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Severe Disabilities Special Education: Supporting Unique Learners with Compassion and Expertise

Severe disabilities special education is a vital and compassionate field dedicated to meeting the unique needs
of students who face significant challenges due to physical, cognitive, sensory, or multiple disabilities. This
specialized branch of education requires tailored approaches, patience, and collaboration to help students
achieve their fullest potential. Whether working with children who have profound intellectual disabilities,
multiple impairments, or complex medical needs, educators in this area embrace a holistic perspective that
goes beyond academics to include life skills, communication, and social development.

Understanding the fundamentals of severe disabilities special education is essential not only for educators
but also for families, caregivers, and communities to foster inclusive environments where every learner is
valued and supported.

What Defines Severe Disabilities in Special Education?

Severe disabilities refer to a range of conditions that significantly impact a student's ability to participate in
typical educational activities without substantial support. These can include profound intellectual
disabilities, severe autism spectrum disorders, multiple disabilities (such as a combination of cognitive and
physical impairments), and other health impairments that substantially limit daily functioning.

Characteristics of Students with Severe Disabilities

Students classified under severe disabilities often exhibit:

- Limited or no verbal communication skills
- Significant motor impairments requiring assistive technology or physical support
- Challenges in cognitive processing and learning new information
- Need for intensive, ongoing support with daily living activities
- Sensory processing difficulties or sensory impairments like blindness or deafness

Recognizing these characteristics helps educators design individualized learning experiences that are
meaningful and accessible.



Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) for Students with
Severe Disabilities

One of the cornerstones of severe disabilities special education is the development and implementation of
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs). These plans are legally mandated documents that outline
specific goals, accommodations, and instructional strategies tailored to each student’s unique profile.

Crafting Effective IEPs

Creating a successful IEP involves a team effort that includes special educators, therapists, medical
professionals, families, and sometimes the students themselves. Key elements to consider include:

- **Functional goals:** Instead of focusing solely on academic benchmarks, goals often emphasize
communication skills, self-care, mobility, and social interaction.
- **Assistive technology:** Incorporating tools such as communication devices, adapted keyboards, or
mobility aids can empower students to engage more fully.
- **Related services:** Speech therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy, and behavioral support are
integral to many IEPs.
- **Progress monitoring:** Regular assessment and adjustment ensure that the educational plan remains
responsive to the student’s evolving needs.

Teaching Strategies Tailored to Severe Disabilities

Teaching students with severe disabilities demands creativity, flexibility, and a deep understanding of
individual learning styles. Educators often rely on multisensory instruction, repetition, and real-life context
to make learning meaningful.

Communication Approaches

Given that many students with severe disabilities experience communication challenges, alternative and
augmentative communication (AAC) methods play a crucial role. These include:

- Picture Exchange Communication Systems (PECS)
- Sign language or manual communication systems
- Speech-generating devices or apps
- Gestures and body language



Supporting communication not only facilitates learning but also boosts social connection and emotional well-
being.

Incorporating Life Skills and Functional Academics

While academic learning remains important, emphasis is often placed on functional academics—skills that
students can apply in everyday life. This might involve:

- Basic math for money management or time-telling
- Literacy skills focused on recognition and comprehension of signs or labels
- Self-care routines like dressing, eating, and hygiene
- Social skills training to navigate interactions and community settings

These practical skills contribute significantly to a student's independence and quality of life.

The Role of Families and Caregivers in Severe Disabilities Special
Education

Families and caregivers are fundamental partners in the educational process. Their insights, advocacy, and
support ensure that the learning environment extends beyond the classroom.

Building Strong Home-School Partnerships

Effective communication between educators and families fosters consistency and progress. Strategies
include:

- Regular updates on student progress and challenges
- Collaborative goal-setting during IEP meetings
- Training sessions to help families implement strategies at home
- Emotional support and resource sharing to navigate complex care needs

When families feel empowered and involved, students benefit from a seamless support system.

