the roman empire a very short introduction

The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction

the roman empire a very short introduction opens the door to one of history’s most influential
civilizations. Stretching across continents and lasting for centuries, the Roman Empire shaped the
political, cultural, and architectural landscape of the Western world. Whether you’re a history
enthusiast or simply curious about how ancient societies evolved, a brief overview of the Roman
Empire reveals a fascinating story of power, innovation, and legacy.

Understanding the Roman Empire: Origins and
Expansion

The roots of the Roman Empire trace back to the city of Rome, founded in 753 BCE. Initially a small
settlement on the Tiber River, Rome grew from a monarchy into a republic before eventually
becoming the vast empire known worldwide. This transformation was marked by military conquests,
political reforms, and social changes that allowed Rome to extend its influence far beyond the Italian
peninsula.

The Roman Republic: Foundation of Power

Before the empire, Rome was a republic—a system where elected officials governed on behalf of the
people. This political structure contributed to Rome’s ability to organize large armies and manage
diverse populations. The Senate and popular assemblies played crucial roles in decision-making,
setting the stage for Rome’s later expansion.

From Republic to Empire: Julius Caesar and Augustus

The transition from republic to empire was gradual but dramatic. Julius Caesar’s rise in the 1st
century BCE, coupled with his assassination in 44 BCE, exposed the weaknesses within the
republic’s system. His adopted heir, Augustus, emerged victorious from ensuing civil wars and
became Rome'’s first emperor in 27 BCE. Augustus’ reign marked the beginning of the Pax Romana,
a period of relative peace and prosperity that lasted for over two centuries.

Life in the Roman Empire: Society, Culture, and
Innovation

Exploring the Roman Empire a very short introduction wouldn’t be complete without understanding
the daily life and cultural achievements of its people. Roman society was complex and hierarchical,
but it also fostered remarkable advancements in various fields.



Social Structure and Citizenship

Roman society was divided into classes, including patricians (aristocratic families), plebeians
(common citizens), and slaves. Citizenship was a prized status that granted legal rights and
protections. Over time, Rome extended citizenship to many conquered peoples, helping to integrate
diverse groups and stabilize the empire.

Architecture and Engineering Marvels

One of the most enduring legacies of the Roman Empire is its architecture and engineering prowess.
The Romans perfected the use of concrete, enabling the construction of iconic structures like the
Colosseum, aqueducts, and vast road networks. These innovations not only demonstrated Roman
ingenuity but also facilitated military movement, trade, and urban development.

Roman Law and Governance

Roman law laid the groundwork for modern legal systems. The codification of laws, such as the
Twelve Tables, and later comprehensive legal texts, influenced concepts of justice and rights. The
empire’s governance balanced centralized authority with local administration, allowing for efficient
control over vast territories.

The Roman Military: Backbone of an Empire

No discussion of the Roman Empire a very short introduction would be complete without
highlighting its formidable military. The Roman army was more than just a fighting force; it was a
key instrument in empire-building and maintaining order.

Organization and Discipline

Roman legions were highly organized units composed of well-trained soldiers. Their discipline,
strategic use of formations like the testudo, and adaptability made them almost unbeatable in battle.
The military also played a role in constructing infrastructure and settling veterans in conquered
lands.

Conquests and Defensive Strategies

From Gaul to the Middle East, Roman conquests expanded the empire’s borders dramatically.
However, the empire also faced constant threats from outside tribes and internal rebellions. The
construction of defensive structures like Hadrian’s Wall illustrates Rome’s efforts to protect its
frontiers.



The Decline and Transformation of the Roman Empire

Even the mighty Roman Empire was not immune to decline. Understanding how and why it
eventually fell provides valuable insights into the challenges faced by great civilizations.

Internal Challenges and External Pressures

Economic troubles, political instability, and social upheaval weakened Rome from within. At the
same time, invasions by Germanic tribes, the Huns, and other groups pressured the empire’s
borders. The division of the empire into Eastern and Western halves in the late 3rd century CE was
both a response to these challenges and a factor in the Western Empire’s eventual collapse.

