a question of identity women science and
literature

**A Question of Identity: Women, Science, and Literature**

a question of identity women science and literature is one that weaves through history, culture,
and the very fabric of how knowledge and creativity are expressed. It's not just about who women are
in these fields, but how their identities shape and are shaped by their contributions to science and
literature. Exploring this interplay opens up fascinating insights into gender roles, societal
expectations, and the personal journeys of women who have challenged norms to leave indelible
marks on the world.

The Intersection of Ildentity, Science, and Literature

When we talk about a question of identity women science and literature, we're delving into the
complex way gender influences participation and recognition in two traditionally male-dominated
arenas. Both science and literature serve as mirrors reflecting societal values, yet they also function
as tools for questioning those values. Women'’s identities—formed by race, class, culture, and
personal experience—play a crucial role in how they navigate these fields.

In science, identity often intersects with issues of access, representation, and the acknowledgment of
contributions. In literature, identity can shape narrative voice, theme, and character construction,
providing unique perspectives that enrich the human experience. Together, science and literature
offer a dual lens for examining how women assert their identities and challenge boundaries.

The Historical Context: Women'’s Role in Science and
Literature

Historically, women faced significant barriers in both science and literature. Educational restrictions,
social prejudices, and institutional biases limited opportunities. Yet, many women persevered, often
working anonymously or under male pseudonyms. Figures like Marie Curie in science and the Bronté
sisters in literature highlight how women'’s identities were both a source of constraint and
empowerment.

The question of identity women science and literature raises is not just about visibility but about the

recognition of intellectual authority. For centuries, women’s contributions were minimized or erased,
creating a skewed narrative that equated scientific discovery and literary genius with maleness.

Contemporary Perspectives: Shaping New Narratives

Today, the conversation around a question of identity women science and literature has evolved to
include intersectionality—a term that acknowledges how overlapping identities impact experiences.



Women scientists and writers from diverse backgrounds bring fresh perspectives that challenge
traditional paradigms.

For example, female scientists in STEM fields advocate for inclusive research that considers gender
differences in medicine or environmental science. Similarly, women writers explore themes of
identity, marginalization, and empowerment, often blending genres and breaking conventional
storytelling molds.

Women in Science: Navigating Identity and Innovation

The journey of women in science is a testament to resilience and ingenuity. The question of identity
women science and literature extends into how women scientists negotiate their professional and
personal identities in environments that may still harbor implicit biases.

Challenges and Triumphs

Women in science often encounter challenges such as:

- Gender bias in hiring and promotions
- Limited access to funding and resources
- Balancing societal expectations of caregiving with demanding careers

Despite these obstacles, many women have made groundbreaking discoveries—from Rosalind
Franklin’s role in uncovering DNA's structure to Katherine Johnson’s calculations critical to space
missions. Their stories reveal how identity influences not only the path they take but also the kinds of
questions they ask and the methods they develop.

Encouraging Female Participation in STEM

To address the enduring question of identity women science and literature highlights, initiatives focus
on:

- Mentorship programs connecting young women with established scientists
- Creating inclusive educational curricula that highlight female contributions
- Advocacy for workplace policies supporting work-life balance and equity

These efforts aim to cultivate environments where women'’s identities are celebrated and their
scientific voices amplified, enriching the field with diverse insights.

Women in Literature: Crafting Identity Through Words

Literature has always been a powerful medium for exploring and expressing identity. The question of
identity women science and literature also resonates deeply in literary circles, where female authors



have used storytelling to challenge societal norms and articulate complex identities.

Literary Voices That Resonate

From Virginia Woolf's introspective modernism to Toni Morrison’s exploration of race and identity,
women writers have expanded the literary landscape. Their narratives often confront issues of
gender, power, and selfhood, offering readers intimate glimpses into varied experiences.

Women'’s literature also engages with science—sometimes metaphorically, sometimes
directly—blurring boundaries between disciplines. This fusion enriches both fields, illustrating how
identity influences creative expression and intellectual inquiry.

Representation and Diversity in Literature

The contemporary literary scene increasingly reflects diverse identities, including women of different
ethnicities, sexual orientations, and social backgrounds. This diversity challenges monolithic
narratives and broadens the understanding of what it means to be a woman in today’s world.

