
what languages are spoken in tanzania
What Languages Are Spoken in Tanzania: A Linguistic Journey Through East Africa

what languages are spoken in tanzania is a fascinating question that opens a window
into one of Africa’s most linguistically diverse countries. Nestled in East Africa, Tanzania
is not only known for its breathtaking landscapes and rich wildlife but also for its vibrant
tapestry of languages. Whether you’re planning to visit, study, or simply satisfy your
curiosity, understanding the linguistic landscape of Tanzania offers deeper insight into its
culture, history, and everyday life.

The Linguistic Landscape of Tanzania

Tanzania is home to over 120 ethnic groups, each contributing its own unique languages
and dialects. This rich ethnic diversity naturally leads to a complex multilingual
environment that makes Tanzania one of the most linguistically rich countries in Africa.
The languages spoken in Tanzania range from indigenous Bantu languages to Arabic and
European languages introduced through historical contact.

Swahili: The National Language and Lingua Franca

Without a doubt, Swahili (locally known as Kiswahili) is the most widely spoken and
recognized language in Tanzania. It serves as the country’s national language and is the
primary medium of communication across different ethnic groups. Swahili’s role as a
lingua franca is crucial because it bridges communication gaps in a country with such
linguistic diversity.

Swahili’s roots trace back to the coastal regions of East Africa, where it developed as a
trade language combining elements of Bantu languages with Arabic influences. Today, it’s
spoken by approximately 90% of Tanzanians either as a first or second language. The
government uses Swahili in education, media, and official communication, making it
essential for anyone living or traveling in Tanzania to have some familiarity with it.

English: The Language of Education and Business

English holds an important place alongside Swahili in Tanzania. It is the official language
of government, higher education, and business sectors. English was inherited from the
colonial period when Tanzania (then Tanganyika) was under British administration.
Despite Swahili’s dominance in daily communication, English is widely taught in schools
starting from primary education and remains the language of instruction in secondary
schools and universities.

For travelers and expatriates, English often serves as the go-to language in cities and



tourist areas. However, fluency levels can vary widely, especially in rural areas where
Swahili or indigenous languages prevail.

Indigenous Languages: A Rich Tapestry of
Tongues

While Swahili and English dominate public life, Tanzania’s true linguistic wealth lies in its
indigenous languages. The country’s linguistic map is dotted with numerous Bantu and
Nilotic languages, reflecting the diverse ethnic mosaic.

Bantu Languages

Most indigenous languages in Tanzania belong to the Bantu family, which is widespread
across Central, Eastern, and Southern Africa. Some of the prominent Bantu languages
spoken include:

Chagga: Spoken by the Chagga people living on the slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro.

Hehe: Predominantly spoken in the southern highlands.

Gogo: Common in the Dodoma region, central Tanzania.

Sukuma: The largest ethnic group in Tanzania, their language is widely spoken in
the northwest near Lake Victoria.

Haya: Found around the Kagera region near Lake Victoria.

These languages primarily function within their ethnic communities and are often passed
down orally through generations. Many Tanzanians are bilingual or multilingual, switching
between their mother tongue and Swahili with ease.

Nilotic and Cushitic Languages

In addition to Bantu languages, Tanzania is home to several Nilotic and Cushitic-speaking
communities, mainly in northern and northeastern regions. Nilotic languages such as
Maasai, spoken by the Maasai people renowned for their distinctive culture, are common.
Cushitic languages—spoken by smaller groups—add to the linguistic mosaic, especially
near the border with Kenya and Ethiopia.



The Role of Arabic and Other Foreign Languages

Tanzania’s historical connections with the Arab world, especially along the coast, have left
noticeable linguistic traces. Arabic is spoken by some coastal communities and is taught in
religious schools due to the influence of Islam. While not as prevalent as Swahili or
English, Arabic remains significant in cultural and religious contexts.

Other foreign languages such as German and Portuguese also appear occasionally,
remnants of Tanzania’s colonial past and trade links. However, their use today is limited to
specific historical settings or among small communities.

Language and Education in Tanzania

An interesting aspect of Tanzania’s linguistic environment is its education policy, which
emphasizes Swahili in primary schools. This approach helps foster national unity and
ensures that children learn in a language they are familiar with. However, as students
progress to secondary and higher education, English becomes the medium of instruction,
preparing Tanzanians for global communication.

