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john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality opens a
fascinating window into some of the deepest philosophical questions humans
have pondered for centuries. What does it mean to be the same person over
time? Can we truly claim immortality in any meaningful sense? These questions
are not just abstract musings; they touch on our sense of self, memory,
consciousness, and what it means to live a meaningful life. John Perry’s
approach, particularly through his famous dialogue, invites readers into a
reflective and often playful examination of these profound issues.

Exploring John Perry’s Dialogue on Personal
Identity and Immortality

John Perry’s work on personal identity is renowned for its clarity and
accessibility. Instead of dry academic jargon, Perry employs a conversational
style that pulls readers into the debate. His dialogue format allows
different perspectives to emerge, encouraging us to think critically about
what constitutes “personal identity” and how it relates to the idea of living
forever.

What Is Personal Identity?

At its core, personal identity concerns the question: “What makes you, you?”
Is it your body, your memories, your personality, or something more elusive?
Philosophers have debated whether identity is tied to physical continuity,
psychological continuity, or some combination of both.

John Perry’s dialogue challenges us to consider these aspects by presenting
hypothetical scenarios that test our intuitions about identity. For instance,
if your memories were transferred into another body, would that new being
still be “you”? Or if your body changed drastically over time, does that
affect your identity?

The Role of Memory in Identity

One of the key themes in Perry’s dialogue is the significance of memory.
Memory is often regarded as the glue that holds our sense of self together.
Without memories, it’s argued, we might lose the thread of who we are.



Perry explores this through thought experiments that question whether memory
alone is enough to establish personal identity. What if memories are
fabricated or lost? Does identity evaporate with amnesia, or is there
something more fundamental that persists?

Immortality Through the Lens of Personal
Identity

In the dialogue, Perry also tackles the concept of immortality — not just
physical immortality, but the idea of an enduring self that survives beyond
death. This raises intriguing questions about whether immortality is truly
desirable or even coherent in terms of personal identity.

The Philosophical Puzzle of Immortality

If you were to live forever, what would that mean for your sense of self?
Perry’s dialogue probes whether endless existence might fragment or dilute
personal identity. Would an immortal person remain the same throughout
countless experiences, or would the self eventually dissolve into something
unrecognizable?

This challenge forces us to think beyond the common cultural narratives about
immortality, such as eternal youth or unending life. Philosophers like Perry
invite us to consider the psychological and existential dimensions of living
forever.

Immortality and Psychological Continuity

Perry’s dialogue suggests that for immortality to be meaningful, some form of
psychological continuity must be preserved. This means an unbroken chain of
memories, intentions, beliefs, and character traits. Without this continuity,
immortality could be just an endless sequence of disconnected lives.

This perspective also raises practical questions about technologies like mind
uploading or cryonics, which promise some form of continued existence. Would
a digital copy of your mind truly be you, or a mere replica? Perry’s
exploration helps clarify these debates by grounding them in the philosophy
of identity.

Key Insights from John Perry’s Dialogue on



Personal Identity and Immortality

1. Identity Is Complex and Multi-Faceted

Perry’s dialogue makes it clear that personal identity cannot be reduced to a
single factor. It’s a rich interplay between body, mind, memory, and perhaps
other less tangible elements. Recognizing this complexity helps us appreciate
why identity puzzles persist and remain captivating.

2. Memory Is Important But Not Always Definitive

While memory plays a central role, Perry shows that it is not the sole
criterion for identity. People with memory loss or altered personalities
challenge the notion that identity depends entirely on psychological
continuity.

3. Immortality Raises Surprising Challenges

The idea of living forever is intuitively appealing but philosophically
fraught. Perry’s dialogue encourages us to question assumptions about
immortality and consider whether eternal life is something we should even
desire.

4. Thought Experiments Reveal Hidden Intuitions

Perry’s use of conversational hypotheticals invites readers to engage
actively with the concepts. These thought experiments expose our intuitions
and biases, helping clarify what we truly believe about ourselves.

