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Gordon Allport and The Nature of Prejudice: Understanding the Roots of Bias

gordon allport the nature of prejudice is a phrase that resonates deeply within social psychology
and the study of human behavior. Gordon Allport, a pioneering psychologist, made significant
contributions to understanding how prejudice forms, why it persists, and what can be done to reduce
it. His landmark book, *The Nature of Prejudice*, published in 1954, remains a foundational text that
continues to influence scholars, educators, and activists aiming to foster tolerance and diminish
discrimination in society.

Exploring Allport’s insights opens a window into the complexities of prejudice, revealing it as more
than just irrational dislike—it’s a multifaceted social phenomenon shaped by psychological, cultural,
and societal forces.

Who Was Gordon Allport?

Before diving into his seminal work on prejudice, it’s helpful to know a bit about the man behind the
theories. Gordon Willard Allport was an American psychologist born in 1897. He was a pioneer in
personality psychology but also deeply invested in social psychology, particularly in understanding
how individuals relate to groups different from their own.

Allport’s approach was grounded in empirical research and humanistic values. He believed that
prejudice was not an inherent trait but a learned behavior that could, therefore, be unlearned. This
optimistic view set the stage for his detailed exploration of the causes and consequences of prejudice.

Understanding The Nature of Prejudice

At its core, *The Nature of Prejudice* examines how and why individuals develop prejudiced attitudes
toward others based on race, religion, ethnicity, nationality, or other group identities. Allport’s work
was groundbreaking in that it synthesized a wide range of studies, personal observations, and
psychological theories into a comprehensive framework.

What Is Prejudice According to Allport?

Allport defined prejudice as “an antipathy based upon a faulty and inflexible generalization.” In
simpler terms, prejudice is a negative attitude directed at people simply because they belong to a
particular group, often without accurate knowledge or personal experience. This rigid mindset leads
to stereotyping, discrimination, and social conflict.

He emphasized that prejudice is not just about overt hostility; it can be subtle and unconscious,
manifesting in the way people talk, behave, or make decisions.



The Psychological Roots of Prejudice

One of the most valuable aspects of Allport’s work is his exploration of the psychological mechanisms
behind prejudice. He pointed out that prejudice often arises from basic human tendencies such as:

- **Categorization:** Humans naturally categorize others to simplify the social world, but this can lead
to overgeneralization.
- **Ingroup Favoritism:** People tend to favor those who belong to their own group, leading to bias
against outsiders.
- **Scapegoating:** When people face frustration or economic hardship, they may blame another
group unfairly.
- **Social Learning:** Prejudice is often learned from family, peers, media, and cultural norms.

Understanding these psychological roots helps us see why prejudice is so persistent and difficult to
eradicate.

The Contact Hypothesis: A Key Insight from Allport’s
Research

One of the most influential contributions from *The Nature of Prejudice* is the Contact Hypothesis.
Allport proposed that under certain conditions, direct contact between members of different groups
could reduce prejudice. This idea challenged the assumption that segregation or avoidance was the
best way to manage intergroup tension.

Conditions for Successful Intergroup Contact

Allport outlined specific conditions necessary for contact to be effective in reducing bias:

1. **Equal Status:** Both groups should engage as equals to prevent dominance or resentment.
2. **Common Goals:** Working toward shared objectives fosters cooperation and mutual respect.
3. **Intergroup Cooperation:** Collaboration rather than competition is crucial.
4. **Support of Authorities:** Endorsement by social norms or institutions encourages positive
interactions.

When these criteria are met, contact can break down stereotypes, reduce anxiety about difference,
and promote empathy.

Modern Applications of the Contact Hypothesis

Today, educators, community leaders, and policymakers use Allport’s insights to design programs
that encourage meaningful interactions across racial, ethnic, and cultural lines. For example, diverse
schools that foster cooperative learning and inclusive extracurricular activities often see fewer
instances of prejudice and bullying.



Moreover, workplace diversity training increasingly incorporates principles from the Contact
Hypothesis to create more inclusive environments.

