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Teaching Art and Design in the Primary School: Nurturing Creativity from an
Early Age

teaching art and design in the primary school is an exciting and essential
part of a child’s education. It goes beyond just learning how to draw or
paint; it fosters creativity, critical thinking, and self-expression.
Introducing young learners to art and design helps them develop a range of
skills that are invaluable in many areas of life, from problem-solving to
communication. In this article, we’ll explore the significance of teaching
art and design in the primary school, practical strategies for educators, and
ways to make lessons both engaging and meaningful.

The Importance of Teaching Art and Design in
the Primary School

Children are naturally curious and imaginative. When art and design are
integrated into the primary curriculum, it nurtures these innate qualities.
Art education is not just about creating beautiful pictures; it encourages
children to observe the world around them, experiment with different
materials, and communicate ideas visually and emotionally.

Moreover, learning art and design helps develop fine motor skills through
activities like cutting, drawing, and painting. It also strengthens cognitive
abilities such as spatial awareness, pattern recognition, and decision-
making. By engaging in creative projects, students gain confidence and learn
to embrace mistakes as part of the learning process.

Supporting Emotional and Social Development

Art often serves as a safe space for children to express their feelings.
Whether they’re drawing a picture of their family or designing a pattern,
kids can communicate emotions that might be difficult to verbalize. This
emotional outlet promotes mental well-being and empathy, especially when
students share their work with peers and discuss their creative choices.

Teaching art and design in the primary school also encourages collaboration.
Group projects and peer feedback sessions teach children to listen, respect
different viewpoints, and work together towards common goals. These social
skills are crucial not only in the classroom but throughout life.



Effective Strategies for Teaching Art and
Design in the Primary School

Implementing art and design lessons that captivate young learners requires a
thoughtful approach. Here are some strategies that can make teaching art both
effective and enjoyable.

Incorporate Cross-Curricular Connections

One of the best ways to enrich art lessons is by linking them to other
subjects. For example, students can create artwork inspired by stories they
read in literacy, or explore geometric shapes and symmetry through design
projects in math. This interdisciplinary teaching helps children see how art
connects to the wider world and reinforces learning in multiple areas
simultaneously.

Use Diverse Materials and Techniques

Variety keeps students engaged and stimulates creativity. Introducing a wide
range of media—such as watercolors, clay, fabric, recycled materials, or
digital tools—allows children to experiment and discover their preferences.
It also broadens their understanding of art and design as diverse fields with
endless possibilities.

Create a Safe and Inclusive Environment

It’s crucial to foster a classroom atmosphere where every child feels
comfortable expressing themselves. Avoid overly rigid instructions that limit
creativity; instead, encourage exploration and personal interpretation.
Celebrate all efforts and emphasize that there’s no “right” or “wrong” way to
create art. This mindset helps build self-esteem and nurtures a lifelong
appreciation for creativity.

Planning Curriculum and Assessment in Art and
Design

Designing an art curriculum that meets educational standards while remaining
flexible and enjoyable can be challenging. Here’s how to approach it
thoughtfully.



Set Clear Learning Objectives

When planning lessons, define what skills or concepts you want students to
develop. These might include understanding color theory, mastering basic
drawing techniques, or learning about famous artists and cultural art forms.
Clear objectives guide instruction and help measure student progress.

Balance Skill Development and Creative Freedom

While teaching foundational skills is important, it’s equally vital to allow
children space for experimentation. Structured exercises can teach
techniques, but open-ended projects foster imagination and problem-solving.
Finding the right balance encourages both discipline and innovation.

Use Formative and Reflective Assessment

Assessment in art and design should focus on growth and effort rather than
just the final product. Observing how students approach tasks, their ability
to critique their own work, and their engagement in the creative process
provides valuable insights. Reflection activities, such as artist journals or
group discussions, promote deeper understanding and self-awareness.

Engaging Parents and the Wider Community

Art education flourishes when it extends beyond the classroom walls.
Involving parents and local communities can enrich the experience for
students.

Organize Exhibitions and Showcases

Displaying children’s artwork in school galleries or community centers
celebrates their achievements and boosts confidence. It also helps parents
appreciate the importance of art education and encourages ongoing support at
home.

Collaborate with Local Artists and Institutions

Inviting artists to conduct workshops or arranging visits to museums
introduces students to professional art practices and cultural heritage.
These real-world connections inspire curiosity and broaden perspectives.



