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Biggest Draws in Wrestling History: Legends Who Changed the Game

biggest draws in wrestling history have not only defined eras but also transformed professional wrestling
into the global phenomenon it is today. When fans talk about the legends who filled arenas, broke pay-per-
view records, and captivated audiences worldwide, certain names and moments inevitably come to mind.
These superstars didn’t just entertain—they created legacies, shaped the industry, and set standards that
continue to influence wrestling promotions and performers.

In this article, we’ll dive into some of the most iconic and influential draws in wrestling history, exploring
what made them resonate so deeply with fans and how they impacted the business. From larger-than-life
characters to industry innovators, understanding these figures offers valuable insight into the evolution of
sports entertainment.

The Power of a Wrestling Draw: What Makes a Superstar Sell?

Before we jump into specific names, it’s important to understand what makes a wrestler a “draw.” In
wrestling parlance, a draw is someone who can consistently attract a large audience—whether through live
attendance, television ratings, or pay-per-view buys. This ability is crucial for any wrestling promotion’s
success.

Several factors contribute to a wrestler’s drawing power:

Charisma and Mic Skills: The ability to connect emotionally with fans through promos and
interviews.

In-Ring Talent: Memorable matches and a unique wrestling style can keep audiences engaged.

Storylines and Feuds: Compelling narratives that make fans invested in outcomes.

Marketability: Merchandise sales, crossover appeal, and branding.

Timing and Cultural Impact: Being the right person at the right time can skyrocket popularity.

With these elements in mind, let’s look at some of wrestling’s biggest draws and why they captivated
millions.



Hulk Hogan: The Face of the 1980s Wrestling Boom

When discussing the biggest draws in wrestling history, Hulk Hogan’s name is impossible to ignore.
Hogan’s immense popularity in the 1980s helped propel the World Wrestling Federation (now WWE)
into mainstream consciousness. His larger-than-life persona, catchy catchphrases like “Whatcha gonna do
when Hulkamania runs wild on you?” and his iconic yellow and red attire made him a household name.

Hogan’s Influence on Pay-Per-View and Live Events

Hogan headlined multiple WrestleManias, the flagship event of WWE, drawing massive crowds and pay-
per-view buys. Notably, WrestleMania III in 1987, where Hogan faced Andre the Giant, drew over 93,000
fans at the Pontiac Silverdome, one of the largest indoor crowds in wrestling history. This event helped
establish pay-per-view as a lucrative model for wrestling promotions.

Beyond live events, Hogan’s crossover appeal led to film roles, merchandise sales, and even music albums,
proving his drawing power extended beyond the ring.

Stone Cold Steve Austin: Revolutionizing the Attitude Era

The late 1990s saw a seismic shift in wrestling, largely thanks to Stone Cold Steve Austin. Austin’s anti-
hero persona, rebellious attitude, and relentless “Austin 3:16” promos connected with a generation of fans
who craved edgier content. His feuds with WWE Chairman Vince McMahon are legendary and played a
significant role in the WWF’s victory over WCW during the Monday Night Wars.

Why Austin’s Draw Was Different

Unlike the clean-cut heroes of previous decades, Austin was a blue-collar everyman who defied authority.
This authenticity made him relatable and compelling. His ability to deliver memorable catchphrases and his
in-ring intensity kept fans glued to their screens and buying pay-per-views.

WrestleMania events headlined by Austin consistently drew massive numbers, and merchandise featuring
his rebellious slogans flew off shelves, underscoring his status as one of wrestling’s greatest draws.



The Rock: Charisma Meets Cross-Platform Stardom

Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson emerged as one of the most electrifying performers in wrestling history. His
charisma, razor-sharp wit, and natural showmanship made him a fan favorite. The Rock’s promos were
legendary, filled with catchphrases like “If you smell what The Rock is cooking!” that became part of pop
culture.