This bilingual education system sometimes presents challenges, particularly in rural areas
where access to quality English education may be limited. Nevertheless, it reflects
Tanzania’s unique balance between preserving local languages and integrating into the
global community.

Language Preservation and Challenges

With such a vast number of indigenous languages, Tanzania faces the challenge of
language preservation. Many smaller languages are at risk of fading as younger
generations gravitate toward Swahili and English for economic and social opportunities.
Efforts by linguists and cultural organizations aim to document and revitalize these
languages, recognizing their cultural importance.

Moreover, Tanzania’s language policy encourages the use of Swahili to unify the nation,
but this sometimes comes at the expense of minority languages. Balancing national
identity and linguistic diversity remains a delicate issue.

Practical Tips for Language Learners and
Travelers in Tanzania

If you’re planning to visit or live in Tanzania, understanding what languages are spoken in
Tanzania can greatly enhance your experience. Here are some practical tips:



Learn Basic Swahili: Even simple greetings and phrases in Swahili can open doors
and show respect to locals.

Be Patient with English: While English is widely spoken, especially in urban
centers, some rural areas might have limited English proficiency.

Explore Local Languages: If you’re spending time in specific regions, learning a
few words in the local language can enrich your cultural immersion.

Use Language Apps and Resources: Many online resources offer Swahili lessons,
and some focus on indigenous languages.

Engage with Locals: Tanzanians are generally warm and welcoming, and many
appreciate efforts to communicate in their mother tongue or Swahili.

Understanding the linguistic diversity not only helps in communication but also deepens
your appreciation for Tanzania’s rich cultural heritage.

The Future of Language in Tanzania

As Tanzania continues to develop and interact with the global community, its linguistic
landscape will evolve. Swahili’s prominence is likely to grow further, bolstered by its
adoption as one of the African Union’s official working languages. English will remain
important for international business and higher education.

Meanwhile, efforts to preserve indigenous languages will be crucial to maintaining
cultural identity. Digital technology and educational programs may play a vital role in
documenting and revitalizing these languages for future generations.

In essence, the question of what languages are spoken in Tanzania reveals a dynamic and
living story—a story of tradition meeting modernity, local roots blending with international
influences, and a nation united by language diversity as much as by its stunning
landscapes. Whether you’re a linguist, traveler, or simply a curious soul, Tanzania’s
languages invite you to explore a world where every word carries history, meaning, and
connection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Tanzania?
The official languages of Tanzania are Swahili (Kiswahili) and English.



Is Swahili widely spoken in Tanzania?
Yes, Swahili is the most widely spoken language in Tanzania and serves as the national
language, used in government, education, and daily communication.

Are there other indigenous languages spoken in
Tanzania besides Swahili and English?
Yes, Tanzania is home to over 120 indigenous languages, including languages such as
Sukuma, Chaga, Haya, and Maasai, spoken by various ethnic groups.

Is English commonly used in Tanzania?
English is commonly used in Tanzania, especially in higher education, government,
business, and legal matters, but it is not the primary language for daily communication.

How does Tanzania’s linguistic diversity impact
communication?
Tanzania’s linguistic diversity means many people are multilingual, often speaking their
ethnic language at home, Swahili in social settings, and English in formal contexts,
facilitating communication across different groups.

Is Swahili taught in schools across Tanzania?
Yes, Swahili is the medium of instruction in primary schools and is taught throughout the
country, helping unify the population through a common language.

Additional Resources
What Languages Are Spoken in Tanzania: A Linguistic Exploration

What languages are spoken in Tanzania is a question that opens a window into the
country’s rich cultural diversity and complex social fabric. Situated in East Africa,
Tanzania is home to a multitude of ethnic groups, each with its own language and dialect.
Understanding the linguistic landscape of Tanzania provides insights not only into
communication but also into the nation’s history, identity, and socio-political dynamics.
This article delves into the primary and secondary languages spoken in Tanzania, their
roles in society, and the challenges and opportunities they present.

The Linguistic Diversity of Tanzania

Tanzania is recognized as one of Africa’s most linguistically diverse countries, hosting over
120 distinct languages. These languages predominantly belong to the Bantu family, which
is widespread across sub-Saharan Africa. However, the linguistic spectrum extends



beyond Bantu, including Nilotic languages and others. This variety reflects the complex
interplay of geography, migration, and colonial history.