Allport’s Typology of Prejudice

Another important element in *The Nature of Prejudice* is Allport’s categorization of different types of
prejudice. He recognized that prejudice is not a single monolithic concept but varies in intensity and
expression.

Antilocution: Negative talk or verbal hostility without overt action.

Avoidance: Deliberate avoidance of members of the disliked group.

Discrimination: Actions taken to exclude or harm the targeted group.

Physical Attack: Violence directed against the group.

Extermination: The most extreme form, involving attempts to eliminate a group.

This continuum helps researchers and practitioners identify where prejudice lies within a society or
individual and tailor interventions accordingly.

The Legacy of Gordon Allport’s Work on Prejudice

The relevance of *The Nature of Prejudice* extends beyond academic circles. Allport’s insights have
shaped civil rights movements, multicultural education, and social justice initiatives worldwide. His
emphasis on empathy, understanding, and the potential for change continues to inspire efforts to
build more equitable societies.

Tips for Applying Allport’s Ideas to Everyday Life

If you’re interested in combating prejudice in your own community or personal interactions, here are
some practical takeaways inspired by Allport’s work:

- **Seek out meaningful contact** with people from different backgrounds, aiming for cooperation
rather than just casual encounters.
- **Challenge stereotypes** by learning about others’ experiences and perspectives.
- **Reflect on your own biases** and how they may affect your behavior.
- **Promote inclusive environments** in schools, workplaces, and social groups.
- **Support policies and leaders** that encourage equality and respect.

By understanding the nature of prejudice through Allport’s lens, we can better recognize how



prejudice operates and how to dismantle it.

Why Gordon Allport’s *The Nature of Prejudice* Still
Matters

In a world still grappling with racial tensions, xenophobia, and social divisions, revisiting Allport’s *The
Nature of Prejudice* feels more urgent than ever. His combination of scientific rigor and human
compassion offers a roadmap not only to understand the origins of prejudice but to envision a future
where diversity is embraced rather than feared.

The book’s enduring influence reminds us that while prejudice may be deeply ingrained, it is not
immutable. Through education, dialogue, and intentional social structures, change is possible—a
message as hopeful today as it was over six decades ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Gordon Allport and what is he known for in
psychology?
Gordon Allport was an American psychologist known for his pioneering work in personality psychology
and social psychology, particularly for his contributions to the understanding of prejudice and
intergroup relations.

What is the main thesis of Gordon Allport's book 'The Nature
of Prejudice'?
In 'The Nature of Prejudice,' Gordon Allport argues that prejudice is a universal psychological
phenomenon rooted in cognitive and social processes, and he explores its causes, manifestations, and
potential ways to reduce it.

What is the Contact Hypothesis proposed by Gordon Allport in
'The Nature of Prejudice'?
The Contact Hypothesis, proposed by Allport, suggests that under appropriate conditions,
interpersonal contact is one of the most effective ways to reduce prejudice between majority and
minority group members.

What conditions did Gordon Allport identify as necessary for
reducing prejudice through intergroup contact?
Allport identified four key conditions for contact to reduce prejudice: equal status between groups,
common goals, intergroup cooperation, and support of authorities, law, or custom.



How has Gordon Allport's work on prejudice influenced
modern social psychology?
Allport's work laid the foundation for research on intergroup relations, social identity, and prejudice
reduction strategies, influencing areas such as diversity training, anti-discrimination policies, and
interventions promoting social harmony.

Additional Resources
Gordon Allport The Nature of Prejudice: An Analytical Review

gordon allport the nature of prejudice remains a seminal work in social psychology, offering a
comprehensive exploration of the origins, manifestations, and potential remedies for prejudice.
Published in 1954, Allport’s book not only pioneered the academic study of prejudice but also laid the
groundwork for subsequent research on stereotyping, discrimination, and intergroup relations. This
article delves into the critical insights from Allport’s influential text, examining its relevance in
contemporary discussions of bias and social cohesion.