Publishers and literary organizations are recognizing the importance of amplifying these voices, not
merely as a trend but as a vital shift towards inclusivity. This aligns with the ongoing question of
identity women science and literature pose—how to authentically represent complex identities
without reducing them to stereotypes.

Bridging Science and Literature: A Dialogue on Identity

One of the most intriguing aspects of a question of identity women science and literature is how these
fields intersect and inform one another. Women who navigate both realms often highlight the
complementary nature of scientific inquiry and literary creativity.

The Role of Narrative in Science

Science is often perceived as purely objective, but storytelling plays a crucial role in communicating
discoveries, shaping public understanding, and framing research questions. Women scientists who
engage with literature bring nuanced perspectives that enhance science communication and
education.

Science Themes in Women’s Literature

Conversely, literature frequently incorporates scientific themes to explore identity and existence.
Whether through speculative fiction imagining future technologies or memoirs reflecting on medical
experiences, women writers use scientific concepts to deepen their exploration of self and society.



This dialogue fosters richer interpretations and encourages readers and researchers alike to consider
identity through multiple lenses.

Why the Question of Identity Matters Today

In an era marked by rapid technological advances and cultural shifts, the question of identity women
science and literature addresses remains profoundly relevant. Understanding the ways identity
shapes participation and expression in these fields can help dismantle barriers and promote equity.

Moreover, recognizing the contributions of women across science and literature enriches our
collective knowledge and culture. It challenges outdated stereotypes and inspires future generations
to embrace their multifaceted identities boldly.

By continuing to explore and celebrate the intersection of women, science, and literature, we engage
in a vital conversation about who we are and who we can become—both as individuals and as a
society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'A Question of Identity: Women,
Science, and Literature'?

‘A Question of Identity: Women, Science, and Literature' explores the intersection of gender, scientific
inquiry, and literary expression, focusing on how women have contributed to and been represented in
science and literature.

How does 'A Question of Identity' address the historical
challenges faced by women in science?

The work highlights the social, cultural, and institutional barriers that have limited women's
participation in science, examining their struggles for recognition and inclusion from historical and
contemporary perspectives.

In what ways does literature serve as a medium to discuss
women's identities in science according to the book?

Literature is used to reflect and critique the roles, stereotypes, and identities imposed on women in
scientific fields, offering narratives that challenge traditional gender norms and celebrate women's
intellectual contributions.

Can you name some prominent women scientists discussed in
'A Question of Identity'?

The book discusses figures such as Marie Curie, Rosalind Franklin, Ada Lovelace, and other pioneering



women who made significant contributions to science despite societal constraints.

How does the book link feminist theory with science and
literature?

‘A Question of Identity' integrates feminist theory to analyze how gender influences the production
and reception of scientific knowledge and literary works, advocating for a more inclusive
understanding of both fields.

What role does identity play in shaping women's experiences
in science as per the discussions in the book?

Identity, including gender, race, and class, profoundly shapes women's access to scientific education,
career opportunities, and the way their work is valued and interpreted within both scientific and
literary contexts.

Does ‘A Question of Identity' offer solutions for increasing
women's representation in science and literature?

Yes, the book suggests strategies such as educational reform, mentorship programs, and the
promotion of diverse narratives in literature to empower women and foster greater inclusion in
science.

Why is it important to study the intersection of women,
science, and literature according to 'A Question of Identity'?

Studying this intersection reveals the multifaceted ways gender shapes knowledge production,
challenges dominant paradigms, and enriches both scientific understanding and literary creativity
through diverse perspectives.

Additional Resources

**A Question of Identity: Women, Science, and Literature**

a question of identity women science and literature has become an increasingly vital discourse
in contemporary academic and cultural arenas. The intersection of gender, intellectual pursuit, and
creative expression raises profound questions about how women have navigated and shaped the
domains of science and literature. Historically marginalized or overlooked, women'’s contributions
have often been obscured by cultural biases, institutional barriers, and entrenched stereotypes.
Exploring this triadic relationship offers critical insight into how identity is constructed and contested
within fields traditionally dominated by men, revealing broader societal dynamics about recognition,
representation, and power.



The Historical Context of Women in Science and
Literature

The historical narrative of science and literature has often sidelined women’s achievements, leading
to a skewed perception of intellectual heritage. From the early modern period to the onset of the 20th
century, women faced systemic obstacles that limited their access to education, publication, and
professional engagement. Notable figures such as Marie Curie in science or Mary Shelley in literature
stand as exceptional examples rather than the norm, their stories often framed as anomalies.