At the heart of Tanzania’s language situation is the coexistence of indigenous languages
alongside national and official languages. While local languages remain vital for daily
communication and cultural expression, the national language, Swahili (Kiswahili), and the
official language, English, play crucial roles in governance, education, and commerce.

The Role of Swahili in Tanzania

Swahili stands out as the dominant lingua franca in Tanzania. It is spoken by the vast
majority of Tanzanians, either as a first or second language. Unlike many African countries
where indigenous languages dominate, Tanzania has uniquely elevated Swahili to national
prominence. The language serves as a unifying medium across diverse ethnic groups,
facilitating communication and national cohesion.

Swahili’s origins lie along the East African coast, shaped by interactions between Bantu-
speaking communities and Arab traders. The language’s widespread adoption across
Tanzania was accelerated during the colonial period, particularly under German and
British rule, and was further institutionalized after independence in 1961. Today, Swahili
is used extensively in government, media, and education, especially at the primary level.

English as the Official Language

English holds the status of the official language in Tanzania, primarily used in higher
education, judiciary, and formal governmental affairs. This positioning reflects the British
colonial legacy. While Swahili dominates everyday communication and early education,
English becomes essential in secondary and tertiary education, business sectors, and
international relations.

The dual-language policy sometimes creates a linguistic divide. Many Tanzanians are
fluent in Swahili but may have limited proficiency in English, which can affect access to
higher education and certain professional opportunities. Nonetheless, English remains a
crucial tool for Tanzania’s engagement with the global community.

Indigenous Languages and Ethnic Identity

Beyond Swahili and English, Tanzania’s linguistic landscape is enriched by the presence of
numerous indigenous languages. These languages are often closely tied to ethnic identity
and cultural heritage. Among the prominent indigenous languages are:

Chaga: Spoken by the Chaga people in the northern highlands near Mount
Kilimanjaro.



Haya: A language of the Haya people in the northwest around Lake Victoria.

Maasai: Used by the Maasai pastoralist communities in northern Tanzania and
southern Kenya.

Sukuma: The largest ethnic group in Tanzania, with their language spoken widely in
the northwest.

Nyamwezi: Another major Bantu language spoken in central-western Tanzania.

These languages are predominantly used in family settings, local markets, and cultural
ceremonies. However, their usage is often overshadowed by Swahili’s dominance in public
and educational spheres.

Preservation Challenges for Indigenous Languages

Despite their cultural importance, many indigenous languages in Tanzania face challenges
related to preservation and vitality. Urbanization, interethnic marriages, and the
prioritization of Swahili and English in schools contribute to the gradual erosion of mother
tongues among younger generations. Additionally, limited written literature and media in
these languages hinder their transmission.

Efforts to document and revitalize indigenous languages are underway, often supported by
universities and cultural organizations. However, balancing the promotion of a unifying
national language with the protection of linguistic diversity remains a nuanced challenge
for policymakers.

Language and Education in Tanzania

The educational system in Tanzania reflects the country’s bilingual framework. Swahili is
the language of instruction in primary schools, ensuring accessibility and comprehension
for young learners. English takes over as the medium of instruction from secondary school
onwards, particularly in subjects like science and mathematics.

This transition from Swahili to English can be a critical juncture. Studies indicate that
students with limited English proficiency may struggle academically, highlighting the need
for effective language support programs. Moreover, the prominence of Swahili in early
education reinforces national unity but may inadvertently marginalize some indigenous
languages.

Language Policy and National Unity

Tanzania’s language policy has been instrumental in fostering a sense of national identity.



By promoting Swahili as the national language, the government sought to bridge ethnic
divides and create a cohesive society. This approach contrasts with some neighboring
countries where ethnic languages often dominate.

However, this policy also raises questions about linguistic equity and cultural rights. While
Swahili’s role as a lingua franca is undeniable, ensuring that minority languages receive
recognition and support is essential for preserving Tanzania’s rich linguistic mosaic.

