
the rover by aphra behn
The Rover by Aphra Behn: A Timeless Restoration Comedy

the rover by aphra behn is a captivating Restoration comedy that has fascinated
audiences and scholars alike since its debut in the late 17th century. Written by Aphra
Behn, one of the first professional female playwrights in English literature, this play
stands out not only for its witty dialogue and intricate plot but also for its bold exploration
of gender roles, love, and liberty. Delving into the vibrant world of 17th-century Venice
and Naples, The Rover by Aphra Behn offers a rich tapestry of characters and themes that
continue to resonate with modern readers and theatergoers.

Understanding the Historical Context of The
Rover by Aphra Behn

To fully appreciate The Rover, it’s essential to place it within its historical and cultural
framework. Written in 1677 during the English Restoration period, the play reflects the
era’s social dynamics and theatrical trends. After the Puritan ban on theater was lifted
with the restoration of Charles II, London’s stage flourished with comedies that celebrated
wit, sexual intrigue, and social satire. Aphra Behn emerged as a pioneering voice during
this vibrant time.

The Restoration Theater Scene

Restoration comedies like The Rover were known for their sharp humor and frank
treatment of sexuality. The theaters became spaces where traditional norms were
questioned, and roles, especially those of women, were explored with newfound
complexity. The Rover by Aphra Behn typifies this trend by featuring strong female
characters who challenge societal expectations.

Aphra Behn: A Trailblazing Female Playwright

Aphra Behn’s significance extends beyond her literary achievements; she broke barriers as
one of the first women to earn a living through writing. The Rover showcases her unique
perspective on gender and power dynamics, which was revolutionary at a time when
women’s voices were often silenced. Her nuanced characters and lively storytelling
continue to inspire feminist literary criticism today.

Plot Overview: The Intricacies of The Rover by



Aphra Behn

At its core, The Rover is a comedy of manners and mistaken identities, set against the
backdrop of Carnival in Naples. The plot follows a group of English cavaliers and their
romantic escapades, particularly focusing on the charming and roguish protagonist,
Willmore—the titular “Rover.”

Main Characters and Their Roles

- **Willmore**: The charismatic and carefree rover, whose libertine lifestyle drives much
of the play’s action.
- **Hellena**: A spirited young woman determined to avoid an unwanted convent life and
seek love and adventure instead.
- **Florinda**: Hellena’s sister, caught between duty and desire as she navigates romantic
challenges.
- **Angellica Bianca**: A famous courtesan who becomes enamored with Willmore.
- **Don Pedro and Don Antonio**: Spanish gentlemen connected to the sisters’ family,
adding layers of conflict and intrigue.

The Plot’s Key Elements

The Rover’s plot weaves together multiple romantic pursuits and misunderstandings, with
Carnival’s festive chaos providing a perfect cover for schemes and disguises. Themes of
love, honor, jealousy, and freedom interplay as characters grapple with social constraints
and personal desires.

Themes and Symbolism in The Rover by Aphra
Behn

One of the reasons The Rover remains relevant is its rich thematic content, which offers
insight into human nature and societal conventions.

Freedom and Constraint

The play explores the tension between individual liberty and social expectations.
Willmore’s roving lifestyle symbolizes a pursuit of freedom, while characters like Hellena
struggle against imposed roles, such as forced marriage or convent life. This theme
reflects broader Restoration debates about personal autonomy.



Gender Roles and Female Agency

Perhaps most striking is Behn’s portrayal of women who assert their desires and
intelligence despite patriarchal pressures. Hellena and Florinda actively challenge the
limitations placed on them, and Angellica’s position as a courtesan complicates
conventional morality. The Rover critiques and satirizes rigid gender norms through its
lively female characters.

Love and Desire

Love in The Rover is multifaceted—ranging from passionate infatuation to pragmatic
alliance. The play balances romantic idealism with a candid look at lust and deception,
making it a nuanced exploration of human relationships.

Stylistic Features and Dramatic Techniques

Aphra Behn’s writing style in The Rover exemplifies Restoration comedy’s wit and
liveliness.

Use of Wit and Wordplay

The dialogue sparkles with clever banter, puns, and double entendres. This not only
entertains but also reveals character motivations and social commentary. Willmore’s
playful language, for instance, masks deeper conflicts about honor and commitment.

Disguise and Mistaken Identity

These classic comedic devices are central to the plot’s twists. Characters frequently adopt
disguises or are misled, creating humorous situations that also critique social appearances
and deception.

