
cs lewis on writing

Cs Lewis on Writing: Insights from a Master Storyteller

cs lewis on writing reveals a fascinating window into the mind of one of the
most beloved authors of the 20th century. Known primarily for his works of
fantasy, theology, and literary criticism, Lewis’s reflections on writing
offer timeless guidance for aspiring authors and avid readers alike. His
approach to storytelling, his discipline in crafting prose, and his
philosophical views on the purpose of writing continue to inspire writers
across genres.

Exploring Cs Lewis on Writing is not just about understanding the mechanics
of penning a novel or an essay; it's about connecting with a worldview where
imagination and intellect meet. Whether you’re a fan of *The Chronicles of
Narnia* or intrigued by his essays on Christian apologetics, Lewis’s thoughts
on writing provide a rich source of wisdom that transcends simple technique.

Cs Lewis on Writing as a Craft and Calling

Lewis believed writing was more than a skill—it was a vocation. For him,
writing was an act of communication that involved both the mind and the
heart. In many of his letters and essays, he emphasized the importance of
sincerity and clarity, urging writers to express truth in a way that
resonates with readers’ deepest experiences.

The Role of Imagination and Truth

One of the most compelling aspects of Cs Lewis on writing is his insistence
on the harmony between imagination and truth. Unlike some authors who view
fantasy as mere escapism, Lewis saw imaginative writing as a pathway to
profound truths. In his famous lecture "Sometimes Fairy Stories May Say Best
What’s To Be Said," he argued that fantasy could reveal moral and spiritual
realities more effectively than straightforward prose.

This highlights how Lewis used creativity not just to entertain but to
explore universal themes like good versus evil, redemption, and hope. His
writing encourages modern authors to embrace the power of storytelling to
communicate complex ideas in accessible, moving ways.

Discipline and the Writer’s Routine

From Cs Lewis on writing, one learns the importance of discipline. Lewis was
known for his disciplined writing routine, often setting aside specific hours
of the day for focused work. He believed that talent alone was insufficient;
perseverance and regular practice were essential.

In his essay “On Stories,” Lewis shared how persistence in writing helps
develop not only style but also clarity of thought. He urged writers to read
widely and write consistently, reminding them that every writer begins as a
learner and that improvement comes through dedication.



Language, Style, and Clarity in Cs Lewis’s
Writing Philosophy

When considering Cs Lewis on writing, it’s impossible to overlook his
thoughts on language and style. Lewis was a master of clear, engaging prose,
and he championed simplicity over ornate language. He believed that writing
should be accessible, enabling readers to grasp ideas without stumbling over
unnecessary complexity.

The Importance of Clarity and Honesty

Lewis often cautioned against the temptation to use complicated words or
convoluted sentences to impress readers. For him, the essence of good writing
was honesty—both in the content and in the manner of expression. This
approach allowed him to reach a broad audience, from children enjoying
*Narnia* to scholars engaged in theological debates.

His advice encourages writers today to focus on their message first and
foremost. Clear communication ensures that the power of the story or argument
is not lost in stylistic excess.

The Balance Between Formality and Warmth

Another notable element in Cs Lewis on writing is his ability to strike a
balance between formality and warmth. His prose often carried a
conversational tone that invited readers into dialogue rather than lecturing
them. This tone is particularly evident in his letters and personal essays,
where he blends intellectual rigor with personal warmth.

Writers can learn from this blend by cultivating a voice that is both
authoritative and approachable, making their work more relatable without
sacrificing depth.

Cs Lewis on Writing for Children and Adults

Lewis’s dual success in writing for children and adults provides unique
insights into how audience shapes writing style and content. His *Chronicles
of Narnia* series remains a staple of children’s literature, while his
theological works engage adult readers.

Writing Children’s Literature with Respect

In Cs Lewis on writing for children, he emphasized respect for the young
reader’s intelligence and imagination. He rejected the idea that children’s
books should be watered-down versions of adult literature. Instead, he
believed children deserved stories that were rich, meaningful, and capable of
sparking wonder.

