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Robin Lane Fox and the Classical World: Exploring Ancient History Through a Modern Lens

robin lane fox the classical world offers a fascinating window into ancient history,
blending rigorous scholarship with engaging storytelling. As one of the foremost historians
and classicists of our time, Robin Lane Fox has dedicated much of his career to illuminating
the rich tapestry of the classical era—an epoch that continues to shape our understanding
of culture, politics, and philosophy today.

Whether you're a student of history, a lover of ancient civilizations, or simply curious about
the classical world, exploring Fox’s work provides valuable insights into the complexities of
ancient Greece and Rome. His writings not only recount historical events but also bring to
life the personalities, ideas, and societies that defined the classical age.

Who Is Robin Lane Fox?

Before delving into his perspective on the classical world, it’'s worth understanding who
Robin Lane Fox is. Born in 1946, Fox is a British historian and classicist renowned for his
expertise in ancient history and Alexander the Great’s campaigns. He has held academic
positions at prestigious institutions, including the University of Oxford, and has authored
several influential books that have made the classical world accessible to a broad audience.

His background as both a scholar and a teacher allows him to communicate complex ideas
with clarity and enthusiasm. Through his work, Fox bridges the gap between academic
research and popular interest, making ancient history come alive for readers worldwide.

Robin Lane Fox’s Approach to the Classical World

What sets Robin Lane Fox apart in the study of the classical world is his ability to weave
narrative and analysis seamlessly. He doesn’t simply list facts; he contextualizes events
within the broader fabric of human experience. This approach helps readers appreciate the
relevance of antiquity in contemporary times.

Emphasis on Biography and Personalities

One of Fox’s signature techniques is his focus on the individuals who shaped the classical
world. From powerful rulers like Alexander the Great to influential philosophers and
generals, Fox brings their stories to the forefront. This biographical lens helps readers
understand history as a series of interconnected lives and decisions, rather than abstract
dates and battles.



Integration of Archaeology and Textual Sources

Fox’s scholarship is notable for its integration of archaeological discoveries with classical
texts. By combining material evidence with literary sources, he creates a more nuanced
and vivid picture of ancient life. This comprehensive method reveals details about daily life,
social structures, and cultural practices often overlooked in traditional histories.

Key Works by Robin Lane Fox on the Classical
World

For anyone interested in deepening their knowledge of the classical era, Fox’s bibliography
is a treasure trove. Here are some of his most impactful works:

e “Alexander the Great” - Perhaps his most famous book, this biography delves into
the life and conquests of one of history’s most enigmatic figures. Fox’s detailed
narrative captures Alexander’s military genius and the complexities of his character.

e “The Classical World: An Epic History from Homer to Hadrian” - This sweeping
history covers the rise and fall of ancient Greece and Rome, offering readers a broad
yet intimate understanding of classical civilization.

e “Pagans and Christians” - Exploring the religious transformations of the classical
period, this book examines how pagan beliefs and Christianity interacted and
influenced the ancient world’s cultural landscape.

Each of these works reflects Fox’s commitment to making the classical world accessible,
engaging, and relevant.

Why Robin Lane Fox’s Perspective Matters Today

The classical world might seem distant, but its legacy permeates modern society—from
political systems and legal frameworks to art and literature. Robin Lane Fox’s work helps us
see these connections clearly.

Understanding Foundations of Western Civilization

By studying the classical world through Fox’s lens, readers gain a better understanding of
the origins of democracy, philosophy, and scientific inquiry. His narratives demonstrate how
ancient ideas continue to influence contemporary thought and governance.



Learning from Historical Complexity

Fox’s nuanced portrayal of the classical era reminds us that history is rarely black and
white. His attention to cultural diversity, power struggles, and evolving social norms
encourages readers to appreciate the complexity of historical change.

Tips for Exploring the Classical World with Robin
Lane Fox’s Works

If you're new to the classical world or Robin Lane Fox’s scholarship, here are some tips to
get the most out of your reading:

1. Start with “The Classical World” - This comprehensive overview provides a solid
foundation and context for more specialized studies.

2. Use supplementary materials - Maps, timelines, and archaeological images can
enhance your understanding of the geographical and historical settings Fox describes.