Setting and Atmosphere

The festive Carnival setting enhances the play’s themes of chaos and liberation. The
atmosphere allows characters to step outside their usual roles, making the narrative more
dynamic and unpredictable.



The Rover by Aphra Behn in Modern Performance
and Scholarship

The Rover continues to be staged and studied, proving its enduring appeal.

Contemporary Productions

Modern adaptations often highlight the play’s feminist themes and challenge traditional
interpretations of its characters. Directors might emphasize Hellena’s rebellion or
Angellica’s complexity, making the play resonate with today’s audiences. Its blend of
humor and social critique offers rich material for innovative staging.

Academic Interest

Scholars examine The Rover for its groundbreaking role in female authorship and
Restoration literature. It’s frequently discussed in courses about gender studies, early
modern drama, and the history of English theater. Aphra Behn’s unique voice provides a
window into 17th-century culture and the evolution of literary forms.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating The Rover by
Aphra Behn

If you’re approaching The Rover for the first time, here are some helpful pointers to
enhance your experience:

Understand the historical context: Familiarize yourself with Restoration England
and its theatrical conventions to grasp the play’s nuances.

Pay attention to language: The witty repartee and double meanings are key to the
humor and character development.

Notice gender dynamics: Observe how female characters assert agency within
restrictive social structures.

Consider staging and performance: Watching a live or recorded production can
bring the play’s energy and humor to life.

Reflect on themes: Think about how ideas of freedom, love, and identity in The
Rover resonate with contemporary issues.



Exploring The Rover by Aphra Behn offers a rewarding journey into the lively world of
Restoration comedy, enriched by the insight of a pioneering female playwright. Its blend
of spirited characters, complex themes, and theatrical brilliance ensures it remains a
cherished work worthy of both study and enjoyment.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Aphra Behn and why is she significant in
literature?
Aphra Behn was a 17th-century English playwright, poet, and novelist, known as one of
the first English women to earn a living by writing. She is significant for breaking gender
barriers in literature and for her influential works, including 'The Rover.'

What is the central theme of 'The Rover' by Aphra
Behn?
'The Rover' explores themes of love, freedom, gender roles, and social constraints,
particularly focusing on the experiences and agency of women in a male-dominated
society.

What is the setting of 'The Rover' and how does it
impact the play?
'The Rover' is set in Naples, Italy during Carnival time. The festive and chaotic
atmosphere of Carnival allows for disguises and mistaken identities, which drive much of
the play’s comedic and dramatic action.

Who are the main characters in 'The Rover' and what
are their roles?
Main characters include Willmore, a charming and roguish English naval captain;
Angellica Bianca, a courtesan; and Hellena, a young woman determined to avoid an
unwanted marriage. Their interactions explore themes of love, desire, and social
expectations.

How does Aphra Behn portray gender and sexuality in
'The Rover'?
Behn presents complex portrayals of gender and sexuality, challenging traditional roles.
Female characters like Hellena and Angellica assert their desires and agency, while
Willmore’s libertine behavior is both celebrated and critiqued.



What makes 'The Rover' a Restoration comedy?
'The Rover' embodies Restoration comedy through its use of witty dialogue, sexual
intrigue, satire of social norms, and the focus on themes of love, deception, and libertinism
during the Restoration period in England.

How was 'The Rover' received during Aphra Behn’s
time?
'The Rover' was popular and well-received in the late 17th century, celebrated for its lively
characters and bold treatment of sexuality, although some contemporaries criticized it for
its perceived immorality.

What is the significance of disguise and mistaken
identity in 'The Rover'?
Disguise and mistaken identity are central to the plot, allowing characters to explore
freedom and subvert social conventions, facilitating comedic situations and commentary
on social roles and gender expectations.

Additional Resources
The Rover by Aphra Behn: A Critical Examination of Restoration Comedy and Gender
Politics

the rover by aphra behn stands as a landmark work in Restoration literature,
exemplifying the era’s theatrical exuberance and complex social commentary. Written by
Aphra Behn, one of the first professional female playwrights in English history, The Rover
combines wit, intrigue, and romance to explore themes such as gender dynamics, identity,
and social conventions. This article delves into the nuances of The Rover by Aphra Behn,
examining its historical context, literary significance, and the layered characterizations
that continue to engage scholars and audiences alike.