This respect translates into stories that don’t talk down to children but



challenge and inspire them. Lewis’s ability to layer his narratives with
allegory and moral lessons without sacrificing entertainment is a great model
for writers working in children’s fiction.

Engaging Adult Readers with Depth and Accessibility

Conversely, his works aimed at adult audiences, such as *Mere Christianity*
and *The Screwtape Letters*, showcase how to engage readers intellectually
while remaining accessible. Lewis’s writing in these books is direct and
thoughtful, often using humor and analogy to clarify complex ideas.

His example teaches writers the value of combining intellectual depth with
clear, engaging prose to reach and retain adult readers’ attention.

Practical Tips from Cs Lewis on Writing

Diving deeper into Cs Lewis on writing reveals several practical tips that
modern writers can apply to enhance their craft:

Write Regularly: Consistency builds skill and confidence. Lewis’s1.
disciplined schedule is a testament to this principle.

Read Widely: Exposure to diverse genres and styles enriches a writer’s2.
vocabulary and understanding of storytelling.

Embrace Revision: Lewis saw rewriting as an essential part of the3.
process, often refining his work multiple times to achieve clarity.

Write for the Reader: Always consider the audience’s perspective, aiming4.
to communicate clearly and meaningfully.

Use Imagination Thoughtfully: Let creativity serve the story’s truth,5.
not distract from it.

These tips reflect Lewis’s holistic approach to writing, combining technique,
mindset, and purpose.

Why Cs Lewis’s Writing Philosophy Still Matters
Today

In an era where digital distractions abound and the publishing landscape
constantly shifts, Cs Lewis on writing offers grounding principles. His focus
on clarity, sincerity, imagination, and discipline resonates with writers
seeking to craft meaningful and enduring work.

Moreover, Lewis’s belief in the transformative power of storytelling
challenges modern writers to view their craft not merely as a means of
entertainment, but as a way to engage with deeper human questions. This
perspective enriches the writing process and invites readers into stories



that linger long after the last page.

Whether you are crafting fiction, essays, or personal reflections, revisiting
Cs Lewis on writing can inspire a renewed commitment to quality, purpose, and
the joy of creation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was C.S. Lewis's approach to writing fiction?

C.S. Lewis believed in writing fiction that was both imaginative and morally
instructive, often embedding Christian themes within engaging narratives to
communicate deeper truths.

How did C.S. Lewis view the relationship between
writing and faith?

Lewis saw writing as a means to explore and express his Christian faith,
using storytelling to convey spiritual and philosophical ideas in an
accessible way.

What advice did C.S. Lewis give to aspiring writers?

Lewis advised writers to read widely, write honestly, and focus on clarity
and sincerity rather than trying to impress, emphasizing the importance of
truth in writing.

Did C.S. Lewis write any guides or essays about
writing?

Yes, Lewis wrote several essays on writing, including "On Stories" and
"Sometimes Fairy Stories May Say Best What's To Be Said," where he discussed
the power and purpose of storytelling.

How did C.S. Lewis develop his writing style?

Lewis developed his style through extensive reading, disciplined writing
practice, and a commitment to clear communication, blending classical
rhetoric with imaginative storytelling.

What role did myth and fantasy play in C.S. Lewis's
writing?

Myth and fantasy were central to Lewis's work, as he believed they could
reveal profound truths and convey moral and spiritual lessons more
effectively than straightforward exposition.

How did C.S. Lewis handle criticism of his writing?

Lewis approached criticism thoughtfully, often reflecting on feedback to
improve his work while maintaining confidence in his purpose and message.



What influence did C.S. Lewis's academic background
have on his writing?

Lewis's background as a scholar of literature and medieval studies enriched
his writing with classical references, intellectual depth, and a strong
narrative structure.