The Legacy of the Eastern Roman Empire

While the Western Roman Empire fell in 476 CE, the Eastern Roman Empire, known as the
Byzantine Empire, continued for nearly another thousand years. It preserved many Roman traditions
and laws, influencing the development of Eastern Europe and the Orthodox Christian world.

Why the Roman Empire Still Matters Today

The Roman Empire a very short introduction reveals that the empire’s impact goes far beyond
ancient history textbooks. Its contributions to law, language, architecture, and governance continue
to resonate in modern society.

Influence on Modern Languages and Culture

Latin, the language of Rome, is the root of the Romance languages like Spanish, French, and Italian.
Many English words also derive from Latin, reflecting the empire’s linguistic legacy. Roman art,
literature, and philosophy have inspired countless generations.

Foundations of Western Civilization

Many principles of democracy, citizenship, and legal rights trace back to Roman ideas. The empire’s
engineering feats set the stage for modern urban planning and infrastructure development. Even
today, symbols like the Roman eagle or the concept of a senate evoke the grandeur of Rome.

Exploring the Roman Empire a very short introduction highlights a civilization that was complex,
innovative, and enduring. Its story reminds us how human societies evolve, adapt, and leave lasting
marks on the world — lessons as relevant now as they were two millennia ago.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of ‘'The Roman Empire: A Very Short
Introduction'?

The book provides a concise overview of the Roman Empire's history, culture, politics, and society,
offering readers a brief yet comprehensive understanding of its significance.

Who is the author of 'The Roman Empire: A Very Short
Introduction'?

The book is written by Christopher Kelly, a historian specializing in ancient Rome.

How does the book explain the rise of the Roman Empire?

It discusses the political, military, and social factors that contributed to Rome's expansion from a
city-state to a dominant imperial power.

Does the book cover the daily life of people in the Roman
Empire?

Yes, it includes information about various aspects of daily life, including social classes, family
structures, and economic activities within the empire.

What time period does 'The Roman Empire: A Very Short
Introduction' cover?

The book spans from the foundation of Rome through the height of the empire and its eventual
decline in the West.

Is 'The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction' suitable for
beginners?

Yes, it is designed as an accessible introduction for readers new to Roman history, providing clear
explanations without assuming prior knowledge.

How does the book address the legacy of the Roman Empire?

It explores the lasting influence of Roman law, culture, language, and governance on subsequent
civilizations and the modern world.

Additional Resources
The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction



the roman empire a very short introduction offers a concise yet insightful glimpse into one of
history’s most influential and enduring civilizations. Spanning centuries and continents, the Roman
Empire’s legacy is etched into the foundations of modern governance, law, architecture, and culture.
This article aims to provide a balanced and analytical overview that navigates through the empire’s
rise, its structural features, and its profound impact on subsequent societies, all while integrating
relevant historical terminology and concepts to enrich understanding.

The Rise and Expansion of the Roman Empire

The Roman Empire began as a modest city-state in the Italian peninsula, gradually evolving through
a complex interplay of military conquest, political innovation, and cultural assimilation. From the
Republic era to the establishment of imperial rule under Augustus in 27 BCE, Rome’s transformation
was marked by strategic expansion across Europe, North Africa, and parts of Asia. This geographical
breadth made it one of the largest empires in ancient history, covering approximately 5 million
square kilometers at its peak.

Integral to this expansion was Rome’s military prowess. The Roman legions, renowned for discipline
and organization, were pivotal in both defending and extending the empire’s borders. The
infrastructure such as roads and fortifications facilitated rapid troop movements and efficient
administration. Unlike many conquering forces, Romans often incorporated local customs and elites
into their governance, creating a relatively stable and cohesive imperial system.