Overcoming Challenges in Teaching Art and
Design in Primary Schools

Despite its many benefits, teaching art and design in the primary school can
face obstacles such as limited resources, time constraints, and varying
levels of teacher confidence.

Making the Most of Available Resources

Not all schools have extensive budgets for art supplies or technology.
However, creativity can thrive with simple, everyday materials like paper,
cardboard, fabric scraps, or natural objects. Encouraging students to recycle
and repurpose materials also teaches sustainability—a valuable lesson in
itself.

Time Management and Integration

With crowded curricula, finding time for art lessons can be tough.
Integrating art projects into other subjects or organizing periodic art days
can ensure creativity remains a regular part of school life without
overwhelming schedules.

Professional Development for Teachers

Not all primary school teachers feel confident delivering art and design
lessons. Offering professional development opportunities focused on art
pedagogy, practical techniques, and curriculum planning can empower
educators. Sharing resources and collaborating with art specialists also
enhances teaching quality.

The Lasting Impact of Art and Design Education

When children engage with art and design from a young age, they develop
skills and mindsets that benefit them throughout their academic journey and
beyond. Creativity nurtured in primary school fosters innovation, resilience,
and a lifelong love of learning. Teaching art and design in the primary
school is not just about creating artists—it’s about shaping well-rounded,
expressive, and thoughtful individuals ready to contribute meaningfully to
society.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are effective strategies for integrating art
and design into the primary school curriculum?

Effective strategies include project-based learning, cross-curricular
connections, using diverse materials and techniques, encouraging creativity
and self-expression, and incorporating technology to enhance engagement.

How can teachers assess student progress in art and
design at the primary level?

Assessment can be done through portfolios, observational checklists, self-
assessments, peer reviews, and evaluating creativity, technique, effort, and
understanding of concepts rather than just the final product.

What role does art and design education play in the
overall development of primary school students?

Art and design education supports cognitive development, fine motor skills,
cultural awareness, critical thinking, problem-solving, and emotional
expression, contributing to a well-rounded education.

How can primary school teachers foster creativity
and innovation in art and design lessons?

Teachers can foster creativity by providing open-ended tasks, encouraging
experimentation, avoiding overemphasis on 'right' answers, promoting
collaboration, and creating a safe environment for risk-taking and
expression.

What are some challenges primary teachers face when
teaching art and design, and how can they be
overcome?

Challenges include limited resources, lack of confidence in teaching art, and
time constraints. These can be overcome by using low-cost materials,
professional development, integrating art with other subjects, and leveraging
community resources.

How can technology be used to enhance art and design
education in primary schools?

Technology can enhance art education through digital drawing tools,
interactive apps, virtual galleries, video tutorials, and opportunities for



collaboration, making learning more engaging and accessible.

Additional Resources

Teaching Art and Design in the Primary School: Cultivating Creativity and
Critical Thinking

Teaching art and design in the primary school has long been recognized as a
vital component of a well-rounded education. Beyond the surface appeal of
colorful drawings and crafts, art education nurtures essential cognitive,
social, and emotional skills in young learners. As educational paradigms
evolve, the role of art and design in primary education is gaining renewed
attention for its potential to foster creativity, problem-solving abilities,
and cultural awareness among children. This article explores the multifaceted
aspects of teaching art and design in the primary school, examining
pedagogical approaches, curriculum integration, and the broader implications
for student development.

The Significance of Art and Design in Early
Education

Art and design education at the primary level serves multiple functions: it
acts as a medium for self-expression, a tool for developing fine motor
skills, and a platform for understanding visual culture. Research indicates
that children engaged in regular art activities show improved performance in
other academic areas, particularly in reading and mathematics, due to
enhanced pattern recognition and spatial reasoning. Moreover, art education
encourages divergent thinking, allowing pupils to approach problems from
multiple perspectives.

Teaching art and design in the primary school also contributes to emotional
intelligence. Young students learn to articulate feelings and experiences
through artistic media, which can be especially beneficial for those who may
struggle with verbal communication. In multicultural classrooms, art offers a
universal language that bridges cultural divides, fostering inclusivity and
empathy.

Curriculum Integration and Pedagogical Strategies

Integrating art and design into the primary curriculum requires a careful
balance between structured objectives and creative freedom. Many educational
systems emphasize STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and
Mathematics) frameworks, recognizing art’s role in complementing technical
subjects. Within this context, teaching art and design in the primary school
transcends traditional craft projects, incorporating design thinking and



digital media literacy.

