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Throughout American History the Concept of Liberty: A Journey Through Time

Throughout American history the concept of liberty has been a fundamental and evolving ideal,
shaping the nation's identity and guiding its political, social, and cultural development. From the
earliest colonial days through the struggles of civil rights to contemporary debates about freedom,
liberty remains a powerful and sometimes contested principle. Understanding how liberty has been
interpreted and redefined across different eras offers valuable insights into the American experience
and its ongoing quest for justice and equality.

Liberty in the Colonial Era and the Founding of the
Nation

The roots of liberty in America stretch back to the colonial period when settlers sought freedom from
oppressive rule and religious persecution. Early colonists, many fleeing from Europe’s rigid
monarchies and state churches, embraced liberty as the right to govern themselves and practice their
beliefs without interference. This early yearning for freedom sowed the seeds for the revolutionary
ideals that would soon follow.

The Influence of Enlightenment Thought

One cannot discuss throughout American history the concept of liberty without acknowledging the
profound impact of Enlightenment thinkers like John Locke and Montesquieu. Their ideas about
natural rights, the social contract, and the separation of powers deeply influenced American
revolutionaries. Locke’s assertion that individuals have inherent rights to life, liberty, and property
became a foundational element in the Declaration of Independence, penned by Thomas Jefferson in
1776.

The American Revolution and the Birth of a New Liberty

The American Revolution was the ultimate test of liberty for the thirteen colonies. The fight against
British imperial control was about more than taxes; it was about asserting the rights of individuals and
communities to self-determination. The revolutionary rhetoric celebrated liberty as freedom from
tyranny and arbitrary rule. However, it's important to recognize that this liberty was initially
limited—primarily to white male property owners—highlighting the contradictions embedded in early
American freedom.



Liberty and the Constitution: Balancing Freedom and
Order

After victory in the Revolution, the founders faced the challenge of creating a government that
protected liberty while maintaining order. The drafting of the U.S. Constitution was a pivotal moment
in shaping America's understanding of liberty as a balance between individual rights and collective
security.

The Bill of Rights: Protecting Fundamental Freedoms

The first ten amendments, known as the Bill of Rights, were added to the Constitution to safequard
essential liberties such as freedom of speech, religion, and the press, as well as protections against
unreasonable searches and cruel punishment. These amendments reflect a growing recognition that
liberty isn’t just about independence from government but also about securing personal freedoms
within a structured society.

Liberty and Slavery: A Contradiction in American Ideals

Throughout American history the concept of liberty has been complicated by the persistence of
slavery. While the nation proclaimed liberty for many, millions of African Americans remained
enslaved, denied basic human rights. This glaring contradiction fueled tensions that eventually led to
the Civil War. The abolition of slavery through the 13th Amendment was a crucial step in expanding
the meaning of liberty, though the struggle for equality was far from over.

The Expanding Interpretation of Liberty in the 19th and
20th Centuries

As America grew and changed, so too did its conception of liberty. The 19th and 20th centuries saw
significant challenges and expansions of freedom, reflecting broader social transformations.

Reconstruction and Civil Rights

Following the Civil War, the Reconstruction Era sought to redefine liberty by granting newly freed
African Americans citizenship and voting rights through the 14th and 15th Amendments. Despite
initial progress, these rights were undermined by segregation and disenfranchisement in the South for
decades. Nevertheless, the idea that liberty includes equal protection under the law became a
cornerstone for later civil rights movements.



Women'’s Suffrage and Gender Equality

The fight for women'’s rights also reshaped the American concept of liberty. The suffragette
movement, culminating in the 19th Amendment in 1920, recognized women'’s right to participate fully
in democracy. This expansion of liberty to include gender equality has continued to evolve,
influencing debates on workplace rights, reproductive freedom, and more.

The Civil Rights Movement and Social Justice

The mid-20th century civil rights movement dramatically redefined liberty by challenging systemic
racism and segregation. Leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. emphasized that true liberty must include
freedom from discrimination and access to equal opportunity. Landmark legislation such as the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 marked significant victories in this ongoing
struggle.

Liberty in Contemporary America: Challenges and
Debates

Today, the concept of liberty remains central to American political discourse but is subject to complex
debates reflecting a diverse society.

Balancing Security and Freedom

In a post-9/11 world, questions about how to balance liberty with national security have come to the
forefront. Discussions around surveillance, privacy rights, and government powers highlight the
tension between protecting citizens and preserving individual freedoms.