The Rock’s Transition From Wrestling to Hollywood

What makes The Rock’s draw unique is his successful transition from wrestling superstar to Hollywood A-
lister. During his WWE career, The Rock helped the company maintain dominance in the early 2000s. His
feuds and matches were major ratings boosters.

Today, The Rock remains a cultural icon, and his wrestling legacy continues to draw new fans to the sport.
His ability to bridge wrestling and mainstream entertainment underscores the evolving nature of
wrestling draws.

John Cena: The Face of WWE’s Modern Era

John Cena is another titan among the biggest draws in wrestling history. His work ethic, dedication, and
clean-cut “never give up” persona made him a pillar of WWE programming for over a decade. Cena’s
appeal to younger audiences and families helped WWE expand its demographic reach.

Cena’s Impact on Merchandise and Charity

Cena has been one of WWE’s top merchandise sellers for years, with his “You Can’t See Me” hand gesture
becoming instantly recognizable. Beyond the business, Cena’s commitment to charitable work, especially
with the Make-A-Wish Foundation, has earned him respect both inside and outside the wrestling
community, enhancing his fan loyalty.

Andre the Giant: The Original Giant Draw

Before the era of pay-per-view and global television, Andre the Giant was one of wrestling’s first true
international superstars. Known for his immense size and gentle personality, Andre was a spectacle who
drew huge crowds simply by being himself.



Andre’s Legacy in Wrestling History

Andre’s legendary match against Hulk Hogan at WrestleMania III remains one of the most celebrated
moments in wrestling. His unique presence helped wrestling gain legitimacy as a form of entertainment
and sport, paving the way for future generations.

Other Notable Mentions in Wrestling Draw History

While the names above are often highlighted, wrestling history is filled with other remarkable talents
who were massive draws in their own right:

Ric Flair: The “Nature Boy” was a master of storytelling and charisma, drawing fans worldwide.

Shawn Michaels: Known as “The Heartbreak Kid,” his in-ring ability and personality made him a
major star.

Triple H: A key figure in WWE’s rise during the late 1990s and 2000s, known for his intense
rivalries and leadership behind the scenes.

CM Punk: His rebellious persona and vocal fanbase helped redefine indie wrestling’s influence on
mainstream promotions.

The Undertaker: With his supernatural gimmick and longevity, The Undertaker consistently drew
fans to WWE shows.

How Wrestling Draws Shape the Industry’s Future

The biggest draws in wrestling history do more than fill arenas; they set trends and inspire new
generations. Understanding their impact can help current and aspiring wrestlers, promoters, and fans
appreciate the blend of performance, storytelling, and connection required to succeed.

Promotions today rely heavily on building stars who can engage audiences across multiple platforms—social
media, streaming services, and global tours. The legacy of past draws proves that charisma and talent
remain timeless, but adapting to new media landscapes is key.

Whether it’s a classic face-off inside the squared circle or a viral promo clip shared worldwide, the power of



a wrestling draw continues to drive the sport’s popularity.

Wrestling’s biggest draws are not just entertainers; they are cultural icons who have left an indelible mark
on sports entertainment. Their stories remind us why wrestling remains a beloved and dynamic form of
storytelling, combining athleticism, drama, and larger-than-life personalities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the biggest draw in professional wrestling history?
WrestleMania III in 1987 is widely regarded as the biggest draw in professional wrestling history, with an
announced attendance of over 93,000 fans at the Pontiac Silverdome.

Which wrestling match had the highest pay-per-view buy rate ever?
The match between The Rock and John Cena at WrestleMania XXVIII in 2012 holds one of the highest
pay-per-view buy rates, drawing over 1.2 million buys worldwide.

Who are some of the biggest drawing wrestlers of all time?
Wrestlers like Hulk Hogan, Stone Cold Steve Austin, The Rock, John Cena, and Ric Flair are considered
some of the biggest draws in wrestling history due to their ability to sell out venues and generate high
television ratings and pay-per-view buys.

