juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism

Juliet Mitchell Psychoanalysis and Feminism: Exploring the Intersection of Mind and Gender

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism is a phrase that opens a fascinating window into one
of the most influential dialogues in 20th-century thought. Juliet Mitchell, a pioneering British feminist
and psychoanalyst, carved a unique space where psychoanalytic theory and feminist critique
intersect. Her work challenges traditional gender norms and unpacks the deep psychological
structures that influence women's roles in society. For anyone intrigued by how feminist theory can
engage with psychoanalysis to explain gender, identity, and power dynamics, Mitchell’s contributions
offer an essential roadmap.

The Roots of Juliet Mitchell’s Thought

To appreciate the depth of Juliet Mitchell’s theories, it’s helpful to understand the intellectual climate
she emerged from. In the 1970s, feminist theory was burgeoning, but much of it was skeptical or
outright critical of psychoanalysis. Many feminists viewed psychoanalysis, particularly Freudian
theory, as inherently patriarchal—blaming women for their oppression or reinforcing traditional
gender roles. Mitchell, however, saw psychoanalysis not as an enemy but as a tool that could be
reinterpreted and reclaimed.

Her approach was to critically engage with Freud, Lacan, and other psychoanalytic thinkers to
uncover how unconscious desires and family dynamics shape gender identity. By doing so, she
bridged a gap between feminist activism and psychoanalytic insight, showing that understanding the
unconscious mind is crucial for dismantling systemic inequalities.

Reinterpreting Freud Through a Feminist Lens

One of Mitchell’s most significant achievements was her feminist rereading of Freud’s theories on
sexuality, development, and identity. Contrary to the common feminist rejection of Freud, she argued
that Freud’s concepts of the Oedipus complex and the development of the superego could illuminate
the social construction of gender roles.

Mitchell proposed that the family unit plays a central role in embedding gender identities. For
instance, the ways children internalize parental authority and societal expectations contribute to their
understanding of what it means to be male or female. By analyzing these unconscious processes,
feminists can better grasp why gender inequalities persist even when explicit discrimination
diminishes.

Juliet Mitchell and the Intersection of Psychoanalysis
and Feminism

Mitchell’s work is often cited for pioneering the idea that psychoanalysis can support feminist goals



rather than undermine them. She believed that psychoanalysis exposes the complexities of gender
beyond simplistic notions of biology or socialization. This intersection has profound implications for
feminist theory, particularly in understanding how deeply ingrained gender norms affect individuals
psychologically.

The Role of the Unconscious in Gender Identity

Mitchell emphasized that gender is not merely a social category but something that is psychologically
internalized from early childhood experiences. The unconscious mind plays a pivotal role in shaping
how individuals perceive themselves and others in relation to gender. This perspective helps explain
why patriarchal norms are so resilient—they are embedded not only in laws or institutions but in the
very structure of the psyche.

By acknowledging the unconscious factors that influence behavior, Mitchell’s psychoanalytic feminism
encourages a more nuanced approach to gender liberation. It's not enough to change external
conditions; there must also be an understanding of the internalized beliefs and desires that uphold
gender hierarchies.

Critique of Essentialism and Biological Determinism

A key contribution of Juliet Mitchell’s psychoanalytic feminism is her rejection of biological
determinism—the idea that biology inevitably dictates gender roles and capabilities. While
acknowledging the biological differences between sexes, she argued that these differences do not
justify the rigid social roles assigned to women and men.

Mitchell’s psychoanalytic approach reveals how gender identities are constructed through complex
interactions between biology, psychology, and culture. This framework supports feminist critiques of
essentialism by showing that gender is fluid and mediated by unconscious processes rather than fixed
by nature.

Influence on Feminist Theory and Psychoanalytic
Practice

Juliet Mitchell’s integration of psychoanalysis and feminism has had a lasting impact on both fields.
Her scholarship inspired new feminist psychoanalytic theories and encouraged psychoanalysts to
consider gender and social context more seriously.

Expanding Feminist Discourse

Mitchell’s work helped expand feminist discourse by introducing psychoanalytic concepts as valuable
tools for understanding gender oppression. Feminists began to explore topics such as identity
formation, desire, and the family through a psychoanalytic lens, enriching the movement'’s intellectual



diversity.