3. Take notes on key figures and events - Fox’s focus on personalities means
keeping track of individuals helps keep the narrative engaging and clear.

4. Engage with online lectures or documentaries - Fox has contributed to various
media projects that complement his written work, offering dynamic ways to learn.

Impact on Classical Studies and Popular Culture

Beyond academia, Robin Lane Fox’s influence extends into popular culture. His expertise
was instrumental in advising on historical dramas and documentaries, helping portray the
classical world with authenticity and nuance.

His engaging writing style has inspired countless readers to explore ancient history further,
fostering a broader appreciation for the classical heritage that shapes much of today’s
world.

Exploring Robin Lane Fox’s perspective on the classical world reveals a rich, vibrant past
filled with stories of ambition, innovation, and transformation. By combining scholarly rigor
with a compelling narrative style, Fox invites us to step back in time and connect with the
ancient roots of our modern civilization. Whether through his detailed biographies or
sweeping histories, his work remains an invaluable resource for anyone fascinated by the
classical era.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Robin Lane Fox in relation to the classical world?

Robin Lane Fox is a renowned British historian and classicist known for his works on ancient
history and classical civilizations, particularly ancient Greece and Rome.

What is the main focus of Robin Lane Fox's work 'The
Classical World'?

In 'The Classical World,' Robin Lane Fox explores the history, culture, and achievements of
ancient Greece and Rome, providing insights into their politics, art, and society.

How does Robin Lane Fox approach the study of ancient
history in his writings?
Robin Lane Fox combines rigorous scholarship with accessible storytelling, making ancient

history engaging by blending archaeological evidence, historical texts, and cultural
analysis.

What are some key themes discussed in 'The Classical
World' by Robin Lane Fox?

Key themes include the development of democracy, the impact of warfare, philosophical
thought, art and architecture, and the legacy of classical civilizations in the modern world.

Has Robin Lane Fox contributed to other notable works
on classical antiquity?

Yes, Robin Lane Fox has authored several influential books such as 'Alexander the Great,'
'Pagans and Christians,' and contributed to documentaries and lectures on classical
antiquity.

Why is Robin Lane Fox's perspective on the classical
world considered unique?

His perspective is unique due to his deep expertise combined with a narrative style that
brings ancient history to life, making complex historical events understandable and
relatable.

In what ways has Robin Lane Fox influenced popular
understanding of the classical world?

Through his books, public lectures, and media appearances, Lane Fox has popularized
classical history, making it accessible to both scholars and general audiences alike.



What role does mythology play in Robin Lane Fox's
interpretation of the classical world?

Mythology is treated as a vital component of ancient culture in his work, illustrating how
myths influenced ancient societies' values, beliefs, and historical narratives.

Where can readers find Robin Lane Fox's works on the
classical world?

His works are available in bookstores, libraries, and online platforms in both print and
digital formats, and some of his lectures and documentaries are accessible through
educational media outlets.

Additional Resources

Robin Lane Fox and The Classical World: An Analytical Review

robin lane fox the classical world represents a significant intersection of scholarly
insight and accessible narrative that has captivated both academic and general audiences
interested in ancient history. Robin Lane Fox, a distinguished historian and classicist, has
earned acclaim for his ability to illuminate the complexities of the classical era, rendering
the ancient Mediterranean world with vivid clarity and intellectual rigor. His works serve not
only as scholarly resources but also as compelling narratives that bridge the ancient past
with contemporary understanding.

Exploring Robin Lane Fox's Contributions to
Classical Studies

Robin Lane Fox is widely recognized for his deep expertise in the classical world,
encompassing Greek and Roman civilizations, their histories, cultures, and lasting legacies.
His scholarship is distinguished by meticulous research, incorporating archaeological
findings, ancient texts, and historical analysis. This multidimensional approach allows Fox
to present a nuanced portrait of the classical world, going beyond mere chronology to
explore the socio-political dynamics and cultural milieus that shaped antiquity.

