
lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence
**Lord of the Nutcracker Men Iain Lawrence: A Deep Dive into the Historical Novel**

lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence is a captivating historical novel that has
captured the hearts of readers who enjoy stories grounded in real events but told through a
compelling narrative lens. This book, written by Canadian author Iain Lawrence, blends
history, adventure, and emotional depth in a way that appeals to both young adult and
adult audiences. If you’re curious about the background, themes, and impact of *Lord of the
Nutcracker Men*, you’re in the right place. Let’s explore what makes this novel a standout
in historical fiction.

About Iain Lawrence and His Writing Style

Iain Lawrence is known for his engaging storytelling and ability to bring historical periods to
life with vivid description and authentic characters. Before *Lord of the Nutcracker Men*,
Lawrence wrote several adventure novels and children’s books, often focusing on themes of
survival, courage, and friendship. His style is straightforward yet evocative, making
complex historical settings accessible and relatable to readers.

In *Lord of the Nutcracker Men*, Lawrence’s talent shines through as he meticulously
researches the First World War, embedding real events and emotions into his fictional
narrative. His writing is both educational and entertaining, which is why the book has been
recommended for classroom reading and historical study.

The Historical Context Behind Lord of the
Nutcracker Men Iain Lawrence

Understanding the backdrop of *Lord of the Nutcracker Men* enriches the reading
experience. The novel is set during World War I, a time when millions of soldiers faced
unimaginable challenges on the battlefields of Europe. The story centers on a young boy
named Charlie, whose father is away fighting in the war. To cope with the uncertainty and
fear, Charlie creates an army of toy soldiers — the "nutcracker men" — which symbolize
bravery and hope.

The Impact of World War I on Families

One of the core themes in *Lord of the Nutcracker Men* is the toll that war takes on
families back home. Through Charlie’s eyes, readers witness the anxiety and resilience of
those left behind. The novel captures the emotional strain of waiting for news, the pain of
loss, and the courage it takes to keep going despite overwhelming odds.



Authenticity Through Historical Detail

Lawrence’s attention to detail is evident in his descriptions of wartime Britain, the trenches,
and the soldiers’ experiences. This historical authenticity not only educates readers about
the realities of World War I but also adds depth to the characters’ struggles. The inclusion
of real events and letters from soldiers helps ground the story in reality, making it a
valuable resource for understanding the human side of war.

Exploring the Themes in Lord of the Nutcracker
Men Iain Lawrence

Beyond its historical setting, the novel explores timeless themes that resonate with readers
of all ages.

Courage and Heroism

Charlie’s toy soldiers represent more than just playthings; they are symbols of bravery in
the face of fear. The story explores how ordinary people, including children, find courage in
difficult times. This theme encourages readers to reflect on their own sources of strength
and resilience.

Loss and Grief

The novel does not shy away from the harsh realities of war, including the loss of loved
ones. It sensitively portrays the process of grieving and the ways families cope with
tragedy. This honest approach helps readers develop empathy and a deeper understanding
of history’s human cost.

Imagination as a Coping Mechanism

Charlie’s creation of the nutcracker men army is a powerful example of how imagination
can help people navigate hardship. The novel shows how storytelling and creativity offer
comfort and hope, a message that remains relevant today.

Why Lord of the Nutcracker Men Stands Out in
Historical Fiction

There are many historical novels about World War I, but *Lord of the Nutcracker Men*
distinguishes itself through its unique perspective and emotional depth.



A Child’s Perspective on War

By telling the story through Charlie’s eyes, Lawrence provides a fresh and poignant
viewpoint. Readers experience the war’s impact not just on soldiers but on the families and
communities waiting anxiously at home. This perspective adds a layer of emotional
complexity that enhances the novel’s appeal.

Combining History with Personal Storytelling

The blend of factual history and personal narrative creates a rich tapestry that educates
and moves readers. This balance makes the book suitable for both entertainment and
learning, supporting its use in educational settings.