Liberty and Identity Politics

Issues of race, gender, sexual orientation, and religion continue to shape how liberty is understood.
The expansion of civil rights to LGBTQ+ individuals, for example, reflects the ongoing evolution of
liberty as inclusive and protective of diverse identities.

Economic Liberty and Social Equity

Debates about economic freedom, access to healthcare, education, and the role of government in
addressing inequality underscore the multifaceted nature of liberty today. Many argue that economic
opportunity is a vital component of true liberty, linking individual freedom to social conditions.



Reflections on the Enduring Importance of Liberty

Throughout American history the concept of liberty has been a dynamic and sometimes contested
ideal. It has inspired revolutions, shaped constitutions, and driven social movements. Recognizing the
complexities and contradictions in America’s pursuit of liberty helps us appreciate the ongoing work
required to realize its promise fully.

Liberty is not a static concept but a living dialogue between the past and the present. It invites
citizens to reflect on what freedom means in their own time and to participate actively in shaping a
society where liberty is more than a word—it is a lived reality for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

How has the concept of liberty evolved throughout American
history?

The concept of liberty in American history has evolved from the initial focus on freedom from British
rule to a broader understanding encompassing civil rights, individual freedoms, and social justice.
Early notions emphasized political independence and property rights, while later movements
expanded liberty to include abolition of slavery, women's suffrage, and equal rights for all citizens.

What role did the Declaration of Independence play in shaping
American ideas about liberty?

The Declaration of Independence was pivotal in defining liberty as a fundamental right, asserting that
all men are created equal with unalienable rights including life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. It
established liberty as a core American value and justified the colonies' break from British rule,
influencing future legal and social movements.

How did the Civil War impact the understanding of liberty in
the United States?

The Civil War significantly transformed the understanding of liberty by addressing the contradiction of
slavery in a nation founded on freedom. The abolition of slavery through the 13th Amendment
redefined liberty to include freedom from bondage and laid the groundwork for civil rights, though full
equality remained a long struggle.

In what ways have social movements in the 20th century
expanded the concept of liberty?

Social movements such as the Civil Rights Movement, Women's Rights Movement, and LGBTQ+ rights
activism expanded liberty to include equality under the law, voting rights, gender equality, and sexual
freedom. These movements challenged systemic discrimination and worked to ensure that liberty was
accessible to all individuals, not just a privileged few.



How does the American Constitution protect liberty, and what
challenges has it faced in doing so?

The American Constitution protects liberty through the Bill of Rights and subsequent amendments,
guaranteeing freedoms such as speech, religion, and due process. However, challenges have included
interpretations that limited rights (e.g., segregation laws), government overreach, and ongoing
debates over balancing security and individual freedoms. Judicial review and amendments have been
key in addressing these challenges.

Additional Resources
Throughout American History the Concept of Liberty: An Evolving Ideal

Throughout american history the concept of liberty has been a driving force shaping the nation’s
identity, legal framework, and social fabric. From the colonial era to the present day, liberty has been
both a rallying cry and a contested idea, reflecting the evolving values and struggles within American
society. This article undertakes an analytical exploration of how liberty has been understood,
challenged, and redefined throughout American history, emphasizing its multifaceted nature and
enduring significance.

The Foundations of Liberty in Colonial and
Revolutionary America

The roots of liberty in America can be traced back to the early colonial period, where European
settlers brought with them diverse notions of individual rights and governance. Throughout american
history the concept of liberty initially centered on protection from arbitrary rule, inspired by
Enlightenment principles and English legal traditions such as the Magna Carta and the English Bill of
Rights.

Liberty as Freedom from Tyranny

During the 18th century, colonial Americans increasingly viewed liberty as freedom from British
imperial control and unjust taxation without representation. This interpretation culminated in the
American Revolution (1775-1783), where liberty was synonymous with political independence and
self-determination.

The Declaration of Independence (1776) famously enshrined “life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness” as inalienable rights, signaling a revolutionary redefinition of liberty as a universal
entitlement rather than a privilege of the elite. However, this promise was paradoxical given the
ongoing existence of slavery and disenfranchisement of women and Native Americans.



Liberty and the Constitution: Balancing Individual
Rights and Collective Order

Following independence, the challenge became how to institutionalize liberty within a new political
system. The drafting of the U.S. Constitution in 1787 and the subsequent Bill of Rights (1791) marked
critical milestones in formalizing civil liberties and limiting governmental power.

