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Examples of Political Science in Everyday Life

Examples of political science in everyday life are more common and relevant than many people
realize. Political science, often perceived as a distant academic discipline or something only relevant
during elections or government debates, actually touches on countless aspects of our daily routines.
From the policies that govern our cities to the decisions made in boardrooms and community
meetings, politics influences the way societies function and individuals interact. Understanding how
political science operates in everyday life helps us become more informed citizens, better decision-
makers, and more engaged members of our communities.

Understanding Governance Through Local Politics

One of the clearest examples of political science in everyday life is local governance. The decisions
made at city council meetings, school boards, or neighborhood associations directly affect the
quality of life in our communities. Whether it’s zoning laws that determine where businesses can
open or funding for public parks and libraries, these are political decisions influenced by theories of
governance, public administration, and political behavior.

How Local Elections Shape Your Community

Local elections provide a prime example of political science principles in action. Voter turnout,
campaign strategies, and policy proposals at the local level reflect broader political concepts like
representation, democracy, and political participation. When you vote for a mayor or city council
member, you are engaging with political science firsthand, choosing leaders whose policies will
impact infrastructure, education, safety, and local economy.

Moreover, the study of political science helps explain why local elections often have lower voter
turnout compared to national elections, and what strategies can be employed to increase public
engagement. Understanding the political dynamics in your own town can empower you to advocate
for changes that improve everyday life.

Public Policy and Daily Decisions

Public policy is another area where political science is deeply embedded in everyday life. Policies
related to healthcare, transportation, education, and social welfare all originate from political
processes and debates. When governments decide on taxes, minimum wage laws, or environmental
regulations, these are outcomes of complex political negotiations informed by economic theories,
ethical considerations, and the needs of different interest groups.



Examples of Political Science in Public Health Initiatives

Take public health policies, for example. Political science helps us understand how governments
respond to challenges like pandemics, vaccination programs, or health insurance reforms. The
interaction between scientific recommendations, political will, and public opinion is a classic study of
policy-making and political behavior. Political scientists analyze how different regimes manage
crises, the role of international organizations, and how political ideologies shape health outcomes.

Your everyday experience—whether wearing a mask during a flu season or accessing affordable
healthcare—is directly influenced by these political decisions. The debates over funding public
hospitals or regulating pharmaceutical companies are rooted in political science theories related to
governance, interest groups, and public administration.

Media, Communication, and Political Influence

In today’s digital age, the role of media and communication is a vital example of political science in
everyday life. The way news is presented, how social media platforms influence public opinion, and
the strategies politicians use to communicate with voters are all topics within political
communication, a significant subfield of political science.

Social Media’s Role in Shaping Political Opinions

Have you noticed how social media platforms can sway opinions or mobilize people into action?
Political science explores concepts like agenda-setting, framing, and propaganda to explain these
phenomena. It also examines the implications of misinformation and the role of algorithms in
shaping the political landscape.

Understanding these dynamics can help individuals critically evaluate the information they consume
daily, recognize bias, and engage in more meaningful political discussions. Political science also
studies the impact of “fake news” and how it affects democratic processes, emphasizing the
importance of media literacy in our personal and civic lives.

Workplace Politics and Organizational Behavior

Political science isn’t confined to governments and elections; it also extends into workplaces and
organizations. Workplace politics—how power, influence, and decision-making operate within a
company or institution—is a microcosm of larger political processes. Concepts such as authority,
negotiation, coalition-building, and conflict resolution play out in office meetings, project teams, and
corporate hierarchies every day.



How Political Science Explains Office Dynamics

Have you ever wondered why some ideas succeed while others fail in your workplace? Political
science provides tools to analyze power structures and understand the motivations behind people’s
actions at work. It studies formal and informal leadership, the role of organizational culture, and the
impact of institutional rules on behavior.

This knowledge can be invaluable for anyone looking to improve collaboration, navigate office
challenges, or advance their career. Recognizing the political nature of workplace interactions can
lead to more effective communication and strategic decision-making.

Civic Engagement and Community Participation

Active participation in civic life is another everyday example of political science. Whether
volunteering for a community project, attending a town hall meeting, or participating in protests,
these actions reflect political behavior and social movements studied by political scientists.