Engaging and Accessible Language

Lawrence’s writing is accessible without being simplistic. His prose invites readers into the
world of the novel without overwhelming them with jargon or overly complex sentences.
This approach makes *Lord of the Nutcracker Men* a great choice for young adults and
those new to historical fiction.

Reading Tips for Lord of the Nutcracker Men Iain
Lawrence

If you’re planning to read this novel or recommend it to others, here are some tips to
enhance your experience:

Research World War I Context: Familiarizing yourself with the historical
background can deepen your appreciation of the story’s setting and themes.

Reflect on the Themes: Take time to think about how courage, loss, and
imagination are portrayed and how they relate to today’s challenges.

Discuss the Book: Sharing thoughts with friends, book clubs, or classrooms can
open up new insights and foster meaningful conversations about history and human
resilience.

Pay Attention to Symbolism: Notice how the nutcracker men serve as a symbol
throughout the book, representing hope and bravery.



The Legacy of Lord of the Nutcracker Men Iain
Lawrence

Since its publication, *Lord of the Nutcracker Men* has become a beloved title among
readers interested in historical fiction and World War I stories. It has been praised for its
emotional honesty and educational value, making it a staple in many school reading lists.

The novel continues to inspire readers to look beyond dates and battles to understand the
personal stories behind history. Its combination of historical accuracy and heartfelt
storytelling ensures that it remains relevant and impactful.

Exploring *Lord of the Nutcracker Men Iain Lawrence* offers more than just a glimpse into
the past; it invites readers to connect with universal human experiences — bravery, hope,
and the enduring power of imagination in the darkest times. Whether you’re a history buff
or simply in search of a moving story, this novel provides a rich and rewarding reading
journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Lord of the Nutcracker Men'?
The author of 'Lord of the Nutcracker Men' is Iain Lawrence.

What is the main theme of 'Lord of the Nutcracker Men'
by Iain Lawrence?
The main theme of 'Lord of the Nutcracker Men' is the impact of World War I on families and
the innocence of childhood during wartime.

When was 'Lord of the Nutcracker Men' by Iain
Lawrence published?
'Lord of the Nutcracker Men' was published in 1998.

What is the setting of 'Lord of the Nutcracker Men'?
The story is set during World War I, primarily in Canada and Europe.

Who is the protagonist in 'Lord of the Nutcracker Men'?
The protagonist of the novel is a young boy named Tom, who creates wooden soldiers to
send to his father at war.



What genre does 'Lord of the Nutcracker Men' belong
to?
The book is a historical fiction novel aimed at middle-grade readers.

How does Iain Lawrence portray war in 'Lord of the
Nutcracker Men'?
Iain Lawrence portrays war as harsh and tragic, showing its effects on individuals and
families through the eyes of a child.

Are the nutcracker men in the story symbolic?
Yes, the nutcracker men symbolize hope, protection, and the connection between the boy
and his father during the war.

Has 'Lord of the Nutcracker Men' received any awards
or recognition?
The novel has been praised for its emotional depth and historical accuracy, and it has been
included in various recommended reading lists for children.

What age group is 'Lord of the Nutcracker Men' best
suited for?
'Lord of the Nutcracker Men' is best suited for readers aged 10 to 14, typically middle-grade
readers.

Additional Resources
Lord of the Nutcracker Men by Iain Lawrence: A Thoughtful Exploration of War and
Childhood

lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence stands as a powerful literary work that delves
into the complex intersections of war, innocence, and the resilience of the human spirit.
This historical novel by Canadian author Iain Lawrence offers readers a poignant narrative
set against the backdrop of World War I, skillfully blending the harsh realities of conflict
with the tender perspective of a young protagonist. Through its evocative storytelling and
richly drawn characters, Lord of the Nutcracker Men has garnered attention for its
emotional depth and educational value, making it a noteworthy contribution to young adult
historical fiction.

