
anthony johnson menace ii society
Anthony Johnson Menace II Society: The Actor Behind a Cult Classic Character

anthony johnson menace ii society is a phrase that immediately brings to mind
one of the most iconic portrayals of urban struggle and raw emotion in 1990s
cinema. Anthony Johnson’s role in the groundbreaking film *Menace II Society*
not only showcased his acting talents but also cemented his place in the
annals of hip-hop influenced, gritty storytelling. For fans of the film and
those interested in the evolution of African American cinema, understanding
Anthony Johnson’s contribution to *Menace II Society* offers a fascinating
glimpse into how authentic performances can elevate a movie from its script
to cultural phenomenon.

Who Is Anthony Johnson? Background and Early
Career

Before diving into the significance of Anthony Johnson in *Menace II
Society*, it’s worth exploring who he is and how his career developed.
Anthony Johnson is an American actor and comedian, known for his distinctive
presence and natural charisma. Born and raised in the United States, Johnson
carved a niche for himself in the entertainment industry with a blend of
humor and drama.

Though his breakthrough role came with *Menace II Society*, Johnson had been
involved in various projects that allowed him to hone his craft. His style
blends streetwise toughness with underlying vulnerability, which made him a
perfect fit for the raw and emotional storytelling of the early '90s urban
dramas.

Anthony Johnson Menace II Society: The Role
That Defined a Generation

*Menace II Society*, released in 1993 and directed by the Hughes Brothers, is
a film that delves deep into the harsh realities of life in South Central Los
Angeles. It’s a movie that blends a coming-of-age story with social
commentary on violence, poverty, and the cyclical nature of crime in urban
environments.

The Character: Caine’s Friend and Confidant

In the film, Anthony Johnson plays the character "Kevin," a friend of the



protagonist Caine Lawson. While not the central figure, Kevin is an important
supporting character whose interactions with Caine reveal much about the
social dynamics and pressures that the characters face daily.

Johnson’s portrayal of Kevin brought a sense of authenticity and relatability
to the narrative. His character was not just a background figure; he
represented the camaraderie and tension among young men caught between
loyalty and survival in a tough neighborhood. This nuanced performance helped
audiences connect emotionally with the story, making the film resonate long
after its release.

Why Anthony Johnson’s Performance Stands Out

What made Anthony Johnson’s role in *Menace II Society* memorable wasn’t just
the script but his ability to embody the lived experience of many young
African Americans during that era. His delivery was natural, devoid of
overacting, which lent credibility to the film’s gritty realism. This
grounded approach helped the film avoid stereotypes and instead presented
fully fleshed-out characters.

Moreover, Johnson’s chemistry with the main cast members, especially Tyrin
Turner (who played Caine), added depth to the film’s exploration of
friendship and loyalty amidst chaos. For many fans, Kevin became an emblem of
the struggle between choosing the right path and succumbing to the
environment’s pressures.

The Cultural Impact of Anthony Johnson’s Role
in Menace II Society

*Menace II Society* wasn’t just another crime drama; it was a cultural
milestone that influenced countless films and sparked discussions about urban
life and systemic issues in America. Anthony Johnson’s contribution, while
sometimes overshadowed by the lead actors, is a crucial part of this legacy.

Representation and Authenticity in 1990s Cinema

During the early '90s, there was a wave of films that sought to portray
African American urban life with honesty and complexity. *Menace II Society*
was at the forefront of this movement, and Anthony Johnson’s role helped
humanize a generation often misunderstood or misrepresented.

His performance contributed to breaking down Hollywood’s one-dimensional
depictions of Black youth by showing the internal conflicts and external
challenges they faced. This authenticity resonated with audiences and critics



alike, helping the film become a cult classic.

Influence on Future Actors and Storytelling

The impact of *Menace II Society* and performances like Johnson’s can be seen
in how subsequent films approached urban narratives. It set a standard for
character-driven stories that balance entertainment with social commentary.

