legion by william peter blatty

**Legion by William Peter Blatty: A Deep Dive into the Sequel to The Exorcist**

legion by william peter blatty is a fascinating continuation of the story that began with his iconic novel,
*The Exorcist*. Published in 1983, this novel takes readers back into the eerie and unsettling world
where faith, evil, and the supernatural collide. Unlike its predecessor, *Legion* delves into a more
psychological and metaphysical exploration of evil, offering a fresh perspective while retaining the
chilling atmosphere that fans of Blatty have come to expect. If you’ve ever been intrigued by demonic
possession, theological debates, and the battle between good and evil, *Legion* is a compelling read

that deserves attention.

The Origins of Legion by William Peter Blatty

William Peter Blatty became a household name after the success of *The Exorcist*, which not only
became a bestseller but also spawned one of the most legendary horror films of all time. Given the
massive impact of the original story, many wondered if Blatty would ever revisit the characters and
themes he had created. *Legion* answers that call, serving as a direct sequel to *The Exorcist* and

focusing on the character of Lieutenant Kinderman.

From The Exorcist to Legion: The Continuity of Characters

One of the compelling aspects of *Legion by William Peter Blatty* is how it continues the journey of
Lieutenant Kinderman, a detective who played a pivotal role in *The Exorcist®. In this novel, Kinderman
is drawn into a complex murder investigation that seems to blur the lines between reality and the
supernatural. This continuation offers fans a chance to see how Kinderman’s beliefs and experiences

evolve in the face of mounting darkness.



Plot Overview: What to Expect in Legion

At the heart of *Legion* lies a mysterious and grisly murder case involving a priest, which leads
Kinderman to confront forces beyond human comprehension. The novel masterfully blends elements of
detective fiction with supernatural horror, creating a narrative that keeps readers guessing. Blatty’s

skillful storytelling ensures that the pacing is taut, and every twist adds layers to the central mystery.

The Intersection of Faith and Doubt

*Legion* delves deeply into themes of faith, doubt, and the nature of evil. Kinderman’s investigation
challenges his understanding of the world, forcing him to grapple with questions about God, the Deuvil,
and human morality. This philosophical underpinning enriches the horror elements, making the novel

more than just a ghost story—it becomes a meditation on belief itself.

William Peter Blatty’s Writing Style in Legion

Blatty’s prose in *Legion* is a perfect blend of suspenseful narrative and intellectual depth. His ability
to weave theological concepts into a gripping thriller sets this novel apart from typical horror fare.
Readers who appreciate a thoughtful approach to supernatural themes will find *Legion* especially

rewarding.

Atmosphere and Tone

The atmosphere in *Legion* is charged with tension and unease. Blatty doesn’t rely heavily on jump
scares; instead, he builds a pervasive sense of dread through psychological tension and unsettling

dialogue. This approach makes the horror feel more real and immediate, amplifying the novel’s impact.



Legion in the Context of Horror Literature

While *The Exorcist® is often credited with defining modern demonic possession stories, *Legion by
William Peter Blatty* expands the landscape by incorporating detective fiction and philosophical

inquiry. This blend sets it apart from other horror novels of its time and even today.

Influence on Later Works

*Legion® has inspired various adaptations and influenced writers exploring the darker aspects of faith
and evil. Its unique narrative style has paved the way for horror stories that are as intellectually

engaging as they are terrifying.

Exploring the Theological Themes in Legion

One of the standout features of *Legion* is its exploration of theological questions. Blatty was a devout
Catholic, and his faith deeply informs his writing. The novel wrestles with issues like the existence of

evil, the power of redemption, and the mysteries of divine justice.

Good vs. Evil: A Complex Battle

Rather than portraying good and evil as clear-cut forces, *Legion* presents them as complex and
intertwined. Characters in the novel often face moral ambiguity, which adds depth to the story and

prompts readers to reflect on their own beliefs.



Why Read Legion by William Peter Blatty?