Her book, *Psychoanalysis and Feminism: Freud, Reich, Laing, and Women*, remains a foundational
text that challenges both feminists and psychoanalysts to rethink their assumptions. The book’s
influence extends into contemporary debates about gender fluidity, sexuality, and the politics of
identity.

Impact on Psychoanalytic Therapy

In clinical settings, Mitchell’s insights encourage therapists to consider the social and political
dimensions of gender when working with clients. Understanding how gender expectations shape
psychic development can lead to more empathetic and effective treatment, especially for women
grappling with the pressures of societal norms.

Her approach also invites psychoanalysts to question their own biases and the cultural frameworks
embedded within psychoanalytic theory itself, fostering a more inclusive and socially aware practice.

Juliet Mitchell Today: Continuing Relevance in Gender
Studies

Though many decades have passed since Juliet Mitchell first articulated her ideas, her psychoanalytic
feminism remains highly relevant. In an era increasingly focused on gender diversity and
intersectionality, her work offers valuable tools for understanding how unconscious processes
intersect with social structures to shape identity.

Engaging with Contemporary Feminism

Modern feminist scholars continue to draw on Mitchell’s insights to explore the complexities of gender
beyond binary definitions. Her emphasis on the unconscious helps explain why societal change can be
slow despite legal or political progress. It underlines the importance of addressing both external
systems of power and internalized beliefs.

Practical Tips for Applying Psychoanalytic Feminism

For activists, educators, or therapists interested in applying the lessons from Juliet Mitchell’s
psychoanalysis and feminism, here are some practical considerations:

» Reflect on unconscious biases: Recognize how early family dynamics and cultural narratives
influence personal beliefs about gender.

* Challenge essentialist views: Promote the understanding that gender identities are socially



and psychologically constructed, not biologically predetermined.

* Integrate psychological insight into activism: Use psychoanalytic concepts to deepen
discussions on gender roles, power, and identity.

* Foster empathy in therapy: Consider the complex interplay between societal expectations
and individual psyche when supporting clients dealing with gender-related issues.

By embracing these approaches, one can honor Juliet Mitchell's legacy while contributing to a richer,
more layered understanding of feminism today.

Juliet Mitchell’s synthesis of psychoanalysis and feminism continues to provoke thought and inspire
dialogue, reminding us that the journey toward gender equality is as much an internal psychological
process as it is an external social struggle.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Juliet Mitchell and what is her contribution to
psychoanalysis and feminism?

Juliet Mitchell is a British feminist and psychoanalyst known for integrating psychoanalytic theory with
feminist perspectives. She is credited with analyzing how Freudian psychoanalysis can be used to
understand the construction of gender and the dynamics of patriarchy, particularly in her influential
work 'Psychoanalysis and Feminism' (1974).

What is the central thesis of Juliet Mitchell's 'Psychoanalysis
and Feminism'?

In 'Psychoanalysis and Feminism,' Juliet Mitchell argues that psychoanalysis and feminism are not
inherently opposed but can be combined to better understand the complexities of gender identity,
sexuality, and social structures. She suggests that Freud's theories, when critically reinterpreted,
reveal how gender roles are socially constructed and maintained through unconscious processes.

How does Juliet Mitchell critique traditional Freudian
psychoanalysis from a feminist perspective?

Juliet Mitchell critiques traditional Freudian psychoanalysis for its patriarchal biases and its failure to
account for women's social realities. However, she also believes that Freud's concepts, such as the
Oedipus complex and repression, can be re-examined to expose the mechanisms of gender
oppression and to support feminist aims of liberation and equality.

What role does the Oedipus complex play in Juliet Mitchell's



analysis of gender and feminism?

Mitchell uses the Oedipus complex as a framework to explore how gender identities are formed within
a patriarchal society. She interprets the complex not as a fixed biological destiny but as a social
process that shapes gender roles and power relations, thus highlighting how family dynamics
contribute to the perpetuation of gender inequality.

How has Juliet Mitchell's work influenced contemporary
feminist theory?

