benjamin angel of history

Benjamin Angel of History: Exploring the Meaning and Legacy

benjamin angel of history is a phrase that resonates deeply within the realms of philosophy, history, and
cultural studies. It refers to a powerful metaphor introduced by the German-Jewish philosopher Walter
Benjamin, whose reflections on history and progress continue to inspire critical thought and artistic
expression. If you've ever wondered about the intersection between history, memory, and the forces that
shape our understanding of the past, the concept of the "Angel of History" offers a fascinating lens through

which to explore these ideas.

Who Is the Benjamin Angel of History?

At its core, the Benjamin Angel of History is not a person but an image—a metaphor created by Walter
Benjamin in his "Theses on the Philosophy of History," written in 1940. Benjamin envisioned an angel
swept forward into the future by a powerful storm, yet its gaze is fixed on the wreckage of the past. This
angel sees history not as a smooth, linear progression but as a series of catastrophes and upheavals, with each

moment piling debris upon debris.

The Origin of the Angel Image

Benjamin’s image draws from a 19th-century painting by Paul Klee titled "Angelus Novus." The painting
depicts an angel with wide eyes and outstretched wings, seemingly caught between awe and distress.
Benjamin interpreted this angel as a symbol of history’s relentless forward motion, propelled by what he
called the "storm of progress.”" This storm carries the angel into the future, but the angel’s face is turned

toward the past, witnessing the accumulation of destruction left behind by human actions.

The Philosophy Behind the Angel

Understanding the Benjamin Angel of History requires delving into Benjamin’s critique of traditional
historical narratives. Instead of seeing history as a triumphant march toward improvement, Benjamin
emphasized the fragmented and tragic nature of historical progress. The angel’s gaze symbolizes a critical

engagement with history, one that refuses to ignore suffering and injustice.



History as Catastrophe

Benjamin argued that what is often called "progress" is accompanied by devastation—wars, oppression, and
systemic failures. The Angel of History sees these disasters as an ongoing pile of rubble, not as stepping
stones to a better future. This perspective challenges the optimistic, teleological view of history and

encourages a more nuanced understanding of the past’s complexities.

The Storm of Progress

The "storm" that propels the angel forward represents the unstoppable force of time and modernity. It
suggests that society is driven by forces beyond individual control, swept into the future even as the
consequences of past actions remain unresolved. This metaphor invites reflection on how societies often

prioritize forward momentum over reckoning with historical trauma.

Benjamin Angel of History in Contemporary Thought

Walter Benjamin’s Angel of History has transcended philosophy and literature, influencing cultural
criticism, historiography, and even political activism. Scholars and artists have adopted this metaphor to

interrogate how we remember and represent history.

Impact on Historical Materialism

Benjamin’s ideas intersect with Marxist theories of history, particularly historical materialism, which
examines how economic and social forces shape the course of events. The Angel of History critiques
simplistic narratives of "inevitable progress" and instead highlights the contradictions and struggles

embedded in history.

Influence on Art and Literature

Artists and writers have drawn inspiration from the Angel of History to explore themes of memory,
trauma, and the passage of time. This image often appears in works that seek to challenge dominant

historical narratives and give voice to marginalized experiences.



Why the Benjamin Angel of History Matters Today

In an era marked by rapid technological change, political upheaval, and global challenges, the Benjamin
Angel of History remains strikingly relevant. It pushes us to reconsider how we understand progress and

to acknowledge the costs that come with it.

Reevaluating Progress

Too often, societies celebrate technological or economic advancements without fully grappling with their
social or environmental consequences. The Angel of History reminds us to pause and reflect on what is lost

or damaged amid these changes.

Remembering Forgotten Histories

The metaphor encourages historians, educators, and citizens alike to uncover stories that have been
overlooked or suppressed. By turning our gaze to these hidden pasts, we gain a fuller understanding of our

collective history—a step toward justice and healing.

Applying the Angel’s Insight in Everyday Life

While the Benjamin Angel of History is a profound philosophical concept, its lessons can influence how
individuals approach history and current events.

e Critical Thinking: Question simplistic narratives about progress and success.

e Empathy: Recognize the human suffering behind historical events.

e Active Memory: Engage with diverse historical perspectives to build a more inclusive

understanding.

