
all i want for christmas are my two front
teeth
All I Want for Christmas Are My Two Front Teeth: The Story Behind a Holiday Classic

all i want for christmas are my two front teeth — these words instantly evoke a sense of
nostalgia and holiday cheer. The phrase comes from a beloved Christmas song that has charmed
generations with its simple, heartfelt wish. But beyond the catchy tune and festive spirit lies an
interesting story about childhood innocence, holiday traditions, and even a bit of dental history. Let’s
dive into the origins, cultural impact, and fun facts surrounding the classic song "All I Want for
Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth."

The Origins of "All I Want for Christmas Are My Two
Front Teeth"

The song "All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth" was first written in 1944 by Donald
Yetter Gardner, a music teacher from Smithton, Pennsylvania. Gardner penned the song after
noticing that many of his students had missing front teeth—a common stage in childhood
development that often affects a child’s speech. Inspired by their adorable lisping, he created a
playful tune capturing the innocence and earnestness of a child’s Christmas wish.

Gardner’s song quickly gained popularity after being recorded by Spike Jones and His City Slickers
in 1948. The quirky arrangement and humorous lyrics made it an instant holiday hit, and it has
continued to be a staple of Christmas music ever since. The song’s enduring charm lies in its
relatability—almost everyone remembers the awkward stage of losing front teeth, making the song
resonate with listeners both young and old.

Why Are Front Teeth So Important?

When you think about it, front teeth play a crucial role not just in aesthetics but also in everyday
functions. Losing front teeth, especially for children, can impact:

Speech: The front teeth help in pronouncing certain sounds, and missing teeth often cause a
lisp or altered speech patterns, which is humorously highlighted in the song.

Confidence: The appearance of a smile can affect a child’s self-esteem, which is why the
desire to have those teeth back during the holiday season feels so heartfelt.

Eating: Front teeth assist in biting into food, making everyday eating more challenging when
they’re absent.



This makes the wish for those two front teeth more than just a whimsical holiday request—it’s a
genuine yearning for normalcy and confidence during a special time of year.

The Cultural Impact of the Song

Since its debut, "All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth" has become a cultural icon,
appearing in various media and holiday playlists globally. It’s been covered by numerous artists,
from Bing Crosby to Nat King Cole, and even contemporary performers, showcasing its timeless
appeal.

Appearances in Popular Media

The song frequently pops up in Christmas movies, TV specials, and commercials. Its lighthearted
tone offers a moment of levity amid the often hectic holiday season. For example, animated holiday
specials sometimes feature children singing it while waiting for Santa, reinforcing the theme of
childhood wonder and excitement.

A Holiday Tradition for Families

Many families incorporate the song into their Christmas traditions, teaching children the lyrics and
encouraging sing-alongs. It’s common in school holiday concerts and community events, helping to
foster a sense of togetherness and celebration.

Fun Facts About "All I Want for Christmas Are My Two
Front Teeth"

You might be surprised to learn some fascinating tidbits about this festive tune:

Donald Gardner wrote the song in just 30 minutes. Inspiration struck quickly when he1.
noticed his students’ missing teeth and the funny way they spoke.

It was the first Christmas song to reach number one on Billboard’s pop chart. This set2.
the stage for hundreds of holiday hits that followed in later decades.

The song has been translated into multiple languages. Its universal theme of childhood3.
innocence transcends cultural boundaries.



How the Song Connects with Childhood Memories

For many adults, hearing "All I Want for Christmas Are My Two Front Teeth" brings back memories
of their own childhoods—the excitement of the holiday season, the awkwardness of losing teeth, and
the simple joys of singing carols with family and friends. The song captures a universal experience
that unites people across generations.

Encouraging Kids to Embrace the Tooth-Losing Stage

Parents and educators often use the song as a fun way to help children feel comfortable about losing
their baby teeth. Rather than feeling self-conscious, kids can celebrate this milestone as part of the
holiday spirit. The clever lyrics and catchy melody make it easier for children to accept and even
look forward to this natural part of growing up.

