
curtis mathes console tv
Curtis Mathes Console TV: A Timeless Blend of Style and Functionality

curtis mathes console tv holds a special place in the hearts of vintage electronics enthusiasts and
those who appreciate the golden era of television design. Back in the mid-20th century, owning a
Curtis Mathes console TV was more than just having a device to watch your favorite shows—it was
about making a statement in your living room. These console televisions blended superior
craftsmanship, innovative technology, and elegant furniture-like cabinetry, turning a simple
electronic appliance into a centerpiece of home decor.

The Legacy of Curtis Mathes Console TV

Curtis Mathes Inc., founded by Curtis Mathes Sr. in the 1950s, quickly became synonymous with
quality and reliability. Unlike many other brands of its time, Curtis Mathes prided itself on producing
televisions that were not only technologically advanced but also built to last. The console TV models,
in particular, stood out for their robust wooden cabinets, which often featured polished veneers and
intricate detailing, reflecting mid-century modern aesthetics.

Why Curtis Mathes Console TVs Were Unique

Several factors contributed to the distinctiveness of Curtis Mathes console TVs:

- **In-House Manufacturing:** Curtis Mathes was known for manufacturing many of its own
components, ensuring quality control from start to finish.
- **Solid Wood Cabinets:** Unlike plastic or metal casings, these TVs were encased in high-quality
wood, making them both durable and visually appealing.
- **Superior Picture Quality:** For their time, Curtis Mathes TVs offered crisp images and vibrant
colors, appealing to viewers who demanded excellent viewing experiences.
- **Long Warranty:** The company famously offered extended warranties, sometimes up to 5 years,
which was almost unheard of in the television industry back then.

These features made Curtis Mathes console TVs a favorite among consumers who valued longevity
and craftsmanship.

Design and Aesthetic Appeal of Curtis Mathes Console
TVs

The design philosophy behind Curtis Mathes consoles was to create a piece of furniture as much as
an electronic device. These televisions often featured:

- **Mid-Century Modern Style:** Clean lines, minimalist yet elegant cabinetry, and warm wood



tones.
- **Integrated Speakers:** Built-in speaker grills made of woven fabric or decorative wood panels
that blended seamlessly with the cabinet.
- **Functional Storage:** Some models included storage compartments for records, books, or other
household items, making them multifunctional.
- **Compact and Sturdy Build:** While many console TVs tended to be bulky, Curtis Mathes
managed to balance size with a sleek profile suitable for living room settings.

This design approach meant that the console TV wasn’t hidden away but proudly displayed,
enhancing the room’s ambiance.

Popular Models and Features

Over the years, Curtis Mathes released several console TV models that stood out:

- **The Curtis Mathes Champion Series:** Known for its larger screens and enhanced picture clarity.
- **Solid State Consoles:** These models incorporated solid-state electronics, improving reliability
and reducing maintenance.
- **Stereo Sound Consoles:** Some later models featured stereo sound systems, a significant
upgrade from mono speakers common in earlier televisions.

Collectors and vintage TV aficionados often seek these models for their blend of technology and
timeless design.

Maintaining and Restoring a Curtis Mathes Console TV

Owning a vintage Curtis Mathes console TV today can be a rewarding experience, but it comes with
its own set of challenges. Many of these units are decades old, so maintenance and restoration are
key to keeping them functional and attractive.

Tips for Restoration Enthusiasts

- **Assess the Cabinet Condition:** The wooden cabinet is the heart of the console’s aesthetic.
Sanding, polishing, or re-staining can bring back original luster.
- **Check Electronic Components:** Tubes, capacitors, and wiring may need replacement or repair
to ensure the TV functions safely.
- **Speaker and Sound System:** Replacing speaker fabric or upgrading to modern equivalents can
enhance audio quality without compromising vintage appeal.
- **Source Authentic Parts:** Whenever possible, use original or period-correct components to
maintain authenticity and value.

Restoring a Curtis Mathes console TV can be a fulfilling project, especially for those passionate
about retro electronics and furniture.



