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Existentialism Robert C Solomon: Exploring the Depths of Human Experience

existentialism robert c solomon is a fascinating intersection of
philosophical inquiry that delves into the meaning of existence, freedom, and
authenticity. Robert C. Solomon, a prominent philosopher, made significant
contributions to existentialist thought by blending traditional
existentialist themes with a fresh, accessible approach. If you’ve ever
wondered how existentialism applies to everyday life, emotions, or ethics,
Solomon’s work offers profound insights that bridge abstract philosophy and
lived human experience.

Who Was Robert C. Solomon?

Before diving into his take on existentialism, it’s worth understanding who
Robert C. Solomon was. Born in 1942, Solomon was an American philosopher best
known for his work in existentialism, emotions, and ethics. Unlike some
existentialists who focused heavily on abstract or pessimistic views, Solomon
brought warmth and clarity to the subject. His academic tenure included
teaching at the University of Texas at Austin, and his books remain
influential for students and scholars alike.

Solomon’s approach to existentialism is often described as “existential
humanism” because he emphasized the human condition’s complexity, especially
emotions and relationships, rather than focusing solely on alienation or
despair. This perspective makes his work particularly relevant for those
searching for meaning in a confusing or chaotic world.

The Core of Existentialism According to Robert
C. Solomon

Existentialism, broadly, deals with questions about human freedom, choice,
and the search for meaning in an indifferent universe. Solomon’s
interpretation echoes these themes but with some distinctive features:

Authenticity and Freedom

For Solomon, authenticity isn’t just a lofty ideal; it’s a practical goal.
Existentialism robert c solomon teaches that being authentic means living in
accordance with your true self, values, and passions rather than conforming
to societal expectations blindly. Freedom, in his view, isn’t just the
absence of constraints but the active choice to create meaning and purpose in



one’s life.

This idea pushes back against nihilism—the belief that life has no meaning—by
suggesting that individuals can carve out their own significance through
conscious decisions. Solomon believed that embracing this freedom involves
responsibility, courage, and sometimes anxiety, but it ultimately leads to a
richer, more fulfilling existence.

Emotions as a Window to Existence

One of Solomon’s most influential contributions to existentialism is his
exploration of emotions. In works like *The Passions*, he argued that
emotions are not irrational forces undermining reason; instead, they are
deeply connected to our values and perceptions of the world. From an
existentialist standpoint, emotions reveal how we interpret and engage with
our existence.

For example, feelings of anxiety or dread are not merely negative states but
indicators of the profound freedom and responsibility we carry. Recognizing
this emotional depth allows us to face life’s uncertainties head-on and live
more authentically.

Existentialism in Everyday Life: Insights from
Robert C. Solomon

Solomon’s existentialism isn’t confined to academic philosophy; it offers
practical guidance on how individuals can navigate life’s challenges.

Dealing with Anxiety and Uncertainty

Existential anxiety arises from the awareness of freedom and the unknown
future. Solomon suggests that rather than trying to eliminate this anxiety,
we should embrace it as a sign of our engagement with life’s fundamental
questions. This mindset encourages resilience and openness, helping people
cope with stress and ambiguity more effectively.

The Role of Relationships

Existentialism robert c solomon highlights the importance of interpersonal
connections. Unlike some existentialists who emphasize solitude, Solomon
argued that relationships are vital for authentic living. Through genuine
interactions, we discover ourselves and find meaning beyond the self.



He believed love, friendship, and community provide contexts where freedom
and responsibility are exercised meaningfully, allowing individuals to grow
and flourish.

Philosophical Influences and Legacy

Solomon’s work stands on the shoulders of giants like Søren Kierkegaard,
Friedrich Nietzsche, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Martin Heidegger. Yet, he carved a
unique path by integrating existentialism with contemporary philosophy and
psychology.

Bridging Existentialism and Emotion Theory

By tying existentialist ideas to emotions, Solomon opened new avenues for
understanding how philosophy applies to real human experiences. This
interdisciplinary approach has influenced modern thinkers in ethics,
psychology, and literary studies, emphasizing the relevance of existentialism
in multiple fields.

