
continuous growth. As the conference continues to evolve, it carries forward
a legacy that is both a reflection of the past and a beacon for the future of
college basketball.

Big Ten Basketball History

  big ten basketball history: Basketball in the Big Ten Conference Gabriel Kaufman,
2008-01-15 Describes the history, key people, teams, important games, and mascots of the Big Ten
Conference of NCAA basketball.
  big ten basketball history: Big Ten Basketball Peter C. Bjarkman, 1995 An enjoyable and
informative look at the history, coaches and players of one of the nation's top collegiate basketball
conferences.
  big ten basketball history: Big Ten Basketball, 1943-1972 Murry R. Nelson, 2016-12-23 From
the time conference play began in 1905, the Big Ten was the Western force in collegiate basketball.
Minnesota, Wisconsin and Purdue were the first powers in the league, with a combined 23 titles by
1930. Purdue was dominant in the '30s, with seven titles under Coach Piggy Lambert, including a
national title in 1935 led by player of the year John Wooden. The creation of a national tournament
in 1939 showed the league's early dominance, as a different Big Ten team went to the Final Four in
each of the first three years, with two wins. Over the next 30 years, the league produced some of the
top teams in the country, led by Hall of Fame coaches like Branch McCracken, Walter Meanwell,
Dutch Lonborg, Harold Olsen and Fred Taylor. Top players emerged from the conference, like Jerry
Lucas, Cazzie Russell, John Havlicek, Terry Dischinger, Walt Bellamy, Johnny Green, Lou Hudson,
Archie Clark and a host of others. This book provides the first-ever basketball history of the Big Ten.
  big ten basketball history: The Big Ten Dale Ratermann, 1996 The Big Ten: A Century of
Excellence is the definitive history of intercollegiate athletics' oldest and most prestigious
conference. Designed in an easy-to-read format, the conference-endorsed Big Ten centennial book
contains historical reference material about the Big Ten's first 100 seasons. Among the features are
sketches of the big events, features on the team champions, stories about the premier athletes, notes
about the influential coaches and administrators, information about the Big Ten's pioneers, and
vignettes about the conference's academic achievements. The book's appendix includes a synopsis of
each university's coaches and administrators.
  big ten basketball history: Big Ten Basketball, 1943-1972 Murry R. Nelson, 2017-02-03
From the time conference play began in 1905, the Big Ten was the Western force in collegiate
basketball. Minnesota, Wisconsin and Purdue were the first powers in the league, with a combined
23 titles by 1930. Purdue was dominant in the '30s, with seven titles under Coach Piggy Lambert,
including a national title in 1935 led by player of the year John Wooden. The creation of a national
tournament in 1939 showed the league's early dominance, as a different Big Ten team went to the
Final Four in each of the first three years, with two wins. Over the next 30 years, the league
produced some of the top teams in the country, led by Hall of Fame coaches like Branch McCracken,
Walter Meanwell, Dutch Lonborg, Harold Olsen and Fred Taylor. Top players emerged from the
conference, like Jerry Lucas, Cazzie Russell, John Havlicek, Terry Dischinger, Walt Bellamy, Johnny
Green, Lou Hudson, Archie Clark and a host of others. This book provides the first-ever basketball
history of the Big Ten.
  big ten basketball history: Big Ten Conference ... Men's Basketball Media Guide , 1994

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-188/big-ten-basketball-history.pdf