In science, the gender gap was not only a matter of opportunity but also of epistemological
frameworks that questioned women’s rationality and capabilities. In literature, women writers
contended with societal expectations that confined them to specific genres or themes, often
relegating their work to the domestic or sentimental spheres. This historical marginalization has had
lasting effects on the perception of women’s identity within these fields, influencing both
contemporary participation and recognition.

Barriers to Recognition and Representation

Several key factors have contributed to the challenges women face in science and literature:

¢ Educational Access: Limited access to formal schooling and higher education historically
restricted women’s ability to engage fully in scientific inquiry or literary scholarship.

e Publication and Visibility: Women'’s scientific research and literary works were often
published under male pseudonyms or excluded from academic journals and literary circles.

* Gender Stereotypes: Prevailing beliefs about gender roles shaped public and institutional
attitudes, often dismissing women'’s intellectual contributions as secondary or anecdotal.

* Institutional Barriers: Scientific academies, universities, and publishing houses traditionally
favored male participation and leadership, creating structural hurdles.

These barriers have shaped the question of identity women science and literature face, complicating
the ability of women to assert a coherent and recognized professional identity.

The Interplay of Gender Identity in Scientific and
Literary Discourses

Identity in science and literature is not merely about participation but also about how knowledge is
produced, framed, and disseminated. The question of identity women science and literature touches
upon how gender influences epistemology—the theory of knowledge itself.



In science, the notion of objectivity has historically been linked to a detached, rational subjectivity
often coded as masculine. Feminist epistemologists have challenged this by arguing that knowledge
production is influenced by social identities, including gender. This has led to an expanded
understanding of scientific inquiry that incorporates diverse perspectives and methodologies,
emphasizing situated knowledge and reflexivity.

In literature, gender identity profoundly shapes narrative voice, themes, and character
representation. Women writers have utilized literature both as a means of self-expression and as a
tool to critique and redefine societal norms surrounding femininity and intellectual authority. Literary
criticism and theory have increasingly foregrounded gender as a critical lens, unveiling how texts both
reflect and contest cultural constructions of identity.

Women's Identity in Science: From Marginalization to
Empowerment

The gradual integration of women into scientific fields has been marked by both progress and
persistent challenges. Contemporary data reveals that while women have made significant
strides—particularly in life sciences and social sciences—they remain underrepresented in fields like
physics, engineering, and computer science. According to UNESCO’s 2021 report, women constitute
approximately 30% of researchers worldwide, with considerable regional and disciplinary disparities.

This ongoing underrepresentation raises questions about how women scientists negotiate their
professional identities in environments that may still harbor implicit biases or exclusionary practices.
Mentorship programs, gender equity policies, and inclusive research cultures are emerging as critical
mechanisms to support identity formation and retention of women in STEM.

Literary Voices: Women Reclaiming ldentity through Narrative

Literature has historically been a fertile ground for women to explore and assert their identities. From
the proto-feminist writings of the 19th century to contemporary feminist literature, women have
challenged dominant narratives and expanded the literary canon. Writers like Virginia Woolf, Toni
Morrison, and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie have not only enriched literary traditions but also
interrogated the socio-political constructions of gender and identity.

The question of identity women science and literature raises in this context involves the power of
stories to shape self-understanding and social perception. Literature serves as a mirror and a
mold—reflecting lived experiences while also envisioning alternative possibilities for identity
formation beyond restrictive norms.

Contemporary Challenges and Opportunities

Despite progress, women in science and literature continue to confront complex challenges related to
identity:



e Imposter Syndrome: Feelings of inadequacy and self-doubt remain prevalent, influenced by
cultural stereotypes and workplace dynamics.

» Balancing Roles: The tension between professional ambitions and societal expectations
around caregiving and family life affects identity negotiation.

* Intersectionality: Women’s experiences of identity are multifaceted, intersecting with race,
class, sexuality, and other social categories, complicating simplistic narratives of progress.

However, there are also significant opportunities. Digital platforms have democratized access to
knowledge and creative expression, allowing women scientists and writers to build communities,
share work, and challenge dominant discourses. Initiatives promoting STEM education for girls,
literary awards recognizing diverse voices, and institutional reforms aimed at equity contribute to
reshaping the landscape.