Accessible Philosophy

One reason Solomon’s existentialism remains popular is his clear, engaging
writing style. He made complex ideas understandable without oversimplifying.
This accessibility has helped existentialism reach broader audiences,
inspiring people to reflect on their lives and choices more deeply.

Applying Existentialism Robert C Solomon in
Today’s World

In a world marked by rapid change, social pressures, and existential threats
like climate change or pandemics, Solomon’s existentialism offers valuable
tools for meaning-making.

Self-Reflection: Encouraging regular introspection about values and
goals to maintain authenticity.

Emotional Awareness: Using emotions as guides rather than obstacles,
helping to navigate complex feelings.

Embracing Responsibility: Accepting that freedom comes with the duty to
act ethically and meaningfully.



Building Connections: Prioritizing relationships to enrich one’s life
and foster mutual understanding.

These practical tips demonstrate how existentialism robert c solomon is not
merely theoretical but a living philosophy that can empower individuals
facing modern dilemmas.

Why Study Existentialism Through Robert C.
Solomon?

If you’re new to existentialism or find traditional texts daunting, Solomon’s
work offers a compelling entry point. His balanced perspective respects the
tradition’s depth while making it relatable and hopeful. Studying his
writings can help you:

Understand the human condition beyond clichés of despair or alienation.

Appreciate the role of emotions in shaping meaning.

Learn how to live authentically in a complex world.

Explore philosophy that connects personal experience with broader
ethical questions.

In essence, Solomon invites us to confront life’s challenges with courage,
clarity, and compassion—a message that resonates as much today as ever.

---

Exploring existentialism robert c solomon reveals a philosophy deeply
concerned with what it means to be human. Far from being a bleak or
inaccessible doctrine, Solomon’s existentialism offers a hopeful and
practical path toward finding meaning, embracing freedom, and living
authentically amidst life’s uncertainties. Whether you are a student, a
seeker, or simply curious about philosophy, engaging with Solomon’s work
enriches your understanding of not just existentialism, but the very nature
of existence itself.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is Robert C. Solomon in the context of
existentialism?
Robert C. Solomon was a prominent philosopher known for his work in
existentialism, particularly for interpreting and popularizing existentialist
ideas in the late 20th century through his writings and teachings.

What are the main contributions of Robert C. Solomon
to existentialist philosophy?
Robert C. Solomon contributed to existentialism by emphasizing the role of
emotions and authenticity in human existence, arguing that existentialism is
not just about angst and despair but also about the passionate engagement
with life.

How does Robert C. Solomon interpret existentialist
themes differently from traditional existentialists?
Solomon focused more on the positive aspects of existentialism, such as love,
courage, and joy, and integrated existentialist ideas with contemporary
psychology, making existentialism more accessible and relevant to modern
readers.

What books did Robert C. Solomon write about
existentialism?
Robert C. Solomon authored several influential books including
'Existentialism' (1974), 'The Passions' (1976), and 'Existentialism and the
Emotions' which explore existentialist themes and the importance of emotions
in human life.

How did Robert C. Solomon's work influence modern
existentialist thought?
Solomon's work influenced modern existentialist thought by bridging classical
existentialism with contemporary issues, emphasizing emotional experience,
and promoting existentialism as a practical philosophy for everyday life.

Can Robert C. Solomon's existentialism be applied to
contemporary psychological practices?
Yes, Solomon's existentialism, with its focus on emotions and authentic
living, has been applied to existential psychotherapy and counseling, helping
individuals find meaning and cope with anxiety in their lives.



Additional Resources
Existentialism Robert C Solomon: A Philosophical Reappraisal

existentialism robert c solomon represents a distinctive lens through which
the complex terrain of human existence is explored. Robert C. Solomon, a
renowned philosopher of the late 20th and early 21st centuries, is credited
with revitalizing existentialist thought by infusing it with a fresh
analytical vigor and emotional nuance. His contributions extend beyond mere
interpretation; Solomon redefines existentialism’s relevance to modern life,
connecting it intricately with ethics, emotions, and everyday experience.
This article delves deeply into Solomon’s approach to existentialism,
highlighting his unique perspective, its philosophical implications, and its
enduring significance in contemporary discourse.