Understanding Prejudice Through Gordon Allport’s
Lens

Gordon Allport, a distinguished psychologist, approached prejudice as a complex social phenomenon
rooted in human cognition and social structures. In *The Nature of Prejudice*, he defines prejudice as
a “feeling, favorable or unfavorable, toward a person or thing, prior to, or not based on, actual
experience.” This definition underscores the emotional and irrational components of prejudice,
distinguishing it from mere ignorance or lack of information.

Allport’s analytical framework categorizes prejudice into multiple forms, including racial, ethnic,
religious, and nationalistic biases. His interdisciplinary method integrates psychological theory with
sociological observations, making the book a foundational resource for both social scientists and
policymakers aiming to understand and mitigate discriminatory behaviors.

Key Concepts and Theoretical Contributions

One of the pivotal contributions of *The Nature of Prejudice* is Allport’s identification of the
psychological mechanisms that sustain prejudice. He argues that stereotypes are cognitive shortcuts
that simplify complex social realities but often perpetuate false or exaggerated beliefs about
outgroups. This stereotyping process fosters in-group favoritism and out-group hostility, which can
escalate into overt discrimination.

Another core concept introduced by Allport is the “contact hypothesis.” He posits that under specific
conditions, interpersonal contact between members of different groups can reduce prejudice. This
hypothesis has since become a benchmark for designing interventions aimed at promoting social
integration and tolerance.



The Impact of Gordon Allport’s Work on Contemporary
Social Psychology

The enduring relevance of Allport’s *The Nature of Prejudice* is evident in the way modern social
psychology approaches intergroup conflict and bias. His work has inspired a vast body of empirical
research investigating the cognitive, emotional, and social roots of prejudice. For example,
contemporary studies often build upon Allport’s contact hypothesis by examining how factors such as
equality, cooperation, and shared goals influence prejudice reduction.

Moreover, Allport’s insights inform diversity training programs, anti-discrimination policies, and
educational curricula worldwide. His emphasis on understanding the subjective experiences of both
the prejudiced and the targets of prejudice has paved the way for more nuanced approaches to social
justice.

Comparative Analysis with Other Theories of Prejudice

While Gordon Allport’s *The Nature of Prejudice* laid the groundwork, other theoretical models have
expanded or challenged his ideas. The social identity theory, for instance, emphasizes group
membership and identity as key drivers of prejudice, suggesting that people derive self-esteem from
their affiliations. This contrasts with Allport’s focus on individual attitudes and interpersonal contact.

Similarly, cognitive theories such as the attribution-error model explore how people explain others’
behaviors in biased ways, reinforcing stereotypes. Nevertheless, Allport’s work remains a reference
point, especially for its pragmatic approach to reducing prejudice through structured social
interactions.

Practical Applications and Limitations

Allport’s framework has been instrumental in developing practical strategies aimed at combating
prejudice. Educational programs based on his contact hypothesis encourage meaningful interaction
between diverse groups to foster empathy and understanding. Policies promoting integration in
workplaces, schools, and communities often draw on these principles.

However, some critics argue that Allport’s model may underestimate the structural and systemic
dimensions of prejudice. While interpersonal contact can alleviate individual biases, it does not
necessarily dismantle institutional inequalities or address power imbalances that perpetuate
discrimination on a larger scale. This limitation highlights the need for complementary approaches
that tackle both personal attitudes and societal frameworks.

Pros and Cons of Allport’s Approach

Pros: Offers a clear psychological definition of prejudice; introduces actionable strategies like



the contact hypothesis; bridges psychology and sociology effectively.

Cons: May overlook systemic and institutional factors; assumes ideal conditions for contact that
are often difficult to realize; focuses more on attitudes than behaviors.

Relevance in Today’s Social Climate

In an era marked by heightened awareness of racial, ethnic, and cultural tensions, revisiting Gordon
Allport’s *The Nature of Prejudice* offers valuable insights. The persistence of implicit biases and
social divisions indicates that prejudice remains a pressing social issue. Allport’s emphasis on the
psychological roots of prejudice encourages ongoing efforts to promote empathy, critical self-
reflection, and constructive dialogue.

