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Best Interests of the Child: Understanding a Fundamental Principle in Child Welfare

best interests of the child is a phrase that carries significant weight in legal, social, and educational contexts
around the world. It refers to a guiding principle used to make decisions that affect children, ensuring their
safety, well-being, and development come first. Whether in custody disputes, child protection cases, or policy-
making, prioritizing the best interests of the child helps create environments where children can thrive
emotionally, physically, and mentally. But what does this principle truly entail, and how is it applied in
various situations? Let’s explore this important concept in depth.

What Does the Best Interests of the Child Mean?

At its core, the best interests of the child principle is about making sure that every choice or action taken
concerning a child focuses on promoting their overall welfare. This means considering their health, safety,
education, emotional needs, and social development. The idea is to protect children from harm while providing
them with opportunities to grow into well-rounded adults.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which many countries have ratified,
explicitly states that the best interests of the child should be a primary consideration in all actions
concerning children. This international framework has helped shape laws and policies globally, making the
child’s welfare a central concern.

Key Factors Considered in Determining Best Interests

Determining what is best for a child is not a one-size-fits-all approach. Professionals and decision-makers take
into account a variety of factors, such as:

Age and maturity: Older children might have their views considered more heavily depending on their ability
to understand their situation.

Emotional and physical needs: Ensuring the child’s health, safety, and emotional stability are paramount.

Family relationships: Maintaining bonds with parents, siblings, and extended family when safe and
appropriate.

Education and social development: Access to schooling and social interactions critical for growth.

Cultural and religious background: Respecting the child’s heritage and identity.

Protection from harm: Shielding the child from abuse, neglect, and other dangers.

These factors help create a comprehensive picture of what environment or decision will most benefit the child’s
well-being.

Best Interests of the Child in Family Law

One of the most common areas where the best interests of the child principle is applied is family law,



particularly in custody and visitation cases. Courts and judges use this standard to decide which parent or
guardian should have custody or how visitation rights are arranged.

Custody Decisions and Child Welfare

When parents separate or divorce, determining custody arrangements can be challenging. The court’s priority is
to ensure the child’s welfare rather than the preferences of the parents. This includes:

Evaluating each parent’s ability to provide a stable and nurturing home

Considering the child’s relationship with each parent

Reviewing any history of abuse or neglect

Taking into account the child’s own wishes, when appropriate

The ultimate goal is to create a custody plan that supports the child’s emotional security and continuity in
their daily life.

Visitation Rights and Maintaining Relationships

Even when one parent is granted primary custody, the court often encourages maintaining the child’s
relationship with the non-custodial parent, provided it is safe. Visitation schedules are designed to promote
ongoing contact, which is crucial for the child’s emotional health and sense of identity. This reflects the
understanding that children benefit from loving and stable relationships with both parents whenever possible.

The Role of Child Protection Services and Best Interests

Child protection agencies are on the front lines when it comes to safeguarding children from abuse and neglect.
These services operate with the best interests of the child as their guiding principle, ensuring that children are
removed from harmful environments and placed in safe, supportive settings.

Assessing Risk and Safety

When concerns about a child’s safety arise, child welfare workers conduct thorough assessments. They
examine the child’s living conditions, family dynamics, and any signs of physical or emotional harm. The priority
is to act swiftly to protect the child while minimizing disruption to their life.

Foster Care and Permanency Planning

If a child cannot safely remain with their biological family, child protection services work to find suitable
foster homes or alternative arrangements. The best interests of the child principle drives efforts to find
permanent solutions, such as reunification with family when possible or adoption. Stability and continuity are
critical for a child’s healthy development, so permanency planning aims to avoid prolonged uncertainty.



Educational Decisions and the Child’s Best Interests

Beyond the legal and protective realms, the best interests of the child also play a crucial role in education.
Decisions about schooling, special education services, and extracurricular activities are made with an eye
toward supporting the child’s growth and learning potential.

Choosing the Right Educational Environment

Parents, educators, and guardians consider what type of school or educational setting best meets a child’s
needs. Factors like the child’s learning style, social needs, and any disabilities or special requirements guide
these decisions. For example, a child with learning challenges might benefit from a specialized program that
fosters their unique talents and addresses their difficulties.

Supporting Emotional and Social Development

Education is not just about academics; it’s also about fostering social skills and emotional resilience.
Schools that promote inclusive environments, mental health support, and extracurricular engagement help
children build confidence and interpersonal skills, aligning with the best interests of the child.

Challenges in Applying the Best Interests Principle

While the best interests of the child is a universally accepted standard, applying it in practice can be complex.
Different cultural, social, and legal contexts may interpret “best interests” differently, and conflicts can
arise when the views of parents, children, and authorities don’t align.

Balancing Competing Interests

Sometimes what parents want may conflict with what professionals believe is best for the child. For example,
in custody cases, a parent might seek sole custody despite concerns about their caregiving capacity. Courts
and child welfare agencies must carefully weigh these competing interests while prioritizing the child’s welfare.

Respecting the Child’s Voice

Increasingly, child advocates emphasize the importance of including children’s perspectives in decisions that
affect them. Depending on the child’s age and maturity, their views can provide valuable insight into their needs
and wishes. However, this raises challenges when children’s desires conflict with their safety or well-being.

Promoting the Best Interests of the Child in Everyday Life

Beyond legal and institutional frameworks, promoting the best interests of the child is something all adults
can contribute to in daily life. Parents, teachers, caregivers, and community members all play a role in
nurturing and protecting children.



Creating Safe and Supportive Environments

Children flourish in environments where they feel safe, loved, and valued. This means providing consistent care,
positive reinforcement, and opportunities for learning and play. Emotional support and open communication are
equally important for helping children navigate challenges.

Advocating for Children’s Rights and Needs

Being an advocate means standing up for children’s rights and ensuring their needs are met, whether in healthcare,
education, or social services. Recognizing signs of distress or neglect and taking appropriate action can make a
critical difference in a child’s life.