Effective pedagogical approaches include project-based learning, where
students undertake design challenges that simulate real-world problems. For
example, children might be tasked with designing posters that promote
environmental awareness, merging artistic skills with social studies.
Inquiry-based learning also encourages students to explore materials and
techniques independently, fostering curiosity and experimentation.

Teachers must be equipped not only with artistic skills but also with the
ability to nurture creativity and critical thinking. Professional development
programs focusing on contemporary art education methodologies can enhance
educators’ confidence and effectiveness in delivering art and design lessons.

Materials, Resources, and Technological Integration

The availability of diverse materials and resources significantly influences
the quality of art education in primary schools. Traditional supplies such as
paints, clay, and paper remain important, but there is an increasing emphasis
on incorporating digital tools like tablets, graphic design software, and
interactive whiteboards. These technologies expand the possibilities for
creative expression and prepare students for a digitalized world.

However, disparities in resource allocation can create unequal opportunities.
Schools in underfunded areas may struggle to provide adequate materials,
limiting students’ exposure to varied artistic experiences. Addressing this
gap 1is essential to ensure equitable access to the benefits of art and design
education.

Challenges and Considerations in Teaching Art
and Design

While the advantages of art education are substantial, teaching art and
design in the primary school is not without challenges. One significant issue
is the marginalization of art subjects in curricula dominated by standardized
testing and core academic subjects. Time constraints and pressure to meet
literacy and numeracy benchmarks can reduce the frequency and depth of art
instruction.

Additionally, some educators may lack formal training in art, leading to a
reliance on basic or repetitive activities that do not fully engage students.
The perception of art as a non-essential “extra” rather than a critical
component of learning can undermine its status within the school environment.

Assessment in art and design poses another complexity. Unlike subjects with
clear-cut right or wrong answers, art outcomes are inherently subjective.



Developing fair and constructive evaluation methods that acknowledge
creativity and effort rather than purely technical skill is an ongoing debate
among educators.

Strategies to Overcome Obstacles

To address these challenges, schools and policymakers can implement several
strategies:

Advocacy for Art Education: Raising awareness about the cognitive and
social benefits of art encourages its prioritization in school agendas.

Professional Development: Offering training workshops equips teachers
with updated pedagogical skills and confidence.

Flexible Curriculum Design: Integrating art projects that complement
other subjects can optimize instructional time and relevance.

Community Partnerships: Collaborating with local artists and cultural
institutions can enrich learning experiences and resource availability.

The Impact of Teaching Art and Design on
Student Development

The influence of teaching art and design in the primary school extends beyond
artistic skills. Studies demonstrate that students involved in art education
show improved self-esteem, resilience, and social skills. Group projects and
exhibitions encourage teamwork and communication, while individual creative
challenges foster independence and perseverance.

Furthermore, early exposure to art can identify and nurture talent,
potentially guiding students toward future careers in creative industries. In
an increasingly innovation-driven economy, such skills are invaluable.

Comparing International Approaches

Globally, approaches to teaching art and design in primary education vary
widely. For instance, countries like Finland and Japan integrate art
seamlessly into their holistic education models, emphasizing creativity and
student well-being. Conversely, in some regions, art education is limited or
sidelined due to resource constraints or differing educational priorities.



Comparative studies suggest that systems placing higher value on creative
subjects often see broader benefits in student engagement and academic
achievement. This correlation underscores the importance of policy support
and cultural attitudes toward art education.

As the education landscape continues to evolve, so too does the understanding
of art and design’s role in shaping well-rounded individuals. Teaching art
and design in the primary school should be viewed not merely as an enrichment
activity but as a foundational element that cultivates creativity, critical
thinking, and emotional intelligence—skills essential for success in the 21st
century and beyond.