Political Structure and Governance

The political structure of the Roman Empire evolved significantly over time, shifting from a
republican model characterized by a Senate and elected magistrates to an autocratic imperial
system headed by the emperor. The emperor wielded supreme authority but often maintained a
facade of republican traditions to legitimize rule. Key administrative innovations included provincial
governance and legal codifications, which helped manage diverse populations and vast territories.

Roman law, especially the development of the *Corpus Juris Civilis* under Emperor Justinian much
later, laid the groundwork for modern legal systems. The concept of citizenship expanded over time,
culminating with the Constitutio Antoniniana in 212 CE, which granted Roman citizenship to almost
all free inhabitants of the empire, thereby fostering a sense of unity and shared identity.

Cultural and Technological Contributions

The Roman Empire’s cultural impact is multifaceted, encompassing language, architecture,
engineering, and the arts. Latin, the lingua franca of the empire, serves as the root of the Romance
languages and significantly influences English vocabulary. Architecturally, innovations such as the
development of concrete, the arch, and the dome enabled monumental constructions like the
Colosseum and aqueducts that remain engineering marvels.

Roman urban planning introduced concepts such as grid layouts, public baths, forums, and
amphitheaters, which shaped the development of cities in Europe and beyond. Additionally, the



empire was a melting pot of cultures, blending Greek, Etruscan, and indigenous traditions, which
enriched its art, literature, and religious practices.

Challenges and Decline

Despite its strengths, the Roman Empire faced significant challenges that contributed to its gradual
decline. Internally, political instability, economic troubles, and social stratification eroded the
cohesion and efficiency of imperial governance. The vast size of the empire made administration and
defense increasingly difficult, especially in the face of external pressures.

Internal Struggles

The empire’s complex bureaucracy sometimes led to corruption and inefficiency. Economic issues
included heavy taxation, reliance on slave labor, and inflation, which strained the empire’s fiscal
health. Socially, disparities between the elite and the lower classes sometimes sparked unrest. The
division of the empire into Eastern and Western halves in 285 CE under Diocletian was an attempt to
manage these issues but also foreshadowed divergent historical paths.

External Threats and the Fall of the Western Empire

Externally, the Roman Empire confronted persistent threats from various “barbarian” groups such
as the Visigoths, Vandals, and Huns. The sack of Rome in 410 CE by the Visigoths and later events
culminated in the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 476 CE. In contrast, the Eastern Roman
Empire, commonly referred to as the Byzantine Empire, persisted for nearly a thousand more years,
preserving Roman law, culture, and governance in a modified form.

Legacy and Modern Relevance

The lasting legacy of the Roman Empire permeates contemporary society in numerous ways. Modern
legal systems, republican governance models, and urban infrastructure owe much to Roman
innovations. The concept of *res publica* (public affair) continues to influence political philosophy,
emphasizing civic duty and the rule of law.

Language and Literature

Latin’s influence endures in medicine, law, science, and literature, making it a foundational element
of Western linguistic heritage. Classical Roman literature, including works by Cicero, Virgil, and
Ovid, continues to be studied for its artistic merit and insight into ancient thought.



Architecture and Engineering

Roman engineering principles inform contemporary architecture and civil engineering. The use of
arches, vaults, and concrete revolutionized building techniques and enabled the construction of
durable infrastructures such as bridges and aqueducts, some of which remain functional today.

Political and Legal Systems

The Roman legal tradition underpins many modern judicial systems, especially in civil law countries.
Concepts such as contracts, torts, and legal precedents trace their origins to Roman jurisprudence,
highlighting the empire’s profound influence on modern governance and law.

o Expansion and Military Strategy: Effective organization and discipline of Roman legions.

¢ Governance Innovations: Provincial administration and legal codification.

¢ Cultural Integration: Assimilation of diverse customs and languages.

¢ Architectural Achievements: Development of concrete and monumental structures.

¢ Challenges: Economic strain, political instability, external invasions.

¢ Enduring Influence: Language, law, infrastructure, and political philosophy.