How important was imagination in C.S. Lewis's writing
philosophy?

Imagination was crucial for Lewis; he believed it was a gateway to truth,
allowing readers to explore ideas and realities beyond the literal and
everyday.

Did C.S. Lewis believe writing could change readers?

Yes, Lewis believed that effective writing could transform readers by shaping
their perceptions, inspiring moral reflection, and opening hearts to new
possibilities.

Additional Resources
**Cs Lewis on Writing: An Analytical Exploration of His Literary Craft**

cs lewis on writing unveils not only the practical wisdom of one of the 20th
century’s most celebrated authors but also reveals the intricate relationship
between creativity, discipline, and communication. Known primarily for his
works in fantasy literature and Christian apologetics, Lewis's reflections on
the art and craft of writing provide invaluable insights for both aspiring
authors and literary scholars. This article delves deeply into Lewis’s
perspectives on writing, exploring his stylistic approaches, thematic
priorities, and the broader implications of his literary philosophy.

Cs Lewis on Writing: The Intersection of Style
and Substance

Cs Lewis’s approach to writing was marked by a careful balance between
accessibility and intellectual depth. His prose, often described as lucid and
engaging, was never overly ornate, reflecting his belief that clarity should
be a writer’s foremost goal. In “On Stories,” Lewis emphasized the importance
of storytelling as an essential human activity, arguing that stories allow
readers to explore truths and ideas in a way that pure exposition cannot
achieve.

Lewis also famously advocated for sincerity and honesty in writing. He
maintained that writers should write with the intention of conveying truth
rather than merely entertaining or impressing an audience. This perspective
aligns closely with his Christian worldview but transcends religious
boundaries in its call for genuine communication.



The Influence of Classical and Christian Traditions

Understanding cs lewis on writing requires appreciating the dual influences
of classical literature and Christian theology on his craft. Lewis was
steeped in the classics, drawing on the narrative structures and rhetorical
techniques of ancient authors. However, he transformed these influences
through a distinctly Christian lens, which shaped both the themes and moral
underpinnings of his work.

This synthesis is evident in his most famous series, *The Chronicles of
Narnia*, where allegory and myth merge to create a narrative that is at once
fantastical and deeply ethical. Lewis’s writing is thus a fusion of tradition
and innovation—he respects established literary norms yet adapts them to suit
his unique voice and message.

Techniques and Philosophies in Cs Lewis’s
Writing Process

Lewis’s reflections on the mechanics of writing reveal a disciplined and
thoughtful process. He was known for his structured approach to composition,
often outlining his ideas meticulously before beginning to write in full.
This methodical preparation contributed to the coherence and persuasive power
of his arguments, particularly in his apologetic works such as *Mere
Christianity*.

On Language and Readability

One of the standout aspects of cs lewis on writing is his insistence on using
clear and straightforward language. He believed that writing should be
accessible to a broad audience without sacrificing intellectual rigor. Lewis
argued that the writer’s duty is to communicate ideas effectively, not to
obscure them behind complex vocabulary or convoluted sentence structures.

This principle resonates strongly with contemporary SEO writing strategies,
which prioritize readability and user engagement. Lewis’s work exemplifies
how clarity can coexist with depth, making his writing both timeless and
relevant in today’s digital content landscape.

Discipline, Inspiration, and the Writer’s Mindset

Lewis also addressed the psychological and emotional dimensions of writing.
He acknowledged that inspiration is vital but insufficient on its own;
discipline and perseverance are equally necessary for producing substantial
work. In his letters and essays, Lewis often encouraged writers to cultivate
a steady writing habit, emphasizing regularity over sporadic bursts of
creativity.

This balanced mindset challenges the romanticized notion of the “tortured
artist” and instead promotes a professional attitude toward writing. Lewis’s
experience as a scholar and teacher informed this pragmatic approach,
underscoring the importance of treating writing as a craft that requires



dedication and continual refinement.