Federalism and the Protection of Liberties

Throughout american history the concept of liberty has been intricately linked to federalism,
balancing states’ rights with national authority. The Constitution’s framework sought to protect
individual freedoms while maintaining order, a tension that has persisted.
Some key features established include:

e Freedom of speech, religion, and the press (First Amendment)

¢ Protection against unreasonable searches and seizures (Fourth Amendment)

* Rights to due process and fair trials (Fifth and Sixth Amendments)

However, the scope and application of these rights often depended on social hierarchies and political
contexts, revealing limitations in the early conceptualization of liberty.

Slavery and the Contradiction of Liberty

One of the most glaring contradictions in the early American conception of liberty was the institution
of slavery. For decades, liberty was selectively applied, excluding millions of enslaved African
Americans. The abolitionist movement and the Civil War (1861-1865) dramatically reshaped the
discourse, positioning liberty as a demand for universal human rights rather than a conditional
privilege.

Liberty in the 20th Century: Expanding Rights and New
Challenges

The 20th century witnessed significant expansions and reinterpretations of liberty, influenced by
societal changes, wars, and civil rights movements.



The Civil Rights Movement and Liberty for All

Throughout american history the concept of liberty has been challenged and expanded by
marginalized groups seeking equality. The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s stands as a
pivotal chapter where liberty was redefined to include racial equality and voting rights.

Landmark legislation such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 aimed to
dismantle institutional barriers, affirming that liberty encompasses freedom from discrimination and
access to political participation. Yet, ongoing debates about systemic racism and social justice
highlight the continuing evolution of the concept.

Liberty and National Security: A Delicate Balance

The tension between liberty and security became particularly pronounced during times of war and
national crisis. For example, the internment of Japanese Americans during World War Il and the
post-9/11 surveillance measures illustrate instances where civil liberties were curtailed in the name of
national security.

These episodes spark critical discussions about the limits of liberty and the responsibilities of
government, underscoring how liberty is often negotiated rather than absolute.

Contemporary Interpretations and Debates
Surrounding Liberty

In the 21st century, the concept of liberty continues to be dynamic, intersecting with issues such as
technology, privacy, social justice, and political polarization.

Digital Liberty and Privacy Concerns

The rise of the internet and digital technologies has introduced new dimensions to liberty, particularly
concerning privacy rights and freedom of expression online. Debates around government
surveillance, data security, and platform regulation reflect ongoing efforts to define liberty in a rapidly
changing technological landscape.

Liberty and Social Movements

Modern social movements—including LGBTQ+ rights, gender equality, and immigration
reform—further expand the traditional boundaries of liberty. These movements emphasize personal
autonomy, identity recognition, and protection from discrimination, reinforcing liberty as an evolving
ideal responsive to societal needs.



Analyzing the Complexities of Liberty: Pros and Cons

Understanding liberty through a historical lens reveals both its strengths and inherent challenges:

1. Strengths:
o Foundation for democratic governance and individual empowerment
o Catalyst for social reforms and civil rights advancements

o Framework for legal protections and accountability

2. Challenges:
o Historical inconsistencies in application and exclusion of marginalized groups
o Potential conflicts between individual liberty and collective security

o Ambiguities in balancing freedom with social responsibilities and ethical considerations

Such complexities illustrate why debates about liberty remain central to American political discourse
and social policy.

Throughout american history the concept of liberty has served as both an aspirational ideal and a
practical challenge, continually reshaped by cultural, political, and legal forces. Its evolution reflects
the nation’s ongoing struggle to reconcile freedom with equality, security, and justice in a pluralistic
society. As new issues emerge, the American understanding of liberty will likely continue to adapt,
underscoring its enduring importance as a cornerstone of the national ethos.