Digital media and social networks have transformed the landscape of social interaction, often
amplifying stereotypes and echo chambers. Yet, the principles behind the contact hypothesis can
inform virtual initiatives designed to bridge divides and foster inclusive communities. Thus, Allport’s
legacy continues to inspire both theoretical inquiry and practical action.

The exploration of *Gordon Allport the nature of prejudice* reveals a work that is as much about
understanding human psychology as it is about envisioning a more equitable society. Its nuanced
analysis and forward-thinking propositions make it a cornerstone in the ongoing quest to comprehend
and combat prejudice in all its forms.

Gordon Allport The Nature Of Prejudice

  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: The Nature Of Prejudice Gordon W. Allport,
1979-01-22 The classic psychological study of the roots of discrimination. First published in 1954,
The Nature of Prejudice remains the standard work on discrimination. With profound insight into the
complexities of the human experience, Harvard psychologist Gordon Allport organized a mass of
research to produce a landmark study on the roots and nature of prejudice. Allport's comprehensive
and penetrating work examines all aspects of this age-old problem: its roots in individual and social
psychology, its varieties of expression, its impact on the individuals and communities. He explores
all kinds of prejudice -- racial, religious, ethnic, economic and sexual -- and offers suggestions for
reducing the devastating effects of discrimination. In this unabridged edition, a new introduction by
Kenneth B. Clark of Columbia University and a new preface by Thomas Pettigrew of Harvard
University update the social-psychological research in prejudice and attest to the enduring values of
Allport's original theories and insights.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: On the Nature of Prejudice John F. Dovidio, Peter
Glick, Laurie A. Rudman, 2008-04-15 On the Nature of Prejudice commemorates the fiftieth
anniversary of the publication of Gordon Allport’s classic work on prejudice and discrimination by
examining the current state of knowledge in the field. A distinguished collection of international
scholars considers Allport’s impact on the field, reviews recent developments, and identifies
promising directions for future investigation. Organized around Allport's central themes, this book
provides a state-of-the-art, comprehensive view of where the field has been, where it is now, and
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where it is going.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: An Analysis of Gordon W. Allport's The Nature
of Prejudice Alexander O’Connor, 2017-07-05 Gordon W. Allport’s 1954 book The Nature of
Prejudice not only helped mold the ways in which psychologists investigate prejudice – it also shaped
US society as a whole, making a substantial contribution to the Civil Rights Movement and
America’s anti-discrimination and anti-segregation laws.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: An Analysis of Gordon W. Allport's The Nature
of Prejudice Alexander O’Connor, 2017-07-05 With his 1954 book The Nature of Prejudice,
American psychologist Gordon Allport displays the crucial skill of reasoning, producing and
organizing an argument that was persuasive enough to have a major impact not only in universities,
but also on government policy. The question that Allport tackled was an old one: why are people so
disposed to prejudice against those from other groups? Earlier psychologists had suggested a
number of reasons, especially in the case of racial prejudice. Some had suggested that racism was a
learned behaviour, conditioned by negative experiences of other races; others that there was an
objective rationale to negative racial stereotypes. Allport, however, reasoned that prejudice is
essentially a by-product of the necessary mental shortcuts the human brain uses to process the vast
amount of information it takes in. Because our brains want to use as little effort as possible, they
regularly fall back on simple stereotypes – which easily generate prejudice. Gathering strong
evidence for this hypothesis, he reasoned, clearly and persuasively, that our natural cognitive
approach is the most significant factor in accounting for prejudice. Going further still, Allport also
reasoned that, once this was better understood, social scientists would be able to influence
policy-makers to curb discrimination by law.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: The Nature of Prejudice Gordon Willard Allport,
1954 Non Aboriginal material; preferential thinking, group differences, sociocultural factors,
dynamics of and acquiring prejudice, character structure, reducing group tensions (including legal
aspects)
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: The Nature of Prejudice Alexander O'Connor,
2017-07-15 Gordon W. Allport's 1954 book The Nature of Prejudice not only helped mold the ways in
which psychologists investigate prejudice - it also shaped US society as a whole, making a
substantial contribution to the Civil Rights Movement and America's anti-discrimination and
anti-segregation laws.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: LIFE , 1954-10-25 LIFE Magazine is the treasured
photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the largest,
most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse, search and
view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post images for
personal use.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: Social Scientists for Social Justice John P. Jackson,
Jr., 2001-11-01 In one of the twentieth century's landmark Supreme Court cases, Brown v. Board of
Education, social scientists such as Kenneth Clark helped to convince the Supreme Court Justices of
the debilitating psychological effects of racism and segregation. John P. Jackson, Jr., examines the
well-known studies used in support of Brown, such as Clark’s famous “doll tests,” as well as decades
of research on race which lead up to the case. Jackson reveals the struggles of social scientists in
their effort to impact American law and policy on race and poverty and demonstrates that without
these scientists, who brought their talents to bear on the most pressing issues of the day, we
wouldn’t enjoy the legal protections against discrimination we may now take for granted. For anyone
interested in the history and legacy of Brown v. Board of Education, this is an essential book.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: The Claim to Christianity Hannah Strømmen,
Ulrich Schmiedel, 2020-06-30 The far right is on the rise across Europe, pushing a battle scenario in
which Islam clashes with Christianity as much as Christianity clashes with Islam. From the margins
to the mainstream, far-right protesters and far-right politicians call for the defence of Europe’s
Christian culture. The far right claims Christianity. This book investigates contemporary far-right