In-depth Analysis of Lord of the Nutcracker Men



Iain Lawrence’s Lord of the Nutcracker Men stands out for its unique narrative approach,
which juxtaposes the brutality of war with the imaginative world of a child. The story follows
sixteen-year-old Jim and his father, a soldier at the front, as Jim crafts nutcracker soldiers
that symbolize hope, courage, and the longing for peace. The novel explores themes such
as the loss of innocence, the impact of war on families, and the use of art as a coping
mechanism.

One of the novel’s most compelling features is its authentic depiction of World War I’s social
and emotional landscape. Lawrence does not romanticize the war; instead, he provides a
balanced portrayal that acknowledges the horrors while highlighting acts of kindness and
humanity. This perspective is particularly valuable for younger readers who are introduced
to the complexities of history through a personal lens.

Character Development and Narrative Style

The characterization in Lord of the Nutcracker Men is nuanced and relatable. Jim, the
protagonist, is crafted with a depth that reflects the confusion and hopefulness of
adolescence during turbulent times. His relationship with his father serves as the emotional
core of the story, illustrating the sacrifices made by soldiers and their families. Lawrence’s
writing style is clear and accessible, yet layered with metaphor and symbolism, which
enhances the narrative’s literary merit.

The use of the nutcracker figures as a recurring motif enriches the story, symbolizing both
the fragility and strength of those involved in the war. This motif also serves as a vehicle for
Jim’s emotional journey, providing readers with a tangible connection to the abstract
themes of loss and resilience.

Historical Accuracy and Educational Value

Iain Lawrence’s meticulous research is evident throughout the novel, contributing to its
credibility as a historical fiction piece. The author incorporates factual details about World
War I, including trench warfare, military protocols, and home front experiences, without
overwhelming the reader. This careful balance allows the book to function as both an
engaging story and an educational tool.

Educators and historians have praised Lord of the Nutcracker Men for its ability to humanize
history, making it accessible and meaningful to a younger audience. The novel’s alignment
with curriculum standards in history and literature enhances its utility in academic settings.

Comparisons to Other Works in Historical Fiction

When positioned alongside other young adult novels about World War I, such as Michael
Morpurgo’s War Horse or John Boyne’s The Boy in the Striped Pajamas, Lord of the
Nutcracker Men holds its own due to its distinctive narrative voice and thematic focus.
Unlike some works that emphasize battlefield experiences, Lawrence’s novel foregrounds



the home front and personal loss, offering a complementary perspective on the war’s
impact.

Additionally, the symbolic use of the nutcracker figures differentiates the book within the
genre, adding layers of meaning that invite deeper literary analysis. This element
encourages readers to engage critically with the text, considering how objects and art
reflect emotional states and historical realities.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths: The novel excels in emotional resonance, historical authenticity, and the
integration of symbolism. Its accessible prose makes it suitable for a wide age range,
and its themes are timeless and universal.

Limitations: Some readers may find the pacing slow in parts, particularly those
expecting more action-driven narratives. The focus on the home front may also limit
the appeal to those seeking detailed combat scenes.

Lord of the Nutcracker Men Iain Lawrence in the
Context of Contemporary Literature

In today’s literary landscape, where young adult fiction often gravitates towards fantasy
and dystopian themes, Lord of the Nutcracker Men by Iain Lawrence offers a grounded,
historically informed alternative. Its thoughtful treatment of difficult subjects like war and
grief reflects a growing trend towards more serious and reflective YA literature. This novel
invites readers to consider history not just as a series of events but as lived experiences
that shape individuals and families.

The book’s SEO relevance is further enhanced by its engagement with themes common in
educational searches, such as World War I historical fiction, young adult war novels, and
Canadian literature for youth. These keywords, integrated naturally within discussions of
the novel’s content and significance, contribute to its discoverability among students,
educators, and literary enthusiasts.