How did the ‘Stone Cold vs. The Rock’ rivalry impact wrestling
attendance?
The ‘Stone Cold Steve Austin vs. The Rock’ rivalry in the late 1990s and early 2000s significantly boosted
wrestling attendance and pay-per-view buys, culminating in major events like WrestleMania X-Seven,
which drew approximately 67,000 fans and is one of the highest-grossing events in WWE history.

What factors contribute to a wrestling event being a big draw?
Key factors include the popularity and charisma of the wrestlers involved, compelling storylines, effective
promotion, the significance of the event (such as title matches or special occasions), and the overall
production quality of the show.



Additional Resources
Biggest Draws in Wrestling History: An Analytical Review of the Industry’s Most Influential Stars

biggest draws in wrestling history have shaped the evolution of professional wrestling, transforming it
from a niche sport into a global entertainment phenomenon. The ability of certain wrestlers to captivate
audiences, sell out arenas, and generate record-breaking pay-per-view buys has been instrumental in
defining the success and cultural impact of wrestling promotions worldwide. This article delves into the
most significant draws in wrestling history, examining their contributions, influence on the industry, and
the factors that cemented their status as icons.

Understanding the Concept of a ‘Draw’ in Wrestling

In professional wrestling, a “draw” refers to a performer’s ability to attract viewers, ticket buyers, and
generate revenue for the promotion. This extends beyond in-ring skills, encompassing charisma,
storytelling, marketability, and cultural relevance. The biggest draws in wrestling history often transcend
the sport, becoming household names that appeal to diverse demographics.

A wrestler’s drawing power is measured by various metrics:

Pay-per-view (PPV) buys and gate receipts

Merchandise sales

Television ratings and viewership numbers

Media presence and crossover appeal

These indicators reveal not only the popularity of the wrestler but also their impact on the financial health
and branding of wrestling organizations.

Historical Context: From Regional Stars to Global Icons

Wrestling’s biggest draws have evolved alongside the sport’s transition from territorial promotions to
national and global entertainment entities. Early draws were often regional stars who dominated local
markets, but with the rise of cable television and pay-per-view, the scope expanded.



The Golden Era: Hulk Hogan and the WWF Explosion

No discussion about the biggest draws in wrestling history is complete without Hulk Hogan. Hogan’s
charisma, iconic look, and larger-than-life persona propelled the World Wrestling Federation (WWF, now
WWE) into mainstream consciousness during the 1980s. His matches, particularly at events like
WrestleMania, consistently drew massive crowds and PPV buys.

Hogan’s ability to appeal across age groups and demographics made him a merchandising powerhouse,
driving record-breaking sales of action figures, clothing, and video games. His presence was so influential
that the WWF’s success during the 1980s is often attributed largely to his star power.

The Attitude Era: Stone Cold Steve Austin and The Rock

The late 1990s witnessed a seismic shift in wrestling’s landscape during the WWF’s Attitude Era. Stone
Cold Steve Austin and The Rock emerged as the era’s biggest draws, each with distinct styles and fan bases.
Austin’s anti-authority "Texas Rattlesnake" persona resonated with fans looking for rebellion, while The
Rock’s charisma and mic skills made him a crossover star with global appeal.

Together, they spearheaded some of the highest-rated TV episodes and PPV events in wrestling history.
The Austin vs. The Rock rivalry at WrestleMania became a cultural touchstone, with their matches
attracting millions of viewers and unprecedented revenue.

Analyzing Modern-Day Draws

The wrestling industry today is more fragmented, with multiple promotions like WWE, AEW, NJPW,
and Impact Wrestling competing for audience attention. Yet, the concept of a “draw” remains pivotal.

John Cena: WWE’s Face of the 2000s and 2010s

John Cena carried the WWE torch through much of the 2000s and 2010s, becoming one of the company’s
biggest draws. Cena’s appeal to younger audiences, combined with his work ethic and positive image, made
him a reliable box office attraction. He headlined numerous WrestleManias and PPVs, consistently
generating strong ticket sales and merchandise revenue.