Bridging Science and Literature: A Cross-Disciplinary Identity

An intriguing development is the increasing dialog between science and literature, where women'’s
identities are explored through interdisciplinary approaches. Science writing, speculative fiction, and
bioethics are fields where women articulate complex questions about humanity, ethics, and
knowledge. This synthesis allows for richer, more nuanced conceptions of identity that transcend
disciplinary boundaries.

For example, female science writers like Rachel Carson and Mary Roach have made significant
impacts by blending rigorous scientific insight with compelling narrative, thereby shaping public
understanding and cultural identity around science.

The ongoing inquiry into a question of identity women science and literature reveals a dynamic and
evolving landscape. Women continue to assert their presence, challenge traditional paradigms, and
enrich both scientific and literary fields with perspectives that question, redefine, and expand the very
notion of identity itself. Through this multifaceted engagement, the intertwined domains of science
and literature become not merely arenas of professional activity but sites of profound cultural
transformation.

A Question Of Identity Women Science And Literature

a question of identity women science and literature: A Question of Identity Marina
Benjamin, 1993 Women, Science, and Literature

a question of identity women science and literature: Through a Glass Darkly. Women in
the Scientific Elite Izolda Takacs, 2022 The primary goal of this book is to present the career paths
of female academics and doctors of science, to show gender stereotypes that still exist among
scientists, and to explore the factors that have helped and hindered them in their careers. In
addition the aim is to show whether any inhibitory factors had aspects that can be traced back to


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-187/a-question-of-identity-women-science-and-literature.pdf

gender discrimination, as well as how doctors of science and/or academics of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences have managed to overcome the obstacles posed by traditional gender roles.
Furthermore, the book also deals with general issues relating to the role of women in society.
Therefore a chapter is included which examines the equalities between women and men as
fundamental human rights, and highlights the general philosophical issues of gender inequality and
the origins of binary oppositions, as well as the problems of gender bias in the workplace and
organisational climate. The book is addressed to both professional audiences as well as anyone
wishing to have an overview of new approaches to the questions and problems mentioned above.

a question of identity women science and literature: Encyclopedia of Literature and
Science Pamela Gossin, 2002-08-30 Science and literature have always been strange bedfellows.
Like puzzle pieces, they fit because they're different. Some of the greatest works of world literature
have been inspired by the marvels of the scientific world. Scientists have written works of the
imagination. Even formal scientific writings have been known to employ rhetoric. There is a
tendency to think of literature—and the humanities in general—as having little to do with science.
Yet scholars have conducted fruitful studies of the history and philosophy of science. With the rise of
technology, scholars have also applied scientific analysis to the study of literature and the creative
process. The intersection of scientific and humanistic inquiry is finally being mapped. This volume
includes more than 650 A-Z entries on topics and themes in science and literature, significant
writers, key scientists, seminal works, and important theories and methodologies. This reference
defines the rapidly emerging interdisciplinary field of literature and science. An introductory essay
traces the history of the field, its growing reputation, and the current state of research. Broad in
scope, the volume covers world literature from its beginnings to the present day and illuminates the
role of science in literature and literary studies. A wide range of experts contributed entries to this
volume, each of which concludes with a brief bibliography. The entire volume closes with a list of
works for further reading.

a question of identity women science and literature: Geography, Science and National
Identity Charles W. ]J. Withers, 2001-10-04 Charles Withers' book brings together work on the
history of geography and the history of science with extensive archival analysis to explore how
geographical knowledge has been used to shape an understanding of the nation. Using Scotland as
an exemplar, the author places geographical knowledge in its wider intellectual context to afford
insights into perspectives of empire, national identity and the geographies of science. In so doing, he
advances a new area of geographical enquiry, the historical geography of geographical knowledge,
and demonstrates how and why different forms of geographical knowledge have been used in the
past to constitute national identity, and where those forms were constructed and received. The book
will make an important contribution to the study of nationhood and empire and will therefore
interest historians, as well as students of historical geography and historians of science. It is
theoretically engaging, empirically rich and beautifully illustrated.

a question of identity women science and literature: Literature and Science, 1660-1834,
Part I. Volume 1 Judith Hawley, 2024-10-28 This volume reproduces primary texts which embody the
polymathic nature of the literature of science, and provides editorial overviews and extensive
references, to provide a resource for specialized academics and researchers with a broad cultural
interest in the long 18th century.