Inclusive Practices and Community Integration



While students with severe disabilities often require specialized instruction, inclusion in community and
school activities is increasingly recognized as beneficial. Inclusion promotes socialization, reduces stigma, and
provides opportunities for peer learning.

Adapting Environments for Accessibility

Creating accessible spaces involves:

- Physical modifications like ramps, adjustable desks, and sensory-friendly zones
- Flexible scheduling to accommodate therapy sessions and fatigue
- Peer buddy systems to encourage interaction and support
- Use of technology to bridge communication and participation gaps

Inclusive classrooms and extracurricular programs celebrate diversity and foster a sense of belonging.

Challenges and Rewards in Severe Disabilities Special Education

Working in this field is undoubtedly challenging. Educators face obstacles such as limited resources,
complex behavioral needs, and the emotional demands of supporting students with profound challenges.
However, the rewards are profound.

Witnessing a student communicate for the first time, achieve a new skill, or engage joyfully in an activity
is deeply fulfilling. Moreover, the relationships formed with students and families enrich the professional
and personal lives of educators.

Tips for Educators and Support Staff

- Practice patience and celebrate small victories.
- Pursue ongoing professional development to stay informed about best practices.
- Collaborate closely with multidisciplinary teams.
- Prioritize self-care to maintain resilience.
- Adopt a strengths-based perspective, focusing on what students can do rather than limitations.

Exploring community resources and advocacy groups can also provide valuable support and networking
opportunities.

---



Severe disabilities special education is a dynamic and essential field that champions the rights and potentials
of some of the most vulnerable learners. Through individualized attention, innovative teaching methods,
and strong partnerships, students with severe disabilities can lead enriched, meaningful lives. The
collective efforts of educators, families, and communities continue to shape a more inclusive and
compassionate educational landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is severe disabilities special education?
Severe disabilities special education refers to tailored instructional programs designed to support students
with significant cognitive, physical, or developmental impairments that substantially impact their learning
and daily functioning.

Who qualifies for severe disabilities special education services?
Students who have profound cognitive, physical, or sensory impairments that require extensive support in
academic, social, and functional skills typically qualify for severe disabilities special education services.

What are common teaching strategies used in severe disabilities special
education?
Common strategies include individualized instruction, use of assistive technology, multisensory approaches,
task analysis, and incorporating functional life skills training to meet each student's unique needs.

How is an Individualized Education Program (IEP) developed for
students with severe disabilities?
An IEP for students with severe disabilities is developed through a collaborative process involving
educators, specialists, family members, and sometimes the student, focusing on personalized goals,
accommodations, and support services.

What role do assistive technologies play in severe disabilities special
education?
Assistive technologies help enhance communication, mobility, and learning by providing tools such as
speech-generating devices, adapted keyboards, and environmental control systems tailored to students'
abilities.



How can inclusion benefit students with severe disabilities?
Inclusion promotes social interaction, reduces stigma, and provides access to general education curriculum
with appropriate supports, fostering a sense of belonging and improving overall development.

What challenges do educators face when teaching students with severe
disabilities?
Challenges include addressing diverse and complex needs, managing behavioral issues, ensuring effective
communication, adapting curriculum, and securing adequate resources and training.

How can families support children receiving severe disabilities special
education?
Families can support by collaborating with educators, reinforcing learning at home, advocating for
appropriate services, and participating in therapy and intervention programs.

What is the importance of functional life skills in severe disabilities
education?
Functional life skills are critical as they enable students to achieve greater independence in daily activities
such as self-care, communication, and community participation, enhancing their quality of life.

How is progress measured for students with severe disabilities in special
education?
Progress is measured through individualized assessments, observations, data collection on specific goals, and
regular IEP reviews to ensure that educational strategies are effective and adjusted as needed.