One of the hallmarks of Fox’s work is his ability to contextualize the classical world within a
broader historical continuum. Unlike many specialist historians who focus narrowly on
specific events or figures, Fox often integrates cross-cultural perspectives, showing how the
Mediterranean basin functioned as a vibrant nexus of interaction, exchange, and conflict.
This holistic view is invaluable for readers seeking to understand the classical period’s
complexity and its enduring influence on Western civilization.



Robin Lane Fox’s Narrative Style and Scholarly
Approach

The narrative style employed by Robin Lane Fox in his classical world writings distinguishes
him from his contemporaries. He combines scholarly precision with an engaging prose style
that appeals to both academics and lay readers. His books often carry a narrative
momentum that makes ancient history feel immediate and relevant, transforming dusty
historical facts into living stories.

Fox’s method involves critical engagement with primary sources, including the works of
Herodotus, Thucydides, Livy, and Plutarch. His interpretations often challenge conventional
wisdom, offering fresh perspectives on well-known historical episodes. For example, his
treatment of Alexander the Great—both as a historical figure and a cultural
phenomenon—demonstrates a balance between myth and reality, separating hagiography
from historical fact without stripping away the charisma that made Alexander a legendary
conqueror.

The Classical World Through Robin Lane Fox’s
Lens

Analyzing the classical world through Robin Lane Fox’s scholarship reveals several key
themes that permeate his work:

1. The Interplay of Politics and Culture

Fox explores how political power and cultural developments in the classical world were
deeply intertwined. His studies illustrate how the rise and fall of empires such as Athens,
Sparta, and Rome were not solely military or political phenomena but were also driven by
cultural shifts, religious beliefs, and philosophical ideas. This integrative approach enriches
the reader’s understanding of the ancient world as a complex tapestry rather than a series
of isolated events.

2. The Role of Geography and Environment

Another significant aspect of Fox’s analysis is his attention to geography and environment.
He highlights how the Mediterranean’s unique geography shaped trade routes, warfare
strategies, and cultural exchanges. This geographic lens is essential for appreciating the
classical world’s interconnectedness and how natural landscapes influenced historical
trajectories.



3. The Human Dimension: Individuals and Societies

Fox’s work consistently foregrounds the human dimension, focusing on the experiences of
individuals alongside broader societal currents. This dual focus allows him to portray
historical figures not merely as icons but as complex personalities shaped by and shaping
their times. His biographies and character studies provide insight into leadership, ambition,
and the human condition in antiquity.

Key Works and Their Impact

Among Robin Lane Fox’s most influential contributions is his book "The Classical World: An
Epic History from Homer to Hadrian," which serves as a comprehensive survey of classical
antiquity. This volume is particularly noted for its breadth and depth, covering a wide
chronological span while maintaining a coherent narrative thread.

The book’s strengths include:

e Comprehensive Coverage: From the Homeric age through the Roman Empire’s
zenith, Fox covers a vast timeline without sacrificing detail.

e Multidisciplinary Approach: Incorporation of archaeology, literature, and art history
alongside political and military history.

* Accessible Language: Fox’s prose is scholarly yet approachable, making complex
historical phenomena understandable to a broad readership.

However, some critics argue that the ambitious scope sometimes leads to a dense narrative
that requires careful reading to fully appreciate. Additionally, while Fox’s focus on
Mediterranean civilizations is thorough, his treatment of peripheral cultures occasionally
appears cursory, reflecting the traditional Eurocentric focus of classical studies.

Comparative Perspectives

When compared to other classical historians like Mary Beard or Peter Green, Robin Lane
Fox’s work stands out for its integrative approach that combines literary analysis with
archaeological evidence. While Beard emphasizes social history and often challenges
traditional narratives, and Green focuses on literary and military history, Fox balances
these elements, providing a panoramic view that appeals to multiple facets of classical
scholarship.



Robin Lane Fox’s Influence on Modern Classical
Scholarship

Fox’s scholarship has influenced both academic circles and public understanding of the
classical world. His involvement in media projects, such as documentaries and lectures, has
helped popularize ancient history and bring it to wider audiences. Moreover, his interpretive
frameworks and methodological rigor have contributed to evolving discussions about how
to study and teach classical antiquity in contemporary settings.

Educational institutions often include Fox’s works in curricula, valuing his ability to blend

narrative flair with academic integrity. This dual appeal makes his scholarship a valuable
resource for students and researchers alike.