If you’re a fan of horror that makes you think, *Legion* offers a rare combination of spine-chilling
suspense and profound philosophical inquiry. It’s perfect for readers who enjoy:

¢ Psychological horror and supernatural mystery

¢ Thought-provoking theological debates

e A gripping detective storyline intertwined with dark themes

¢ Character-driven narratives with emotional depth

Tips for First-Time Readers

For those new to Blatty’s work, it might be helpful to read *The Exorcist* first, as *Legion* builds upon
its characters and themes. However, *Legion* stands on its own as a compelling novel, so don’t
hesitate to dive in directly. Keep an open mind to the philosophical questions raised and enjoy the

slow-building suspense.

Legion’s Place in William Peter Blatty’s Legacy

Blatty’s contribution to horror literature goes beyond just scares; he brought intellectual rigor and
theological depth into a genre often dismissed as mere entertainment. *Legion* exemplifies this

approach, cementing Blatty’s reputation as a writer who challenges readers to confront the darkest



aspects of faith and humanity.

As a sequel, *Legion by William Peter Blatty* not only honors the legacy of *The Exorcist* but also
expands it by offering a fresh, nuanced take on the eternal struggle between light and darkness.
Whether you’re a longtime fan or discovering Blatty’s work for the first time, this novel invites you to

explore a world where nothing is quite as simple as it seems.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Legion’ by William Peter Blatty about?

'Legion’ is a horror novel by William Peter Blatty that serves as a sequel to his famous book 'The
Exorcist." It follows a detective investigating a series of gruesome murders that appear to be connected

to demonic possession and religious themes.

Is 'Legion’ related to 'The Exorcist' movie?

Yes, 'Legion' is a sequel to William Peter Blatty's novel "The Exorcist,’ which was adapted into the

iconic horror film. 'Legion’ continues exploring themes of possession and faith.

When was 'Legion’ by William Peter Blatty published?

'Legion' was published in 1983 as a follow-up to Blatty's successful novel 'The Exorcist.'

What genre does 'Legion’ belong to?

'‘Legion' is primarily a horror novel with elements of thriller and supernatural fiction.

Are there any film adaptations of 'Legion' by William Peter Blatty?

Yes, 'Legion' was adapted into a film titled 'The Exorcist llI' in 1990, which was written and directed by

William Peter Blatty himself.



Who is the main protagonist in 'Legion'?
The main protagonist in 'Legion’' is Lieutenant Kinderman, a police detective who investigates the

mysterious and supernatural murders featured in the story.

How does 'Legion’ expand on themes from 'The Exorcist'?

'‘Legion' expands on themes of faith, good versus evil, and the nature of demonic possession, but it

also incorporates a psychological thriller aspect through the murder investigation plot.

What inspired William Peter Blatty to write 'Legion'?

Blatty was inspired to write 'Legion' after the success of 'The Exorcist,' aiming to explore further the

battle between good and evil as well as the psychological elements of horror.

Is 'Legion’ suitable for readers who enjoyed 'The Exorcist'?

Yes, readers who enjoyed 'The Exorcist' will likely appreciate 'Legion' as it continues in a similar vein

with complex characters, dark themes, and a suspenseful storyline.

What is the significance of the title 'Legion’ in William Peter Blatty's
novel?

The title 'Legion' refers to a biblical passage where a man possessed by many demons says, 'My
name is Legion, for we are many.' This reflects the novel's focus on demonic possession and the

multitude of evil forces at work.

Additional Resources

Legion by William Peter Blatty: An In-Depth Exploration of the Sequel to The Exorcist

legion by william peter blatty stands as a noteworthy sequel to the iconic horror novel The Exorcist.



Published in 1983, this novel continues to delve into the themes of faith, evil, and the supernatural
through a narrative that intertwines psychological suspense with theological inquiry. William Peter
Blatty, renowned for his masterful storytelling and ability to evoke terror, crafts Legion with a distinctive

style that both complements and contrasts with his earlier work.

