of troilus criseyde

Of Troilus Criseyde: Exploring the Depths of Chaucer’s Timeless Romance

of troilus criseyde is a phrase that immediately transports literary enthusiasts to the rich tapestry of
medieval poetry and romance. Geoffrey Chaucer’s "Troilus and Criseyde" stands as one of the most
celebrated works of Middle English literature, weaving a tale of love, fate, and tragedy against the
backdrop of the Trojan War. This long-form exploration delves into the essence of this classic,

unraveling its themes, characters, and enduring significance.

Understanding the Context of Of Troilus Criseyde

Before diving deep into the narrative, it’s essential to grasp the historical and literary context of "of
troilus criseyde." Written in the late 14th century, Chaucer’s poem is a masterful retelling of a story
that had circulated in various forms in medieval Europe. The tale centers on Troilus, a Trojan prince,

and his ill-fated love for Criseyde, a woman caught between loyalty and passion.

Chaucer’s version stands out for its psychological insight and nuanced portrayal of human emotions,
setting it apart from earlier renditions by authors like Benoit de Sainte-Maure or Boccaccio. Written in
rhymed couplets, the poem not only reflects the courtly love tradition but also questions and

complicates it.

The Historical Backdrop: Trojan War Meets Medieval England

The Trojan War, a legendary conflict immortalized by Homer’s epics, serves as the setting for
Chaucer’s narrative. However, Chaucer doesn’t simply recount Homeric heroics; instead, he injects

medieval sensibilities and concerns into the story. This blend of classical and contemporary elements



made "of troilus criseyde" especially appealing to Chaucer’s audience, who were fascinated by tales of

chivalry, honor, and the complexities of love.

Key Themes in Of Troilus Criseyde

Chaucer’s poem is rich with themes that resonate even today, making it a timeless study of human

nature and relationships.

Love and Fate

One of the most compelling aspects of "of troilus criseyde" is its treatment of love as an unpredictable
force governed by fate and fortune. Troilus falls deeply in love with Criseyde, but their relationship is
constantly buffeted by external events and internal doubts. Chaucer portrays love as both a source of

joy and profound suffering, underscoring the fragile balance between hope and despair.

Trust and Betrayal

The story intricately explores the tension between trust and betrayal. Criseyde’s eventual departure
from Troilus, influenced by political and personal pressures, highlights the vulnerability inherent in
human connections. This theme invites readers to reflect on the complexities of loyalty and the pain

that betrayal can inflict.

The Role of Fortune and Providence

"Of troilus criseyde" frequently invokes the concept of Fortune as a capricious force that controls

human destiny. Chaucer’s use of Fortune’s wheel as a metaphor emphasizes the instability of worldly



happiness and the inevitability of change. This philosophical layer adds depth to the narrative,

encouraging readers to contemplate the limits of human control.

Characters That Bring Of Troilus Criseyde to Life

Chaucer’s characters are vividly drawn, each embodying different facets of the human experience.

Troilus: The ldealistic Lover

Troilus is portrayed as a noble and passionate figure whose love for Criseyde elevates him but also
blinds him to harsh realities. His journey from hopeful romantic to a man shattered by loss captures

the bittersweet nature of love and youth.

Criseyde: A Complex Heroine

Far from being a one-dimensional figure, Criseyde is depicted with remarkable psychological
complexity. She struggles between her affection for Troilus and the pragmatic need to secure her
safety and future. This ambivalence makes her one of the most intriguing female characters in

medieval literature.

Supporting Characters and Their Influence

Characters such as Pandarus, Troilus’s uncle and Criseyde’s go-between, play crucial roles in shaping
the lovers’ fate. Pandarus’s mix of well-meaning interference and manipulation adds a layer of social

commentary about matchmaking and courtly conduct.



The Literary Style and Structure of Of Troilus Criseyde

Chaucer’s craftsmanship shines through in the poem’s structure and language.