Pros and Cons of Robin Lane Fox’s Classical World
Scholarship

* Pros:

o

Comprehensive and multidisciplinary approach.

[¢]

Engaging narrative style accessible to diverse audiences.

[¢]

Critical use of primary sources enhancing historical accuracy.

o

Bridges cultural, political, and environmental factors effectively.

e Cons:
o Occasional density due to wide scope, which can challenge casual readers.

o Less emphasis on non-Mediterranean cultures, reflecting traditional classical
focus.

o Some interpretations may be contested within the scholarly community.

The balance of these factors underscores the importance of Fox’s work as both a
foundational text and a springboard for further exploration into the classical world.



Ongoing Relevance and Future Directions

Robin Lane Fox’s exploration of the classical world continues to resonate in contemporary
scholarship and public discourse. As interest in antiquity persists in cultural, educational,
and political contexts, his work serves as a vital reference point. Future classical studies
may build upon his integrative model, incorporating more diverse perspectives and
interdisciplinary tools, but Fox’s contributions remain a cornerstone.

Understanding the classical world through Robin Lane Fox’s lens enriches modern
perspectives on history, culture, and identity. His scholarship invites readers to consider the
ancient past not as a distant relic but as a living dialogue that informs current debates
about civilization, power, and human experience.

Robin Lane Fox The Classical World

robin lane fox the classical world: The Classical World Robin Lane Fox, 2006-10-09 Armies
and empires, statesmen and tyrants--the acclaimed historian Robin Lane Fox vividly recounts the
history of two great civilizations and one thousand years that forged the Western world

robin lane fox the classical world: The Classical World Robin Lane Fox, 2007 This
astoundingly successful, superbly reviewed book vividly recreates the excitement, brutality and
adventure of the British Empire. Ferguson's most revolutionary and popular work, EMPIRE is a
major reinterpretation of the British Empire as one of the world's greatest modernising forces. It
shows on a vast canvas how the British Empire in the 19th Century spearheaded real globalisation
with steampower, telegraphs, guns, engineers, missionaries and millions of settlers.

robin lane fox the classical world: The Once and Future World Order Amitav Acharya,
2025-04-08 The epic story of the past, present, and future of world order, offering a timely (Odd
Arne Westad, coauthor of The Great Transformation) argument that the decline of the West may be a
good thing for the world Since the dawn of the twenty-first century, the West has been in crisis.
Social unrest, political polarization, and the rise of other great powers—especially China—threaten
to unravel today’s Western-led world order. Many fear this would lead to global chaos. But the West
has never had a monopoly on order. Surveying five thousand years of global history, political
scientist Amitav Acharya reveals that world order—the political architecture enabling cooperation
and peace among nations—existed long before the rise of the West. Moving from ancient Sumer,
India, Greece, and Mesoamerica, through medieval caliphates and Eurasian empires into the
present, Acharya shows that humanitarian values, economic interdependence, and rules of
inter-state conduct emerged across the globe over millennia. History suggests order will endure
even as the West retreats. In fact, the end of Western dominance offers us the opportunity to build a
better world, where non-Western nations find more voice, power, and prosperity. Instead of fearing
the future, the West should learn from history and cooperate with the Rest to forge a more equitable
order. This is the definitive account of how world order evolved and why it will survive the decline of
the West.

robin lane fox the classical world: The Ascent of Media Roger Parry, 2011-09-22 Media’s
story from its earliest incarnation in the clay tablets of Gilgamesh up to the world of digital content

robin lane fox the classical world: Ancient Rome: The Rise and Fall of an Empire Simon
Baker, 2010-09-30 This is the story of the greatest empire the world has ever known. Simon Baker
charts the rise and fall of the world's first superpower, focusing on six momentous turning points
that shaped Roman history. Welcome to Rome as you've never seen it before - awesome and