Robert C. Solomon and the Revival of
Existentialism

Robert C. Solomon’s engagement with existentialism is notable for its breadth
and originality. Unlike traditional existentialist thinkers such as Jean-Paul
Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, or Martin Heidegger, Solomon approached
existentialism not only as a metaphysical or ontological inquiry but also as
a practical philosophy deeply embedded in human emotions and social
interactions. His work often emphasized how existentialist themes—freedom,
authenticity, angst, and absurdity—manifest in the emotional lives of
individuals.

Solomon’s existentialism is characterized by what could be termed a
"philosophy of emotions." He argued that emotions are not irrational
disturbances but are instead fundamental ways humans interpret and respond to
their existence. This approach marked a departure from the more abstract or
existentially bleak interpretations of the mid-20th century and reoriented
existentialism towards a richer understanding of human subjectivity.

The Intersection of Emotion and Existential Thought

A key dimension of Solomon’s existentialism lies in his analysis of emotions
as intentional states that disclose values and meanings in the world. For
Solomon, emotions like anxiety, despair, love, and pride are not mere
feelings but complex cognitive-affective responses that reveal how
individuals relate to their freedom and responsibility. This perspective
aligns existentialism with contemporary psychological insights, making it
more accessible and applicable.

Solomon’s work challenges the notion that existentialism is solely about
despair or nihilism. Instead, he portrays existentialism as a transformative



philosophy that encourages individuals to embrace their freedom with courage
and creative engagement. By highlighting the constructive role of emotions,
Solomon expands the existentialist dialogue into realms traditionally
overlooked by earlier existentialists, such as ethics and interpersonal
relationships.

Core Themes in Solomon’s Existentialism

Authenticity and Selfhood

Central to existentialism is the concept of authenticity, and Solomon’s
contributions significantly deepen this theme. He interprets authenticity not
as a fixed state but as an ongoing project of self-creation that involves
acknowledging one’s freedom and limitations simultaneously. Authenticity, in
Solomon’s framework, requires active engagement with one’s emotions and
social context, balancing individual freedom with relational
responsibilities.

This nuanced view counters simplistic interpretations of existential freedom
as absolute autonomy. Solomon’s existentialism thus situates authenticity
within the practical challenges of living, making it a dynamic process rather
than an abstract ideal.

Freedom and Responsibility

Solomon emphasizes that freedom in existentialism entails profound
responsibility. His interpretation insists that individuals bear the weight
of their choices, which are imbued with ethical significance. Unlike
deterministic or fatalistic views, Solomon’s existentialism insists on the
reality of human agency, albeit within the constraints of facticity—the given
conditions of one’s life.

By integrating ethical considerations into existential freedom, Solomon’s
philosophy bridges existentialism with moral philosophy, enriching both
fields.

Existential Angst and Absurdity

Existential angst, the feeling of disorientation in the face of freedom and
mortality, is a staple of existentialist literature. Solomon revisits this
theme with an eye toward its psychological and practical implications. He
suggests that angst is not merely a negative condition but can be a catalyst
for growth and self-awareness.



Similarly, the absurd—the conflict between human search for meaning and the
indifferent universe—is reframed by Solomon as a challenge to be creatively
embraced rather than a source of despair. This optimistic reinterpretation
contributes to a more hopeful existentialism that resonates with contemporary
audiences.

Comparative Perspectives: Solomon and
Traditional Existentialists

To appreciate the uniqueness of Solomon’s existentialism, it is instructive
to compare his approach with canonical figures:

Jean-Paul Sartre: Sartre’s existentialism centers on radical freedom and
the burden of choice, often emphasizing alienation and bad faith.
Solomon aligns with Sartre on freedom but softens the harshness by
incorporating emotions as vital guides rather than obstacles.

Martin Heidegger: Heidegger’s focus on Being and temporality is
fundamental, yet his language is often dense and metaphysical. Solomon
translates Heideggerian themes into more accessible discussions on
emotion and authenticity, making the philosophy more practical.

Simone de Beauvoir: Beauvoir’s existential feminism highlights freedom
within oppressive structures. Solomon acknowledges social dimensions but
focuses more on individual emotional experience, thereby complementing
Beauvoir’s social critique with an intimate psychological perspective.

