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Lake Worth Casino History: A Journey Through Time and Entertainment

lake worth casino history is a fascinating tale that intertwines the cultural evolution, leisure pursuits, and
architectural marvels of one of Florida’s cherished coastal communities. Nestled along the shores of Lake
Worth Lagoon, this casino has witnessed decades of transformation, from its early days as a social gathering
spot to its modern status as a hub for entertainment and community events. Exploring the lake worth
casino history not only reveals the story of a building but also offers a window into the development of the
region’s recreational and social fabric.

The Origins of Lake Worth Casino: More Than Just Gaming

When most people hear the word "casino," they immediately think of gambling and slot machines.
However, the lake worth casino history reflects a different, more community-focused origin. The Lake
Worth Casino and Beach Complex, built in the 1920s, was originally designed as a public gathering space
that would provide residents and visitors with access to the beach and recreational activities.

Unlike the gambling-centric establishments found in places like Las Vegas or Atlantic City, the Lake
Worth Casino was initially a bathhouse and social hall designed to promote beach culture and socialization.
This is an important distinction that shapes the character and enduring appeal of the site.

Architectural Significance and Early Community Role

Constructed in 1924, the building is an excellent example of Mediterranean Revival architecture, a style
that was popular in Florida during the early 20th century. Its iconic arched windows, terracotta roof tiles,
and elegant promenade overlooking the Atlantic Ocean quickly made it a landmark.

During its early years, the Lake Worth Casino served multiple purposes:

Beach bathhouse with changing rooms and showers

Community ballroom for dances and social events

Public meeting space for civic gatherings

A place for concerts and cultural activities



This multifunctionality helped embed the casino deeply into the social life of Lake Worth, making it much
more than a simple recreational facility.

Evolution Through the Decades: From Heyday to Decline and
Revival

As the decades passed, the lake worth casino history took various turns, reflecting broader social and
economic changes in the region.

The Roaring Twenties and Post-War Boom

The 1920s, often dubbed the "Roaring Twenties," coincided with the casino’s opening and brought a wave
of prosperity and leisure culture to Florida. The casino became a hotspot for locals and tourists alike, offering
live music, dance halls, and a scenic spot to enjoy the beach.

Following World War II, the increase in automobile ownership and the rise of Florida as a vacation
destination boosted the popularity of beachside attractions. The Lake Worth Casino thrived during this
period, hosting numerous events and becoming a symbol of the community’s vibrant social life.

Challenges and Decline in the Late 20th Century

However, as the 20th century progressed, changing entertainment preferences and economic challenges
led to a period of decline for the casino. The rise of larger, more commercialized entertainment complexes
and casinos elsewhere in Florida drew visitors away. Additionally, the facility itself aged and required
significant maintenance.

By the 1980s and 1990s, the casino was struggling to maintain its relevance and physical condition. Local
authorities debated its future, with some even considering demolition. Fortunately, preservationists and
community advocates saw the historical and cultural value of the site and pushed for its restoration.

Modern Revival and Cultural Importance

The lake worth casino history took a positive turn at the dawn of the 21st century. Recognizing the
building’s potential as both a cultural icon and a community asset, the city embarked on restoration projects
to preserve its historic charm while updating its facilities.



Restoration Efforts and New Functions

The restoration focused on:

Revitalizing the Mediterranean Revival architectural features

Upgrading infrastructure to meet modern standards

Transforming the ballroom and event spaces for versatile use

Enhancing accessibility and public amenities

Today, the Lake Worth Casino and Beach Complex operates as a vibrant event venue, hosting weddings,
concerts, art shows, and community celebrations. It no longer functions as a gambling casino but remains a
cornerstone of Lake Worth’s cultural identity.

Tourism and Local Economy

This revival has had a notable impact on the local economy. The casino’s picturesque location on the beach
makes it a popular destination for tourists seeking a blend of history, coastal beauty, and entertainment. It
has become a focal point for festivals such as the Lake Worth Craft Fair and holiday celebrations, drawing
visitors from across South Florida and beyond.