How John Perry’s Dialogue Influences Modern
Discussions

John Perry’s approach has had a lasting impact on contemporary philosophy,
especially in discussions about the self, consciousness, and emerging
technologies. His work provides a framework that is valuable for anyone
interested in the intersection of philosophy, psychology, and even artificial
intelligence.



Applications in Technology and AI

As we develop AI systems that mimic human cognition, questions about identity
and continuity become more pressing. Perry’s insights help frame debates
about whether an AI could possess a “self” and what that would mean for
personal identity.

Ethical Considerations

The dialogue also touches on ethical issues, such as the treatment of persons
with altered memories or identity disruptions. Understanding identity
philosophically can inform compassionate approaches in medicine, law, and
psychology.

Reflecting on Personal Identity and
Immortality: A Journey Worth Taking

Engaging with John Perry’s dialogue on personal identity and immortality
invites a deeply personal reflection. It challenges us to consider not just
abstract theories but our own experiences of selfhood, change, and what it
means to live a meaningful life.

Whether you are a philosophy enthusiast, a student grappling with the nature
of consciousness, or simply someone curious about what makes you “you,”
Perry’s dialogue offers a rich, accessible path to explore these timeless
questions. It reminds us that while the quest for understanding personal
identity and immortality is complex, it is also profoundly human — a
testament to our curiosity, our fears, and our hopes for what lies beyond the
present moment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of John Perry's 'A
Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality'?
The central theme of John Perry's work is the exploration of the nature of
personal identity and the possibility of immortality, examining what it means
to remain the same person over time and beyond death.

How does John Perry use dialogue as a method to



discuss personal identity?
John Perry employs a dialogue format to present different perspectives on
personal identity, allowing characters to debate and analyze concepts such as
memory, consciousness, and bodily continuity in an accessible and engaging
way.

What philosophical positions on personal identity
are explored in the dialogue?
The dialogue explores various philosophical positions including psychological
continuity theory, bodily continuity theory, and the soul or immaterial
substance view, assessing their strengths and weaknesses.

Does John Perry's dialogue support the idea of
immortality?
While the dialogue does not definitively endorse immortality, it critically
examines the conditions under which personal identity could persist after
death, highlighting the challenges and implications of believing in an
immortal self.

Why is 'A Dialogue on Personal Identity and
Immortality' considered important in philosophy?
This work is important because it presents complex philosophical issues about
identity and immortality in a clear, accessible manner, encouraging readers
to think critically about what it means to be the same person over time and
the possibility of life after death.

Additional Resources
**John Perry: A Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality**

john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality stands as a
seminal exploration in contemporary philosophy, probing the intricate
questions surrounding what it means to be oneself over time and whether
immortality is conceptually and metaphysically coherent. This work, widely
studied in academic circles, invites readers into a carefully structured
conversation that dissects the nature of personal identity, the continuity of
consciousness, and the philosophical implications of living forever.

John Perry’s dialogue format offers a unique vantage point from which to
examine these perennial philosophical puzzles. By presenting multiple
perspectives through interlocutors, Perry eschews dogmatism in favor of an
open-ended inquiry that challenges the reader to evaluate the assumptions
underlying identity and immortality. This article delves into the key themes



of the dialogue, analyzing its contributions to the philosophy of mind and
metaphysics, while situating it within broader scholarly debates.

Unpacking Personal Identity: Core Themes in
Perry’s Dialogue

At the heart of John Perry’s dialogue lies the question: What exactly
constitutes personal identity? This inquiry addresses how a person remains
the same entity across time despite undergoing physical, psychological, or
circumstantial change. Perry’s work engages with classical theories such as
the psychological continuity theory, bodily continuity, and the soul theory,
critically assessing their strengths and limitations.

