HISTORY OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY PA

THe RicH HisTorY oF ARMSTRONG COUNTY, PA: FrRoM FRONTIER BEGINNINGS TO MoDERN DAY

HISTORY OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY PA IS A FASCINATING JOURNEY THROUGH TIME, FILLED WITH STORIES OF NATIVE INHABITANTS,
EARLY SETTLERS, INDUSTRIAL GROWTH, AND CULTURAL EVOLUTION. NESTLED IN WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA ALONG THE
ALLEGHENY EIVER, ARMSTRONG COUNTY HAS PLAYED A NOTABLE ROLE IN THE BROADER TAPESTRY OF AMERICAN HISTORY.
EXPLORING THIS COUNTY’S PAST REVEALS NOT ONLY THE TRANSFORMATION OF A REGION BUT ALSO THE RESILIENCE AND SPIRIT
OF ITS PEOPLE.

THE EARLY DAYS: NATIVE AMERICAN RoOTS AND EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT

LONG BEFORE EUROPEAN SETTLERS ARRIVED, THE REGION THAT WOULD BECOME ARMSTRONG COUNTY WAS INHABITED BY
NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES, PRIMARILY THE LENAPE (DELAWARE) AND SHAWNEE PEOPLES. THESE INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES
THRIVED ALONG THE RIVERS AND FORESTS, RELYING ON HUNTING, FISHING, AND AGRICULTURE. THE ALLEGHENY RIVER, A VITAL
WATERWAY, SERVED AS A CRUCIAL ROUTE FOR TRAVEL AND TRADE.

FIrsT EUROPEAN EXPLORERS AND LAND CLAIMS

IN THE 18TH CENTURY, EUROPEAN INTEREST IN WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA GREW AS THE PROMISE OF FERTILE LAND AND NATURAL
RESOURCES ATTRACTED EXPLORERS AND SETTLERS. THE FRENCH AND BRITISH BOTH VIED FOR CONTROL OVER THE OHIO VALLEY
REGION, WHICH INCLUDED PRESENT-DAY ARMSTRONG COUNTY. THE AREA WAS PART OF THE LARGER CONFLICT KNOWN AS THE
FRENCH AND INDIAN W AR (1754~1763), A STRUGGLE THAT SHAPED THE FUTURE OF THE TERRITORY.

FOLLOWING THE BRITISH VICTORY, PENNSYLVANIA’S COLONIAL GOVERNMENT BEGAN ISSUING LAND GRANTS, ENCOURAGING
SETTLERS TO MOVE WESTWARD. MANY OF THESE PIONEERS WERE SCOTS‘|RISH/ GERMANS, AND ENGLISH IMMIGRANTS SEEKING
NEW OPPORTUNITIES. THE DENSE FORESTS AND RUGGED TERRAIN POSED CHALLENGES, BUT THE PROMISE OF FARMLAND AND
ACCESS TO WATERWAYS MADE IT WORTHWHILE.

FORMATION OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY AND ITS NAMESAKE

ARMSTRONG COUNTY WAS OFFICIALLY ESTABLISHED ON MARCH 12, 1800, CARVED OUT OF PARTS OF \W/ESTMORELAND AND
ALLEGHENY COUNTIES. |T WAS NAMED IN HONOR OF JOHN ARMSTRONG SR., A REVOLUTIONARY W/ AR HERO AND PENNSYLVANIA
MILITIA GENERAL. ARMSTRONG WAS WELL-KNOWN FOR HIS LEADERSHIP DURING THE WAR, PARTICULARLY IN THE BATTLE OF
KITTANNING, WHICH WAS A SIGNIFICANT CAMPAIGN AGAINST NATIVE AMERICAN FORCES ALLIED WITH THE BRITISH.

EARLY GOVERNANCE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

AFTER ITS FORMATION, ARMSTRONG COUNTY QUICKLY DEVELOPED A LOCAL GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE, WITH KITTANNING
DESIGNATED AS THE COUNTY SEAT. THE TOWN OF KITTANNING ITSELF HAS DEEP HISTORICAL ROOTS, ORIGINALLY A NATIVE
AMERICAN VILLAGE BEFORE BECOMING A FRONTIER TRADING POST. EARLY SETTLERS ESTABLISHED FARMS, BUILT MILLS, AND
CONSTRUCTED ROADS TO CONNECT THE REGION WITH OTHER PARTS OF PENNSYLVANIA.