Teaching Art And Design In The Primary School

teaching art and design in the primary school: Teaching Art & Design in the Primary
School Gloria Callaway, Abigail Leach, Mary Kear, 2013-12-19 First Published in 1999. It is difficult
to imagine a world without arts, with no drawing, music or painting for example. Few, if any,
cultures are without these elements. This accessible book roots the practical in the theoretical, to
explain carefully the principles which underpin practice, as well as offering a day-to-day reference
book for classroom use. It includes ideas and examples of cross-curricular work which retain the
integrity of visual arts teaching within the structures and strictures of today's primary schools.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Teaching Primary Art and Design Susan
Ogier, 2017-06-05 Trainee and beginning teachers often find it hard to plan for and teach good art
lessons as there is little guidance on subject knowledge and outstanding practice. This key text will
provide primary trainee teachers with subject knowledge, expert advice and guidance along with
practical solutions that are necessary to offer children the best possible experiences in art, craft and
design, to ensure that they have access to a broad and balanced curriculum. Through guidance and
support it will enable them to develop an understanding of the principles and values that underpin
high standards and high expectations, and show good progress in the subject.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Mastering Primary Art and Design Peter
Gregory, Claire March, Suzy Tutchell, 2020-02-20 Mastering Primary Art and Design introduces the
primary art and design curriculum and helps trainees and teachers learn how to plan and teach
inspiring lessons that make learning art and design irresistible. Topics covered include: - Current
developments in art and design - Art and design as an irresistible activity - Art and design as a
practical activity - Skills to develop in art and design - Promoting curiosity - Assessing children in art
and design - Practical issues This guide includes examples of children's work, case studies, readings
to reflect upon and reflective questions that all help to show students and teachers what is
considered to be best and most innovative practice, and how they can use that knowledge in their
own teaching to the greatest effect. The book draws on the experience of three leading professionals
in primary art and design, Peter Gregory, Claire March and Suzy Tutchell, to provide the essential
guide to teaching art and design for all trainee and qualified primary teachers.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Teaching Art and Design 3-11 Sue Cox,
Robert Watts, 2016-08-25 Whether you are beginning a teacher education course or embarking on a
career in teaching, this introductory textbook provides comprehensive information on how to meet
the standards for the effective teaching of art and design in foundation and primary settings. The
authors offer comprehensive guidance on everything from reflecting on your own subject knowledge
as a teacher to organizing the classroom, planning your lessons, using a variety of art processes and
using artists' work in your teaching.


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-186/teaching-art-and-design-in-the-primary-school.pdf

teaching art and design in the primary school: Teaching Primary Art Jean Edwards,
2014-06-03 Teaching Primary Art is an introductory textbook for those training to teach and support
learning in art in the primary school. The book first explores the underpinning philosophy and
pedagogy of teaching and learning art, including why we teach it; planning and assessment; and
teaching and support strategies. Then it covers the practical aspects of teaching art, including a list
of useful vocabulary to encourage talk around art and links to cross-curricular learning.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Teaching Art to Young Children Rob Barnes,
2015-04-24 How can teachers develop best practice in art teaching? This fully updated third edition
of Rob Barnes’ classic text blends practical ideas with sound principles of art education. Teachers
and student teachers will find a range of ideas and tried and tested classroom examples; whilst for
those looking for firm principles of art teaching and ‘best practice’ this book presents many
important issues in art education with clarity and insight. Based on first-hand experience of teaching
children, this text uses many examples from early years and primary school contexts, and tackles
essential topics with realism and imagination such as: developing skills through using media how
children draw encouraging artistic confidence in children producing original artwork and making
use of digital imagery Rob Barnes’ unique approach encourages teachers to develop and think about
art as part of a rich curriculum of learning, highlighting how it shouldn’t be taught in isolation but
with purposeful links to other areas of the curriculum.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Teaching Primary Art and Design Paul
Key, Jayne Stillman, 2009-09-07 This book introduces trainees and newly qualified primary teachers
to the teaching of art and design in primary schools. It helps students gain an appreciation of what
constitutes good practice in primary art and design and how they can go about achieving it. To meet
the different needs of students, the book identifies varying levels of experience, creativity and
confidence, and offers suggestions for applying these levels to the classroom. The book covers key
areas of the art and design curriculum for Early Years Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage
2, considering both their discrete and developmental characteristics.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Primary Arts Education David Holt, 1997
First published in 1997. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Art in Education D. Atkinson, 2002
Distinctive and unique in its approach, this book opens up art education to the broader field of social
enquiry into practice, subjectivity and identity. It draws upon important developments in
contemporary philosophy and the social sciences and applies this to the professional field of art in
education. It opens new perspectives for teachers, teacher educators and student teachers.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Learning to Teach Art and Design in the
Secondary School Nicholas Addison, Lesley Burgess, 2007-12-19 Learning to Teach Art and Design
in the Secondary School advocates art, craft and design as useful, critical, transforming, and
therefore fundamental to a plural society. It offers a conceptual and practical framework for
understanding the diverse nature of art and design in education at KS3 and the 14-19 curriculum. It
provides support and guidance for learning and teaching in art and design, suggesting strategies to
motivate and engage pupils in making, discussing and evaluating visual and material culture. With
reference to current debates, Learning to Teach Art and Design in the Secondary School explores a
range of approaches to teaching and learning, it raises issues, questions orthodoxies and identifies
new directions. The chapters examine: ways of learning planning and resourcing attitudes to making
critical studies values and critical pedagogy. The book is designed to provide underpinning theory
and address issues for student teachers on PGCE and initial teacher education courses in Art and
Design. It will also be of relevance and value to teachers in school with designated responsibility for
supervision.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Understanding Art in Primary Schools Les
Tickle, 1996 Young children are required not only to produce art, but also to study it - understanding
the huge variety of art from different places and time. How do teachers tackle this when most of
them have not studied art themselves?