The psychological continuity theory, which suggests that personal identity is
maintained through connected memories, beliefs, desires, and consciousness,
is a focal point in the dialogue. Perry’s characters debate whether memory
alone suffices for identity, or if it is vulnerable to fragmentation and
falsification, thus undermining personal persistence. This skepticism opens
the door to alternative conceptions, such as bodily continuity, which posits
that maintaining the same physical organism ensures identity over time.

Yet, the dialogue also problematizes bodily continuity, noting that our cells
regenerate and our bodies change drastically, raising questions about whether
physical sameness is sufficient or even necessary for identity. Perry’s
nuanced approach highlights the complexity of these theories, showing that no
single criterion offers a fully satisfactory account.

The Dialogue’s Structure and Philosophical
Methodology

John Perry’s choice to frame his exploration as a dialogue aligns with the
Socratic tradition, emphasizing dialectical engagement over didactic
exposition. This method allows for the presentation of competing viewpoints
without privileging one prematurely. The interlocutors challenge each other’s
claims, fostering a dynamic exploration that mirrors the ongoing debates in
contemporary philosophy.

This dialogical form is particularly effective in addressing personal
identity and immortality because these topics resist simplistic answers. By
embodying contrasting perspectives, Perry’s dialogue encourages critical
thinking and invites readers to consider the implications of each position
for their own understanding of selfhood and survival beyond death.



Immortality Through the Lens of Personal
Identity

The second major thrust of John Perry’s dialogue concerns the concept of
immortality—whether it is conceivable for a person to live indefinitely and
what that would entail for identity. Immortality is often examined in
religious, metaphysical, and ethical contexts, but Perry’s philosophical
treatment grounds it firmly in the question of personal persistence.

One crucial issue the dialogue raises is whether an immortal existence
presupposes an unchanging self or whether identity can endure through endless
transformation. Perry's interlocutors consider various scenarios, including
the idea of a soul surviving bodily death, the replication of psychological
continuity via memory transfer, and the problematic nature of infinite
temporal extension.

Philosophical Challenges to Immortality

The dialogue scrutinizes common assumptions about immortality by revealing
the paradoxes and difficulties involved. For example, if personal identity
depends on psychological continuity, what happens when memories fade or are
altered? Can a person still be considered the same if their mental states
change radically over an infinite lifespan?

Additionally, the dialogue touches on the "fission problem"—a thought
experiment where one person splits into two distinct individuals. This raises
questions about whether identity is singular or divisible and how immortality
might accommodate such complexities.

Relevant Comparisons and Contemporary Impact

John Perry’s dialogue on personal identity and immortality does not exist in
isolation; it dialogues implicitly with other philosophical giants such as
John Locke, Derek Parfit, and David Hume. Locke’s memory theory laid
important groundwork for psychological continuity, while Parfit’s
reductionist views challenge the notion of a fixed, unchanging self. Perry’s
dialogue synthesizes and critiques these frameworks, offering fresh insights.

In the realm of modern philosophy of mind, Perry’s work has influenced
discussions on consciousness, artificial intelligence, and the ethics of life
extension technologies. As advancements in neuroscience and biotechnology
raise the possibility of extending human life or preserving consciousness
digitally, the questions Perry poses gain practical urgency.



Implications for Ethics and Technology

The dialogue’s exploration of personal identity is highly relevant to
contemporary ethical debates about cryonics, mind uploading, and other forms
of potential immortality. If identity is not tied to a particular body or
continuous memory, the notion of “self” becomes flexible, complicating ideas
about rights, responsibilities, and moral status.

Perry’s work encourages policymakers, ethicists, and technologists to
consider how emerging life-extension methods might affect our understanding
of what it means to be a person. It also underscores the importance of
philosophical clarity in navigating these uncharted territories.

Pros and Cons of Perry’s Dialogue Approach

Pros: The dialogue style facilitates an accessible yet profound
examination of complex issues, allowing multiple perspectives to be
fairly represented. It encourages active engagement and critical
reflection.