Historical Context and Significance

The Rover, first performed in 1677, emerged during the Restoration period in England, a
time when the monarchy was restored after the Puritan Commonwealth. This era saw a
resurgence of theatre, marked by a shift toward more liberal and often bawdy content.
Restoration comedy, characterized by its satirical tone and focus on sexual politics,
provided fertile ground for playwrights like Aphra Behn to challenge societal norms.

Behn’s position as a female playwright in a male-dominated profession was
groundbreaking. The Rover by Aphra Behn reflects not only the theatrical conventions of
its time but also subtle subversions of gender roles and expectations. The play’s
exploration of female agency and desire was particularly daring, given the patriarchal
context of 17th-century England.



The Restoration Comedy Genre and The Rover’s Place
Within It

The Rover fits squarely within the Restoration comedy genre, known for its witty dialogue,
complex plots involving mistaken identities, and candid treatment of sexual relationships.
Unlike many of her contemporaries, Behn infused her work with a sharper critique of
gender inequalities. The play’s characters often navigate a world where social and sexual
freedoms are contested, highlighting the tensions between appearance and reality.

In comparison to other Restoration comedies like William Wycherley’s The Country Wife
or George Etherege’s The Man of Mode, The Rover is notable for its focus on female
perspectives, especially through the characters of Hellena and Florinda. These women
actively resist the constraints imposed upon them, engaging in schemes that assert their
autonomy.

Plot Overview and Thematic Exploration

The Rover by Aphra Behn centers on a group of English cavaliers in Naples during
Carnival, a setting that allows for disguise, deception, and libertine behavior. The
protagonist, Willmore—the titular “rover”—is a charming and roguish figure whose
romantic escapades drive much of the play’s action. His interactions with women,
especially Hellena and Florinda, reveal the complexities of desire and power.

Gender and Sexual Politics

One of the most compelling aspects of The Rover by Aphra Behn is its treatment of gender
roles. Hellena, a witty and determined woman, rejects a convent life and actively pursues
romantic freedom. In contrast, Florinda faces the threat of forced marriage, highlighting
the limited options available to women. Through these characters, Behn critiques the
patriarchal system that commodifies female sexuality.

The play does not offer simplistic gender binaries; instead, it portrays male characters
with flaws and vulnerabilities. Willmore’s libertinism is both charming and problematic,
exposing the double standards of sexual conduct. This nuanced portrayal invites audiences
to question societal norms rather than accept them unquestioningly.

Disguise and Identity

Disguise is a central motif in The Rover by Aphra Behn, reflecting broader themes of
deception and self-fashioning. The Carnival setting facilitates the use of masks and
mistaken identities, allowing characters to explore desires that would otherwise be
suppressed. Hellena’s disguise as a gypsy woman enables her to circumvent social
restrictions, while Willmore’s roving nature embodies the fluidity of identity.



This preoccupation with performance and reality resonates with Restoration audiences
familiar with the theatricality of social life. Behn’s use of disguise serves both comedic and
critical purposes, revealing the instability of fixed identities.

Character Analysis

Willmore: The Charming Libertine

Willmore is the quintessential Restoration rake—charismatic, impulsive, and often
irresponsible. His pursuit of pleasure drives the narrative, but his character also exposes
the contradictions inherent in male freedom. While he enjoys sexual liberty, his actions
sometimes result in harm or misunderstanding, particularly with women who demand
respect.

Hellena: Defiant and Resourceful

Hellena is one of the most memorable female characters in Restoration drama. Her wit,
intelligence, and rebellious spirit challenge the expectations of femininity. By actively
seeking her own romantic fate, she embodies a proto-feminist assertion of agency, making
her a standout figure in Behn’s oeuvre.

Florinda: Virtue and Vulnerability

Florinda’s storyline revolves around issues of honor and consent. Her struggle against an
unwanted marriage and her desire for true love highlight the precarious position of
women in the social hierarchy. Florinda’s character evokes sympathy while also
illustrating the limited recourse women had during the period.

Literary Style and Dramatic Techniques

Aphra Behn’s writing in The Rover is distinguished by its lively dialogue and sharp wit.
The play’s fast-paced exchanges and clever repartee exemplify Restoration comedy’s
verbal dexterity. Behn’s use of humor often serves a deeper purpose, illuminating social
hypocrisies.

The structure of The Rover, with its interwoven subplots and shifting perspectives,
maintains dramatic tension and allows for multifaceted character development. The
incorporation of music and dance within the play enhances the festive atmosphere,
underscoring themes of freedom and disguise.