The Use of Rhyme and Meter

Written in rhymed couplets using iambic pentameter, "of troilus criseyde" showcases Chaucer’s
mastery of poetic form. The rhythmic flow enhances the emotional impact and helps convey complex

moods, from passionate declarations to somber reflections.

Psychological Realism

Unlike many medieval romances, Chaucer’s work delves deeply into the inner lives of its characters.
The portrayal of conflicting emotions, doubts, and motivations lends the poem a realism that was

ahead of its time, influencing later developments in English literature.

Why Of Troilus Criseyde Remains Relevant Today

Despite being rooted in the medieval era, "of troilus criseyde" continues to captivate modern readers

and scholars.

Exploring Universal Themes

The exploration of love’s joys and sorrows, the unpredictability of fate, and the complexities of human

relationships are timeless. Readers today can find echoes of their own experiences in Troilus and



Criseyde’s story.

Influence on Later Literature

Chaucer’s poem paved the way for future English writers, including Shakespeare, whose "Troilus and
Cressida" draws heavily from Chaucer’s narrative. Understanding "of troilus criseyde" offers valuable

insight into the evolution of English literary tradition.

Insights into Medieval Society

The poem also serves as a window into the social norms, gender roles, and political dynamics of the

14th century, enriching our historical understanding beyond the battlefield of Troy.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Of Troilus Criseyde

For those new to Chaucer’s work or medieval literature, approaching "of troilus criseyde" can be both

rewarding and challenging.
¢ Read a Modern Translation: Middle English can be difficult to navigate, so starting with a modern
English translation or annotated edition can help clarify the text.

* Focus on Character Motivations: Pay attention to the psychological depth Chaucer gives each

character, which adds layers of meaning beyond the plot.

» Consider the Historical Context: Familiarizing yourself with the Trojan War myths and medieval

courtly love traditions can enhance your appreciation.



» Reflect on the Themes: Think about how the themes of love, fate, and betrayal resonate with

contemporary issues.

Engaging with "of troilus criseyde" through these lenses transforms it from a distant medieval story into

a vibrant and thought-provoking experience.

By immersing ourselves in the world of "of troilus criseyde," we not only enjoy a captivating romance
but also gain a deeper understanding of medieval literature’s richness and its enduring impact on
storytelling. Chaucer’s ability to blend classical myth with human psychology ensures that this timeless

tale continues to inspire and move readers centuries after it was penned.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Troilus and Criseyde'?

"Troilus and Criseyde' was written by Geoffrey Chaucer in the 14th century.

What is the main theme of 'Troilus and Criseyde'?
The main theme of "Troilus and Criseyde' is the tragic nature of love and fate during the Trojan War,

exploring themes of love, betrayal, and destiny.

How does Chaucer portray Criseyde in the poem?

Chaucer portrays Criseyde as a complex character who is both sympathetic and flawed, depicting her

struggles with love, loyalty, and survival in a war-torn society.



What is the significance of 'Troilus and Criseyde' in English literature?

"Troilus and Criseyde' is significant as one of the greatest Middle English poems, influencing later

writers like Shakespeare and providing a rich exploration of medieval romance and human emotion.

How does 'Troilus and Criseyde' differ from Shakespeare's 'Troilus and
Cressida'?

While both works are based on the same Trojan War legend, Chaucer's 'Troilus and Criseyde' is a
more romantic and psychological exploration of love, whereas Shakespeare's 'Troilus and Cressida' is

a cynical and satirical play focusing on the futility of war and human folly.

Additional Resources

**Exploring the Depths of "of troilus criseyde": A Medieval Masterpiece Unveiled**

of troilus criseyde stands as one of the most significant works in Middle English literature, offering a
rich tapestry of love, fate, and human emotion set against the backdrop of the Trojan War. Penned by
Geoffrey Chaucer in the late 14th century, this narrative poem has been the subject of intense
scholarly interest and literary analysis for centuries. Its intricate portrayal of characters, complex
narrative structure, and thematic depth continue to captivate readers and critics, positioning it as a
cornerstone of medieval romance and an essential study for understanding the evolution of English

literature.