COMMUNITIES SPRANG UP AROUND NATURAL RESOURCES, WITH AGRICULTURE REMAINING THE BACKBONE OF THE ECONOMY. THE
RIVERS FACILITATED TRANSPORTATION AND TRADE, ALLOWING ARMSTRONG COUNTY TO GROW STEADILY THROUGHOUT THE
19TH CENTURY.



INDUSTRIAL GROWTH AND THE ROLE OF NATURAL RESOURCES

THE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES MARKED A PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANT INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION IN ARMSTRONG COUNTY. THE
ABUNDANT COAL DEPOSITS, ALONG WITH NATURAL GAS AND TIMBER, ATTRACTED BUSINESSES AND \WORKERS, TURNING THE
AREA INTO A HUB OF ENERGY PRODUCTION.

CoAL MINING AND ITS IMPACT

COAL MINING BECAME ONE OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY’S PRIMARY INDUSTRIES. MINING TOWNS EMERGED, AND THE WORK WAS
OFTEN GRUELING AND DANGEROUS, BUT IT PROVIDED EMPLOYMENT FOR THOUSANDS OF RESIDENTS. THE COAL WAS ESSENTIAL
FOR FUELING STEEL MILLS AND FACTORIES IN PITTSBURGH AND BEYOND, POSITIONING ARMSTRONG COUNTY AS A VITAL
CONTRIBUTOR TO THE REGION’S INDUSTRIAL MIGHT.

STEEL AND MANUFACTURING

IN ADDITION TO MINING, THE STEEL INDUSTRY HAD A NOTABLE PRESENCE. ALONG THE WATERWAYS, SMALL STEEL MILLS AND
MANUFACTURING PLANTS OPERATED, LEVERAGING THE COUNTY’S ACCESS TO RAW MATERIALS AND RIVER TRANSPORTATION.
THIS INDUSTRIAL BASE HELPED ARMSTRONG COUNTY WEATHER ECONOMIC FLUCTUATIONS AND PROVIDED A DIVERSE RANGE OF
JOBS.

CuLTUrAL HeriITAGE AND COMMUNITY LIFE

THE HISTORY OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY, PA, IS NOT JUST ABOUT ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY, IT’S ALSO ABOUT THE PEOPLE
WHO SHAPED ITS CULTURE AND TRADITIONS. THE COUNTY’S RESIDENTS HAVE LONG VALUED COMMUNITY, FAITH, AND
EDUCATION, WHICH HAVE LEFT LASTING MARKS ON ITS IDENTITY.

IMMIGRANT INFLUENCE AND TRADITIONS

THE INFLUX OF IMMIGRANTS, INCLUDING GERMANS, |TALIANS, AND EASTERN EUROPEANS, BROUGHT WITH THEM UNIQUE
CUSTOMS, CUISINES, AND RELIGIOUS PRACTICES. CHURCHES AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS BECAME CENTERS OF COMMUNITY LIFE,
PRESERVING HERITAGE AND FOSTERING UNITY.

EbucATION AND HISTORICAL PRESERVATION

LOCAL SCHOOLS AND HISTORICAL SOCIETIES HAVE PLAYED CRUCIAL ROLES IN MAINTAINING ARMSTRONG COUNTY’S RICH
LEGACY. MUSEUMS AND LANDMARKS, SUCH AS THE ARMSTRONG COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM AND THE KITTANNING HISTORIC
DISTRICT, OFFER VISITORS AND RESIDENTS ALIKE A CHANCE TO CONNECT WITH THE PAST.

MoDERN ARMSTRONG COUNTY: BALANCING TRADITION AND PROGRESS

TODAY, ARMSTRONG COUNTY CONTINUES TO HONOR ITS HISTORICAL ROOTS WHILE ADAPTING TO CONTEMPORARY
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES. WHILE INDUSTRIES HAVE EVOLVED, THE COUNTY REMAINS PROUD OF ITS HERITAGE AND
NATURAL BEAUTY.