The Power of Grassroots Movements

Grassroots movements demonstrate how ordinary citizens can influence political change without
formal authority. Political science examines how these movements organize, mobilize resources, and
apply pressure on institutions. Understanding these dynamics helps explain why some campaigns
succeed in bringing about policy reforms while others struggle.

In your own neighborhood, engaging in local advocacy or joining civic groups connects you to the
broader political process. Such involvement is crucial for democracy and reflects theories about
participation, representation, and collective action.

Global Politics and Personal Choices

Even global politics can influence your daily life in subtle ways. International relations, trade
policies, and diplomatic decisions can affect everything from the price of goods to national security.
Political science studies these interactions through concepts like sovereignty, diplomacy, and
international law.

How International Decisions Affect You

For example, tariffs imposed by one country on another can raise the cost of imported products you
buy regularly. Political science helps explain the motivations behind such economic policies,
including protectionism, strategic alliances, and power struggles.

Moreover, global issues like climate change negotiations, migration policies, or international aid



have direct repercussions on communities worldwide. Understanding the political science behind
these issues allows individuals to grasp the complexities of global interconnectedness and
encourages informed opinions on international affairs.

Education and Civic Literacy

Lastly, political science plays a foundational role in education, especially in fostering civic literacy.
Schools incorporate lessons about government structures, civil rights, and political ideologies to
prepare students for responsible citizenship.

Why Political Science Matters in Schools

Teaching political science concepts helps young people understand their rights and responsibilities
within society. It equips them with critical thinking skills to analyze political information and
encourages engagement with democratic processes.

By integrating political science into education, societies nurture informed voters and active
participants, ensuring the health and longevity of democratic institutions.

Political science is woven into the fabric of everyday life, influencing decisions, interactions, and
experiences in countless ways. From voting in local elections to navigating workplace dynamics,
from understanding media influence to participating in community activism, the principles of
political science help us make sense of the complex world around us. Embracing this knowledge
empowers us to engage more thoughtfully with the political systems that shape our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common examples of political science in
everyday life?

Common examples include voting in elections, participating in community meetings, following
government policies, and discussing political issues with friends and family.

How does understanding political science help in everyday
decision making?

Understanding political science helps individuals make informed decisions about voting, civic
participation, and analyzing policies that affect their daily lives.



Can watching the news be considered an example of engaging
with political science?

Yes, watching the news helps people stay informed about political events, government actions, and
policy changes, which are key aspects of political science.

How does political science relate to social media usage in daily
life?

Political science relates to how people use social media to share opinions, mobilize for causes,
engage in political debates, and influence public policy.

In what ways do local government decisions affect everyday
life?

Local government decisions impact issues like public transportation, law enforcement, education,
and zoning laws, directly influencing community wellbeing.

How does political science explain citizen participation in
protests or rallies?

Political science studies the motivations, organization, and impact of protests and rallies as forms of
civic engagement and expressions of political opinion.

Why is understanding political ideologies important in
everyday conversations?

Knowing political ideologies helps people understand differing viewpoints, engage in respectful
debates, and navigate polarized discussions effectively.

How does political science influence policymaking that affects
daily life?

Political science provides frameworks for understanding how policies are formulated, implemented,
and their effects on social, economic, and environmental aspects of life.

Can participation in school or workplace elections be linked to
political science?

Yes, these elections mirror broader political processes and help individuals understand
representation, leadership, and democratic principles.

What role does political science play in understanding



international relations in everyday news?

Political science offers insights into diplomacy, conflict, trade, and cooperation between countries,
helping people grasp global events reported in the news.

Additional Resources

Examples of Political Science in Everyday Life: Understanding the Invisible Forces Shaping Society

Examples of political science in everyday life abound in ways that often go unnoticed by the
average person. Political science, as an academic discipline, studies systems of governance, political
behavior, and institutional structures. Yet, its principles and theories permeate daily activities,
decisions, and interactions within communities, workplaces, and even families. From the way public
policies influence transportation to the dynamics of power in office politics, political science is
deeply embedded in the fabric of everyday existence.