¢ Responsibility: Consider how present actions contribute to future historical legacies.

By embracing these practices, we honor the spirit of the Angel of History and commit to a more thoughtful

engagement with the past and future.



The Benjamin Angel of History serves as a haunting yet hopeful symbol—a reminder that history is not
just a record of what has been but a call to awareness and action. It challenges us to see beyond the surface
of progress, to acknowledge the complexities of time, and to strive for a world where history’s lessons are

not forgotten but embraced with care and responsibility.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the 'Benjamin Angel of History' referenced in contemporary
discussions?

The 'Benjamin Angel of History' refers to Walter Benjamin's concept of the 'Angel of History," an
allegorical figure he described in his 1940 essay 'Theses on the Philosophy of History.' This angel looks back

at the past, witnessing the continuous wreckage of history while being propelled forward into the future.

What is the significance of Walter Benjamin's 'Angel of History'
metaphor?

Walter Benjamin's 'Angel of History' metaphor illustrates the idea that history is not a linear progression of
improvement but a series of disasters and catastrophes. The angel sees the accumulated wreckage of the past
and is forced forward by the storm of progress, symbolizing the tension between memory and historical

movement.

How has the 'Benjamin Angel of History' influenced modern critical
theory?

The 'Benjamin Angel of History' has deeply influenced modern critical theory by challenging traditional
narratives of historical progress. It encourages a critical examination of history that acknowledges trauma,
oppression, and the consequences of so-called progress, inspiring scholars in philosophy, cultural studies, and

historiography.

In what ways is the 'Benjamin Angel of History' relevant to current
social and political issues?

The 'Benjamin Angel of History' remains relevant to current social and political issues as it prompts
reflection on ongoing injustices and historical trauma. It urges societies to confront the destructive legacies

of colonialism, war, and inequality rather than ignoring or sanitizing the past in the name of progress.



Can you explain the visual representation of the 'Benjamin Angel of
History'?

The visual representation of the 'Benjamin Angel of History' is based on a Paul Klee painting titled
'Angelus Novus." Walter Benjamin described the angel as having its face turned toward the past, eyes wide
open, witnessing the debris of history, while being pushed forward by a storm from the future,

symbolizing the unstoppable force of historical change.

Additional Resources

Benjamin Angel of History: Unraveling the Layers of a Complex Historical Figure

benjamin angel of history stands as a fascinating and multifaceted figure whose legacy has intrigued
historians, scholars, and cultural commentators alike. Rooted deeply in the discourse of historical
interpretation, this concept or persona invites an exploration of history not merely as a chronological
sequence of events but as a dynamic and often contested narrative shaped by human agency, memory, and
interpretation. This article delves into the intricate dimensions surrounding Benjamin Angel of History,
situating him within broader historiographical debates and reflecting on the enduring relevance of his

symbolic presence in contemporary discussions about history and progress.

Understanding Benjamin Angel of History: Origins and
Significance

The phrase "Benjamin Angel of History" is evocative of Walter Benjamin’s renowned "Angel of History"
image, a powerful allegory that has permeated critical theory and historical philosophy. While Walter
Benjamin’s Angel of History is a figure looking back at the wreckage of the past, swept forward into the
future by the storm of progress, Benjamin Angel of History as a term or persona can be seen as an extension

or reinterpretation of this metaphor within various historical and cultural contexts.

This figure embodies the tension between memory and history, trauma and continuity, destruction and
renewal. It challenges the traditional narratives that often sanitize or simplify historical events, urging a
more nuanced and critical engagement with the past. In this regard, Benjamin Angel of History is not
merely a subject for academic inquiry but a living symbol of how history is experienced, remembered, and

retold.

Historical Context and Theoretical Foundations



To appreciate the full implications of Benjamin Angel of History, it is essential to consider the intellectual
background that informs this concept. Walter Benjamin’s original Angel of History, depicted in his "Theses
on the Philosophy of History," critiques the notion of linear progress and highlights the catastrophic
consequences of modernity’s relentless advance. This angel is caught in a paradox where it wishes to mend

the ruins of the past yet is propelled forward by the unstoppable forces of time and progress.

Benjamin Angel of History inherits this paradoxical stance, encapsulating the ambivalence toward historical
progress and memory. It serves as a prism through which historians and theorists examine the complexities
of historical consciousness, especially in post-colonial studies, trauma theory, and memory studies. Through
this lens, history becomes less about triumphalist narratives and more about grappling with unresolved

histories and silenced voices.