The Pros and Cons of Solomon’s Approach

Pros: Solomon’s integration of emotions into existentialism provides a
richer, more relatable understanding of human existence. His clear,
analytical style makes complex ideas accessible, widening
existentialism’s appeal.

Cons: Some critics argue that Solomon’s focus on emotions risks diluting
the radical existentialist emphasis on ontological freedom. Others
suggest that his interpretations may underplay the darker, more
unsettling aspects of existentialist thought.



Existentialism Robert C Solomon in Contemporary
Context

In today’s philosophical and cultural climate, Solomon’s existentialism finds
renewed relevance. The increasing attention to mental health, emotional
intelligence, and authenticity in personal development echoes themes central
to his work. His insistence that emotions are cognitive and value-laden
aligns well with current interdisciplinary research in psychology and
cognitive science.

Moreover, Solomon’s approach offers tools for navigating the ethical
complexities of modern life, where individual freedom often clashes with
societal expectations and technological challenges. By framing existentialism
as a lived philosophy that embraces both freedom and responsibility, Solomon
provides a framework for meaningful engagement in a fragmented world.

The resurgence of interest in existentialism within popular culture,
literature, and therapy also owes much to the accessibility and depth Solomon
brought to the discipline. His legacy encourages ongoing dialogue between
philosophy and everyday life, ensuring existentialism remains a vital and
evolving domain.

---

Robert C. Solomon’s existentialism stands as a compelling reinterpretation
that bridges classical existentialist concerns with contemporary insights
into emotion and ethics. His work revitalizes existentialism by making it
more psychologically grounded and socially relevant, inviting readers to
reconsider what it means to live authentically in an uncertain world. Through
his nuanced exploration of freedom, responsibility, and emotional life,
Solomon ensures that existentialism continues to provoke thought and inspire
action beyond academic confines.

Existentialism Robert C Solomon

  existentialism robert c solomon: Existentialism Robert C. Solomon, 2005 Existentialism, 2/e,
offers an exceptional and accessible introduction to the richness and diversity of existentialist
thought. Retaining the focus of the highly successful first edition, the second edition provides
extensive material on the big four existentialists--Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger, and
Sartre--while also including selections from twenty-four other authors. Giving readers a sense of the
variety of existentialist thought around the world, this edition also adds new readings by such
figures as Luis Borges, Viktor Frankl, Gabriel Garcia Márquez, Keiji Nishitani, and Rainer Maria
Rilke. Existentialism, 2/e, also features: * New translations of Kierkegaard, Heidegger, and Buber *
More extensive selections from Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Heidegger, and Sartre * New selections by
Hazel E. Barnes, Miguel de Unamuno, Joseph Heller, Philip Roth, and Colin Wilson * The Grand
Inquisitor (from Dostoevsky's The Brothers Karamazov) Ideal for undergraduate courses in

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-187/existentialism-robert-c-solomon.pdf