Encouraging Healthy Development

Supporting a child’s physical health through proper nutrition, regular medical care, and physical activity is
essential. Equally, fostering emotional intelligence, resilience, and social skills prepares children to face life’s
challenges with confidence.

Understanding and applying the best interests of the child principle is fundamental to nurturing a future
generation that is healthy, happy, and capable. By keeping the child’s welfare at the forefront of decisions and
actions, society can ensure that every child has the opportunity to grow and succeed in a safe and supportive
environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'best interests of the child' mean in family law?

The 'best interests of the child' is a legal principle used to ensure that all decisions regarding a child prioritize
their health, safety, welfare, and overall well-being above all else.

How is the 'best interests of the child' determined by courts?

Courts consider various factors such as the child's age, emotional and physical needs, parental capabilities,
the child's wishes, and the stability of the environment to determine their best interests.

Why is the 'best interests of the child' principle important in custody cases?

It ensures that custody arrangements are made with the child's welfare as the primary concern, promoting their
safety, development, and happiness rather than the desires of the parents.

Can the child's own wishes influence the 'best interests of the child' decision?

Yes, depending on the child's age and maturity, courts often take the child's preferences into account when
deciding what arrangement serves their best interests.

How do cultural differences impact the interpretation of the 'best interests
of the child'?

Cultural values and practices can influence what is considered beneficial for a child; courts may consider



these factors to respect the child's cultural identity while balancing universal child welfare principles.

Is the 'best interests of the child' principle used internationally?

Yes, it is a widely recognized standard in international law, including the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child, guiding decisions affecting children globally.

How does the 'best interests of the child' principle apply in adoption cases?

In adoption, the principle ensures that the child is placed in a safe, loving, and stable home that supports their
emotional and developmental needs.

What role do child welfare professionals play in determining the best
interests of the child?

Child welfare professionals assess the child's environment, needs, and family situation and provide
recommendations to the court to help determine what arrangement serves the child's best interests.

Can the 'best interests of the child' standard change over time?

Yes, as a child grows and their circumstances change, what is in their best interests may also evolve, requiring
ongoing assessment in legal and care decisions.

How do courts balance parental rights with the best interests of the child?

Courts recognize parental rights but prioritize the child's welfare; if parental decisions or situations harm the
child’s well-being, courts may limit parental rights to protect the child.

Additional Resources
Best Interests of the Child: A Cornerstone of Family Law and Child Welfare

best interests of the child is a principle deeply ingrained in family law, child welfare policies, and international
conventions. It serves as the foundational guideline for decisions affecting children, whether in custody
disputes, adoption proceedings, or protective services. This concept, while seemingly straightforward,
encompasses a complex array of factors aimed at ensuring that every decision prioritizes the holistic well-being
of the child involved.

Understanding the best interests of the child is crucial for legal practitioners, social workers, policymakers,
and anyone involved in the care and protection of children. This article offers an analytical overview of the
principle, explores its applications and challenges, and examines how it functions within different legal and
cultural contexts.

The Legal Framework Surrounding the Best Interests of the Child

The best interests of the child principle is enshrined in numerous legal instruments worldwide, most notably the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which emphasizes that the child’s welfare must
be a primary consideration in all actions concerning them. Many national family laws echo this standard,
mandating courts and child welfare agencies to evaluate what arrangement or decision will promote the
child’s physical, emotional, and psychological development.

In family law cases, especially custody and visitation disputes, judges rely heavily on this standard to



determine the most suitable environment for the child. However, the application of this principle is not
formulaic; it requires a case-by-case assessment that considers individual circumstances.

Core Factors in Determining the Best Interests of the Child

To operationalize the best interests principle, courts and professionals assess a variety of elements, including:

Emotional and physical safety: Ensuring the child is free from harm and abuse.

Stability and continuity: The importance of maintaining consistent living conditions, schooling, and
relationships.

Parental capacity: Evaluating each parent’s ability to meet the child’s needs.

Child’s wishes: Depending on age and maturity, the child’s preferences may be considered.

Health and education: Access to adequate healthcare and educational opportunities.

These factors serve as guidelines rather than rigid rules, allowing for flexibility based on cultural, social,
and familial contexts.

Challenges in Applying the Best Interests Principle

Despite its widespread acceptance, the best interests of the child principle is not without criticism or practical
difficulties. One major challenge is its inherent subjectivity. What constitutes a child's best interests can vary
greatly depending on cultural norms, legal interpretations, and individual values. This variability can lead to
inconsistent outcomes across jurisdictions or even within the same court system.

Moreover, balancing competing interests often complicates decision-making. For example, in cases involving
parental rights versus child protection, courts must weigh the importance of maintaining family bonds against
the necessity of safeguarding the child from harm. This tension can result in contentious and emotionally
charged proceedings.

The Role of Child Participation

Increasingly, legal systems recognize the importance of considering the child's voice in decisions that affect
them. This shift aligns with Article 12 of the UNCRC, which guarantees children the right to express their
views freely in matters impacting their lives. Incorporating the child's perspective can enhance the accuracy of
best interests assessments and promote respect for the child's autonomy.

However, determining how much weight to give to a child's wishes remains complex. Factors such as the child’s
age, maturity, and the potential influence of parental pressure must be carefully evaluated to avoid decisions
that might not truly benefit the child.

Best Interests of the Child in Different Contexts

The application of the best interests standard extends beyond family law into broader child welfare and



protection scenarios.

Adoption and Foster Care

In adoption and foster care placements, the principle guides agencies in selecting families that can provide
nurturing, stable, and supportive environments. Agencies must assess prospective parents’ backgrounds,
parenting styles, and capacity to meet the child’s needs comprehensively. The goal is to minimize trauma and
disruption while maximizing opportunities for healthy development.

Immigration and Asylum Cases

The principle also plays a significant role in immigration law, particularly in cases involving unaccompanied
minors or family reunification. Authorities must consider the child’s best interests when deciding on asylum
claims or deportation orders, balancing security concerns with humanitarian obligations.