Aspiring actors and filmmakers often cite the film as a source of
inspiration, and Anthony Johnson’s work, in particular, serves as an example
of how supporting roles can be powerful and memorable. His ability to imbue
Kevin with life and emotion encourages performers to bring depth to every
character they portray.

Beyond Menace II Society: Anthony Johnson’s
Career and Legacy

While many remember Anthony Johnson primarily for his role in *Menace II
Society*, his career extends beyond this single film. He has appeared in
numerous TV shows and movies, often bringing his signature style and
authenticity to each role.

Versatility in Acting and Comedy

Johnson’s talents aren’t confined to drama. He is also known for his comedic
timing and has appeared in various comedic roles on television and in stand-
up performances. This blend of humor and seriousness makes him a versatile
actor capable of engaging diverse audiences.

Continuing Influence and Fan Appreciation

Fans of *Menace II Society* continue to celebrate Anthony Johnson’s
performance as part of the film’s enduring appeal. Social media and fan
forums frequently discuss his character and contributions, keeping his legacy
alive within the community of hip-hop and urban film enthusiasts.

His presence in the film is often highlighted as a key reason why *Menace II
Society* remains relevant and powerful decades after its release.



Exploring the Themes in Menace II Society
Through Anthony Johnson’s Lens

One of the reasons Anthony Johnson’s role in *Menace II Society* is so
impactful is because it ties directly into the film’s broader themes of
violence, friendship, and choices.

The Struggle Between Environment and Personal
Destiny

Kevin’s character reflects the struggle faced by countless young men trying
to navigate a hostile environment without losing themselves. Johnson’s
portrayal subtly captures the tension between loyalty to friends and the
desire to escape a dangerous lifestyle.

The Importance of Friendship and Loyalty

Through Kevin, the film explores how friendship can be both a source of
strength and conflict. Johnson’s performance illuminates the complex dynamics
of trust, betrayal, and support that define relationships in high-pressure
situations.

The Human Cost of Urban Violence

By bringing a relatable, empathetic quality to Kevin, Anthony Johnson helps
viewers understand the human cost behind the statistics and headlines about
crime in urban neighborhoods. This emotional connection elevates the film’s
message and encourages empathy rather than judgment.

Tips for Fans and New Viewers Interested in
Anthony Johnson Menace II Society

If you’re new to *Menace II Society* or want to deepen your appreciation of
Anthony Johnson’s role, here are some tips to enhance your viewing
experience:

Watch with Context: Understand the socio-political environment of early
1990s Los Angeles to appreciate the film’s themes fully.



Focus on Supporting Characters: Pay attention to how Johnson’s character
interacts with others to see the nuances in his performance.

Explore Interviews and Behind-the-Scenes: Look for interviews with
Anthony Johnson and the Hughes Brothers to gain insight into the making
of the film.

Discuss with Others: Engage with fan communities or film discussion
groups to hear different interpretations of Johnson’s role.

Watching *Menace II Society* with these perspectives will help you see why
Anthony Johnson’s portrayal of Kevin is more than just a supporting role—it’s
a vital piece of a cinematic puzzle that continues to resonate.

---

Anthony Johnson’s involvement in *Menace II Society* represents one of those
rare moments where an actor’s performance transcends the screen, offering a
window into the struggles and hopes of a generation. His authentic and
heartfelt portrayal remains a testament to the power of storytelling in
reflecting real-life challenges and emotions. For anyone interested in the
evolution of urban cinema or the history of African American film, Anthony
Johnson’s contribution is an essential chapter worth revisiting.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Anthony Johnson in the movie Menace II
Society?
Anthony Johnson, also known as 'A-Wax,' is a character in Menace II Society
portrayed as one of the main antagonists involved in criminal activities.

What role does Anthony Johnson play in Menace II
Society's storyline?
Anthony Johnson is a gang member whose actions and conflicts drive much of
the film's plot, highlighting themes of violence and survival in urban life.

How does Anthony Johnson's character impact the
protagonist in Menace II Society?
Anthony Johnson's violent and unpredictable behavior creates significant
conflict for the protagonist, Caine, influencing key events and the film's
overall tension.