a question of identity women science and literature: Speaking for Nature Sylvia
Bowerbank, 2004-06-28 The book contains perceptions of nature and ecology in writings by English
women authors from the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries. Includes discussion of
works by the writers: Mary Wroth (ca. 1586-ca. 1640), Margaret Cavendish (1624?-1674), Mary Rich
Warwick (1625-1678), Catherine Talbot (1721-1770), Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797).

a question of identity women science and literature: British Weather and the Climate of
Enlightenment Jan Golinski, 2010-11-15 Enlightenment inquiries into the weather sought to impose
order on a force that had the power to alter human life and social conditions. British Weather and
the Climate of Enlightenment reveals how a new sense of the national climate emerged in the




eighteenth century from the systematic recording of the weather, and how it was deployed in
discussions of the health and welfare of the population. Enlightened intellectuals hailed climate’s
role in the development of civilization but acknowledged that human existence depended on natural
forces that would never submit to rational control. Reading the Enlightenment through the ideas,
beliefs, and practices concerning the weather, Jan Golinski aims to reshape our understanding of the
movement and its legacy for modern environmental thinking. With its combination of cultural history
and the history of science, British Weather and the Climate of Enlightenment counters the claim that
Enlightenment progress set humans against nature, instead revealing that intellectuals of the age
drew characteristically modern conclusions about the inextricability of nature and culture.

a question of identity women science and literature: Domestic Violence in Victorian and
Edwardian Fiction Jina Moon, 2016-04-26 This book opens the curtain on the crucial role played by
Victorian and Edwardian novelists in changing views of domestic violence. Examining the
mechanisms of domestic violence through the historical lenses of the law, crime, and economics, this
study illuminates these novelists’ depictions of wife-battering, including scenes in which women
witness their children being beaten or children witness their mothers’ beatings. This book also
shows how these representations interacted with changing paradigms of masculinity and femininity
at the time. Extending from the decades before the 1857 Divorce Act to the Suffrage era, the book
details the changing circumstances of conjugal violence and divorce in England. William Makepeace
Thackeray’s The Memoirs of Barry Lyndon, Esq. (1844) and Caroline Norton’s Stuart of Dunleath: A
Story of Modern Times (1851) expose the impact of class on reactions to domestic violence. Wilkie
Collins’s The Law and the Lady (1875) and Ouida’s (Marie Louise de la Ramé) Moths (1880) depict
proto-New Women figures who resist domestic violence, while traditional wife figures continue to
fall victim. In Mona Caird’s The Wing of Azrael (1889) and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Hound of
the Baskervilles (1902) and “The Adventure of the Abbey Grange” (1904), protagonists exact their
own justice on perpetrators of domestic violence. By the Edwardian period, it was clear that
legislation alone could not solve the problems of domestic violence. Constance Maud’s No Surrender
(1911) adroitly links wife-battering with public violence against suffragettes, exposing the
underlying British socio-cultural system that maintained women'’s subordination.

a question of identity women science and literature: Secrecy and Disclosure in Victorian
Fiction Leila Silvana May, 2016-07-15 Why were the Victorians more fascinated with secrecy than
people of other periods? What is the function of secrets in Victorian fiction and in the society
depicted, how does it differ from that of other periods, and how did readers of Victorian fiction
respond to the secrecy they encountered? These are some of the questions Leila May poses in her
study of the dynamics of secrecy and disclosure in fiction from Queen Victoria's coronation to the
century's end. May argues that the works of writers such as Charlotte Bronte, William Makepeace
Thackeray, Mary Elizabeth Braddon, Edward Bulwer-Lytton, and Arthur Conan Doyle reflect a
distinctly Victorian obsession with the veiling and unveiling of information. She argues that there
are two opposing vectors in Victorian culture concerning secrecy and subjectivity, one presupposing
a form of radical Cartesian selfhood always remaining a secret to other selves and another showing
that nothing can be hidden from the trained eye. (May calls the relation between these clashing
tendencies the dialectics of secrecy and disclosure.) May's theories of secrecy and disclosure are
informed by the work of twentieth-century social scientists. She emphasizes Georg Simmel's thesis
that sociality and subjectivity are impossible without secrecy and Erving Goffman's claim that
sociality can be understood in terms of performativity, the presentation of the self in everyday life,
and his revelation that performance always involves disguise, hence secrecy. May's study offers
convincing evidence that secrecy and duplicity, in contrast to the Victorian period's emphasis on
honesty and earnestness, emerged in response to the social pressures of class, gender, monarchy,
and empire, and were key factors in producing both the subjectivity and the sociality that we now
recognize as Victorian.