Exploring the narrative and thematic richness of Lord of the Nutcracker Men underscores
Iain Lawrence’s skill in crafting stories that resonate across generations. The novel remains
a significant work for those seeking to understand the human dimensions of war through
the eyes of youth and the enduring power of hope and creativity.



Lord Of The Nutcracker Men Iain Lawrence

  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: Lord of the Nutcracker Men Iain Lawrence,
2009-01-16 Ten-year-old Johnny eagerly plays at war with the army of nutcracker soldiers his
toymaker father whittles for him. He demolishes imaginary foes. But in 1914 Germany looms as the
real enemy of Europe, and all too soon Johnny’s father is swept up in the war to end all wars. He
proudly enlists with his British countrymen to fight at the front in France. The war, though, is
nothing like what any soldier or person at home expected. The letters that arrive from Johnny’s dad
reveal the ugly realities of combat — and the soldiers he carves and encloses begin to bear its scars.
Still, Johnny adds these soldiers to his armies of Huns, Tommies, and Frenchmen, engaging them in
furious fights. But when these games seem to foretell his dad’s real battles, Johnny thinks he
possesses godlike powers over his wooden men. He fears he controls his father’s fate, the lives of all
the soldiers in no-man’s land, and the outcome of the war itself.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: Ghost Boy Iain Lawrence, 2002-05-14 Harold
Kline is an albino--an outcast. Folks stare and taunt, calling him Ghost Boy. It's been that way all of
his 14 years. So when the circus comes to town, Harold runs off to join it. Full of colorful performers,
the circus seems like the answer to Harold's loneliness. He's eager to meet the Cannibal King, a
sideshow attraction who's an albino too. He's touched that Princess Minikin and the Fossil Man, two
other sideshow curiosities, embrace him like a son. He's in love with Flip, the beguiling horse
trainer, and awed by the all-knowing Gypsy Magda. Most of all, Harold is proud of training the
elephants, and of earning respect and a sense of normality. Even at the circus, though, two groups
exist--the freaks, and everyone else. Harold straddles both groups. But fitting in with those who are
normal comes at a price, and sometimes it's recognizing the truth beneath what's apparent that
ultimately leads to happiness . . . and turns a boy into a man.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: The Lightkeeper's Daughter Iain Lawrence,
2007-12-18 Three years have passed since Squid McCrae last saw her parents and the remote island
where she grew up. She returns now at seventeen, a young woman with a daughter in tow. The visit,
she knows, will be rough. Lizzie Island–paradise to some, a stifling prison to others–brings an
onslaught of memories. It is the place of Squid’s idyllic childhood, where she and her brother,
Alastair, blossomed into precocious adolescents. But Lizzie Island is also the place where Alastair
died. Now the past collides with the present as Squid’s homecoming unleashes bittersweet
recollections, revelations, and accusations. But nothing is what it appears to be. No one possesses
the complete truth, and no one is without blame. From the Hardcover edition.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: I Am the Cheese Robert Cormier, 2007-09-11
Before there was Lois Lowry’s The Giver or M. T. Anderson’s Feed, there was Robert Cormier’s I Am
the Cheese, a subversive classic that broke new ground for YA literature. A boy’s search for his
father becomes a desperate journey to unlock a secret past. But the past must not be remembered if
the boy is to survive. As he searches for the truth that hovers at the edge of his mind, the boy—and
readers—arrive at a shattering conclusion. “An absorbing, even brilliant job. The book is assembled
in mosaic fashion: a tiny chip here, a chip there. . . . Everything is related to something else;
everything builds and builds to a fearsome climax. . . . [Cormier] has the knack of making horror out
of the ordinary, as the masters of suspense know how to do.”—The New York Times Book Review “A
horrifying tale of government corruption, espionage, and counter espionage told by an innocent
young victim. . . . The buildup of suspense is terrific.”—School Library Journal, starred review An
ALA Notable Children’s Book A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year A Horn Book Fanfare A
Library of Congress Children’s Book of the Year A Colorado Blue Spruce Young Adult Book Award
Nominee
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: The Chocolate War Robert Cormier, 2004-09-14
One of the most controversial YA novels of all time, The Chocolate War is a modern masterpiece that
speaks to fans of S. E. Hinton’s The Outsiders and John Knowles’s A Separate Peace. After suffering