Is Anthony Johnson based on a real person in Menace
II Society?
Anthony Johnson is a fictional character created for the film to represent
the challenges and dangers faced by youth in inner-city environments.

What is a memorable scene involving Anthony Johnson
in Menace II Society?
A memorable scene is when Anthony Johnson confronts Caine and his friends,
showcasing his aggressive nature and escalating the film's central conflict.

How does Anthony Johnson's character contribute to
the themes of Menace II Society?
Anthony Johnson embodies the cycle of violence and the consequences of gang
life, reinforcing the film's exploration of systemic issues in urban
communities.

Who played the character Anthony Johnson in Menace
II Society?
Anthony Johnson was portrayed by actor Larenz Tate, who brought depth to the
character through his intense and compelling performance.

Additional Resources
Anthony Johnson Menace II Society: A Critical Examination of His Role and
Impact

anthony johnson menace ii society remains a topic of interest among
cinephiles and scholars examining 1990s American cinema. Anthony Johnson’s
role in the landmark film *Menace II Society* not only marked a significant
moment in his acting career but also contributed to the cultural and social
discourse surrounding urban life and youth violence during that era. This
article delves into Anthony Johnson’s involvement in *Menace II Society*,
analyzing his performance, the film’s themes, and the broader implications
within the context of African American cinema and 1990s Hollywood.

Contextualizing Anthony Johnson in Menace II
Society

*Menace II Society*, released in 1993 and directed by the Hughes Brothers, is
widely regarded as a seminal urban drama that explores the harsh realities of



life in South Central Los Angeles. The film’s raw portrayal of violence,
poverty, and systemic disenfranchisement resonated deeply with audiences,
critics, and scholars alike. Among the ensemble cast, Anthony Johnson’s role,
though not the lead, provided a crucial dimension to the narrative,
illustrating the diverse responses of young men navigating a perilous
environment.

Johnson played the character of OG, a friend within the protagonist’s circle.
His performance contributed to the film’s authentic depiction of camaraderie
mixed with tension, reflecting the complexities of loyalty and survival in a
community fraught with danger. His nuanced portrayal helped to humanize the
often stereotyped experiences of Black youth in marginalized neighborhoods.

Anthony Johnson’s Career Trajectory and Menace II
Society’s Influence

Before *Menace II Society*, Anthony Johnson had already embarked on an acting
career with roles in various television shows and films. However, *Menace II
Society* marked a turning point, providing him with a platform that showcased
his ability to embody gritty, realistic characters. The film’s critical and
commercial success opened doors for Johnson, positioning him as a
recognizable figure within the genre of urban drama and hip-hop cinema.

The early 1990s saw a surge in films centered on African American urban
experiences, with *Menace II Society* often cited alongside titles like *Boyz
n the Hood* and *Juice*. Johnson’s involvement in this movement highlights
the importance of casting authentic voices and faces to tell stories that had
been traditionally marginalized or sensationalized in mainstream media.

In-depth Analysis of Johnson’s Role and
Performance

Johnson’s portrayal of OG was marked by subtlety and authenticity. Unlike the
film’s protagonist, Caine Lawson, whose journey is central, OG serves as a
narrative foil, embodying different survival mechanisms within the same
environment. This contrast enriches the film’s examination of choices and
consequences.

His character navigates the complexities of friendship, loyalty, and violence
without resorting to caricature. Johnson’s ability to balance toughness with
vulnerability enhanced the emotional gravity of the film. Critics often
praised his grounded performance, noting that it added a layer of realism
that was essential for the film’s impact.

Furthermore, Johnson’s on-screen chemistry with other cast members helped to
create a believable group dynamic, essential for a story deeply rooted in



community ties. His interactions illustrated the conflicting pressures faced
by young men caught between the allure of street life and the desire for a
better future.