a question of identity women science and literature: Beyond the Cyborg Margret
Grebowicz, Helen Merrick, 2013-07-09 This long-overdue volume explores Donna Haraway's




influence on feminist theory and philosophy, paying particular attention to her more recent work on
companion species, rather than her Manifesto for Cyborgs.

a question of identity women science and literature: Nervous Conditions Elizabeth Green
Musselman, 2012-02-01 Nervous Conditions explores the role of the body in the development of
modern science, challenging the myth that modern science is built on a bedrock of objectivity and
confident empiricism. In this fascinating look into the private world of British natural
philosophers—including John Dalton, Lord Kelvin, Charles Babbage, John Herschel, and many
others—Elizabeth Green Musselman shows how the internal workings of their bodies played an
important part in the sciences' movement to the center of modern life, and how a scientific
community and a nation struggled their way into existence. Many of these natural philosophers
endured serious nervous difficulties, particularly vision problems. They turned these weaknesses
into strengths, however, by claiming that their well-disciplined mental skills enabled them to
transcend their bodily frailties. Their adeptness at transcendence, they asserted, explained why men
of science belonged at the heart of modern life, and qualified them to address such problems as
unifying the British provinces into one nation, managing the industrial workplace, and
accommodating religious plurality.

a question of identity women science and literature: Gone Girls, 1684-1901 Nora Gilbert,
2023 Gone Girls, 1684-1901 examines how the persistent trope in eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century British novels of female characters running away from home helped to shape
both the novel form and modern feminism.

a question of identity women science and literature: Mary Wollstonecraft and the
Feminist Imagination Barbara Taylor, 2003-03-13 In the two centuries since Mary Wollstonecraft
published A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792), she has become an icon of modern feminism:
a stature that has paradoxically obscured her real historic significance. In this in-depth 2003 study
of Wollstonecraft's thought, Barbara Taylor develops an alternative reading of her as a writer
steeped in the utopianism of Britain's radical Enlightenment. Wollstonecraft's feminist aspirations,
Taylor shows, were part of a revolutionary programme for universal equality and moral perfection
that reached its zenith during the political upheavals of the 1790s but had its roots in the
radical-Protestant Enlightenment. Drawing on all of Wollstonecraft's works, and locating them in a
vividly detailed account of her intellectual world and troubled personal history, Taylor provides a
compelling portrait of this fascinating and profoundly influential thinker.

a question of identity women science and literature: Those Who Play With Fire Henrietta
Moore, Todd Sanders, Bwire Kaare, 2020-08-20 Whether initiating girls or healing cattle, bringing
rain or protesting taxation, many in Africa share a vision of a world where the cultural, symbolic and
cosmic categories of 'male' and 'female' serve, through ritual, to both reimagine and transform the
world. Those Who Play With Fire introduces recent gender theory to the analysis of African
ethnography, exploring the ways in which ideational gender categories permeate African systems of
thought and ritual practices. Thus, the book provides a powerful framework with which to evaluate
previous ethnographic material on Africa. In addition, Those Who Play With Fire presents a broad
range of new case studies - of hunter-gatherers, agriculturalists and pastoralists - revealing the
varied and complex ways in which African ideas and ideals of what it means to be 'male’ and 'female
broadly inform and give meaning to a wide range of transformative rituals.

a question of identity women science and literature: Cyberfiction P. Youngquist,
2010-03-29 Cyberfiction: After the Future explores a world where cybernetics sets the terms for life
and culture - our world of ubiquitous info-tech, instantaneous capital flows, and immanent
catastrophe. Economics fuses with technology to create a new kind of speculative fiction:
cyberfiction. Paul Youngquist reveals the ways in which J. G. Ballard, Philip K. Dick, Samuel Delany,
Octavia Butler, and William Gibson, among others, map a territory where information reigns
supreme and the future is becoming a thing of the past.