existentialism and Continental philosophy, Existentialism, 2/e, is fascinating reading for anyone
interested in the subject.
  existentialism robert c solomon: From Rationalism to Existentialism Robert C. Solomon, 2001
In this enduring text, renowned philosopher Robert C. Solomon provides students with a detailed
introduction to modern existentialism. He reveals how this philosophy not only connects with, but
derives from, the thought of traditional philosophers through the works of Nietzsche, Kierkegaard,
Husserl, Heidegger, Sartre, and Merleau-Ponty. Thus, existentialism emerges from the school of
rational thought as a logical evolution of respected philosophy.
  existentialism robert c solomon: From Hegel to Existentialism Robert C. Solomon, 1987 A
collection of the author's articles on key issues in the writings of major European philosophers and
thinkers, including Hegel, Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, Sartre, and Camus.
  existentialism robert c solomon: Passion, Death, and Spirituality Kathleen Higgins, David
Sherman, 2012-05-30 Robert C. Solomon, who died in 2007, was Professor of Philosophy and Quincy
Lee Centennial Professor of Business at the University of Texas, USA. As the first book
comprehensively to examine the breadth of Solomon’s contribution to philosophy, this volume ranks
as a vital addition to the literature. It includes a newly published transcript of Solomon’s last talk,
which responded to Arindam Chakrabarti on the concept of revenge, as well as the considered views
of prominent figures in the numerous subfields in which Solomon worked. The content analyses his
perspectives on the philosophy of emotion, virtue, business ethics, and religion, in addition to
philosophical history, existentialism, and the many other topics that held this prolific thinker’s
attention. Solomon memorably defined philosophy itself as ‘the thoughtful love of life’, and despite
the diversity of his output, he was most drawn by central questions about the meaning of life, the
essential role that emotions play in finding that meaning, and the human imperative to seek
‘emotional integrity’, in which one’s thoughts, emotions, and actions all contribute to a coherent
narrative. The essays included here draw attention to the interconnections between the issues
Solomon addressed, and evince the manner in which he embodied that integrity, living a life at one
with his philosophy. They emphasize the central themes of passion, ethics, and spirituality, which
threaded through his work, and the way these ideas informed his views on how we should approach
grief and death. The multiplicity of topics alone make this keystone work an enlightening read for a
full spectrum of students of philosophy, providing much to ponder and recounting a subtle and
shining example of the emotional integrity Solomon worked so hard to define.
  existentialism robert c solomon: Existentialism Robert C. Solomon, 1974
  existentialism robert c solomon: Phenomenology and Existentialism Robert C. Solomon,
2001 This anthology of classic essays focuses on the philosophy of Edmund Husserl and the
philosophical movement to which his writings gave impetus: phenomenology. Sixty contributions
from a wide variety of scholars provide an introduction to phenomenology and existentialist
phenomenology. Sections include OGeneral Introduction: What Is Phenomenology, ' OThe
Phenomenology of Edmund Husserl, ' OExistential Phenomenology, ' and OSelf and Others.O Among
the contributors are Frege, Chisholm, Merleau-Ponty, Schmitt, Tillman, Gendlin, Sellars, Linsky,
Dreyfus, Ryle, Solomon, Schlick, Ricoeur, Marcel, Heidegger, Sartre, Brentano, Olafson, Camus, and
de Beauvo
  existentialism robert c solomon: No Excuses Teaching Company, 2000-01-01 This lecture
course by Professor Robert C. Solomon of the University of Texas explores existentialism and the
leading writers and philosophers who have been associated with this philosophical movement.
  existentialism robert c solomon: Dark Feelings, Grim Thoughts Robert C. Solomon,
2006-07-27 In the same spirit as his most recent book, Living With Nietzsche, and his earlier study
In the Spirit of Hegel, Robert Solomon turns to the existential thinkers Albert Camus and Jean-Paul
Sartre, in an attempt to get past the academic and political debates and focus on what is truly
interesting and valuable about their philosophies. Solomon makes the case that--despite their very
different responses to the political questions of their day--Camus and Sartre were both
fundamentally moralists, and their philosophies cannot be understood apart from their deep ethical