Teaching the Importance of Dental Care During the Holidays

The holiday season is notorious for sugary treats and indulgences, which can affect dental health.
The song’s focus on teeth provides a great opportunity to remind children about the importance of
brushing and flossing, even amid holiday celebrations. Teaching good dental habits early can help
kids maintain healthy smiles for years to come.

Modern Interpretations and Covers

Over the decades, "All I Want for Christmas Are My Two Front Teeth" has been adapted and
reinterpreted in many styles, from jazz to pop to country. Contemporary artists often add their
unique flair while preserving the song’s playful charm.

Some covers incorporate modern instruments and production techniques, making the song
appealing to new audiences without losing its nostalgic essence. Its adaptability is a testament to the
strength of the original melody and lyrics.

Using the Song in Educational Settings

Music teachers still use this classic during holiday lessons to teach rhythm, pronunciation, and
performance skills. Because the lyrics center on speech affected by missing teeth, it’s also a useful
tool in speech therapy contexts. The song’s humor and relatability make it an effective and enjoyable
teaching aid.



Why This Song Remains a Holiday Favorite

The enduring popularity of "All I Want for Christmas Are My Two Front Teeth" can be attributed to
several factors:

Simplicity: Its straightforward lyrics and melody make it easy for children to learn and sing
along.

Relatability: Nearly every child experiences losing front teeth, making the song’s theme
universally understood.

Humor and Warmth: The playful tone balances humor with genuine warmth, perfect for
holiday gatherings.

Tradition: Passed down through generations, it has become part of the fabric of Christmas
celebrations.

Whether heard on the radio, at a school concert, or sung around the family piano, the song continues
to bring smiles and laughter every December.

The next time you hear someone sing, all i want for christmas are my two front teeth, remember
that this simple wish is more than just a holiday lyric. It’s a celebration of childhood, growth, and the
magic that makes Christmas so special.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the song 'All I Want for Christmas Is My
Two Front Teeth'?
'All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth' was written by Donald Yetter Gardner in 1944. He
came up with the idea while teaching a music class and noticing many of his students were missing
their front teeth.

Who originally performed 'All I Want for Christmas Is My Two
Front Teeth'?
The song was originally performed by Spike Jones and His City Slickers in 1948, and it became a
major hit during the holiday season.

What is the main theme of the song 'All I Want for Christmas
Is My Two Front Teeth'?
The song humorously expresses a child's Christmas wish to have their two missing front teeth



restored so they can properly say holiday phrases like 'Happy New Year.'

Why has 'All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth'
remained popular over the years?
Its catchy melody, humorous lyrics, and relatable theme of childhood make it a timeless holiday
favorite for families and children.

Are there any notable cover versions of 'All I Want for
Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth'?
Yes, many artists have covered the song, including Nat King Cole, The Chipmunks, and more
recently, various children's music performers.

What genre does 'All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front
Teeth' belong to?
The song is considered a novelty Christmas song, blending humor with traditional holiday music.

How has 'All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth'
been used in popular culture?
It has been featured in movies, TV shows, holiday specials, and commercials, often used to evoke
nostalgia and childhood innocence.

Is 'All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth'
appropriate for children?
Yes, the song is family-friendly and especially popular among children due to its playful lyrics and
simple, catchy tune.

Additional Resources
All I Want for Christmas Are My Two Front Teeth: A Cultural and Musical Exploration

all i want for christmas are my two front teeth is more than just a catchy holiday tune; it
embodies a unique aspect of Christmas music history and cultural nostalgia. Since its inception in
the late 1940s, this song has woven itself into the fabric of holiday celebrations, resonating with
audiences across generations. To understand its enduring appeal, one must delve into its origins,
lyrical content, musical composition, and the broader context of Christmas novelty songs.

Origins and Historical Context

The song "All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth" was penned in 1944 by Donald Yetter



Gardner, a music teacher from Smithtown, New York. Gardner reportedly conceived the idea while
teaching a class of second graders, many of whom were missing their front teeth—a common
developmental milestone for children around that age. This anecdote highlights the song’s genuine,
relatable inspiration, which likely contributed to its authentic charm.