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-187/robin-lane-fox-the-classical-world.pdf

splendid, gritty and squalid. From the conquest of the Mediterranean beginning in the third century
BC to the destruction of the Roman Empire at the hands of barbarian invaders some seven centuries
later, we discover the most critical episodes in Roman history: the spectacular collapse of the 'free’
republic, the birth of the age of the 'Caesars', the violent suppression of the strongest rebellion
against Roman power, and the bloody civil war that launched Christianity as a world religion. At the
heart of this account are the dynamic, complex but flawed characters of some of the most powerful
rulers in history: men such as Pompey the Great, Julius Caesar, Augustus, Nero and Constantine.
Putting flesh on the bones of these distant, legendary figures, Simon Baker looks beyond the dusty,
toga-clad caricatures and explores their real motivations and ambitions, intrigues and rivalries. The
superb narrative, full of energy and imagination, is a brilliant distillation of the latest scholarship
and a wonderfully evocative account of Ancient Rome.

robin lane fox the classical world: The Classics Caroline Taggart, 2010-10-19 It's no myth:
this lively refresher course fills in all you need to know about ancient studies-from Zeus's throne to
the fall of Rome-in pithy little quips. It covers the impressive advances made by Greek and Roman
societies, from language to medicine, from art to architecture. You'll learn: The Greek alphabet, from
alpha to omega The history and characteristics that define Greek and Roman architecture and its
influence on modern building Greek and Latin words, which make up more than 30 percent of the
words in the English language, and how you can build your vocabulary by learning the roots The
Greek and Roman gods, the mythology surrounding them, and the part these figures play in our
culture Almost 1,000 years of Greek and Roman history, from the birth of democracy to Caesar's
empire The philosophies taught by Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle and what their ideas have
contributed to the world we live in today How modern cultural staples such as the Olympics were
formed by classical literature written by authors such as Homer and Cicero A fascinating
introduction to the world that became the foundation for Western Civilization, The Classics puts the
same information from stuffy textbooks at your fingertips in one entertaining read. Make this and all
of the Blackboard Books(tm) a permanent fixture on your shelf, and you'll have instant access to a
breadth of knowledge. Whether you need homework help or want to win that trivia game, this series
is the trusted source for fun facts.

robin lane fox the classical world: The Rough Guide to Greece Rough Guides, 2015-04-01 The
Rough Guide to Greece has been the definitive guidebook to the country. With user-friendly
accommodation and eating reviews, crystal-clear maps, detailed background and a journalistic eye
for detail, this is the ideal guide for all your Greece travel needs. Top 5 lists and itineraries will help
you plan your route, with insider tips on the best beaches to escape the crowds. You'll discover the
choicest resorts from boutique to backpacker, get the low down on island hopping from Corfu to Kos
and read expert background on everything from Homer to hiking.

robin lane fox the classical world: Three Wise Men from the East Patrick Whitworth,
2017-05-01 In this work, Patrick Whitworth explores the writings of Basil of Caesarea, Gregory of
Nyssa, and Gregory Nazianzen and shares their understanding of the purpose and scope of theology.

robin lane fox the classical world: Gospel for the Outsider Patrick Whitworth, 2014-12-01 A
useful study guide or resource for individuals and bible study groups who want to take a fresh look
at familiar material. This book looks again at Luke’s writings from the point of view of reaching
“outsiders”.

robin lane fox the classical world: Fallen Glory James Crawford, 2017-03-07 “A narrative
that spans seven millennia, five continents and even reaches into cyberspace. . . . I savored each
page.” —Henry Petroski, Wall Street Journal In Fallen Glory, James Crawford uncovers the
biographies of some of the world’s most fascinating lost and ruined buildings, from the dawn of
civilization to the cyber era. The lives of these iconic structures are packed with drama and intrigue,
featuring war and religion, politics and art, love and betrayal, catastrophe and hope. They provide
the stage for a startling array of characters, including Gilgamesh, the Cretan Minotaur, Agamemnon,
Nefertiti, Genghis Khan, Henry VIII, Catherine the Great, Adolf Hitler, and even Bruce Springsteen.
The twenty-one structures Crawford focuses on include The Tower of Babel, The Temple of