commitments. He focuses on Sartre's early, pre-1950 work, and on Camus's best known novels The
Stranger, The Plague, and The Fall. Throughout Solomon makes the important point that their
shared interest in phenomenology was much more important than their supposed affiliation with
existentialism. Solomon's reappraisal will be of interest to anyone who is still or ever has been
fascinated by these eccentric but monumental figures.
  existentialism robert c solomon: An Introduction to Bradley's Metaphysics W. J. Mander,
1994 F. H. Bradley was the greatest of the British Idealists, but for much of this century his views
have been neglected, primarily as a result of the severe criticism to which they were subjected by
Russell and Moore. In recent years, however, there has been a resurgence of interest in and a
widespread reappraisal of his work. W. J. Mander offers a general introduction to Bradley's
metaphysics and its logical foundations, and shows that much of his philosophy has been seriously
misunderstood. Dr Mander argues that any adequate treatment of Bradley's thought must take full
account of his unique dual inheritance from the traditions of British empiricism and Hegelian
rationalism. The scholarship of recent years is assessed, and new interpretations are offered of
Bradley's views about truth, predication, and relations, and of his arguments for idealism. This book
is a clear and helpful guide for those new to this difficult but fascinating thinker, and at the same
time an original and stimulating contribution to the re-evaluation of his work.
  existentialism robert c solomon: Ethics Rev. James L. Breed, Ph.D., 2017-08-10 Ethics by
Rev. James L. Breed, Ph.D. Ethics: An Introduction to the Western Schools of Thought in Moral
Philosophy is an introductory textbook in moral philosophy. It provides an outline of the main
schools of thought in the Western philosophical traditions, with a brief analysis of each school of
thought and the views of its critics. This text is designed to cover the major theories and schools of
thought in moral philosophy: the divine command theory; the deontological theories; natural law
theory; virtue ethics; other teleological theories including egoism and hedonism; the ethics of
community; utilitarianism; existentialist ethics; individualism and radical individualism; relativism;
realist and absolutist theories; feminist ethics; environmentalist ethics; the focus on the need for
individual judgment and moral commitment; and contextualism.
  existentialism robert c solomon: Edward Albee Matthew Roudané, 2017-08-17 Edward Albee
(1928-2016) was a central figure in modern American theatre, and his bold and often experimental
theatrical style won him wide acclaim. This book explores the issues, public and private, that so
influenced Albee's vision over five decades, from his first great success, The Zoo Story (1959), to his
last play, Me, Myself, & I (2008). Matthew Roudan covers all of Albee's original works in this
comprehensive, clearly structured, and up-to-date study of the playwright's life and career: in Part I,
the volume explores Albee's background and the historical contexts of his work; Part II concentrates
on twenty-four of his plays, including Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (1962); and Part III
investigates his critical reception. Surveying Albee's relationship with Broadway, and including
interviews conducted with Albee himself, this book will be of great importance for theatregoers and
students seeking an accessible yet incisive introduction to this extraordinary American playwright.
  existentialism robert c solomon: The Reception of Husserlian Phenomenology in North
America Michela Beatrice Ferri, 2019-06-05 This book presents a historiographical and theorical
analysis of how Husserlian Phenomenology arrived and developed in North America. The chapters
analyze the different phases of the reception of Edmund Husserl’s thought in the USA and Canada.
The volume discusses the authors and universities that played a fundamental role in promoting
Husserlian Phenomenology and clarifies their connection with American Philosophy, Pragmatism,
and with Analytic Philosophy. Starting from the analysis of how the first American Scholars of
Edmund Husserl's thought opened the door to the reception of his texts, the book explores the first
encounters between Pragmatism and Husserlian Phenomenology in American Universities. The
study focuses, then, on those Scholars who fled from Europe to America, from 1933 onwards, to
escape Nazism - Felix Kaufmann, Alfred Schutz, Aron Gurwitsch, Herbert Spiegelberg, Fritz
Kaufmann, among the most notable - and illustrates how their teaching provided thevery basis for
the spreading of Husserlian Phenomenology in North America. The volume examines, then, the