Historical Context and Literary Significance of "of troilus

criseyde"

"of troilus criseyde" emerges during a period when English vernacular literature was gaining

prominence, breaking away from the dominance of Latin and French literary traditions. Chaucer’s



adaptation of the classical tale of Troilus and Cressida—originally derived from ancient sources such as
Homer’s lliad and later medieval retellings—reflects not only his literary genius but also the cultural and

social dynamics of 14th-century England.

Chaucer’s version is notable for its psychological realism and moral ambiguity, distinguishing it from
other medieval romances that often favored idealized portrayals of love and heroism. The poem
consists of five books, weaving a narrative that explores the fragile nature of love, the inevitability of
fate, and the complexities of human decision-making. Its place in the literary canon is underscored by
its influence on subsequent writers, including Shakespeare, whose play "Troilus and Cressida" draws

heavily from Chaucer’s work.

Narrative Structure and Thematic Exploration

Unlike many of his contemporaries, Chaucer structured "of troilus criseyde" with a clear narrative arc
that balances external events with inner emotional landscapes. The story follows Troilus, a Trojan
prince, who falls deeply in love with Criseyde, a widow living in Troy. Their relationship unfolds amidst

the chaos of war, betrayal, and shifting loyalties.

Several themes dominate the poem:

* Love and Betrayal: The fragile nature of Troilus and Criseyde’s love highlights the tension

between personal desire and social obligation.

¢ Fate and Fortune: Chaucer frequently references Fortune’s Wheel, emphasizing the

unpredictable and often cruel turns of human destiny.

¢ Honor and Chivalry: The poem interrogates the ideals of knighthood and courtly love, revealing

their limitations in real human relationships.



» Psychological Complexity: Characters exhibit nuanced motivations and conflicting emotions, a

departure from the flat archetypes common in medieval romance.

Characterization: Troilus and Criseyde

One of the defining features of "of troilus criseyde" is the depth of characterization. Troilus is portrayed
as a noble yet vulnerable figure, embodying youthful passion and tragic idealism. His emotional
journey—from infatuation to despair—provides insight into the human condition that transcends its

medieval context.

Criseyde, on the other hand, is a more controversial figure. Her pragmatic decisions, especially her
eventual betrayal of Troilus by eloping with Diomedes, have sparked debates among literary scholars
regarding her agency and morality. Rather than a mere villain or victim, Criseyde is rendered with
complexity, reflecting the constraints placed on women in medieval society and the nuanced choices

they faced.

Comparative Perspectives: Chaucer’s Adaptation and Other

Versions

To fully appreciate "of troilus criseyde," it is essential to examine how Chaucer’s rendition compares
with other treatments of the Troilus and Cressida story. The tale has its origins in classical texts but
was popularized in medieval Europe through works such as Boccaccio’s "Il Filostrato" and Guido delle

Colonne’s "Historia Destructionis Troiae."

Chaucer’s adaptation is distinguished by its sophisticated poetic form and psychological insight. While

Boccaccio’s version leans more towards romantic idealization, Chaucer introduces ambiguity and



realism, making the story more relatable and human. This shift reflects broader trends in medieval

literature, moving towards more complex character studies and ethical dilemmas.

Moreover, Chaucer’s use of Middle English made the story accessible to a wider audience in England,
contributing to the development of English as a literary language. His mastery of rhyme royal—a seven-
line stanza with a specific rhyme scheme—adds musicality and rhythm, enhancing the poem’s

aesthetic appeal.