Jerusalem, The Library of Alexandria, The Bastille, Kowloon Walled City, the Berlin Wall, and the
Twin Towers of the World Trade Center. Ranging from the deserts of Iraq, the banks of the Nile and
the cloud forests of Peru, to the great cities of Jerusalem, Istanbul, Paris, Rome, London and New
York, Fallen Glory is a unique guide to a world of vanished architecture. And, by picking through the
fragments of our past, it asks what history’s scattered ruins can tell us about our own future. “Witty
and memorable . . . moving as well as myth-busting.” —Times Literary Supplement (UK) “[An]
elegant, charged book . . . A well-written prize for students of history, archaeology, and urban
planning.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred review “Astute, entertaining, and affecting.” —Booklist “A
lovely, wise book.” —Alexander McCall Smith, New Statesman (UK) “A cabinet of curiosities, a book
of wonders with unexpected excursions and jubilant and haunting marginalia.” —Spectator (UK)

robin lane fox the classical world: International Relations Theory and Regional
Transformation T. V. Paul, 2012-02-23 A comprehensive treatment of regional transformation,
offering insights from different theoretical perspectives and generating a range of policy-relevant
ideas.

robin lane fox the classical world: Leo Deon Meyer, 2025-02-18 “Deon Meyer is one of the
unsung masters.”—Michael Connelly “Deon Meyer’s name on the cover is a guarantee of crime
writing at its best.”—Tess Gerritsen In a corrupt South Africa, the criminals are as likely to be in
government—or even in the police—as on the streets. Two decorated detectives must put their
careers on the line to find the link between three seemingly-unrelated homicides in the latest thriller
in the #1 internationally bestselling series Detectives Benny Griessel and Vaughn Cupido are
languishing in Stellenbosch. Run-of-the-mill police work in the leafy university town is a far cry from
their previous life in Cape Town fighting crime and government corruption at the highest level. Then
a student is found dead on a mountain trail, and the key suspect, a local businessman, is found
murdered in what looks like a professional hit delivering a message—suffocated by fast-action filler
foam sprayed down his throat. On the other side of the country, a beautiful wildlife guide is recruited
by a group of special forces soldiers to act as a honeytrap, part of a dangerous multi-million-dollar
heist that goes tragically wrong. A single link connects the murdered businessman to the special
forces, making Benny and Vaughn'’s case all the more mysterious. Another former soldier is soon
killed, as is an agent of the country’s disgraced former president; and then the heist crew
reorganizes with an even more audacious theft in mind. Following leads as they fly at them, not sure
exactly who to trust and struggling to connect the dots as the motives don’t seem to add up, Benny
and Vaughn find their case increasingly points to the corruption polluting the country. They know
the clock is ticking—and Benny also has to be at the altar on time for his anxiously-anticipated
wedding day.

robin lane fox the classical world: Enterprise Risk Management John R. S. Fraser, Betty
Simkins, 2010-01-07 Essential insights on the various aspects of enterprise risk management If you
want to understand enterprise risk management from some of the leading academics and
practitioners of this exciting new methodology, Enterprise Risk Management is the book for you.
Through in-depth insights into what practitioners of this evolving business practice are actually
doing as well as anticipating what needs to be taught on the topic, John Fraser and Betty Simkins
have sought out the leading experts in this field to clearly explain what enterprise risk management
is and how you can teach, learn, and implement these leading practices within the context of your
business activities. In this book, the authors take a broad view of ERM, or what is called a holistic
approach to ERM. Enterprise Risk Management introduces you to the wide range of concepts and
techniques for managing risk in a holistic way that correctly identifies risks and prioritizes the
appropriate responses. This invaluable guide offers a broad overview of the different types of
techniques: the role of the board, risk tolerances, risk profiles, risk workshops, and allocation of
resources, while focusing on the principles that determine business success. This comprehensive
resource also provides a thorough introduction to enterprise risk management as it relates to credit,
market, and operational risk, as well as the evolving requirements of the rating agencies and their
importance to the overall risk management in a corporate setting. Filled with helpful tables and



charts, Enterprise Risk Management offers a wealth of knowledge on the drivers, the techniques, the
benefits, as well as the pitfalls to avoid, in successfully implementing enterprise risk management.
Discusses the history of risk management and more recently developed enterprise risk management
practices and how you can prudently implement these techniques within the context of your
underlying business activities Provides coverage of topics such as the role of the chief risk officer,
the use of anonymous voting technology, and risk indicators and their role in risk management
Explores the culture and practices of enterprise risk management without getting bogged down by
the mathematics surrounding the more conventional approaches to financial risk management This
informative guide will help you unlock the incredible potential of enterprise risk management, which
has been described as a proxy for good management.