Thematic Priorities in Cs Lewis’s Literary
Output

Beyond technique, cs lewis on writing encompasses his thematic concerns,
which are deeply embedded in his narratives. Lewis frequently explored themes
of morality, faith, and human nature, which gave his work a compelling
philosophical depth. His stories often grapple with questions of good versus
evil, redemption, and the quest for meaning.

The Role of Imagination and Myth

Lewis placed significant importance on imagination as a tool for exploring
truth. He believed that myth and fantasy could convey spiritual realities in
ways that straightforward argumentation could not. This insight is
particularly relevant for writers working within speculative genres,
illustrating how creative storytelling can serve as a vehicle for profound
ideas.

The Balance Between Didacticism and Entertainment

A notable feature of Lewis’s writing is his ability to weave moral and
theological lessons into engaging narratives without becoming overly
didactic. This balance is a critical consideration for writers who aim to
educate and inspire without alienating their audience. Lewis’s success in
this area demonstrates the power of narrative to communicate complex ideas
subtly and effectively.

Cs Lewis on Writing: Relevance for Contemporary
Writers

In the digital age, where content creation is ubiquitous and varied,
revisiting cs lewis on writing offers valuable lessons on authenticity,
clarity, and purpose. His emphasis on sincerity and effective communication
aligns with modern best practices in content marketing and literary
craftsmanship.

Moreover, Lewis’s disciplined approach to writing serves as a model for
writers navigating the challenges of productivity and creative block. By
integrating thoughtful preparation with imaginative exploration, Lewis’s
methods can inspire writers to produce work that is both meaningful and
accessible.

Key Takeaways for Modern Authors



Prioritize clarity: Use language that is straightforward and
comprehensible to engage a wider audience.

Balance creativity and discipline: Cultivate regular writing habits
while allowing space for inspiration.

Embed themes thoughtfully: Weave moral or philosophical insights into
narratives without sacrificing entertainment value.

Respect tradition while innovating: Draw on classical influences but
adapt them to contemporary contexts.

Write with sincerity: Aim to communicate genuine ideas rather than
merely to impress.

Cs Lewis’s reflections on writing extend beyond mere technique; they touch on
the ethical and spiritual dimensions of the craft. His legacy challenges
writers to consider not just how they write but why, encouraging a purposeful
and reflective approach to literature.

As the publishing landscape continues to evolve, the enduring principles
espoused by Lewis remain a beacon for those seeking to master the art of
writing. His insights remind us that effective writing is the confluence of
clarity, creativity, and conviction—a triad that continues to define literary
excellence.