The Modern Appeal of Curtis Mathes Console TVs

In today’s fast-paced digital world, the Curtis Mathes console TV represents a nostalgic connection
to a simpler time. Vintage TV collectors, interior designers, and retro enthusiasts often incorporate
these consoles into their spaces for several reasons:

- **Vintage Charm:** The warm wood tones and classic design add character and sophistication to
any room.
- **Conversation Piece:** These TVs often become centerpieces that spark stories about the
evolution of technology and design.
- **Hybrid Use:** Some owners retrofit their consoles with modern flat screens or speakers,
preserving the exterior look while upgrading functionality.
- **Sustainability:** Restoring and using vintage electronics supports recycling and reduces
electronic waste.

Where to Find Curtis Mathes Console TVs Today

If you’re interested in acquiring a Curtis Mathes console TV, several avenues exist:

- **Online Marketplaces:** Websites like eBay and Etsy often feature listings for vintage Curtis
Mathes consoles.
- **Estate Sales and Auctions:** These venues can be goldmines for finding well-preserved models.
- **Specialty Vintage Electronics Stores:** Some retailers focus specifically on retro electronic
equipment and may have Curtis Mathes consoles in stock.
- **Community Forums:** Vintage TV enthusiast groups can provide leads, advice, and sometimes
direct sales.

When purchasing, it’s wise to verify the condition of both the cabinet and the electronics to ensure a
worthwhile investment.

Understanding the Value of Curtis Mathes Console TVs

The value of Curtis Mathes console TVs can vary widely depending on several factors:

- **Condition:** Cabinets free of scratches and electronics in working order fetch higher prices.
- **Rarity:** Certain models, especially those with unique features, are more collectible.
- **Historical Significance:** Early solid-state models or those with factory warranties might carry
premium value.
- **Restoration Quality:** Professionally restored units tend to attract serious collectors.

For those interested in vintage electronics as an investment or hobby, understanding these aspects
is key to making informed decisions.

---

Curtis Mathes console TVs are more than just relics; they are emblematic of an era when television



was not only entertainment but also a piece of art and craftsmanship. Their enduring appeal lies in
the perfect marriage of form and function, making them cherished items in both vintage collections
and stylish home interiors today. Whether you’re a collector, a design enthusiast, or simply curious
about classic TVs, exploring the world of Curtis Mathes console TVs offers a fascinating glimpse into
the history of home entertainment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Curtis Mathes console TV?
A Curtis Mathes console TV is a vintage television set housed in a wooden cabinet designed to blend
with home furniture, popular during the mid-20th century.

When were Curtis Mathes console TVs most popular?
Curtis Mathes console TVs were most popular from the 1950s through the 1970s, known for their
quality and stylish wooden console designs.

Are Curtis Mathes console TVs considered collectible?
Yes, Curtis Mathes console TVs are considered collectible by vintage electronics enthusiasts due to
their classic design and brand reputation.

What features made Curtis Mathes console TVs stand out?
Curtis Mathes console TVs were known for their reliable electronics, high-quality picture tubes, and
attractive wooden cabinetry that served as furniture pieces.

Can Curtis Mathes console TVs still be used today?
While Curtis Mathes console TVs can still function, they may require repairs or modifications to
work with modern broadcasting standards and inputs.

How do I restore a Curtis Mathes console TV?
Restoring a Curtis Mathes console TV typically involves cleaning the cabinet, repairing or replacing
electronic components, and ensuring the picture tube is functional.

Where can I buy replacement parts for Curtis Mathes console
TVs?
Replacement parts for Curtis Mathes console TVs can sometimes be found through vintage
electronics suppliers, online marketplaces like eBay, or specialized repair shops.



What is the typical size of a Curtis Mathes console TV?
Curtis Mathes console TVs commonly featured screen sizes ranging from 19 inches to 27 inches,
integrated into large wooden cabinets.

Did Curtis Mathes produce other types of televisions besides
console models?
Yes, Curtis Mathes also produced portable and tabletop televisions in addition to their popular
console TV models.

How does the picture quality of Curtis Mathes console TVs
compare to modern TVs?
Curtis Mathes console TVs have lower picture quality compared to modern TVs, as they use older
CRT technology without high-definition capabilities.

