benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld

Benjamin Barber Jihad vs McWorld: Understanding the Clash of Civilizations and Globalization

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld is a thought-provoking framework that explores the tension between
two powerful forces shaping the modern world: the forces of cultural tribalism and the forces of global
economic integration. Coined by political theorist Benjamin Barber in his influential 1995 book, *Jihad
vs. McWorld*, this concept remains highly relevant today as societies grapple with the balance

between preserving identity and embracing globalization.

In this article, we’ll dive deep into the core ideas behind Benjamin Barber’s analysis, unpack the
meanings of “Jihad” and “McWorld,” and explore how these competing dynamics influence politics,

culture, and economics in the 21st century.

What Is Benjamin Barber Jihad vs McWorld?

At its essence, Benjamin Barber’s *Jihad vs. McWorld* presents a dualistic vision of the world’s future.
The term “Jihad” here doesn’t solely refer to violent extremism but broadly encapsulates the
resurgence of tribalism, nationalism, religious fundamentalism, and cultural identity movements. On the
other hand, “McWorld” symbolizes the homogenizing forces of globalization — the spread of
multinational corporations, consumer culture, technological connectivity, and economic

interdependence.

Barber argues that these two forces are in conflict yet intertwined, each posing challenges to
democracy and societal cohesion. Rather than a simple clash, Jihad and McWorld are competing

visions that shape how societies organize themselves politically and culturally.



The Origins of the Concept

Benjamin Barber introduced this concept against the backdrop of the 1990s, a decade characterized
by rapid globalization and the end of the Cold War. The rise of global brands like McDonald’s and the
explosive growth of communication technologies illustrated the McWorld phenomenon. Simultaneously,
ethnic conflicts, religious strife, and nationalist uprisings highlighted the persistence of Jihad-like

movements.
Barber’s goal was to highlight how these opposing forces challenge traditional nation-states and

democratic governance structures. His book served as a warning that neither blind globalization nor

unyielding tribalism offers a complete solution for the future.

The Meaning of Jihad in Barber’s Framework

When most people hear “Jihad,” they may immediately think of religious warfare, but Barber uses the
term more broadly. In his framework, Jihad represents the impulse toward cultural particularism and

the defense of identity against outside influences.

Cultural Tribalism and ldentity Politics

Jihad, as Barber describes it, is the political and social tendency for groups to retreat into their own
identities — be they ethnic, religious, or cultural — especially when faced with rapid change or
perceived threats. This can manifest in various ways:

¢ Religious fundamentalism seeking to impose strict cultural norms.

¢ Ethnic nationalism that prioritizes a group's sovereignty and distinctiveness.



e Localism resisting global cultural influences.

These movements often arise as reactions against globalization’s perceived erosion of traditional
values and social fabrics. The Jihad represents a pull toward fragmentation and the assertion of

difference.

Political Consequences of Jihad

The resurgence of Jihad-like dynamics can lead to increased conflict, both internal and international.
As groups prioritize their own identities, cooperation across cultural lines becomes difficult, potentially
destabilizing multi-ethnic states or international alliances. Barber warns that unchecked Jihad threatens
democracy by fostering exclusion, intolerance, and authoritarianism under the guise of preserving

identity.

Understanding McWorld: Globalization’s Homogenizing Force

McWorld embodies the forces of economic globalization and cultural standardization. Named after the
global fast-food giant McDonald’s, it represents the spread of corporate capitalism, consumer culture,

and technological connectivity that transcends national boundaries.

Economic Integration and Corporate Influence

At the heart of McWorld is the expansion of multinational corporations and global markets. This

process encourages:



¢ Interdependence between countries through trade and investment.

¢ Standardization of products, services, and cultural expressions.

e The adoption of neoliberal economic policies emphasizing deregulation and free markets.

These trends promote efficiency and economic growth but often at the expense of local customs and

industries.

Technological Connectivity and Cultural Globalization

The rise of the internet, satellite media, and mass communication channels accelerates McWorld’s
cultural influence. Global brands, entertainment, and social media platforms create shared experiences

and values that cross geographic borders.

However, this cultural leveling can lead to the loss of indigenous languages, traditions, and unique
social practices. Barber highlights how McWorld’s spread, while connecting people, can also contribute

to cultural homogenization and consumerism-driven identities.