Comparative Perspective: Tanzania and
Neighboring Countries

When compared to neighboring Kenya and Uganda, Tanzania’s linguistic situation exhibits
notable differences. Kenya, for instance, recognizes both English and Swahili as official
languages but also grants significant space to indigenous languages in education and
media. Uganda similarly promotes English while recognizing multiple indigenous
languages.

Tanzania’s singular emphasis on Swahili as a national language is relatively unique in the
region. This strategy has contributed to widespread national integration but also presents
a distinctive model of language management in a multilingual society.

Economic and Social Implications

Language proficiency in Tanzania also impacts economic opportunities. Fluency in English
often correlates with employment in formal sectors, international business, and the
tourism industry. Swahili, on the other hand, remains critical for commerce within
Tanzania and neighboring East African countries, where it is widely understood.

The interplay of languages thus influences social mobility, access to information, and
participation in the global economy. This dynamic underscores the importance of
multilingual education and language skills development in Tanzania’s future growth.

The question of what languages are spoken in Tanzania reveals a nation where linguistic
diversity coexists with a powerful unifying language. Swahili’s central role, the enduring
presence of indigenous tongues, and the functional necessity of English together shape
Tanzania’s vibrant communication landscape. As the country continues to evolve socially
and economically, the management and appreciation of its languages will remain a key
factor in its ongoing development.

What Languages Are Spoken In Tanzania

  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Routledge Revivals: Language in Tanzania
(1980) Edgar C. Polomé, C. P. Hill, 2017-09-29 Originally published in 1980, Language in Tanzania

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-187/what-languages-are-spoken-in-tanzania.pdf


presents a comprehensive overview of the Survey of Language Use and Language Teaching in
Eastern Africa. Using extensive research carried out by an interdisciplinary group of international
and local scholars, the survey also covers Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda and Zambia. The book represents
one of the most in-depth sociolinguistic studies carried out on this region at this time. It provides
basic linguistic data necessary to policy-makers, administrators, and educators, and will be of
interest to those researching the formulation and execution of language policy.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Culture and Customs of Tanzania Kefa M. Otiso,
2013-01-24 This book provides a fascinating, up-to-date overview of the social, cultural, economic,
and political landscapes of Tanzania. In Culture and Customs of Tanzania, author Kefa M. Otiso
presents an approachable basic overview of the country's key characteristics, covering topics such
as Tanzania's land, peoples, languages, education system, resources, occupations, economy,
government, and history. This recent addition to Greenwood's Culture and Customs of Africa series
also contains chapters that portray the culture and social customs of Tanzania, such as the country's
religion and worldview; literature, film, and media; art, architecture, and housing; cuisine and
traditional dress; gender roles, marriage, family structures, and lifestyle; and music, dance, and
drama.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Introduction to Tanzania Gilad James, PhD,
Tanzania is a country located in East Africa, bordered by Kenya and Uganda to the north, Rwanda,
Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo to the west, Zambia, Malawi, and Mozambique
to the south, and the Indian Ocean to the east. The country has a population of over 58 million
people and is home to over 120 ethnic groups, with Swahili being the official language and English
being widely spoken. The country has a diverse and rich culture, with various traditional dances,
music, and art forms. Tanzania is well known for its natural beauty and wildlife, including the
Serengeti National Park, Ngorongoro Conservation Area, and Mount Kilimanjaro, which is the
highest peak in Africa. The tourism industry is a significant source of revenue for Tanzania, with
visitors drawn to the country's many national parks, game reserves, and beaches. Agriculture is also
an essential sector in the country's economy, with the majority of the population engaged in
subsistence farming. Tanzania is Africa's largest producer of cashew nuts and is also a major
producer of coffee, tea, and tobacco. Despite its abundant natural resources and potential for
economic growth, Tanzania remains one of the world's poorest countries, with a significant
proportion of the population living below the poverty line.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Tanzania and Its People David Lawrence, 2009 This
work looks at Tanzania from a contemporary and historical perspective. The focus is on Tanzania
today. Subjects covered include a general background of Tanzania; the geography of the country; life
in Tanzania today and how life was in the seventies and eighties under socialism known as ujamaa
which means familyhood in Kiswahili; the country's transition from socialism to a free market
economy; ethnic groups or tribes and their home districts and regions; racial minorities who
constitute a significant part of Tanzania's population; the Swahili people and their culture; towns
and cities; the union of Tanganyika and Zanzibar and its prospects and challenges; and life in
Tanzania - what was then Tanganyika - in the fifties just before independence. There are also
chapters on Dar es Salaam, the nation's largest city and commercial centre and former capital, and
on the former island nation of Zanzibar. And there's a lot more covered in the book.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Linguistic Landscapes Beyond the Language
Classroom Greg Niedt, Corinne A. Seals, 2020-12-10 Linguistic landscapes can play an important
role in educating individuals beyond formal pedagogical environments. This book argues that
anywhere can be a space for people to learn from displayed texts, images, and other communicated
signs, and consequently a space where teachable cultural moments are created. Following language
learning trajectories that 'exit through the language classroom' into city streets, public offices,
museums and monuments, this volume presents innovative work demonstrating that anyone can
learn from the linguistic landscape that surrounds them. Offering a bridge between theoretical
research and practical application, chapters consider how we make sense of places by



