
the old scofield study bible
The Enduring Legacy of the Old Scofield Study Bible

the old scofield study bible holds a special place in the history of biblical scholarship
and evangelical Christianity. Since its first publication in the early 20th century, it has
influenced generations of readers, pastors, and scholars through its distinctive approach
to Bible study. But what exactly makes the old Scofield Study Bible so significant, and why
does it continue to be referenced and cherished today? Let’s delve into its origins,
distinctive features, and lasting impact.

The Origins and Historical Context of the Old
Scofield Study Bible

To appreciate the old Scofield Study Bible, it helps to understand its background. The
original edition was published in 1909 by Cyrus I. Scofield, an American theologian and
minister. The timing of its release was pivotal; the early 20th century was a period of
growing interest in systematic Bible study and the dissemination of evangelical doctrine in
the United States.

Scofield was not just interested in producing another Bible edition; he aimed to create a
study Bible that would help laypeople grasp complex theological concepts, especially those
related to dispensationalism—a framework that divides biblical history into distinct
periods or “dispensations” of God’s interaction with humanity.

Who Was Cyrus I. Scofield?

Understanding Scofield himself sheds light on the Bible’s distinctive approach. Before
becoming a minister, Scofield had a tumultuous life, including struggles with personal
challenges. However, after his conversion, he dedicated himself to ministry and
scholarship. His theological views were heavily influenced by premillennial
dispensationalism, a viewpoint that strongly shaped the editorial notes and commentary in
his study Bible.

What Sets the Old Scofield Study Bible Apart?

The old Scofield Study Bible distinguished itself from other study Bibles available at the
time through several key features.



Comprehensive Cross-References and Marginal Notes

One of the Bible’s most praised elements is its extensive system of cross-references and
marginal notes. These notes guide readers to related passages across the Old and New
Testaments, helping to connect themes and prophecies. This feature was revolutionary for
its day, as it encouraged a more interconnected and thematic understanding of Scripture.

Dispensational Framework

At the heart of the Scofield Study Bible’s commentary lies the dispensationalist
interpretation. This means the notes often categorize biblical events into different
dispensations, such as the Age of Law, Grace, and the Kingdom. This approach offered
readers a way to interpret prophecy and Scripture in a chronological and thematic manner
that was accessible to those outside academic theology.

The Inclusion of Doctrinal Outlines

The old Scofield Study Bible also includes detailed doctrinal outlines and summaries that
provide readers with clear overviews of biblical teachings. These outlines served as study
aids for individuals and church groups alike, supporting systematic theological education.

The Impact of the Old Scofield Study Bible on
Bible Study and Evangelicalism

The influence of the old Scofield Study Bible extends far beyond its initial publication. For
many decades, it was the go-to resource for evangelicals seeking to deepen their
understanding of Scripture, especially in North America.

Popularizing Dispensationalism

Before Scofield’s work, dispensational theology was largely confined to seminary
classrooms and a few theological circles. The study Bible’s accessible notes helped
popularize this worldview among everyday believers. This had lasting effects on American
evangelicalism and even on wider cultural perceptions of biblical prophecy, including
interpretations of end-times theology.

Shaping Preaching and Teaching

Many pastors and Bible teachers relied on the Scofield notes to prepare sermons and
lessons. Its influence can be seen in the widespread adoption of premillennialism in



evangelical churches throughout the 20th century. The Bible’s emphasis on prophecy,
Israel, and the second coming of Christ shaped preaching styles and theological emphases.

Using the Old Scofield Study Bible Today

Despite being over a century old, the old Scofield Study Bible remains a valuable tool for
modern readers interested in historical perspectives on Scripture and dispensationalist
interpretations.

Appreciating Its Historical Value

For students of theology and church history, this edition offers insight into early 20th-
century evangelical thought. The language and style of the notes reflect the era’s
theological priorities and concerns, making it a fascinating study in how biblical
interpretation has evolved.

Tips for Modern Readers

- **Compare with Contemporary Study Bibles:** Since the original Scofield edition, many
study Bibles with updated scholarship have emerged. Comparing notes can broaden
understanding and highlight how interpretations have developed.
- **Understand Its Theological Lens:** Recognizing the dispensational framework helps
readers critically engage with the commentary rather than accepting it uncritically.
- **Use as a Supplement:** While it provides valuable insights, it’s best used alongside
other biblical resources for a balanced study approach.