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-187/lord-of-the-nutcracker-men-iain-lawrence.pdf


rejection from seven major publishers, The Chocolate War made its debut in 1974, and quickly
became a bestselling—and provocative—classic for young adults. This chilling portrait of an all-boys
prep school casts an unflinching eye on the pitfalls of conformity and corruption in our most elite
cultural institutions. “Masterfully structured and rich in theme; the action is well crafted, well timed,
suspenseful.”—The New York Times Book Review “The characterizations of all the boys are
superb.”—School Library Journal, starred review “Compellingly immediate. . . . Readers will respect
the uncompromising ending.”—Kirkus Reviews, starred review An ALA Best Book for Young Adults A
School Library Journal Best Book of the Year A Kirkus Reviews Editor’s Choice A New York Times
Outstanding Book of the Year
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: Colibri Ann Cameron, 2005-09-13 When Tzunún
was little, her mother nicknamed her Colibrí, Spanish for “hummingbird.” At age four, Colibrí is
kidnapped from her parents in Guatemala City and ever since she’s traveled with Uncle, the
ex-soldier and wandering beggar, who renamed her Rosa. Uncle told Rosa that he looked for her
parents, but never found them.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: The Second Summer of the Sisterhood Ann
Brashares, 2003-04-22 The second novel in the wildly popular #1 New York Times bestselling
Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants series, from the author of The Whole Thing Together and The Here
and Now. With a bit of last summer’s sand in the pockets, the Traveling Pants and the sisterhood
who wears them—Lena, Tibby, Bridget, and Carmen—embark on their second summer together.
Pants = love. Love your pals. Love yourself. “Light and romantic. —The New York Times “Fits like a
favorite pair of pants.” —USA Today “A great summer read.” —The Sacramento Bee “As comfortable
as an old pair of jeans.” —Kirkus Reviews, Starred
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: British Children's Literature and the First
World War David Budgen, 2018-05-17 Perceptions of the Great War have changed significantly
since its outbreak and children's authors have continually attempted to engage with those changes,
explaining and interpreting the events of 1914-18 for young readers. British Children's Literature
and the First World War examines the role novels, textbooks and story papers have played in
shaping and reflecting understandings of the conflict throughout the 20th century. David Budgen
focuses on representations of the conflict since its onset in 1914, ending with the centenary
commemorations of 2014. From the works of Percy F. Westerman and Angela Brazil, to more recent
tales by Michael Morpurgo and Pat Mills, Budgen traces developments of understanding and raises
important questions about the presentation of history to the young. He considers such issues as the
motivations of children's authors, and whether modern children's books about the past are
necessarily more accurate than those written by their forebears. Why, for example, do modern
writers tend to ignore the global aspects of the First World War? Did detailed narratives of battles
written during the war really convey the truth of the conflict? Most importantly, he considers
whether works aimed at children can ever achieve anything more than a partial and skewed
response to such complex and tumultuous events.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: Boys and Girls in No Man's Land Susan Fisher,
2011-04-09 Boys and Girls in No Man's Land examines how the First World War entered the lives
and imaginations of Canadian children. Drawing on educational materials, textbooks, adventure
tales, plays, and Sunday-school papers, this study explores the role of children in the nation's war
effort. Susan R. Fisher also considers how the representation of the war has changed in Canadian
children's literature. During the war, the conflict was invariably presented as noble and thrilling, but
recent Canadian children's books paint a very different picture. What once was regarded a morally
uplifting struggle, rich in lessons of service and sacrifice, is now presented as pointless slaughter.
This shift in tone and content reveals profound changes in Canadian attitudes not only towards the
First World War but also towards patriotism, duty, and the shaping of the moral citizen.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: The Rag and Bone Shop Robert Cormier,
2001-12-04 Twelve-year old Jason is accused of the brutal murder of a young girl. Is he innocent or
guilty? The shocked town calls on an interrogator with a stellar reputation: he always gets a