Health and Education Policies

Government policies relating to children's health and education often invoke the best interests principle to
justify investments in child-centered programs. Ensuring access to quality healthcare, safeguarding mental
health, and promoting inclusive education are all seen as manifestations of prioritizing children’s welfare.

Comparative Perspectives and International Variations

While the best interests of the child is a universal concept, its interpretation and implementation can differ
markedly across legal systems.

In common law countries such as the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom, courts utilize detailed
checklists and expert testimony to determine best interests, often focusing on parental fitness and the child's
attachment to caregivers. Conversely, civil law jurisdictions might emphasize social services' reports and
broader societal interests.

Some countries incorporate cultural values explicitly, which can influence custody decisions and views on the
child’s role within the family unit. For instance, in certain cultures, extended family involvement is considered
vital to the child’s welfare, whereas others prioritize nuclear family arrangements.

Pros and Cons of a Flexible vs. Rigid Approach

Flexible Approach: Allows tailored decisions that fit unique circumstances, respecting cultural
diversity and individual needs. However, it risks unpredictability and potential bias.

Rigid Approach: Provides clear guidelines and consistency but may overlook nuanced factors critical to
the child’s well-being.

Finding the right balance remains a challenge for lawmakers and judicial bodies worldwide.



Future Directions and Innovations

Advancements in child psychology, social work, and legal practice continue to refine how best interests are
assessed. The integration of multidisciplinary teams—including psychologists, social workers, and legal
experts—helps create more comprehensive evaluations.

Technology also plays a growing role. Digital tools enable better documentation of the child’s environment
and wellbeing, while virtual hearings can facilitate child participation in a less intimidating setting.

Moreover, international cooperation is enhancing the consistency of standards, especially in cross-border
custody and adoption cases.

The principle of the best interests of the child remains a dynamic and evolving standard, reflecting society’s
commitment to protecting and nurturing its youngest members. While challenges persist, ongoing efforts to
clarify and apply this principle underscore its central importance in ensuring that every child has the
opportunity to thrive in a safe, supportive, and loving environment.

Best Interests Of The Child

  best interests of the child: The Best Interests of the Child Joseph Goldstein, 1996 The least
detrimental alternative, the authors' seminal principle for safeguarding a child's growth and
development by minimizing intrusions of the law, has been cited in more than 1,000 child custody
cases since 1973.
  best interests of the child: A Commentary on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child, Article 3: The Best Interests of the Child Michael Freeman, 2007-05-31 This volume
constitutes a commentary on Article 3 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. It
is part of the series, A Commentary on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child,
which provides an article by article analysis of all substantive, organizational and procedural
provisions of the CRC and its two Optional Protocols. For every article, a comparison with related
human rights provisions is made, followed by an in-depth exploration of the nature and scope of
State obligations deriving from that article. The series constitutes an essential tool for actors in the
field of children’s rights, including academics, students, judges, grassroots workers, governmental,
non- governmental and international officers. The series is sponsored by the Belgian Federal Science
Policy Office.
  best interests of the child: The Best Interests of the Child in Healthcare Sarah Elliston,
2007-11-06 Topical and compelling, this volume provides an excellent re-evaluation of the ‘best
interests’ test in the healthcare arena; the ways in which it has developed, the inherent difficulties in
its use and its interpretation in legal cases concerning the medical care of children.
Comprehensively covering both the English and Scottish position within the context of the European
Convention of human Rights and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the author examines
a wide range of healthcare situations, from the commonly occurring to the unusual, offering a
detailed analysis of legislation, case law, cases and their implications. It includes discussions on: the
extent to which a child’s body can be examined, operated on and affected by medicines, devices or
procedures intended to bring about medical change the appropriate scope of parental choice and
authority and at what stage of their development children should be allowed to make their own
decisions the response to situations where the interests of children may be in conflict – the cases of
conjoined twins or the donation of organs to siblings. This work is a key resource for postgraduates
and researchers working and studying in the fields of law, healthcare and medicine.
  best interests of the child: Best Interests of the Children Robert and Miriam Fertig, M.A.,
2014-08-22 What should professionals?judges, lawyers, teachers, social workers, and Guardian ad
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Litem or CASA volunteers ?consider in pursuing the Best Interest of Children who have been
abandoned, neglected or abused? How can Department of Children and Families improve their
systems? Best Interests of the Children explains that the ethical principles of Beneficence and
Non-Maleficence exist in the medical world to maximize benefit and to avoid harm to patients. The
duty is to assist persons in need, and its converse, the duty to refrain from causing harm. These
same principles should apply to the ?Best Interest? standard used in the children and families
dependency welfare system, to protect defenseless children from parental abandonment, neglect
and abuse. When parents separate, which of them should have primary responsibility for the child's
care? Who is the actual ?psychological? parent? With compassion and actual case experiences, the
authors, Miriam and Robert Fertig, help readers understand many of the key issues inherent in
childcare decisions. They present a dozen Florida cases, as seen through the ?Eyes of Guardians.?
They conclude that timely and effective services and continuity of care for the family is essential for
the physical, emotional and psychological well-being of children. Case summaries from other states
indicate that America's Department of Children and Families (DCF) has serious ?systemic
problems.? The authors propose realistic solutions to improve this nationwide system. Best Interests
of the Children will also enlighten the public and their legislators. ?Best Interests? is an eye-opening,
heart-wrenching, information-packed guide to the world of families in crisis and the crucial role of
Guardian ad Litem. Written in a conversational style, it can be blunt and feisty at times, but is
always enlightening. I found myself shocked on one page, and then extremely edified and
encouraged on the page that followed. Any book that is so provocative and stimulating will
occasionally ignite a mental mini-debate between reader and author, but this is part of the ?fun and
education, ? that comes from any book this stimulating, that penetrates mind and heart at the same
time. Highly recommended. ? Reader Review by: Thomas Woodward (Ph.D. USF), Professor of
Trinity College, Founder and Director of the C. S. Lewis Society, in Florid
  best interests of the child: Education in the Best Interests of the Child R. Brian Howe,
Katherine Covell, 2013-02-07 A large body of research in disciplines from sociology and policy
studies to neuroscience and educational psychology has confirmed that socioeconomic status
remains the most powerful influence on children’s educational outcomes. Socially disadvantaged
children around the world disproportionately suffer from lower levels of educational achievement,
which in turn leads to unfavourable long-term outcomes in employment and health. Education in the
Best Interests of the Child addresses this persistent problem, which violates not only the principle of
equal educational opportunity, but also the broader principle of the best interests of the child as
called for in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Building on the children’s rights work
accomplished in their previous book, Empowering Children, Brian Howe and Katherine Covell
identify three types of reform that can significantly close the educational achievement gap. Their
findings make an important argument for stronger and more comprehensive action to equalize
educational opportunities for disadvantaged children.
  best interests of the child: The best interests of the child Council of Europe, 2016-03-22
What does the concept of the best interests of the child mean in practice? How should it be
interpreted and applied? This publication sheds lights on different aspects of this concept. The
concept of the best interests of child, as stated in Article 3.1 of the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child, has caused many controversies and debates amongst policy makers, experts
and practitioners. Although central to a child’s full enjoyment of his or her rights, the meaning of the
concept in practice and how it should be interpreted and applied, is still part of today’s debate. The
Belgian Authorities and the Council of Europe organised on 9 and 10 December 2014 a conference
on “The best interests of the child - A dialogue between theory and practice” to provide an
opportunity for actors involved in decisions that have an impact on children’s lives to share
knowledge and enhance the understanding of the concept of the child’s best interest. Featuring in
this publication are the 21 different viewpoints presented during the conference on the concept of
the best interests of the child. They are divided into four chapters namely those presenting general
reflections of the concept; assessing, determining and monitoring best interests; using the concept