Additional Resources
Severe Disabilities Special Education: A Comprehensive Professional Review

severe disabilities special education represents one of the most specialized and critical areas within the
broader field of special education. It addresses the unique needs of students who face profound cognitive,
physical, sensory, or multiple impairments that significantly impact their ability to learn and engage in
typical educational environments. This sector demands tailored instructional strategies, individualized
support services, and multidisciplinary collaboration to maximize each student's potential and quality of life.
As awareness and legislative frameworks evolve, understanding the nuances of severe disabilities special
education is essential for educators, policymakers, and families alike.



Understanding Severe Disabilities in Special Education

Severe disabilities encompass a range of conditions that substantially limit a child’s functional capabilities.
These include but are not limited to intellectual disabilities, cerebral palsy, multiple disabilities, deaf-
blindness, and significant sensory impairments. Unlike mild or moderate disabilities, severe disabilities often
require intensive support across multiple domains, including communication, mobility, self-care, and social
interaction.

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) defines severe disabilities as those that require
specially designed instruction and related services to meet unique learning needs. These students
frequently depend on assistive technologies, adapted curricula, and highly individualized teaching
approaches. The diversity within this population means that no single educational strategy suffices; rather,
educators must assess and respond to the varied and complex profiles of their students.

Characteristics and Challenges in Severe Disabilities Special Education

Students with severe disabilities often exhibit a combination of cognitive, physical, and sensory
impairments that affect multiple aspects of daily living and learning. Common characteristics include:

Significant delays in cognitive processing and adaptive behavior

Limited or non-verbal communication abilities

Restricted mobility or use of motor functions

Dependence on others for personal care and health needs

Heightened vulnerability to health complications and sensory overload

These factors create considerable challenges in designing effective educational programs. Traditional
classroom settings and curricula are typically insufficient. Instead, educators must focus on functional skills,
communication development, social-emotional growth, and fostering independence to the greatest extent
possible.

Instructional Approaches in Severe Disabilities Special Education



Effective education for students with severe disabilities relies heavily on individualized education
programs (IEPs) that are meticulously crafted and frequently reviewed. These plans are the cornerstone of
special education services, ensuring that goals are realistic, measurable, and aligned with the student’s
abilities and needs.

Person-Centered Planning and Functional Curriculum

Person-centered planning is a foundational philosophy in this field, emphasizing the student’s preferences,
strengths, and long-term outcomes. Unlike traditional education that prioritizes academic achievement,
severe disabilities special education often focuses on functional curriculum components such as:

Communication skills, including use of augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) systems

Basic self-care and daily living skills

Social interaction and community participation

Safety awareness and health management

This approach ensures that education is meaningful and applicable, promoting autonomy and inclusion
wherever possible.

Multisensory and Assistive Technology Integration

Given the diverse sensory and physical challenges faced by students with severe disabilities, multisensory
instruction plays a pivotal role. Techniques often include tactile learning, visual supports, auditory cues, and
kinesthetic activities designed to engage multiple pathways for comprehension and retention.

Assistive technology (AT) is another critical element. Devices range from simple tools like adapted utensils
to sophisticated speech-generating devices and environmental control systems. The integration of AT can
profoundly enhance communication, mobility, and learning opportunities, representing a significant
advancement in the field.

Collaboration and Support Systems



Severe disabilities special education is inherently interdisciplinary. Successful programs depend on
collaboration among special educators, speech-language pathologists, occupational and physical therapists,
medical professionals, and families. This team-based approach ensures holistic support that addresses
educational, health, and emotional needs.

Family Involvement and Advocacy

The role of families cannot be overstated. Parents and caregivers are often the most consistent advocates and
providers of support, both inside and outside the classroom. Empowering families through training,
counseling, and inclusion in decision-making processes results in better educational outcomes and improved
quality of life for students.

Professional Development and Teacher Preparedness

Educators working with students with severe disabilities require specialized training that goes beyond
general special education certification. This includes expertise in behavioral management, communication
disorders, assistive technology, and medical or physical care techniques. Ongoing professional development
is vital to keep pace with evolving methodologies and technologies.

Policy, Funding, and Accessibility Considerations

Providing quality education for students with severe disabilities involves complex policy and funding
challenges. While IDEA mandates a free appropriate public education (FAPE) for all eligible students,
disparities persist in resource allocation and service availability.