Understanding Lake Worth’s Place in Florida’s Casino and
Entertainment Landscape

While the Lake Worth Casino is not a gambling venue in the traditional sense, its history contributes to the
broader story of Florida’s recreational and leisure industry. Unlike the large-scale casinos of Miami, Tampa,
or the Seminole-operated establishments, Lake Worth’s casino reflects a more community-centered, historic
approach to entertainment.

Comparison with Other Florida Casinos

Gambling Casinos: Focused primarily on slot machines, poker, and betting; located in urban or tribal



areas.

Historic Casinos: Like Lake Worth Casino, these venues often started as social clubs or entertainment
halls rather than gambling hotspots.

Beachfront Cultural Venues: Combining natural beauty with social activities, these spots emphasize
family-friendly and artistic events.

This distinction highlights why the Lake Worth Casino remains a unique and cherished landmark in
Florida’s history of leisure and entertainment.

Tips for Visitors Interested in Lake Worth Casino’s History

If you’re planning to explore the lake worth casino history firsthand, here are some helpful tips to enrich
your experience:

Visit During Events: Attend a concert or festival at the venue to experience its lively atmosphere1.
and community spirit.

Take a Guided Tour: Check if local historical societies or the city offer tours that delve into the2.
casino’s architecture and past.

Explore the Surrounding Area: The adjacent Lake Worth Beach Park and the nearby downtown3.
area offer additional historical and cultural sites.

Photography Opportunities: The building’s distinctive Mediterranean Revival style makes for4.
stunning photos, especially at sunset.

Engaging with the site in these ways can deepen your appreciation for how the lake worth casino history
intertwines with the community’s evolving identity.

Preserving the Legacy: Why Lake Worth Casino History
Matters

Preserving historic landmarks like the Lake Worth Casino is crucial for maintaining the cultural heritage



of any community. This venue serves as a tangible link to the past, reminding residents and visitors of the
city’s origins, aspirations, and social bonds. It also demonstrates how adaptive reuse of historic buildings can
breathe new life into communities, blending nostalgia with contemporary relevance.

The lake worth casino history is a testament to the power of community advocacy, architectural
preservation, and cultural celebration. Rather than fading into obscurity, the casino continues to be a beacon
of local pride and a symbol of Florida’s rich recreational heritage.

Whether you’re a history enthusiast, a lover of architecture, or simply someone who enjoys the beach and
live entertainment, the story of the Lake Worth Casino offers a unique and enriching experience that
captures the spirit of this charming coastal town.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Lake Worth Casino originally built?
The Lake Worth Casino was originally built in 1928 as a prominent social and recreational venue for the
community.

What architectural style is the Lake Worth Casino known for?
The Lake Worth Casino is known for its Mediterranean Revival architectural style, which was popular in
Florida during the early 20th century.

What was the original purpose of the Lake Worth Casino?
The original purpose of the Lake Worth Casino was to serve as a community gathering place, offering
recreational facilities such as swimming, dancing, and social events.

Has the Lake Worth Casino ever operated as a gambling casino?
Despite its name, the Lake Worth Casino has never operated as a gambling casino; the term 'casino'
historically referred to a social gathering place rather than a gambling venue.

What role did the Lake Worth Casino play during the 20th century?
Throughout the 20th century, the Lake Worth Casino served as a central hub for community events,
dances, concerts, and social gatherings.



Has the Lake Worth Casino undergone any major renovations?
Yes, the Lake Worth Casino has undergone several renovations to preserve its historic architecture and
update its facilities for modern use.

Is the Lake Worth Casino listed on any historic registers?
Yes, the Lake Worth Casino is listed on the National Register of Historic Places due to its cultural and
architectural significance.

What is the current use of the Lake Worth Casino building?
Today, the Lake Worth Casino operates as a public event space and community center hosting weddings,
meetings, and cultural events.

Who was the architect behind the Lake Worth Casino?
The Lake Worth Casino was designed by architect Addison Mizner, who was influential in popularizing
Mediterranean Revival style in Florida.