Cs Lewis On Writing

  cs lewis on writing: C. S. Lewis and the Art of Writing Corey Latta, 2016-11-02 C. S. Lewis
and the Art of Writing is written for readers interested in C. S. Lewis, the writing life, and in
becoming better writers. Lewis stands as one of the most prolific and influential writers in modern
history. His life in letters offers writers invaluable encouragement and instruction in the writing
craft. In Lewis, writers don't just learn how to write, they also learn something about how to live.
This volume explores Lewis's life in, as well as his practice of, writing. From his avid reading life, to
his adolescent dreams to be a great poet, through his creative failures, to his brilliant successes, to
his constant encouragement of other writers, C. S. Lewis and the Art of Writing celebrates one of the
twentieth-century's greatest authors.
  cs lewis on writing: Selected Literary Essays C. S. Lewis, 2013-11-07 This volume includes
over twenty of C. S. Lewis's most important literary essays, written between 1932 and 1962. The
topics discussed range from Chaucer to Kipling, from 'The Literary Impact of the Authorized Version'
to 'Psycho-Analysis and Literary Criticism,' from Shakespeare and Bunyan to Sir Walter Scott and
William Morris. Common to each essay, however, is the lively wit, the distinctive forthrightness and
the discreet erudition which characterizes Lewis's best critical writing.
  cs lewis on writing: On Writing (and Writers) C. S. Lewis, 2022-11-01 “While writing about
writing is often deadly, Lewis is as delightful as he is wise.” —The New York Times A definitive
collection of wisdom on every style of writing and a celebration of the transformative power of the
written word from one of the most influential writers and thinkers of the modern age, C. S. Lewis,
the beloved author of the Chronicles of Narnia series, Mere Christianity, The Screwtape Letters, and
other revered classics. Featuring over one hundred excerpts—some short and some essay
length—drawn from his wide body of letters, books, and essays, On Writing (and Writers) brings
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together C. S. Lewis’s reflections on the power, importance, and joy of a life dedicated to writing.
Writers and devoted readers will be enriched and inspired by Lewis’s commentary on a range of
genres, including: On Good Writing On Writing Fiction On Writing Poetry On Writing for Children
On Writing Science Fiction On Christian Writing On Writing Persuasively On Other Writers Wise and
practical, On Writing (and Writers) reveals Lewis’s thoughts on both mechanics and style, including
choosing adjectives, the art of expression, how to connect with readers, and the core principles of
clear, impactful writing. A window into the mind of one of the greatest public intellectuals of the
twentieth century—a gifted writer whose influence and insights remain relevant six decades after his
death—this engaging collection reveals not only why Lewis loved the written word, but what it
means to “gladly teach” the art of writing, so that wise readers can “gladly learn.”
  cs lewis on writing: C. S. Lewis' Letters to Children Clive Staples Lewis, 1996-06-03 A
collection of letters from the English author of the Narnia books to a variety of children.
  cs lewis on writing: On Stories C. S. Lewis, 2002-10-28 The theme of this collection is the
excellence of the Story, especially the kind of story dear to Lewis-fantasy and science fiction, which
he fostered in an age dominated by realistic fiction. On Stories is a companion volume to Lewis’s
collected shorter fiction, The Dark Tower and Other Stories. Edited and with a Preface by Walter
Hooper.
  cs lewis on writing: Collected Letters of C.S. C S Lewis, 2001-01-01 C. S. Lewis was a prolific
letter writer, and his personal correspondence reveals much of his private life, reflections,
friendships, and the progress of his thought. This second of a three-volume collection contains the
letters Lewis wrote after his conversion to Christianity, as he began a lifetime of serious writing.
Lewis corresponded with many of the twentieth century's major literary figures, including J. R. R.
Tolkien and Dorothy Sayers. Here we encounter a surge of letters in response to a new audience of
laypeople who wrote to him after the great success of his BBC radio broadcasts during World War II
-- talks that would ultimately become his masterwork, Mere Christianity. Volume II begins with C. S.
Lewis writing his first major work of literary history, The Allegory of Love, which established him as
a scholar with imaginative power. These letters trace his creative journey and recount his new circle
of friends, The Inklings, who meet regularly to share their writing. Tolkien reads aloud chapters of
his unfinished The Lord of the Rings, while Lewis shares portions of his first novel, Out of the Silent
Planet. Lewis's weekly letters to his brother, Warnie, away serving in the army during World War II,
lead him to begin writing his first spiritual work, The Problem of Pain. After the serialization of The
Screwtape Letters, the director of religious broadcasting at the BBC approached Lewis and the Mere
Christianity talks were born. With his new broadcasting career, Lewis was inundated with letters
from all over the world. His faithful, thoughtful responses to numerous questions reveal the clarity
and wisdom of his theological and intellectual beliefs. Volume IIincludes Lewis's correspondence
with great writers such as Owen Barfield, Arthur C. Clarke, Sheldon Vanauken, and Dom Bede
Griffiths. The letters address many of Lewis's interests -- theology, literary criticism, poetry, fantasy,
and children's stories -- as well as reveal his relation ships with close friends and family. But what is
apparent throughout this volume is how this quiet bachelor professor in England touched the lives of
many through an amazing discipline of personal correspondence. Walter Hooper's insightful notes
and compre hensive biographical appendix of the correspon dents make this an irreplaceable
reference for those curious about the life and work of one of the most creative minds of the modern
era.
  cs lewis on writing: C.S. Lewis, Writer, Dreamer, and Mentor Lionel Adey, 1998 This new
study by Lionel Adey is unique in its attempt to trace the development of C.S. Lewis as a maker and
reader of books. Adey shows how the two sides of Lewis's personality, Dreamer and Mentor affected
his writing in its various modes.l
  cs lewis on writing: The Collected Letters of C.S. Lewis C. S. Lewis, 2004-06-29 C. S. Lewis
was a prolific letter writer, and his personal correspondence reveals much of his private life,
reflections, friendships, and the progress of his thought. This second of a three-volume collection
contains the letters Lewis wrote after his conversion to Christianity, as he began a lifetime of serious