understanding how the landscape is used to express, claim and contest identities and ideologies. In
this way, Linguistic Landscapes Beyond the Language Classroom highlights the unexpected
potential of the informal settings for learning and for teachers to expand their students' intercultural
experience.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Language of Instruction in Tanzania and South
Africa - Highlights from a Project , 2010-01-01 This book is based on chapters in a series of four
books from the first five years (2002-2006) of the Language of Instruction in Tanzania and South
Africa (LOITASA) project. LOITASA is a NUFU-funded (Norwegian University Fund) project which
began in January 2002 and will continue through to the end of 2011. The chapters reflect the state of
the research at the end of the first five years of LOITASA in 2006 and were selected by reviewers
independent of the project. The selection of chapters brought together bring to the forefront the
dilemmas facing developing countries as they seek to position themselves in an increasingly
interconnected global system, while at the same time maintaining a sense of national and regional
identity. The chapters in this collection reflect both positive outcomes when the medium of
instruction is a widely-known language as well as the challenges of mother tongue instruction in
countries where historically a powerful language like English has dominated. The four LOITASA
books in this series from which the chapters in this book are drawn are: ●Language of instruction in
Tanzania and South Africa (LOITASA) published by E & D Ltd, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
●Researching the language of instruction in Tanzania and South Africa published by African Minds,
Cape Town South Africa ●LOITASA Research in Progress published by KAD Associates, Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania. ●Focus on fresh data on the language of instruction debate in Tanzania and
South Africa published by African Minds, Cape Town, South Africa. All four books are edited by
Birgit Brock-Utne, the Norwegian project leader of the LOITASA project; Zubeida Desai, the South
African project leader and Martha Qorro, who is on the project steering committee in Tanzania.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Moving to Tanzania William Jones, Are you ready for
a life-changing adventure in one of East Africa's most enchanting countries? Whether you're
planning to make Tanzania your new home or just dreaming of an extended stay in this vibrant and
diverse nation, Moving to Tanzania is your essential guide to embracing a fresh start and thriving in
the heart of Africa. From the majestic plains of the Serengeti to the idyllic beaches of Zanzibar,
Tanzania offers a kaleidoscope of experiences. But embarking on such a journey requires
preparation, insight, and a sense of adventure. This comprehensive guide, written by experts and
seasoned travelers, is your trusted companion on this incredible odyssey. Inside Moving to Tanzania,
you'll discover: Practical Planning: A step-by-step guide to preparing for your move, including visa
and permit requirements, financial planning, and healthcare considerations. Cultural Immersion:
How to embrace the rich diversity of Tanzanian culture, from language learning tips to celebrating
local festivals and traditions. Building Relationships: Insights on forming meaningful connections
with Tanzanians and fellow expatriates, creating a supportive network, and contributing positively to
the community. Pursuing Passions: Discovering opportunities to explore your interests, whether
you're an outdoor enthusiast, an artist, a professional, or a student. Navigating Work and Business:
Navigating the Tanzanian job market, establishing a work-life balance, and contributing to local
economic growth. Staying Healthy and Well: Prioritizing your physical and mental well-being and
staying safe in your new environment. Education and Personal Growth: Exploring educational
opportunities, supporting children's education, and fostering lifelong learning. Giving Back and
Sustainability: Engaging in volunteerism, mentoring, and sustainable practices that benefit both the
community and the environment. Balancing Work and Life: Finding equilibrium between
professional responsibilities and personal well-being. Continuously Adapting and Learning: Tips for
maintaining adaptability and a growth mindset throughout your Tanzanian journey. In Moving to
Tanzania, you'll not only learn how to overcome common challenges but also how to thrive, make
lasting connections, and create a fulfilling life in this captivating country. Whether you're chasing
dreams, seeking new experiences, or simply enjoying the present moment, Tanzania has a way of
leaving an indelible mark on the hearts of those who call it home, even temporarily. Prepare for the