The song was first recorded by Spike Jones and His City Slickers in 1948, featuring a comical vocal
performance that emphasized the speech impediment caused by missing front teeth. This recording
became a hit, reaching the top of the Billboard charts and solidifying the song’s place in Christmas
music anthologies. Its success can be attributed to the novelty genre’s popularity during the post-
war era, when audiences sought lighthearted entertainment.

Musical and Lyrical Analysis

Musically, "All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth" employs a simple, catchy melody that is
easy to sing along with, enhancing its appeal to children and adults alike. The arrangement typically
features light instrumentation, often including piano, brass, and percussion, contributing to a playful
and upbeat atmosphere.

Lyrically, the song captures a child’s innocent Christmas wish—to have the front teeth necessary for
proper speech and appearance. The humor arises from the child’s inability to pronounce certain
words correctly, resulting in amusing mispronunciations such as “wish” sounding like “wish,” and
“teeth” sounding like “teef.” This clever use of phonetic humor adds a layer of charm without
resorting to mockery.

The song’s simplicity is its strength; it communicates a relatable childhood experience that
transcends time and culture. Unlike many traditional Christmas songs focused on religious themes
or commercial gifts, this tune centers on a personal, human desire, lending it a distinct place in the
holiday music spectrum.

The Role of Novelty Songs in Holiday Music

"All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth" belongs to the novelty song category—a subgenre
characterized by humorous or whimsical content intended to amuse listeners. During the mid-20th
century, novelty Christmas songs flourished, with titles like "I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas"
and "Santa Claus Is Watching You" gaining popularity.

These songs often provided a counterbalance to more solemn or sentimental holiday tunes, offering
lighthearted relief. The playful nature of "All I Want for Christmas Are My Two Front Teeth" aligns
perfectly with this trend, making it a staple in radio playlists and holiday gatherings.

Cultural Impact and Media Presence

The song’s influence extends beyond music charts. It has been covered by numerous artists across
various genres, including Bing Crosby, Nat King Cole, and even contemporary performers. Each
rendition offers a unique interpretation, whether through vocal style or arrangement, demonstrating



the song’s versatility.

In addition to audio recordings, the song has appeared in films, television specials, and commercials,
often used to evoke nostalgia or childhood innocence. For example, its inclusion in holiday-themed
cartoons and sitcom episodes reinforces its status as a cultural reference point.

From an educational standpoint, the song has been utilized to engage children in music and speech
therapy, capitalizing on its clear articulation challenges. This practical application underscores the
song’s relevance beyond entertainment.

Comparisons with Other Christmas Songs

When compared to perennial favorites like "Jingle Bells" or "Silent Night," "All I Want for Christmas
Is My Two Front Teeth" offers a distinct, humorous perspective. While traditional carols emphasize
spirituality or festive cheer, this song presents a personal, comedic narrative.

Unlike commercially driven holiday hits such as Mariah Carey’s "All I Want for Christmas Is You,"
which focus on romantic themes, Gardner’s composition zeroes in on childhood simplicity. This
contrast highlights the diversity within Christmas music, catering to varied emotions and
experiences during the holiday season.

SEO Considerations: Integrating Keywords Naturally

For those seeking information about "All I Want for Christmas Are My Two Front Teeth," related
keywords often include "Christmas novelty songs," "holiday music classics," "Spike Jones Christmas
songs," and "funny Christmas songs for kids." Incorporating these terms within discussions of the
song’s history, genre, and cultural role ensures an SEO-friendly narrative without compromising
readability.

For instance, references to "Christmas novelty songs" and "holiday music classics" emphasize the
song’s place within broader musical categories. Mentioning "Spike Jones Christmas songs" connects
to the original popular recording, while "funny Christmas songs for kids" addresses the song’s target
audience and tone.

Pros and Cons of the Song’s Enduring Popularity

Pros:

Timeless humor appeals to multiple generations.

Simple melody facilitates easy learning and singing.

Represents childhood experiences, fostering relatability.



Serves educational purposes in speech therapy and music education.

Cons:

May be perceived as dated by younger audiences unfamiliar with the original context.

The humor relies on speech impediment, which could be sensitive in some contexts.

Less emphasis on traditional Christmas themes might limit appeal to certain
demographics.