The Role of Benjamin Angel of History in Contemporary
Historiography

In modern historiography, Benjamin Angel of History functions as a conceptual tool to interrogate how
history is constructed and whose stories are prioritized. By invoking this figure, scholars challenge

dominant historical paradigms that often marginalize certain groups or perspectives.

Memory versus History: Navigating Contradictions

One of the critical themes associated with Benjamin Angel of History is the tension between collective
memory and official history. Memory is often personal, fragmented, and subjective, while history strives
for objectivity and coherence. This dichotomy raises questions about authenticity, representation, and

power.

Benjamin Angel of History symbolizes the struggle to reconcile these competing dimensions. For example,
in studies of post-conflict societies, where traumatic memories clash with state-sanctioned historical
narratives, this figure highlights the ethical and epistemological challenges historians face. It underscores
the importance of acknowledging multiple narratives to avoid the pitfalls of historical erasure and

revisionism.

Trauma and Historical Reckoning

The concept is also deeply intertwined with trauma theory, as Benjamin Angel of History reflects the
burden of historical suffering and the imperative for acknowledgment and healing. In contexts such as the

Holocaust, slavery, or indigenous dispossession, this figure represents the unresolved wounds that history



often leaves behind.
By focusing on trauma, Benjamin Angel of History invites a more empathetic and responsible approach to
historiography—one that does not shy away from uncomfortable truths but confronts them directly. This

approach can foster a more inclusive and critical understanding of the past, which is essential for social

justice and reconciliation efforts.

Comparative Perspectives and Applications

Benjamin Angel of History’s conceptual richness allows it to be applied across diverse fields and disciplines,

each bringing unique insights into its significance.

In Cultural Studies and Literature

In cultural studies, Benjamin Angel of History serves as a metaphor for the ways literature and art engage
with history. Writers and artists often invoke this figure to critique historical amnesia and to bear witness
to forgotten or suppressed histories. This usage enriches the cultural imagination and provokes deeper

reflections on the ethical responsibilities of representation.

In Political Discourse and Social Movements

Politically, Benjamin Angel of History has been mobilized to critique neoliberal narratives of progress and
development that ignore historical injustices. Social movements advocating for reparations, indigenous
rights, or anti-colonial decolonization often draw on this figure to emphasize the need for historical
accountability and transformative justice.

e Serves as a critical reminder of the consequences of ignoring historical trauma

¢ Challenges dominant ideologies that promote uncritical notions of progress

¢ Encourages an intersectional approach to history that includes marginalized voices



Pros and Cons of Embracing Benjamin Angel of History in

Scholarship

As with any conceptual tool, integrating Benjamin Angel of History into academic discourse has both

advantages and potential drawbacks.

Pros

e Promotes critical reflection: Encourages historians to question simplistic narratives and consider the

complexities of historical experience.

e Fosters inclusivity: Highlights the importance of diverse perspectives, especially those historically

marginalized.

¢ Enhances interdisciplinary dialogue: Bridges history with philosophy, literature, trauma studies, and
political theory.

Cons

e Potential for abstraction: The figurative nature of the Angel of History may lead to overly theoretical

discussions detached from empirical research.

e Ambiguity in application: The metaphor’s multiplicity of meanings can sometimes cause

interpretative confusion.

¢ Risk of fatalism: Emphasizing the wreckage of history might overshadow possibilities for progress

and reconciliation.

Benjamin Angel of History’s Enduring Impact

Despite these challenges, Benjamin Angel of History remains a vital and provocative symbol within the



landscape of historical thought. Its ability to encapsulate the paradoxes of history—between remembering
and forgetting, progress and destruction—continues to resonate with scholars and practitioners dedicated to

uncovering more honest and inclusive historical narratives.

The ongoing relevance of this figure is evident in contemporary debates about how societies come to terms
with their pasts, whether in the context of truth commissions, memorialization projects, or educational
reforms. By engaging with Benjamin Angel of History, these efforts acknowledge that history is not static

but an active, contested process that shapes identity, memory, and future possibilities.