  big ten basketball history: Michigan All-time Athletic Record Book , 1968
  big ten basketball history: Big Time Murry R. Nelson, 2024-02-27 For some of us, Big Ten
basketball will always mean the original ten great teams that comprised the league. But for all fans,
the teams during this time period bring back memories of some of the best teams and players that
have ever played basketball. In the sweeping history of two decades of Big Ten basketball, Murry
Nelson chronicles the conference when it was the most successful of any basketball conference in
the nation. Coaches such as Lute Olson, Lou Henson, Johnny Orr, Gene Keady, and Bob Knight led
the nation in national titles, influencing the league with their playing styles, changes to rules,
recruitment and, of course, intensity. Follow Joe Barry Carroll as he leads the Purdue Boilermakers
to the Final Four in 1980, Steve Alford as he takes the Hoosiers to a national championship win,
Kent Benson's undefeated conference record, and Magic Johnson as he leads the Michigan State
Spartans to multiple titles and championships. With chapters devoted to each season from 1972 to
1992, you can relive the action as if you were attending the games.
  big ten basketball history: Why Indiana is the Center of the Basketball World Michael G.
Ludlow, 2014-01-23 Basketball is now the second most popular sport world-wide trailing only futbol
(soccer) in the number of participants, fans, and leagues. Its popularity is due to the fact that the
game of basketball requires the most number of physical skills making basketball players the most
complete athletes. The speed, grace and teamwork required to play the game combined with the
athleticism required makes it beautiful to watch and fun to play. The United States has always been
and always will be the greatest basketball nation. Although the rest of the world has been catching
up with us (note the increasing number of international players in the NBA from all parts of the
world) we invented it (thank you Dr. Naismith); we perfected it (thank you Coach Wooden, Bill
Russell, Larry, Magic, Michael, Lebron, etc.); and we still have the highest concentration of
excellence at all levels - high school, college and professional. Indiana has long been known to be
basketball crazy. The image of a basketball goal on every garage, barn or any other place you can
put one (including the governor’s residence) is based, as most legends are, on a ring of truth.
Indiana has always been basketball crazy. Decades before “March Madness” became a national
trademark, Hoosier Hysteria rippled through the entire state at tourney time. Other states can claim
they are the “best” basketball state. Certainly North Carolina does and cases can be made for
Kentucky, New York and California. This study provides overwhelming statistical evidence and so
much anecdotal support that it is undeniable that Indiana IS the center of the basketball world.
  big ten basketball history: A Passion for the Hardwood: The Rise and Fall of College
Basketball's Greatest Rivalry Pasquale De Marco, 2025-05-15 **A Passion for the Hardwood: The
Rise and Fall of College Basketball's Greatest Rivalry** is the definitive history of the Big Ten
Conference, one of the most prestigious and successful conferences in all of college sports. Founded
in 1896, the Big Ten has been a pioneer in college athletics, and its member institutions have won
more national championships than any other conference. In **A Passion for the Hardwood: The Rise
and Fall of College Basketball's Greatest Rivalry**, author Pasquale De Marco takes readers on a
journey through the Big Ten's rich history, from its humble beginnings to its current status as one of
the most powerful conferences in the country. Along the way, Pasquale De Marco tells the stories of
some of the greatest players, coaches, and moments in Big Ten history. Whether you are a lifelong
Big Ten fan or just a casual observer, **A Passion for the Hardwood: The Rise and Fall of College
Basketball's Greatest Rivalry** is sure to provide you with a greater appreciation for one of the most
storied conferences in college sports. **A Passion for the Hardwood: The Rise and Fall of College
Basketball's Greatest Rivalry** is packed with fascinating stories and anecdotes about the Big Ten
Conference. Pasquale De Marco interviewed dozens of former players, coaches, and administrators
to get their firsthand accounts of the Big Ten's history. The book also includes rare photographs and
memorabilia from the Big Ten's archives. **A Passion for the Hardwood: The Rise and Fall of College
Basketball's Greatest Rivalry** is the perfect gift for any Big Ten fan. It is also a valuable resource
for anyone interested in the history of college sports. **Praise for **A Passion for the Hardwood: The
Rise and Fall of College Basketball's Greatest Rivalry**:** ***A Passion for the Hardwood: The Rise