Funding Models and Resource Allocation

Programs serving students with severe disabilities often require higher funding levels due to the need for
smaller class sizes, specialized staff, and assistive technologies. However, budget constraints and inconsistent
funding streams can limit access to comprehensive services, especially in under-resourced districts or rural
areas.

Inclusion vs. Specialized Settings Debate

A significant discussion within the field revolves around the placement of students with severe disabilities.



Inclusion advocates argue for integrating students in general education classrooms with supports,
emphasizing social participation and reducing stigma. Conversely, proponents of specialized settings
highlight the necessity of tailored environments that can better meet intensive needs.

Data suggests that the most effective model depends on the individual student's profile and the availability
of supports. Hybrid approaches, such as resource rooms or co-teaching models, have gained traction as
flexible solutions that balance inclusion with specialized instruction.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions

Advancements in technology, neuroscience, and pedagogy continue to shape severe disabilities special
education. Innovations such as brain-computer interfaces, AI-driven communication aids, and personalized
learning software hold promise for expanding educational access and efficacy.

Moreover, there is growing emphasis on transition planning to adulthood, focusing on vocational training,
independent living skills, and community integration. This reflects a broader societal shift toward
recognizing the rights and potential contributions of individuals with severe disabilities.

Programs are increasingly adopting trauma-informed practices and culturally responsive teaching to
address the diverse backgrounds and experiences of students and their families. These holistic strategies aim
to foster environments where students feel safe, valued, and empowered.

Severe disabilities special education remains a demanding yet profoundly rewarding field. It necessitates a
commitment to innovation, empathy, and collaboration to meet the complex needs of one of the most
vulnerable student populations. As research and practice evolve, the focus continues to center on enabling
meaningful participation, dignity, and lifelong learning for students with severe disabilities.