Juliet Mitchell's work has been influential in bridging psychoanalysis with feminist theory, encouraging
feminists to engage with psychoanalytic ideas critically rather than rejecting them outright. Her
approach has opened up new avenues for understanding the psychological underpinnings of gender
roles, identity formation, and the persistence of patriarchy in modern societies.

What criticisms have been raised against Juliet Mitchell's
integration of psychoanalysis and feminism?

Some critics argue that Mitchell's reliance on psychoanalytic theory reaffirms essentialist views of
gender and may overlook cultural and intersectional factors influencing women's experiences. Others
feel that psychoanalysis, rooted in Western thought, may not fully address diverse feminist
perspectives. Nonetheless, her work remains a foundational text for dialogue between psychoanalysis
and feminism.

Additional Resources

Juliet Mitchell: Psychoanalysis and Feminism Intersecting Thought

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism represents a critical nexus in contemporary feminist
theory, where psychoanalytic concepts are rigorously examined and reinterpreted to shed light on
gender relations, identity formation, and societal power structures. As one of the pioneering voices
integrating psychoanalysis into feminist discourse, Juliet Mitchell's work has shaped how scholars
understand the complexities of female subjectivity and the unconscious forces underpinning
gendered experience. Her approach diverges from earlier feminist critiques that outright rejected
psychoanalysis, instead seeking to reclaim and revise Freudian and Lacanian insights for feminist
ends.

Mitchell's contribution is particularly notable for bridging the gap between psychoanalytic
theory—often criticized for its patriarchal biases—and feminist political activism. By engaging with
psychoanalysis, she opens up a nuanced framework to investigate how ideology and unconscious
processes perpetuate women's oppression, while also exploring avenues for emancipation. This article
delves into the core aspects of Juliet Mitchell's psychoanalysis and feminism, tracing her theoretical
evolution, key themes, and lasting influence within feminist studies and beyond.



Juliet Mitchell's Theoretical Foundations

Mitchell's intellectual journey is rooted in a synthesis of Marxism, psychoanalysis, and feminist
theory—an intersection that informs her groundbreaking analyses of gender and ideology. Her
seminal work, *Psychoanalysis and Feminism: Freud, Reich, Laing, and Women* (1974), marked a
turning point in feminist thought by arguing that psychoanalysis remains indispensable for
understanding the psychic dimensions of women's subjugation.

Rejecting the notion that Freud's theories were irredeemably sexist, Mitchell instead posits that the
psychoanalytic framework reveals the intricacies of the unconscious that shape gender identity. She
advocates for a critical appropriation rather than wholesale dismissal of psychoanalytic ideas,
emphasizing their potential to uncover how social norms are internalized and reproduced through
familial and cultural institutions.

This approach contrasts with earlier feminist critiques that viewed psychoanalysis as inherently
patriarchal and oppressive. By revisiting classical psychoanalytic texts through a feminist lens,
Mitchell identifies both the limitations and the transformative possibilities embedded within
psychoanalytic discourse.

Reinterpreting Freud and Lacan in Feminist Contexts

Central to Juliet Mitchell's psychoanalysis and feminism is her engagement with the works of Sigmund
Freud and Jacques Lacan. Freud's theories on psychosexual development, the Oedipus complex, and
the formation of gender identity provide a foundation for exploring how unconscious desires and fears
contribute to gendered experiences. However, Mitchell is critical of Freud's gender essentialism and
seeks to reinterpret his ideas in ways that acknowledge women's agency and subjectivity.

Lacan's structuralist psychoanalysis, with its focus on language, the symbolic order, and the formation
of the subject, offers Mitchell an advanced conceptual toolkit to analyze the role of language and
ideology in constructing femininity. She highlights how Lacanian theory can elucidate the ways in
which women navigate symbolic systems imbued with patriarchal meanings, thus linking
psychoanalytic subject formation directly to feminist concerns about social power.

By integrating these psychoanalytic frameworks, Mitchell crafts a complex picture of how identity is
both formed and constrained, emphasizing the potential for feminist resistance within the symbolic
structures that shape individual subjectivity.

Key Themes in Juliet Mitchell’s Psychoanalytic
Feminism

Several recurring themes define Juliet Mitchell’s contribution to psychoanalysis and feminism. These
themes not only advance academic discourse but also resonate with practical feminist concerns.