TOURISM AND RECREATION

THE COUNTY’S RIVERS, PARKS, AND HISTORIC SITES ATTRACT TOURISTS INTERESTED IN OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES AND HISTORY.
EVENTS AND FESTIVALS CELEBRATE LOCAL CULTURE, BRINGING COMMUNITIES TOGETHER AND SUPPORTING THE LOCAL ECONOMY.

EconoMic DIVERSIFICATION

ARMSTRONG COUNTY IS WORKING TO DIVERSIFY BEYOND TRADITIONAL INDUSTRIES BY PROMOTING SMALL BUSINESSES,
TECHNOLOGY, AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. THIS APPROACH AIMS TO CREATE A BALANCED FUTURE THAT RESPECTS THE
COUNTY’S PAST WHILE EMBRACING INNOVATION.

EXPLORING THE HISTORY OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY/ PA, OFFERS A WINDOW INTO THE BROADER AMERICAN EXPERIENCE—FROM
FRONTIER STRUGGLES AND INDUSTRIAL GROWTH TO CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY RESILIENCE. EACH CHAPTER IN ITS
STORY ADDS DEPTH TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF THIS VIBRANT REGION NESTLED IN THE HEART OF PENNSYLVANIA.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY, PA?

ARMSTRONG CoUNTY, PA, FOUNDED IN 1800, IS HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT FOR ITS ROLE IN EARLY AMERICAN FRONTIER
EXPANSION, ITS INVOLVEMENT IN THE COAL AND NATURAL GAS INDUSTRIES, AND ITS CONTRIBUTIONS TO TRANSPORTATION
DEVELOPMENT ALONG THE ALLEGHENY RIVER.

WHo WwAS ARMSTRONG COUNTY NAMED AFTER?

ARMSTRONG COUNTY WAS NAMED AFTERJOHN ARMSTRONG, A REVOLUTIONARY W/ AR HERO AND A PROMINENT FIGURE IN
PENNSYLVANIA'S EARLY HISTORY.

\WHAT ROLE DID ARMSTRONG COUNTY PLAY DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY
W AR?

DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY \X/AR, THE AREA THAT WOULD BECOME ARMSTRONG COUNTY WAS A FRONTIER REGION
THAT SAW CONFLICTS WITH NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES ALLIED WITH THE BRITISH, IMPACTING SETTLEMENT PATTERNS AND
MILITARY STRATEGIES.

How DID THE COAL INDUSTRY IMPACT ARMSTRONG COUNTY'S DEVELOPMENT?

THE COAL INDUSTRY, PARTICULARLY BITUMINOUS COAL MINING, WAS A MAJOR ECONOMIC DRIVER IN ARMSTRONG COUNTY
DURING THE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES, LEADING TO POPULATION GROWTH, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MINING TOWNS,
AND THE EXPANSION OF RAILROADS.

\WHAT ARE SOME NOTABLE HISTORICAL LANDMARKS IN ARMSTRONG COUNTY, PA?

NOTABLE HISTORICAL LANDMARKS IN ARMSTRONG COUNTY INCLUDE THE KITTANNING CoAL COMPANY STORE, THE ARMSTRONG
CounTY COURTHOUSE, AND VARIOUS HISTORIC SITES RELATED TO NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY AND EARLY AMERICAN
SETTLEMENTS.

How pID THE ALLEGHENY RIVER INFLUENCE THE HISTORY OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY?

THE ALLEGHENY RIVER WAS CRUCIAL TO ARMSTRONG COUNTY'S HISTORY AS A TRANSPORTATION ROUTE FOR GOODS AND



PEOPLE, FACILITATING TRADE, INDUSTRIAL GROWTH, AND SETTLEMENT ALONG ITS BANKS.

\WHAT INDIGENOUS PEOPLES ORIGINALLY INHABITED THE AREA NOW KNOWN AS
ARMSTRONG COUNTY?

BeFORE EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT, THE AREA OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY WAS INHABITED BY NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES SUCH AS THE
SENECA, DELAWARE, AND SHAWNEE PEOPLES.

How DID THE ARRIVAL OF THE RAILROAD AFFECT ARMSTRONG COUNTY IN THE 19TH
CENTURY?