a question of identity women science and literature: Nature's Body Londa L. Schiebinger,
2004 Eighteenth-century natural historians created a peculiar, and peculiarly durable, vision of




nature--one that embodied the sexual and racial tensions of that era. When plants were found to
reproduce sexually, eighteenth-century botanists ascribed to them passionate relations, polyandrous
marriages, and suicidal incest, and accounts of steamy plant sex began to infiltrate the botanical
literature of the day. Naturalists also turned their attention to the great apes just becoming known
to eighteenth-century Europeans, clothing the females in silk vestments and training them to sip tea
with the modest demeanor of English matrons, while imagining the males of the species fully
capable of ravishing women.

a question of identity women science and literature: Everyday Nature: Knowledge of the
Natural World in Colonial New York , 2007 In Everyday Nature, Sara Gronim shows how scientific
advances were received in the early modern world, from the time Europeans settled in America until
just before the American Revolution. Settlers approached a wide range of innovations, such as
smallpox inoculation, maps and surveys, Copernican cosmology, and Ben Franklin's experiments
with electricity, with great skepticism. New Yorkers in particular were distrustful because of the
chronic political and religious factionalism in the colony. Those discoveries that could be easily
reconciled with existing beliefs about healing the sick, agricultural practices, and the revolution of
the planets were more readily embraced.

a question of identity women science and literature: The Victorian Freak Show Lillian
Craton, 2009 The Victorian freak show was at once mainstream and subversive. Spectacles of
strange, exotic, and titillating bodies drew large middle-class audiences in England throughout much
of the nineteenth century, and souvenir portraits of performing freaks even found their way into
Victorian family albums. At the same time, the imagery and practices of the freak show shocked
Victorian sensibilities and sparked controversy about both the boundaries of physical normalcy and
morality in entertainment. Marketing tactics for the freak show often made use of common
ideological assumptions - compulsory female domesticity and British imperial authority, for instance
- but reflected these ideas with the surreal distortion of a fun-house mirror. Not surprisingly, the
popular fiction written for middle-class Victorian readers also calls upon imagery of extreme physical
difference, and the odd-bodied characters that people nineteenth-century fiction raise meaningful
questions about the relationships between physical difference and the social expectations that
shaped Victorian life. This book is primarily an aesthetic analysis of freak show imagery as it appears
in Victorian popular fiction, including the works of Charles Dickens, Wilkie Collins, Guy de
Maupassant, Florence Marryat, and Lewis Carroll. It argues that, in spite of a strong
nineteenth-century impulse to define and defend normalcy, images of radical physical difference are
often framed in surprisingly positive ways in Victorian fiction. The dwarves, fat people, and bearded
ladies who intrude on the more conventional imagery of Victorian novels serve to shift the meaning
of those works' main plots and characters, sometimes sharpening satires of the nineteenth-century
treatment of the poor or disabled, sometimes offering new traits and behaviors as supplements for
restrictive social norms. --Book Jacket.

a question of identity women science and literature: The British Atlantic World,
1500-1800 David Armitage, Michael J. Braddick, 2009-01-15 This core textbook gathers an
international team of historians to present a comprehensive account of the central themes in the
histories of Britain, British America, and the British Caribbean seen in Atlantic perspective. This
collection of individual essays provides an accessible overview of essential themes, such as the state,
empire, migration, the economy, religion, race, class, gender, politics, and slavery. This new and
revised edition brings this text up to date with recent work in the field of Atlantic history and
extends its scope to cover themes not treated in the first edition, notably the history of science and
global history. Placing the British Atlantic world in imperial and global contexts, this book offers an
indispensable survey of one of the liveliest fields of current historical enquiry. This text is a primary
resource for both undergraduate and postgraduate students of History, particularly those taking
modules on Early Modern British History, Colonial American History, Early American History,
Caribbean History, Atlantic History and World History. Together, the essays also provide a useful
starting point for researchers in British, American, imperial and Atlantic history. New to this Edition:



- Updated and expanded to take account of new research - Two new essays treating 'Science' and
‘The British Atlantic World in Global Perspective' - Timeline of British Atlantic history - A revised
Introduction and updated guides to further reading

a question of identity women science and literature: Frankenstein Harold Bloom, 2009
Presents a collection of writings exploring the characters from Mary Shelley's Frankenstein.
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