Gender as a Social and Psychic Construct

Mitchell argues that gender cannot be understood solely as a biological fact or a social role; it is also a
psychic construct formed through unconscious processes. This tripartite understanding challenges
simplistic binaries and draws attention to the internalization of gender norms within the psyche. Her
analysis reveals how early childhood experiences, family dynamics, and broader cultural ideologies
converge to produce gendered identities.

The Family as a Site of Gendered Power Relations

In her work, Mitchell places significant emphasis on the family as the primary arena where gender
identities are constituted and power relations are enacted. She sees the family not merely as a
private sphere but as a microcosm of societal structures that perpetuate patriarchy. Through
psychoanalytic lenses, the family functions as a site where unconscious conflicts, desires, and
anxieties around gender are played out and normalized.

Intersection of Class and Gender

Another important dimension of Mitchell’s psychoanalytic feminism is the intersectionality of class
and gender. Drawing from her Marxist background, she examines how economic structures and social
class influence the psychic formation of gender identity. This intersectional analysis enriches the
understanding of women's experiences by situating psychic phenomena within material and
ideological contexts.

The Impact and Critiques of Juliet Mitchell’s Approach

Mitchell's integration of psychoanalysis and feminism has received both acclaim and critique,
reflecting the complexity of her project.

Contributions to Feminist Theory

- ¥*Rescuing Psychoanalysis:** Mitchell's work repositions psychoanalysis from being a tool of
patriarchal oppression to a resource for feminist inquiry, enabling a deeper understanding of the
unconscious mechanisms reinforcing gender inequality.

- **Complex Subjectivity:** By emphasizing the psychic dimensions of gender, she enriches feminist
theories of identity beyond external social factors.

- **Bridging Disciplines:** Her interdisciplinary approach has influenced feminist psychology, cultural
studies, and gender studies, encouraging scholars to engage with psychoanalytic concepts critically.



Criticisms and Limitations

- ¥*Psychoanalysis’ Ambiguities:** Critics argue that Mitchell underestimates the inherently
patriarchal biases embedded within psychoanalytic theory, which may limit its usefulness for feminist
liberation.

- ¥**Accessibility:** The dense and theoretical nature of her writings can be challenging for non-
specialists, potentially restricting its reach beyond academic circles.

- **Evolving Feminist Perspectives:** Contemporary feminist thought, especially postmodern and
qgueer theories, sometimes challenge Mitchell’s reliance on psychoanalytic categories such as the
Oedipus complex and stable subject formation.

Juliet Mitchell in Contemporary Feminist Discourse

Today, Juliet Mitchell’s psychoanalysis and feminism continue to be relevant as feminist scholars
navigate the tensions between psychoanalytic theory and radical critiques of gender. Her insistence
on the importance of the unconscious and language in shaping gendered subjectivities informs
ongoing debates regarding identity politics, embodiment, and the politics of desire.

Moreover, Mitchell’s work encourages a reflective stance towards psychoanalytic tools, prompting
feminists to interrogate the symbolic and ideological underpinnings of gender roles rather than
dismissing psychoanalysis outright. This balanced perspective fosters dialogue between diverse
feminist traditions and psychoanalytic schools.

Applications in Modern Feminist Practice

- **Therapeutic Contexts:** Mitchell’s insights pave the way for feminist-informed psychoanalytic
therapy that addresses gendered psychic wounds and societal pressures.

- **Cultural Analysis:** Scholars use her framework to analyze media representations of women,
exploring how unconscious fantasies shape cultural narratives.

- ¥*political Strategy:** By understanding the psychic investment in gender norms, feminist activists
can devise strategies that address both ideological and emotional dimensions of resistance.

Juliet Mitchell’s fusion of psychoanalysis and feminism remains a vital intellectual resource, navigating
the complex terrains of identity, power, and desire. Her work invites ongoing critical engagement,
challenging feminists to consider the unconscious forces that mold gendered existence while
envisioning transformative possibilities within and beyond psychoanalytic tradition.