The Tension Between Jihad and McWorld

Benjamin Barber’s core insight lies in the paradox that both Jihad and McWorld undermine traditional
democratic nation-states but in different ways. While McWorld pushes toward global integration,
economic liberalism, and cultural uniformity, Jihad pulls societies apart into fragmented, often hostile,

identity-based communities.



Democracy Under Pressure

Both forces challenge democratic governance, but through contrasting mechanisms:
e McWorld: The prioritization of market logic and corporate power can sideline citizen participation,
reduce public accountability, and favor economic elites.

¢ Jihad: The rise of exclusionary identity politics can erode pluralism, fuel conflict, and justify

authoritarian practices in the name of cultural preservation.

This creates a dilemma where neither pure globalization nor pure tribalism provides a stable

foundation for democratic societies.

Is Coexistence Possible?

Barber doesn’t offer easy solutions but suggests that understanding the dynamics of Jihad and
McWorld is essential. A successful political order would need to balance global economic realities with
respect for cultural diversity, ensuring that neither force dominates to the detriment of democracy or

social cohesion.

Relevance of Benjamin Barber Jihad vs McWorld Today

More than two decades after Barber’s book, the tension between Jihad and McWorld has only

intensified. Here are a few ways his ideas resonate with current global trends:



Rise of Populism and Nationalism

The resurgence of nationalist movements in Europe, Asia, and the Americas echoes the Jihad
tendency — a pushback against globalization, immigration, and multiculturalism. These political shifts

often emphasize identity and sovereignty, challenging global institutions and agreements.

Globalization and Digital Culture

At the same time, McWorld’s influence is evident in the dominance of tech giants like Google, Apple,
and Facebook, whose platforms shape global communication and commerce. The spread of global

consumer culture continues, even as it faces criticism for promoting inequality and cultural erosion.

COVID-19 and Global Interdependence

The pandemic highlighted both the interconnectedness of McWorld — through shared economic
disruptions and scientific collaboration — and the fractures of Jihad, as countries turned inward, closed

borders, and grappled with internal divisions.

Lessons and Insights from the Jihad vs McWorld Framework

Understanding the interplay between these forces offers valuable insights for policymakers, activists,

and citizens navigating an increasingly complex world.

e Embrace pluralism: Recognizing diverse identities doesn’t have to conflict with global

cooperation; inclusive policies can promote both.



¢ Regulate globalization: Ensuring that economic integration benefits broader populations can

reduce backlash and mitigate Jihad tendencies.

» Foster democratic engagement: Strengthening democratic institutions can counter the

authoritarian risks from both tribalism and corporate dominance.

e Promote cultural exchange: Encouraging intercultural dialogue helps bridge divides and

challenge polarization.

These approaches reflect a nuanced understanding of Barber’s warnings and the need for balanced

development.

Benjamin Barber’s *Jihad vs McWorld* remains a powerful lens through which to view the challenges
of our era. By exploring the competing pulls of tribal identity and global integration, his work invites
ongoing reflection on how societies can navigate change while preserving justice, democracy, and

human dignity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central thesis of Benjamin Barber's 'Jihad vs. McWorld'?

Benjamin Barber's 'Jihad vs. McWorld' explores the tension between two powerful and opposing
forces: 'Jihad,' representing tribalism, nationalism, and cultural identity, and 'McWorld,' symbolizing

globalization, consumerism, and homogeneous economic integration.

How does Barber define 'Jihad' in the context of his book?

In 'Jihad vs. McWorld,' Barber defines 'Jihad' as the resurgence of ethnic, religious, and cultural

identities that resist globalization, often manifesting as tribalism, fundamentalism, and localized



conflicts.

What does 'McWorld' represent according to Benjamin Barber?

'McWorld' represents the forces of globalization, characterized by global capitalism, technological
integration, consumer culture, and the spread of multinational corporations that promote uniformity and

economic interdependence.

What are the political implications of the 'Jihad vs. McWorld' conflict?

The political implications include challenges to democratic governance, as 'Jihad' can lead to
fragmentation and authoritarianism, while 'McWorld' may prioritize market logic over political

participation, both undermining democratic ideals.

How does Barber suggest societies can balance the forces of Jihad

and McWorld?

Barber suggests that societies need to develop 'democratic confederations' that respect cultural
identities while embracing global cooperation, promoting democracy that can withstand the pressures

of both tribalism and globalization.

Why is 'dihad vs. McWorld' still relevant in today's global political
climate?