teaching art and design in the primary school: Teaching the Arts in the Primary
Curriculum Susan Ogier, Suzy Tutchell, 2021-05-29 Learning in the arts does not fit in with simple,
conventional methodologies for teaching and assessing in the traditional sense, but it has an
immense power to transform children's understanding of the world around them, and their lives.
Many jobs, currently and of the future, will demand the skills that learning in the arts will develop.
This book brings Arts Education sharply into focus as a meaningful, learning experience for children
of pre-school and primary age (3-11 years). It reinforces the potential for the wide range of physical,
mental and emotional development, through learning opportunities that engagement in arts practice
facilitates. Provides insight into how teachers can support children to consider contemporary
challenges that face their generation. Includes expert voices from the world of education to
demonstrate an expansive, and perhaps surprising, view of where and how the Arts can be found.
Shows how we can bring the arts so easily into our curriculum, and into our classrooms.

teaching art and design in the primary school: The Pictorial World of the Child Maureen
Cox, 2005-11-17 This lavishly illustrated book gives a comprehensive and scholarly account of
children's understanding and appreciation of art and their developing ability to produce their own
pictures. It discusses the main influences on children's picture-making, and considers the intriguing
question, does children's art follow the same pattern of development as the history of art? As well as
discussing the artistic development of typically developing children, the book also includes a
discussion of children with intellectual disabilities and those with a talent for art, some of whom are
children with autism.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Readings in Primary Art Education Steve
Herne, Sue Cox, Robert Watts, 2009 Readings in Primary Art Education focuses on the challenges of
and approaches to teaching art to primary-school students. Drawn from articles originally published
in the International Journal of Art and Design, this volume gathers the work of the best scholars in
the field and provides a critical framework for developing methods of teaching art to young students.
Capturing the key issues and debates that are shaping both curricula and practice, Readings in
Primary Art Education is an essential starting point for anyone involved in art education. This
collection of essays will be a welcome addition to art and design education and will be of interest to
those active in primary art and design education, including practicing teachers and scholars.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Planning for Adaptive Teaching in the
Primary Curriculum Charlotte Mosey, Jack Stothard, 2025-08-22 How do I plan for Adaptive
Teaching in the primary National Curriculum? Do different subjects need a different Adaptive
Teaching approach? How do I anticipate the needs of the children in my class and plan for them in
all curriculum subjects? Planning for Adaptive Teaching in the Primary Curriculum helps you to
answer these questions. It is a practical guide for trainee and beginning teachers, showing you how
to begin, develop and perfect planning for Adaptive Teaching. The book covers the foundation
principles of Adaptive Teaching and outlines why it matters. It includes a chapter for every
curriculum subject because what works in mathematics, might not work in PE. Throughout,
examples of good practice, ideas and suggested topics are included to help you to build a range of
strategies to use for planning and teaching.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Encyclopedia of Primary Education Denis
Hayes, 2009-12-04 Unique in its field, the Encyclopedia of Primary Education brings together a
wide-ranging body of information relating to current educational practice in a single indispensable
volume. This book provides a series of descriptions, definitions and explanations that engage with
important practical and conceptual ideas in primary education and contains over 500 entries
incorporating: Curriculum subjects, themes and topics Theories, policies and educational
controversies Pedagogical terms relating to teaching and learning Commentaries on current issues
in primary education Influential figures in education, both past and present The impact of
educational research on policy and practice Based on the author’s extensive experience in primary
education, entries combine an interrogation of educational concepts with the pedagogical and
practical implications for classroom practice, children’s learning and school management. This