writing. Lewis corresponded with many of the twentieth century's major literary figures, including J.
R. R. Tolkien and Dorothy Sayers. Here we encounter a surge of letters in response to a new
audience of laypeople who wrote to him after the great success of his BBC radio broadcasts during
World War II -- talks that would ultimately become his masterwork, Mere Christianity. Volume II
begins with C. S. Lewis writing his first major work of literary history, The Allegory of Love, which
established him as a scholar with imaginative power. These letters trace his creative journey and
recount his new circle of friends, The Inklings, who meet regularly to share their writing. Tolkien
reads aloud chapters of his unfinished The Lord of the Rings, while Lewis shares portions of his first
novel, Out of the Silent Planet. Lewis's weekly letters to his brother, Warnie, away serving in the
army during World War II, lead him to begin writing his first spiritual work, The Problem of Pain.
After the serialization of The Screwtape Letters, the director of religious broadcasting at the BBC
approached Lewis and the Mere Christianity talks were born. With his new broadcasting career,
Lewis was inundated with letters from all over the world. His faithful, thoughtful responses to
numerous questions reveal the clarity and wisdom of his theological and intellectual beliefs. Volume
II includes Lewis's correspondence with great writers such as Owen Barfield, Arthur C. Clarke,
Sheldon Vanauken, and Dom Bede Griffiths. The letters address many of Lewis's interests --
theology, literary criticism, poetry, fantasy, and children's stories -- as well as reveal his relation
ships with close friends and family. But what is apparent throughout this volume is how this quiet
bachelor professor in England touched the lives of many through an amazing discipline of personal
correspondence. Walter Hooper's insightful notes and compre hensive biographical appendix of the
correspon dents make this an irreplaceable reference for those curious about the life and work of
one of the most creative minds of the modern era.
  cs lewis on writing: On Stories, and Other Essays on Literature Clive Staples Lewis, 2002
The theme of this collection is the excellence of the Story, especially the kind of story dear to
Lewis-fantasy and science fiction, which he fostered in an age dominated by realistic fiction. On
Stories is a companion volume to Lewis’s collected shorter fiction, The Dark Tower and Other
Stories. Edited and with a Preface by Walter Hooper.
  cs lewis on writing: Essential C. S. Lewis Clive Staples Lewis, 1996 A selection of Lewis'
work, including essays, letters, poems, and texts of The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe,
Perelandra and Abolition of Man.
  cs lewis on writing: A Year with C. S. Lewis C. S. Lewis, 2013 This volume is designed for those
interested in, and intrigued by, daily meditation. It collects material from across the breadth of C.S.
Lewis's writing talent, taking brief selections from many of his non-fiction works.
  cs lewis on writing: Writing With Power Peter Elbow, 1998-07-09 Elbow provides the writer
with valuable advice for getting words down on paper, for revising, for dealing with an audience, for
getting feedback on a piece of writing, and much more. Elbow urges writers to write first and edit
later, to use free-writing and other techniques to generate a lot of material, and then edit it down to
a finished piece. By taking risks and embracing mistakes, Elbow hopes the writer may somehow find
a hold on the creative process and be able to heighten two different tasks--the production of writing
and the revision of it.
  cs lewis on writing: Understanding the Lord of the Rings Rose A. Zimbardo, Neil D. Isaacs,
2004 Publisher's description: When first published, The Lord of the Rings stood far from the
mainstream: no one had seen anything like it for decades. Tolkien's almost stridently antimodern
tale needed valiant defenders, vocal admirers who understood its sources and relished its
monumental scale. While such champions of modernism as Edmund Wilson mocked Tolkien's archaic
structure and language, W.H. Auden -- a great modernist poet in his own right -- rose to his defense
with a spirited essay on the true nature of the Hero Quest. Edmund Fuller's essay collected here
discusses the nature of the fairy tale, returning to the roots of the term to remove the treacle of
Disney and restore the value of realistic enchantment. Tolkien's friend C.S. Lewis takes up the
question of why, if you have a serious comment to make about real life, you would drape it in a
never-never land of your own. He shrewdly argues that it is because real life does have mythic and