‘Jihad vs. McWorld' remains relevant as the world continues to experience conflicts between
globalization's homogenizing pressures and rising nationalist, religious, and cultural movements,

highlighting ongoing struggles over identity, governance, and economic integration.

Additional Resources

**Benjamin Barber Jihad vs McWorld: A Critical Examination of Globalization and Tribalism**



benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld presents a compelling framework for understanding the conflicting
forces shaping the modern world. In his seminal 1995 book, political theorist Benjamin Barber
contrasts two powerful and often opposing dynamics: "Jihad," symbolizing tribalism, parochialism, and
cultural fragmentation, and "McWorld," representing globalization, homogenization, and economic
integration. This dichotomy remains strikingly relevant in contemporary discourse on cultural identity,
globalization, and political conflict, offering valuable insights into the tensions that define the 21st

century.

The metaphorical use of "Jihad" and "McWorld" encapsulates Barber’s analysis of the competing
pressures that societies face amid rapid global change. While McWorld advocates for
interconnectedness, technological advancement, and economic markets crossing borders, Jihad
reflects the resurgence of local identities, religious fundamentalism, and ethno-nationalistic movements.
This article delves into the core themes of Barber’s argument, exploring their implications in today’s

geopolitical and social landscape.

Understanding Benjamin Barber’s Jihad vs McWorld Thesis

Benjamin Barber’s framework is not about a literal war but rather a conceptual clash that highlights the
tension between two forces influencing global politics and culture. The term "Jihad" in Barber’s context
is metaphorical, referring broadly to the fragmentation of societies into smaller, often hostile groups
that resist global integration. Conversely, "McWorld" symbolizes the global capitalist economy, driven

by multinational corporations, consumer culture, and the spread of Western values.

The Dynamics of Jihad: Tribalism and Fragmentation

Jihad, as described by Barber, signifies the pull towards parochialism, tribal loyalty, and identity-based
politics. It underscores a reaction against the perceived erosion of local cultures and traditions in the
face of globalization. This force can be observed in the rise of religious fundamentalism, ethnic

nationalism, and separatist movements worldwide.



e Cultural Identity: Groups rally around shared language, religion, or ethnicity to preserve their

distinctiveness.

¢ Political Fragmentation: Challenges to the authority of nation-states emerge as sub-national

entities assert autonomy.

* Resistance to Global Norms: Opposition to liberal democratic values or Western cultural

influences is common in Jihadist movements.

This fragmentation can lead to internal conflicts, sectarian violence, and a breakdown in cooperation

between groups, complicating efforts for unified governance or international collaboration.

The Spread of McWorld: Globalization and Homogenization

On the other side, McWorld represents the integration of economies, cultures, and technologies on a
global scale. Named after the McDonald’s brand as a symbol of global consumer culture, this force

promotes a borderless world driven by markets and communication networks.

e Economic Integration: Free trade agreements, multinational corporations, and digital commerce

connect markets worldwide.

¢ Cultural Globalization: Media, entertainment, and consumer products contribute to a shared

global culture.

e Technological Advances: The internet and telecommunications shrink distances, facilitating

instant information exchange.



While McWorld offers economic growth and cultural exchange, it also risks eroding local traditions and
creating cultural homogenization. Critics argue that this process often favors Western values and

corporate interests at the expense of indigenous cultures and social equity.

Comparative Analysis: Jihad vs McWorld in Contemporary

Context

The tension between Jihad and McWorld is evident in numerous contemporary global issues. Rather

than mutually exclusive, these forces often coexist and interact in complex ways.

Political Implications

The rise of populist and nationalist movements in Europe, the Middle East, and elsewhere reflects the
Jihadist impulse—a pushback against globalization’s perceived threats. Brexit, the election of nationalist

leaders, and ongoing separatist conflicts all underscore the appeal of reaffirming local identities.

Meanwhile, McWorld’s influence is clear in international economic institutions like the World Trade
Organization (WTO) and multinational alliances, which emphasize cooperation, liberalization, and
global governance. However, these institutions sometimes struggle to accommodate the demands of

Jihadist groups, resulting in political friction.

Economic Considerations

Global supply chains and international trade have expanded exponentially over the past few decades,
embodying McWorld’s economic logic. According to the World Bank, global trade as a percentage of

GDP increased from about 39% in 1990 to over 58% by 2019, illustrating intensified economic



interdependence.
Conversely, Jihad’s economic dimension can be seen in protectionism, economic nationalism, and

localism—policies aimed at shielding domestic industries and preserving cultural economies. This push

often leads to trade disputes and challenges to globalization’s expansion.