and Fall of College Basketball's Greatest Rivalry** is a must-read for any fan of the Big Ten
Conference. Pasquale De Marco has done a masterful job of capturing the history and spirit of one of
the most storied conferences in college sports. -* **Kirk Herbstreit, ESPN college football analyst**
***A Passion for the Hardwood: The Rise and Fall of College Basketball's Greatest Rivalry** is a
comprehensive and well-written history of the Big Ten Conference. Pasquale De Marco has done a
great job of telling the stories of the people and events that have shaped the Big Ten into the
powerhouse it is today. -* **Tom Dienhart, Big Ten Network college football analyst** ***A Passion
for the Hardwood: The Rise and Fall of College Basketball's Greatest Rivalry** is a must-have for any
Big Ten fan. It is a treasure trove of information and stories about the conference's rich history. -*
**Randy Young, Big Ten Network college basketball analyst** If you like this book, write a review on
google books!
  big ten basketball history: Big Ten Conference Records Book , 1998
  big ten basketball history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Shooting Guards Wikipedia
contributors,
  big ten basketball history: Hawkeye , 1923
  big ten basketball history: ESPN College Basketball Encyclopedia Espn, 2009 A
comprehensive reference provides historical overviews of all 335 Division 1 teams, season-by-season
summaries, ESPN/Sagarin rankings of top-selected college basketball programs, and more.
  big ten basketball history: On Wisconsin! Don Kopriva, Jim Mott, 2014-01-02 Highlights the
histories, backgrounds and greatest moments of the college sports careers of players and coaches in
football, basketball and hockey from the Big Ten school the University of Wisconsin. Original.
  big ten basketball history: Glory of Old IU, Indiana University Bob Hammel, Kit
Klingelhoffer, 1999 A handsome coffee-table book, Glory of Old IU is the most comprehensive book
ever written about Indiana University athletics. Never-before-published details about the 100 years
of IU's membership in the Big Ten Conference are captured in this one-of-a-kind book. Glory of Old
IU includes vignettes about all of IU's greatest moments, including its five NCAA basketball
championships. There are stories about Bob Knight, Mark Spitz, Isiah Thomas, Harry Gonso, and
many others. Thousands of other names are included in the all-time letter-winners list. Glory of Old
IU is must reading for anyone who is loyal to the Hoosiers.
  big ten basketball history: The Lafayette Journal and Courier Presents Most Memorable
Moments in Purdue Basketball History Lafayette Journal and Courier, 1998 From Ward 'Piggy'
Lambert to Gene Keady, John Wooden to Glenn Robinson, the glorious history of Purdue Boilermaker
basketball is documented in Most Memorable Moments in Purdue Basketball through Lafayette
Journal and Courier game stories, news reports, features and columns. Enhancing the collection of
stories and photos are 10 new features, filling in the gaps of some of the greatest players' and
coaches' careers.
  big ten basketball history: Great Teams in College Basketball History Luke DeCock,
2005-12-13 What are greatest teams in college basketball and what made them stand out? Learn
statistics about players and the records of unstoppable teams. Discover how players came together
to beat their opponents. Read about changes that were constantly being made to keep up with the
growing sport. From talented players to dynamic coaches, this book spans 40 years to find the best
in college basketball history.
  big ten basketball history: Historical Dictionary of Basketball John Grasso, 2010-11-15 In less
than 120 years an activity invented by one man to alleviate winter boredom for a college gym class
has evolved into a worldwide multi-billion dollar enterprise. It is impossible for Dr. James Naismith,
basketball's inventor, to have envisioned the extent to which his simple game would reach. Without
major changes to his original 13 rules, basketball is now played in more than 200 countries by
people of all ages. Thanks to basketball, players like Michael Jordan, Earvin Magic Johnson, Larry
Bird, LeBron James, Kobe Bryant, and Shaquille O'Neal have become some of the most famous
people in the world. The Historical Dictionary of Basketball is a comprehensive account of all forms
of basketball-amateur, professional, men's, women's, Olympic, domestic, and international-from its



invention in 1891 through the present day. This is done through a chronology, an introductory essay,
an extensive bibliography, and over 600 cross-referenced dictionary entries on the people, places,
teams, and terminology of the game.
  big ten basketball history: Turpin Times: An Illini Sports Scrapbook Jim Turpinn,
2012-01-31 In Turpin Times, Jim Turpin, the radio play-by-play voice of University of Illinois football
and basketball for the past 40 years, takes readers behind the scenes for an intimate glimpse of
players, coaches, and others associated with big-time intercollegiate athletics. Turpin follows the
Illini through the 2001 football and 2001-2002 basketball seasons with flashbacks to other years,
other teams, and other memories and stories that only an insider would know. Turpin's tenure with
the Illini has spanned six basketball coaches, nine football coaches, eight Big 10 championships, 11
bowl games, 17 NCAA tournaments and three generations of Illinois fans. Read about Turpin's
favorite players, many of whom were not headline makers; the coaches he liked best-and worst; his
most memorable radio calls - not all were Illini victories. This is a rare opportunity to share Illini
history with an announcer who has lived it. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing
imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in sports—books about
baseball, pro football, college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book
about your sport or your team. Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox
nation; whether you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for
the Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route
for the Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a
book for you. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national
bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by
other publishers and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
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dramatic close on September 28, with Hollis, a lawyer from
BIG Definition & Meaning | Big can describe things that are tall, wide, massive, or plentiful. It’s a
synonym of words such as large, great, and huge, describing something as being notably high in
number or scale in some
Big vs. Large - What's the Difference? | This vs. That Big and large are both adjectives used to
describe size, but they have slightly different connotations. "Big" generally refers to something that
is above average in size, often implying
BIG | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary He fell for her in a big way (= was very attracted
to her). Prices are increasing in a big way. Her life has changed in a big way since she became
famous
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