Cons: The open-ended nature may frustrate readers seeking definitive
answers. Additionally, the philosophical jargon and abstract nature of
the debate can be challenging for non-specialists.

Despite these limitations, John Perry’s dialogue remains a vital resource for
anyone interested in the philosophical underpinnings of personal identity and
the tantalizing concept of immortality.

The ongoing relevance of john perry a dialogue on personal identity and
immortality is evident as society continues to grapple with questions about
selfhood in a rapidly changing technological landscape. Through its rich,
dialectical approach, the dialogue not only illuminates intricate
philosophical problems but also invites readers to contemplate their own
existence, continuity, and potential for eternal life.

John Perry A Dialogue On Personal Identity And Immortality

  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: A Dialogue on Personal
Identity and Immortality John Perry, 1977-12-01 Perry's excellent dialogue makes a complicated
topic stimulating and accessible without any sacrifice of scholarly accuracy or thoroughness.
Professionals will appreciate the work's command of the issues and depth of argument, while
students will find that it excites interest and imagination. -- David M. Rosenthal, CUNY, Lehman

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-187/john-perry-a-dialogue-on-personal-identity-and-immortality.pdf


College
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: A Dialogue on Personal
Identity and Immortality John Perry, 1978-03-15 Perry's excellent dialogue makes a complicated
topic stimulating and accessible without any sacrifice of scholarly accuracy or thoroughness.
Professionals will appreciate the work's command of the issues and depth of argument, while
students will find that it excites interest and imagination. --David M. Rosenthal, CUNY, Lehman
College
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Philosophical Inquiry
Jonathan Eric Adler, Catherine Z. Elgin, 2007-01-01 Provides a problems-oriented approach. This
book contains substantial readings from major classical and contemporary thinkers engaged in
philosophical inquiry.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Identity, Personal Identity, and
the Self John Perry, 2002-09-13 This volume collects a number of Perry's classic works on personal
identity as well as four new pieces, 'The Two Faces of Identity', 'Persons and Information',
'Self-Notions and The Self' and 'The Sense of Identity'. Perry's Introduction puts his own work and
that of others on the issues of identity and personal identity in the context of philosophical studies of
mind and language over the past thirty years.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: New Conversations on the
Problems of Identity, Consciousness and Mind Jonathan O. Chimakonam, Uti Ojah Egbai,
Samuel T. Segun, Aribiah D. Attoe, 2019-02-23 This book introduces concepts in philosophy of mind
and neurophilosophy. Inside, three scholars offer approaches to the problems of identity,
consciousness, and the mind. In the process, they open new vistas for thought and raise fresh
controversies to some of the oldest problems in philosophy. The first chapter focuses on the identity
problem. The author employs an explanatory model he christened sense-phenomenalism to defend
the thesis that personal identity is something or a phenomenon that pertains to the
observable/perceptible aspect of the human person. The next chapter explores the problem of
consciousness. It deploys the new concept equiphenomenalism as a model to show that mental
properties are not by-products but necessary products of consciousness. Herein, the notion of qualia
is a fundamental and necessary product that must be experienced simultaneously with neural
activities for consciousness to be possible. The last chapter addresses the mind/body problem. It
adopts the new concept proto-phenomenalism as an alternative explanatory model. This model
eliminates the idea of a mind. As such, it approaches the mind-body problem from a materialistic
point of view with many implications such as, the meaning(lessness) of our existence, the possibility
of thought engineering as well as religious implications.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Personal Identity and Ethics
David Shoemaker, 2008-10-07 The relationship between personal identity and ethics remains on of
the most intriguing yet vexing issues in philosophy. It is commonplace to hold that moral
responsibility for past actions requires that the responsible agent is in some respect identical to the
agent who performed the action. Is this true? On the other hand, can ethics constrain our account of
personal identity? Do the practical requirements of moral theory commit us to the view that persons
do remain identical over time? For example, does the moral status of abortion or stem cell research
depend on whether personal identity is based on psychological or biological properties? Or is it the
case that personal identity is not, in fact, relevant to ethics? Personal Identity and Ethics provides
the first comprehensive examination of these issues. Topics include personal identity and prudential
rationality; personal identity’s significance for moral responsibility and ethical theory; and the
practical consequences of accounts of personal identity for issues such as abortion, stem cell
research, cloning, advance directives, population ethics, multiple personality disorder, and the
definition of death.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: The Rehabilitation of
Whitehead George R. Lucas, 1989-01-01 Lucas' book competently brings Whitehead's philosophy
into dialogue with analytic philosophy. This is a topic of great originality and considerable potential