adventure of a lifetime, and let this guide be your compass as you embark on a journey filled with
wonder, discovery, and the boundless beauty of Tanzania. Karibu Tanzania—Welcome to Tanzania!
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Language, Culture, and Communication Nancy
Bonvillain, 2019-03-20 Language, Culture and Communication, Eight Edition, introduces students to
the topics and theories of the board field of linguistic anthropology by examining the multifaceted
meanings and uses of language. It emphasizes the ways in which language encapsulates speakers'
meanings and intentions. Through language structure and language use, speakers convey messages
about their own identities, their understandings of the world and their place in it. The book includes
discussion of cultural and symbolic meanings conveyed by language and the social and political
dimensions of language use. By using data, this book documents both similarities and differences in
human language. New to this Edition: Introduction of the theme of intersectionalities, and the theme
of discourse and texts Chapter 3: expansion of discussion on the re-examination of linguistic
relativity.Chapter 5: expansion of discussion of how social stratification and racial differences can
influence the way politeness is interpreted and the contextual expression of politeness.Chapter 6:
New section on digital telephone technologies and innovative literacy practices using cell phones.
New section on use of social media platforms with national and international statistics and
practices.Expansion of Deaf communities and controversy over cochlear implants. Chapter 8: New
section on the inclusions and exclusions of Moroccan immigrant children in Spain through
communicative interactions and norms. Chapter 9: Expansion of section on race.New section on the
covert expression of racist meanings. Chapter 10: New section on gendered speech in Lakhota New
section on men's and women's speech in Yanyuwa, Australia New section on conversational style and
the gendering of work places New section on language and sexuality Chapter 11:Updates on the
distribution of languages worldwideNew section on the development of the American standard.
Chapter 12: Expansion of discussion of language and nation building.Expansion of discussion of
language shift and language revitalization programs. Chapter 13: expansion of social ideologies and
prejudices expressed in public media.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Tanzania Wakabi Wairagala, 2004 Provides an
overview of the geography, history, government, people, arts, foods, and other aspects of life in
Tanzania.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Tanzania John Ndembwike, 2009-10 This is an
introduction to Tanzania. The focus is on the land and its people and how they live. The work also
looks at Tanzania's demographic composition and the ethnic identities of the people who constitute
the largest and most populous country in East Africa. The book is intended for members of the
general public including tourists. It's also good for students who want to learn about Tanzania from
a contemporary and historical perspective. The work provides basic information for those who are
going to Tanzania and who intend to spend some time in a country that's one of the prime
destinations for people from all parts of the world visiting the African continent.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: State Ideology and Language in Tanzania Jan
Blommaert, 2014-07-16 This book is a thoroughly revised version of the 1999 edition, which was
welcomed at the time as a classic. It now extends the period of coverage to 2012 and includes an
entirely new chapter on current developments, making this updated edition an essentia
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Tanzania And The Imf Horace Campbell, Howard
Stein, Joel Samoff, 2019-06-18 The recent debate on the consequences of structural adjustment for
developing economies, which took place between the World Bank and the United Nation's Economic
Commission on Africa, underlines the need for further investigation of this important economic
strategy. Tanzania, which for a decade had stood as a symbol of opposition to the Internation
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Tanzania Jay Heale, Winnie Wong, Kelly Spence,
2018-04-15 Tanzania is a home to spectacular sights like the Serengeti plains and Mount
Kilimanjaro. Its rich wildlife population has led to conservation efforts, but also has allowed for more
sinister workings to occur, such as poaching. Readers will learn about the country's past and present
through vibrant photographs and rich text that examine Tanzania's unique features, including its