in different environments; and understanding the concept in family affairs. All viewpoints agree on
the fact that there is no comprehensive definition of the concept, and that its vagueness has resulted
in practical difficulties for those trying to apply it. Some suggest that the best interest should
therefore only be used when necessary, appropriate and feasible for advancing children’s rights,
whereas others see the flexibility of the concept as its strong point. Through their different
interpretations and analysis, this publication offers a solid contribution to the overall understanding
of the concept of the best interests of child, necessary to improving and safeguarding children’s
rights overall.
  best interests of the child: Parental Care and the Best Interests of the Child in Muslim
Countries Nadjma Yassari, Lena-Maria Möller, Imen Gallala-Arndt, 2017-03-17 This book is the first
analysis of parental care regimes in Muslim jurisdictions, both in a comparative and country-specific
sense. It contains the proceedings of a workshop on Parental Care and the Best Interests of the
Child in Muslim Countries that the Max Planck Research Group “Changes in God’s Law: An
Inner-Islamic Comparison of Family and Succession Law” hosted in Rabat, Morocco in April 2015.
This workshop saw a total of 15 country reports presented on questions of custody, guardianship
and their development within different Muslim jurisdictions (ranging from Indonesia to Morocco), a
number of which are included in full in the book. Each of these country reports contains a historical
perspective on the evolution of domestic rules regarding custody and guardianship, and on the
introduction and development of the notion of the best interests of the child. Most importantly, the
prevailing legal norms, both substantive and procedural, are explored and particular attention is
given to legal practice and the role of the judiciary. In addition to a selection of country reports from
the workshop, the volume includes two comparative analyses on questions of parental care in both
public and private international law. With a high practical relevance for legal practitioners working
in the area of cross-border custody disputes and the most up-to-date assessment of parental care
regimes beyond a pure analysis of statutory law, this book combines a number of country reports
authored by experts who have worked or are still based in the respective countries they are
reporting on and thus contains in-depth discussions of legal practice and custody law in action.
Nadjma Yassari is Director of the Research Group “Changes in God’s Law: An Inner-Islamic
Comparison of Family and Succession Law” while Lena- Maria Möller and Imen Gallala-Arndt are
Senior Research Fellows at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative and International Private Law
in Hamburg and the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology in Halle respectively.
  best interests of the child: Beyond the Best Interests of the Child Joseph Goldstein, Anna
Freund, Albert J. Solnit, 1984-12 Three distinguished authorities in law, psychiatry, and child
development critically evaluate current child placement laws.
  best interests of the child: The Standard of the Best Interests of the Child Claire Breen,
2021-10-18 This text examines the application of the standard of the best interests of the child in the
context of international law. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child recognises
the best interests standard as being one of its guiding principles. The question of whether the best
interests standard succeeds in reaching this goal is the central theme of this book. The point of
departure for this analysis is that of the best interest standard being a Western notion based on an
idea of the child as an innocent in need of protection. However, difficulties arise when the best
interests standard has to be applied to a child who does not fit these criteria. Consideration is then
given to the malleability of the standard which allows it to overcome such difficulties and to justify
its position as one of the guiding principles underpinning children's rights at the domestic and
international level.
  best interests of the child: In the Best Interests of the Child Mili Mass, 2018-05-07
Marshalling her experience as an expert witness in court proceedings on non-consensual,
confidential adoption in Israel, Mass describes legal proceedings following the Israeli state petition
that declares children eligible for adoption because of alleged parental incapability, and explores the
politics of state intervention in the parent/child relationship. The selected case studies present the
testimonies of the children, the parents, the designated adoptive parents, and the state’s