Throughout American History The Concept Of Liberty

throughout american history the concept of liberty: America's Prophets David R. Dow,
2009-04-30 America's Prophets: How Judicial Activism Makes America Great fills a major void in the
popular literature by providing a thorough definition and historical account of judicial activism and
by arguing that it is a method of prophetic adjudication which is essential to preserving American
values. Dow confounds the allegation of the Christian right that judicial activism is legally and
morally unsound by tracing the roots of American judicial activism to the methods of legal and moral
interpretation developed by the prophets of the Hebrew Bible. He claims that Isaiah, Amos, and
Jesus are archetypal activist judges and, conversely, that modern activist judges are America's
prophets. Dow argues that judicial restraint is a priestly method of adjudication and that it, not
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judicial activism, is the legally and morally unsound method. Race and gender discrimination,
separation of church and state, privacy rights, and same-sex marriage are all issues that have
divided our nation and required judicial intervention. Every time the courts address a hot-button
issue and strike down entrenched bias or bigotry, critics accuse the justices of being judicial
activists, whose decisions promote their personal biases and flout constitutional principles. This
term, despite its widespread currency as a pejorative, has never been rigorously defined. Critics of
judicial activism properly point out that when judges overturn laws that enforce popular norms they
thwart the will of the majority. But Dow argues that so-called activist judges uphold two other
American legal values that are as deeply embedded in American legal culture as majoritarianism:
liberty and equality. He challenges the notion that judicial activism is unprincipled, and he provides
a vocabulary and historical context for defending progressive decisions.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: Holding Together John Shattuck,
Sushma Raman, Mathias Risse, 2022-05-31 A bold new assessment of the multipronged attack on
rights in the United States, and how to push back An overwhelming majority of Americans agree that
rights are essential to their freedom, and that rights today are severely threatened. The promise of
rights has been reimagined at pivotal moments in American history—from the American Revolution
to the Civil War to the Civil Rights Movement. Can today become another time of transformation?
Holding Together is about the promise of rights as a source of American identity, the struggle to
realize rights by countless Americans to whom the promise has been denied or not fulfilled, the
hijacking of rights by politicians who seek power by dividing and polarizing, and the way forward in
which rights can bring Americans together instead of tearing them apart. Drawing on a series of
town hall meetings with representative groups of citizens across the country discussing their
concerns over rights, new national opinion polls from all demographic groups and political
perspectives conducted in 2020 and 2021, and extensive research, Holding Together is a road map
for an American rights revival. John Shattuck, Sushma Raman, and Mathias Risse present a
comprehensive account of the current state of rights in the United States—and concrete
recommendations to policy makers and citizens on how to reclaim them.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: Herbert Hoover, Unemployment, and
the Public Sphere Vincent Gaddis, 2005-09-26 Herbert Hoover, Unemployment, and the Public
Sphere examines the fulfillment of Hoover's ideas in the area of unemployment between 1919 and
1933. The economic system Herbert Hoover envisioned, one based on cooperation and individual
initiative with limited government, and the language he used to promote this system defined New
Era discourse. His American Individualism, printed in 1923, served as the political philosophy of the
administrations of the 1920s. In his discourse from 1919-1921, Hoover expanded the criteria- the
conceptual definitions of virtue and liberty. The book includes a foreword by Mary O. Furner.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: Travels Through American History in
the Mid-Atlantic Charles W. Mitchell, Elizabeth Church Mitchell, 2021-04-27 This regional travel
guide seeks out engaging reenactments and the best exhibits, where remarkable artifacts and
excellent displays bring history alive. —Kathryn Schneider Smith, author of Washington at Home: An
[lustrated History of Neighborhoods in the Nation's Capital Few regions of the United States boast
as many historically significant sites as the mid-Atlantic. Travels through American History in the
Mid-Atlantic brings to life sixteen easily accessible historical destinations, and additional side trips,
in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Washington, D.C., the Potomac Valley, and Virginia. Charles W. Mitchell
walked these sites, interviewed historians and rangers, and read the letters and diaries of the men
and women who witnessed—and at times made—history. He reveals in vivid prose the ways in which
war, terrain, weather, and illness have shaped the American narrative. Each attraction,
reenactment, and interactive exhibit in the book is described through the lens of the American
experience, beginning in the colonial and revolutionary eras, continuing through the War of 1812,
and ending with the Civil War. Mitchell contrasts the ornate decor of Philadelphia's Independence
Hall, for example, with the passionate debates that led to the Declaration of Independence, and the
tranquil beauty of today's Harpers Ferry with the trauma its citizens endured during the Civil War,