Use of Humor and Satire

Behn employs humor not only for entertainment but also as a vehicle for critique. Satirical
elements target the rigid social mores of the time, including arranged marriages and
gender inequality. The playful tone masks a serious interrogation of societal norms,
making The Rover both accessible and thought-provoking.

Impact and Legacy

The Rover by Aphra Behn has maintained a significant place in the canon of Restoration
drama and feminist literary history. Its bold treatment of female characters and candid
depiction of sexuality mark it as a pioneering work. Modern productions and scholarship
continue to revisit the play for its rich thematic content and historical importance.

While The Rover reflects the mores of its own time, its exploration of power, identity, and
desire resonates with contemporary audiences. Behn’s nuanced characters and incisive
social commentary invite ongoing analysis and reinterpretation.

Comparisons with Contemporary Works

When compared to other Restoration comedies, The Rover stands out for its female
authorship and perspective. Whereas male playwrights often objectified women
characters, Behn imbued her female roles with complexity and voice. This distinction has
led to increased academic interest in her contributions to early modern literature.

Modern Adaptations and Performances

Recent revivals of The Rover highlight its enduring appeal. Directors often emphasize the
play’s feminist undertones or its relevance to discussions about consent and autonomy.
These interpretations demonstrate the flexibility of Behn’s work and its capacity to engage
diverse audiences across centuries.

The Rover’s blend of humor, romance, and social critique ensures its place not only as a
historical artifact but also as a living text capable of fresh readings.

In sum, The Rover by Aphra Behn remains a vital subject for literary investigation, offering
insights into Restoration culture and the evolving discourse on gender and freedom. Its
rich narrative and daring themes continue to inspire readers and theatre practitioners,
underscoring Aphra Behn’s legacy as a trailblazer in English drama.



The Rover By Aphra Behn

  the rover by aphra behn: The Rover Aphra Behn, 1998 Behn (1640-89) was both successful
and controversial in her own lifetime; her achievements are now recognized less equivocally and her
plays, often revived, demonstrate wit, compassion and remarkable range. This volume collects her
most important comedies with annotation and modernized spelling.
  the rover by aphra behn: The Rover Joseph Conrad, The folder may include clippings,
announcements, small exhibition catalogs, and other ephemeral items.
  the rover by aphra behn: Shakespeare, Aphra Behn, and the Canon W. R. Owens, Lizbeth
Goodman, 1996 Videos contain specially produced video performances of The Rover and As You Like
It to illustrate issues raised in the text.
  the rover by aphra behn: The Rover Aphra Behn, 2014-10-14 Faithful and handsome, the
Englishman Belvile is in love with the Italian lady Florinda, who is betrothed to another. Willmore,
the rover, is in love with Hellena, sister of Florinda and destined for the convent. And Angellica
Bianca, a courtesan, is in love with Willmore. Against the backdrop of Naples during Carnival time,
this varied cast of characters pursue life, honour, and pleasure in this comedic drama. Author and
playwright Aphra Behn created a clearly male-centric world in The Rover, but does not dismiss the
power of her female characters, who are willing to go to extreme measures to fulfill their desires.
The Rover was written for profit at a time when Behn had lost her source of income, but became one
of the most popular plays of the Restoration era, and it is still studied and widely performed in
modern times. HarperPerennial Classics brings great works of literature to life in digital format,
upholding the highest standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look
for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your digital library.
  the rover by aphra behn: A Study Guide for Aphra Behn's "The Rover" Gale, Cengage
Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Aphra Behn's The Rover, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Drama
For Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography;
study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any
literature project, trust Drama For Students for all of your research needs.
  the rover by aphra behn: The Rover Aphra Behn, 2017-01-13 Aphra Behn was a British writer
during the Restoration era in the 17th century. Behn was one of the first women in history to earn a
writing through living and she would inspire many of the great female authors that followed.
Virginia Woolf famously wrote in A Room of One's Own that all women should lay flowers on the
tomb of Aphra Behn because she earned them the right to speak their minds. The Rover is a two part
play that is considered a remake of Thomas Killigrew's play Thomaso, or The Wanderer. The play
centers around the adventures of a group of Englishmen traveling in Naples at Carnival time.
  the rover by aphra behn: The Rover - Second Edition Aphra Behn, 1999-02-10 Increasingly
Aphra Behn—the first woman professional writer—is also regarded as one of the most important
writers of the 17th century. The Rover, her most famous and most accomplished play, is in many
ways firmly in the tradition of Restoration drama; Willmore, the title character, is a rake and a
libertine, and the comedy feeds on sexual innuendo, intrigue and wit. But the laughter that the play
insights has a biting edge to it and the sexual intrigue an unsettling depth. As Anne Russell points
out in her introduction to this edition, there are three options for women in the society represented
in The Rover: marriage, the convent, or prostitution. In this marriage economy the witty and
pragmatic virgin Hellena learns how to survive, while the prostitute Angellica Bianca can retain her
autonomy only so long as she remains free from romantic love. It seems that in this world women
can only be free by the anonymity of disguise—yet the mask is also the mark of the prostitute. And,
paradoxically, disguise is the device that in many ways drives the plot towards marriage.
Enormously popular through the eighteenth century, The Rover is now once again widely performed.
Filled with the play of ideas, it is one of the most amusing, entertaining—and unsettling—of
comedies.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-187/the-rover-by-aphra-behn.pdf