Modern Interpretations and Continued Relevance

In recent years, "All I Want for Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth" has been revisited by
contemporary artists who infuse the song with modern styles, including jazz, pop, and even a
cappella arrangements. These versions introduce the classic to new audiences while preserving its
core message.

Digital platforms and streaming services have also expanded the song’s reach, making it accessible
beyond traditional radio and physical media. Seasonal playlists often feature the song alongside
other holiday standards, ensuring its presence in the collective Christmas soundtrack.

Moreover, the song’s themes of childhood innocence and simple wishes continue to resonate,
offering a nostalgic counterpoint to the often commercialized nature of modern Christmas
celebrations.

Exploring "All I Want for Christmas Are My Two Front Teeth" reveals a multifaceted piece of holiday
culture—one that combines humor, history, and heartfelt expression in a uniquely memorable way.
Its place in Christmas music history is secured not just by catchy lyrics or melody but by its ability to
capture a universal childhood experience with warmth and whimsy.

All I Want For Christmas Are My Two Front Teeth

  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: All i Want for Christmas is My Two Front
Teeth Dan Coates,
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: The Glorious Christmas Songbook Cooper
Edens, Benjamin Darling, 1999-09 Presents a collection of over fifty favorite Christmas songs
accompanied by illustrations.
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: Jeff Lenburg, Joan Howard Maurer, Greg
Lenburg, 2012 Provides information about the Stooges' lives and careers, including photographs,
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interviews, and filmography.
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: All I Want for Christmas is My Two
Front Teeth Don Gardner, 2011 All I want for Christmas Is my two front teeth My two front teeth
See my two front teeth Gee if I could only have My two front teeth Then I could wish you, 'Merry
Christmas' Poor Monkey's two front teeth are missing! The Tooth Detective is on the case, but
maybe Santa can help. All Monkey wants for Christmas are his two front teeth! Sing along with
sensational performer Craig Smith with the CD recording plus bonus original track 'Toothless'!
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: The Three Stooges Scrapbook John Howard
Maurer, Jeff Lenburg, Joan Howard Maurer, Greg Lenburg, Norman Maurer, 2000-06 Dour-faced
Moe Howard with his sugar-bowl haircut, his bald, chubby brother Curly and frizzy-haired Larry
have poked, slapped, ear-yanked and nose-twisted their way into people's hearts across the world -
and into film history. Their nearly 200 two-reel comedies, made between 1933 and 1958, have been
translated into over 25 languages, entertained nearly six generations of fans and are seen
somewhere in the world every single day. The Three Stooges Scrapbook is a historical overview of
their time in showbusiness.
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: All I Want for Christmas is My Two Front
Teeth Don Gardner, 1948
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: Christmas Songs - Super Easy Songbook
Hal Leonard Corp., 2017-08-01 (Super Easy Songbook). It's super easy! This series features
accessible arrangements for piano, with simple right-hand melody, letter names inside each note,
and basic left-hand chord diagrams. This edition includes 60 holiday favorites: All I Want for
Christmas Is You * Blue Christmas * The Christmas Song (Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire) * Do
You Hear What I Hear * Frosty the Snow Man * Grandma Got Run over by a Reindeer * Have
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas * I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas (Hippo the Hero) * Jingle
Bell Rock * Little Saint Nick * Mary, Did You Know? * Pretty Paper * Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer * Santa Claus Is Comin' to Town * Silver Bells * White Christmas * Winter Wonderland *
and more.
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: Billboard , 1949-10-08 In its 114th year,
Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand,
content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: Christmas Songs 150 Aaron Foo, 150
Christmas song lyrics for your Christmas day. Nicely designed and organised with Christmas themes
for your printing and PC, ipad or any tablets viewing.
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: The Miracle of Healing After Years of Abuse
C. Lauver, 2012-01-12 Many children are doomed to grow up in abusive homes, whether it is living
with one or more alcoholic parents or something else that provides an extremely dysfunctional home
life. Some children dont know what it is like to live in a loving home environment. They might even
have to fend for themselves or take on the responsibilities of an adult to help raise their neglected
younger siblings while they are not yet even a teenager. The author grew up in such a home. She
lived a childhood of neglect and one filled with trauma. It was a childhood full of fear and
psychological abuse. When she came home from school, she often wondered whether the house
would still be there or burned to the ground because her alcoholic mothers lit cigarette started yet
another fire. In her late teens she looked for a way out through marriage, only to find herself in yet
another abusive environment. Her married life was filled with lies, cheating, financial insecurity,
physical and more psychological abusive, and alcohol. Instead of escaping the life she knew as a
child, she was immersed in a marriage that just perpetuated a life of fear and frustration. However,
this book is the story about a woman who found a way up and out to a life of self-fulfillment, peace
and happiness. It is a story for anyone who feels that they are locked into a situation of fear and
despair. It is a story with an unbelievable happy ending.