Juliet Mitchell Psychoanalysis And Feminism

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Psychoanalysis And Feminism Juliet Mitchell,
2000-09-11 Originally published: [London]: Allen Lane, [1974]

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Juliet Mitchell and the Lateral Axis R.
Duschinsky, S. Walker, 2015-03-18 This volume fills the gap in books dedicated to the ideas of


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-187/juliet-mitchell-psychoanalysis-and-feminism.pdf

ground-breaking theorist Juliet Mitchell. Essays from internationally renowned scholars address
themes that cross-cut her oeuvre: equality, violence, collective movements, subjectivity, sexuality
and power. Mitchell herself contributes a chapter and an afterward.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Psychoanalysis and Feminism Juliet
Mitchell, 2026-01-13 With a new introduction from the author, this critical text of feminist theory
explores how Freud's work helps us understand the subjugation of women today. Psychoanalysis and
Feminism had a double task of explaining Freud’s work both to its mistaken attackers and at the
same time to those who were ignorant of it. Juliet Mitchell argued that an analysis of patriarchy was
not a recommendation of it. Quite the contrary, it was indispensable for explaining the continuing
‘second sex’ status of women. Its argument is as effective and valid today as it was then, and the
author will introduce her theories afresh for a new generation of readers and the psycho-social
conditions fifty years later.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Psychoanalysis and Feminism Juliet Mitchell,
1990 In 1974, at the height of the women's movement, Juliet Mitchell shocked her fellow feminists
by challenging the entrenched belief that Freud was the enemy. She argued that a rejection of
psychoanalysis as bourgeois and patriarchal was fatal for feminism. However it may have been used,
she pointed out, psychoanalysis is not a recommendation for a patriarchal society, but rather an
analysis of one. If we are interested in understanding and challenging the oppression of women, she
says, we cannot afford to neglect psychoanalysis. In an introduction written specially for this reissue,
Mitchell reflects on the changing relationship between these two major influences on
twentieth-century thought.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Woman's Estate Juliet Mitchell, 2015-01-27
Scrutinizing the political background of the movement, its sources and its common ground with
other radical movements of the sixties, Women's Estate describes the organization of women's
liberation in Western Europe and America, locating the areas of women's oppression in four key
areas: work, reproduction, sexuality and the socialization of children. Through a detailed study of
the modern family and a reevaluation of Freud's work in this field, Mitchell paints a detailed picture
of how patriarchy works as a social order.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Fratriarchy Juliet Mitchell, 2023-02-03 In
Fratriarchy, Juliet Mitchell expands her ground-breaking theories on the sibling trauma and the Law
of the Mother. Writing as a psychoanalytic practitioner, she shows what happens from the ground up
when we use feminist questions to probe the psycho-social world and its lateral relations. In this
pivotal text, Mitchell argues that the mother’s prohibition of her toddler attacking a new or expected
sibling is a rite of passage from infancy to childhood: this is a foundational force structuring our
later lateral relationships and social practices. Throughout the volume, Mitchell chooses the term
'Fratriarchy' to show that, as well as the up-down axis of fathers and sons, there is also the
side-to-side interaction of sisters and brothers and their social heirs. Making use both critically and
affirmatively of Freud, Klein, Winnicott, Bion, Pontalis and others, Fratriarchy indicates how the
collective social world matches the individual family world examined by established psychoanalysis.
Decades on from Mitchell’s work on psychoanalysis and feminism which argued that feminism
needed psychoanalysis to understand the position of women, Fratriarchy now asks psychoanalysis to
take on board the developing practices and theories of global feminism. This volume will be essential
reading for analysts, psychotherapists, psychologists and anyone who wants to re-think the ubiquity
of unconscious processes. It will also interest students and teachers of social theory, psychoanalysis,
group analysis, gender studies and feminism.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Psychoanalysis and Feminism Juliet Mitchell,
1975