Severe Disabilities Special Education

  severe disabilities special education: Teaching Students with Moderate and Severe
Disabilities Diane M. Browder, Fred Spooner, 2011-07-06 This book has been replaced by Teaching
Students with Moderate and Severe Disabilities, Second Edition, 978-1-4625-4238-3.
  severe disabilities special education: Teaching Students with Severe Disabilities David L.
Westling, Lise Fox, 1995
  severe disabilities special education: Equity and Full Participation for Individuals with
Severe Disabilities Martin Agran, 2014 Aligned with the core values and agenda of TASH, this
visionary text prepares professionals to strengthen supports and services for people with disabilities
across the lifespan.
  severe disabilities special education: Instruction of Students with Severe Disabilities Martha
E. Snell, Fredda Brown, 2014-02-04 This is the eBook of the printed book and may not include any
media, website access codes, or print supplements that may come packaged with the bound book.
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The seventh edition of this widely-adopted text for special educators addresses the full-range of
curriculum and instructional topics involved in educating individuals with moderate, severe, and
multiple disabilities. Evidence-based practices are presented in clearly-defined ways so that teachers
can easily understand the research presented and apply it in the real classroom. All chapters in the
book are unique, written by leaders in the field known for their research and writing on the specific
topics. Case studies of students are applied to chapter content in vignettes, tables, and figures found
throughout the chapters, and the textbook rests on a solid evidence-base with research citations
provided. The new edition features many new updates including: a greater emphasis on teaching
students with autism; six new chapters authored by experts in the field; more information on
teaching methods supported by research, peer support, teaching academic skills, the process for
planning and implementing instruction within general education classrooms, transition planning,
and alternate assessment. All core chapters have been strengthened and expanded, and PowerPoint
slides are now available for course instructors.
  severe disabilities special education: Instruction of Students with Severe Disabilities
Martha E. Snell, 1993 This is a comprehensive and current description of research-based methods
on teaching students with severe disabilities including students with autism and functional skill
needs. A great reference book. Reflects 1997 IDEA in all chapters, particularly those that deal with
the topics of transition and families. Adds a chapter on peer/social relationships. Creates and
maintains reader interest with effective photographs, vignettes, specific charts, and unique
figures/tables. Reinforces its comprehensive research base with current studies. For educators and
school administrators.
  severe disabilities special education: Instructional Strategies for Students With Mild,
Moderate, and Severe Intellectual Disability Richard M. Gargiulo, Emily C. Bouck, 2017-01-20
Strategies for Students with Mild, Moderate, and Severe Intellectual Disabilities is a textbook for
undergraduate and graduate students enrolled in special and general education teacher preparation
programs (as well as practicing professionals) offering a solid, research based text on instructional
methodologies for teaching students with intellectual disability across the spectrum of intellectual
abilities. The book addresses both academic and functional curricula in addition to behavioral
interventions. Additionally, Instructional Strategies for Students Mild, Moderate, and Severe
Intellectual Disability adopts developmental or life span approach covering preschool through
adolescence and young adulthood.
  severe disabilities special education: Academic Instruction for Students With Moderate
and Severe Intellectual Disabilities in Inclusive Classrooms June Downing, 2010-03-09 While
most resources for inclusive education focus on teaching students with mild to moderate disabilities,
teachers of students with more severe disabilities need specific methods to provide the
individualized and systematic instruction necessary to support students in inclusive environments.
This unique book meets that need with approaches, information, and ideas for teachers of students
with moderate to severe disabilities in general education classrooms. June E. Downing draws from a
strong research base to provide practical instructional strategies, plus suggestions based on
personal experience. Featuring tables and figures, chapter summaries, photographs, multiple
examples, and strategies that address the how-to of instruction, this resource helps general and
special education teachers: - Adapt their curriculum to meet both individual student needs and state
standards for core curriculum - Work collaboratively with other teachers - Develop assessments that
accurately determine student needs - Keep track of student progress through data collection
Essential for today's inclusive classrooms, this guide covers everything teachers need to know to
provide individualized instruction and assessment for their students with significant intellectual
disabilities.
  severe disabilities special education: What's So Special about Special Education? Susan
McBrine, 2015-11-24 What's So Special About Special Education is a short, practical, realistic guide
for teachers in special education-particularly those working with children with severe disabilities-to
more effectively communicate with classroom parents. It is written from the perspective of a veteran