Influence on Later Literature and Culture

The enduring legacy of "of troilus criseyde" is evident in its influence on Renaissance literature and
beyond. Shakespeare’s "Troilus and Cressida" reinterprets Chaucer’s narrative, infusing it with his own
dramatic sensibilities and political commentary. The complexities of love and betrayal remain central,

but Shakespeare introduces a darker, more cynical tone.
In modern literary studies, Chaucer’s work is often examined for its proto-feminist readings and

exploration of medieval gender dynamics. The poem also serves as a valuable source for

understanding medieval notions of love, honor, and social hierarchy.

Analytical Insights: Strengths and Limitations

From a literary analysis perspective, "of troilus criseyde" offers several strengths worth highlighting:
» Rich Character Development: The psychological depth afforded to the protagonists is exceptional
for its time.

e Integration of Classical and Medieval Elements: Chaucer skillfully merges classical myth with

medieval romance conventions.



¢ Poetic Innovation: The use of rhyme royal and vivid imagery sets a high standard for English

poetry.

However, the poem is not without its limitations. Some modern readers may find the pace slow
compared to contemporary narratives, and the heavy reliance on allegory and medieval tropes can
obscure the emotional immediacy. Additionally, the ambiguous moral positioning of Criseyde can be

challenging, as it defies straightforward interpretation.

Language and Translation Considerations

Since "of troilus criseyde" was written in Middle English, accessibility can be an issue for contemporary
audiences. Various translations and modernizations strive to preserve Chaucer’s poetic elegance while
making the text comprehensible. This balance is crucial for both academic study and general

readership.

Translators face the challenge of maintaining the subtleties of Chaucer’s language, his wordplay, and
rhythm. The choice of translation affects how the characters are perceived and how the themes

resonate with modern readers.

Why "of troilus criseyde' Remains Relevant Today

The continued relevance of "of troilus criseyde" lies in its exploration of universal human
experiences—love, loss, trust, and betrayal—that transcend time and culture. Its examination of the
conflict between personal desire and societal expectation resonates in contemporary discussions about

relationships and individual agency.

Moreover, the poem’s rich intertextuality invites readers and scholars to engage with a broader literary



tradition, offering insights into how stories evolve and adapt across centuries. Its status as a
foundational text in English literature makes it indispensable for those seeking to understand the

historical development of narrative and poetic forms.

In literary curricula worldwide, "of troilus criseyde" is studied not only for its narrative content but also
as a lens through which to view medieval culture, gender roles, and the human psyche. Its nuanced
portrayal of characters encourages readers to question simplistic moral judgments and appreciate the

complexity of human motivation.

Ultimately, "of troilus criseyde" is more than a medieval love story; it is a profound meditation on the

human condition, rendered with artistic mastery and enduring emotional power.

Of Troilus Criseyde

of troilus criseyde: TROILUS AND CRISEYDE Geoffrey Chaucer, 2024-02-25 Troilus and
Criseyde is a long narrative poem written by Geoffrey Chaucer, often considered one of the greatest
English poets of the Middle Ages. Chaucer, known as the Father of English Literature, wrote this
work in the 1380s. The poem is a significant piece of Middle English literature and is considered one
of Chaucer's major works. Key features of Troilus and Criseyde include: 1. **Trojan War Setting:**
The poem is set against the backdrop of the Trojan War, focusing on the tragic love story between
the Trojan prince Troilus and Criseyde (or Cressida), a woman associated with the Greek camp. 2.
**Chaucer's Refined Language:** Chaucer's use of the English language in Troilus and Criseyde is
notable for its sophistication and literary skill. The poem is written in rhyme royal, a seven-line
stanza form. 3. **Troilus's Unrequited Love:** The narrative follows Troilus's intense and ultimately
tragic love for Criseyde. The story explores themes of love, fate, and the impact of war on personal
relationships. 4. **Characterization:** Chaucer's characters are richly developed, and their emotions
and motivations are intricately portrayed. The characters include Troilus, Criseyde, and other
figures from Greek and Trojan mythology. 5. **Influence:** Troilus and Criseyde has influenced later
works, including William Shakespeare's play Troilus and Cressida, which reinterprets the story in a
different context. The poem showcases Chaucer's skill in narrative storytelling and his ability to
capture the complexities of human emotion. Troilus and Criseyde stands as an important work within
the broader context of medieval literature and is a testament to Chaucer's contribution to the
development of the English literary tradition.