However, Cena’s polarizing reception among older fans—who often criticized his perceived formulaic
character—highlights the challenges in maintaining universal appeal in a changing fan landscape.



AEW’s Rise and the Emergence of New Stars

All Elite Wrestling (AEW), founded in 2019, introduced fresh faces who quickly became significant draws.
Chris Jericho, Kenny Omega, and Jon Moxley have been pivotal in establishing AEW’s credibility and
drawing power. Their diverse styles and storytelling have attracted different demographics, expanding
wrestling’s reach.

AEW’s emphasis on wrestling quality and character depth has allowed these draws to compete with
WWE’s established stars, signifying a shift in the industry’s dynamics.

Key Factors That Define the Biggest Draws in Wrestling

Understanding what makes a wrestler a top draw requires dissecting multiple elements:

Charisma and Personality: The ability to engage audiences emotionally is paramount. Wrestlers like1.
Ric Flair and Randy Savage exemplified this with their flamboyant personas and memorable promos.

In-Ring Ability: While not always essential, technical skill enhances credibility. Shawn Michaels and2.
Bret Hart combined charisma with wrestling prowess to sustain drawing power.

Storytelling and Feuds: Engaging narratives and rivalries elevate drawing capacity. The legendary3.
feud between The Undertaker and Mankind showcased how storytelling can captivate viewers.

Marketability: Merchandising and crossover appeal to mainstream media boost a wrestler’s profile.4.
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson’s successful transition to Hollywood exemplifies this.

Timing and Cultural Context: A wrestler’s rise during periods of industry growth or social relevance5.
can amplify their drawing power.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite their impact, even the biggest draws face challenges. Overexposure can lead to audience fatigue, as
seen with John Cena’s “superhero” persona. Additionally, shifts in audience preferences and industry
trends can diminish a wrestler’s appeal over time. The wrestling industry’s cyclical nature means that
drawing power is often fluid.



Comparative Analysis: Biggest Draws Across Promotions

While WWE has historically dominated the wrestling market, other promotions have cultivated their own
major draws, reflecting varied fan tastes and regional influences.

New Japan Pro Wrestling (NJPW): Stars like Kazuchika Okada and Hiroshi Tanahashi have drawn
massive crowds domestically and internationally, emphasizing in-ring excellence and long-form
storytelling.

Lucha Libre in Mexico: Legends like El Santo and Blue Demon are cultural icons with immense
drawing power rooted in national identity and tradition.

Impact Wrestling: Wrestlers such as AJ Styles and Samoa Joe built strong followings, though the
promotion’s fluctuating visibility affected their mainstream drawing status.

This diversity highlights how the biggest draws in wrestling history are not limited to one style or market
but are shaped by unique cultural and promotional contexts.

The Legacy of Wrestling’s Biggest Draws

The biggest draws in wrestling history have left indelible marks on the sport’s business model and cultural
significance. They have redefined what it means to be a wrestling superstar, blending athleticism with
entertainment and mass appeal.

Their legacies persist through influence on future generations of wrestlers, innovative marketing
strategies, and the expansion of wrestling’s global footprint. As the industry continues to evolve with
digital platforms and shifting viewer habits, the blueprint for a successful draw adapts but remains rooted in
the timeless principles of connection and charisma.

In tracing the trajectories of these monumental figures, it becomes evident that the biggest draws in
wrestling history are more than just performers—they are architects of the sport’s enduring popularity and
cultural resonance.