special education teacher and mother of a child with severe disabilities, who often mentored new
teachers seeking advice about how to deal with their student's parents. The book offers teachers
information about how to communicate with parents and form a partnership that will make the
classroom experience more effective and the teacher's job easier. It covers things every special ed
teacher needs to know to succeed in this challenging field, and offers a view from both sides of the
IEP. This information is often not taught in teacher training courses, but it is essential for teachers
struggling with the many facets of their students' disabilities. Parents and other school professionals
will benefit from this book, and may find it helpful to give it to their students' teachers. It is a useful
handbook for in-service or for reading before IEPs and the beginning of every school year.
  severe disabilities special education: Literacy Beyond Picture Books Dorothy Dendy Smith,
Jill Fisher DeMarco, Martha Worley, 2009-06-02 I was rejuvenated by the opportunities for exciting
and meaningful instruction. My creative thoughts ran rampant with how I could use these ideas with
my novice teachers as well as within my classroom. —Jayne Englert-Burns, Consulting Teacher,
Special Education Montgomery County Public Schools, Germantown, MD The authors have done a
nice job of describing how to make teaching student-centered by focusing on individual student
interests and learning styles and by making classroom instruction exciting and fun. —Dennis H.
Reid, Director Carolina Behavior Analysis and Support Center Engage students′ interest and build
foundational literacy skills! Teaching literacy to middle school and high school students with
significant disabilities can prove challenging when available reading materials often don′t match
students′ reading levels and interests. This accessible, step-by-step guide shows teachers how to
match students with appropriate texts and develop inventive themed units that encourage literacy
learning. Teachers can build whole units around a selected text and create hands-on activities that
engage multiple senses. This valuable resource includes sample activities and lesson plans, ideas for
adapting general education materials, and essential information on how to: Build vocabulary and use
retelling and guided reading Teach functional skills on a daily basis Incorporate media and assistive
technology Coordinate with general education teachers and involve parents Assess students′
learning and meet IEP goals Perfect for special education and inclusive classrooms, this resource
features everything teachers need to motivate students with disabilities and help them develop
literacy skills!
  severe disabilities special education: More Language Arts, Math, and Science for
Students with Severe Disabilities Diane M. Browder, Fred Spooner, 2014 A followup to the
landmark bestseller Teaching Language Arts, Math, and Science to Students with Significant
Cognitive Disabilities, this important text prepares teachers to ensure more inclusion, more
advanced academic content, and more meaningful learning for their students.
  severe disabilities special education: Curricula for Students with Severe Disabilities Phyllis
Jones, 2017-03-16 Students with severe disabilities comprise 2 percent of the population of learners
who are impacted by intellectual, communicative, social, emotional, physical, sensory and medical
issues. Increasingly, however, teachers are required to meet the challenges of creating a
pedagogical balance between an individual student's strengths, needs and preferences, and core
academic curricula. The need to embrace the current initiative of curriculum state standards in the
debate of curricula relevance, breadth, balance and depth for students with severe disabilities is not
just timely—it contributes to the evolving debate of what constitutes an appropriate curriculum for
severely disabled learners. Curricula for Students with Severe Disabilities supports the development
of greater understandings of the role that state curriculum standards play in the pedagogical
decision-making for students with severe intellectual disabilities. The book first discusses the nature
and needs of these students, the curriculum for this group of learners and the recent contributions
of state curriculum standards, before presenting narratives of real classrooms, teachers and
students who have meaningfully integrated state curriculum standards at the kindergarten,
elementary and high school levels.
  severe disabilities special education: Systematic Instruction for Students with Moderate and
Severe Disabilities Belva C. Collins, 2021-09 This bestselling, reader-friendly textbook provides



readers with comprehensive guidance on the why and how of systematic instruction (SI), a highly
effective, evidence-based teaching approach rooted in applied behavior analysis (ABA). The second
edition includes updated research to expand the evidence base for SI, fully revised chapters with a
wealth of practical recommendations, detailed sample lesson plans, and robust online faculty
materials, including test banks and PowerPoints. Systematic Instruction can be used as a
stand-alone text for graduate and undergraduate teaching methods courses; supplemental text to
larger, more comprehensive books on severe disabilities; and as a practical guide for in-service
special educators.
  severe disabilities special education: Collaborative Teams for Students with Severe
Disabilities Beverly Rainforth, Jennifer York-Barr, 1997 Equally useful as a training text and as a
professional development tool, this resource helps both students and professionals update their
knowledge, refine their skills and increase their effectiveness.
  severe disabilities special education: Curriculum and Assessment for Students with
Moderate and Severe Disabilities Diane M. Browder, 2001-01-26 This timely volume provides a
complete guide to designing and implementing personalized curricula for K-12 students with
moderate and severe disabilities. The author delineates a comprehensive assessment model that
provides a framework for pinpointing educational priorities, planning instruction in specific areas,
and evaluating student progress. Emphasizing the values of self-determination, family-centered
planning, multicultural awareness, and educational accountability, the strategies presented are
teacher-friendly and data-based. Case studies in every chapter illustrate the educational needs and
accomplishments of students with a variety of disabilities, including autism, mental retardation,
severe behavior disorders, and multiple disabilities. Further enhancing the practical utility of the
volume are sample assessment notes, reports, and instruction plans; inventories of key skills in
different domains; and descriptions of commercially available instructional resources. Included are
more than 15 reproducible forms. An ideal undergraduate or graduate-level text, this is also an
invaluable resource for teachers, school psychologists, and other special education professionals.
  severe disabilities special education: Including Students with Severe and Multiple
Disabilities in Typical Classrooms June Downing, 1996 The bestselling resource from the most
trusted name in special education gets a top-to-bottom update in this new third edition. Revised to
reflect the realities of today's K-12 classrooms, this book gives teachers all the latest research-based,
practical strategies for fully including students with sensory impairments and cognitive and physical
disabilities. June Downing and a select group of expert contributors build on the popular previous
editions, arming pre- and in-service educators with new and expanded material on hot topics such as
ensuring access to core content areas--language arts, math, science, and social studies teaching
effectively in the age of accountability measuring student progress toward state and national
standards easing transitions, both between schooling levels and between school and adult life
writing measurable IEP goals and objectives encouraging peer-to-peer learning and support
understanding the legislative changes connected to NCLB and the latest reauthorization of IDEA A
helpful Q&A chapter gives teachers straightforward advice on addressing their most common
challenges, and the appendices point educators to more resources on inclusion, instruction, and
augmentative and alternative communication. A trusted guide and a widely used textbook since its
first edition was published in 1996, this readily accessible book will help teachers maintain high
expectations for students with severe and multiple disabilities and create successful inclusive
classrooms where every child learns.
  severe disabilities special education: Fundamentals of Special Education Margaret G. Werts,
Richard Culatta, James R. Tompkins, 2007 Fundamentals of Special Education: What Every Teacher
Needs to Knowgathers into one source the critical information needed to understand students with
disabilities. Written to be concise yet complete, it is an essential resource for educators because it
provides the basic parameters of each disability area and defines the issues that impact current
interventions and practices. This new edition addresses the latest laws in special education (such as
the reauthorization of IDEA and NCLB), includes a new chapter on autism spectrum disorders, and