of troilus criseyde: Oxford Guides to Chaucer: Troilus and Criseyde Barry Windeatt, 2023
A new edition of Barry Windeatt's comprehensive single-volume guide to Troilus and Criseyde,
bringing together a wide range of material and providing a readable commentary on all aspects of
the work.

of troilus criseyde: Troilus and Criseyde Geoffrey Chaucer, 1998-04-02 Chaucer's
masterpiece and one of the greatest narrative poems in English, the story of the lovers Troilus and
Criseyde is renowned for its deep humanity and penetrating psychological insight. This new
translation into modern English by a major Chaucerian scholar includes an index of the names


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-186/of-troilus-criseyde.pdf

relating to the Trojan War and an Index of Proverbs. - ;" Now listen with good will, as I go straight to
my subject matter, in which you may hear the double sorrows of Troilus in his love for Criseyde, and
how she forsook him before she died' Like Romeo and Juliet, or Tristan and Iseult, the names of
Troilus and Criseyde will always be united: a pair of lovers whose names are inseparable from
passion and tragedy. Troilus and Criseyde is Chaucer's masterpiece and was prized for centuries as
his supreme achievement. The story of how Troilus and Criseyde discover love and how she
abandons him for Diomede after her departure from Troy is dramatically presented in all its comedy
and tragic pathos. With its deep humanity and penetrating insight, Troilus and Criseyde is now
recognized as one of the finest narrative poems in the English language. This is a new translation
into contemporary English of Chaucer's greatest single poem which can be read alongside the
Middle English original, or as an accurate and readable version in its own right. -

of troilus criseyde: Troilus and Criseyde B.A. Windeatt, 2016-04-22 This edition presents all of
the surviving manuscripts, together with textual apparatus and commentary. The poem is also
presented in parallel with its principal source, Boccaccio's Filostrato, enabling the reader to
compare the two poems in charting the evolution and achievement of Chaucer's Troilus. This edition
has been revised and corrected in order to make the text fully accessible to the reader unfamiliar
with Chaucer's work. An introduction discusses the text, metre and sources of Troilus and assesses
the literary importance of Chaucer's translation method.

of troilus criseyde: Troilus and Criseyde Geoffrey Chaucer, Boccace, 2005 This Norton
Critical Edition of Chaucer's masterpiece is based on Stephen Barney's acclaimed text and is
accompanied by a translation of its major source, Boccaccio's Filostrato. The editor's lucid
introduction, marginal glosses, and explanatory annotations make Troilus and Criseyde easily
accessible to students with no prior knowledge of Chaucer or Middle English. Also included is
Robert Henryson's Testament of Cresseid, the poignant sequel to Troilus and Criseyde from
fifteenth-century Scotland. Criticism includes ten essays by a diverse group of distinguished
Chaucerians, among them C.S. Lewis, E. Talbot Donaldson, Karla Taylor, Lee Patterson, and Jill
Mann, that illuminate the major scholarly issues raised by this complex and challenging poem. A
Glossary and Selected Bibliography are also included. --W.W. Norton and Company.