In exploring the layers embodied by Benjamin Angel of History, we are reminded that history’s true
significance lies not only in what has happened but in how we choose to remember, interpret, and learn
from it. This figure challenges us to confront the complexities of history with openness and rigor, ensuring

that the past remains a living dialogue rather than a closed chapter.

Benjamin Angel Of History

benjamin angel of history: Walter Benjamin's Angel of History, Or the Transfiguration
of the Revolutionary Into the Historian, 1996

benjamin angel of history: Behind the Angel of History Annie Bourneuf, 2022-09-24 This
short book offers a dazzling new interpretation of Paul Klee's most famous work: his Angelus Novus
(1920), which was purchased by Walter Benjamin and became the model for his Angel of History, a
figure saturated with Jewish mysticism that he introduces in his Theses on the Philosophy of History.
In 2014 the celebrated American artist R. H. Quaytman made a surprising discovery about Klee's
work when she examined it at the Jewish Museum in Israel. She realized that Klee had carefully
pasted the Angelus down over another image, a face, leaving just a finger's breadth of it showing.
Through forensic science and lots of sleuthing it was determined that face belonged to Martin
Luther. Behind the Angel of History tells the story of how Quaytman solved the mystery of who lurks
behind Klee's angel. It then plunges into questions about why a face long hidden beneath another
picture might matter. The book travels through a tangle of loaded conversations among images-from
Klee's Angelus to Benjamin's own drawing of a crucified angel, from Klee's Angelus to Quaytman's
own layered panels meditating on its secret--

benjamin angel of history: Benjamin's Arcades Peter Buse, 2006-09-19 'Benjamin's Arcades'
is an innovative text for students and specialists on the intellectual and political context of Walter
Benjamin's unfinished masterpiece, 'The Arcades Project'. It includes a special 'convoluted index' to
aid the reader in discovering recurrent themes and ideas, both in the book itself and Benjamin's
methods.

benjamin angel of history: Behind the Angel of History Annie Bourneuf, 2022-10-01 The story
of artist R. H. Quaytman’s discovery of an engraving hidden behind a famous artwork by Paul Klee.
This book begins with artist R. H. Quaytman uncovering something startling about a picture by Paul
Klee. Pasted beneath Klee’s 1920 Angelus Novus—famous for its role in the writings of its first
owner, Walter Benjamin—Quaytman found that Klee had interleaved a nineteenth-century engraving
of Martin Luther, leaving just enough visible to provoke questions. Behind the Angel of History
reveals why this hidden face matters, delving into the intertwined artistic, political, and theological
issues consuming Germany in the wake of the Great War. With the Angelus Novus, Klee responded
to a growing call for a new religious art. For Benjamin, Klee’s Angelus became bound up with the
prospect of meaningful dialogue among religions in Germany. Reflecting on Klee’s, Benjamin’s, and


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-188/benjamin-angel-of-history.pdf

Quaytman'’s strategies of superimposing conflicting images, Annie Bourneuf reveals new dimensions
of complexity in this iconic work and the writing it inspired.

benjamin angel of history: Tony Kushner James Fisher, 2006-04-21 Playwright Tony Kushner
is a voice of intellectualism, neo-socialism, gay activism and political outrage in an era when the
political pendulum has swayed to the right. Through scalding humor, thought, and compassion, he
explores political dynamics and the human condition in the modern era, shedding light on and giving
hope for the direst of circumstances. His best known work, Angels in America, delves beneath the
anti-gay rhetoric and political superficiality of the AIDS pandemic to true suffering and
transformation. His political epic Homebody/Kabul engages the issue of terrorism and conflicting
fundamental beliefs. In this book 11 scholars explore the works of Tony Kushner across his career.
Several address Angels: one explores the presentation of homosexuality by Kushner compared to
that of Tennessee Williams, who wrote in a less tolerant era; another places Angels in the contexts of
Hegel's concept of freedom and the gay revolution; a third discusses the play in terms of queer
theory and politics. Homebody/Kabul is examined in two essays, one analyzing media reaction, the
other exploring cultural and economic differences, religious fundamentalism and the West's
luxurious predominance in the world. Other studies address relationships in Kushner's works to
William Inge's 1950 play Come Back, Little Sheba; the plays of experimentalist Adrienne Kennedy;
and fascist creep in the era of playwrights W.H. Auden and Christopher Isherwood, among other
topics.