Contextualizing Legion within William Peter Blatty’s Oeuvre

William Peter Blatty’s reputation was largely cemented by The Exorcist, a novel that redefined horror
fiction in the 1970s. Legion by William Peter Blatty follows this success, offering readers a continuation
of the battle between good and evil, but with a more cerebral and investigative approach. While The
Exorcist focused on the harrowing possession of Regan MacNeil, Legion shifts its narrative to a

detective story format involving Lieutenant Kinderman, a character introduced in the previous novel.

The transition from the overt horror of demonic possession to the psychological tension of a murder
investigation marks a significant stylistic evolution. This shift invites readers to engage with the novel

not only as a horror story but also as a philosophical exploration of morality and justice.

Plot Overview and Thematic Depth

At its core, Legion by William Peter Blatty is centered around the mysterious Killings perpetrated by an
elusive figure known as “The Gemini Killer.” Lieutenant Kinderman’s investigation is complicated when
evidence suggests a supernatural dimension to the crimes, blurring the line between reality and the

metaphysical.

The novel grapples with complex themes such as:

e The Nature of Evil: Blatty explores whether evil is an external force or an intrinsic human

condition.



e Faith and Doubt: The narrative probes the struggles of belief in the face of inexplicable events.

¢ The Human Psyche: The story delves into psychological motivations behind violence and the

manifestation of guilt.

These themes are woven into the detective framework, making Legion not just a horror novel but also

a work of philosophical inquiry.

Comparative Analysis: Legion and The Exorcist

Although Legion by William Peter Blatty is a sequel, it diverges in tone and structure from The
Exorcist. Where the latter employs visceral horror elements and explicit supernatural occurrences,
Legion adopts a more subtle approach. It relies heavily on suspense and ambiguity, prompting readers

to question the reliability of perception and the existence of the demonic.
o Style: The Exorcist’s narrative is direct and emotionally intense, while Legion uses a procedural,
almost noir style.

e Character Focus: Legion provides deeper insight into Lieutenant Kinderman’s character,

emphasizing his moral and spiritual dilemmas.

¢ Atmosphere: The claustrophobic horror of possession in The Exorcist contrasts with the

investigative tension in Legion.

This evolution in storytelling reflects Blatty’s willingness to experiment with genre boundaries,

enhancing the intellectual engagement of his audience.



Literary Devices and Narrative Techniques

Blatty’s craftsmanship in Legion by William Peter Blatty is evident through his use of narrative devices

that enrich the story’s complexity. The novel employs:

1. First-Person Perspective: Lieutenant Kinderman’s viewpoint offers a subjective lens that

heightens suspense.

2. Symbolism: Religious symbolism permeates the text, underscoring the battle between good and

evil.

3. Dialogue-Driven Scenes: Conversations reveal philosophical debates, adding depth to character

development.

These techniques facilitate a layered reading experience that appeals to both horror enthusiasts and

those interested in theological discourse.

Reception and Legacy of Legion by William Peter Blatty

Upon release, Legion by William Peter Blatty received mixed reviews, with some critics praising its
intellectual ambition while others lamented its departure from the horror intensity of The Exorcist.
Nevertheless, it has maintained a dedicated readership, especially among fans intrigued by its

exploration of moral ambiguity and spiritual warfare.

The novel’s adaptation into the film “The Exorcist 1lI” in 1990 further cemented its place in popular
culture. The cinematic version, directed by Blatty himself, faithfully captured the novel’s tone, blending

detective noir with supernatural horror.



Pros and Cons in Reader Reception

¢ Pros:

o Rich thematic content that challenges readers intellectually.

o Complex characters with nuanced motivations.

o Unique blending of horror and detective genres.

e Cons:

o Less overt horror may disappoint fans seeking traditional scares.

o Philosophical dialogues can slow narrative pacing.

o Ambiguous supernatural elements might frustrate readers preferring clear resolution.

These factors contribute to the novel’s standing as a thought-provoking but polarizing work within the

horror literature landscape.