importance for the field of philosophy. The writing is forceful, concise, and clear. -- George L. Kline,
Bryn Mawr College Lucas treats Whitehead within the framework of major themes in current
Anglo-American analytic philosophy, viewed against the backdrop of significant historical trends in
European and American thought since the Enlightenment. This most misunderstood of
twentieth-century philosophers is critically interpreted here. Whitehead had developed 50 years ago
some ideas only now emerging in analytic philosophy. Lucas examines the significance of
Whitehead's thought for current epistemology of science, for the anti-foundationalism debate, and
more generally, for modal logic, action, theory, philosophical psychology, and the philosophy of
mind. He shows how some recent analytic philosophy is now developing ideas concerning language,
personal identity, and other topics that are found in Whitehead. Lucas concludes with recent
problems in relativity theory and quantum mechanics, indicating how these bear on the philosophy
of science and on the task of forging a comprehensive understanding of nature. He examines the
debates concerning Einstein and Whitehead on relativity and analyzes the work of Bohm, Prigogine,
and others who have found Whitehead's categories useful for their own success. Whitehead is shown
to be a historical figure of great importance, not an idiosyncratic thinker, isolated along with a few
enthusiastic followers from the mainstream of contemporary philosophy. With Russell, Whitehead
participated in the same philosophical world that gave rise to analytic philosophy.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Thought Experiment Tamar
Szabo Gendler, 2014-01-14 This book offers a novel analysis of the widely-used but ill-understood
technique of thought experiment. The author argues that the powers and limits of this methodology
can be traced to the fact that when the contemplation of an imaginary scenario brings us to new
knowledge, it does so by forcing us to make sense of exceptional cases.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Metaphysics: The Basics
Michael Rea, 2014-03-26 Metaphysics: The Basics is a concise and engaging introduction to the
philosophical study of the world and universe in which we live. Concerned with questions about
reality, existence, time, identity and change, metaphysics has long fascinated people but to the
uninitiated some of the issues and problems can appear very complex. In this lively and lucid book,
Michael Rea examines and explains key questions in the study of metaphysics such as: • Can two
things be in the same place at the same time? • Do creatures of fiction exist? • Are human beings
free? • Is time travel possible? • Is there just one world or many worlds? With a glossary of key
terms and suggestions for further reading, the book considers key philosophical arguments around
Metaphysics, making this an ideal starting point for anyone seeking a full introduction to the debates
both within and about metaphysics.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: The Self, Supervenience and
Personal Identity Roland G. Alexander, 2019-05-20 First published in 1997, this volume addresses
the issue of personal identity by examining the possibility that a person is ascribed identity on the
basis of having a supervenient self. Ronald G. Alexander uses the methods of non-eidetic
phenomenology and analytic ontology to argue that the self is supervenient on the physical and
psychological properties of the human being. Understood through the manner Alexander advocates,
the self is not a statis entity, but reflects the temporal nature of the person. Alexander argues that
the self is the ‘pattern’, ‘character’, or ‘narrative identity’ that is the outcome of a person’s
decision-making and actions.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Philosophy of Religion William
Lane Craig, 2002 Philosophy of Religion is a combined anthology and guide intended for use as a
textbook in courses on Philosophy of Religion. It aims to bring to the student the very best of
cutting-edge work on important topics in the field. Presenting a sympathetic view of the topics it
treats, Philosophy of Religion provides an ideal resource for studying the central questions raised by
religious belief.--
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: The Resurrection of the Body
in Western Christianity, 200–1336 Caroline Walker Bynum, 2017-11-21 A classic of medieval studies,
The Resurrection of the Body in Western Christianity, 200–1336 traces ideas of death and