Cultural Effects

Culturally, McWorld promotes a cosmopolitan worldview, with global brands and media shaping tastes
and lifestyles. However, the persistence of Jihadist cultural movements highlights the enduring strength
of local traditions, languages, and religions.

For example, the resurgence of indigenous languages and customs, as well as the reassertion of

religious practices, demonstrate the resistance to cultural homogenization. This dynamic creates a

global cultural mosaic rather than a monolithic culture.

The Pros and Cons of the Jihad vs McWorld Paradigm

Benjamin Barber’s dichotomy illuminates key strengths and weaknesses inherent in both dynamics.

Pros of McWorld

e Economic Growth: Global markets foster innovation, efficiency, and wealth creation.

» Technological Progress: Advances in communication and transportation improve global

connectivity.



e Cross-Cultural Exchange: Exposure to diverse ideas and values can enhance mutual

understanding.

Cons of McWorld

e Cultural Imperialism: Risk of eroding local cultures and imposing Western norms.

e Economic Inequality: Benefits of globalization are unevenly distributed, exacerbating disparities.

* Political Alienation: Global governance structures may lack legitimacy in the eyes of local

populations.

Pros of Jihad

¢ Cultural Preservation: Protects unique identities and traditions.

* Political Autonomy: Empowers groups to govern according to their values.

» Social Cohesion: Strong community ties foster belonging and solidarity.



Cons of Jihad

e Conflict and Violence: Fragmentation can fuel sectarian strife and civil wars.
e |solationism: Limits engagement with broader global challenges.

» Resistance to Progress: Opposition to modernization may hinder social and economic

development.

Relevance of Benjamin Barber’s Ideas Today

More than two decades after its publication, the Jihad vs McWorld framework continues to provide a
valuable lens for analyzing modern global trends. The rise of digital nationalism, anti-globalization
protests, and the COVID-19 pandemic’s impact on supply chains all illustrate the ongoing interplay of

these forces.

Governments, corporations, and civil society actors must navigate this complex terrain, balancing the
benefits of global integration with respect for local identities and autonomy. As Barber warned, the
future depends on whether societies can reconcile these competing demands without succumbing to

either destructive tribalism or homogenizing imperialism.

In an era marked by rapid technological change and persistent social divisions, Benjamin Barber’s
Jihad vs McWorld remains a vital reference point for scholars, policymakers, and global citizens

striving to understand the evolving contours of our interconnected world.



Benjamin Barber Jihad Vs Mcworld

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Jihad vs. McWorld Benjamin Barber, 2010-04-21 Jihad vs.
McWorld is a groundbreaking work, an elegant and illuminating analysis of the central conflict of
our times: consumerist capitalism versus religious and tribal fundamentalism. These diametrically
opposed but strangely intertwined forces are tearing apart--and bringing together--the world as we
know it, undermining democracy and the nation-state on which it depends. On the one hand,
consumer capitalism on the global level is rapidly dissolving the social and economic barriers
between nations, transforming the world's diverse populations into a blandly uniform market. On the
other hand, ethnic, religious, and racial hatreds are fragmenting the political landscape into smaller
and smaller tribal units. Jihad vs. McWorld is the term that distinguished writer and political
scientist Benjamin R. Barber has coined to describe the powerful and paradoxical interdependence
of these forces. In this important new book, he explores the alarming repercussions of this potent
dialectic for democracy. A work of persuasive originality and penetrating insight, Jihad vs. McWorld
holds up a sharp, clear lens to the dangerous chaos of the post-Cold War world. Critics and political
leaders have already heralded Benjamin R. Barber's work for its bold vision and moral courage.
Jihad vs. McWorld is an essential text for anyone who wants to understand our troubled present and
the crisis threatening our future.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Jihad Vs. McWorld Benjamin R. Barber, 2011-01-31
Political scientist Benjamin R. Barber offers a penetrating analysis of the central conflict of our
times: consumerist capitalism versus religious and tribal fundamentalism. Jihad versus Mcworld is
the term that Barber uses to describe the powerful and paradoxical interdependence of these forces.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Hybridity, OR the Cultural Logic of Globalization
Kraidy, 2007-09