Exploring these examples not only enriches our understanding of societal mechanisms but also
enhances civic engagement, critical thinking, and informed decision-making. This article delves into
the practical manifestations of political science concepts in routine life, illustrating how politics
extends beyond legislative chambers into the streets, homes, and virtual realms where citizens
interact.

How Political Science Shapes Social Interactions and
Public Life

Political science offers frameworks to analyze power distribution, conflict resolution, and
governance structures. These elements are not confined to national governments or international
relations; they are evident in microcosms of society as well.

Community Governance and Local Decision-Making

One of the most direct examples of political science in everyday life is local governance.
Neighborhood associations, school boards, and municipal councils operate on principles derived
from political theory. Issues such as zoning laws, public safety, and educational funding require
negotiation, voting, and representation—core facets of political science.

For instance, when a community debates the construction of a new park, residents engage in
political processes: petitioning, advocacy, and public hearings. These events mirror larger
democratic processes, emphasizing the importance of participation and collective decision-making at
the grassroots level.



Workplace Politics and Organizational Behavior

The workplace is another arena where political science theories find practical application.
Organizational politics—the informal power dynamics and alliances among employees—reflect
concepts such as authority, leadership styles, and conflict management.

Understanding political behavior within organizations can explain how decisions get made beyond
formal hierarchies. For example, an employee’s ability to influence outcomes may depend on their
network, negotiation skills, and strategic alliances, paralleling political lobbying and coalition-
building in government.

Media Consumption and Political Socialization

Media plays a pivotal role in shaping political opinions and socializing individuals into political
cultures. Daily exposure to news outlets, opinion pieces, and social media content educates citizens
on current affairs and political ideologies, influencing voting behavior and civic participation.

Political science research on media bias, framing effects, and agenda-setting helps decode the
complex relationship between information consumption and public opinion formation. Recognizing
these dynamics aids individuals in critically assessing media messages and identifying potential
propaganda or misinformation.

The Influence of Public Policy on Everyday Choices

Public policies crafted through political processes have tangible effects on daily life, affecting
everything from transportation to healthcare.

Transportation and Urban Planning

Government decisions about infrastructure investment impact commuting patterns, housing
development, and environmental sustainability. For example, policies promoting public transit can
reduce traffic congestion and pollution, directly affecting residents’ quality of life.

Political debates over budget allocations for roads, bike lanes, or public transit systems illustrate the
negotiation between competing interests and priorities. Citizens participate in these debates
through voting, advocacy, or public forums, demonstrating the democratic process in action.

Healthcare Access and Social Welfare Programs

Health policies and social welfare initiatives determine access to medical services, insurance
coverage, and support for vulnerable populations. The political ideologies of ruling parties often
shape these programs, reflecting broader debates on the role of government in social safety nets.



For instance, discussions surrounding universal healthcare versus privatized systems are deeply
political, involving values related to equality, efficiency, and individual responsibility. Such debates
influence legislation that affects millions, highlighting the intersection of political science with
personal well-being.

Environmental Policies and Climate Action

Environmental regulations, subsidies for renewable energy, and international climate agreements
illustrate how political science intersects with ecological concerns. The formulation and
implementation of these policies require balancing economic growth, public health, and
sustainability.

Citizens’ participation through protests, voting, or consumer choices reflects the democratic
underpinnings of environmental governance. Political science helps analyze stakeholder interests,
power asymmetries, and institutional effectiveness in addressing climate challenges.

Political Behavior and Civic Engagement

Understanding political behavior is essential to grasp how individuals and groups interact with
political systems.

Voting Patterns and Electoral Participation

Every election season brings to the forefront the study of voter behavior, a central topic in political
science. Factors such as socioeconomic status, education, ethnicity, and media influence voter
turnout and preferences.

For example, studies consistently show correlations between higher education levels and increased
voter participation. Political campaigns leverage this knowledge to tailor messages and mobilize
supporters, demonstrating the practical application of political science research.

Protests, Social Movements, and Collective Action

Political science examines how social movements arise, organize, and impact policy. Everyday life is
punctuated by demonstrations advocating for civil rights, environmental justice, or economic
reforms.

These collective actions embody concepts of political mobilization, framing, and resource allocation.
The success or failure of movements often depends on strategic leadership, public support, and
government response—areas thoroughly explored by political scholars.