representatives, as well as the author’s own testimony.
  best interests of the child: Foster Care and Best Interests of the Child Sarah A. Font,
Elizabeth T. Gershoff, 2020-03-09 This brief examines the U.S. foster care system and seeks to
explain why the foster care system functions as it does and how it can be improved to serve the best
interest of children. It defines and evaluates key challenges that undermine child safety and
well-being in the current foster care system. Chapters highlight the competing values and priorities
of the system as well as the pros and cons for the use of foster care. In addition, chapters assess
whether the performance objectives in which states are evaluated by the federal government are
sufficient to achieve positive health and well-being outcomes for children who experience foster
care. Finally, it offers recommendations for improving the system and maximizing positive outcomes.
Topics featured in this brief include: Legal aspects of removal and placement of children in foster
care. The effectiveness of prior efforts to reform foster care. The regulation and quality of foster
homes. Support for youth aging out of the foster care system. Racial and ethnic disparities in the
foster care system. Foster Care and the Best Interests of the Child is a must-have resource for policy
makers and related professionals, graduate students, and researchers in child and school
psychology, family studies, public health, social work, law/criminal justice, and sociology.
  best interests of the child: In the Best Interests of Children and Youth Hans Grietens, 2005
This book deals with the implementation and application of the in the best interests of the child
principle in research and practice. With contributions by authors from nine different countries
(United States, Belgium, France, Norway, The Netherlands, United Kingdom, Israel, Ireland,
Canada) an international perspective is adopted. After the outline of the theme given in the
introductory chapter, the first part illustrates the search for theory-driven and empirically-based
models to deal with the complexity of parenting. In the second part illustrations about the
implementation and application of the best interests principle in child and youth care practice are
given. Part three is focusing on the organization of child and youth care systems according to the
best interests principle.
  best interests of the child: Not in the Child's Best Interest Ron Palmer, 2013-05-25 You Can
Protect Your Children in Divorce You can stop the divorce court from invading your privacy You can
stop the illegal family studies You can limit the judges authority to rip your life apart You can stop
the personal attacks on your parenting style You can stop the system from hurting your child You
can stop the system from making you broke You can learn to protect those you love most The
Divorce Industry takes BILLIONS of dollars from our children every single year! STOP THEM NOW!
This book will give you the arguments, the legal framework for stopping the divorce custody
machine dead in its tracks. This book will show you how to stop giving up your rights to your
children. Your children need you in their lives. The most important thing you can do to give your
child a future is to remain a full parent in their lives. To retain equal time to show them love and to
teach them through your daily example. Children do best in life when they have two fit parents
active in their lives. Your right to the care, custody and control over your child is a Fundamental
Liberty, just as your right to free speech is, or your right to freedom of religion is a Fundamental
Liberty. Your child has the right to associate with you and to have you as a parent, not a visitor, in
their life. You and your child have privacy rights in your family life that are between you and your
child as individuals. They do NOT come from the marriage, and, if you are a natural parent, they do
NOT come from the Government. If you let them, the State will take your rights adn do with them
what they please. Knowledge is Power! Know your Rights! Protect Your Children
  best interests of the child: Conducting Child Custody Evaluations Philip M. Stahl, 1994-08-15
It also includes ethical standards and guidelines for child custody evaluations from various national,
state, and local organizations. Sensible, lucid, and insightful, this book is an important contribution
to our understanding of how child custody evaluations are conducted and an excellent resource for
psychologists, evaluators, social workers, family court and private mediators, judges, attorneys, and
graduate students.
  best interests of the child: Child Rights in Europe Geraldine Van Bueren, Council of Europe,



2007-01-01 This volume analyzes the effectiveness of the judicial protection of children's rights
within the Council of Europe. The extent to which common standards have been developed by the
courts in implementing children's rights is examined both from the perspective of the European
Court of Human Rights and the judgments of the highest national courts within the member states of
the Council of Europe. Further analysis is made of the Council of Europe's Social Charter and the
reports of the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment.--Publisher's description
  best interests of the child: The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child: A
Commentary Julia Sloth-Nielsen, Elvis Fokala , Godfrey Odongo , 2025-01-01 Since its adoption in
July 1990 and entry into force in November 1999, the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of
the Child (African Children’s Charter), has become a key treaty within the African human rights
system, governing children’s rights in Africa. To date, 51 out of 55 African Union member states
have ratified the African Children’s Charter, which demonstrates a growing commitment to respect,
protect and promote the rights of children. There is no doubt that the Charter, since entering into
force, has significantly contributed to the development of standards and practice related to children
in Africa. This comprehensive commentary on the African Children’s Charter, the first of its kind,
provides a systematic analysis of each article of the Charter, tracing the origin of the rights,
highlighting and explaining unique African concepts and normative standards featured in the
Charter. The Commentary aims to be a ‘one-stop-shop’ for anyone interested in protecting and
promoting children’s rights in Africa, such as researchers, teachers, students, practitioners,
policy-makers and activists. Authored by an array of contributors steeped in African jurisprudence
and human rights values, comprising 38 discrete chapters, it constitutes an essential and
contemporary guide to the legal understanding of the various provisions the Charter provides for. It
is edited by three African scholars prominent in the field of children’s rights in Africa, Prof Julia
Sloth-Nielsen, Prof Elvis Fokala and Dr Godfrey Odongo. This Commentary is the second in the PULP
series of Commentaries on African human rights law.
  best interests of the child: The International Law on the Rights of the Child Geraldine
van Bueren, 2021-11-01 Only available in paperback version ISBN 90 411 1091 7 This volume draws
upon the author's own experience to highlight the complexities behind the global violations of
children's rights. Analysis and description are interwoven to provide a coherent study of the
international status of children and the rights which attach to this status, both for those familiar and
unfamiliar with international law. The author demonstrates the potential of international law in
protecting the rights of children, even in states which are restructuring their economies. To be
effective, international law cannot be used in isolation and the text seeks to place the rights of the
child in their cultural and historical contexts. All royalties from The International Law on the Rights
of the Child are being donated to the International Save the Children Alliance to assist them in their
work with children. 'Ms van Bueren combines skilfully an enormous amount of factual material with
careful legal analysis and comment. [...] this book will rapidly become indispensable to children's
rights lawyers...' C.M. Chinkin, University of Southampton 'Among numerous publications dealing
with the subject of promotion and protection of the rights of the child issued up to date, G. Van
Bueren's The International Law on the Rights of the Child is the most serious monograph in the field
of international law.'
  best interests of the child: European Asylum Law and the Rights of the Child Ciara
Smyth, 2014-07-11 The child asylum seeker poses unique challenges for reception and refugee
status determination systems, not least because the child is entitled to have his or her rights as a
child respected as a matter of international and regional human rights law. In the last decade the
European Union has increasingly engaged with children’s rights, with the entry into force of the
Lisbon Treaty in December 2009, and a new Article 3(3) of the Treaty on European Union that
commits the Union to promoting the ‘protection of the rights of the child.’ This book addresses the
question of whether the Common European Asylum System (CEAS) complies with the rights of the
child. It contrasts the normative standards of international child rights law with the treatment of