confession. The confrontation between Jason and his interrogator forms the chilling climax of this
terrifying look at what can happen when the pursuit of justice becomes a personal crusade for
victory at any cost.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: The Silent Boy Lois Lowry, 2005-01-01
Determined to become a doctor like her father when she grows up, Katy has a good sense for people
and their sicknesses, so when she befriends Jacob, she sees that there is something in him that
needs to be revealed.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: Dr. Franklin's Island Ann Halam, 2007-12-18
Semi, Miranda, and Arnie are part of a group of 50 British Young Conservationists on their way to a
wildlife conservation station deep in the rain forests of Ecuador. After a terrifying mid-air disaster
and subsequent crash, these three are the sole survivors, stranded together on a deserted tropical
island. Or so they think. Semi, Miranda, and Arnie stumble into the hands of Dr. Franklin, a mad
scientist who’s been waiting for them, eager to use them as specimens for his experiments in genetic
engineering.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: Toward a 21st-Century School Library Media
Program Esther Rosenfeld, David V. Loertscher, 2007-10-15 A collection of articles written by
leading experts in the school library field that explain how school teachers, librarians, and
administrators can work together to improve library services and meet the needs of all students.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: Home Learning Year by Year, Revised and
Updated Rebecca Rupp, 2020-01-21 A comprehensive guide to designing homeschool curriculum,
from one of the country’s foremost homeschooling experts—now revised and updated!
Homeschooling can be a tremendous gift to your children—a personalized educational experience
tailored to each kid’s interests, abilities, and learning styles. But what to teach, and when, and how?
Especially for first-time homeschoolers, the prospect of tackling an annual curriculum can be
daunting. In Home Learning Year by Year, Rebecca Rupp presents comprehensive plans from
preschool through high school, covering integral subjects for each grade, with lists of topics
commonly presented at each level, recommended resource and reading lists, and suggestions for
creative alternative options and approaches. Included, along with all the educational basics, are
techniques and resources for teaching everything from philosophy to engineering, as well as
suggestions for dealing with such sensitive topics as sex education. Now revised throughout with
all-new updates featuring the most effective and up-to-date methods and reading guides to
homeschool your child at all ages, Home Learning Year by Year continues to be the definitive book
for the homeschooling parent.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: The Giant-Slayer Iain Lawrence, 2012-01-10 A
girl’s imagination transports polio-afflicted kids into a fantastic world. The spring of 1955 tests
Laurie Valentine’s gifts as a storyteller. After her friend Dickie contracts polio and finds himself
confined to an iron lung, Laurie visits him in the hospital. There she meets Carolyn and Chip, two
other kids trapped inside the breathing machines. Laurie’s first impulse is to flee, but Dickie begs
her to tell them a story. And so Laurie begins her tale of Collosso, a rampaging giant, and Jimmy, a
tiny boy whose destiny is to become a slayer of giants. As Laurie embellishes her tale with gnomes,
unicorns, gryphons, and other fanciful creatures, Dickie comes to believe that he is a character in
her story. Little by little Carolyn, Chip, and other kids who come to listen, recognize counterparts as
well. Laurie’s tale is so powerful that when she’s prevented from continuing it, Dickie, Carolyn, and
Chip take turns as narrators. Each helps bring the story of Collosso and Jimmy to an end—changing
the lives of those in the polio ward in startling ways.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: Only Remembered Michael Morpurgo, 2014-07-03
Published to mark the centenary of the outbreak of the First World War, this beautiful anthology
collects favourite extracts, poems and images from some of the UK’s leading cultural, political and
literary figures. Poems, short stories, personal letters, newspaper articles, scripts, photographs and
paintings are just some of the elements of this astonishing collection, with cover and artwork by
renowned illustrator, Ian Beck. Among the many contributors are Her Royal Highness the Duchess