resurrection in early and medieval Christianity. Caroline Walker Bynum explores problems of the
body and identity in devotional and theological literature, suggesting that medieval attitudes toward
the body still shape modern notions of the individual. This expanded edition includes her 1995
article “Why All the Fuss About the Body? A Medievalist’s Perspective,” which takes a broader
perspective on the book’s themes. It also includes a new introduction that explores the context in
which the book and article were written, as well as why the Middle Ages matter for how we think
about the body and life after death today.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: The Divine Attributes Joshua
Hoffman, Gary S. Rosenkrantz, 2008-04-15 The Divine Attributesis an engaging analysis of the God
of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam from the perspective of rational theology.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: NeuroScience Fiction Rodrigo
Quian Quiroga, 2020-04-28 What if science fiction stopped being fiction? Developments in
neuroscience are turning sci-fi scenarios into reality, and causing us to revisit some of the
philosophical questions we have been asking ourselves for centuries. Science fiction often takes its
inspiration from the latest science . . . and our oldest questions. After all, the two are inextricably
linked. At a time when advances in artificial intelligence are genuinely leading us closer to a
computer that thinks like a human, we can't help but wonder: What makes a person a person?
Countless writers and filmmakers have created futuristic scenarios to explore this issue and others
like it. But these scenarios may not be so futuristic after all. In the movie Inception, a group of
conspirators implants false memories; in Until the End of the World, a mad scientist is able to read
dreams; in 2001: A Space Odyssey, a supercomputer feels and thinks like a person. And in recent
years, the achievements described in leading scientific journals have included some that might
sound familiar: implanting memories using optogenetics, reading the mind during sleep thanks to
advanced decoding algorithms, and creating a computer that uses deep neural networks to surpass
the abilities of human thought. In NeuroScience Fiction, neuroscientist and author Rodrigo Quiroga
reveals the futuristic present we are living in, showing how the far-out premises of 10 seminal
science fiction movies are being made possible by discoveries happening right now, on the cutting
edge of neuroscience. He also explores the thorny philosophical problems raised as a result, diving
into Minority Report and free will, The Matrix and the illusion of reality, Blade Runner and android
emotion, and more. A heady mix of science fiction, neuroscience, and philosophy, NeuroScience
Fiction takes us from Vanilla Sky to neural research labs, and from Planet of the Apes to what makes
us human. This is a book you'll be thinking about long after the last page—and once you've read it,
you'll never watch a sci-fi blockbuster the same way again.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Self to Self J. David Velleman,
2006-01-26 This collection of essays by philosopher J. David Velleman on personal identity,
autonomy, and moral emotions is united by an overarching thesis that there is no single entity
denoted by 'the self', as well as themes from Kantian ethics and Velleman's work in the philosophy of
action.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: God and the Ethics of Belief
Andrew Dole, Andrew Chignell, 2005-06-06 Philosophy of religion in the Anglo-American tradition
experienced a 'rebirth' following the 1955 publication of New Essays in Philosophical Theology (eds.
Antony Flew and Alisdair MacIntyre). Fifty years later, this volume of essays offers a sampling of the
best work in what is now a very active field, written by some of its most prominent members. A
substantial introduction sketches the developments of the last half-century, while also describing the
'ethics of belief' debate in epistemology and showing how it connects to explicitly religious concerns
and to the topics of the individual contributions. These topics include: the relationship between God
and the natural laws; the metaphysics of bodily resurrection; the role of appeal to 'mystery' in the
religious life; the justification of both theistic belief generally and more specific doctrinal beliefs; and
the social-political aspects of religious faith and practice.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Heaven Jerry L. Walls,
2002-08-29 Heaven as a concept has receded in the Western imagination. As a result our hopes have