action of the 20th Century North-American Husserl Scholars, together with those places, societies,
centers, and journals, specifically created to represent the development of the studies devoted to
Husserlian Phenomenology in the U.S., with a focus of the Regional Phenomenological Schools.
  existentialism robert c solomon: Rethinking Ethics in the Midst of Violence Linda A. Bell,
1993-07-02 Selected by Choice as an Outstanding Academic Book for 1995. Moving beyond the
traditional feminist ethics of care, Linda A. Bell places an existentialist conception of liberation at
the heart of ethics and argues that only an ethics of freedom sufficiently allows for feminist critique
and opposition to a status quo imbued with violence. She offers a critique of Aristotelian, utilitarian,
and Kantian ethics, analyzing each approach from feminist perspectives and showing how each fails
women and others who resist oppression.
  existentialism robert c solomon: The Virtue Ethics of Hume and Nietzsche Christine
Swanton, 2015-02-26 This ground-breaking and lucid contribution to the vibrant field of virtue ethics
focuses on the influential work of Hume and Nietzsche, providing fresh perspectives on their
philosophies and a compelling account of their impact on the development of virtue ethics. A
ground-breaking text that moves the field of virtue ethics beyond ancient moral theorists and
examines the highly influential ethical work of Hume and Nietzsche from a virtue ethics perspective
Contributes both to virtue ethics and a refreshed understanding of Hume’s and Nietzsche’s ethics
Skilfully bridges the gap between continental and analytical philosophy Lucidly written and clearly
organized, allowing students to focus on either Hume or Nietzsche Written by one of the most
important figures contributing to virtue ethics today
  existentialism robert c solomon: Living a Human Life Edward Averill, 2019-07-08 Living a
Human Life enables us to comprehend the top-level process concerning how all humans make our
emotional and behavioral responses to the never-ending sequence of situations we meet during our
lives. That comprehension enables us to live our unique human lives in a way that brings all of us
together so that each understands how to work with others and so that our unique qualities work
toward the ideal of benefiting others. Author Edward Averill draws attention to the analogy that
each human cell in one’s body is needed to work with other cells to play its unique part to keep the
whole body healthy; just as all individual humans need to keep the body of humanity healthy.
Humans are individually unique: we have inherited bodily conditions, innate predispositions, and
environments where we actively express our emotions under the control of our thinking capability. A
principle conceptual realization is that these differences develop the current content in our minds,
which directs how one’s life-force energy expresses one’s behavioral and emotional responses to
encountered situations.
  existentialism robert c solomon: Existentialist Thinkers and Ethics Christine Daigle, 2006
A novel inquiry into the possibility and viability of existentialist ethics.
  existentialism robert c solomon: A Pragmatist Philosophy of Life in Ortega Y Gasset
John Thomas Graham, 1994 Over ten years in preparation, A Pragmatist Philosophy of Life in Ortega
y Gasset reveals how open, adaptable, and inventive was pragmatism as Ortega elaborated its
philosophical implications and applications for Spain, Europe, and the Americas. It is based on
extensive use of the twelve volumes of Ortega's Obras Completas, the eighty microfilm reels of his
archive in the Library of Congress, and his large private library in Madrid.
  existentialism robert c solomon: Philosophical Foundations for Moral Education and
Character Development George F. McLean, Frederick Edward Ellrod, 1992
  existentialism robert c solomon: The Cambridge Companion to Nietzsche Bernd Magnus,
Kathleen Higgins, 1996-01-26 The significance of Friedrich Nietzsche for twentieth century culture
is now no longer a matter of dispute. He was quite simply one of the most influential of modern
thinkers. The opening essay of this 1996 Companion provides a chronologically organised
introduction to and summary of Nietzsche's published works, while also providing an overview of
their basic themes and concerns. It is followed by three essays on the appropriation and
misappropriation of his writings, and a group of essays exploring the nature of Nietzsche's
philosophy and its relation to the modern and post-modern world. The final contributions consider



Nietzsche's influence on the twentieth century in Europe, the USA, and Asia. New readers and
non-specialists will find this the most convenient, accessible guide to Nietzsche currently available.
Advanced students and specialists will find a conspectus of recent developments in the
interpretation of Nietzsche.
  existentialism robert c solomon: A History of Philosophy in America Bruce Kuklick,
2002-01-10 Here at last is an American counterpart to Bertrand Russell's History of Western
Philosophy. The eminent historian Bruce Kuklick tells the fascinating story of the growth of
philosophical thinking in the USA, in the context of the intellectual and social changes of the times.
Kuklick sketches the genesis of these intellectual practices in New England Calvinism and the
writing of Jonathan Edwards. He discusses theology in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and
the origins of collegiate philosophy in the early part of the nineteenth century. We see the
development of secular preconceptions and the emergence, after Darwin's writings of the mid-late
nineteenth century, of forms of thought hostile to religion. Philosophy is situated in a variety of
cultural contexts - the ministry, the growing system of higher learning, the conflict between
philosophers and theologians and between amateur and professional thinkers, the suspicion of
European ideas, and worries about the relevance of philosophy to public and political life. Kuklick's
narrative portrays such great thinkers as Charles Peirce, William James, John Dewey, C. I. Lewis,
Wilfrid Sellars, W. V. Quine, and Richard Rorty, and assesses their contributions to philosophy. He
brings us right up to date with the first historical treatment of the period after pragmatism, and the
fragmentation of philosophy in the second half of the twentieth century. Kuklick steers a
controversial course between the divergent views that historians and philosophers take of the
significance of philosophy in recent years. Anyone interested in American intellectual history, or in
how philosophy got where it is today, will enjoy this book.
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