Digital Politics and Online Activism

The digital age has transformed political engagement, with social media platforms becoming arenas
for debate, activism, and information dissemination. Political science analyzes the effects of digital
communication on polarization, misinformation, and political mobilization.

Online petitions, hashtag campaigns, and virtual town halls exemplify how technology shapes

political participation. Understanding these dynamics helps citizens navigate the complexities of
modern political discourse.

Political Science Concepts Manifested in Daily Life

Beyond specific examples, several foundational political science concepts are observable in routine
interactions and decisions:

e Power and Authority: Negotiations within families or groups often reflect power relations,
such as who sets rules or makes decisions.

¢ Democracy and Representation: Voting for a club president or choosing representatives in
student councils introduces individuals to democratic principles early on.

e Conflict Resolution: Political science studies ways to manage disputes, a skill applicable in
resolving interpersonal conflicts amicably.

» Ideology: Personal beliefs about justice, freedom, or equality guide political choices and social
interactions.

e Bureaucracy: Interaction with government agencies, schools, or hospitals exposes individuals
to bureaucratic structures and processes.

These concepts underpin many aspects of societal functioning, often shaping outcomes without
explicit awareness.

The Role of Education in Political Awareness

Education systems serve as a primary site for political socialization, where individuals learn about
rights, responsibilities, and civic norms. Curricula that integrate political science themes foster
critical thinking and informed citizenship.

Moreover, informal education through family discussions, community events, and media exposure
supplements formal learning, reinforcing political knowledge and engagement.



Political Science and Consumer Behavior

Even consumer choices can reflect political values. Boycotts, ethical purchasing, and support for
local businesses are forms of economic activism tied to political beliefs.

Companies increasingly respond to political pressures by adopting corporate social responsibility
policies, illustrating the interplay between politics and economics in everyday life.

In sum, political science permeates numerous facets of daily existence, from the macro-level policies
shaping societies to the micro-level interactions defining communities and organizations.
Recognizing these examples enriches our comprehension of the political forces at play and
encourages more active participation in democratic life.

Examples Of Political Science In Everyday Life

examples of political science in everyday life: Political Science Today Wendy N. Whitman
Cobb, 2019-07-23 This is a solid textbook for an intro course... It follows different approaches in the
discipline, going subfield by subfield from Political Theory to American Politics, Comparative, and
IR. It has a strong introductory chapter that helps disentangle the relation between politics and
political science. —Manuel Balan, McGill University Political science has changed; the way students
learn has changed; so too should the way it’s taught. This is political science, today. Political Science
Today by Wendy Whitman Cobb gives students a holistic view of the subfields that make up political
science by dedicating one chapter to each of the topics at the core of the discipline. Unlike denser
texts on the market, Political Science Today uses a field-based approach that allows students to
engage with the material directly and dig into each of the discipline’s diverse subfields while also
developing critical thinking skills, discerning the differences between politics and political science,
conducting and consuming research, and broadening their future career aspirations. This title is
accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package. Digital Option / Courseware SAGE
Vantage is an intuitive digital platform that delivers this text’s content and course materials in a
learning experience that offers auto-graded assignments and interactive multimedia tools, all
carefully designed to ignite student engagement and drive critical thinking. Built with you and your
students in mind, it offers simple course set-up and enables students to better prepare for class.
Assignable Video with Assessment Assignable video (available with SAGE Vantage) is tied to
learning objectives and curated exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life. LMS Cartridge
(formerly known as SAGE Coursepacks): Import this title’s instructor resources into your school’s
learning management system (LMS) and save time. Don’t use an LMS? You can still access all of the
same online resources for this title via the password-protected Instructor Resource Site.

examples of political science in everyday life: political science is for everybody amy I.
atchison, 2021-02-16 This book is the first intersectionality-mainstreamed textbook written for
introductory political science courses.