The Roman Empire’s story is one of remarkable achievement tempered by inevitable decline,
offering timeless lessons on the complexities of managing vast, diverse empires. Its history remains
a vital reference point for scholars, policymakers, and anyone interested in the roots of Western
civilization. Through the lens of “the roman empire a very short introduction,” we gain not only
factual knowledge but also a deeper appreciation for the forces that shaped the modern world.

The Roman Empire A Very Short Introduction

the roman empire a very short introduction: The Roman Empire Christopher Kelly,
2006-08-24 The Roman Empire was a remarkable achievement. It had a population of sixty million
people spread across lands encircling the Mediterranean and stretching from drizzle-soaked
northern England to the sun-baked banks of the Euphrates in Syria, and from the Rhine to the North
African coast. It was, above all else, an empire of force - employing a mixture of violence,
suppression, order, and tactical use of power to develop an astonishingly uniform culture. This Very
Short Introduction covers the history of the Empire from Augustus (the first Emperor) to Marcus
Aurelius, describing how the empire was formed, how it was run, its religions and its social
structure. It examines how local cultures were romanised and how people in far away lands came to
believe in the emperor as a god. The book also examines how the Roman Empire has been
considered and depicted in more recent times, from the writings of Edward Gibbon, to the differing
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attitudes of the Victorians and recent Hollywood blockbuster films. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

the roman empire a very short introduction: The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction
Christopher Kelly, 2006-08-24 The Roman Empire was a remarkable achievement. With a population
of sixty million people, it encircled the Mediterranean and stretched from northern England to North
Africa and Syria. This Very Short Introduction covers the history of the empire at its height, looking
at its people, religions and social structures. It explains how it deployed violence, 'romanisation’, and
tactical power to develop an astonishingly uniform culture from Rome to its furthest outreaches.

the roman empire a very short introduction: The Holy Roman Empire: A Very Short
Introduction Joachim Whaley, 2018-07-19 Voltaire's description of the Holy Roman Empire as
‘neither holy, nor Roman, nor an empire' is often cited to underline its worthlessness. German
historians traditionally despised it because it had allegedly impeded German unification. Since 1945
scholars have been more positive but the empire's history and significance is still largely
misunderstood. In this Very Short Introduction Joachim Whaley outlines the fascinating
thousand-year history of the Holy Roman Empire. Founded in 800 on the basis of Charlemagne's
Frankish kingdom, its imperial title went to the German monarchy which became established in the
ninth and ten centuries. They claimed Charlemagne's legacy, including his role as protector of the
papacy and guardian of the Church. Around 1500 the title Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation
was adopted. An elective monarchy, the empire gradually developed from a feudal monarchy into a
legal system that pacified the territories and cities of German-speaking Europe. By 1519 it had a
supreme court and a regional enforcement system ended feuding. Throughout its lifetime, the
empire's growth and history was shaped by the major developments in Europe, from the
Reformation, to the Thirty Years War, to the French revolutionary wars, which led to Napoleon
destroying the empire in 1806. The sense of a common history over a thousand years and the legal
traditions established by the empire have shaped the history of German-speaking Europe ever since.
Joachim Whaley analyses the empire's crucial impact and role in the history of European power and
politics, and shows that there has never been a more durable political system in German history.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

the roman empire a very short introduction: Byzantium Peter Sarris, 2015-07-23 After
surviving the fifth century fall of the Western European Roman Empire, the Byzantine Empire
flourished as one of the most powerful economic, cultural, and military forces in Europe for a
thousand years. In this Very Short Introduction Peter Sarris introduces the reader to the unique
fusion of Roman political culture, Greek intellectual tradition and Christian faith that took place in
the imperial capital of Byzantium under the emperor Constantine and his heirs. Using examples from
Byzantine architecture, art and literature, Sarris shows how their legacy was re-worked and
re-invented in the centuries ahead, in the face of external challenges and threats. Charting the
impact of warfare with the Persian and Islamic worlds to the east, Sarris explores the creativity of
Byzantine statecraft and strategy, as well as the empire's repeated (but ultimately forlorn) attempts
to enlist aid from the Christian powers of Western Europe to ensure its survival. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

the roman empire a very short introduction: Roman Britain: A Very Short Introduction Peter
Salway, 2000-08-10 Weaving together the results of archaeological investigation and historical




scholarship in a readable, concise account, this text charts life in Roman Britain from the first
Roman invasion to the final collapse of the Roman Empire, around 500 AD.