people, heritage, geography, environment, and food, offering a comprehensive view of the country
today.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: English as a Language of Teaching and
Learning for Community Secondary Schools in Tanzania Elia Shabani Mligo, Mikael
Mwashilindi, 2017-08-07 This book examines the challenges posed by English, a foreign language, as
a language of teaching and learning for community secondary schools in Tanzania in terms of
academic performance. The book probes the necessity for having two languages of instruction in the
Tanzanian educational system. While Kiswahili, the native language, is predominantly understood by
the majority of people, the discussion in this book indicates that most students in community
secondary schools in Tanzania are incompetent in understanding, writing, listening, reading, and
speaking English, a language they use in learning and doing their examinations, especially in the
early stages of their secondary studies. The incompetence in the above-mentioned skills is mostly
caused by their inability to cope with the abrupt transition in the languages of instruction from their
pre-primary and primary school study [Kiswahili] to secondary school study [English]. Moreover,
most teachers are unable to use the English language as a means to impart knowledge or facilitate
learning to their students, leading them to code-switching and code-mixing. This book poses a
challenge to countries whose students pass through a transition from one language of instruction to
another in their educational systems, helping them to make appropriate decisions in regard to the
appropriate language of teaching and learning.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Focus on Fresh Data on the Language of
Instruction Debate in Tanzania and South Africa Birgit Brock-Utne, Zubeida Desai, Martha
Qorro, 2006 This is a series of books from the LOITASA (Language of Instruction in Tanzania and
South Africa) project. LOITASA is a NUFU-funded (Norwegian University Fund) project which began
in January 2002 and continued till the end of 2006. It is, what in donor circles is known as a
'South-South-North' cooperation project which, in this case, involves research cooperation between
South Africa, Tanzania and Norway. The first book, entitled Language of instruction in Tanzania and
South Africa (LOITASA), focused on the current language in education situation in the two countries
by providing a description and analysis of existing language policies and practices.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Early Language Learning Policy in the 21st
Century Subhan Zein, Maria R. Coady, 2021-09-22 This volume analyses the policymaking,
expectations, implementation, progress, and outcomes of early language learning in various
education policy contexts worldwide. The contributors to the volume are international researchers
specialising in language policy and early language learning and their contributions aim to advance
scholarship on early language learning policies and inform policymaking at the global level. The
languages considered include learning English as a second language in primary schools in Japan,
Mexico, Serbia, Argentina, and Tanzania; Spanish language education in the US and Australia;
Arabic as a second language in Israel and Bangladesh; Chinese in South America and Oceania; and
finally, early German teaching and learning in France and the UK.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Language Choices Martin Pütz, 1997-01-01 This
volume concerns various aspects of the theory and application of language conflict phenomena seen
from an interdisciplinary perspective. The focus is on linguistic, social, psychological and
educational issues (conditions, constraints and consequences) involved in the status and use of
languages in multilingual settings. The book is divided into four sections, which deal with:
theoretical issues - such as the nature of the concepts of language maintenance; language policy and
language planning; attitudes towards languages; and codeswitching and language choice.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Examining Education around the World Fred M.
Shelley, 2022-09-27 This thematic encyclopedia provides an overview of education in 70 countries
worldwide and links educational organization, philosophy, and practice with important global social,
economic, and environmental issues facing the contemporary world. All around the world, young
people attend school, be it in the steppes of Mongolia, the tiny island nations of the Pacific, or the
urban centers of Mexico. How do countries meet the educational needs of their citizens? This volume



is organized into 10 chapters that look at key issues in global education, including literacy, gender,
religion, science and technology (STEM), arts and humanities, school violence, multicultural
education and diversity, environment and sustainability, education and difference/special needs, and
views on education and a country's future. Each chapter contains eight country profiles, one for the
United States and one each for seven other countries. Each entry includes a brief overview of the
country and its history and geography, a description of its education system, and more detailed
information about that country. This book allows readers to compare and contrast education
throughout the world. It also analyzes, from both contemporary and historical perspectives,
relationships between education and the ways in which different countries address various issues,
including development, diversity, gender, and environmental sustainability.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Dictionary of Languages Andrew Dalby, 1998 This
guide to the languages of the world details more than 400 languages in a clear A-Z style.
  what languages are spoken in tanzania: Language and Politics William M. O’Barr,
2019-07-22 No detailed description available for Language and Politics.
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