of troilus criseyde: The Book of Troilus and Criseyde Geoffrey Chaucer, 1926

of troilus criseyde: Troilus and Criseyde (1385) by Geoffrey Chaucer, 2016-10-07 Troilus and
Criseyde (Modern English: is a poem by Geoffrey Chaucer which re-tells in Middle English the tragic
story of the lovers Troilus and Criseyde set against a backdrop of war during the Siege of Troy. It
was composed using rime royale and probably completed during the mid 1380s. Many Chaucer
scholars regard it as the poet's finest work. As a finished long poem it is more self-contained than
the better known but ultimately uncompleted Canterbury Tales. This poem is often considered the
source of the phrase: all good things must come to an end (3.615). Although Troilus is a character
from Ancient Greek literature, the expanded story of him as a lover was of Medieval origin. The first
known version is from Benoit de Sainte-Maure's poem Roman de Troie, but Chaucer's principal
source appears to have been Boccaccio who re-wrote the tale in his Il Filostrato. Chaucer attributes
the story to a Lollius (whom he also mentions in The House of Fame), although no writer with this
name is known.[1] Chaucer's version can be said to reflect a less cynical and less misogynistic
world-view than Boccaccio's, casting Criseyde as fearful and sincere rather than simply fickle and
having been led astray by the eloquent and perfidious Pandarus. It also inflects the sorrow of the
story with humour.

of troilus criseyde: Troilus and Criseyde Geoffrey Chaucer, 2017-10-13 Chaucer's epic poem
of 8,239 lines recounts the tragic love storybetween Troilus and Criseyde during the Siege of Troy.
In this regard, some consider this work to be a 'courtly romance' since Homer's original character of
Troilus had been developed, during medieval times, to become that of a lover. However, that
transformation was not of Chaucer's invention. The elaboration of Troilus' character had first
appeared in the twelfth century in Beno®t's de Sainte-Maure's Roman de Troie - which was the
source for Boccaccio's Il Filostrato written in the late 1330s. Nevertheless, Chaucer's adaptation of




those source materials was so extensive that Troilus and Criseyde is regarded as a completely new
poem.Chaucer's epic is divided into five books. This volume contains Book 4 -in which Troilus and
Criseyde are separated.Although suitable for all readers, this edition is designed to meet the
particular needs of high school and college/ university students. Here, each odd-numbered page
contains Chaucer's original Middle English text printed in a large font. Alongside, there is plenty of
room in the wide margin for readers to write brief notes or produce a glossary to define unfamiliar
words. Immediately opposite, there are blank ruled pages for students to write their own translation
or to make more detailed notes.This volume contains the complete and unabridged text (with line
numbers) and a personal study or translation workbook - which means it offers excellent value for
money.

of troilus criseyde: Troilus and Criseyde Barry A. Windeatt, 1992 The three Oxford Guides to
Chaucer are written by scholars of international repute, with the purpose of summarizing what is
known about his works and offering interpretations based on recent advances in both historical
knowledge and theoretical understanding. Barry Windeatt's volume on Troilus and Criseyde
examines the poem that is Chaucer's most ambitious single achievement, his masterpiece, and one of
the very finest narrative poems in the English language. The story of love fulfilled and trust betrayed
- of how Troilus and Criseyde discover love, and how she abandons him for Diomede after her
departure from Troy - is presented by Chaucer with profound insight into human character and
explored through its philosophical and spiritual dimensions. This Oxford Guide is the most
comprehensive introduction to Troilus and Criseyde yet produced. It includes the fullest and most
convenient account of Chaucer's imaginative use of his sources, the first extended analysis of the
poem's originality of genre, and a readable commentary on all aspects of the work, its structure,
themes, characterization, and style. It also contains a survey of literary responses to Troilus in the
three centuries following Chaucer's death. The Guide combines the informative substance of a
reference book with the coherence of a critical reading, and is set to establish itself as a standard
work on Troilus and Criseyde.