the roman empire a very short introduction: The Roman Empire Neville Morley, 2010-06-04
Over a millennium after the end of its unrivalled dominance, the spectre of Rome figures highly in
western culture. This book explores what the empire meant to its subjects. The idea of Rome has
long outlived the physical empire that gave it form, and now holds sway over vastly more people and
a far greater geographical area than the Romans ever ruled. It continues to shape our understanding
of the nature of imperialism and influence the workings of the world. It is through the lens of Rome
that we answer questions such as: How do empires grow? How are empires ruled? Do empires
exploit their subjects or civilise them? Rejecting the simplistic narrative of military triumph followed
by decline and fall, the books analyses the origins of Roman imperialism, its wide-ranging impact on
the regions it conquered, and its continuing influence in debates about modern imperialism.

the roman empire a very short introduction: A Grand Tour of the Roman Empire by
Marcus Sidonius Falx Jerry Toner, 2022-02-03 "Toner again spins a tale that is enjoyable and
informative.' The Times Tour the Roman Empire at its height with Marcus Sidonius Falx and his
amanuensis, Dr Jerry Toner. Travelling east, Falx explores the great cultural centre of Athens before
trekking into rural Asia (or Turkey as we know it), past the already ancient Luxor monuments in
Roman Egypt, and by the Great Library of Alexandria. Travelling west across the breadbasket of the
Empire, he journeys through Gaul (France) before crossing to Britannia, where he suffers the worst
that provincial life has to offer. Falx provides practical advice on surviving all things travel: from
pirates and shipwrecks to bedbugs and lousy food. Even the most sedentary reader will feel they
have experienced life in the Empire first-hand.

the roman empire a very short introduction: The Crisis of the Twenty-First Century Russell
Foster, 2017-07-05 Empire is one of the oldest forms of political organisation and has dominated
societies in all parts of the world. Yet, despite the emergence of nation-states in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, and the apparent end of empire with the breakup of European colonial regimes
and the Soviet Union in the twentieth century, empire remains powerful in the modern world. The
EUs accession policies, the United States War on Terror, Chinas economic developments in Africa,
among others, draw accusations of imperial agendas. Empire is no stranger to crisis but, in recent
years, the effects of global austerity have forced states, both powerful and weak, to adapt, with
varying degrees of success and failure. The confusions, contradictions, and contestations which
emerge from imperial crisis point to a vital question how is Austerity changing Empire and how will
this shape tomorrows world?This book was published as a special issue of Global Discourse.

the roman empire a very short introduction: The Cambridge Companion to the
Apostolic Fathers Michael F. Bird, Scott Harrower, 2021-06-17 The Cambridge Companion to the
Apostolic Fathers offers an informative introduction to the extant body of Christian texts that existed
beside and after the New Testament known to us as the apostolic fathers. Featuring cutting-edge
research by leading scholars, it explores how the early Church expanded and evolved over the
course of the first and second centuries as evidenced by its textual history. The volume includes
thematic essays on imperial context, the relationship between Christianity and Judaism, the growth
and diversification of the early church, influences and intertextuality, and female leaders in the early
church. The Companion contains ground-breaking essays on the individual texts with specific
attention given to debates of authorship, authenticity, dating, and theological texture. The
Companion will serve as an essential resource for instructors and students of the first two centuries
of Christianity.