Collecting and Identifying the Old Scofield Study
Bible

For collectors and Bible enthusiasts, the old Scofield Study Bible is a prized possession.
Early printings, especially those from the first few decades after 1909, can be quite rare
and valuable.

Distinguishing Features of Early Editions

- **Binding and Cover:** Original editions often feature leather or cloth bindings with
distinctive gold embossing.
- **Publication Details:** The 1909 first edition and subsequent early printings can usually
be identified by their publishing imprint and typography.
- **Interior Layout:** The classic double-column format with extensive marginal notes is a



hallmark.

Knowing these details can help collectors authenticate an edition and assess its condition
and value.

Why the Old Scofield Study Bible Still Matters

In a world flooded with countless Bible translations and study editions, the old Scofield
Study Bible stands out as a landmark work that shaped how many people approach
Scripture. Its combination of accessible notes, systematic theology, and practical study
tools created a template that many modern study Bibles have since followed.

Whether you’re a theologian, a student of church history, or simply a curious reader,
exploring the old Scofield Study Bible offers a window into a formative chapter of
evangelical thought and biblical interpretation. Its enduring legacy reminds us of the
power of thoughtful study aids to deepen faith and understanding across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Old Scofield Study Bible?
The Old Scofield Study Bible refers to the original editions of the Scofield Reference Bible,
first published in 1909, which includes extensive study notes and cross-references
compiled by Cyrus I. Scofield to help readers understand the Bible from a
dispensationalist perspective.

Why is the Scofield Study Bible considered important in
Christian studies?
The Scofield Study Bible is considered important because it popularized dispensational
theology, influenced evangelical thought in the 20th century, and provided a structured
framework for studying Scripture with detailed notes, making it a foundational resource
for many Bible students.

How does the Old Scofield Study Bible differ from
modern study Bibles?
The Old Scofield Study Bible primarily focuses on dispensationalist theology and prophecy,
with notes reflecting early 20th-century scholarship, whereas modern study Bibles often
include a broader range of theological perspectives, updated language, and recent
archaeological and biblical research.



Are the study notes in the Old Scofield Study Bible still
considered accurate today?
While many of the doctrinal insights in the Old Scofield Study Bible remain influential,
some historical and scientific interpretations have been updated or challenged by modern
scholarship, so readers often supplement it with more recent study resources for a
balanced understanding.

Where can I find a copy of the Old Scofield Study Bible?
Copies of the Old Scofield Study Bible can be found through online retailers, antique
bookstores, and digital archives. Some editions are also available for free online in public
domain formats, allowing access to the original 1909 notes and commentary.

Additional Resources
The Old Scofield Study Bible: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

the old scofield study bible holds a significant place in the history of biblical scholarship
and evangelical study Bibles. First published in 1909, this edition has influenced
generations of readers, pastors, and theologians with its distinctive annotations and
dispensationalist framework. Understanding the legacy, features, and controversies
surrounding the old Scofield Study Bible reveals much about its enduring impact on
Christian thought and the ways in which study Bibles shape scriptural interpretation.

Historical Context and Background

The Scofield Reference Bible, commonly referred to as the old Scofield Study Bible, was
edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, an American theologian and minister. Its publication by
the Oxford University Press marked a turning point in biblical study during the early 20th
century. Scofield’s notes and cross-references were revolutionary for their time,
presenting an organized system of biblical interpretation known as dispensationalism. This
theological approach divides history into distinct periods or dispensations, emphasizing
God’s dealings with humanity in different eras.

Before the Scofield Bible, annotated study Bibles existed, but none had achieved the
widespread popularity or doctrinal influence of this edition. Scofield’s work was designed
to be accessible to lay readers, pastors, and scholars alike, providing a comprehensive
framework that guided readers through complex theological concepts embedded in the
biblical text.

Key Features of the Old Scofield Study Bible

The old Scofield Study Bible is characterized by several distinctive features that set it



apart from other study Bibles of its time and beyond:

Dispensationalist Notes and Commentary

Central to the Scofield Study Bible is its detailed marginal notes and commentary that
promote a dispensationalist viewpoint. These notes interpret scripture through the lens of
distinct dispensations such as Innocence, Conscience, Human Government, Promise, Law,
Grace, and the Kingdom. This structure affects how readers understand prophecy,
salvation history, and eschatology.