child asylum seekers and refugees in the CEAS. Ciara Smyth identifies the attributes of the rights of
the child that are most relevant to the asylum context and systematically examines whether and to
what extent those attributes are reflected in the CEAS legislation. The book goes on to assess
whether the CEAS instruments direct Member States to comply with the rights of the child, offering
a comprehensive examination of the place of the child within European asylum law and policy. The
book will be of great use and interest to scholars and students of international law, immigration and
children’s rights studies.
  best interests of the child: The Rights of the Child in a Changing World Olga Cvejić Jančić,
2015-11-17 This book deals with the implementation of the rights of the child as enshrined in the
Convention on the Rights of the Child in 21 countries from Europe, Asia, Australia, and the USA. It
gives an overview of the legal status of children regarding their most salient rights, such as the
implementation of the best interest principle, the right of the child to know about of his/her origin,
the right to be heard, to give medical consent, the right of the child in the field of employment,
religious education of children, prohibition of physical punishment, protection of the child through
deprivation of parental rights and in the case of inter-country adoption. In the last 25 years since the
Convention on the Rights of the Child was adopted, many States Parties to the Convention have
made great efforts to pass legislation regulating the rights of the child, in their commitment to the
improvement of the legal status of the child. However, is that enough for any child to live better,
safer, and healthier? What are the practical effects of this international as well as many national
instruments in the everyday life of children? Have there been any outcomes in terms of improvement
of their status around the world, and improvement of the conditions under which they live, since the
Convention entered into force? In tackling these questions, this work presents a comparative
overview of the implementation of the Convention, and evaluates the results achieved.
  best interests of the child: Children's Rights Law in the Global Human Rights
Landscape Eva Brems, Ellen Desmet, Wouter Vandenhole, 2017-04-21 Children’s rights law is often
studied and perceived in isolation from the broader field of human rights law. This volume explores
the inter-relationship between children’s rights law and more general human rights law in order to
see whether elements from each could successfully inform the other. Children’s rights law has a
number of distinctive characteristics, such as the emphasis on the ‘best interests of the child’, the
use of general principles, and the inclusion of ‘third parties’ (e.g. parents and other care-takers) in
treaty provisions. The first part of this book questions whether these features could be a source of
inspiration for general human rights law. In part two, the reverse question is asked: could children’s
rights law draw inspiration from developments in other branches of human rights law that focus on
other specific categories of rights holders, such as women, persons with disabilities, indigenous
peoples, or older persons? Finally, the interaction between children’s rights law and human rights
law – and the potential for their isolation, inspiration or integration – may be coloured or determined
by the thematic issue under consideration. Therefore the third part of the book studies the interplay
between children’s rights law and human rights law in the context of specific topics: intra-family
relations, LGBTQI marginalization, migration, media, the environment and transnational human
rights obligations.

Related to best interests of the child
articles - "it is best" vs. "it is the best" - English Language   The word "best" is an adjective,
and adjectives do not take articles by themselves. Because the noun car is modified by the
superlative adjective best, and because this makes
adverbs - About "best" , "the best" , and "most" - English Language   Both sentences could
mean the same thing, however I like you best. I like chocolate best, better than anything else can be
used when what one is choosing from is not
difference - "What was best" vs "what was the best"? - English   In the following sentence,
however, best is an adjective: "What was best?" If we insert the word the, we get a noun phrase, the
best. You could certainly declare that after



how to use “best” as adverb? - English Language Learners Stack 1 Your example already
shows how to use "best" as an adverb. It is also a superlative, like "greatest", or "highest", so just as
you would use it as an adjective to show that something is
grammar - It was the best ever vs it is the best ever? - English   So, " It is the best ever "
means it's the best of all time, up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best
up to that point in time, and a better one may have
"Which one is the best" vs. "which one the best is"   "Which one is the best" is obviously a
question format, so it makes sense that " which one the best is " should be the correct form. This is
very good instinct, and you could
expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English   It's best that he bought it
yesterday. or It's good that he bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that
what is being approved of is not that the purchase be
valediction - "With best/kind regards" vs "Best/Kind regards"   5 In Europe, it is not
uncommon to receive emails with the valediction With best/kind regards, instead of the more typical
and shorter Best/Kind regards. When I see a
How can I apologize and promise that a mistake won't happen again? Steve's suggestion is
the best, but if you want to apologise in a more formal way, then: I deeply regret what occurred, and
I promise that I will make every effort and do everything in my power
grammar - Grammatical function of "at best" idiom - English   Dictionaries state that "at best"
is an idiom. But, what is the grammatical function of "at best" (for example, in the below sentences?)
Their response to the proposal was, at best,
articles - "it is best" vs. "it is the best" - English Language   The word "best" is an adjective,
and adjectives do not take articles by themselves. Because the noun car is modified by the
superlative adjective best, and because this makes
adverbs - About "best" , "the best" , and "most" - English Language   Both sentences could
mean the same thing, however I like you best. I like chocolate best, better than anything else can be
used when what one is choosing from is not
difference - "What was best" vs "what was the best"? - English   In the following sentence,
however, best is an adjective: "What was best?" If we insert the word the, we get a noun phrase, the
best. You could certainly declare that after
how to use “best” as adverb? - English Language Learners Stack 1 Your example already
shows how to use "best" as an adverb. It is also a superlative, like "greatest", or "highest", so just as
you would use it as an adjective to show that something is
grammar - It was the best ever vs it is the best ever? - English   So, " It is the best ever "
means it's the best of all time, up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best
up to that point in time, and a better one may have
"Which one is the best" vs. "which one the best is"   "Which one is the best" is obviously a
question format, so it makes sense that " which one the best is " should be the correct form. This is
very good instinct, and you could
expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English   It's best that he bought it
yesterday. or It's good that he bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that
what is being approved of is not that the purchase be
valediction - "With best/kind regards" vs "Best/Kind regards"   5 In Europe, it is not
uncommon to receive emails with the valediction With best/kind regards, instead of the more typical
and shorter Best/Kind regards. When I see a
How can I apologize and promise that a mistake won't happen again? Steve's suggestion is
the best, but if you want to apologise in a more formal way, then: I deeply regret what occurred, and
I promise that I will make every effort and do everything in my power
grammar - Grammatical function of "at best" idiom - English   Dictionaries state that "at best"
is an idiom. But, what is the grammatical function of "at best" (for example, in the below sentences?)
Their response to the proposal was, at best,