Why Legion by William Peter Blatty Remains Relevant Today

In an era where horror fiction often relies on jump scares and graphic content, Legion by William Peter
Blatty offers a refreshing alternative that emphasizes psychological depth and moral complexity. Its
investigation of faith, evil, and human nature resonates with contemporary readers interested in the

intersection of spirituality and crime.

Furthermore, the novel’s fusion of genres anticipates modern storytelling trends that blur traditional

boundaries, making it a precursor to many contemporary works in horror and thriller fiction.

For scholars and enthusiasts alike, Legion serves as a compelling case study in how horror can

transcend simple fright to provoke profound reflection.

Exploring Legion by William Peter Blatty reveals a narrative rich with suspense, theological
questioning, and human drama. Through its layered storytelling and philosophical undertones, the
novel invites readers to confront unsettling questions about the nature of evil and the resilience of faith,

ensuring its enduring place in the canon of horror literature.

Legion By William Peter Blatty

legion by william peter blatty: Exorcist III William Peter Blatty, 1990-07 The Exorcist and
The Exorcist Part II were tremendous movie box office successes, and The Exorcist III: Legion will
prove to be no exception. When this frightening film is released this summer, scores of moviegoers
will make Legion a paperback bestseller!

legion by william peter blatty: Legion Blatty, William Peter Blatty, 1984

legion by william peter blatty: Legion William Peter Blatty, 2011-02-01 Just in time for the
40th anniversary of The Exorcist -- Legion, a classic tale of horror, is back in print! A young boy is
found horribly murdered in a mock crucifixion. Is the murderer the elderly woman who witnessed
the crime? A neurologist who can no longer bear the pain life inflicts on its victims? A psychiatrist
with a macabre sense of humor and a guilty secret? A mysterious mental patient, locked in silent
isolation? Lieutenant Kinderman follows a bewildering trail that links all these people, confronting a
new enigma at every turn even as more murders surface. Why does each victim suffer the same
dreadful mutilations? Why are two of the victims priests? Is there a connection between these crimes
and another series of murders that took place twelve years ago—and supposedly ended with the
death of the killer? Legion is a novel of breathtaking energy and suspense. But more than this, it is
an extraordinary journey into the uncharted depths of the human mind and the most agonizing


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-187/legion-by-william-peter-blatty.pdf

questions of the human condition. The answers are revealed in a climax so stunning that it could
only have been written by the author of The Exorcist—William Peter Blatty.

legion by william peter blatty: The Exorcist and Legion William Peter Blatty, 2010

legion by william peter blatty: My Name is Legion Michael Willett Newheart, 2004 In My
Name is Legion Professor Newheart interfaces narrative and psychological criticism with historical
perspectives, cultural examination, and poetic reflection to create this unique book-length treatment
of the Gerasene demoniac that is described in Mark 5:1-20.

legion by william peter blatty: The Exorcist Legacy Nat Segaloff, 2023-07-25 Since 1973,
The Exorcist and its progeny have scared and inspired half a century of filmgoers. Now, on the 50th
anniversary of the original movie release, this is the definitive, fascinating story of the scariest movie
ever made and its lasting impact as one of the most shocking, influential, and successful adventures
in the history of film. Written by Nat Segaloff, an original publicist for the movie and the acclaimed
biographer of its director, with a foreword from John Russo, author and cowriter of the seminal
horror film Night of the Living Dead. On December 26, 1973, The Exorcist was released. Within days
it had become legend. Moviegoers braved hours-long lines in winter weather to see it. Some
audience members famously fainted or vomited. Half a century later, the movie that both inspired
and transcends the modern horror genre has lost none of its power to terrify and unsettle. The
Exorcist Legacy reveals the complete story of this cultural phenomenon, from the real-life exorcism
in 1949 Maryland that inspired William Peter Blatty’s bestselling novel on which the movie is based,
to its many sequels, prequels, TV series, and homages. Nat Segaloff, biographer of the film’s
director, William Friedkin, draws on original interviews with cast, crew, and participants as well as
revelations from personal papers to present an intriguing and surprising new view of the making of
the movie, and its aftermath. Segaloff also examines as never before the keys to the movie’s
enduring appeal. Friedkin and Blatty’s goal was far more ambitious than making a scary movie; they
aimed to make people “think about the concept of good and evil.” The Exorcist succeeds, and then
some, not just by creating on-screen scares, but by challenging viewers’ deepest personal
beliefs—and fears.