been redefined but our identity as human beings has altered. This book argues that the notion can
be defended, and is a resource to address philosophical problems.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Death Shelly Kagan,
2012-04-24 There is one thing we can be sure of: we are all going to die. But once we accept that
fact, the questions begin. In this thought-provoking book, philosophy professor Shelly Kagan
examines the myriad questions that arise when we confront the meaning of mortality. Do we have
reason to believe in the existence of immortal souls? Should we accept an account according to
which people are just material objects, nothing more? Can we make sense of the idea of surviving
the death of one's body? If I won't exist after I die, can death truly be bad for me? Would immortality
be desirable? Is fear of death appropriate? Is suicide ever justified? How should I live in the face of
death? Written in an informal and conversational style, this stimulating and provocative book
challenges many widely held views about death, as it invites the reader to take a fresh look at one of
the central features of the human condition—the fact that we will die.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Persons and Personal
Identity Amy Kind, 2015-10-02 As persons, we are importantly different from all other creatures in
the universe. But in what, exactly, does this difference consist? What kinds of entities are we, and
what makes each of us the same person today that we were yesterday? Could we survive having all
of our memories erased and replaced with false ones? What about if our bodies were destroyed and
our brains were transplanted into android bodies, or if instead our minds were simply uploaded to
computers? In this engaging and accessible introduction to these important philosophical questions,
Amy Kind brings together three different areas of research: the nature of personhood, theories of
personal identity over time, and the constitution of self-identity. Surveying the key contemporary
theories in the philosophical literature, Kind analyzes and assesses their strengths and weaknesses.
As she shows, our intuitions on these issues often pull us in different directions, making it difficult to
develop an adequate general theory. Throughout her discussion, Kind seamlessly interweaves a vast
array of up-to-date examples drawn from both real life and popular fiction, all of which greatly help
to elucidate this central topic in metaphysics. A perfect text for readers coming to these issues for
the first time, Persons and Personal Identity engages with some of the deepest and most important
questions about human nature and our place in the world, making it a vital resource for students and
researchers alike.
  john perry a dialogue on personal identity and immortality: Philosophy through Film
Amy Karofsky, Mary Litch, 2020-12-06 In Philosophy through Film, Amy Karofsky and Mary M. Litch
use recently released, well-received films to explore answers to classic questions in philosophy in an
approachable yet philosophically rigorous manner. Each chapter incorporates one or more films to
examine one longstanding philosophical question or problem and assess some of the best solutions
that have been offered to it. The authors fully integrate the films into their discussion of the issues,
using them to help students become familiar with key topics in all major areas of Western philosophy
and master the techniques of philosophical argumentation. Revised and expanded, changes to the
Fourth Edition include: A brand new chapter on the mind-body problem (chapter 4), which includes
discussions of substance dualism, physicalism, eliminativism, functionalism, and other relevant
theories. The replacement of older movies with nine new focus films: Ad Astra, Arrival, Beautiful
Boy, Divergent, Ex Machina, Her, Live Die Repeat: Edge of Tomorrow, A Serious Man, and Silence.
The addition of two new primary readings to the appendix of source materials: excerpts from
Patricia Smith Churchland’s, Can Neurobiology Teach Us Anything about Consciousness? and Frank
Jackson’s What Mary Didn’t Know. The inclusion of a Website, with a Story Lines of Films by Elapsed
Time for each focus film. The films examined in depth are: Ad Astra, Arrival, Beautiful Boy, Crimes
and Misdemeanors, Divergent, Equilibrium, Ex Machina, Gone Baby Gone, Her, Inception, Live Die
Repeat: Edge of Tomorrow, The Matrix, Memento, Minority Report, Moon, A Serious Man, Silence
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