robin lane fox the classical world: Pagans and Christians in the City Steven D. Smith,
2018-11-15 Traditionalist Christians who oppose same-sex marriage and other cultural developments
in the United States wonder why they are being forced to bracket their beliefs in order to participate
in public life. This situation is not new, says Steven D. Smith: Christians two thousand years ago
faced very similar challenges. Picking up poet T. S. Eliot’s World War II-era thesis that the future of
the West would be determined by a contest between Christianity and “modern paganism,” Smith
argues in this book that today’s culture wars can be seen as a reprise of the basic antagonism that
pitted pagans against Christians in the Roman Empire. Smith’s Pagans and Christians in the City
looks at that historical conflict and explores how the same competing ideas continue to clash today.
All of us, Smith shows, have much to learn by observing how patterns from ancient history are
reemerging in today’s most controversial issues.

robin lane fox the classical world: Montaigne and the Art of Free-thinking Richard Scholar,
2010 We know a great deal of what Michel de Montaigne (1533-92), Shakespeare's
near-contemporary and fellow literary mastermind, thinks. We know, because he tells us on page
after page of his Essais, which have marked literature and thought since the European Renaissance
and remain to this day compelling reading. It might seem surprising, with this wealth of evidence at
hand, that Montaigne could prove so elusive in his thinking. Yet elusive he proves, as volatile as he is
voluble. What, we are left wondering, does all that thinking amount to? How is it to be understood?
And what value might it have for us? Montaigne has too often seen his thinking reduced to the
expression of an '-ism'. Richard Scholar investigates the nature - and detail - of Montaigne's evolving
attempts to seek out that elusive thing called truth. Examining at close quarters passages from
across the Essais, Scholar provides twenty-first-century readers with a companion guide to a text
that is rooted in the time and place of its composition and yet continues to speak to the present, to
haunt its readers, to ask them the questions that matter.

robin lane fox the classical world: James, 1 & 2 Peter, and Early Jesus Traditions Alicia ].
Batten, John S. Kloppenborg, 2015-02-26 This book studies comparisons and possible trajectories
between three 'catholic' epistles, and traditions associated with Jesus. Part A analyzes why James
would recall the teachings of Jesus, how he alters these teachings, and what such adaptation
suggests about his audience. Part B turns to the Jesus tradition and 1 and 2 Peter. What can 1
Peter's use of Isaiah 53 tell us about the historical Jesus? How has 1 Peter conflated early Jesus
traditions with those of ancient Judaism in order to develop certain ideas? How does 2 Peter allude
to Gospel traditions? Moreover, how does the author of 2 Peter use early Jesus traditions as a sort of
testimony? The book is an important contribution to scholarship on source criticism, ancient
rhetoric, and the influence of Hellenistic, Judean and Roman traditions on early Christianity.

robin lane fox the classical world: Border Thinking on the Edges of the West Andrew
Davison, 2014-01-21 Drawing on scholarly and life experience on, and over, the historically posited
borders between West and East, the work identifies, interrogates, and challenges a particular,
enduring, violent inheritance - what it means to cross over a border - from the classical origins of
Western political thought. The study has two parts. The first is an effort to work within the Western
tradition to demonstrate its foundational and enduring, violent conception of crossing over borders.
The second is a creative effort to explore and encourage a fundamentally different outlook towards



borders and what it means to be on, at, or over them. The underlying social theoretical disposition of
the work is a form of post-Orientalist hermeneutics; the textual subject matter of the two parts of the
study is linked using Walter Benjamin's concept of the storyteller. The underlying premise of the
work is that the sense of violent possibility on the borders between West and East existed well
before the more recent age of imperialism and even before there was a West or an East to speak of.
That sense is constitutive of a political imagination about borders developed deep within the revered
sources of Western culture. On the other hand, confronting the influence of such violent imaginaries
requires truly novel modes of hermeneutical openness, hospitality and solidarity. Seeking to offer a
new understanding and opening in the study of borders, this work will provide a significant
contribution to several areas including international relations theory, border studies and political
theory.