when the town fell six times to opposing forces. Excerpts from eyewitness accounts further
humanize key moments in the national story. Hand-drawn maps evoke the historical era by depicting
the natural features that so often affected the course of events. This engaging blend of history and
travel is ideal for visiting tourists, area residents seeking weekend diversions, history buffs, and
armchair travelers.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: American Constitutionalism Heard
Round the World, 1776-1989 George Athan Billias, 2011-12 Winner of the 2010 Book Award from the
New England Historical Association American constitutionalism represents this country’s greatest
gift to human freedom, yet its story remains largely untold. For over two hundred years, its ideals,
ideas, and institutions influenced different peoples in different lands at different times. American
constitutionalism and the revolutionary republican documents on which it is based affected
countless countries by helping them develop their own constitutional democracies. Western
constitutionalism—of which America was a part along with Britain and France—reached a major
turning point in global history in 1989, when the forces of democracy exceeded the forces of
autocracy for the first time. Historian George Athan Billias traces the spread of American
constitutionalism—from Europe, Latin America, and the Caribbean region, to Asia and
Africa—beginning chronologically with the American Revolution and the fateful shot heard round the
world and ending with the conclusion of the Cold War in 1989. The American model contributed
significantly by spearheading the drive to greater democracy throughout the Western world, and
Billias’s landmark study tells a story that will change the way readers view the important role
American constitutionalism played during this era.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: Citizenship and Its Exclusions Ediberto
Roman, 2010-05-31 A rich and impassioned exploration of the persistence of second-class citizenship
in the United States. Roman vividly portrays the injustices concealed by our discourse of equal
citizenship.---Gerald Neuman, J. Sinclair Armstrong Professor of International, Foreign, and
Comparative Law, Harvad Law School --Book Jacket.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: Constitutional Law Kevin Saunders,
Michael Lawrence, 2013-03-15 Constitutional law is one of the most engaging and yet challenging
first year law classes. At the confluence of history, politics, legal theory, and judicial review, it
requires students to learn a new framework for legal interpretation and thought unique from other
areas of law. For the first time, Oxford University Press equips students with an accessible guide to
acing these challenging constitutional law exams. In Constitutional Law: Model Problems and
Outstanding Answers, Kevin Saunders and Michael Lawrence help students demonstrate their
knowledge of constitutional law in the structured and sophisticated manner that professors expect
on law school exams. The book provides clear introductions on the fundamental topics in
constitutional law, provides hypotheticals similar to those that students can expect to see on an
exam, including multi-issue questions, and offers model answers to those hypotheticals. Professors
Saunders and Lawrence then also coach students in how to evaluate their own work with a
comprehensive self-analysis section. Constitutional Law: Model Problems and Outstanding Answers
prepares students by challenging them to use the law they learn in class while also explaining the
best way to express sophisticated answers on law school exams. Model Problems and Outstanding
Answers is an innovative new series by Oxford University Press. Featuring topical introductions and
clear fact patterns, each book contains exercises designed to help students develop methods to craft
organized, relevant, and thoughtful responses to exam-style questions. These exercises show the
student how to think like a lawyer. By guiding students to the most appropriate ways to apply their
knowledge to new facts, the series offers meaningful and significant preparation for law school
exams and bar-exam essays. Current titles in the series include Federal Income Taxation, Civil
Procedure, and Criminal Law.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: Armed in America Patrick J. Charles
(Historian), 2018 NOW WITH A NEW PREFACE THAT BRINGS THE FRAUGHT GUN-RIGHTS
CONTROVERSY UP TO DATE This accessible legal history describes the way in which the Second