the roman empire a very short introduction: The Romans Abigail Graham, Antony Kamm,
2014-10-30 The Romans: An Introduction, 3rd edition engages students in the study of ancient Rome
by exploring specific historical events and examining the evidence. This focus enables students not
only to learn history and culture but also to understand how we recreate this picture of Roman life.
The thematic threads of individuals and events (political, social, legal, military conflicts) are
considered and reconsidered in each chapter, providing continuity and illustrating how political,



social, and legal norms change over time. This new edition contains extensive updated and revised
material designed to evoke the themes and debates which resonate in both the ancient and modern
worlds: class struggles, imperialism, constitutional power (checks & balances), the role of the family,
slavery, urbanisation, and religious tolerance. Robust case studies with modern parallels push
students to interpret and analyze historical events and serve as jumping off points for multifaceted
discussion. New features include: Increased emphasis on developing skills in interpretation and
analysis which can be used across all disciplines. Expanded historical coverage of Republican history
and the Legacy of Rome. An expanded introduction to the ancient source materials, as well as a
more focused and analytical approach to the evidence, which are designed to engage the reader
further in his/her interaction and interpretation of the material. A dedicated focus on specific events
in history that are revisited throughout the book that fosters a richer, more in-depth understanding
of key events. New maps and a greater variety of illustrations have been added, as well as updated
reading lists. A further appendix on Roman nomenclature and brief descriptions of Roman authors
has also been provided. The book’s successful website has been updated with additional resources
and images, including on-site videos from ancient sites and case studies which provide closer
tutorial style treatment of specific topics and types of evidence. Those with an interest in classical
language and literature, ancient history, Roman art, political and economic systems, or the concept
of civilization as a whole, will gain a greater understanding of both the Romans and the model of a
civilization that has shaped so many cultures.

the roman empire a very short introduction: The Romans: All That Matters John Manley,
2013-08-30 In The Romans: All That Matters, John Manley focuses on some of the fundamental
aspects of the Roman Empire, especially those topics that have relevance beyond the study of
Antiquity itself - how its material remains and philosophical concepts have survived and still
influence us today. How did a rather obscure settlement spread over a few hills on the banks of the
Tiber come to dominate the lives of 65 million people? What drove this relentless desire to conquer?
How did Rome manage to maintain direct rule over such a vast area - from present-day Scotland to
Syria - approximately 6 million square kilometres? The answer, in part, is that there were many
different kinds of Roman culture, as each separate provincial elite, each region and each group of
indigenous community leaders, chose slightly different elements of the Roman colonial ‘package’ to
establish their particular identity. This accessible and readable book will appeal both to students and
general readers, giving a fascinating introduction to the Romans - and what mattered most about
them.

the roman empire a very short introduction: Hoax: A History of Deception [an Tattersall,
Peter Névraumont, 2018-03-20 An entertaining collection of the most audacious and underhanded
deceptions in the history of mankind, from sacred relics to financial schemes to fake art, music, and
identities. World history is littered with tall tales and those who have fallen for them. Ian Tattersall,
a curator emeritus at the American Museum of Natural History, has teamed up with Peter Néaumont
to tell this anti-history of the world, in which Michelangelo fakes a masterpiece; Arctic explorers
seek an entrance into a hollow Earth; a Shakespeare tragedy is rediscovered; a financial scheme
inspires Charles Ponzi; a spirit photographer snaps Abraham Lincoln's ghost; people can survive
ingesting only air and sunshine; Edgar Allen Poe is the forefather of fake news; and the first human
was not only British but played cricket. Told chronologically, HOAX begins with the first documented
announcement of the end of the world in 2800 BC and winds its way through controversial tales such
as the Loch Ness Monster and the Shroud of Turin, past proven fakes such as the Thomas Jefferson's
ancient wine and the Davenport Tablets built by a lost race, and explores bald-faced lies in the
worlds of art, science, literature, journalism, and finance.