Menace II Society: Themes and Social Commentary

Understanding Anthony Johnson’s role necessitates a broader look at the
film’s themes. *Menace II Society* confronts issues such as systemic racism,
police brutality, drug addiction, and cyclical violence. These themes are not
merely background settings but active forces shaping the characters' lives.

Johnson’s character, while not the central figure, is emblematic of the
environment’s pervasive challenges. His presence underscores the notion that
survival often depends on a delicate balance of alliance and self-
preservation. The film’s unflinching depiction of these realities invites
audiences to engage with uncomfortable truths about urban America in the
1990s.

Comparisons and Legacy

When compared to other films in the same genre and era, *Menace II Society*
stands out for its raw storytelling and commitment to authenticity. Anthony
Johnson’s performance aligns with this ethos, distinguishing him from actors
who may have portrayed similar roles with less nuance.

The film’s legacy is intertwined with the careers of its cast members, many
of whom went on to significant roles in Hollywood. Johnson’s work in *Menace
II Society* remains a reference point for actors seeking to portray complex
urban characters with depth and credibility.

Impact on African American Cinema and Representation

Anthony Johnson’s participation in *Menace II Society* contributed to a
pivotal moment in African American cinema, where stories told from within the
community gained prominence and respect. His role helped challenge
stereotypes by presenting a multi-dimensional character navigating systemic
obstacles.

The film’s success demonstrated the commercial viability of urban dramas that
addressed social issues without compromising artistic integrity. This helped
pave the way for future projects and actors committed to authentic
representation.



Pros and Cons of Johnson’s Role in the Film

Pros:

Authentic and nuanced portrayal of a complex character.

Contributed to the film’s overall realism and emotional depth.

Helped bring visibility to underrepresented urban experiences.

Cons:

Limited screen time compared to lead roles, which may overshadow
his contribution.

Potential typecasting risk associated with similar urban roles.

This balance reflects the challenges actors like Johnson face in carving out
diverse careers while engaging with socially impactful narratives.

Anthony Johnson’s Continued Influence

Beyond *Menace II Society*, Anthony Johnson continued to build a diverse
portfolio, often returning to roles that explored themes of urban struggle
and resilience. His work remains relevant today, as discussions about
representation and systemic inequality persist in Hollywood and society.

His performance in *Menace II Society* serves as a benchmark for actors
aiming to deliver authentic, socially conscious portrayals within the
framework of popular cinema.

In revisiting *Menace II Society*, one appreciates how Anthony Johnson’s
contribution, though sometimes understated, was integral to the film’s
enduring power. His work exemplifies the importance of casting and
performance in shaping narratives that resonate across generations.