  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: The Essence of Music Dr. Len Bergantino
Ed.D. Ph.D. (USC), 2024-08-20 Do you think that some slug who looks very professional who
“whispers” an occasional interpretation to you five times a week for 7 years can make one bit of
difference in your life or does such a psychotoxic slug called a psychoanalyst merely stick you in an
emotional toilet bowl for seven years having the cumulative result of turning you into a hopeless
bastard who will never turn the tragic corner in his or her life? Can your analyst analyze an archaic
liquid symbiotic or an osmotic transference, or can they even recognize this phenomena in order to
analyze it? If the psychoanalyst cannot analyze these transferences they can’t do an analysis! I used
to get “good faith” patients who had the balls to work on the cutting edge at the same time I did
because they had had combinations of twenty years of two seven year analyses plus several briefer
psychotheraphies, only to be as crazy as the day they walked in! (-$200,000.00) As Dr. Donald
Rinsley, M.D., fellow-American College of Psychoanalysts wrote about me, my work has both a
healing effect and affect. Patients used to pay me six months in advance to hold the time open
because I was irreplaceable; I was the only one who could analyze the psychotic core of the
personality and I was the only who could actually do what Dr. Wilfred R. Bion, MRCS (Medical Royal
College of Surgeons) wrote about analyzing the psychotic core of the personality. As I am
seventy-nine years old, I have written five books that must be read and digested in their entirety. As
these books are the thing-in-itself they will transform the reader into the kinds of analyst, patient
and psychotherapist who can make a difference in helping people turn the tragic corner in their
lives! In other words, these five books are analysis! These books were written to be around for a few
hundred years and were directly guided by the Almighty! By: Dr. LEN BERGANTINO, Ed. D. (USC),
Ph.D., A.B.P.P. The Essence of Music: Musicality, Pure Sound, the Art of Melody and Inner Peace
They say that music is the international language, but what is music? For the Bergantino-Bredice
family, music was the family business. www.drlenbergantino.com https://tinyurl.com/bddsanf4
-Falling In Love by: Dr. Len Bergantino featuring Joe Diorio world renown guitarist.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCto3H5xeJBwN9fqqWu8OSQA/featuredDr.Len Bergantino
Music and Books in Youtube Channel The Reverend Dr. Len Bergantino Professional Musician from
1996–2012 (Age: 56-70) Musician’s Local 47 Los Angeles, California American Federation of
Musicians
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: Love You More Lisa Gardner, 2011-03-08
WHO DO YOU LOVE? One question, a split-second decision, and Brian Darby lies dead on the
kitchen floor. His wife, state police trooper Tessa Leoni, claims to have shot him in self-defense, and
bears the bruises to back up her tale. For veteran detective D. D. Warren it should be an
open-and-shut case. But where is their six-year-old daughter? AND HOW FAR WOULD YOU GO . . .
As the homicide investigation ratchets into a frantic statewide search for a missing child, D. D.
Warren must partner with former lover Bobby Dodge to break through the blue wall of police
brotherhood, seeking to understand the inner workings of a trooper’s mind while also unearthing
family secrets. Would a trained police officer truly shoot her own husband? And would a mother
harm her own child? . . . TO SAVE HER? For Tessa Leoni, the worst has not yet happened. She is
walking a tightrope, with nowhere to turn, no one to trust, as the clock ticks down to a terrifying
deadline. She has one goal in sight, and she will use every ounce of her training, every trick at her
disposal, to do what must be done. No sacrifice is too great, no action unthinkable. A mother knows
who she loves. And all others will be made to pay. Love you more . . .
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: Gilbertson: an American Family Adventure
Verdi Gilbertson, 2014-10-29 Verdi Gilbertson was born September 7, 1923 on a farm in Mandt
Township near Milan and Montevideo, Minnesota. During his ninety one years he has been a
husband, father, grandfather and great grandfather. He counts his family as the greatest
accomplishment he and his wife Agnes have. In their family are four children, ten grandchildren and
four great grandchildren. This collection includes stories of his days as a farm boy during the
drought and Depression of the 1930s and details about his Norwegian ancestors who immigrated to
America in 1868. Verdi was in the Army infantry and served over 170 days on the front lines while in