articles - "it is best" vs. "it is the best" - English Language   The word "best" is an adjective,
and adjectives do not take articles by themselves. Because the noun car is modified by the
superlative adjective best, and because this makes
adverbs - About "best" , "the best" , and "most" - English   Both sentences could mean the
same thing, however I like you best. I like chocolate best, better than anything else can be used
when what one is choosing from is not
difference - "What was best" vs "what was the best"? - English   In the following sentence,
however, best is an adjective: "What was best?" If we insert the word the, we get a noun phrase, the
best. You could certainly declare that after
how to use “best” as adverb? - English Language Learners Stack 1 Your example already
shows how to use "best" as an adverb. It is also a superlative, like "greatest", or "highest", so just as
you would use it as an adjective to show that something is
grammar - It was the best ever vs it is the best ever? - English   So, " It is the best ever "
means it's the best of all time, up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best
up to that point in time, and a better one may have
"Which one is the best" vs. "which one the best is"   "Which one is the best" is obviously a
question format, so it makes sense that " which one the best is " should be the correct form. This is
very good instinct, and you could
expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English   It's best that he bought it
yesterday. or It's good that he bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that
what is being approved of is not that the purchase be
valediction - "With best/kind regards" vs "Best/Kind regards"   5 In Europe, it is not
uncommon to receive emails with the valediction With best/kind regards, instead of the more typical
and shorter Best/Kind regards. When I see a
How can I apologize and promise that a mistake won't happen Steve's suggestion is the best,
but if you want to apologise in a more formal way, then: I deeply regret what occurred, and I
promise that I will make every effort and do everything in my power
grammar - Grammatical function of "at best" idiom - English   Dictionaries state that "at best"
is an idiom. But, what is the grammatical function of "at best" (for example, in the below sentences?)
Their response to the proposal was, at best,
articles - "it is best" vs. "it is the best" - English Language   The word "best" is an adjective,
and adjectives do not take articles by themselves. Because the noun car is modified by the
superlative adjective best, and because this makes
adverbs - About "best" , "the best" , and "most" - English   Both sentences could mean the
same thing, however I like you best. I like chocolate best, better than anything else can be used
when what one is choosing from is not
difference - "What was best" vs "what was the best"? - English   In the following sentence,
however, best is an adjective: "What was best?" If we insert the word the, we get a noun phrase, the
best. You could certainly declare that after
how to use “best” as adverb? - English Language Learners Stack 1 Your example already
shows how to use "best" as an adverb. It is also a superlative, like "greatest", or "highest", so just as
you would use it as an adjective to show that something is
grammar - It was the best ever vs it is the best ever? - English   So, " It is the best ever "
means it's the best of all time, up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best
up to that point in time, and a better one may have
"Which one is the best" vs. "which one the best is"   "Which one is the best" is obviously a
question format, so it makes sense that " which one the best is " should be the correct form. This is
very good instinct, and you could
expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English   It's best that he bought it
yesterday. or It's good that he bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that
what is being approved of is not that the purchase be



valediction - "With best/kind regards" vs "Best/Kind regards"   5 In Europe, it is not
uncommon to receive emails with the valediction With best/kind regards, instead of the more typical
and shorter Best/Kind regards. When I see a
How can I apologize and promise that a mistake won't happen Steve's suggestion is the best,
but if you want to apologise in a more formal way, then: I deeply regret what occurred, and I
promise that I will make every effort and do everything in my power
grammar - Grammatical function of "at best" idiom - English   Dictionaries state that "at best"
is an idiom. But, what is the grammatical function of "at best" (for example, in the below sentences?)
Their response to the proposal was, at best,
articles - "it is best" vs. "it is the best" - English Language   The word "best" is an adjective,
and adjectives do not take articles by themselves. Because the noun car is modified by the
superlative adjective best, and because this makes
adverbs - About "best" , "the best" , and "most" - English   Both sentences could mean the
same thing, however I like you best. I like chocolate best, better than anything else can be used
when what one is choosing from is not
difference - "What was best" vs "what was the best"? - English   In the following sentence,
however, best is an adjective: "What was best?" If we insert the word the, we get a noun phrase, the
best. You could certainly declare that after
how to use “best” as adverb? - English Language Learners Stack 1 Your example already
shows how to use "best" as an adverb. It is also a superlative, like "greatest", or "highest", so just as
you would use it as an adjective to show that something is
grammar - It was the best ever vs it is the best ever? - English   So, " It is the best ever "
means it's the best of all time, up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best
up to that point in time, and a better one may have
"Which one is the best" vs. "which one the best is"   "Which one is the best" is obviously a
question format, so it makes sense that " which one the best is " should be the correct form. This is
very good instinct, and you could
expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English   It's best that he bought it
yesterday. or It's good that he bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that
what is being approved of is not that the purchase be
valediction - "With best/kind regards" vs "Best/Kind regards"   5 In Europe, it is not
uncommon to receive emails with the valediction With best/kind regards, instead of the more typical
and shorter Best/Kind regards. When I see a
How can I apologize and promise that a mistake won't happen Steve's suggestion is the best,
but if you want to apologise in a more formal way, then: I deeply regret what occurred, and I
promise that I will make every effort and do everything in my power
grammar - Grammatical function of "at best" idiom - English   Dictionaries state that "at best"
is an idiom. But, what is the grammatical function of "at best" (for example, in the below sentences?)
Their response to the proposal was, at best,
articles - "it is best" vs. "it is the best" - English Language   The word "best" is an adjective,
and adjectives do not take articles by themselves. Because the noun car is modified by the
superlative adjective best, and because this makes
adverbs - About "best" , "the best" , and "most" - English   Both sentences could mean the
same thing, however I like you best. I like chocolate best, better than anything else can be used
when what one is choosing from is not
difference - "What was best" vs "what was the best"? - English   In the following sentence,
however, best is an adjective: "What was best?" If we insert the word the, we get a noun phrase, the
best. You could certainly declare that after
how to use “best” as adverb? - English Language Learners Stack 1 Your example already
shows how to use "best" as an adverb. It is also a superlative, like "greatest", or "highest", so just as
you would use it as an adjective to show that something is