examples of political science in everyday life: The Fundamentals of Political Science
Research Paul M. Kellstedt, Guy D. Whitten, 2008-12-15 Paul M. Kellstedt's and Guy D. Whitten's
The Fundamentals of Political Science Research provides an introduction to the scientific study of
politics, supplying students with the basic tools needed to be both critical consumers and producers
of scholarly research in political science. The book begins with a discussion of what it means to take
a scientific approach to the study of politics. At the core of such an approach is the development of
causal theories. Because there is no magic formula by which theories are developed, the authors
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present a series of strategies and develop an integrated approach to research design and empirical
analyses that allows students to determine the plausibility of their causal theories. The text's
accessible presentation of mathematical concepts and regression models with two or more
independent variables is a key component to this process, along with the integration of examples
from political science and the real world to help students grasp the fundamental concepts.

examples of political science in everyday life: Experimental Political Science B. Kittel, W.
Luhan, R. Morton, 2012-04-25 An exploration of core problems in experimental research on voting
behaviour and political institutions, ranging from design and data analysis to inferences with respect
to constructs, constituencies and causal claims. The focus of is on the implementation of principles
in experimental political science and the reflection of actual practices.

examples of political science in everyday life: Political Science Quarterly, 1906 A review
devoted to the historical statistical and comparative study of politics, economics and public law.

examples of political science in everyday life: Contemporary Issues in African Sciences and
Science Education Akwasi Asabere-Ameyaw, George ]. Sefa Dei, Kolawole Raheem, 2012-09-05 In
this careful articulation of science, the editors provide an intellectual marriage of Indigenous science
and science education in the African context as a way of revising schooling and education. They
define science broadly to include both the science of the natural/physical/biological and the ‘science
of the social’. It is noted that the current policy direction of African education continues to be a
subject of intense intellectual discussion. Science education is very much at the heart of much
current debates about reforming African schooling. Among the ways to counter-vision contemporary
African education this book points to how we promote Indigenous science education to improve upon
African science and technology development in general. The book also notes a long-standing push to
re-examine local cultural resource knowings in order to appreciate and understand the nature,
content and context of Indigenous knowledge science as a starting foundation for promoting African
science and technology studies in general. It is argued that these interests and concerns are not
mutually exclusive of each other but as a matter of fact interwoven and interdependent. The breadth
of coverage of the collection reflect papers in science, Indigeneity, identity and knowledge
production and the possibilities of creating a truly African-centred education. It is argued that such
extensive coverage will engage and excite readers on the path of what has been termed ‘African
educational recovery’. While the book is careful in avoiding stale debates about the ‘Eurocentricity
of Western scientific knowledge’ and the positing of ‘Eurocentric science’ as the only science worthy
of engagement, it nonetheless caution against constructing a binary between Indigenous/local
science and knowledges and Western ‘scientific’ knowledge. After all, Western scientific knowledge
is itself a form of local knowledge, born out of a particular social and historical context. Engaging
science in a more global context will bring to the fore critical questions of how we create spaces for
the study of Indigenous science knowledge in our schools. How is Indigenous science to be read,
understood and theorized? And, how do educators gather/collect and interpret Indigenous science
knowledges for the purposes of teaching young learners. These are critical questions for
contemporary African education?

examples of political science in everyday life: The Art of Status Jelena Subotic, Professor
of Political Science Jelena Subotic, 2025-10-09 An illuminating exploration of the relationship
between the restitution of looted art, global status, and the international construction of national
cultural heritage. Why is art restitution a matter of politics? How does the artwork displayed in
national museums reflect the international status of the state that owns it? Why do some states
agree to return looted art and others resist? National art collections have long been a way for states
to compete with each other for status, prestige, and cultural worth in international society. In many
former imperial nations, however, these collections include art looted during imperial expansions
and colonial occupations. While this was once a sign of high international standing, the markers of
such status, particularly in the context of art, have since significantly changed. A new international
legal and normative architecture governing art provenance developed after World War II and
became institutionalized in the 1990s and 2000s. Since then, there have been national and global



social movements demanding the return of looted art. This shift has established not only that looting
is wrong but, more importantly, that restitution is morally right. As a result of this reframing of what
it means to own art, an artifact's historical provenance has become a core element of its value and
the search for provenance and demands for restitution a direct threat to state status. The same
objects that granted states high international status now threaten to provoke status decline. In The
Art of Status, Jelena Subotic examines this relationship between the restitution of looted art and
international status, with a focus on the Parthenon (‘Elgin') Marbles, the Benin Bronzes, and a
collection of paintings looted during the Holocaust that are now housed at the Serbian National
Museum. Subotic tells the story of these artworks, how they were looted, how they ended up on
display in national museums, and how the art restitution disputes have unfolded. While these cases
are different in terms of their historical context of looting and ownership claims, the movements for
their restitution, and resistance to it, illustrate the larger questions of how national cultural heritage
is internationally constructed and how it serves states' desire for international status and prestige.
An in-depth and nuanced account of art restitution disputes, The Art of Status illuminates the
shifting political significance of art on the international stage, from ownership to restitution.