of troilus criseyde: Troilus and Cressida Geoffrey Chaucer, 2017-01-21 Troilus and Cressida -
Geoffrey Chaucer. A complete modernisation by A. S. Kline published with selected illustrations.
Troilus and Criseyde is a re-telling, in the Middle English vernacular, of the legendary tale of Troilus
and Cressida, which is set during the Trojan War. Chaucer composed the poem in rime royale,
probably in the 1380's and the finished and highly polished work is often considered his finest
achievement. The narrative appears to have been based by Chaucer on the tale Il Filostrato in
Boccaccio's Decameron, and though a tragedy in essence Chaucer introduced elements of humour,
while drawing a sensitive portrait of Troilus as the deserted lover, and Criseyde as the unfortunate
betrayer. Classed as a courtly romance, the poem helped to bring the Medieval Renaissance to
English literature, with a subtle blend of classical story, medieval courtliness and English character
depiction. The eloquent and cynical Pandarus who leads Criseyde astray (hence the obsolete term
'‘pandar’ for a pimp or procurer), is a type that recurs in later literature, for example as the
Shakespearean characters Iago in Othello and Iachimo in Cymbeline. This version aims to provide a
readable and accessible modernisation of the poem while preserving Chaucer's rhymes and diction
wherever possible, at the same time eliminating all archaic words which would require marginal
notes to explain. This and other texts available from Poetry in Translation
(www.poetryintranslation.com).

of troilus criseyde: The Double Sorrow of Troilus Ida L. Gordon, 1970

of troilus criseyde: The Book of Troilus and Criseyde Geoffrey Chaucer, 1926-01-01

of troilus criseyde: Chaucer's Troilus and Criseyde C. David Benson, 2019-09-18 Originally
published in 1990. This study is of one of the world’s great narrative poems and one of the few long
poems in English about physical love. Although this work is often overshadowed by the Canterbury
Tales, the author argues that it has its own profound multiplicity. Its mixture of genres, styles,
characters and other competing elements creates a powerful literary experience for each reader.
This book explores the diversity and contradictions produced by the poem without attempting to



resolve them. It is accessible to those reading the poem for the first time, but equally stimulating to
those who know it well, stressing the importance of the role of individual readers in response to the
openness of the poem. Although previous criticism tends to emphasize one or two aspects while
ignoring others, Benson argues all critical readings are of interest because they make one aware of
the poem’s many contrasting layers and possibilities. Beginning with the principal source,
Boccaccio’s Filostrato, the work examines the many different elements added to this source; which
contains internal tensions and thus develops Boccaccio’s story in a variety of often contradictory
directions. The author considers Chaucer’s treatment of setting, characterization, love, fortune and
religion, showing how these affect the character of the poem and make it simultaneously more
chivalric and comic, more Christian and more pagan.

of troilus criseyde: Troilus and Criseyde Allen J. Frantzen, 1993 If variety distinguishes
Chaucer's handling of his materials, as Allen J. Frantzen writes his preface to this volume, it also
distinguishes Frantzen's handling of his materials - the contents and contexts of Troilus and
Criseyde. Of the few available introductory studies on Chaucer's poem, fewer still accommodate the
multiplicity of ideas at play both within the text and among the various interpretations of it that have
fallen in and out of vogue since the work first appeared in medieval London. Troilus and Criseyde's
story of failed love amid the ruins of war often yields discussion of the traditions of courtly love and
other nuances of medieval aristocratic and intellectual life. Frantzen, offering a complex analysis of
the narrative that asks readers to grapple with its social, sexual, philosophical, and even comedic
motifs, challenges many preconceived ideas about medieval culture and about Chaucer as its chief
spokesman. The device Frantzen uses to focus on the poem from so many perspectives is the frame.
The textual frame delineates the reader's view of a narrative exactly as a visual frame encloses a
picture, Frantzen writes. History has placed many frames around Troilus and Criseyde, and Chaucer
has placed many frames within the poem as a means of structuring his complex plot. To concentrate
on the frame is not to forget the text but is rather to ask how and where we see its edges, its
openings, its points of contact with the world around it. In the early chapters of this volume
Frantzen presents many of the almost innumerable and sometimes contradictory frames that
Chaucer and history have provided: Troilus and Criseyde as tragedy, as comedy, as philosophy; as
tale of the inevitable failure of romantic love, of betrayal, of morality, of Christian piety, of the evils
of fallen womanhood, of the evils of men's victimization of women. For the balance of the study
Frantzen offers his own close reading of the poem, regarding each of its five books from a distinct,
though not exclusive, frame of reference: the narrator; Pandarus, Troilus's influential friend; love;
war; and fate. Unlike the buoyantly optimistic Canterbury Tales, Troilus and Criseyde offers a
pessimistic view of the world. Yet it should not be viewed as secondary to its more popular
successor, says Frantzen. This often dark, highly compressed story of human fallibility has been
taken up by one generation of readers after another, each finding in it a relevant message. Frantzen
encourages contemporary readers to join the long tradition of framing and reframing the poem,
isolating the values they wish to attach to it: To frame and reframe is to demystify a work and its
critical tradition without degrading the history of either or arguing for or against the work's status
as a 'classic.'--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All
Rights Reserved