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Feminist mental health activism in
England, c. 1968-95 Kate Mahoney, 2023-12-12 Feminist mental health activism in England,
€.1968-1995 provides the first in-depth examination of feminist mental health activism in England,
employing original oral history interviews alongside detailed case studies of unexplored feminist



initiatives. It charts how feminist activists in the late 1960s initially rejected psychological
approaches, before employing a range of therapies to understand themselves and support one
another. This book charts the emergence of feminist mental health groups in the early 1970s, the
development of feminist therapy across the 1980s, and the influence of feminist politics on national
charity Mind in the 1990s. It examines what participation in feminist activism felt like;
demonstrating how these emotions have influenced the construction of its history. The book
simultaneously forges a new direction in the history of mental healthcare in postwar England,
establishing how feminists’ grassroots support for women redefined 'community care'.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Social Theory and Psychoanalysis in
Transition Anthony Elliott, 2019-04-12 Originally published in 1999 Social Theory and
Psychoanalysis in Transition is a benchmark critique of Freudian theory in which a dialogue between
the Frankfurt School, the Lacanian tradition and post-Lacanian developments in critical and feminist
theory is developed. Considering afresh the relations between self and society, Elliot argues for the
importance of imagination and the unconscious in understanding issues about the self and
self-identity, ideology and power, sexual difference and gender.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Psychoanalysis and Feminism J. Mitchell, 1979

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Nancy Chodorow and The Reproduction of
Mothering Petra Bueskens, 2020-11-30 This book analyzes Nancy Chodorow’s canonical book The
Reproduction of Mothering, bringing together an original essay from Nancy Chodorow and a host of
outstanding international scholars—including Rosemary Balsam, Adrienne Harris, Elizabeth Abel,
Madelon Sprengnether, Ilene Philipson, Meg Jay, Daphne de Marneffe, Alison Stone and Petra
Bueskens—in a mix of memoir, festschrift, reflection, critical analysis and new directions in
Chodorowian scholarship. In the 40 years since its publication, The Reproduction of Mothering has
had a profound impact on scholarship across many disciplines including sociology, psychoanalysis,
psychology, ethics, literary criticism and women’s and gender studies. Organized as a “reproduction
of mothering scholarship”, this volume adopts a generationally differentiated structure weaving
personal, political and scholarly essays. This book will be of interest to scholars across the social
sciences and humanities. It will bring Nancy Chodorow and her canonical work to a new generation
showcasing classic and contemporary Chodorowian scholarship.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Feminist Thought Rosemarie Tong, Tina
Fernandes Botts, 2024-07-19 A classic resource on feminist theory, this updated sixth edition of
Feminist Thought: A More Comprehensive Introduction offers a clear, comprehensive, and incisive
introduction to the major traditions of feminist theory. This new edition explores in detail the wide
spectrum of feminist thought, from liberal feminism, radical feminism, Marxist and socialist
feminisms, women-of-color feminisms, global, postcolonial, and transnational feminisms, to
psychoanalytic feminism, care-focused and maternal-focused feminisms, to ecofeminism,
existentialist, poststructural, and postmodern feminisms. The book also includes an expanded
discussion of third-wave, fourth-wave, and fifth-wave feminisms, plus much new material on
intersectionality, LGBTQ+ issues, gender identities, sexual orientations, and queer theory. Learning
tools like end-of-chapter discussion questions and an enhanced, up-to-date bibliography make
Feminist Thought an essential resource for students and thinkers who want to understand the
theoretical origins and complexities of contemporary feminist debates.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: The Cambridge Companion to Lacan
Jean-Michel Rabaté, 2003-07-31 This collection of specially commissioned essays by academics and
practising psychoanalysts, first published in 2003, explores key dimensions of Jacques Lacan's life
and works. Lacan is renowned as a theoretician of psychoanalysis whose work is still influential in
many countries. He refashioned psychoanalysis in the name of philosophy and linguistics at the time
when it underwent a certain intellectual decline. Advocating a 'return to Freud', by which he meant
a close reading in the original of Freud's works, he stressed the idea that the unconscious functions
'like a language'. All essays in this Companion focus on key terms in Lacan's often difficult and
idiosyncratic developments of psychoanalysis. This volume will bring fresh, accessible perspectives