Amendment was interpreted throughout most of American history and shows that today's gun-rights
advocates have drastically departed from the long-held interpretation of the right to bear arms. This
illuminating study traces the transformation of the right to arms from its inception in English and
colonial American law to today's impassioned gun-control debate. As historian and legal scholar
Patrick J. Charles shows, what the right to arms means to Americans, as well as what it legally
protects, has changed drastically since its first appearance in the 1689 Declaration of Rights. Armed
in America explores how and why the right to arms transformed at different points in history. The
right was initially meant to serve as a parliamentary right of resistance, yet by the ratification of the
Second Amendment in 1791 the right had become indispensably intertwined with civic
republicanism. As the United States progressed into the 19th century the right continued to
change--this time away from civic republicanism and towards the individual-right understanding that
is known today, albeit with the important caveat that the right could be severely restricted by the
government's police power. Throughout the 20th century this understanding of the right remained
the predominant view. But working behind the scenes was the beginnings of the gun-rights
movement--a movement that was started in the early 20th century through the collective efforts of
sporting magazine editors and was eventually commandeered by the National Rifle Association to
become the gun-rights movement known today. Now with a new preface that brings the fraught
gun-rights controversy up to date, this book is an invaluable resource for readers looking to sort
through the shrill rhetoric surrounding the current gun debate and arrive at an informed
understanding of the legal and historical development of the right to arms.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: Cultural Dimensions of Strategy and
Policy Jiyul Kim, 2009 There has been a growing recognition in the post-Cold War era that culture
has increasingly become a factor in determining the course of today's complex and interconnected
world. The U.S. experience in Afghanistan and Iraq extended this trend to national security and
military operations. There is also a growing recognition by the national security community that
culture is an important factor at the policy and strategy levels. Cultural proficiency at the policy and
strategy levels means the ability to consider history, values, ideology, politics, religion, and other
cultural dimensions and assess their potential effect on policy and strategy. The Analytical Cultural
Framework for Strategy and Policy (ACFSP) is one systematic and analytical approach to the vital
task of viewing the world through many lenses. The ACFSP identifies basic cultural dimensions that
seem to be of fundamental importance in determining such behavior and thus are of importance in
policy and strategy formulation and outcomes. These dimensions are (1) Identity, or the basis for
defining identity and its linkage to interests; (2) Political Culture, or the structure of power and
decisionmaking; and (3) Resilience, or the capacity or ability to resist, adapt or succumb to external
forces. Identity is the most important, because it ultimately determines purpose, values and interests
that form the foundation for policy and strategy to attain or preserve those interests.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: Liberty's Dawn Art Theocles, 2012-03
The Liberty Trilogy contemplates the fragility of freedom and liberty by taking its readers on a
fictional adventure through American history. Political and economic circumstance, patriotism, and
faith guide the main characters through their unnatural journey. The first book, Liberty's Dawn,
occurs during the 1780-1781 years of the revolutionary conflict in North America's southern
colonies. In Liberty's Dawn, three friends embark on a winter camping trip in the mountains of
South Carolina, to escape the stark realities and absurdities of modern society. They have planned a
weekend of camp fires, good eating, and target shooting at an outdoor rifle and pistol range.
Abruptly, on the first day's hike, an unseen force thrusts them back in time to witness the fall of
Charleston to British forces loyal to King George in late spring of the year 1780. How did the friends
get here? Why are they here? What should they do now? Nik, Sid, and John must wrestle with these
questions and ultimately find their way as history unfolds before them. American history is Nik's
passion and seeing the Revolutionary war is like watching a living history of the events he has
studied most of his life. John is an avid outdoorsman and Sid is a computer professional with
previous contacts throughout the US military. The friends soon discover an evil from America's past



is in the wrong place and at the wrong time. Will liberty and freedom expire before it takes root?
Will evil triumph?

throughout american history the concept of liberty: AP U.S. History Premium, 2024:
Comprehensive Review With 5 Practice Tests + an Online Timed Test Option Eugene V. Resnick,
2023-07-04 Sharpen your test-taking skills with five full-length practice tests--two in the book and
three more online; strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all units on the AP U.S.
History exam; reinforce your learning with practice questions at the end of each chapter--

throughout american history the concept of liberty: The Idea That Is America Anne-Marie
Slaughter, 2007-08-02 The Washington Post Book World named The Idea That This is America one of
the best books of 2007 When Army Captain lan Fishback decided to blow the whistle on prisoner
abuse in Iraq and Afghanistan, he posed the central question facing America in the new century: Will
we confront danger in order to preserve our ideals, or will courage and commitment to individual
rights wither at the prospect of sacrifice? . . . I would rather die fighting than give up even the
smallest part of the idea that is 'America.' But what is this idea? George W. Bush waged war in Iraq
in the name of American values -- liberty and democracy. His critics in the United States and around
the world also use the language of values, and attack him for deceiving a nation to wage an unjust
war. What are the values that America truly stands for? In The Idea That Is America, a preeminent
foreign policy scholar eloquently reminds us of the essential principles on which our nation was
established: liberty, democracy, equality, tolerance, faith, justice, and humility. Our ongoing struggle
to live up to America's great promise matters not only to us, but also to the billions of men and
women everywhere who look to the United States to lead, protect, and inspire the world. In The Idea
That Is America, Anne-Marie Slaughter shows us the way forward.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: Daily Life through American
History in Primary Documents Randall M. Miller, Theodore J. Zeman, Francis ]J. Sicius, Jolyon P.
Girard, 2011-12-12 With this book, students, teachers, and general readers get a most important
look at primary documents—essentially history's first draft—revealing rare insights into how
American life in past eras really was, and also about how professional historians begin their work.
Daily Life through American History in Primary Documents presents a large sweep of American
history through the voices of the American people themselves. This multivolume work explores the
daily lives of American people from colonial times to the present through primary documents that
include diaries, letters, memoirs, speeches, sermons, pamphlets, and all manner of public and
private writings from the people. The emphasis is on the variety of people's experiences as they
ordered and lived their daily lives. The cast includes Americans of every class and condition, men
and women, parents and children, free and unfree, native-born and immigrant. Hundreds of images
further illustrate American life as it developed over more than four centuries and as Americans
moved across a continent. Organized both chronologically and topically, this collection invites many
uses by students, teachers, librarians, and anyone wanting to discover what counted in American
lives at any one time and over time. Its focus on primary documents encourages readers of the
volume to explore specific and critical events by taking a firsthand look at the actual documents
from which those events draw historical meaning. The documents show Americans at work, at home,
at play, in the public square, in places of worship, and on the move. As such, they perfectly
complement the acclaimed Greenwood Encyclopedia of Daily Life in America and will enrich any
American history, social science, and sociology classroom.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: Popular Fads and Crazes through
American History Nancy Hendricks, 2018-08-17 This informative two-volume set provides readers
with an understanding of the fads and crazes that have taken America by storm from colonial times
to the present. Entries cover a range of topics, including food, entertainment, fashion, music, and
language. Why could hula hoops and TV westerns only have been found in every household in the
1950s? What murdered Russian princess can be seen in one of the first documented selfies, taken in
19147 This book answers those questions and more in its documentation of all of the most
captivating trends that have defined American popular culture since before the country began.