THE ARRIVAL OF THE RAILROAD IN ARMSTRONG COUNTY IN THE 19TH CENTURY BOOSTED ITS ECONOMY BY IMPROVING ACCESS
TO MARKETS, ENCOURAGING INDUSTRIALIZATION, AND CONNECTING THE COUNTY TO LARGER URBAN CENTERS.

\WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF NATURAL GAS DISCOVERIES ON ARMSTRONG COUNTY'S
HISTORY?

THE DISCOVERY AND EXPLOITATION OF NATURAL GAS RESOURCES IN ARMSTRONG COUNTY DURING THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY
20TH CENTURIES CONTRIBUTED TO ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION.

How HAS ARMSTRONG COUNTY PRESERVED ITS HISTORICAL HERITAGE?

ARMSTRONG COUNTY HAS PRESERVED ITS HISTORICAL HERITAGE THROUGH LOCAL MUSEUMS, HISTORICAL SOCIETIES,
PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS, AND ANNUAL EVENTS CELEBRATING THE COUNTY'S RICH CULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PAST.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HisTorY oF ARMSTRONG COUNTY PA: AN IN-DEPTH EXPLORATION

HISTORY OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY PA TRACES A RICH TAPESTRY OF EARLY AMERICAN SETTLEMENT, INDUSTRIAL GROWTH, AND
CULTURAL EVOLUTION NESTLED IN THE WESTERN REGION OF PENNSYLVANIA. ESTABLISHED IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY,
ARMSTRONG COUNTY HAS PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE’S ECONOMY AND IDENTITY. THIS
ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE COUNTY’S ORIGINS, ITS TRANSFORMATION THROUGH THE INDUSTRIAL ERA, AND ITS PLACE IN
CONTEMPORARY PENNSYLVANIA, OFFERING A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF ITS HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE.

FOUNDING AND EARLY SETTLEMENT

THE HISTORY OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY PA BEGINS IN EARNEST IN 1800 WHEN IT WAS OFFICIALLY FORMED FROM PARTS OF
ALLEGHENY, W/ESTMORELAND, AND LYCOMING COUNTIES. NAMED AFTER JOHN ARMSTRONG SR., A REVOLUTIONARY W/ AR
GENERAL AND PROMINENT FIGURE IN PENNSYLVANIA’S MILITARY HISTORY, THE COUNTY’S INITIAL ESTABLISHMENT REFLECTED THE
WESTWARD EXPANSION OF SETTLERS IN POST-COLONIAL AMERICA. THE REGION WAS ORIGINALLY INHABITED BY NATIVE
AMERICAN TRIBES, PRIMARILY THE IROQUOIS AND SHAWNEE, WHOSE PRESENCE AND INTERACTIONS WITH EUROPEAN SETTLERS
SIGNIFICANTLY SHAPED THE EARLY CULTURAL LANDSCAPE.

THE COUNTY’S EARLY ECONOMY WAS PREDOMINANTLY AGRARIAN, WITH SETTLERS HARNESSING THE FERTILE LANDS ALONG THE
ALLEGHENY RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES. THE RIVER ITSELF WAS A CRITICAL ARTERY FOR TRADE AND TRANSPORTATION,
FACILITATING THE MOVEMENT OF GOODS AND PEOPLE. SMALL TOWNS AND COMMUNITIES BEGAN TO EMERGE, SUPPORTED BY
FARMING, HUNTING, AND RUDIMENTARY COMMERCE.



GEOGRAPHICAL AND STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE

ARMSTRONG COUNTY’S GEOGRAPHY PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN ITS HISTORICAL TRAJECTORY. LOCATED NORTHEAST OF
PITTSBURGH, IT OCCUPIES A STRATEGIC POSITION ALONG THE ALLEGHENY RIVER, WHICH WAS VITAL FOR NAVIGATION AND
RESOURCE DISTRIBUTION. THE ROLLING HILLS, RICH FORESTS, AND ABUNDANT WATERWAYS PROVIDED NATURAL RESOURCES
THAT UNDERPINNED EARLY INDUSTRIES SUCH AS LUMBER, COAL MINING, AND LATER, OIL EXTRACTION.