  the rover by aphra behn: Aphra Behn's English Feminism Dolors Altaba-Artal, 1999 Behn's
novels, though, discard Zayas's pessimistic views and supernatural accounts; using wit and satire,
they completely subvert the original texts.--BOOK JACKET.
  the rover by aphra behn: The Rover - Second Edition Aphra Behn, 1999-02-10 Increasingly
Aphra Behn—the first woman professional writer—is also regarded as one of the most important
writers of the 17th century. The Rover, her most famous and most accomplished play, is in many
ways firmly in the tradition of Restoration drama; Willmore, the title character, is a rake and a
libertine, and the comedy feeds on sexual innuendo, intrigue and wit. But the laughter that the play
insights has a biting edge to it and the sexual intrigue an unsettling depth. As Anne Russell points
out in her introduction to this edition, there are three options for women in the society represented
in The Rover: marriage, the convent, or prostitution. In this marriage economy the witty and
pragmatic virgin Hellena learns how to survive, while the prostitute Angellica Bianca can retain her
autonomy only so long as she remains free from romantic love. It seems that in this world women
can only be free by the anonymity of disguise—yet the mask is also the mark of the prostitute. And,
paradoxically, disguise is the device that in many ways drives the plot towards marriage.
Enormously popular through the eighteenth century, The Rover is now once again widely performed.
Filled with the play of ideas, it is one of the most amusing, entertaining—and unsettling—of
comedies.
  the rover by aphra behn: The Rover Aphra Behn, 2017-11-15 The Rover or The Banish'd
Cavaliers by Aphra Behn. First published in 1677. The Rover or The Banish'd Cavaliers is a play in
two parts that is written by the English author Aphra Behn. It is a revision of Thomas Killigrew's play
Thomaso, or The Wanderer (1664); according to Restoration poet John Dryden, it lacks the manly
vitality of Killigrew's play, but shows greater refinement of expression. The Rover features multiple
plot lines, dealing with the amorous adventures of a group of Englishmen in Naples at Carnival time.
Behn's work should always be read with an eye toward her contemporary political world. She was a
Royalist, and her works frequently treat Puritans and democracy roughly. The subtitle Banish'd
Cavaliers is a reference to the world of exile that the Cavalier forces experienced during the
interregnum. Behn based her play on Thomas Killigrew's Thomaso, or The Wanderer (1664). She
was criticised for this, although her play is superior in wit, and she wrote the Postscript in response
to her critics. The play features multiple plots, dealing with the amorous adventures of a group of
Englishmen in Naples at Carnival time. The rover of the play's title is Willmore, a rake and naval
captain, who falls in love with a young woman named Hellena, who has set out to experience love
before her brother sends her to a convent. Complications arise when Angellica Bianca, a famous
courtesan who falls in love with Willmore, swears revenge on him for his betrayal. In another plot,
Hellena's sister Florinda attempts to marry her true love, Colonel Belvile, rather than the man her
brother has selected. The third major plot of the play deals with the provincial Blunt, who becomes
convinced that a girl has fallen in love with him but is humiliated when she turns out to be a
prostitute and a thief.
  the rover by aphra behn: The Rover Aphra Behn, 2012-12-06 Carnival time in The Rover is a
period when prohibitions are temporarily removed, privileges and rank suspended, and women -
from convent girls to courtesans - take the initiative. Featuring multiple plot lines, which deal with
the adventures of a group of love-struck Englishmen in Naples, Aphra Behn's play explores issues of
love, trickery and deception, forced marriage, male power, fidelity, and the excesses of sexual
passion. Hers is a male-dominated society, but one with a clear-sighted portrayal of the female
predicament. The play is widely taught on A Level courses as well as on undergraduate literature
and women's writing courses. This new edition contains a completely new introduction, and takes
into account important criticism from the past decade, as well as a new understanding of the nature
of theatre in Behn's time, and the significance of her contribution to English drama.
  the rover by aphra behn: A Study Guide for Aphra Behn's ""The Rover"" Cengage Learning
Gale, 2016
  the rover by aphra behn: The Rover Aphra Behn, 2017-01-13 Aphra Behn was a British writer