to the work of this formidable and influential thinker. These essays, supported by a useful
chronology and guide to further reading will prove invaluable to students and teachers alike.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: A Delicate Choreography David Sabean,
2023-10-24 The origins of the incest taboo have puzzled many of the most influential minds of the
West, from Plutarch to St. Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, David Hume, Lewis Henry
Morgan, Sigmund Freud, Emile Durkheim, Edward Westermarck, and Claude Lévi-Strauss. This
book puts the discussion of incest on a new foundation. It is the first attempt to thoroughly examine
the rich literature, from philosophical, theological, and legal treatises to psychological and
biological-genetic studies, to a wide variety of popular cultural media over a long period of time. The
book offers a detailed examination of discursive and figurative representations of incest during five
selected periods, from 1600 to the present. The incest discussion for each period is complemented
with a presentation of dominant kinship structures and changes, without arguing for causal
relations. Part I deals with the legacy of ecclesiastical marriage prohibitions of the Middle Ages:
Historians dealing with the Reformation have wondered about the political and social implications of
theological debates about the incest rules, the Enlightenment opted for sociological considerations
of the household and a new anthropology based on the passions, Baroque discourse focused upon
sexual relations among kin by marriage , while Enlightenment and Romantic discussions worried the
intimacy of siblings. The first section of Part II deals with the six decades around 1900, during which
European and American cultures obsessed about the sexuality of women. Almost everyone concurred
in the idea that mother made the family what it was; that she configured the household, kept the
lines of kinship vibrant, and stood at the threshold as stern gatekeeper, and many thought that she
managed these tasks through her sexuality and an eroticized relationship with sons. Another story
line, taken up in the section Intermezzo, this one about the physical and mental consequences of
inbreeding, appeared after 1850. To what extent do close-kin marriages pose risks for progeny? At
its center, lay the incest problematic, now restated: Is avoidance of kin genetically programmed? Do
all cultures know about risks of consanguinity? As for the twenty-first century, evolutionary and
genetic assumptions are challenged by a living world population containing roughly one billion
offspring of cousin marriages. Part III deals with one of the perhaps most remarkable
reconfigurations of Western kinship in the aftermath of World War I: The shift from an endogamous
to an exogamous alliance system centered on the nuclear family. An historical anomaly, this family
form began to dissolve almost as soon as it came together and, in the process, shifted the focus of
incest concerns to a new pairing: father and daughter. By the 1970s, when the father/daughter
problematic swept all other considerations of incest aside, that relationship had come to be modeled,
for the most part, around power and its abusive potential. As for incest, its representations in the
last three decades of the twentieth century no longer focused on biologically damaged progeny but
rather on power abuses in the nuclear family: sexual abuse. By the mid-1990s, Western culture at
least partly redirected its gaze away from father and daughter towards siblings, especially towards
brothers and sisters and the sexual boundaries and erotics of their relationships. Correspondingly,
siblings became a model organism for psychotherapy, evolutionary biology, and the science of
genetics.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Lacan & the Human Sciences Alexandre
Leupin, 1991-01-01 The psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan (1901-81) left a legacy of thought that
increasingly commands the attention of American scholars and critics. His provocative essays and
wide-ranging seminars and lectures attempted, with remarkable success, to bridge the supposedly
unbridgeable gap between the humanities and modern science. For some time his influence has
shadowed the theoretical work being done in philosophy, psychology, anthropology, women's
studies, and literature. In Lacan and the Human Sciences eight eminent scholars examine how ideas
entered these fields, how well they were understood and adapted, and what fruit they have
produced. The editor, Alexandre Leupin, whose introduction reveals the underpinnings of Lacan’s
thought, views the book as a blueprint for overcoming the present impasses of scientific and
humanistic discourses and their imaginary contradictions. The essays demonstrate the