legion by william peter blatty: Spirit Possession around the World Joseph P. Laycock,
2015-05-26 This book provides a fascinating historical and cultural overview of traditional beliefs
about spirit possession and exorcism around the world, from Europe to Asia and the Middle East to
the Americas. Possession and exorcism are elements that occur in nearly every culture. Why is belief
in spiritual possession so universal? This accessible reference volume offers a broad sample of the
traditions and cultures involving possession and exorcism, presenting thoughts on this widely
popular topic by experts from the fields of anthropology, sociology, religious studies, history,
neuroscience, forensics, and theology. The entries cover the subject of possession and exorcism
across all inhabited continents, from the Bronze Age to the 21st century, providing information that
is accessible and intriguing as well as scholarly and authoritative. Beyond addressing the Christian
tradition of possession and exorcism, Pentecostalism, and New Age and less widely known Western
concepts about possession and exorcism, this work examines ideas about possession and exorcism
from other world religions and the indigenous cultures of Asia, Africa, and the Americas. It also
covers historic cases of possession and presents biographies of famous theologians, exorcists, and
possessed individuals. High school and undergraduate readers will learn about world history,
religious and spiritual traditions, and world cultures through a topic that figures prominently in
popular culture and modern entertainment. Bibliographies that accompany each entry as well as a
selected, general bibliography serve to help students locate print and electronic sources of
additional information.

legion by william peter blatty: Horror Films by Subgenre Chris Vander Kaay, Kathleen
Fernandez-Vander Kaay, 2016-02-02 More horror movies are produced and released each year than
any other film genre. While horror enjoys broad popularity, many hardcore fans voraciously consume
films from their favorite subgenres while avoiding others entirely. This says something interesting
about the films and their audiences. This primer and reference guide defines and explores 75



alphabetically listed subgenres of horror film, from Abduction to Witchcraft and two Zombie
subgenres. Each sizeable entry provides a critical survey of the subgenre, a detailed examination of
its characteristic elements and themes, and a discussion of three or four exemplary titles as well as
other titles of interest.

legion by william peter blatty: A Critical Guide to Horror Film Series Ken Hanke,
2013-12-04 In this book the author takes a fresh look at horror film series as series and presents an
understanding of how the genre thrived in this format for a large portion of its history. It sheds light
on older films such as the Universal and the Hammer series films on Dracula, Frankenstein and the
Mummy as well as putting more recent series into perspective, such as The Nightmare on Elm Street
films. A well rounded review of these films and investigation into their success as a format, this
useful volume, originally published in 1991, offers an attempt to understand the marriage of horror
and the series film, with its pluses as well as minuses.

legion by william peter blatty: Possessed Child Narratives in Literature and Film A.
Schober, 2004-07-30 This book undertakes a study of the trope of possessed child in literature and
film. It argues that the possessed child is fundamentally an American phenomenon which, first, may
be traced to the Calvinist bias of the US as a nation founded on Puritanism and, second, to the rise
of Catholicism in that country, to which Puritanism owes its origins.

legion by william peter blatty: A Dark Night's Dreaming Tony Magistrale, Michael A.
Morrison, 1996 A Dark Night's Dreaming opens by defining the shape of horror fiction today,
illuminating the genre's narrative themes, psychological and social contexts, and historical
development. The core of the volume focuses on the lives and major works of the six who have
dramatically shaped the genre: William Peter Blatty, Thomas Harris, Stephen King, Anne Rice, Peter
Straub, and Whitley Strieber. A final chapter analyzes the complex relationship between horror
fiction and its adaptation to film. Looking beyond the tormented maidens, madmen, monsters, and
other archetypes of the genre, these critics differentiate contemporary Gothic fiction from that of
earlier generations while demonstrating that horror remains one of the most important and
consistent strains connecting the diverse elements of the American literary tradition. They comment
on the genre's enormous popularity and undeniable influence in American society and scrutinize its
changing representations of women, monsters, and gore. The volume concludes with an extensive
bibliography of primary and secondary works.