Additional Resources
Curtis Mathes Console TV: A Retrospective Analysis of a Classic Television Brand

curtis mathes console tv represents an iconic chapter in the history of American consumer
electronics. Known primarily for its affordable, durable, and stylish television consoles, Curtis
Mathes became a household name during the mid-to-late 20th century. The brand’s legacy is
intertwined with the evolution of home entertainment, blending innovative engineering with
distinctive design elements that catered to the tastes and needs of the era. This article explores the
characteristics, historical significance, and the enduring appeal of Curtis Mathes console TVs
through a comprehensive, analytical lens.

Historical Context and Brand Overview

Curtis Mathes, Inc. was founded by Curtis Mathes Sr. in the 1930s, but it was during the post-World
War II period that the company gained significant traction. By the 1950s and 1960s, Curtis Mathes
had positioned itself as a reputable manufacturer of television sets and electronic components.
Unlike some competitors who outsourced production, Curtis Mathes was notable for emphasizing
American-made craftsmanship and stringent quality control.

The console TV, a popular form factor during this period, combined a television set with an
attractive wooden cabinet, often double-purposed as a furniture piece. This design catered to
families who sought to integrate technology into their living rooms without compromising on
aesthetics. Curtis Mathes console TVs were frequently recognized for their solid cabinetry, clear
picture tubes, and reliability.



Design and Technical Features

Cabinet Construction and Aesthetic Appeal

One of the defining characteristics of Curtis Mathes console TVs was their carefully crafted wooden
cabinets. Unlike modern flat-panel TVs, console televisions were encased in robust hardwood or
veneer finishes, ranging from walnut to mahogany. This design element served both functional and
decorative purposes, allowing the TV to blend seamlessly into mid-century living rooms.

The consoles often included integrated storage spaces for vinyl records, radios, or speakers, making
them versatile entertainment centers. The craftsmanship was a point of pride for Curtis Mathes, and
many vintage models are still sought after by collectors and enthusiasts for their timeless appeal.

Picture Quality and Technology

Curtis Mathes console TVs were equipped with cathode ray tube (CRT) displays, which were
standard at the time. The company was dedicated to delivering sharp and vibrant images, often
advertising superior picture tubes and enhanced signal processing technology. In the 1960s and
1970s, Curtis Mathes invested in innovations such as improved deflection yokes and high-contrast
phosphors to enhance visual clarity.

Compared to other brands like RCA or Zenith, Curtis Mathes TVs were considered reliable but
sometimes positioned slightly below premium models in terms of cutting-edge features. However,
their consistency and durability often offset this, making them a preferred choice for long-term home
use.

Market Position and Consumer Reception

Throughout its heyday, Curtis Mathes marketed its televisions as "the most expensive television set
made in America," emphasizing quality over cost-cutting. This slogan reflected a commitment to
American manufacturing and customer service, a strategy that resonated with a segment of
consumers during the mid-20th century.

Despite this premium positioning, Curtis Mathes console TVs were competitively priced relative to
other high-end models, striking a balance between affordability and quality. Their reputation for
reliability meant that many customers valued the brand for its low maintenance and long operational
lifespan.

Comparisons with Contemporary Console TVs

In comparison to other console TVs from brands such as Magnavox, General Electric, and Philco,
Curtis Mathes stood out for its emphasis on craftsmanship and customer service. While Magnavox



offered innovative features like stereo sound integration ahead of many competitors, Curtis Mathes
focused on producing consistently sturdy and visually appealing units.

Philco and GE often competed on price and accessibility, whereas Curtis Mathes occupied a niche
that emphasized durability and aesthetic refinement. This positioning made Curtis Mathes consoles
popular in middle to upper-middle-class households seeking a blend of style and substance.

Legacy and Modern-Day Relevance

Though the era of console TVs concluded with the advent of flat-screen LCD, plasma, and OLED
displays, Curtis Mathes console TVs remain a symbol of mid-century American design and
engineering. Vintage electronics collectors and interior designers often seek out these consoles for
restoration projects, appreciating their blend of retro aesthetics and mechanical simplicity.

The brand itself experienced shifts in ownership and eventually faded from the forefront of
consumer electronics as technology and market preferences evolved. Nonetheless, Curtis Mathes
TVs represent a formative period in television history, embodying the transition from purely
functional devices to integral elements of home decor.