Entries are well-researched and alphabetized by decade. At the start of every section is an insightful
historical overview of the decade, and the set uniquely illustrates what today's readers have in
common with the past. It also contains a Glossary of Slang for each decade as well as a bibliography,
plus suggestions for further reading for each entry. Students and readers interested in history will
enjoy discovering trends through the years in such areas as fashion, movies, music, and sports.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: Political Theory Scott John Hammond,
2008-11-30 Liberty. Justice. Nature. Law. First formulated millennia ago by the founding
philosophers of the Western tradition, these basic concepts of human thought remain central to our
conception of ourselves, our place in the world, and our relationships with others-that is, our
politics. Readers encountering such broad political concepts, their practical expressions in political
movements and systems of government, the ideas of influential ancient and modern political
thinkers—or simply familiar or unfamiliar catchphrases for which they would like a succinct yet
informative explanation—will welcome this accessible encyclopedic guide. The major political
concepts, themes, issues, movements, groups, and schools that have developed over time and
shaped our modern world appear here in all their diversity, along with biographical entries and
articles on the principal works of political theorists from Plato to John Rawls. Further, serious
students and browsers alike will delight in the numerous entries on familiar quotations and political
catchphrases, from the banality of evil and Big Brother to the war of all against all.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: Clothing through American History
Kathleen A. Staples, Madelyn C. Shaw, 2013-06-25 This study of clothing during British colonial
America examines items worn by the well-to-do as well as the working poor, the enslaved, and
Native Americans, reconstructing their wardrobes across social, economic, racial, and geographic
boundaries. Clothing through American History: The British Colonial Era presents, in six chapters, a
description of all aspects of dress in British colonial America, including the social and historical
background of British America, and covering men's, women's, and children's garments. The book
shows how dress reflected and evolved with life in British colonial America as primitive settlements
gave way to the growth of towns, cities, and manufacturing of the pre-Industrial Revolution. Readers
will discover that just as in the present day, what people wore in colonial times represented an
immediate, visual form of communication that often conveyed information about the real or intended
social, economic, legal, ethnic, and religious status of the wearer. The authors have gleaned
invaluable information from a wide breadth of primary source materials for all of the colonies: court
documents and colonial legislation; diaries, personal journals, and business ledgers; wills and
probate inventories; newspaper advertisements; paintings, prints, and drawings; and surviving
authentic clothing worn in the colonies.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: The Handbook of Organizational
Rhetoric and Communication Oyvind Ihlen, Robert L. Heath, 2018-05-10 A one-stop source for
scholars and advanced students who want to get the latest and best overview and discussion of how
organizations use rhetoric While the disciplinary study of rhetoric is alive and well, there has been
curiously little specific interest in the rhetoric of organizations. This book seeks to remedy that
omission. It presents a research collection created by the insights of leading scholars on rhetoric and
organizations while discussing state-of-the-art insights from disciplines that have and will continue
to use rhetoric. Beginning with an introduction to the topic, The Handbook of Organizational
Rhetoric and Communication offers coverage of the foundations and macro-contexts of rhetoric—as
well as its use in organizational communication, public relations, marketing, management and
organization theory. It then looks at intellectual and moral foundations without which rhetoric could
not have occurred, discussing key concepts in rhetorical theory. The book then goes on to analyze
the processes of rhetoric and the challenges and strategies involved. A section is also devoted to
discussing rhetorical areas or genres—namely contextual application of rhetoric and the challenges
that arise, such as strategic issues for management and corporate social responsibility. The final
part seeks to answer questions about the book’s contribution to the understanding of organizational
rhetoric. It also examines what perspectives are lacking, and what the future might hold for the