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Not Like Us Richard Pells, 2008-08-04 Debunking the
myth of the Americanization of Europe, a noted historian presents an authoritative and engrossing
cultural history of how America tried to remake Europe in its own image, and how the Europeans
successfully retained their identity in the face of American mass culture. Pells provides a new
paradigm for understanding the survival of local and national cultures in a global setting.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Barbarians and Civilization in International
Relations Mark B. Salter, 2002-09-20 The terrorist attacks in New York and Washington have led to
popular conceptions of Muslims as terrorists. Some commentators have harked back to the 'Clash of
Civilizations' argument outlined by Samuel Huntington which argued that, after the collapse of the
Cold War, culture would become the main axis of conflict for civilisational alliances. Mark Salter
takes issue with Huntington's theory and explains how the terms of his argument are part of an
imperialist discourse that casts other civilisations as essentially barbarian. Although many
commentators have engaged with Huntington's claims, few have pursued the political implications of
his argument. Barbarians and Civilisation offers a decisive exploration of the colonial rhetoric
inherent in current political discourse. Charting the usefulness of concepts of culture and identity
for understanding world politics, Salter brilliantly illustrates the benefits and the limitations of the
civilised/barbarian dichotomy in international relations.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Philosophical Perspectives on the "War on Terrorism" ,
2007-01-01 This book responds to the Bush Administration position on the “war on terror.” It
examines preemption within the context of “just war”; justification for the United States-led invasion
of Iraq, with some authors charging that its tactics serve to increase terror; global terrorism; and
concepts such as reconciliation, Islamic identity, nationalism, and intervention.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Balancing Local Control and State Responsibility for K-12
Education Neil D. Theobald, Betty Malen, 2013-10-18 This book examines the impact of state
activism on local school autonomy in terms of both financial resources and policy initiatives.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Transnational Legal Processes Michael Likosky, 2002-04


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-188/benjamin-barber-jihad-vs-mcworld.pdf

This work comprises 24 linked essays by leading transatlantic scholars in international law and the
social sciences examining the sociolegal aspects of multi-jurisdictional legal techniques and
trans-jurisdictional social phenomena. The contributors bring a range of disciplinary expertises
including anthropology, economics, law and sociology to bear on key questions raised by
transnational legal processes. The pieces explore legal developments in multiple territories including
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the United States. The volume is designed as a general reader for
courses on law and globalisation and related studies. The collection is made up of four parts, each
addressing a central theme in transnational law and legal action (law-making and compliance),
human rights, commerce and governance. The essays discuss such diverse problems as: the role of
foreign actors in the ethnic conflicts of Kosovo and Rwanda; the power the United States and the UK
wield over international capital markets; and the adaptability of existing public international law to
deal with the challenges wrought by globalisation.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Peace, War and Computers Chris Hables Gray,
2013-10-18 Computers are at the heart of war as we know it and this visionary overview of cyber
war in the twenty-first century studies how electronics have changed the way we fight. Using
informatics and chaos theory, this is a disarming, yet enthralling read.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Europeans Are Lovin' It? Coca-Cola, McDonald's and
Responses to American Global Businesses in Italy and France, 1886-2015 Giulia Crisanti,
2023-09-25 From the French origin of Coca-Cola to McDonald’s sponsorship of the 2015 Milan Expo,
the book presents the first comparative history of these multinational corporations in two Western
European countries, addressing some compelling questions: to what extent our increasingly
globalized world is persistently shaped by forms of American hegemony, and what are some of the
forces that have been most effective at challenging the relationship between Americanization and
globalization? Through the local history of global companies, the book tells a new story about not
only the influence of American businesses in Europe but also the influence of European governments
and societies on those American businesses and their adaptability.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Readings in European Security Michael Emerson, 2007
The European Security Forum brings together senior officials and experts from EU and Euro-Atlantic
Partnership countries, including the United States and Russia, to discuss security issues of strategic
importance to Europe. Now in its sixth year of operation, the Forum is jointly directed by the Centre
for European Policy Studies (CEPS), the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces
(DCAF), and the International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) in London. The ambition of this
fourth annual volume of Readings in European Security is to serve as a prism through which the
EU's external relations and security can be assessed, with contributions from its American and
Russian partners. The book contains the complete set of working papers presented and discussed
from January through December 2006. During this period, international experts tackled highly
topical strategic issues ranging from the security of energy supplies in Europe to Ukraine's strategic
security to Islamic extremism in Europe to the strategic implications of the failed EU Constitutional
Treaty.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Women and Interreligious Dialogue Catherine
Cornille, Jillian Maxey, 2013-09-26 Though women have been objects more often than subjects of
interreligious dialogue, they have nevertheless contributed in significant ways to the dialogue, just
as the dialogue has also contributed to their own self-understanding. This volume, the fifth in the
Interreligious Dialogue Series, brings together historical, critical, and constructive approaches to
the role of women in the dialogue between religions. These approaches deal with concrete examples
of women's involvement in dialogue, critical reflections on the representation of women in dialogue,
and the important question of what women might bring to the dialogue. Together, they open up new
avenues for reflection on the nature and purpose of interreligious dialogue.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Cities of God and Nationalism Khaldoun Samman,
2015-12-03 A tour-de-force in different fields of knowledge. It takes world-city and world-history
literatures to a higher level of depth and understanding. It is difficult to imagine a more pioneering,