examples of political science in everyday life: International Political Science Mr. Rohit
Manglik, 2024-02-14 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.

examples of political science in everyday life: Cambridge Handbook of Experimental
Political Science James N. Druckman, 2011-06-06 This volume provides the first comprehensive
overview of how political scientists have used experiments to transform their field of study.

examples of political science in everyday life: The Political Economy of Everyday Life in
Africa Wale Adebanwi, 2017 Multi-disciplinary examination of the role of ordinary African people as
agents in the generation and distribution of well-being in modern Africa. What are the fundamental
issues, processes, agency and dynamics that shape the political economy of life in modern Africa? In
this book, the contributors - experts in anthropology, history, political science, economics, conflict
and peace studies, philosophy and language - examine the opportunities and constraints placed on
living, livelihoods and sustainable life on the continent. Reflecting on why and how the political
economy of life approach is essential for understanding the social process in modern Africa, they
engage with the intellectual oeuvre of the influential Africanist economic anthropologist Jane Guyer,
who provides an Afterword. The contributors analyse the politicaleconomy of everyday life as it
relates to money and currency; migrant labour forces and informal and formal economies;
dispossession of land; debt and indebtedness; socio-economic marginality; and the entrenchment of
colonial andapartheid pasts. Wale Adebanwi is the Rhodes Professor of Race Relations at the
University of Oxford. He is author of Nation as Grand Narrative: The Nigerian Press and the Politics
of Meaning (University of Rochester Press).

examples of political science in everyday life: The Oxford Handbook of Behavioral Political
Science Alex Mintz, Lesley G. Terris, 2024 This handbook is currently in development, with
individual articles publishing online in advance of print publication. At this time, we cannot add
information about unpublished articles in this handbook, however the table of contents will continue
to grow as additional articles pass through the review process and are added to the site. Please note
that the online publication date for this handbook is the date that the first article in the title was
published online.

examples of political science in everyday life: The Relevance of Political Science Gerry
Stoker, B. Guy Peters, Jon Pierre, 2015-03-26 What does political science tell us about important
real-world problems and issues? And to what extent does and can political analysis contribute to
solutions? Debates about the funding, impact and relevance of political science in contemporary
democracies have made this a vital and hotly contested topic of discussion, and in this original text
authors from around the world respond to the challenge. A robust defence is offered of the




achievements of political science research, but the book is not overly sanguine given its sustained
recognition of the need for improvement in the way that political science is done. New insights are
provided into the general issues raised by relevance, into blockages to relevance, and into the
contributions that the different subfields of political science can and do make. The book concludes
with a new manifesto for relevance that seeks to combine a commitment to rigour with a
commitment to engagement.

examples of political science in everyday life: Thinking Clearly with Data Ethan Bueno de
Mesquita, Anthony Fowler, 2021-11-16 This is an intro-level text that teaches how to think clearly
and conceptually about quantitative information, emphasizing ideas over technicality and assuming
no prior exposure to data analysis, statistics, or quantitative methods. The books four parts present
the foundation for quantiative reasoning: correlation and causation; statistical relationships; causal
phenomena; and incorporating quantitative information into decision making. Within these parts it
covers the array of tools used by social scientists, including regression, inference, experiments,
research design, and more, all by explaining the rationale and logic behind such tools rather than
focusing only on the technical calculations used for each. New concepts are presented simply, with
the help of copious examples, and the books leans towards graphic rather than mathematical
representation of data, with any technical material included in appendices--