Biggest Draws In Wrestling History

  biggest draws in wrestling history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular African-American Players of
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American Football Wikipedia contributors,
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Canadian Male Film Actors
Wikipedia contributors,
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Capitol Revolution Tim Hornbaker, 2015-03-01 The
definitive take on the McMahon family's journey to wrestling domination For decades, the
northeastern part of the United States, better known to insiders as the territory of the Capitol
Wrestling Corporation, was considered the heart of the professional wrestling world. Capitol
territory - from Boston southward to Washington, D.C. - enjoyed lucrative box-office receipts, and
New York's Madison Square Garden was centre stage. Three generations of McMahons have
controlled wrestling in that storied building and have since created the most powerful wrestling
company the world has ever known. Capitol Revolution: The Rise of the McMahon Wrestling Empire
documents the growth and evolution of pro wrestling under the leadership of the McMahons,
highlighting the many trials and tribulations beginning in the early 20th century: clashes with rival
promoters, government inquests, and routine problems with the potent National Wrestling Alliance
monopoly. In the ring, superstars such as Buddy Rogers and Bruno Sammartino entertained throngs
of fans, and Capitol became internationally known for its stellar pool of vibrant performers. Covering
the transition from old-school wrestling under the WWWF banner to the pop-cultural juggernaut of
the mid- to late-'80s WWF, Tim Hornbaker's Capitol Revolution is the detailed history of how the
McMahons outlasted their opponents and fostered a billion-dollar empire.
  biggest draws in wrestling history: I Ain't Got Time to Bleed Jesse Ventura, 2000-02-23
When he left the navy SEALs to become a pro wrestler, the fans knew him as Jesse, the Body. When
he hosted his hard-hitting KFAN radio talk show, he became Jesse, the Mouth. And now that this
body-slamming, straight-talking, charismatic hero is masterminding Minnesota's gubernatorial
decisions, you'd better start calling him Jesse, the Mind. In I Ain't Got Time to Bleed, Jesse Ventura
reveals the secret of his landslide electoral success—with record voter turnout—and maps his
innovative strategies for pioneering a new era in American government. In his own inimitable words,
he takes on bloated government, career politicians, and apathetic voters, and tells the wildly colorful
story of his days as a navy SEAL, his nights in the pro-wrestling ring, and his experiences on radio
and in films like Predator and Batman and Robin . I Ain't Got Time to Bleed is Rocky meets Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington—a book that will challenge readers' ideas of traditional government as it
introduces them to one of American politics' most ferocious new heroes.
  biggest draws in wrestling history: An Encyclopedia of Women’s Wrestling LaToya
Ferguson, 2019-05-21 A comprehensive and fascinating illustrated look at women’s professional
wrestling, including 100 profiles of superstars from around the world. Women’s pro wrestling has
existed in the USA since the 1930s, and this colorful encyclopedia references the fashion, fun, and
drama of the sport through the years and around the world. Focusing on 100 competitors—from
current faves Sasha Banks and Charlotte Flair, to Germany's Jazzy Gabert, Japan’s Io Shirai, and
Canada's LuFisto, to legends like The Fabulous Moolah, Sable, Ivory, and Lita—it includes relevant
stats and each one’s compelling story. Written by noted authority LaToya Ferguson, this engaging
history is great for anyone interested in powerful women, fantastic costumes, and pro wrestling
itself.
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Wrestling's Sinking Ship Ian Hamilton, 2006 In 2001, the
professional wrestling scene in the western world changed almost overnight. From three major
promotions at the start of the year, just one remained by the start of April, ending more than a
decade of competition. But success breeds complacency, and the five years since World Wrestling
Entertainment stood triumphant over its rivals has seen unprecedented shifts in wrestling. Charting
the highs and lows of the business in that time, Wrestling's Sinking Ship offers a unique look at the
fall and rise of sports entertainment's most controversial characters. From necrophilia to
exploitation, nostalgia to racism... oh, and don't forget that fake gay wedding!
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Top 100 Pro Wrestlers of All Time John F. Molinaro,
Jeff Marek, 2002 Who is the greatest of all time? With the help of several historians, the Top 100 will