interdisciplinary nature of Lacanian psychoanalysis. The relevance of his work to epistemology is
considered by Jean-Claude Milner, Francois Regnault, and Ellie Ragland-Sullivan; to anthropology,
by Jean-Joseph Goux; to feminist studies, by Jane Gallop; and to literature, by Dennis Porter and
Denis Hollier. The result is a book that points to a new and more pertinent way of dealing, on one
hand, with the problems of epistemology and, on the other, with the question of literary theory in the
humanities.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Profiles in Contemporary Social Theory
Anthony Elliott, Bryan S Turner, 2001-07-23 This comprehensive book provides an indispensable
introduction to the most significant figures in contemporary social theory. Grounded strongly in the
European tradition, the profiles include Michel Foucault, Jlum]Jurgen Habermas, Roland Barthes,
Jean Baudrillard, Pierre Bourdieu, Zygmunt Bauman, Martin Heidegger, Frederic Jameson, Richard
Rorty, Nancy Chodorow, Anthony Giddens, Stuart Hall, Luce Irigaray and Donna Haraway. In
guiding students through the key figures in an accessible and authoritative fashion, the book
provides detailed accounts of the development of the work of major social theorists and charts the
relationship between different traditions of social, cultural and political thought.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: A History of Bisexuality Steven Angelides,
2001-09-15 Angelides explores the evolution of sexuology, revisiting modern epistemological
categories of sexuality in psychoanalysis, gay liberation, social constructionism, queer theory,
biology, and human genetics. He argues that bisexuality has functioned historically as the structural
other to sexual identity itself, undermining assumptions about heterosexuality and homosexuality.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Routledge Handbook of Psychoanalytic
Political Theory Yannis Stavrakakis, 2019-09-05 The emerging field of ‘psychoanalytic political
theory’ has now reached a stage in its development and rapid evolution that deserves to be
registered, systematically defined and critically evaluated. This Handbook provides the first
reference volume which showcases the current state of psychoanalytic political theory, maps the
genealogy of its development, identifies its conceptual and methodological resources and highlights
its analytical innovations as well as its critical promise. The Handbook consists of 35 chapters
offering original, comprehensive and critical reviews of this field of study. The chapters are divided
into five thematic sections: Figures discusses the work of major psychoanalytic theorists who have
influenced considerably the development of psychoanalytic political theory. Traditions genealogically
recounts and critically reassesses the many attempts throughout the 20th century of experimenting
with the articulation between psychoanalysis and political theory in a consistent way. Concepts asks
what are the concepts that psychoanalysis offers for appropriation by political theory. Themes
presents concrete examples of the ways in which psychoanalytic political theory can be productively
applied in the analysis of racism, gender, nationalism, consumerism, etc. Challenges/Controversies
captures the ways in which psychoanalytic political theory can lead the way towards theoretical and
analytical innovation in many disciplinary fields dealing with cutting-edge issues. The Routledge
Handbook of Psychoanalytic Political Theory will serve as scholarly reference volume for all students
and researchers studying political theory, psychoanalysis, and the history of ideas.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Social Theory, Volume I Roberta Garner, Black
Hawk Hancock, 2014-05-29 The third edition of this popular reader reflects considerable changes.
The framework for understanding theory as a set of conversations over time is maintained and
deepened, pairing classical with contemporary readings to illustrate the ways in which theory
continues to be reinterpreted over time. Volume I has been completely reorganized, with new
contextual and biographical materials surrounding the primary readings, and end-of-chapter study
guides that include key terms, discussion questions, and innovative classroom exercises. The result
is a fresh and expansive take on social theory that foregrounds a plurality of perspectives and
reflects contemporary trends in the field, while being an accessible and manageable teaching tool.

juliet mitchell psychoanalysis and feminism: Contemporary Social Theory Anthony Elliott,
2014-02-10 In this comprehensive, stylish and accessible introduction to contemporary social theory,
Anthony Elliott examines the major social theoretical traditions. The first edition set new standards



for introductory textbooks, such was the far-reaching sweep of social theorists discussed - including
Theodor Adorno, Herbert Marcuse, Michel Foucault, Jacques Lacan, Jacques Derrida, Anthony
Giddens, Pierre Bourdieu, Julia Kristeva, Jurgen Habermas, Judith Butler, Slavoj Zizek, Manuel
Castells, Ulrich Beck, Zygmunt Bauman, Giorgio Agamben and Manuel De Landa. From the
Frankfurt School to globalization, from feminism to the network society, this new edition has been
fully revised and updated, taking into account the most recent developments in social theory. The
second edition also contains a completely new chapter on classical social theory, allowing students
to contextualise the modern debates. Like its predecessor, the second edition of Contemporary
Social Theory combines stylish exposition with reflective social critique and original insights. This
new edition will prove a superb textbook with which to navigate the twists and turns of
contemporary social theory as taught in the disciplines of sociology, politics, history, cultural studies
and many more.
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