of Cornwall, Sir Andrew Motion, Miranda Hart, Dame Jacqueline Wilson, Anthony Horowitz, Eoin
Colfer, Antony Beevor, Emma Thompson, David Almond, Dr Rowan Williams, Richard Curtis, Joanna
Lumley, Raymond Briggs, Shami Chakrabarti and Sir Tony Robinson. Royalties from the publication
will be spilt between the Royal British Legion and projects for soldiers' children and families at
SSAFA.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: Secret Heart David Almond, 2009-01-16 Joe
Maloney is out of place in this world. His mother wants him to be a man, and he can’t be that yet.
His only friend, Stanny Mole, wants to teach him how to kill, and Joe can’t learn that. Joe’s mind is
always somewhere else: on the weird creatures he sees in the distant sky, the songs he hears in the
air around him, the vibrations of life he feels everywhere. Everybody laughs at Joe Maloney. And
then a tattered circus comes to town, and a tiger comes for him. It leads him out into the night, and
nothing in Joe Maloney’s world is ever the same again. The transformative power of imagination and
beauty flows through this story of a boy who walks where others wouldn’t dare to go, a boy with the
heart of a tiger, an unlikely hero who knows that sometimes the most important things are the most
mysterious.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: The Seance Iain Lawrence, 2008-07-08
SCOOTER KING UNDERSTANDS illusions. In the midst of the Roaring Twenties, he performs them
behind the scenes at his mother’s séances, giving the impression that Madam King communicates
with the dead. Scooter also admires Harry Houdini and can hardly wait to see the famed magician
escape from his razzle-dazzle Burmese Torture Tank. But when Scooter stumbles upon a dead body
in the visiting Houdini’s tank, it’s no illusion. Who could the murderer be? And did he—or she—kill
the right person? As Scooter sets out to unmask the killer, the mysterious worlds of mediums,
séances, and magic are revealed. No one is above suspicion, and appearances are deceiving. If
Scooter doesn’t sort out the clues—and fast—he may end up as the next dead body. From the
Hardcover edition.
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: For All Time Caroline B. Cooney, 2009-01-21
Annie Lockwood is testing Time. She’s traveled through it before, but always at Time’s bidding. Now
she is asking Time to take her to the year 1899, when Strat is in Cairo. But Time doesn’t like to be
tested. In what feels like a cruel joke, Annie is transported to ancient Egypt, thousands of years
before Strat was born — to a world far removed from the one she knows. Meanwhile, in 1899, Strat
is photographing the same pyramids that Annie walks among. But while Strat eagerly awaits Annie’s
arrival, another visitor arrives: his father, Hiram Stratton, Sr., has come to Egypt to collect his son.
Powerless, Annie and Strat both look to Time. Can its force, which brought them together once, help
them find each other again?
  lord of the nutcracker men iain lawrence: Milkweed Jerry Spinelli, 2003-09-09 A stunning
novel of the Holocaust from Newbery Medalist, Jerry Spinelli. And don't miss the author's highly
anticipated new novel, Dead Wednesday! He's a boy called Jew. Gypsy. Stopthief. Filthy son of
Abraham. He's a boy who lives in the streets of Warsaw. He's a boy who steals food for himself, and
the other orphans. He's a boy who believes in bread, and mothers, and angels. He's a boy who wants
to be a Nazi, with tall, shiny jackboots of his own-until the day that suddenly makes him change his
mind. And when the trains come to empty the Jews from the ghetto of the damned, he's a boy who
realizes it's safest of all to be nobody. Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli takes us to one of the most
devastating settings imaginable-Nazi-occupied Warsaw during World War II-and tells a tale of
heartbreak, hope, and survival through the bright eyes of a young Holocaust orphan.
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