How has the Lake Worth Casino contributed to the local community's
identity?
The Lake Worth Casino has been a landmark symbolizing the city's social and cultural heritage, fostering
community pride through decades of public events and preservation efforts.

Additional Resources
Lake Worth Casino History: A Comprehensive Exploration of Its Evolution and Cultural Impact

lake worth casino history traces back to a dynamic timeline marked by cultural shifts, economic
developments, and evolving entertainment trends in the Palm Beach County region of Florida. While
Lake Worth itself is primarily known for its scenic waterfront and vibrant community, the casino scene
associated with the area—both historical and contemporary—offers a fascinating lens into the broader
gambling culture and recreational industry in southeastern Florida. This article delves into the origins,
growth, and influence of casinos tied to Lake Worth, analyzing their role within the local economy and
cultural landscape.



Origins and Early Development of Gambling in Lake Worth

The roots of gambling activities near Lake Worth can be linked to the early 20th century, when Florida
experienced a surge in tourism and leisure industries. Although the city of Lake Worth did not host large-
scale casinos in the early days, its proximity to coastal resorts and the Atlantic Ocean made it a strategic
location for gambling enterprises looking to capitalize on the influx of visitors.

In the 1920s and 1930s, gambling in Florida was largely informal and often operated in clandestine venues
such as private clubs and social halls. Lake Worth’s waterfront establishments occasionally featured card
games and betting activities that catered to tourists and seasonal residents. This laid the groundwork for
more organized gaming ventures that would surface in later decades.

The Impact of Legal Changes on Lake Worth’s Casino Scene

One of the pivotal factors shaping the lake worth casino history is the evolving legal framework governing
gambling in Florida. The state’s gambling laws have historically been restrictive, with limited exceptions
for parimutuel wagering and Native American gaming operations. This regulatory environment
influenced the nature and scale of gambling activities around Lake Worth.

In the mid-20th century, Florida’s legislative changes permitted the establishment of pari-mutuel facilities
such as dog and horse racing tracks, which indirectly stimulated casino-style gambling in nearby regions.
While Lake Worth itself did not immediately become a casino hotspot, the broader Palm Beach County
area saw increased efforts to integrate gaming into local entertainment offerings.

Lake Worth Casino Amenities and Features Over Time

Although Lake Worth has not been widely recognized for large-scale casino resorts akin to those in Las
Vegas or Atlantic City, the area has featured numerous smaller-scale gambling venues and entertainment
complexes that contributed to the local hospitality industry. These establishments often combined gaming
with dining, live performances, and waterfront attractions.

Key Features of Lake Worth Gambling Venues

Variety of Games: Early venues offered traditional card games, roulette, and slot machines, adapting
to changing customer preferences over time.



Waterfront Location: The scenic proximity to Lake Worth Lagoon provided a unique ambiance,
differentiating these casinos from inland competitors.

Community Integration: Many gambling establishments partnered with local events and festivals,
embedding themselves into the social fabric of the area.

These features highlight the distinctive blend of leisure and gaming that characterized the lake worth
casino history, focusing on a more intimate and diversified approach rather than large-scale commercial
gambling.

Comparative Analysis: Lake Worth Casinos vs. Other Florida
Gambling Hubs

To fully appreciate the lake worth casino history, it is essential to contextualize it within Florida’s broader
gaming landscape. Cities such as Miami, Tampa, and Hollywood have developed prominent casino resorts
and Native American gaming facilities that overshadow Lake Worth’s more modest gambling profile.

Size and Scale

Unlike Miami’s large integrated resorts and Hollywood’s Seminole Hard Rock Casino, Lake Worth’s venues
have remained relatively small, emphasizing local clientele and niche entertainment. This has influenced
the types of games offered and the overall customer experience.

Economic Contributions

While major casinos in Florida generate significant tax revenue and employment opportunities, Lake
Worth’s gambling-related businesses contribute modestly to the local economy. However, their role in
attracting tourists and supporting hospitality sectors remains valuable, particularly during peak seasons.