Restoration and Collectability

There is a niche market for restored Curtis Mathes console TVs, especially models from the 1960s
and 1970s. Enthusiasts value these sets for:

Authentic mid-century craftsmanship and design

Robust wooden cabinetry suitable for restoration

Durable CRT technology with relatively straightforward repairability

Historical significance as American-made electronic products

Restoration can involve refinishing wood veneers, servicing CRT components, and sometimes
adapting electronics for modern connectivity while preserving original aesthetics.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of Curtis Mathes
Console TV

In evaluating the Curtis Mathes console TV, it is clear that the brand offered a unique combination
of style, quality, and reliability during a pivotal era of television technology. While modern
consumers predominantly favor sleek, flat-panel designs, the Curtis Mathes legacy endures among



enthusiasts who appreciate the craftsmanship and design philosophy of a bygone era. These iconic
consoles not only served as entertainment centers but also as tasteful furniture pieces that
contributed to the living room ambiance.

As the market continues to embrace nostalgia and vintage electronics, Curtis Mathes console TVs
stand as tangible reminders of the mid-20th century’s dedication to quality and aesthetic integration
in consumer electronics. Whether viewed as collectible items or historical artifacts, they offer
valuable insight into the evolution of television design and manufacture in America.
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  curtis mathes console tv: How to Identify & Resolve Radio-tv Interference Problems ,
1982
  curtis mathes console tv: Shattered Thomas Cannon, When you lose touch with yourself, you
lose yourself in the world. -Eckhart Tolle Mikey Haskell thought he figured it out. After six months
on the road, realization that his best friend, Alaine, was his soul mate. But memories of the painful
breakup with his ex-fiancée, Karen, fractured his heart. To escape the emotional conflict, he borrows
the mantra of hecklers and slowly transforms his stage persona, and eventually his private life, to an
animal existence. A caveman that threatens to shatter his very world into turmoil. Will he realize
what is happening to him? Can he pull himself out of the desperate delusion before it is too late? Is
the relationship between him and Alaine destroyed forever? Follow the lonely, overweight giant as
he fights for his standup comedic career and travels from the edge of sanity to the unknown.
SHATTERED - A true journey from the edge of sanity From the imagination of Thomas Cannon
comes an adventure truly unique - a look into the back room of the entertainment industry of
Stand-Up Comedians.
  curtis mathes console tv: Messenger from Mystery Deno Trakas, 2017-01-31 A young
academic becomes embroiled in the Iranian hostage crisis in this historical novel of romance,
geopolitics, and clashing cultures. It’s 1979 and Jason “Jay” Nichols is just making the transition
from student to teacher when he faces a nearly impossible challenge. While teaching a group of
students from Iran, more than fifty Americans are taken hostage at the U.S. Embassy in Iran. As the
situation holds all of America spellbound, one of Jay’s students, the enchanting Azadeh “Azi”
Ghotbzadeh, is suddenly in danger. A cousin of Iran’s foreign minister, Azi finds herself in an
increasingly hostile country. Even as she and Jay fall in love, she is beckoned home to safety by her
family. But when the U.S. government learns of Jay’s relationship with someone in the Ayatollah’s
orbit, he becomes involved in a mission that could avert a global catastrophe or put Azi in mortal
peril. Messenger from Mystery vividly depicts the human heart in conflict with itself while offering a
thoughtful critique of U.S.–Middle East relations while also vividly depicting the human heart in
conflict with itself. Foreword by Robert Penn Warren Award–winning author Elizabeth Cox
  curtis mathes console tv: Unlucky Mel Aggeliki Pelekidis, 2024-09-15 In Unlucky Mel, PhD
candidate Melody Hollings is in the final year of her creative writing program in upstate New York.
Her dream life of landing the perfect academic job somewhere far away from her small hometown
and publishing her first novel is so close to becoming a reality. But first she has to finish writing that
book. Oh, and graduate. To do both, she needs her good friend Ben to reciprocate all the help she's
given him over the years on his writing. But when Mel's widowed father starts acting strangely, she
is thrown. After chalking it up to a dramatic attempt to manipulate her into moving back in with him,
she discovers that he really is suffering from dementia. Now she'll need to stay local to care for him.
Her dream is dying and her best option is to win a postgraduation fellowship through her alma