legion by william peter blatty: A Research Guide to Gothic Literature in English Sherri L.
Brown, Carol Senf, Ellen J. Stockstill, 2018-03-15 The Gothic began as a designation for barbarian
tribes, was associated with the cathedrals of the High Middle Ages, was used to describe a
marginalized literature in the late eighteenth century, and continues today in a variety of forms
(literature, film, graphic novel, video games, and other narrative and artistic forms). Unlike other
recent books in the field that focus on certain aspects of the Gothic, this work directs researchers to
seminal and significant resources on all of its aspects. Annotations will help researchers determine
what materials best suit their needs. A Research Guide to Gothic Literature in English covers Gothic
cultural artifacts such as literature, film, graphic novels, and videogames. This authoritative guide
equips researchers with valuable recent information about noteworthy resources that they can use
to study the Gothic effectively and thoroughly.

legion by william peter blatty: The Lost Decade Chris Horn, 2023-10-19 Provides an analysis
of Hollywood from a fresh viewpoint that shows the careers of Robert Altman, Francis Coppola,
William Friedkin, and others in the 1980s as far from conforming to a monolithic pattern of decline,
but rather as diverse and complex responses to political and industrial changes. The 1980s are
routinely seen as the era of the blockbuster and of 'Reaganite entertainment,' whereas the dominant
view of late 1960s and early 1970s American film history is that of a '"Hollywood Renaissance’, a
relatively brief window of artistry based around a select group of directors. Yet key directors
associated with the Renaissance period remained active throughout the 1980s and their work has
been obscured or dismissed by a narrow, singular model of American film history. This book deals
with industrial contexts that conditioned these directors' ability to work creatively, but it is also very



much about the analysis of individual films, bringing to light a range of unheralded work, from the
visual experimentation of One from the Heart (Coppola, 1981) to the experimental production
contexts of Secret Honor (Altman, 1984) and the stylistic élan of To Live and Die in L.A. (Friedkin,
1985). Behind the homogenous picture of the decline of the auteur in 1980s American cinema are
films and careers that merit greater attention, and this book offers a new way to perceive individual
films, American film history, and the viability of sustained authorial creativity within post-studio era
Hollywood.

legion by william peter blatty: 3000 Facts about Horror Movies James Egan, 2018-05-15 In
one of the Jaws films, the shark roars... even though sharks don't have lungs. The kid who plays
Damien in The Omen punched the director in his private parts during his audition. Johnny Depp
made his film debut in A Nightmare on Elm Street. Kathy Bates is the first actress to win an Oscar
for acting in a horror movie. The word pharaoh is misspelt in the film, The Mummy. In Night of the
Living Dead, the zombies rise from their graves after being exposed to Venusian radiation. A meteor
appears for a second in Jaws. Stephen King was taking cocaine while directing the film, Maximum
Overdrive. Cat People was the first film to have a jump-scare. Hugo Weaving was strongly
considered for the role of Pennywise in IT.

legion by william peter blatty: Horror Films of the 1990s John Kenneth Muir, 2011-10-06
This filmography covers more than 300 horror films released from 1990 through 1999. The horror
genre's trends and cliches are connected to social and cultural phenomena, such as Y2K fears and
the Los Angeles riots. Popular films were about serial killers, aliens, conspiracies, and sinister
interlopers, new monsters who shambled their way into havoc. Each of the films is discussed at
length with detailed credits and critical commentary. There are six appendices: 1990s cliches and
conventions, 1990s hall of fame, memorable ad lines, movie references in Scream, 1990s horrors vs.
The X-Files, and the decade's ten best. Fully indexed, 224 photographs.