Cross-References and Outlines

Scofield’s Bible includes extensive cross-references that connect verses to related
passages throughout the Old and New Testaments. This feature enhances scriptural study
by encouraging readers to see the Bible as a unified whole. Additionally, chapter and
section outlines provide a clear organizational framework that aids comprehension.

Study Aids and Introductions

The old Scofield Study Bible includes introductory materials for each book of the Bible,
offering historical context, authorship, and theological themes. These introductions help
readers approach each biblical book with informed perspectives.

King James Version Text

The text of the old Scofield Study Bible is based on the King James Version (KJV), which
was the predominant English translation at the time. The KJV’s poetic language and
widespread use made it a familiar and authoritative choice for readers in the early 20th
century.

Comparative Analysis with Other Study Bibles

When compared to modern study Bibles such as the NIV Study Bible or the ESV Study
Bible, the old Scofield Study Bible presents both strengths and limitations. Its emphasis on
dispensationalism offers a coherent theological system that has been influential within
evangelical circles, but this focus also narrows interpretative diversity.

Modern study Bibles tend to adopt a broader range of theological perspectives and
incorporate recent archaeological and textual scholarship. They often utilize contemporary
translations that are more accessible to modern readers. In contrast, the old Scofield
Study Bible’s reliance on the KJV and early 20th-century scholarship can sometimes feel



dated.

Nevertheless, for those interested in the history of evangelical theology or
dispensationalism, the Scofield Study Bible remains a seminal resource.

Pros and Cons of the Old Scofield Study Bible

Pros: Clear dispensational framework; extensive cross-references; accessible
annotations for lay readers; influential in shaping evangelical doctrine.

Cons: Theological bias toward dispensationalism; dated language of the KJV; limited
engagement with modern biblical scholarship; some notes reflect early 20th-century
cultural assumptions.

Theological Impact and Legacy

The old Scofield Study Bible’s influence extends beyond its role as a study aid. It helped
popularize dispensational premillennialism, a theological perspective that became
dominant in American evangelicalism throughout the 20th century. This eschatological
view, which anticipates a literal thousand-year reign of Christ on earth following a
rapture, has shaped preaching, teaching, and even political attitudes in various Christian
communities.

Moreover, Scofield’s approach encouraged a literalist reading of prophecy and scripture,
which contrasted with more allegorical or historical-critical methods prevalent in other
traditions. This had the effect of reinforcing conservative evangelical positions and
encouraging scriptural inerrancy.

Controversies and Criticisms

Despite its popularity, the old Scofield Study Bible has not been without criticism.
Scholars and theologians have pointed out that its dispensational framework imposes a
rigid interpretative system that can overshadow the nuance and diversity of biblical texts.
Critics argue that Scofield’s notes sometimes promote theological agendas at the expense
of balanced exegesis.

Additionally, some readers find the early 20th-century language and cultural references
dated or challenging to relate to. The Bible’s exclusive use of the KJV limits accessibility
for those unfamiliar with its archaic English.



Collector’s Value and Editions

Today, original printings of the old Scofield Study Bible are prized by collectors and
biblical scholars. First editions and early print runs can command significant value due to
their historical importance. Several reprints and facsimile editions are available, allowing
a new generation to engage with this classic study Bible.

Collectors often seek specific features such as the original binding, dust jackets, and
annotations that reflect the earliest editorial work by Scofield. These editions serve as a
window into the development of American evangelicalism and the evolution of study Bible
literature.

Modern Revisions and Adaptations

Recognizing the demand for updated versions, later editions of the Scofield Study Bible
have been published with modern translations like the New International Version (NIV)
and the New American Standard Bible (NASB). These revisions aim to retain Scofield’s
dispensational notes while making the biblical text more accessible to contemporary
readers.

However, purists often prefer the original old Scofield Study Bible for its historical
authenticity, despite the linguistic challenges.

Conclusion

The old Scofield Study Bible remains a landmark publication in the landscape of biblical
study tools. Its pioneering use of dispensationalist notes, extensive cross-references, and
accessible commentary has left a lasting imprint on evangelical Bible reading and
theology. While its dated language and theological biases may limit its appeal for some
modern readers, its historical significance and doctrinal influence are undeniable. For
scholars, collectors, and those interested in the roots of 20th-century evangelicalism, the
old Scofield Study Bible provides a valuable and insightful resource.
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