claims to Christianity. Ulrich Schmiedel and Hannah Strømmen examine the theologies that emerge
in the far right across Europe, concentrating on Norway, Germany and Great Britain. They explore
how churches in these three countries have been complicit, complacent or critical of the far right,
sometimes intentionally and sometimes unintentionally. Ultimately, Schmiedel and Strømmen
encourage a creative and collaborative theological response. To counter the far right, Christianity
needs to be practiced in an open and open-ended way which calls Christians into contact with
Muslims.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: Who's the Bigot? Linda C. McClain, 2020-02-03
Historically, critics of interracial, interfaith, and most recently same-sex marriage have invoked
conscience and religious liberty to defend their objections, and often they have been accused of
bigotry. Although denouncing and preventing bigotry is a shared political value with a long history,
people disagree over who is a bigot and what makes a belief, attitude, or action bigoted. This is
evident from the rejoinder that calling out bigotry is intolerant political correctness, even bigotry
itself. In Who's the Bigot?, the eminent legal scholar Linda C. McClain traces the rhetoric of bigotry
and conscience across a range of debates relating to marriage and antidiscrimination law. Is bigotry
simply the term society gives to repudiated beliefs that now are beyond the pale? She argues that
the differing views people hold about bigotry reflect competing understandings of what it means to
be on the wrong side of history and the ways present forms of discrimination resemble or differ from
past forms. Furthermore, McClain shows that bigotry has both a backward- and forward-looking
dimension. We not only learn the meaning of bigotry by looking to the past, but we also use
examples of bigotry, on which there is now consensus, as the basis for making new judgments about
what does or does not constitute bigotry and coming to new understandings of both injustice and
justice. By examining charges of bigotry and defenses based on conscience and religious belief in
these debates, Who's the Bigot? makes a novel and timely contribution to our understanding of the
relationship between religious liberty and discrimination in American life.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: Intergroup Relations Michael A. Hogg, Dominic
Abrams, 2001 This anthology examines Love's Labours Lost from a variety of perspectives and
through a wide range of materials. Selections discuss the play in terms of historical context, dating,
and sources; character analysis; comic elements and verbal conceits; evidence of authorship;
performance analysis; and feminist interpretations. Alongside theater reviews, production
photographs, and critical commentary, the volume also includes essays written by practicing theater
artists who have worked on the play. An index by name, literary work, and concept rounds out this
valuable resource.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: An Essay on the Principle of Population Nick Broten,
2017-07-05 One of the most influential books on economics ever written, Malthus' work remains one
of the most controversial, too. Arguing that unchecked population growth will eventually outstrip
food availability and lead to famine and disease, this 1798 work inspired naturalists Darwin and
Wallace to develop the theory of natural selection.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: An Analysis of John Locke's Two Treatises of
Government Jeremy Kleidosty, Ian Jackson, 2017-07-05 John Locke’s 1689 Two Treatises of
Government is a key text in the history of political theory – one whose influence remains marked on
modern politics, the American Constitution and beyond. Two Treatises is more than a seminal work
on the nature and legitimacy of government. It is also a masterclass in two key critical thinking
skills: evaluation and reasoning. Evaluation is all about judging and assessing arguments – asking
how relevant, adequate and convincing they are. And, at its heart, the first of Locke’s two treatises is
pure evaluation: a long and incisive dissection of a treatise on the arguments in Sir Robert Filmer’s
Patriarcha. Filmer’s book had defended the doctrine that kings were absolute rulers whose
legitimacy came directly from God (the so-called “divine right of kings”), basing his arguments on
Biblical explanations and evidence. Locke carefully rebutted Filmer’s arguments, on their own
terms, by reference to both the Bible and to recorded history. Finding Filmer’s evidence either to be
insufficient or unacceptable, Locke concluded that his argument for patriarchy was weak to the