benjamin angel of history: Approaching the Millennium Deborah R. Geis, Steven F. Kruger,
1997 Leading critics, scholars, and theater practictioners consider the most talked-about play of the
1990s

benjamin angel of history: Potentialities Giorgio Agamben, 2000-01-01 This book collects
fifteen major philosophical essays spanning more than twenty years by acclaimed Italian philosopher
and author of State of Exception. Giorgio Agamben is one of contemporary philosophy’s most
influential thinkers on the subjects of language, power, society. This collection of essays opens with
an enlightening introduction by the translator Daniel Heller-Roazen, who situates Agamben’s work
with respect to both the history of philosophy and contemporary European thought. The essays that
follow articulate a series of theoretical confrontations with privileged figures in the history of
philosophy, politics, and criticism, from Plato to Spinoza, Aristotle to Deleuze, Carl Schmitt to
Benjamin, Hegel to Aby Warburg, and Heidegger to Derrida. Three fundamental concepts organize
the collection as a whole: the existence of language; the nature of history; and the problem of
potentiality in metaphysics, ethics, and the philosophy of language. All these topics converge in the
final part of the book, in which Agamben offers an extensive reading of Melville’s short story
“Bartleby the Scrivener” as a work that puts potentiality and actuality, possibility and reality, in a
new light.

benjamin angel of history: Politics Out of History Wendy Brown, 2018-06-05 What happens to
left and liberal political orientations when faith in progress is broken, when both the sovereign
individual and sovereign states seem tenuous, when desire seems as likely to seek punishment as
freedom, when all political conviction is revealed as contingent and subjective? Politics Out of
History is animated by the question of how we navigate the contemporary political landscape when
the traditional compass points of modernity have all but disappeared. Wendy Brown diagnoses a
range of contemporary political tendencies--from moralistic high-handedness to low-lying political
despair in politics, from the difficulty of formulating political alternatives to reproaches against
theory in intellectual life--as the consequence of this disorientation. Politics Out of History also
presents a provocative argument for a new approach to thinking about history--one that forsakes the
idea that history has a purpose and treats it instead as a way of illuminating openings in the present
by, for example, identifying the haunting and constraining effects of past injustices unresolved.
Brown also argues for a revitalized relationship between intellectual and political life, one that
cultivates the autonomy of each while promoting their interlocutory potential. This book will be
essential reading for all who find the trajectories of contemporary liberal democracies bewildering



and are willing to engage readings of a range of thinkers--Freud, Marx, Nietzsche, Spinoza,
Benjamin, Derrida--to rethink democratic possibility in our time.

benjamin angel of history: War, Violence and the Modern Condition Bernd Huppauf,
2010-11-05 No detailed description available for War, Violence and the Modern Condition.

benjamin angel of history: Walter Benjamin's Other History Beatrice Hanssen, 2000-12-04 In
this study, Beatrice Hanssen unlocks the philosophical and ethical dimensions of the Trauerspiel
study, showing how its thematics persisted well into the later writings of the thirties. For by
introducing the materialistic category of natural history in The Origin of German Tragic Drama,
Benjamin not only criticized idealistic conceptions of history writing but also expressed an
ethico-theological call for another kind of history, one no longer anthropocentric in nature. This
profound critique of historical thinking, Hanssen shows, went hand in hand with a radical
de-limitation of the human subject, informed by his interest in questions about ethics, the law, and
justice. Through an analysis of the seemingly innocuous figures of stones, animals, and angels that
are scattered throughout his writings, Hanssen reconstructs the often neglected ethical dimension of
his historical thought. In the course of doing so, she not only places Benjamin's work in the context
of contemporaries such as Adorno, Cohen, Lukacs, Kafka, Kraus, and Heidegger but also
demonstrates the persistence of Benjaminian themes in contemporary philosophy and critical theory.

benjamin angel of history: Time, History and Architecture Gevork Hartoonian, 2017-10-12
Time, History and Architecture presents a series of essays on critical historiography, each
addressing a different topic, to elucidate the importance of two influential figures Walter Benjamin
and Gottfried Semper for architectural history. In a work exploring themes such as time, autonomy
and periodization, author Gevork Hartoonian unpacks the formation of architectural history; the
problem of autonomy in criticism and the historiographic narrative. Considering the scope of
criticism informing the contemporaneity of architecture, the book explores the concept of
nonsimultaneity, and introduces retrospective criticism the agent of critical historiography. An
engaging thematic dialogue for academics and upper-level graduate students interested in
architectural history and theory, this book aims to deconstruct the certainties of historicism and to
raise new questions and interpretations from established critical canons.