examples of political science in everyday life: Amoral Communities Mila Dragojevic,
2019-10-15 In Amoral Communities, Mila Dragojevi¢ examines how conditions conducive to
atrocities against civilians are created during wartime in some communities. She identifies the
exclusion of moderates and the production of borders as the main processes. In these places,
political and ethnic identities become linked and targeted violence against civilians becomes both
tolerated and justified by the respective authorities as a necessary sacrifice for a greater political
goal. Dragojevi¢ augments the literature on genocide and civil wars by demonstrating how violence
can be used as a political strategy, and how communities, as well as individuals, remember episodes
of violence against civilians. The communities on which she focuses are Croatia in the 1990s and
Uganda and Guatemala in the 1980s. In each case Dragojevi¢ considers how people who have lived
peacefully as neighbors for many years are suddenly transformed into enemies, yet intracommunal
violence is not ubiquitous throughout the conflict zone; rather, it is specific to particular regions or
villages within those zones. Reporting on the varying wartime experiences of individuals, she adds
depth, emotion, and objectivity to the historical and socioeconomic conditions that shaped each
conflict. Furthermore, as Amoral Communities describes, the exclusion of moderates and the
production of borders limit individuals' freedom to express their views, work to prevent the possible
defection of members of an in-group, and facilitate identification of individuals who are purportedly
a threat. Even before mass killings begin, Dragojevié¢ finds, these and similar changes will have
transformed particular villages or regions into amoral communities, places where the definition of
crime changes and violence is justified as a form of self-defense by perpetrators.

examples of political science in everyday life: International Encyclopedia of Political
Science Bertrand Badie, Dirk Berg-Schlosser, Leonardo Morlino, 2011-09-07 Request a FREE
30-day online trial to this title at www.sagepub.com/freetrial With entries from leading international
scholars from around the world, this eight-volume encyclopedia offers the widest possible coverage
of key areas both regionally and globally. The International Encyclopedia of Political Science
provides a definitive, comprehensive picture of all aspects of political life, recognizing the
theoretical and cultural pluralism of our approaches and including findings from the far corners of
the world. The eight volumes cover every field of politics, from political theory and methodology to
political sociology, comparative politics, public policies, and international relations. Entries are
arranged in alphabetical order, and a list of entries by subject area appears in the front of each
volume for ease of use. The encyclopedia contains a detailed index as well as extensive
bibliographical references. Filling the need for an exhaustive overview of the empirical findings and
reflections on politics, this reference resource is suited for undergraduate or graduate students who
wish to be informed effectively and quickly on their field of study, for scholars seeking information



on relevant research findings in their area of specialization or in related fields, and for lay readers
who may lack a formal background in political science but have an interest in the field nonetheless.
The International Encyclopedia of Political Science provides an essential, authoritative guide to the
state of political science at the start of the 21st century and for decades to come, making it an
invaluable resource for a global readership, including researchers, students, citizens, and policy
makers. The encyclopedia was developed in partnership with the International Political Science
Association. Key Themes: Case and Area Studies Comparative Politics, Theory, and Methods
Democracy and Democratization Economics Epistemological Foundations Equality and Inequality
Gender and Race/Ethnicity International Relations Local Government Peace, War, and Conflict
Resolution People and Organizations Political Economy Political Parties Political Sociology Public
Policy and Administration Qualitative Methods Quantitative Methods Religion

examples of political science in everyday life: The Tragedy of Political Science David M.
Ricci, 1984-01-01 This book is both a comprehensive review and a thoughtful critique of the
development of political science as an academic discipline in this century. David Ricci eloquently
describes the tragic dilemma of political science in America: when political scholars deal with
politics in a scientific fashion, they reveal facts that contradict democratic expectations; when the
same scholars seek to justify those expectations, their moral arguments carry little professional
weight.--Jacket.