the roman empire a very short introduction: State Power in Ancient China and Rome
Walter Scheidel, 2015 Two thousand years ago, the Qin/Han and Roman empires were the largest
political entities of the ancient world, developing simultaneously yet independently at opposite ends
of Eurasia. Although their territories constituted only a small percentage of the global land mass,
these two Eurasian polities controlled up to half of the world population and endured longer than



most pre-modern imperial states. Similarly, their eventual collapse occurred during the same time.
The parallel nature of the Qin/Han and Roman empires has rarely been studied comparatively. Yet
here is a collection of pioneering case studies, compiled by Walter Scheidel, that sheds new light on
the prominent aspects of imperial state formation. This essential new volume builds on the
foundation of Scheidel's Rome and China (2009), and opens up a comparative dialogue among
distinguished scholars. They provide unique insights into the complexities of imperial rule, including
the relationship between rulers and elite groups, the funding of state agents, the determinants of
urban development, and the rise of bureaucracies. By bringing together experts in each civilization,
State Power in Ancient China and Rome provides a unique forum to explore social evolution, helping
us further understand government and power relations in the ancient world.

the roman empire a very short introduction: The theory of the kingdom: A unified
model of human agency Andrew Root, 2024-01-02 This original monograph presents a
comprehensive theory regarding the economy of the kingdom of God. The theory and associated
model will help individuals make better choices. The research integrates fundamentals of the
temporal real economy, and the permanent economy of the kingdom of God, to present a unified
model of human agency. According to the model, effective agents are salt and light in the real
economy, arresting corruption and revealing the truth. Effective agency produces life, peace, and
growth. Individual and organizational practices that arrest corruption and reveal truth can resolve
longstanding economic grievances. The list of spiritual credence goods is extensive and includes
commonly known virtues such as humility, patience, and hope. Spiritual goods are allocated based
on the owner-agent relationship. The quantity of goods the owner supplies is in proportion to an
individual’s sacrificial offering of time and money. Spiritual goods are stored as heart capital. In a
process analogous to the real economy, heart labor applied to heart capital produces desirable
outputs. The owner relates to his agents through a heart-inscribed behavioral contract. The owner
generally intervenes in the real economy by communicating with agents rather than by restricting
choice. Prior studies across economics, finance, and sociology prove the efficiency of behavioral
contracts and communication over restricted choice. Herein researchers will find new testable
propositions, and practitioners will find new ideas and practices to live better, more consequential
lives. Examples of practical applications include methods of resolving group-level bias and
understanding the purpose of life’s difficulties.

the roman empire a very short introduction: The Romans Antony Kamm, 2008

the roman empire a very short introduction: Roman Imperialism Andrew Erskine,
2010-05-28 The transformation of Rome from a small central Italian city-state into the sole
Mediterranean superpower has long proved fascinating and controversial. At its height the Roman
Empire extended from Britain in the North to Libya in the South and from Spain in the West to Syria
in the East. It has impressed not only by its extent but also by its longevity. Andrew Erskine
examines the course and nature of Roman expansion, focusing on explanations, ancient and modern,
the impact of Roman rule on the subject and the effect of empire on the imperial power. All these
topics have created a tremendous amount of discussion among scholars, not least because the study
of Roman imperialism has always been informed by contemporary perceptions of international
power relations. The book is divided into two halves. Part I treats some of the main issues in modern
debates about Roman imperialism, while Part II offers a selection of the most important source
material allowing readers to enter these debates themselves

the roman empire a very short introduction: Roman Religion in the Danubian Provinces
Csaba Szabd, 2022-04-06 The Danubian provinces represent one of the largest macro-units within
the Roman Empire, with a large and rich heritage of Roman material evidence. Although the notion
itself is a modern 18th-century creation, this region represents a unique area, where the dominant,
pre-Roman cultures (Celtic, Illyrian, Hellenistic, Thracian) are interconnected within the new
administrative, economic and cultural units of Roman cities, provinces and extra-provincial
networks. This book presents the material evidence of Roman religion in the Danubian provinces
through a new, paradigmatic methodology, focusing not only on the traditional urban and provincial