benjamin angel of history: Politics and Heidegger’s Concept of Thinking in Contemporary Art
Louise Carrie Wales, 2021-09-16 Responding to Heidegger’s stark warnings concerning the essence
of technology, this book demonstrates art’s capacity to emancipate the life-world from globalized
technological enframing. Louise Carrie Wales presents the work of five contemporary artists -
Martha Rosler, Christian Boltanski, Krzysztof Wodiczko, and collaborators Noorafshan Mirza and
Brad Butler - who challenge our thinking and compel a dramatic re-positioning of social norms and
hidden beliefs. The through-line is rooted in Heidegger’s question posed at the conclusion of his
technology essay as understood through artworks that provides a counter to enframing while using
increasingly sophisticated technological methods. The themes are political in nature and continue to
have profound resonance in today’s geopolitical climate. The book will be of interest to scholars
working in art history, aesthetics, philosophy, and visual culture.

benjamin angel of history: Architecture Post Mortem Donald Kunze, David Bertolini,
Simone Brott, 2016-04-15 Architecture Post Mortem surveys architecture’s encounter with death,
decline, and ruination following late capitalism. As the world moves closer to an economic abyss that
many perceive to be the death of capital, contraction and crisis are no longer mere phases of normal
market fluctuations, but rather the irruption of the unconscious of ideology itself. Post mortem is
that historical moment wherein architecture’s symbolic contract with capital is put on stage, naked
to all. Architecture is not irrelevant to fiscal and political contagion as is commonly believed; it is the
victim and penetrating analytical agent of the current crisis. As the very apparatus for modernity’s
guilt and unfulfilled drives-modernity’s debt-architecture is that ideological element that functions
as a master signifier of its own destruction, ordering all other signifiers and modes of signification
beneath it. It is under these conditions that architecture theory has retreated to an 'Alamo' of
history, a final desert outpost where history has been asked to transcend itself. For architecture’s




hoped-for utopia always involves an apocalypse. This timely collection of essays reformulates
architecture’s relation to modernity via the operational death-drive: architecture is but a passage
between life and death. This collection includes essays by Kazi K. Ashraf, David Bertolini, Simone
Brott, Peggy Deamer, Didem Ekici, Paul Emmons, Donald Kunze, Todd McGowan, Gevork
Hartoonian, Nadir Lahiji, Erika Naginski, and Dennis Maher.

benjamin angel of history: Angels of Modernism S. Hobson, 2011-10-26 The angel can be
viewed as a signal reference to modernist attempts to accommodate religious languages to
self-consciously modern cultures. This book uses the angel to explore the relations between
modernist literature and early twentieth-century debates over the secular and/or religious character
of the modern age.

benjamin angel of history: Nexus William Collins Donahue, Martha B. Helfer, 2011 'Nexus'
publishes innovative research in German Jewish studies and serves as a venue for introducing new
directions in the field, analyzing the development and definition of the field itself, and considering
the place of German Jewish studies within the disciplines of both German studies and Jewish studies.

benjamin angel of history: Memory-Theater and Postmodern Drama Jeanette R. Malkin,
2025-10-01 Provides a new way of defining—and understanding—postmodern drama

benjamin angel of history: Environmental Humanities and the Uncanny Rod Giblett,
2019-04-12 Sigmund Freud'’s essay 'The Uncanny' is celebrating a century since publication. It is
arguably his greatest and most fruitful contribution to the study of culture and the environment.
Environmental Humanities and the Uncanny brings into the open neglected aspects of the uncanny
in this famous essay in its centenary year and in the work of those before and after him, such as
Friedrich Schelling, Walter Benjamin, E. T. A. Hoffmann and Bram Stoker. This book does so by
focussing on religion, especially at a time and for a world in which some sectors of the monotheisms
are in aggressive, and sometimes violent, contention against those of other monotheisms, and even
against other sectors within their own monotheism. The chapter on Schelling’s uncanny argues that
monotheisms come out of polytheism and makes the plea for polytheism central to the whole book. It
enables rethinking the relationships between mythology and monotheistic and polytheistic religions
in a culturally and politically liberatory and progressive way. Succeeding chapters consider the
uncanny cyborg, the uncanny and the fictional, and the uncanny and the Commonwealth, concluding
with a chapter on Taoism as a polytheistic religion. Building on the author’s previous work in
Environmental Humanities and Theologies in bringing together theories of religion and the
environment, this book will be of great interest to students and scholars of the environmental
humanities, ecocultural studies and religion.