point of invalidity. In the second of Locke’s treatises, the author goes on to construct his own
argument concerning the sources of legitimate power, and the nature of that power. Carefully
building his own argument from a logical consideration of man in “the state of nature”, Locke
creates a convincing argument that civilised society should be based on natural human rights and
the social contract.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: An Analysis of Thomas Paine's Rights of Man Mariana
Assis, Jason Xidias, 2017-07-05 Thomas Paine’s 1791 Rights of Man is an impassioned political tract
showing how the critical thinking skills of evaluation and reasoning can, and must, be applied to
contentious issues. Divided into two parts, Rights of Man is, first, a response to Edmund Burke’s
arguments against the French Revolution, put forward in his Reflections on the Revolution in France
– also available in the Macat Library – and, second, an argument for how to run a fair and just
society. The first part is a sustained performance in evaluation: Paine takes Burke’s arguments, and
systematically exposes the ways in which Burke’s reasons against revolution are inadequate
compared to the necessity of having a just society run according to a universal notion of people’s
rights as individuals. The second part turns to an examination of different political systems, setting
out a powerfully-structured argument for universal rights, a clear constitution enshrined in law, and
a universal right to vote. Though Paine is in many ways a stronger rhetorician than he is a clear
thinker, his reasons for preferring democracy to hereditary forms of government are compelling,
coherent and clear. Rights of Man is a masterclass in how to use good reasoning to present a
persuasive argument.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: An Analysis of St. Augustine's Confessions Jonathan
Teubner, 2017-07-05 St. Augustine’s Confessions is one of the most important works in the history of
literature and Christian thought. Written around 397, when Augustine was the Christian bishop of
Hippo (in modern-day Algeria), the Confessions were designed both to spiritually educate those who
already shared Augustine’s faith, and to convert those who did not. Augustine did this through the
original maneuver of writing what is now recognized as being the first Western autobiography –
letting readers share in his own experiences of youth, sin, and eventual conversion. The Confessions
are a perfect example of using reasoning to subtly bring readers around to a particular point of view
– with Augustine inviting them to accompany him on his own spiritual journey towards God so they
could make their own conversion. Carefully structured, the Confessions run from describing the first
43 years of Augustine’s life in North Africa and Italy, to discussing the nature of memory, before
moving on to analyzing the Bible itself. In order, the sections form a carefully structured argument,
moving from the personal to the philosophical to the contemplative. In the hundreds of years since
they were first published, theuy have persuaded hundreds of thousands of readers to recognize
towards the same God that Augustine himself worshipped.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: The Republic James Orr, 2017-07-05 The Republic is
Plato's most complete and incisive work – a detailed study of the problem of how best to ensure that
justice exists in a real society, rather than as merely the product of an idealized philosophical
construct. The work considers several competing definitions of justice, and looks closely not only at
what exactly a just life should be, but also at the ways in which society can organise itself in ways
that maximise the opportunities for every member to live justly. Much of the discussion is via
imagined dialogues, giving Plato the opportunity to deploy the tools of Socratic debate to remarkable
effect; nowhere else, it can be argued, is the Socratic dialectic better exemplified than in The
Republic. In large measure, Plato's success is the product of the acute analytical ability that he
demonstrates throughout his surviving oeuvre. No one is better at understanding the relationships
between the various parts of a successful argument than Plato, and The Republic also demonstrates
the Greek philosopher has few peers when it comes to looking for and highlighting the core
assumptions that underlie an argument. The demolition of competing views that Plato puts into the
mouth of Socrates is based on a series of relentless interventions and counter-examples that this
mastery makes possible. Combining analytical skills with great powers of reasoning to produce a
well-structured solution that deals emphatically with counter-arguments, Plato crafts one of the most