heroic qualities -- in abundance. This collection also includes, among others, essays by Marion
Zimmer Bradley, Verlyn Flieger, Paul Kocher, Jane Chance, and each of the editors, as well as a
brand-new essay by Tom Shippey that shows us how to process all this vast learning, adding to it the
many delights of the film versions of Tolkien's epic masterpiece, so we can relish his achievement all
the more.
  cs lewis on writing: Collected Letters of C.S. Lewis - Box Set C. S. Lewis, 2005-10-04 The
life and mind of C. S. Lewis have fascinated those who have read his works. This collection of his
personal letters reveals a unique intellectual journey. The first of a three-volume collection, this
volume contains letters from Lewis's boyhood, his army days in World War I, and his early academic
life at Oxford. Here we encounter the creative, imaginative seeds that gave birth to some of his most
famous works. At age sixteen, Lewis begins writing to Arthur Greeves, a boy his age in Belfast who
later becomes one of his most treasured friends. Their correspondence would continue over the next
fifty years. In his letters to Arthur, Lewis admits that he has abandoned the Christian faith. I believe
in no religion, he says. There is absolutely no proof for any of them. Shortly after arriving at Oxford,
Lewis is called away to war. Quickly wounded, he returns to Oxford, writing home to describe his
thoughts and feelings about the horrors of war as well as the early joys of publication and academic
success. In 1929 Lewis writes to Arthur of a friend ship that was to greatly influence his life and
writing. I was up till 2:30 on Monday talking to the Anglo-Saxon professor Tolkien who came back
with me to College ... and sat discoursing of the gods and giants & Asgard for three hours ...
Gradually, as Lewis spends time with Tolkien and other friends, he admits in his letters to a change
of view on religion. In 1930 he writes, Whereas once I would have said, 'Shall I adopt Christianity', I
now wait to see whether it will adopt me ... The Collected Letters of C. S. Lewis, Volume I offers an
inside perspective to Lewis's thinking during his formative years. Walter Hooper's insightful notes
and biographical appendix of all the correspondents make this an irreplaceable reference for those
curious about the life and work of one of the most creative minds of the modern era. C. S. Lewis was
a prolific letter writer, and his personal correspondence reveals much of his private life, reflections,
friendships, and the progress of his thought. This second of a three-volume collection contains the
letters Lewis wrote after his conversion to Christianity, as he began a lifetime of serious writing.
Lewis corresponded with many of the twentieth century's major literary figures, including J. R. R.
Tolkien and Dorothy Sayers. Here we encounter a surge of letters in response to a new audience of
laypeople who wrote to him after the great success of his BBC radio broadcasts during World War II
-- talks that would ultimately become his masterwork, Mere Christianity. Volume II begins with C. S.
Lewis writing his first major work of literary history, The Allegory of Love, which established him as
a scholar with imaginative power. These letters trace his creative journey and recount his new circle
of friends, The Inklings, who meet regularly to share their writing. Tolkien reads aloud chapters of
his unfinished The Lord of the Rings, while Lewis shares portions of his first novel, Out of the Silent
Planet. Lewis's weekly letters to his brother, Warnie, away serving in the army during World War II,
lead him to begin writing his first spiritual work, The Problem of Pain. After the serialization of The
Screwtape Letters, the director of religious broadcasting at the BBC approached Lewis and the Mere
Christianity talks were born. With his new broadcasting career, Lewis was inundated with letters
from all over the world. His faithful, thoughtful responses to numerous questions reveal the clarity
and wisdom of his theological and intellectual beliefs. Volume II includes Lewis's correspondence
with great writers such as Owen Barfield, Arthur C. Clarke, Sheldon Vanauken, and Dom Bede
Griffiths. The letters address many of Lewis's interests -- theology, literary criticism, poetry, fantasy,
and children's stories -- as well as reveal his relation ships with close friends and family. But what is
apparent throughout this volume is how this quiet bachelor professor in England touched the lives of
many through an amazing discipline of personal correspondence. Walter Hooper's insightful notes
and compre hensive biographical appendix of the correspon dents make this an irreplaceable
reference for those curious about the life and work of one of the most creative minds of the modern
era.
  cs lewis on writing: Letters of C. S. Lewis Clive Staples Lewis, 1993 The letters collected here