benjamin angel of history: Counterfactuals Christopher Prendergast, 2019-04-04 What are
counterfactuals and what is their point? In many cases, none at all. It may be true that if kangaroos
didn't have tails, they would fall over, but they do have tails and if they didn't they wouldn't be
kangaroos (or would they?). This is the sort of thing that can give counterfactuals a bad name, as
inhabitants of a La La Land of the mind. On the other hand, counterfactuals do useful service across
a broad range of disciplines in both the sciences and the humanities, including philosophy, history,
cosmology, biology, cognitive psychology, jurisprudence, economics, art history, literary theory.
They are also richly, albeit sometimes treacherously, present in the everyday human realm of how
our lives are both imagined and lived: in the 'crossroads' scenario of decision-making, the place of
regret in retrospective assessments of paths taken and not taken, and, at the outer limit, as the wish
not to have been born. Christopher Prendergast take us on a dizzying exploratory journey through
some of these intellectual and human landscapes, mobilizing a wide range of reference from
antiquity to the present, and sustained by the belief that, whether as help or hindrance, and with
many variations across cultures, counterfactual thinking and imagining are fundamental to what it is
to be human.

benjamin angel of history: What Is a Western? Josh Garrett-Davis, 2019-09-26 There’s
“western,” and then there’s “Western”—and where history becomes myth is an evocative question,
one of several questions posed by Josh Garrett-Davis in What Is a Western? Region, Genre,




Imagination. Part cultural criticism, part history, and wholly entertaining, this series of essays on
specific films, books, music, and other cultural texts brings a fresh perspective to long-studied
topics. Under Garrett-Davis’s careful observation, cultural objects such as films and literature, art
and artifacts, and icons and oddities occupy the terrain of where the West as region meets the
Western genre. One crucial through line in the collection is the relationship of regional “western”
works to genre “Western” works, and the ways those two categories cannot be cleanly
distinguished—most work about the West is tinted by the Western genre, and Westerns depend on
the region for their status and power. Garrett-Davis also seeks to answer the question “What is a
Western now?” To do so, he brings the Western into dialogue with other frameworks of the
“imagined West” such as Indigenous perspectives, the borderlands, and environmental thinking. The
book’s mosaic of subject matter includes new perspectives on the classic musical film Oklahoma!, a
consideration of Native activism at Standing Rock, and surprises like Pee-wee’s Big Adventure and
Dr. Seuss’s The Lorax. The book is influenced by the borderlands theory of Gloria Anzaldta and the
work of the indie rock band Calexico, as well as the author’s own discipline of western cultural
history. Richly illustrated, primarily from the collection of the Autry Museum of the American West,
Josh Garrett-Davis’s work is as visually interesting as it is enlightening, asking readers to consider
the American West in new ways.

benjamin angel of history: Toward a Negative Theology of Judaism Ernest Rubinstein,
2025-07-29 This book reimagines Judaism and Jewish identity after the time-honored method of
negative theology. It builds on negations that clear space for revisioning of such topics as creation
and revelation, the people and State of Israel, history and suffering, ritual and ethics, God and
spiritual life. The theology builds on thought from key figures in the history of Jewish philosophy and
serves along the way as an introduction to them, including Ecclesiastes, Philo, Saadia Gaon, Judah
Halevi, Maimonides, Spinoza, Moses Mendelssohn, Nachman Krochmal, Hermann Cohen, Franz
Rosenzweig, Martin Buber, Abraham Joshua Heschel, Emil Fackenheim, Emmanuel
Levinas,Yeshayahu Leibowitz, and more. A key finding is that a shared negation binds God and the
Jewish people together: their joint refusal to submit to contentful, constrictive definition.
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