legion by william peter blatty: The Literary Filmography Leonard Mustazza, 2006-05-17
From the very infancy of the film industry, filmmakers have relied heavily upon literature as the
foundation for their movie material. Well-known literary works such as Dickens’s A Christmas Carol
and Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter were adapted to film in the silent era, as were such books as
Thomas Dixon’s Jr.’s The Klansman, basis for the film Birth of a Nation. In recent years, Nick
Hornsby’s About a Boy and each of Helen Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s Diary novels were the basis for
popular movies bearing the same names. A guide to English-language works that have been adapted
as theatrical and television films, this volume includes books (both fiction and non-fiction), short
stories, newspaper and magazine articles and poems. Entries are arranged alphabetically by literary
title with cross-listings for films made under different titles. Each entry includes the original work’s
title, author, year of first publication, literary prizes, and a brief plot summary. Information on film
adaptation(s) of the work, including adaptation titles, director, screenwriter, principal cast and the
names of the characters they portray, major awards, and availability in the most common formats
(DVD, VHYS), is also offered.

legion by william peter blatty: New York Magazine , 1986-03-03 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

legion by william peter blatty: Evil Arabs in American Popular Film Tim Jon Semmerling,
2009-06-23 2006 — Runner-up, Arab American National Museum Book Awards The evil Arab has
become a stock character in American popular films, playing the villain opposite American good
guys who fight for the American way. It's not surprising that this stereotype has entered American
popular culture, given the real-world conflicts between the United States and Middle Eastern
countries, particularly since the oil embargo of the 1970s and continuing through the Iranian
hostage crisis, the first and second Gulf Wars, and the ongoing struggle against al-Qaeda. But when



one compares the evil Arab of popular culture to real Arab people, the stereotype falls apart. In this
thought-provoking book, Tim Jon Semmerling further dismantles the evil Arab stereotype by showing
how American cultural fears, which stem from challenges to our national ideologies and myths, have
driven us to create the evil Arab Other. Semmerling bases his argument on close readings of six
films (The Exorcist, Rollover, Black Sunday, Three Kings, Rules of Engagement, and South Park:
Bigger, Longer & Uncut), as well as CNN's 9/11 documentary America Remembers. Looking at their
narrative structures and visual tropes, he analyzes how the films portray Arabs as threatening to
subvert American truths and mythic tales—and how the insecurity this engenders causes Americans
to project evil character and intentions on Arab peoples, landscapes, and cultures. Semmerling also
demonstrates how the evil Arab narrative has even crept into the documentary coverage of 9/11.
Overall, Semmerling's probing analysis of America's Orientalist fears exposes how the evil Arab of
American popular film is actually an illusion that reveals more about Americans than Arabs.

legion by william peter blatty: The Mammoth Book of Best New Horror 23 Stephen Jones,
2012-10-18 The year's best, and darkest, tales of terror, showcasing the most outstanding new short
stories by both contemporary masters of the macabre and exciting newcomers. As ever, this
acclaimed anthology also offers a comprehensive overview of the year in horror, a necrology of
recently deceased luminaries, and a list of indispensable addresses horror fans and writers. The
Mammoth Book of Best New Horror remains the world's leading annual anthology dedicated solely
to presenting the best in contemporary horror fiction.

legion by william peter blatty: A Companion to the Horror Film Harry M. Benshoff,
2017-01-17 This cutting-edge collection features original essays by eminent scholars on one of
cinema's most dynamic and enduringly popular genres, covering everything from the history of
horror movies to the latest critical approaches. Contributors include many of the finest academics
working in the field, as well as exciting younger scholars Varied and comprehensive coverage, from
the history of horror to broader issues of censorship, gender, and sexuality Covers both
English-language and non-English horror film traditions Key topics include horror film aesthetics,
theoretical approaches, distribution, art house cinema, ethnographic surrealism, and horror's
relation to documentary film practice A thorough treatment of this dynamic film genre suited to
scholars and enthusiasts alike
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