examples of political science in everyday life: Strategies and Games Prajit K. Dutta,
1999-02-16 Game theory has become increasingly popular among undergraduate aswell as business
school students. This text is the first to provideboth a complete theoretical treatment of the subject
and a variety ofreal-world applications, primarily in economics, but also in business,political science,
and the law. Game theory has become increasingly popular among undergraduate as well as
business school students. This text is the first to provide both a complete theoretical treatment of
the subject and a variety of real-world applications, primarily in economics, but also in business,
political science, and the law. Strategies and Games grew out of Prajit Dutta's experience teaching a
course in game theory over the last six years at Columbia University.The book is divided into three
parts: Strategic Form Games and Their Applications, Extensive Form Games and Their Applications,
and Asymmetric Information Games and Their Applications. The theoretical topics include
dominance solutions, Nash equilibrium, backward induction, subgame perfect equilibrium, repeated
games, dynamic games, Bayes-Nash equilibrium, mechanism design, auction theory, and signaling.
An appendix presents a thorough discussion of single-agent decision theory, as well as the
optimization and probability theory required for the course.Every chapter that introduces a new
theoretical concept opens with examples and ends with a case study. Case studies include Global
Warming and the Internet, Poison Pills, Treasury Bill Auctions, and Final Jeopardy. Each part of the
book also contains several chapter-length applications including Bankruptcy Law, the NASDAQ
market, OPEC, and the Commons problem. This is also the first text to provide a detailed analysis of
dynamic strategic interaction.

examples of political science in everyday life: What Political Science Can Learn from
the Humanities R.A.-W. Rhodes, Susan Hodgett, 2021-01-05 This book asks, ‘what are the
implications of blurring genres for the discipline of Political Science, and for Area Studies?’ It argues
novelists and playwrights provide a better guide for political scientists than the work of physicists. It
restates the intrinsic value of the Humanities and Social Sciences and builds bridges between the
two territories. The phrase blurring genres covers both genres of thought and of presentation.
Genres of thought refers to such theoretical approaches as post structuralism, cultural studies, and
especially interpretive thought. Part 1 explores genres of thought, focusing on the use of narratives.
Specific examples include the narratives of post-truth political cultures; narratives in Canadian
general elections; autoethnography as a new research tool; and novels as a way of understanding
economic development. Part 2 emphasises genres of presentation and focuses on the visual arts. The
chapters cover: photography in British political history, the architecture of American statehouses
and city halls, design, comics, and using the creative arts to improve policy practice. This book is



interdisciplinary and should have an appeal beyond political science to area studies specialists and
others in the humanities. It is an advanced text, so it is aimed primarily at academics and
postgraduates.

examples of political science in everyday life: The Statistical Method in Economics and
Political Science P. Sargant Florence, 2018-04-09 Originally published in 1929. This balanced
combination of fieldwork, statistical measurement, and realistic applications shows a synthesis of
economics and political science in a conception of an organic relationship between the two sciences
that involves functional analysis, institutional interpretation, and a more workmanlike approach to
questions of organization such as division of labour and the control of industry. The treatise applies
the test of fact through statistical analysis to economic and political theories for the quantitative and
institutional approach in solving social and industrial problems. It constructs a framework of
concepts, combining both economic and political theory, to systematically produce an original
statement in general terms of the principles and methods for statistical fieldwork. The separation
into Parts allows selective reading for the methods of statistical measurement; the principles and
fallacies of applying these measures to economic and political fields; and the resultant construction
of a statistical economics and politics. Basic statistical concepts are described for application, with
each method of statistical measurement illustrated with instances relevant to the economic and
political theory discussed and a statistical glossary is included.

examples of political science in everyday life: Routledge Handbook of Interpretive
Political Science Mark Bevir, R. A. W. Rhodes, 2015-07-03 Interpretive political science focuses on
the meanings that shape actions and institutions, and the ways in which they do so. This Handbook
explores the implications of interpretive theory for the study of politics. It provides the first
definitive survey of the field edited by two of its pioneers. Written by leading scholars from a range
of disciplinary backgrounds, the Handbook’s 32 chapters are split into five parts which explore: the
contrast between interpretive theory and mainstream political science; the main forms of
interpretive theory and the theoretical concepts associated with interpretive political science; the
methods used by interpretive political scientists; the insights provided by interpretive political
science on empirical topics; the implications of interpretive political science for professional
practices such as policy analysis, planning, accountancy, and public health. With an emphasis on the
applications of interpretive political science to a range of topics and disciplines, this Handbook is an
invaluable resource for students, scholars, and practitioners in the areas of international relations,
comparative politics, political sociology, political psychology, and public administration.
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