both enligthen and enrage, keeping fans enthralled in spirited debate for years to come.
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Wrestling Is My Gimmick Barry David Horowitz, Jason
Norman, 2024-10-24 For someone whose career spanned nearly four decades, Barry Horowitz might
have the lowest winning percentage in professional wrestling history. But there's a reason why his
name reached household levels among fans of the sport. Wrestlers who put on a deliberate losing
performance (known as jobbers) provide the starting points for the game's top names, and Horowitz
was always there to help every new generation of talent rise to the next level. He took all the moves.
He made them all look good. He absorbed every pin and submission. And then he came back to do it
for someone else. From the local federations in Florida to years in the World Wrestling Federation,
Horowitz helped launch the careers of wrestlers from Ric Flair to the Ultimate Warrior to Kane to
Bill Goldberg, and everyone in between. This book presents the life and career of Barry Horowitz.
From his life outside the ring to his storied career in professional wrestling's most unsung role, this
biography hopes to shed light on why Horowitz was so committed to an industry who sometimes
failed to return the favor. From Horowitz comes a tale of defining one's own success and doing the
best for the toughest of businesses--and about becoming a cornerstone in a part of pro wrestling
that's commonly underrated, but an integral part of the trade!
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Professional Wrestling and the Law Alex B. Long,
2024-05-15 Written by a law professor (who also happens to be a wrestling fan), this book is an
entertaining and informative exploration of legal cases involving professional wrestling. Relying
upon judicial decisions and court documents, it discusses the legal theories and procedures involved
in legal disputes involving professional wrestling and explores how the legal system--an institution
devoted to arriving at the truth involved in any conflict--has dealt with the business of professional
wrestling, a business with a long history of obscuring the truth. Topics include: the legal issues
involved when a wrestler goes into the crowd and beats up a fan; Hulk Hogan's defamation lawsuit
against World Championship Wrestling for statements made during a live pay-per-view event; and
race and sex discrimination in professional wrestling.
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Legends of Pro Wrestling Tim Hornbaker, 2017-01-03
Legends of Pro Wrestling offers the first comprehensive look at the entire world of wrestling. With
detailed biographies and never-before-seen statistics of some of the greatest athletes in the sport,
you will be able to read about hundreds of wrestlers, dating back to the mid-1800s. As the first of its
kind, this centralized reference book offers wrestling enthusiasts a range of information at their
fingertips and stands alone as the ultimate wrestling resource. This book offers readers a link
between what happened a century ago to what is currently happening today. An older fan of Bruno
Sammartino or “The Nature Boy” Buddy Rogers can enjoy this book as much as someone who
follows John Cena or The Undertaker today. This collection is a never-ending source of facts, figures,
and other entertaining data. Professional wrestling is a world of accomplishment, legacy, and, most
importantly, fate. Through injuries, sickness, and family tribulations, many wrestlers have given
everything they have to give in the ring, and true fans of the sport love every single second of it. No
matter your age, if you’re a fan of professional wrestling, Legends of Pro Wrestling is the book for
you to own and cherish. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, is proud to
publish a broad range of books for readers interested in sports—books about baseball, pro football,
college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book about your sport or
your team. In addition to books on popular team sports, we also publish books for a wide variety of
athletes and sports enthusiasts, including books on running, cycling, horseback riding, swimming,
tennis, martial arts, golf, camping, hiking, aviation, boating, and so much more. While not every title
we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to
publishing books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to authors
whose work might not otherwise find a home.
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Wrestling Observer Newsletter , 2004-07
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Jim Londos Steven Johnson, 2024-12-18 The most famous
active athlete in the world during the Great Depression was not Babe Ruth, Sonja Henie or Babe