Anthony Johnson Menace Ii Society

  anthony johnson menace ii society: Frame by Frame II Phyllis Rauch Klotman, Gloria J.
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Gibson, 1997 A filmography of Blacks in the film industry
  anthony johnson menace ii society: The A to Z of African American Cinema S. Torriano
Berry, Venise T. Berry, 2009-09-02 On 4 July, 1910, in 100-degree heat at an outdoor boxing ring
near Reno, Nevada, film cameras recorded-and thousands of fans witnessed-former heavyweight
champion Jim Jeffries' reluctant return from retirement to fight Jack Johnson, a black man. After 14
grueling rounds, Johnson knocked out Jeffries and for the first time in history, there was a black
heavyweight champion of the world. At least 10 people lost their lives because of Johnson's victory
and hundreds more were injured due to white retaliation and wild celebrations in the streets. Public
screenings received instantaneous protests and hundreds of cities barred the film from being shown.
Congress even passed a law making it a federal offense to transport moving pictures of prizefights
across state lines, and thus the most powerful portrayal of a black man ever recorded on film was
made virtually invisible. This is but one of the hundreds of films covered in The A to Z of African
American Cinema, which includes everything from The Birth of a Nation to Crash. In addition to the
films, brief biographies of African American actors and actresses such as Sidney Poitier, James Earl
Jones, Halle Berry, Eddie Murphy, Whoopi Goldberg, Denzel Washington, and Jamie Foxx can be
found in this reference. Through a chronology, a list of acronyms and abbreviations, an introductory
essay, a bibliography, appendixes, black-&-white photos, and hundreds of cross-referenced
dictionary entries on actors, actresses, movies, producers, organizations, awards, film credits, and
terminology, this book provides a better understanding of the role African Americans played in film
history.
  anthony johnson menace ii society: Reel Character Education William B. Russell, Stewart
Waters, 2010-10-01 Values, attitudes, and beliefs have been depicted in movies since the beginning
of the film industry. Educators will find this book to be a valuable resource for helping explore
character education with film. This book includes an overview of the history of character education,
a discussion of how to effectively teach with film, and a discussion about analyzing film for
educational value. This book offers educators an effective and relevant method for exploring
character education with today’s digital and media savvy students. This book details how film can be
utilized to explore character education and discusses relevant legal issues surrounding the use of
film in the classroom. Included in this book is a filmography of two hundred films pertaining to
character education. The filmography is divided into four chapters. Each chapter details fifty films
for a specific educational level (elementary, middle, high school, and postsecondary). Complete
bibliographic information, summary, and applicable character lesson topics are detailed for each
film. This book is clearly organized and expertly written for educators and scholars at the
elementary, middle, high school, and postsecondary levels.
  anthony johnson menace ii society: Historical Dictionary of African American Cinema S.
Torriano Berry, Venise T. Berry, 2015-05-07 As early as 1909, African Americans were utilizing the
new medium of cinema to catalogue the world around them, using the film camera as a device to
capture their lives and their history. The daunting subject of race and ethnicity permeated life in
America at the turn of the twentieth century and due to the effect of certain early films, specific
television images, and an often-biased news media, it still plagues us today. As new technologies
bring the power of the moving image to the masses, African Americans will shoot and edit on laptop
computers and share their stories with a global audience via the World Wide Web. These
independently produced visions will add to the diverse cache of African American images being
displayed on an ever-expanding silver screen. This wide range of stories, topics, views, and genres
will finally give the world a glimpse of African American life that has long been ignored and has yet
to be seen. This second edition of Historical Dictionary of African American Cinema covers its
history through a chronology, an introductory essay, appendixes, and an extensive bibliography. The
dictionary section has over 1400 cross-referenced entries on actors, actresses, movies, producers,
organizations, awards, and terminology, this book provides a better understanding of the role
African Americans played in film history. This book is an excellent access point for students,
researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about African American cinema.