study of organizational rhetoric. Examines the advantages and perils of organizations that seek to
project their voices in order to shape society to their benefits Contains chapters working in the
tradition of rhetorical criticism that ask whether organizations’ rhetorical strategies have fulfilled
their organizational and societal value Discusses the importance of obvious, traditional, nuanced,
and critically valued strategies such as rhetorical interaction in ways that benefit discourse Explores
the potential, risks, paradoxes, and requirements of engagement Reflects the views of a team of
scholars from across the globe Features contributions from organization-centered fields such as
organizational communication, public relations, marketing, management, and organization theory
The Handbook of Organizational Rhetoric and Communication will be an ideal resource for advanced
undergraduate students, graduate students, and scholars studying organizational communications,
public relations, management, and rhetoric.

throughout american history the concept of liberty: Clothing through American History
Anita Stamper, Jill Condra, 2010-12-17 Learn what men, women, and children have worn—and
why—in American history, from the deprivations of the Civil War through the prosperous 1890s. In
Clothing through American History: The Civil War through the Gilded Age, 1861-1899, authors Anita
Stamper and Jill Condra provide information on fabrics, materials, and manufacturing; a discussion
of daily life and dress; and the types of clothes worn by men, women, and children of all levels of
society. The volume features numerous illustrations, helpful timelines, resource guides
recommending Web sites, videos, and print publications, and extensive glossaries. Among the many
topics discussed include: ¢ The hours that middle class women of the nineteenth century spent
making clothes for themselves and their families ¢ The plain, rough clothes assigned to slaves to
ensure that they did not enhance their appearance and their later trouble in buying clothes after
emancipation * The Bloomer dress reform movement in the mid to late 19th century, where women
who adopted loose, baggy trousers for practicality were called evil and unnatural * The beginnings
of clothing and department stores

throughout american history the concept of liberty: American History, Combined
Edition Thomas S. Kidd, 2019-12-01 In this combined edition, the full content of volumes 1 and 2 of
Thomas Kidd’s American History are brought together in a single, accessible textbook. This
sweeping narrative spans the full scope of American history from the first Native American societies
to the political and cultural struggles of contemporary times. In clear, readable prose, and with
attention to well-known and more obscure figures from American history, Kidd gives a robust
account of the events, people, and ideas that gave shape to our nation. Students will come away
from American History well-informed, and better prepared to wrestle with the political and cultural
changes that have dramatically transformed contemporary American life. Praise for American
History “Thomas Kidd has succeeded well in providing a high quality American history text that
integrates the usual political and social history with its religious dimensions.” —George Marsden,
professor of history emeritus, University of Notre Dame “Thomas Kidd explores the entirety of
American history in this carefully researched and clearly written text. It is an ideal book for students
new to American history as well as for older readers who would like a sprightly, objective, and
discerning refresher.” —Mark Noll, professor of history emeritus, University of Notre Dame, and
research professor of history, Regent College

throughout american history the concept of liberty: American History, Volume 1 Thomas
S. Kidd, 2019-04-01 American History volume 1 surveys the broad sweep of American history from
the first Native American societies to the end of the Reconstruction period, following the Civil War.
Drawing on a deep range of research and years of classroom teaching experience, Thomas S. Kidd
offers students an engaging overview of the first half of American history. The volume features
illuminating stories of people from well-known presidents and generals, to lesser-known men and
women who struggled under slavery and other forms of oppression to make their place in American
life. The role of Christianity in America is central in this book. Americans’ faith sometimes inspired
awakenings and the search for an equitable society, but at other times it justified violence and
inequality. Students will come away from American History volume 1 better prepared to grapple



with the challenges presented by the history of America’s founding, the problem of slavery, and our
nation’s political tradition.
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