Didrikson. It was a determined Greek immigrant who sailed across the Atlantic Ocean as a
15-year-old to escape a demanding father and start a life abroad. Jim Londos slept in railcars and
firehouses to make ends meet and quickly found refuge on the mat. Combining an Old World work
ethic with a flair for the dramatic, Londos overcame skeptics and antagonists to become pro
wrestling's greatest star, an international celebrity who walked with presidents, prime ministers and
the common man. He was responsible for keeping wrestling alive during the Depression and
representing achievement to ethnic minorities, underdogs and women, all of whom he attracted in
record numbers. This complete biography of Jim Londos tells the story of the first great immigrant
athlete, a man who rescued the soiled sport of wrestling when it was down for the count, and
brought hope and inspiration to his countrymen and millions worldwide.
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Wrestling Renegades Daniel Cohen, 1999 By popular
demand, this photo-packed book profiles the biggest superstars in pro wrestling, including Stone
Cold Steve Austin, Hollywood Hulk Hogan, Goldberg, Minnesota's Governor Jesse Ventura, and
many others.
  biggest draws in wrestling history: The Official History of the 315th Infantry U. S. A. ,
1920
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Identity in Professional Wrestling Aaron D. Horton,
2018-03-04 Part sport, part performance art, professional wrestling's appeal crosses national, racial
and gender boundaries--in large part by playing to national, racial and gender stereotypes that
resonate with audiences. Scholars who study competitive sports tend to dismiss wrestling, with its
scripted outcomes, as fake, yet fail to recognize a key similarity: both present athletic displays for
maximized profit through live events, television viewership and merchandise sales. This collection of
new essays contributes to the literature on pro wrestling with a broad exploration of identity in the
sport. Topics include cultural appropriation in the ring, gender non-comformity, national
stereotypes, and wrestling as transmission of cultural values.
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Irresistible Force Brian R. Solomon, 2025-09-30 “What a
monumental achievement this book is. I was fascinated from the first page. Brian Solomon filled in
so many blanks for me and also reintroduced many wrestlers I’d long forgotten about. I’ll put it right
next to my favorite pro wrestling books ever!” — Bret Hart Features rare photos and a detailed
career timeline, exploring Gorilla’s groundbreaking contributions to the sport. A crucial figure in the
development of what would eventually become the juggernaut known as WWE, Robert “Gino”
Marella, better known as Gorilla Monsoon, has never had his whole story told — until now. It’s a
story that starts with the aspirations of the son of Italian immigrants who becomes a national
standout in collegiate wrestling and an Olympic hopeful, then takes an unlikely trajectory through
the bizarre world of pro wrestling, eventually landing him in what was then known as the WWWF.
From Gino's wrestling days as the rampaging monster who sold out Madison Square Garden and
challenged world champion Bruno Sammartino dozens of times, to his pivotal role behind the scenes
as part owner and would-be successor to Vince McMahon Sr., to his days as the beloved television
commentator who narrated the memories of millions of young fans, Brian Soloman, the author of
Blood and Fire: The Unbelievable Real-Life Story of Wrestling's Original Sheik, has once again
crafted the definitive biography of one of the most fascinating characters in pro wrestling history.
Gino's name and his voice are etched deep in the memory of wrestling fans the world over. This is
his incredible story.
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Minnesota's Golden Age of Wrestling George Schire,
2010 Why was Minnesota, a land known for its stoic farmers, reasonable politics, and comfortable
casseroles, a hotbed of the wacky and wild world of professional wrestling? And how did that
old-school wrestling become the Saturday night program of choice for thousands of midwestern
families in the last half of the twentieth century? Professional wrestling historian and insider George
Schire is here not only to set the record straight but to entice you into a world gone by, a world that
comes alive through his colorful and perceptive reporting. As a kid, Schire found a way to escape the
troubles of his life by becoming a wrestling fan, glued to the TV set and then later traveling to see