  anthony johnson menace ii society: Sight and Sound , 2002
  anthony johnson menace ii society: The Encyclopedia of Racism in American Films Salvador
Jiménez Murguía, 2018-04-12 Winner, RUSA 2019 Outstanding References Source Winner and
named a Library Journal Best Reference Book of the Year 2018 From D.W. Griffith’s Birth of a
Nation in 1915 to the recent Get Out, audiences and critics alike have responded to racism in motion
pictures for more than a century. Whether subtle or blatant, racially biased images and narratives
erase minorities, perpetuate stereotypes, and keep alive practices of discrimination and
marginalization. Even in the 21st century, the American film industry is not “color blind,” evidenced
by films such as Babel (2006), A Better Life (2011), and 12 Years a Slave (2013). The Encyclopedia of
Racism in American Film documents one facet of racism in the film industry, wherein historically
underrepresented peoples are misrepresented—through a lack of roles for actors of color,
stereotyping, negative associations, and an absence of rich, nuanced characters. Offering insights
and analysis from over seventy scholars, critics, and activists, the volume highlights issues such as:
Hollywood’s diversity crisisWhite Savior filmsMagic Negro tropesThe disconnect between screen
images and lived realities of African Americans, Latinos, Native Americans, and Asians A companion
to the ever-growing field of race studies, this volume opens up a critical dialogue on an always
timely issue. The Encyclopedia of Racism in American Film will appeal to scholars of cinema, race
and ethnicity studies, and cultural history.
  anthony johnson menace ii society: Baltimore Chronicles Volume 2 Treasure Hernandez,
2011-06-08 From the author of the action-packed Flint series comes the second book in a powerful
new street series chronicling both sides of Baltimore's black market.
  anthony johnson menace ii society: Historical Dictionary of African American Cinema
Torriano Berry, Venise T. Berry, 2007-01-26 Includes hundreds of entries on notable actors and
actresses, singers, dancers, and comedians, as well as directors, producers, cinematographers, and
scriptwriters. Some general topics, such as race movies, film genres, and stereotypes, are also
included. Other entries briefly summarize the better-known films, old and new, good and bad,
Academy Award winners and cult classics.
  anthony johnson menace ii society: Releasing Prisoners, Redeeming Communities
Anthony C. Thompson, 2009-03 In the middle of the first decade of the twenty-first century,African
Americans made up approximately twelve percent ofthe United States population but close to forty
percent of the United States prison population. Now, in the latter half of the decade, the nation is in
the midst of the largest multi-year discharge of prisoners in its history. In Releasing Prisoners,
Redeeming Communities, Anthony C. Thompson discusses what is likely to happen to these
ex-offenders and why. For Thompson, any discussion of ex-offender reentry is, de facto, a question of
race. After laying out the statistics, he identifies the ways in which media and politics have
contributed to the problem, especially through stereotyping and racial bias. Well aware of the
potential consequences if this country fails to act, Thompson offers concrete, realizable ideas of how
our policies could, and should, change.
  anthony johnson menace ii society: "We Have to Learn to Define Ourselves, Name Ourselves,
and Speak for Ourselves" Jeanne Theoharis, 1996
  anthony johnson menace ii society: Masculinity at the Movies Thomas Keith, 2025-06-05
Masculinity at the Movies takes a deep dive into masculinity in film and how Hollywood movies
continue to produce and promote masculine stereotypes that place boys and men in constraining
identities and dysfunctional patterns of behaviour. From classic film stars to those of the present
day, this textbook unpacks the development of the main male stereotypes in film – villains, heroes,
and oafs – and how movies can develop healthy new male representations. Alongside Hollywood
studio productions, it delves into Black, Native American, Latino, and Asian representation as well as
LGBTQ masculinity. Going beyond the present, it proposes what healthy masculinity at the movies
looks like and where Hollywood should set its sights to create more progressive models of
masculinity for the 21st century. Masculinity at the Movies will provide students of gender studies,
media studies, and cultural studies with new insights into stereotypes of men in contemporary film.