units of the Roman Empire, but on a new space taxonomy. Roman religion and its sacralized places
are presented in macro-, meso- and micro-spaces of a dynamic empire, which shaped Roman religion
in the 1st-3rd centuries AD and created a large number of religious glocalizations and
appropriations in Raetia, Noricum, Pannonia Superior, Pannonia Inferior, Moesia Superior, Moesia
Inferior and Dacia. Combining the methodological approaches of Roman provincial archaeology and
religious studies, this work intends to provoke a dialogue between disciplines rarely used together in
central-east Europe and beyond. The material evidence of Roman religion is interpreted here as a
dynamic agent in religious communication, shaped by macro-spaces, extra-provincial routes,
commercial networks, but also by the formation and constant dynamics of small group religions
interconnected within this region through human and material mobilities. The book will also present
for the first time a comprehensive list of sacralized spaces and divinities in the Danubian provinces.

the roman empire a very short introduction: The Roman Republic David M. Gwynn,
2012-08-30 The rise and fall of the Roman Republic occupies a special place in the history of
Western civilization. From humble beginnings on the seven hills beside the Tiber, the city of Rome
grew to dominate the ancient Mediterranean. Led by her senatorial aristocracy, Republican armies
defeated Carthage and the successor kingdoms of Alexander the Great, and brought the surrounding
peoples to east and west into the Roman sphere. Yet the triumph of the Republic was also its
tragedy. In this Very Short Introduction, David M. Gwynn provides a fascinating introduction to the
history of the Roman Republic and its literary and material sources, bringing to life the culture and
society of Republican Rome and its ongoing significance within our modern world. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

the roman empire a very short introduction: Paul and the Politics of Diaspora Ronald
Charles, 2014-11-01 It is a commonplace today that Paul was a Jew of the Hellenistic Diaspora, but
how does that observation help us to understand his thinking, his self-identification, and his
practice? Ronald Charles applies the insights of contemporary diaspora studies to address
much-debated questions about Paul’s identity as a diaspora Jew, his complicated relationship with a
highly symbolized “homeland,” the motives of his daily work, and the ambivalence of his rhetoric.
Charles argues for understanding a number of important aspects of Paul’s identity and work,
including the ways his interactions with others were conditioned, by his diaspora space, his
self-understanding, and his experience “among the nations.” Diaspora space is a key concept that
allows Charles to show how Paul’s travels and the collection project in particular can be read as a
transcultural narrative. Understanding the dynamics of diaspora also allows Charles to bring new
light to the conflict at Antioch (Galatians 1-2), Paul’s relationships with the Gentiles in Galatia, and
the fraught relationship with leaders in Jerusalem.

the roman empire a very short introduction: Popular Culture in Ancient Rome ]J. P. Toner,
2013-04-25 The mass of the Roman people constituted well over 90% of the population. Much
ancient history, however, has focused on the lives, politics and culture of the minority elite. This
book helps redress the balance by focusing on the non-elite in the Roman world. It builds a vivid
account of the everyday lives of the masses, including their social and family life, health, leisure and
religious beliefs, and the ways in which their popular culture resisted the domination of the ruling
elite. The book highlights previously under-considered aspects of popular culture of the period to
give a fuller picture. It is the first book to take fully into account the level of mental health: given the
physical and social environment that most people faced, their overall mental health mirrored their
poor physical health. It also reveals fascinating details about the ways in which people solved
problems, turning frequently to oracles for advice and guidance when confronted by difficulties. Our
understanding of the non-elite world is further enriched through the depiction of sensory
dimensions: Toner illustrates how attitudes to smell, touch, and noise all varied with social status
and created conflict, and how the emperors tried to resolve these disputes as part of their




regeneration of urban life. Popular Culture in Ancient Rome offers a rich and accessible introduction
to the usefulness of the notion of popular culture in studying the ancient world and will be enjoyed
by students and general readers alike.
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