enduring works of philosophy in the entire western canon.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: An Analysis of Ha-Joon Chang's Kicking Away the
Ladder Sulaiman Hakemy, 2017-07-05 South Korean economist Ha-Joon Chang used his 2003 work
Kicking Away The Ladder to challenge the central orthodoxies of development economics, using his
creative thinking skills to shine new light on an old topic. Creative thinkers are often distinguished
by their willingness to challenge received ideas, and this is a central aspect of Chang’s work on
development. Before Chang, the received wisdom was that developing countries needed the same
kinds of economic policies and institutions as developed countries in order to enjoy the same
prosperity. But, as Chang pointed out, the historical evidence showed that First World economic
success was, in fact, due to exactly the kinds of state intervention that modern development
orthodoxy shuns. Western affluence is the product of precisely the kinds of state control – of
protectionism and the setting of price tariffs – that developed countries have since denied the
developing world in the name of economic freedom and ‘best practice.’ By insisting that Third World
nations should adopt these economic policies themselves, argued Chang, the West is actually stifling
Third World economic prospects – kicking away the ladder. His carefully reasoned argument for a
novel point of view was closely based on the critical thinking skill of producing novel explanations
for existing evidence, and led many to question development orthodoxies – sparking a rethink of
modern development strategies for less-developed countries.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: An Analysis of Natalie Zemon Davis's The
Return of Martin Guerre Joseph Tendler, 2017-07-05 The bizarre story of Martin Guerre–a
peasant who disappears from a small village in sixteenth-century France and whose place is taken by
an imposter–has captivated historians for centuries
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: Our Ecological Footprint Luca Marazzi,
2017-07-05 Our Ecological Footprint presents a powerful model for measuring humanity’s impact on
the Earth to reduce the harm we are causing the planet before it’s too late. While some people
believe we can find a middle ground between environmental conservation and economic
development, or that future technological discoveries will solve the problem, the authors warn that
our planet’s limited resources simply can’t support an economic system based on unlimited growth.
Our Ecological Footprint offers a valuable tool to help us live more sustainably and safeguard our
natural resources for generations to come.
  gordon allport the nature of prejudice: An Analysis of Rene Descartes's Meditations on
First Philosophy Andreas Vrahimis, 2017-07-05 René Descartes’s 1641 Meditations on First
Philosophy is a cornerstone of the history of western thought. One of the most important
philosophical texts ever written, it is also a masterclass in the art of critical thinking – specifically
when it comes to reasoning and interpretation. Descartes sought to do nothing less than create a
new foundation for the pursuit of knowledge – whether philosophical, scientific, or theological. To
that end, he laid out a systematic programme that reinterpreted prior definitions of knowledge, and
reasoned out a systematic means of obtaining, verifying, and building on existing human knowledge.
To this end, Descartes created a definition of true knowledge as that which is based on things which
cannot be called into doubt by radical scepticism. If, he suggests, we can find a belief that cannot be
called into doubt, this will provide a solid foundation upon which we can build systematic reasoning.
This ‘cartesian’ method, as it has come to be known, is a blueprint for reasoning that continues to
shape the study of philosophy today: a careful weighing of possibilities, searching out solid ground
and building on it step by step.
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