  anthony johnson menace ii society: De-Facing Power Clarissa Rile Hayward, 2000-09-14 A
sophisticated new view of power as a network of social boundaries.
  anthony johnson menace ii society: Cinema of Outsiders Emanuel Levy, 1999 The most
important development in American culture of the last two decades is the emergence of independent
cinema as a viable alternative to Hollywood's safe and innocuous entertainment. Indeed, while
Hollywood studios devote much of their time and energy to churning out big-budget, star-studded
event movies, a renegade independent cinema that challenges mainstream fare continues to flourish
with strong critical support and loyal audiences.
  anthony johnson menace ii society: The New Yorker , 2000
  anthony johnson menace ii society: Ultraviolent Movies Laurent Bouzereau, 2000 A history
of extreme violence in movies analyzes the public response to this ever-growing phenomenon,
tracing its beginnings in films such as Bonnie and Clyde and discussing how it fits into the artistic
vision of filmmakers including Quentin Tarantino and Martin Scorcese. Original.
  anthony johnson menace ii society: Screen World 1994 John Willis, Barry Monush,
2000-02-01 Covers American and foreign films released in the United States each year, with listings
of credits and profiles of screen personalities and award winners
  anthony johnson menace ii society: Shaping the Future of African American Film Monica
White Ndounou, 2014-04-29 In Hollywood, we hear, it’s all about the money. It’s a ready explanation
for why so few black films get made—no crossover appeal, no promise of a big payoff. But what if the
money itself is color-coded? What if the economics that governs film production is so skewed that no
film by, about, or for people of color will ever look like a worthy investment unless it follows specific
racial or gender patterns? This, Monica Ndounou shows us, is precisely the case. In a work as
revealing about the culture of filmmaking as it is about the distorted economics of African American
film, Ndounou clearly traces the insidious connections between history, content, and cash in black
films. How does history come into it? Hollywood’s reliance on past performance as a measure of
potential success virtually guarantees that historically underrepresented, underfunded, and
undersold African American films devalue the future prospects of black films. So the cycle continues
as it has for nearly a century. Behind the scenes, the numbers are far from neutral. Analyzing the
onscreen narratives and off-screen circumstances behind nearly two thousand films featuring
African Americans in leading and supporting roles, including such recent productions as
Bamboozled, Beloved, and Tyler Perry’s Diary of a Mad Black Woman, Ndounou exposes the cultural
and racial constraints that limit not just the production but also the expression and creative freedom
of black films. Her wide-ranging analysis reaches into questions of literature, language, speech and
dialect, film images and narrative, acting, theater and film business practices, production history
and financing, and organizational history. By uncovering the ideology behind profit-driven industry
practices that reshape narratives by, about, and for people of color, this provocative work brings to
light existing limitations—and possibilities for reworking stories and business practices in theater,
literature, and film.
  anthony johnson menace ii society: Hip Hop in American Cinema Melvin Burke Donalson,
2007 Hip Hop in American Cinema examines the manner in which American feature films have
served as the primary medium for mainstreaming hip hop culture into American society. With their
glamorizing portrayals of graffiti writing, break dancing, rap music, clothing, and language,
Hollywood movies have established hip hop as a desirable youth movement. This book demonstrates
how Hollywood studios and producers have exploited the profitable connection among rappers,
soundtracks, and mass audiences. Hip Hop in American Cinema offers valuable information for
courses in film studies, popular culture, and American studies.
  anthony johnson menace ii society: The Psychotronic Video Guide To Film Michael Weldon,
1996 The bible of B-movies is back--and better than ever! From Abby to Zontar, this book covers
more than 9,000 amazing movies--from the turn of the century right up to today's Golden Age of
Video--all described with Michael Weldon's dry wit. More than 450 rare and wonderful illustrations
round out thie treasure trove of cinematic lore--an essential reference for every bad film fan.



  anthony johnson menace ii society: Red, White & Black Frank B. Wilderson III, 2010-03-19
Red, White & Black is a provocative critique of socially engaged films and related critical discourse.
Offering an unflinching account of race and representation, Frank B. Wilderson III asks whether
such films accurately represent the structure of U.S. racial antagonisms. That structure, he argues,
is based on three essential subject positions: that of the White (the “settler,” “master,” and
“human”), the Red (the “savage” and “half-human”), and the Black (the “slave” and “non-human”).
Wilderson contends that for Blacks, slavery is ontological, an inseparable element of their being.
From the beginning of the European slave trade until now, Blacks have had symbolic value as
fungible flesh, as the non-human (or anti-human) against which Whites have defined themselves as
human. Just as slavery is the existential basis of the Black subject position, genocide is essential to
the ontology of the Indian. Both positions are foundational to the existence of (White) humanity.
Wilderson provides detailed readings of two films by Black directors, Antwone Fisher (Denzel
Washington) and Bush Mama (Haile Gerima); one by an Indian director, Skins (Chris Eyre); and one
by a White director, Monster’s Ball (Marc Foster). These films present Red and Black people
beleaguered by problems such as homelessness and the repercussions of incarceration. They portray
social turmoil in terms of conflict, as problems that can be solved (at least theoretically, if not in the
given narratives). Wilderson maintains that at the narrative level, they fail to recognize that the
turmoil is based not in conflict, but in fundamentally irreconcilable racial antagonisms. Yet, as he
explains, those antagonisms are unintentionally disclosed in the films’ non-narrative strategies, in
decisions regarding matters such as lighting, camera angles, and sound.
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