THE PRESENCE OF THE RIVER ALSO MADE ARMSTRONG COUNTY A SIGNIFICANT SITE DURING VARIOUS MILITARY CONFLICTS,
INCLUDING THE FRENCH AND INDIAN \X/ AR AND LATER SKIRMISHES DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY W/ AR ERA. FORT ARMSTRONG,
CONSTRUCTED NEAR PRESENT-DAY KITTANNING, SERVED AS A DEFENSIVE OUTPOST AND SYMBOLIZED THE AREA’S MILITARY
IMPORTANCE.

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

As THE 19TH CENTURY PROGRESSED, THE HISTORY OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY PA BECAME INTERTWINED WITH THE BROADER
WAVE OF INDUSTRIALIZATION SWEEPING THROUGH THE UNITED STATES. THE COUNTY’S NATURAL RESOURCES, PARTICULARLY
COAL AND NATURAL GAS, ATTRACTED SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENT AND LABOR. MINING TOWNS SPROUTED, AND THE EXPANSION OF
THE RAILROAD NETWORK CONNECTED ARMSTRONG COUNTY TO LARGER MARKETS, FACILITATING ECONOMIC GROWTH.

THE RISE OF MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES, INCLUDING STEEL PRODUCTION AND GLASSMAKING, TRANSFORMED THE COUNTY’S
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC FABRIC. THESE INDUSTRIES NOT ONLY PROVIDED EMPLOYMENT BUT ALSO INFLUENCED MIGRATION
PATTERNS, BRINGING DIVERSE ETHNIC GROUPS INTO THE REGION. GERMAN, |EISH, AND EASTERN EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS
CONTRIBUTED TO THE CULTURAL MOSAIC, ESTABLISHING CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS.

EcoNoMic CHALLENGES AND SHIFTS

DESPITE ITS INDUSTRIAL SUCCESSES, ARMSTRONG COUNTY FACED CHALLENGES COMMON TO MANY RUST BELT REGIONS. THE
DECLINE OF COAL MINING AND STEEL MANUFACTURING IN THE MID-20TH CENTURY LED TO ECONOMIC DOWNTURNS AND
POPULATION SHIFTS. MANY TOWNS EXPERIENCED REDUCED EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES, PROMPTING EFFORTS TO DIVERSIFY THE
LOCAL ECONOMY THROUGH AGRICULTURE, SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT, AND TOURISM.

THE HISTORY OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY PA REFLECTS THIS CYCLE OF BOOM AND BUST, WITH PERIODS OF PROSPERITY GIVING
WAY TO ECONOMIC HARDSHIP. HO\X/EVERI COMMUNITY RESILIENCE AND ADAPTIVE STRATEGIES HAVE HELPED MAINTAIN THE
COUNTY’S RELEVANCE WITHIN PENNSYLVANIA’S ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE.

CuULTURAL AND HisTORICAL LANDMARKS

ARMSTRONG COUNTY’S RICH HISTORY IS PRESERVED THROUGH NUMEROUS LANDMARKS AND INSTITUTIONS THAT PROVIDE
INSIGHT INTO ITS PAST. THE KITTANNING CITIZENS BRIDGE AND THE HISTORIC COURTHOUSE IN KITTANNING STAND AS
TESTAMENTS TO THE COUNTY’S ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE. MUSEUMS SUCH AS THE ARMSTRONG COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM
AND THE KITTANNING CoAL COMPANY MUSEUM OFFER CURATED NARRATIVES OF THE REGION’S INDUSTRIAL AND CULTURAL
EVOLUTION.

NoTABLE HISTORICAL EVENTS

- THE KITTANNING EXPEDITION OF 1756: A SIGNIFICANT MILITARY RAID DURING THE FRENCH AND INDIAN W/ AR TARGETING
NATIVE AMERICAN SETTLEMENTS ALLIED WITH THE FRENCH.

- THE GROWTH OF THE OIL INDUSTRY IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY: ARMSTRONG COUNTY WAS PART OF PENNSYLVANIA’S OIL
BOOM, CONTRIBUTING TO THE STATE’S PROMINENCE IN EARLY PETROLEUM PRODUCTION.



- THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CANAL SYSTEM: THIS INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITATED TRADE AND TRANSPORT,
INTEGRATING ARMSTRONG COUNTY MORE CLOSELY WITH STATE AND NATIONAL MARKETS.

MoDERN-DAY ARMSTRONG COUNTY: HERITAGE AND PROGRESS

TODAY/ THE HISTORY OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY PA CONTINUES TO INFORM ITS IDENTITY AS THE COUNTY BALANCES
PRESERVATION WITH PROGRESS. EFFORTS TO REVITALIZE DOWNTOWN AREAS, PROMOTE HERITAGE TOURISM, AND SUPPORT
LOCAL BUSINESSES UNDERSCORE A COMMITMENT TO HONORING THE PAST WHILE EMBRACING FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES.

THE EDUCATIONAL SECTOR, INCLUDING INSTITUTIONS LIKE ARMSTRONG CoUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, PLAYS A ROLE IN
FOSTERING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND CULTURAL AWARENESS. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION INITIATIVES ALSO
ACKNOWLEDGE THE COUNTY’S NATURAL ASSETS, EMPHASIZING SUSTAINABLE USE OF RESOURCES THAT WERE HISTORICALLY
CENTRAL TO ITS ECONOMY.

THE DEMOGRAPHIC COMPOSITION REMAINS LARGELY REFLECTIVE OF ITS HISTORICAL IMMIGRATION PATTERNS, WITH COMMUNITIES
MAINTAINING TRADITIONS THROUGH FESTIVALS, CULINARY ARTS, AND LOCAL CRAFTS. THESE CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS ENRICH
ARMSTRONG COUNTY’S SOCIAL FABRIC AND ATTRACT VISITORS INTERESTED IN AUTHENTIC REGIONAL EXPERIENCES.

ARMSTRONG COUNTY IN PENNSYLVANIA’S BROADER NARRATIVE

\/HEN COMPARED TO NEIGHBORING COUNTIES SUCH AS BUTLER AND \X/ESTMORELAND/ ARMSTRONG COUNTY’S HISTORY IS
DISTINGUISHED BY ITS BLEND OF RURAL CHARM AND INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE. WHILE SOME ADJACENT AREAS UNDERWENT MORE
AGGRESSIVE URBANIZATION, ARMSTRONG HAS RETAINED SIGNIFICANT PORTIONS OF ITS NATURAL LANDSCAPE, WHICH CONTINUES
TO SHAPE ITS DEVELOPMENT TRAJECTORY.

MOREOVER, ITS HISTORICAL ROLE AS A TRANSPORTATION HUB ALONG THE ALLEGHENY RIVER HAS BESTOWED A UNIQUE
IDENTITY THAT COMBINES LOGISTICAL SIGNIFICANCE WITH CULTURAL DEPTH. THIS DUALITY OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHTS FOR
RESEARCHERS AND HISTORIANS STUDYING PENNSYLVANIA’S COMPLEX SETTLEMENT AND INDUSTRIAL PATTERNS.

THE ONGOING PRESERVATION OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY’S HISTORY THROUGH DOCUMENTATION, EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT ENSURES THAT ITS STORY REMAINS ACCESSIBLE AND RELEVANT. THIS APPROACH NOT ONLY HONORS THE PAST BUT
ALSO PROVIDES A FOUNDATION FOR INFORMED DECISION-MAKING IN REGIONAL PLANNING AND CULTURAL INITIATIVES.