contains additional information on collaboration with families and other service professionals.
  severe disabilities special education: Teaching Individuals with Physical Or Multiple
Disabilities Sherwood J. Best, Kathryn Wolff Heller, June L. Bigge, 2010 For undergraduate and
graduate curriculum methods courses in Physical, Health and/or Multiple Disabilities, Disabilities
courses or Severe Disabilities courses. This unique text provides special educators and others with
information, knowledge, and strategies for creating meaningful educational experiences for students
with physical, health, or multiple disabilities. Comprehensive in nature, the text describes the
educational and psychosocial implications of disability and illustrates how assessment and
curriculum accommodations and modifications support students with physical or multiple disabilities
reach their highest potential. While it emphasizes access to general education core curriculum, this
text also addresses essential skills to facilitate student participation in major life activities at home,
in school, and within community environments. Additionally, the text advocates the use and
implementation of assistive technology and with an emphasis on appropriate curricular
accommodations and modifications. Divided into four parts, this outstanding text offers readers a
concise, targeted, yet comprehensive presentation by organizing the information in self-contained
units that can be taught in any order, to suit a variety of course goals.
  severe disabilities special education: An Introduction to Special Education A. Edward
Blackhurst, William H. Berdine, 1993 This text promotes an understanding of the developmental and
learning characteristics of exceptional persons, while presenting practical techniques for helping
students with special needs adapt to their environment and lead independent lives.
  severe disabilities special education: Mainstream or Special? Josephine Jenkinson,
2012-10-02 There remains some controversy about how best to meet the needs of pupils with special
educational needs. Should they be educated in mainstream schools alongside their peers, or does
this mean that specialist help and resources are denied to them? This book explores in depth the
ways in which this problem has been tackled in Australia, the UK and Canada. It looks at the major
issues which have been raised and the types of provisions and resourcing which have been offered,
and then goes on to provide a vision of how future education provision might look for pupils with
special educational needs.
  severe disabilities special education: Physical Education for Children With Moderate to
Severe Disabilities Grenier, Michelle, Lieberman, Lauren, 2017-09-26 Physical Education for
Children With Moderate to Severe Disabilities offers a comprehensive view of the inclusion of
students with disabilities, including instruction, assessment, collaborative practices, communication
protocols, and skill analysis. The text is relevant for all teaching environments and includes sample
lesson plans aligned with grade-level outcomes.
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