during the Restoration era in the 17th century. Behn was one of the first women in history to earn a
writing through living and she would inspire many of the great female authors that followed.
Virginia Woolf famously wrote in A Room of One's Own that all women should lay flowers on the
tomb of Aphra Behn because she earned them the right to speak their minds. The Rover is a two part
play that is considered a remake of Thomas Killigrew's play Thomaso, or The Wanderer. The play
centers around the adventures of a group of Englishmen traveling in Naples at Carnival time.
  the rover by aphra behn: The Rover Aphra Behn, 2014-06-13 Carnival time in The Rover is a
period when prohibitions are temporarily removed, privileges and rank suspended, and women -
from convent girls to courtesans - take the initiative. Featuring multiple plot lines, which deal with
the adventures of a group of love-struck Englishmen in Naples, Aphra Behn's play explores issues of
love, trickery and deception, forced marriage, male power, fidelity, and the excesses of sexual
passion. Hers is a male-dominated society, but one with a clear-sighted portrayal of the female
predicament. The play is widely taught on A Level courses as well as on undergraduate literature
and women's writing courses. This new edition contains a completely new introduction, and takes
into account important criticism from the past decade, as well as a new understanding of the nature
of theatre in Behn's time, and the significance of her contribution to English drama.
  the rover by aphra behn: Perspectives on Restoration Drama Susan J. Owen, 2002 This
book introduces students to drama from the Restoration of Charles II in 1660 to the early 18th
Century. Susan Owen offers representative coverage of new forms of drama in this period, and of
ways in which old forms are altered. Her study covers heroic drama, comedy, tragedy, tragi-comedy,
and Shakespeare adaptations, by focusing on specific 'dramatic highlights' and giving close reading
of particular plays.
  the rover by aphra behn: The Rover Aphra Behn, 1915
  the rover by aphra behn: The Rover Part 2 Aphra Behn, 2018-06-21 The Rover: Part II by
Aphra Behn (2016-11-10) Paperback - 1748by Aphra Behn ( We are delighted to publish this classic
book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have
been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim
of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our
view is that this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after
many decades. The contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned
from the original works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand
curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book
that is as close as possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this
wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
  the rover by aphra behn: Broken Boundaries Katherine M. Quinsey, 1996-12-05 This volume of
twelve original essays is the first comprehensive study of feminist issues in Restoration drama. The
late seventeenth century marks a pivotal era in the history of feminism, when Renaissance
assumptions about gender and patriarchy were being directly challenged. For the first time, women
appeared onstage as actresses, made their presence felt as spectators and patrons, and wrote a
number of the plays produced in theaters. Ina n unusually direct and probing way, drama of the
Restoration period raised radical questions about the place of women in the family and in society,
and about the essential nature of men and women. The essays examine feminist issues from a variety
of historical and theoretical approaches across a spectrum of plays -- comedies, tragedies,
tragicomedies, and heroic drama. By addressing the acute questions of gender raised in the drama,
Broken Boundaries presents a vivid portrait of the uncertainties and changing perceptions in all
areas of intellectual, political, and social life during the last decades of the seventeenth century.
  the rover by aphra behn: The Sensational Restoration H. James Jensen, 1996 A collection of
English Restoration writings demonstrating attitudes and values surprisingly like those of today.
  the rover by aphra behn: The Rover Aphra Behn, 2017-01-13 Aphra Behn was a British writer
during the Restoration era in the 17th century. Behn was one of the first women in history to earn a
writing through living and she would inspire many of the great female authors that followed.



Virginia Woolf famously wrote in A Room of One's Own that all women should lay flowers on the
tomb of Aphra Behn because she earned them the right to speak their minds. The Rover is a two part
play that is considered a remake of Thomas Killigrew's play Thomaso, or The Wanderer. The play
centers around the adventures of a group of Englishmen traveling in Naples at Carnival time.
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