ARMSTRONG COUNTY’S NARRATIVE IS A COMPELLING CHAPTER IN PENNSYLVANIA’S BROADER HISTORY, ILLUSTRATING THEMES
OF RESILIENCE, ADAPTATION, AND COMMUNITY SPIRIT THAT CONTINUE TO DEFINE THE REGION INTO THE 2 1ST CENTURY.
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Robert Walter Smith, 2017-10-15 Excerpt from History of Armstrong County, Pennsylvania By act of
March 27, 1790, 300 were granted to Reading Howell for delineating on his map all the lines of this
state, as established by law, or other wise ascertained. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.
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Armstrong County, Vol. 1 of 2: Pennsylvania, Her People, Past and Present; Embracing a History of
the County and a Genealogical and Biographical Record of Representative Families Local history
affords the best method of preserving national history, and this is part of the story of American
development; but personal biographies are of much greater assistance in linking the past with the
present. The names of Armstrong's pioneers are indissolubly linked with those of their present
descend ants; the work would be incomplete if reference to the citizens of the county now living
were omitted. Many are the natives of this county who are more than locally famous. Few other
divisions of this Commonwealth can show so varied a list of those whose works have made them
prominent above their fellow citizens. He who expects to find the 'work entirely free from errors or
defects has little knowledge of the difficulties attending the preparation of a work of this kind, and
should indulgently bear in mind that it is much easier to be critical than to be correct. It is,
therefore, trusted that the history will be received by the public in that generous spirit which is
satisfied with honest and conscientious effort. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is
a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present
in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.
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not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced
typos. (2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have
endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact.
Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve
to be made available for future generations to enjoy.
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history of armstrong county pa: History of Burrell Township, Armstrong County, Pennsylvania
Robert Walter Smith, 1883

history of armstrong county pa: Armstrong County, Vol. 1 of 2, 2015-07-26 Excerpt from
Armstrong County, Vol. 1 of 2: Pennsylvania, Her People, Past and Present; Embracing a History of
the County and a Genealogical and Biographical Record of Representative Families In presenting
Armstrong County and Her People to the public the publishers desire to express their appreciation
of the cordial welcome given to those whose task it was to gather the matter contained in these
volumes. The foundation was thoroughly laid by the late Robert W. Smith, who labored for years to
gather the data for his posthumous history of the county, published in 1883. Mr. Smith failed to see
his work in print, but the thoroughness of his work and the accuracy of his statements have gained
him a fame that will last as long as the existence of the county. We have added to the older data a
large mass of important statistical matter relating to the period succeeding 1876, and condensed
into a systematic plan all of the important occurrences and developments within the bounds of the
county up to 1913. Local history affords the best method of preserving national history, and this is
part of the story of American development; but personal biographies are of much greater assistance
in linking the past with the present. The names of Armstrong's pioneers are indissolubly linked with
those of their present descendants; the work would be incomplete if reference to the citizens of the
county now living were omitted. Many are the natives of this county who are more than locally
famous. Few other divisions of this Commonwealth can show so varied a list of those whose works
have made them prominent above their fellow citizens. He who expects to find the work entirely free
from errors or defects has little knowledge of the difficulties attending the preparation of a work of
this kind, and should indulgently bear in mind that it is much easier to be critical than to be correct.
It is, therefore, trusted that the history will be received by the public in that generous spirit which is
satisfied with honest and conscientious effort. In the gathering of this mass of data it was with
pleasure that we accepted the aid of many persons whose friendly offices facilitated the work of
compilation. Much of the actual work of collecting the material was done by George Parke, by and
with the advisory assistance and direction of H. H. Wray, of the Leechburg Advance. The medical
chapter was prepared by J. B. F. Wyant, M. D., of Kittanning. Rev. T. J. Frederick, of Spring Church,
wrote the chapter on the fruit industry. Especial acknowledgment is made to the county
commissioners, W. H. Jack, Israel Shafer and William Heckman; the register, Harry B. Henderson,
and prothonotary, I. T. Campbell, for the readiness they showed in looking up records; to Judge John
H. Painter, for access to his extensive library; to Father A. A. Lambing, LL. D., for revision of the
early history; and to the following persons for many courtesies and assistance given: R. B. McKee, of
the Freeport Journal; John T. Simpson, editor of the Daily Leader, at Kittanning; Frank M. Fries,
editor of the Times, at Kittanning; M. B. Oswald, of the Kittanning Free Press; Harry E. Himes, of the
Kittanning Tribune; W. C. Marshall, of the Dayton News; T. J. Baldrige, of the Apollo News-Record;
Orr Buffington, of Kittanning; James Denny Daugherty, of Kittanning; T. T. Meredith, of Widnoon; S.
S. Blyholder, of the State Grange; and Mrs. Paul McKenrick, secretary. of the Armstrong County
Sabbath School Association. The work, which is one of generous amplitude, is placed in the hands of
the public with the belief that it will be found a valuable addition to the library, as well as an
invaluable contribution to the historical and genealogical literature of Pennsylvania. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com
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