France and Germany in 1944 and 1945. There are excerpts from many letters written home to his
family during World War II. He tells about his many day to day inspirations and motivations as he
works on many creative projects including woodcarving, knife making, model airplane building and
YouTube videos. As a means of including the whole family in working with this book, there are
several travel adventure stories contributed by his kids, grandkids, great grandkids and extended
family members. His first book, Verdi received many favorable comments that are shared in this
book including several comments from his son Keiths international students. Verdi lives in
Montevideo, Minnesota and spends much of his time working in his writing and woodcarving studio.
This is his second book. Verdi was published in 2010.
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: A New Life Journal Jane Cafarella, 2014 Full
of warm, witty and wise stories about parenting, A New Life Journal began as a weekly column by
Australian journalist Jane Cafarella about her daughter's first year and ended up a life's work. First
published in The Age newspaper from 1993 -1997, the column struck a chord with readers, many of
whom wrote in response: Your family life so often mirrors my own. It is that made the column so
universally relevant and which led to it being picked up by Quality Time magazine from 1997 to
2002. Excerpts were also broadcast on the ABC Radio National program Life Matters over the years
and further instalments were published on Jane's Older and Wider blog. Now, for the first time, the
columns have been collated into a single edition for a new generation of readers to enjoy. Written
over more than 20 years, A New Life Journal is both a parenting book and a memoir, covering
everything from first words and potty training to choosing schools and finally letting go. A must-read
for all new parents, step parents and blended families A New Life Journal is a funny, eloquent and
compassionate record of one family's parenting journey and the universal issues that face parents
across generations.
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: Auxilium latinum , 1959
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: Galloping Green Marita O’Connell,
2004-02-02 [Book Summary] Emigration seemed the only path to the future in 1962 when Marita
OConnell left Ireland for America with two bulging suitcases and $10 to finance her new life. Based
on childhood diaries, Galloping Green: From Dear Distant Damp Dublin tells her engaging and
humorous story of growing up with a mother whose family were British Protestants, and an Irish
Catholic father with colorful republican ancestry. The second half shows Marita searching for a
better life in America and recounts how her invincible spirit helped her to overcome numerous
hurdles in her quest. Through example, Galloping Green shows readers that no matter what life
presents, there is always another path where the air will smell fresh and the sun will warm your
face.
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of
Congress. Copyright Office,
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: Pearls of Great Price Joni Eareckson Tada,
2006 ... Joni lovingly strings together some of her own choice pearls and presents them to you in this
beautiful devotional.
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: Girls Can't Make Gun Noises Paul Surridge,
2012
  all i want for christmas are my two front teeth: Frederick & Nelson Ann Wendell, 2008 In
1890, D. E. Frederick arrived in Seattle and, joined soon after by Nels Nelson, started what would
become one of the Northwest's best-loved and well-regarded stores. For more than 100 years,
Frederick & Nelson was much more than just a department store to the people of Seattle--it was an
icon. F&N, as locals referred to it, established the city's retail core, led the war-bond drive, acted as
a civic booster, and pioneered a high level of benefits for its workers. But it was the customer
experience that made all the difference at F&N. Whether it was a fashion show in the Tea Room, a
visit to Santa, or the taste of a Frango, the memories of Frederick & Nelson still resonate today
throughout the Pacific Northwest.
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