handy reference work will be invaluable to anyone currently teaching or training to teach at primary
level, teaching assistants, school governors and parents. In fact it is essential reading for anyone
with an interest and passion for primary education.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Teaching Art Creatively Penny Hay,
2022-10-24 Teaching Art Creatively is packed with ideas and inspiration to enrich teachers'
knowledge and understanding of art and design in the primary classroom. It synthesises the
philosophical and practical elements of teaching, encouraging a move away from traditional didactic
approaches to contemporary classroom pedagogies to develop children’s creative potential. With an
emphasis on recognising the value of children’s art and how to support children’s creative and
artistic processes, key topics explored include improving your own creativity, competence and
confidence helping children become independent artists starting points and imaginative contexts for
art and design individual, group and whole class work art inside and outside the classroom how to
develop visual literacy the value of working alongside artists the contribution of art and design to
children’s overall creative development Teaching Art Creatively offers a new model of visual arts
education in the primary years. Illustrated throughout with examples of exciting projects, children’s
work and case studies of good practice, it will be essential reading for every professional who wishes
to embed creative approaches to teaching in their classroom.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Teaching the Primary Foundation
Subjects N/A WEBSTER, N/A MISRA, 2015-04-16 This handy textbook offers a one-stop
compendium on teaching the extensive range of primary foundation subjects. It takes an innovative
'three lens' approach which considers the Identity and Pedagogy of each of the foundation subjects,
as well as presenting a Toolkit of teaching activities. This useful framework helps you develop your
knowledge and understanding of the foundation subjects, as well as how to plan, assess and teach
these diverse subjects. The book also helps you understand the value that the foundation subjects
bring and enables you to reflect on why and how to teach them in a creative, imaginative and
inspirational way. In particular the book offers: A clear structure that is easy to follow A concise
overview of the curriculum requirements for each subject Great teaching ideas for each subject to
try out in the classroom Links to academic research and practical experiences from the classroom
With its rich range of creative and practical teaching activities, and underpinned by the pedagogy
and identity of each discipline, this is essential reading for beginning and early career teachers.
Maggie Webster is Senior Lecturer and RE Subject Leader at Edge Hill University, UK. Sarah Misra
is Senior Lecturer and PGCE Programme Leader at Staffordshire University, UK. An essential
companion for both new and experienced educators of the Primary Curriculum. Webster and Misra
draw on the pertinent knowledge and experience of subject specialists to deliver a modern,
articulate and knowledgeable overview of how to effectively deliver the Foundation Subjects. Their
passion for the Foundation Subjects is evident through their in-depth analysis of the value they have
to the holistic development of children. Through a comprehensive examination of subject identity,
effective pedagogy and creative teaching strategies, Webster and Misra provide the tools to be a
pro-active, reflective and versatile leader in the Foundation Subjects. The knowledge and experience
of the authors and contributors is evident in the books ability to convey theory and pedagogy using
coherent and accessible language which makes it both informative and practical. This book adopts a
unique and fresh approach which seamlessly combines theory and experience to deliver information
that is enlightening, inspiring and truly useful. Nick Murphy, Edge Hill University, Trainee teacher
and Teaching Assistant This book fills a void in the world of ITE. The links between theory and
practice can be difficult to comprehend for those making their first steps into the profession. With
the three lens approach exploring the unique nature of each discipline synthesised with pedagogical
aspects and creative ideas, this book provides fabulous support for trainee teachers to clearly make
those links. I feel that “Teaching the Primary Foundation Subjects’ will be an invaluable text for ITE
providers to share with their students to support and guide them not only through their placements
but through their academic work too. Emma McVittie, Senior Lecturer Primary and Secondary RE,
York St John University



teaching art and design in the primary school: Art in the Primary School John Lancaster,
2002-11 All primary school teachers have to teach art but few have sufficient formal training to feel
confident with the subject. This book shows how teachers and their pupils can get the most out of
art lessons.

teaching art and design in the primary school: Rethinking the School Curriculum John
White, 2004 In 2000, the school curriculum in England was equipped - for the first time in the
country's history - with an extensive set of aims and purposes. In this book, leading experts in the
teaching of school subjects examine the significance of the new aims for the reform of the
curriculum. In two general introductory chapters John White discusses the validity of the aims and
how they might be realized in schools. The remainder of the book focuses on subject specific areas
and how these need to be brought into line with the new aims, so as to produce a more relevant and
enjoyable curriculum experience for pupils, including more opportunities for choice of activities. The
book concludes with suggestions about how government policy on the curriculum should now
succeed. This portrayal of the school curriculum today and how it could be developed in line with the
new aims will be of interest to those studying education with a particular focus on the areas of
curriculum, assessment, school management, philosophy of education and the history of education.
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