in-depth study of world cities. Ramon Grosfoguel, Professor, Department of Ethnic Studies,
University of California, Berkeley A remarkable and original discussion of three great sacred cities
across time, and their transformation by nationalism in the modern world. Immanuel Wallerstein,
Yale University Far from spawning an age of tolerance, modernity has created the social basis of
division and exclusion. This book elaborates this provocative claim as it explores the rich but divided
histories of three cities located at the crossroads of Islam, Christianity, and Judaism. Many observers
presume that violence is built into these sacred cities because their citizens cling to religious or
cultural ideals of some archaic age; only when this history is overcome can citizens enter a new age
of brotherhood. Samman persuades us to refocus our attention on modernity, which has instilled
troubling dilemmas from the outside. He shows how these sacred places long ago entered the
modern world where global political and economic forces exacerbate nationalism and regional
divisions. If we are to resolve deep conflicts we must re-imagine the institutional basis on which
modernity, rather than religion, is built.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Globalization and Media Jack Lule, 2021-01-20 The
fully updated fourth edition of this lively and accessible book argues for the central role of media in
understanding and shaping globalization. By breaking down the economic, cultural, and political
impact of media, and through a rich set of case studies, Jack Lule describes a divided global village,
its destiny shaped by strife.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Religion in World Conflict Jonathan Fox, Shmeul
Sandler, 2014-02-04 This new book tackles two crucial questions: First, how does religion in its
various forms and manifestations influence world politics? Second, how will adding religion to the
discourse on international relations modify our theoretical understanding? Each of these leading
authors addresses different aspects of these questions in different contexts providing a diverse and
multifaceted view of the topic. Susanna Pearce and Tanja Ellingsen examine the religious causes of
conflict on the macro-level. Several of the contributors focus on specific conflicts. The Gaurav Ghose
and Patrick James examine the Kashmir conflict from the Pakistani perspective and Carolyn James
and Ozgur. Ozdamar examine it from the Indian perspective. Similarly Hillel Frisch examines the
Palestinian-ISraeli conflict from the Palestinian perspective and Jonathan Rynhold examines it from
the Israeli perspective. Finally, two of the authors examine other important issues. Stuart Cohen
examines the evolution of the religious view of war in the Jewish tradition and Yehudit Auerbach
examines whether can play a role in conflict resolution and reconciliation. These assessments deliver
fascinating conclusions. This book was previously published as a Special Issue of Terrorism and
Violence.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Religion in the Neoliberal Age Francois Gauthier,
2016-04-08 This book, together with a complementary volume 'Religion in Consumer Society’,
focuses on religion, neoliberalism and consumer society; offering an overview of an emerging field of
research in the study of contemporary religion. Claiming that we are entering a new phase of
state-religion relations, the editors examine how this is historically anchored in modernity but
affected by neoliberalization and globalization of society and social life. Seemingly distant
developments, such as marketization and commoditization of religion as well as legalization and
securitization of social conflicts, are transforming historical expressions of 'religion' and 'religiosity"
yet these changes are seldom if ever understood as forming a coherent, structured and systemic
ensemble. 'Religion in the Neoliberal Age' includes an extensive introduction framing the research
area, and linking it to existing scholarship, before looking at four key issues: 1. How changes in state
structures have empowered new modes of religious activity in welfare production and the delivery of
a range of state services; 2. How are religion-state relations transforming under the pressures of
globalization and neoliberalism; 3. How historical churches and their administrations are
undergoing change due to structural changes in society, and what new forms of religious body are
emerging; 4. How have law and security become new areas for solving religious conflicts. Outlining
changes in both the political-institutional and cultural spheres, the contributors offer an
international overview of developments in different countries and state of the art representation of