of troilus criseyde: A Double Sorrow: A Version of Troilus and Criseyde Lavinia Greenlaw,
2015-09-21 An original poetic work that brings alive Chaucer’s great love story, illuminating the
psychological drama at its heart. The captivating love story of ill-fated Troilus and Criseyde, first
popularized by Chaucer’s poem in the 1380s, is one of the most enduring stories of the English
language. In A Double Sorrow, award-winning poet Lavinia Greenlaw breathes fresh life into the
medieval tale through a series of seven-line stanzas, which mimic the form of Chaucer’s original
poem. Set during the siege of Troy, A Double Sorrow is the story of the Trojan hero Troilus and his
beloved Criseyde, whose traitorous father defects to the Greeks and persuades them to ask for his
daughter in an exchange of prisoners. Troilus suggests that Criseyde flee with him, but she knows
she will be universally condemned and instead pretends to submit to the exchange while promising



Troilus that she will find a way to return to him within ten days. But once in the company of the
Greeks, she soon realizes the impossibility of her promise to Troilus and in despair succumbs to
another. In this series of skillfully crafted poetic vignettes, Greenlaw illuminates each small but
irrevocable step as these characters argue each other and themselves into and out of love. The
result is a breathtaking and shattering read, contemporary and timeless.
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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies -

Literature, grade: 1.3, University of Cologne (English Department), course: Medieval English
Literature: Chaucer and his Contemporaries, language: English, abstract: The story of Troilus and
Criseyd has been told many times by different authors during the centuries. Within this term paper a
closer look will be taken at the works of Geoffrey Chaucer’s Troilus & Criseyde and Giovanni
Boccaccio’ 1l Filostrato to illustrate that the story of Troilus and Criseyde can be interpreted from
two different angles. Whereas, Giovanni Boccaccio focuses on the consequences of the relationship
between Troilus and Criseyde within his work, Chaucer seems to be much more focused on the
development of love in general- using the story of Troilus and Criseyde as a metaphor. Therefore,
Chaucer uses the relationship between Troilus and Criseyde to present in what way the perception
of love can change from happiness in to sorrow. To be able to narrow down and define the intentions
of Boccaccio and Chaucer the central aspect will be lain on the presentation of the relationship
between Troilus, Criseyde & Pandarus. Since the relationship between Troilus and Criseyde would
neither start, nor find its fulfilling without the inference of Pandarus, the character of Pandarus
gains a specific position within the relationship of Troilus and Criseyde. Furthermore, an analysis of
the relationship between these three characters might give an answer in what way both Chaucer
and Boccaccio represent their attitude towards the central theme of love. By concentrating on the
ménage a trois between the characters, it is furthermore possible to analyse which position
Pandarus inherits and in what way he uses or abuses it. Consequently, the question needs to be
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what way Pandarus position within the ménage a trios changes his influence on both Troilus and
Criseyde within Chaucer’s and Boccaccio’s work.
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