every live card in the Twin Cities and many more throughout the region. Over the years he has been
involved in all aspects of the sport, and he now offers detailed, behind-the-scenes accounts of
important matches from 1954 to 1990 and stories of wrestler personalities, both in and out of the
ring. He shares his own extensive collection of wrestling memorabilia-- photographs, program
covers, newspaper clippings, and other ephemera--to honor the hardworking characters who forged
serial storylines onstage week after week and who thrilled fans by carrying out their plots in the
ring, with blood, sweat, tears, and high-flying body slams for all. An avid historian, George Schire
has been a writer and columnist for national wrestling publications and a ring announcer. He
currently cohosts a popular Internet wrestling show, Old School/New School. He lives in Oakdale,
Minnesota. I thought I knew the sport of professional wrestling. Then I met George Schire! No one is
more knowledgeable about the events and personalities that made professional wrestling what it is
today. --Greg Gagne, former professional wrestler and titleholder
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Mixed Martial Arts and the Law Jason J. Cruz,
2020-01-03 Barbaric. Savage. Violent. Words often used by critics to describe the sport of mixed
martial arts. To this can be added lucrative, popular and flourishing. MMA has seen astronomical
growth since the 2000s, spurred on by its biggest promotion, the Ultimate Fighting Championships
(UFC). Along the way, legal issues have plagued the sport. This book provides an overview of the
most important cases and controversies arising both inside and outside of the cage--antitrust suits by
fighters against promoters, fighters suing other fighters, drug testing, contractual issues, and the
need for federal regulation.
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Business Is About to Pick Up! Jim Ross, 2024-05-07
Experience 50 years of wrestling history through the iconic voice of Jim Ross. For wrestling fans, Jim
Ross’ voice is the soundtrack of an era. This book is your ringside ticket to wrestling’s most
unforgettable moments—from the announcer who made them iconic. In the last 50 years,
professional wrestling has risen up from a collection of regional territories to become a global
phenomenon—and Jim Ross has been there for it all. From the grit and glory days of the 1970s with
NWA, to the rise of WCW and the heyday of WWF and WWE, to signing on as on-air talent and senior
advisor for wrestling’s newest chapter at AEW, Jim Ross has long had the best seat in the house.
Now, in 50 definitive chapters, chronicling 50 iconic calls across 50 unforgettable years, Business Is
About to Pick Up! takes you into the ring, and behind the scenes, as only Jim Ross can. Immerse
yourself in sports entertainment’s most dramatic moments, biggest shocks, and history-making
firsts—from watershed collisions like “Stone Cold” Steve Austin versus Bret “Hitman” Hart to
industry-shaping milestones like the debut of Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson, the rise of John Cena and
Dave Bautista as Hollywood A-list stars, and the birth of All Elite Wrestling (AEW). Then debate
which moments Jim Ross just had to include . . . and what else should’ve made his list. This book is a
celebration of pro wrestling’s past, present, and future—narrated by the Voice of Wrestling himself,
who was ringside to call it all.
  biggest draws in wrestling history: Pain and Passion Heath McCoy, 2005 Calgary's Stampede
Wrestling spawned some of the biggest wrestling stars in history, from mat kings of the past like
Gene Kiniski and Superstar Billy Graham to modern idols like Bret Hitman Hart, the British
Bulldogs, and Chris Benoit. Pain and Passion tells how a small, family-run wrestling business
profoundly influenced the world of professional wrestling as we know it today. Pain and Passion
takes readers on a rowdy ride through the evolution of Stu Hart's Calgary promotion, from its
meagre beginnings in the 1940s, its peak in the 1980s, and its fall as Vince McMahon's World
Wrestling Entertainment changed the face of wrestling forever. But this is more than a wrestling
story - it's a tale of family and of human tragedy. The Hart family lived for the wrestling business
and, like Starbucks mowing down a mom-and-pop coffee shop, the emergence of McMahon's media
colossus ran Stampede into the ground. The wrestling game lost its innocence and western Canada
lost a staple of its pop culture. As for the Hart family, the once-mighty clan was nearly destroyed by
the business it loved. The Stampede Wrestling story is a wild blood-on-the-mat saga over fifty years
in the making. It's sure to captivate not only wrestling fans, but anyone who appreciates a powerful



drama.
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