covers a vast range of subjects -- books, nature, people, and every aspect of God and His world -- and
extend from [the author's] early days as a student and atheist up to a few weeks before his death. [It
includes] his correspondence with family, friends, and even fans.-Back cover.
  cs lewis on writing: The Fame of C. S. Lewis Stephanie L. Derrick, 2018-05-31 C. S. Lewis,
long renowned for his children's books as well as his Christian apologetics, has been the subject of
wide interest since he first stepped-up to the BBC's microphone during the Second World War. Until
now, however, the reasons why this medievalist began writing books for a popular audience, and
why these books have continued to be so popular, had not been fully explored. In fact Lewis, who
once described himself as by nature an 'extreme anarchist', was a critical controversialist in his
time-and not to everyone's liking. Yet, somehow, Lewis's books directed at children and middlebrow
Christians have continued to resonate in the decades since his death in 1963. Stephanie L. Derrick
considers why this is the case, and why it is more true in America than in Lewis's home-country of
Britain. The story of C. S. Lewis's fame is one that takes us from his childhood in Edwardian Belfast,
to the height of international conflict during the 1940s, to the rapid expansion of the paperback
market, and on to readers' experiences in the 1980s and 1990s, and, finally, to London in November
2013, where Lewis was honoured with a stone in Poet's Corner in Westminster Abbey. Derrick shows
that, in fact, the author himself was only one actor among many shaping a multi-faceted image. The
Fame of C. S. Lewis is the most comprehensive account of Lewis's popularity to date, drawing on a
wealth of fresh material and with much to interest scholars and C. S. Lewis admirers alike.
  cs lewis on writing: Sehnsucht: The C. S. Lewis Journal Bruce R. Johnson, 2020-03-06
Sehnsucht: The C. S. Lewis Journal, established by the Arizona C. S. Lewis Society in 2007, is the
only peer-reviewed journal devoted to the study of C. S. Lewis and his writings published anywhere
in the world. It exists to promote literary, theological, historical, biographical, philosophical,
bibliographical and cultural interest (broadly defined) in Lewis and his writings. The journal includes
articles, review essays, book reviews, film reviews and play reviews, bibliographical material, poetry,
interviews, editorials, and announcements of Lewis-related conferences, events and publications. Its
readership is aimed at academic scholars from a wide variety of disciplines, as well as learned
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