robin lane fox the classical world: Reading and Writing History from Bruni to Windschuttle
Christian Thorsten Callisen, 2016-04-08 Featuring work by researchers in the fields of early modern
studies, Italian studies, ecclesiastical history and historiography, this volume of essays adds to a rich
corpus of literature on Renaissance and early modern historiography, bringing a unique approach to
several of the problems currently facing the field. Essays fall into three categories: the tensions and
challenges of writing history in Renaissance Italy; the importance of intellectual, philosophical and
political contexts for the reading and writing of history in renaissance and early modern Europe; and
the implications of genre for the reading and writing of history. By collecting essays that cut across a
broad cross-section of the disciplines of history and historiography, the book is able to offer
solutions, encourage discussion, and engage in ongoing debates that bear direct relevance for our
understanding of the origins of modern historical practices. This approach also allows the
contributors to engage with critical questions concerning the continued relevance of history for
political and social life in the past and in the present.

robin lane fox the classical world: The Gifts of Africa Jeff Pearce, 2022-04-15 “The West will
begin to understand Africa when it realizes it’s not talking to a child—it’s talking to its mother.” So
writes Jeff Pearce in the introduction to his fascinating, groundbreaking work, The Gifts of Africa:
How a Continent and Its People Changed the World. We learn early on in school how Europe and
Asia gave us important literature, science, and art, and how their nations changed the course of
history. But what about Africa? There are plenty of books that detail its colonialism, corruption,
famine, and war, but few that discuss the debt owed to African thinkers and innovators. In The Gifts
of Africa, we meet Zera Yacob, an Ethiopian philosopher who developed the same critical approach
and several of the same ideas as René Descartes. We consider how Somalis traded with China, and
we meet the African warrior queens who still inspire national pride. We explore how Liberia’s
Edward Wilmot Blyden deeply influenced Marcus Garvey, and we sneak into the galleries and
theaters of 1920s Paris, where African art and dance first began to make huge impacts on the world.
Relying on meticulous research, Pearce brings to life a rich intellectual legacy and profiles modern
innovators like acclaimed griot Papa Susso and renowned economist George Ayittey from Ghana.
From the ancient Nubians to a Nigerian superstar in modern painting and sculpture, from the father
of sociology in the Maghreb to how the Mau Mau in Kenya influenced Malcom X, The Gifts of Africa
is bold, engaging, and takes the reader on a journey of thousands of years up to the present day.
Past works have reinforced misconceptions about Africa, from its oral traditions and languages to its
resistance to colonial powers. Other books have treated African achievements as a parade of
honorable mentions and novelties. This book is different—refreshingly different. It tells the stories
behind the milestones and provides insights into how great Africans thought, and how they passed
along what they learned. Provocative and entertaining, The Gifts of Africa at last gives the continent
its due, and it should change the way we learn about the interactions of cultures and how we teach
the history of the world.

robin lane fox the classical world: Wolfgang Iser Ben De Bruyn, 2012-05-29 Although
Wolfgang Iser is one of the most influential literary theorists of the twentieth century, there is no
authoritative study about his oeuvre. The present work remedies that problem by analysing Iser’s



German and English writings in detail. Apart from being the first comprehensive account of his
work, this study also modifies the established view of Iser’s theory. In contrast to the idea that his
only contribution to literary studies is the reception theory of the 1970s, this account demonstrates
the importance of Iser’s work on history and anthropology from the 1950s and 1990s. Instead of
exclusively focusing on familiar terms such as ‘indeterminacy’, this analysis also discusses Iser’s
view of modernity, fiction and culture. As this discussion shows, his writings develop a consistent
theory of the novel and the way in which it allows its readers to articulate new views of reality. To
situate this theory, Iser’s institutional and intellectual background is described as well, paying
special attention to the Poetik und Hermeneutik-circle and thinkers like Blumenberg and Kermode.
The continued relevance of his theory is demonstrated via comparisons with recent research on the
novel and memory as well as examples from contemporary novelists like Juli Zeh and Hilary Mantel.
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