mater. Despite all the upheaval in Mel's life, rather than helping her, Ben turns on her in a shocking
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betrayal. For the first time, Mel has a nemesis! The stress of caring for her father, teaching too many
students, and living with so much uncertainty over her future escalates Mel's desire for
retribution—until one night, she discovers an opportunity to ruin Ben's reputation. Unlucky Mel is a
smart, funny debut in which Pelekidis explores the lengths we're willing to go to in order to even the
score and the ways in which women are often expected to sacrifice their professional ambitions for
the men in their lives.
  curtis mathes console tv: The Sneak Freaky Carol Ann Ross, 2023-03-07 The Sneaky Freaky
begins in 1966, in the fishing town of Sneads Ferry, North Carolina. Naomi's husband is fighting in
Vietnam. The sight of Courthouse Bay, Camp Lejeune, from her window reminds her every day of
that fact. The reality of the war is everywhere. It's on the nightly news, it's in the movies, it's in the
music, and all Naomi wants to do is get away from it all. A magic cat, omens, the stars and dreams
figure into a big dose of reality for a woman caught in the hippie era.
  curtis mathes console tv: TV Guide , 1986-03
  curtis mathes console tv: Advertising Substantiation Program: Television Sets United States.
Federal Trade Commission, 1971
  curtis mathes console tv: At the Community College: Smiles and Reflection Jeffrey Ross,
2019-08-15 Community colleges provide valuable learning experiences for millions of Americans. But
they are not mini-universities or dedicated trade schools—they offer a unique higher-ed pathway
which is often misunderstood and sometimes under-appreciated. This book provides a
behind-the-scenes look at daily community college life—from student, administrative, board, and
faculty perspectives! You will learn (or recognize) a great deal about daily community college
machinations and the “characters” who are hard at work to make the community college journey
“sustainable.” Both humorous and revealing, the engaged reader will come away with a new
appreciation for the American Community College Event!
  curtis mathes console tv: Perfectly Twisted Kristine Mason, 2015-04-23
  curtis mathes console tv: Billboard , 1986-07-05 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  curtis mathes console tv: Billboard , 1960-07-04 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  curtis mathes console tv: How to Identify & Resolve Radio-TV Interference Problems
United States. Federal Communications Commission. Field Operations Bureau, 1977
  curtis mathes console tv: When Old Midnight Comes Along Loren D. Estleman, 2019-12-03 A
new Amos Walker mystery from award-winning author Loren D. Estleman! Amos Walker is hired by
one Francis X. Lawes, a private-sector mover and shaker in Detroit politics, to prove that his wife,
Paula, who disappeared under sinister circumstances shortly more than six years ago, is dead, so he
can remarry without having to wait for the seven-year-declaration-of-death rule to kick in. Walker’s
investigation is complicated by two facts: the police still consider Lawes the prime suspect, and the
first-responding officer in that old case was killed in the line of duty shortly afterwards and his
notebook has never been found. The question for Walker is, if Lawes is guilty, why would he put
himself in jeopardy of arrest and prosecution by giving the forensics team a body to work on? At the
Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM)
applied.
  curtis mathes console tv: Scene, Channel 2 and 17 , 1981
  curtis mathes console tv: Billboard , 1964-08-01 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.



  curtis mathes console tv: Radio frequency interference United States. Congress. Senate.
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Subcommittee on Communications, 1978
  curtis mathes console tv: A Song for You (Part 2) Angela N. Mata, The saga continues as
Sarah steps into a new era, finding herself in a suburb of the San Francisco Bay Area. She fights to
stay afloat in the fashion industry while raising a young son born in solitude, his existence unknown
to Joshua, her surreptitious lover. Still reeling from the breakup, Joshua remains estranged from the
family for over seven years, as quiet suspicions grow about whether he is truly Evan's father.
Meanwhile, Sarah's former lover, Garrett, is still on the scene, complicating matters even further.
  curtis mathes console tv: California. Court of Appeal (1st Appellate District). Records
and Briefs California (State).,
  curtis mathes console tv: Television Digest, with Consumer Electronics , 1990-07
  curtis mathes console tv: Do's and Don'ts in Advertising Copy National Better Business
Bureau (U.S.), 1987
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