religion in the new global political economy.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: ...But If a Zombie Apocalypse Did Occur Amy L.
Thompson, Antonio S. Thompson, 2015-09-02 Part pop culture trope, part hypothetical cataclysm,
the zombie apocalypse is rooted in modern literature, film and mythology. This collection of new
essays considers the implications of this scientifically impossible (but perhaps imminent) event,
examining real-world responses to pandemic contagion and civic chaos, as well as those from
Hollywood and popular culture. The contributors discuss the zombie apocalypse as a metaphor for
actual catastrophes and estimate the probabilities of human survival and behavior during an undead
invasion.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Coming Into Contact Ann A. Merrill, Ian Marshall, Daniel
J. Philippon, Adam W. Sweeting, 2010-01-25 A snapshot of ecocriticism in action, Coming into
Contact collects sixteen previously unpublished essays that explore some of the most promising new
directions in the study of literature and the environment. They look to previously unexamined or
underexamined aspects of literature's relationship to the environment, including swamps,
internment camps, Asian American environments, the urbanized Northeast, and lynching sites. The
authors relate environmental discourse to practice, including the teaching of green design in
composition classes, the restoration of damaged landscapes, the persuasive strategies of
environmental activists, the practice of urban architecture, and the impact of human technologies on
nature. The essays also put ecocriticism into greater contact with the natural sciences, including
elements of evolutionary biology, biological taxonomy, and geology. Engaging both ecocritical theory
and practice, these authors more closely align ecocriticism with the physical environment, with the
wide range of texts and cultural practices that concern it, and with the growing scholarly
conversation that surrounds this concern.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Coming Into Contact Annie Merrill Ingram, 2007 A
snapshot of ecocriticism in action, Coming into Contact collects sixteen previously unpublished
essays that explore some of the most promising new directions in the study of literature and the
environment. They look to previously unexamined or underexamined aspects of literature's
relationship to the environment, including swamps, internment camps, Asian American
environments, the urbanized Northeast, and lynching sites. The authors relate environmental
discourse to practice, including the teaching of green design in composition classes, the restoration
of damaged landscapes, the persuasive strategies of environmental activists, the practice of urban
architecture, and the impact of human technologies on nature. The essays also put ecocriticism into
greater contact with the natural sciences, including elements of evolutionary biology, biological
taxonomy, and geology. Engaging both ecocritical theory and practice, these authors more closely
align ecocriticism with the physical environment, with the wide range of texts and cultural practices
that concern it, and with the growing scholarly conversation that surrounds this concern.

benjamin barber jihad vs mcworld: Carbon Democracy Timothy Mitchell, 2011-11-05 “A
brilliant, revisionist argument that places oil companies at the heart of 20th-century history—and of
the political and environmental crises we now face.” —Guardian “A sweeping overview of the
relationship between fossil fuels and political institutions from the industrial revolution to the Arab
Spring.” —Financial Times Oil is a curse, it is often said, that condemns the countries producing it to
an existence defined by war, corruption and enormous inequality. Carbon Democracy tells a more
complex story, arguing that no nation escapes the political consequences of our collective
dependence on oil. It shapes the body politic both in regions such as the Middle East, which rely
upon revenues from oil production, and in the places that have the greatest demand for energy.
Timothy Mitchell begins with the history of coal power to tell a radical new story about the rise of
democracy. Coal was a source of energy so open to disruption that oligarchies in the West became
vulnerable for the first time to mass demands for democracy. In the mid-twentieth century, however,
the development of cheap and abundant energy from oil, most notably from the Middle East, offered
a means to reduce this vulnerability to democratic pressures. The abundance of oil made it possible
for the first time in history to reorganize political life around the management of something now



called “the economy” and the promise of its infinite growth. The politics of the West became
dependent on an undemocratic Middle East. In the twenty-first century, the oil-based forms of
modern democratic politics have become unsustainable. Foreign intervention and military rule are
faltering in the Middle East, while governments everywhere appear incapable of addressing the
crises that threaten to end the age of carbon democracy—the disappearance of cheap energy and
the carbon-fuelled collapse of the ecological order. In making the production of energy the central
force shaping the democratic age, Carbon Democracy rethinks the history of energy, the politics of
nature, the theory of democracy, and the place of the Middle East in our common world.
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