grammar - It was the best ever vs it is the best ever? - English   So, " It is the best ever "
means it's the best of all time, up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best
up to that point in time, and a better one may have
"Which one is the best" vs. "which one the best is"   "Which one is the best" is obviously a
question format, so it makes sense that " which one the best is " should be the correct form. This is
very good instinct, and you could
expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English   It's best that he bought it
yesterday. or It's good that he bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that
what is being approved of is not that the purchase be
valediction - "With best/kind regards" vs "Best/Kind regards"   5 In Europe, it is not
uncommon to receive emails with the valediction With best/kind regards, instead of the more typical
and shorter Best/Kind regards. When I see a
How can I apologize and promise that a mistake won't happen Steve's suggestion is the best,
but if you want to apologise in a more formal way, then: I deeply regret what occurred, and I
promise that I will make every effort and do everything in my power
grammar - Grammatical function of "at best" idiom - English   Dictionaries state that "at best"
is an idiom. But, what is the grammatical function of "at best" (for example, in the below sentences?)
Their response to the proposal was, at best,

Related to best interests of the child
In the best interests of the child (PrideSource2y) Last week in Maryland, Baltimore Circuit Judge
M. Brooke Murdock struck down a 33-year-old state law against marriage for gays and lesbians, and
in so doing she rejected the argument that the
In the best interests of the child (PrideSource2y) Last week in Maryland, Baltimore Circuit Judge
M. Brooke Murdock struck down a 33-year-old state law against marriage for gays and lesbians, and
in so doing she rejected the argument that the
Children's best interests should anchor Canada's approach to their online privacy (13don
MSNOpinion) In 2025, the rapid rise of artificial intelligence access for the public at large also
means growing concern about the mental
Children's best interests should anchor Canada's approach to their online privacy (13don
MSNOpinion) In 2025, the rapid rise of artificial intelligence access for the public at large also
means growing concern about the mental
Vaccination Policies: Between Best and Basic Interests of the Child, between Precaution
and Proportionality (JSTOR Daily9mon) How should liberal-democratic governments deal with
emerging vaccination hesitancy when that leads to the resurgence of diseases that for decades were
under control? This article argues that
Vaccination Policies: Between Best and Basic Interests of the Child, between Precaution
and Proportionality (JSTOR Daily9mon) How should liberal-democratic governments deal with
emerging vaccination hesitancy when that leads to the resurgence of diseases that for decades were
under control? This article argues that
Hawaii Family Court Must Release Records in Isabella Kalua Child Abuse Death (18hon
MSN) The Hawaii Supreme Court has ordered the release of records showing how a 6-year-old girl
was placed with foster parents now accused of killing her
Hawaii Family Court Must Release Records in Isabella Kalua Child Abuse Death (18hon
MSN) The Hawaii Supreme Court has ordered the release of records showing how a 6-year-old girl
was placed with foster parents now accused of killing her
Ashley St. Clair slams Elon Musk: 'Can’t be counted on’ as father; says lawsuit is 'about
protecting child's interests’ (Hosted on MSN7mon) Four days after filing a paternity and custody
lawsuit against tech billionaire Elon Musk, alleging his absence from their alleged child's life and
seeking to prioritise the child's best interests, a



Ashley St. Clair slams Elon Musk: 'Can’t be counted on’ as father; says lawsuit is 'about
protecting child's interests’ (Hosted on MSN7mon) Four days after filing a paternity and custody
lawsuit against tech billionaire Elon Musk, alleging his absence from their alleged child's life and
seeking to prioritise the child's best interests, a
Navigating the Introduction of a New Partner to Children (Psychology Today3mon) Divorce
brings tremendous change for a child. Often, while a child adjusts to the reality of divorcing parents,
she must simultaneously process a parent’s new relationship with a significant other
Navigating the Introduction of a New Partner to Children (Psychology Today3mon) Divorce
brings tremendous change for a child. Often, while a child adjusts to the reality of divorcing parents,
she must simultaneously process a parent’s new relationship with a significant other

Related Articles
barfield dps 450 manual
the color atlas of human anatomy
reel rituals ritual occasions from baptisms to funerals in hollywood

Back to Home

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-187/barfield-dps-450-manual.pdf
https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-187/the-color-atlas-of-human-anatomy.pdf
https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-187/reel-rituals-ritual-occasions-from-baptisms-to-funerals-in-hollywood.pdf
https://santacruzdance.org