Regulatory Environment

Lake Worth’s casino operations have had to navigate stringent state regulations more cautiously compared
to tribal casinos, which benefit from sovereign rights. This has limited the expansion of large-scale gaming
enterprises within the city limits.



Modern Developments and Future Prospects

In recent years, interest in expanding gaming options within Palm Beach County has revived discussions
about casino development near Lake Worth. Proposals for integrated resorts and new gambling facilities
aim to capitalize on the region’s growing population and tourism industry.

Technological Integration and Online Gambling

The rise of digital technology has also influenced the lake worth casino history, with some establishments
exploring online gambling platforms and electronic gaming to reach broader audiences. This shift aligns
with global trends towards hybrid gaming experiences combining physical and virtual elements.

Challenges and Opportunities

Regulatory Hurdles: Any new casino projects must contend with Florida’s complex legal framework
and local community opinions.

Economic Viability: The success of future casinos depends on competitive differentiation, quality of
amenities, and effective marketing strategies.

Cultural Sensitivity: Maintaining harmony with Lake Worth’s community values and
environmental considerations is critical for sustainable development.

These factors underscore the nuanced balance required to advance the lake worth casino history into the
next phase of its evolution.

Cultural Impact and Community Reception

The presence of casinos in and around Lake Worth has sparked varied responses from residents and local
stakeholders. On one hand, casinos have introduced new entertainment options and economic opportunities.
On the other, concerns about gambling addiction, crime, and social disruption have tempered enthusiasm.

Community forums and city council meetings have frequently addressed the dual nature of casino
development, reflecting a broader discourse on responsible gambling and equitable growth. These



conversations continue to shape policies and community engagement strategies, highlighting the socio-
cultural dimensions embedded in lake worth casino history.

As the gaming industry adapts to changing demographics and technological innovations, Lake Worth’s
casino narrative remains a compelling chapter in Florida’s ongoing story of leisure and economic
diversification. The interplay between regulation, market forces, and community values will undoubtedly
influence how this history unfolds in the decades to come.
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  lake worth casino history: History of Florida Harry Gardner Cutler, 1923
  lake worth casino history: An Illustrated History of Palm Beach Russell Kelley, The
Historical Society of Palm Beach County, 2020-11-20 An Illustrated History of Palm Beach is a
nostalgic journey through the history of the town of Palm Beach as told through the photographic
collection of the Historical Society of Palm Beach County. From an early pioneer community, Palm
Beach evolved over the past 150 years into today's sophisticated resort, starting with the grand
hotels of Henry Flagler, the Royal Poinciana and The Breakers, and elegant mansions of the Gilded
Age. An Illustrated History of Palm Beach is a primary source look into the development of one of
America's most prosperous and enchanting communities.
  lake worth casino history: Legendary Locals of Lake Worth Lawana Mauldin and Joe
McDaniel, 2014 During the early 1900s, a large reservoir built to provide water for Fort Worth,
Texas, also opened up opportunities for businesses to develop. Casino Beach, Casino Ballroom, and a
large bathhouse became popular spots for thousands. A nearby village, with increasing population,
soon had a small school, churches, and other establishments. With nearby Jacksboro Highway
running from downtown Fort Worth past the beach area, gambling increased, as did gangster
activity. After a long while, with much intervention, these unlawful situations became history.
Legendary Locals of Lake Worth spotlights the founders of the small village and features individuals
who impacted the area--many for the better, others for the worst. Some may never have received
proper recognition until this book's acknowledgment of them.
  lake worth casino history: ASSASSINS, LAKE WORTH MYSTERIES LARRY A JOHNSON,
2023-10-20 A party on a 100-foot yacht turns from laughter to screaming as the yacht is engulfed in
flames. Jack Price and Anna Henderson are on the track of two assassins that are terrorizing the
oceanside town of Lake Worth, Florida. The more they find out, the more people die. Jack and Anna
risk everything as they battle these assassins, and the people paying them. Jack and Anna are
private investigators located in the quirky town of Lake Worth, Florida. Lake Worth is a sleepy
multicultural town with a wide range of people, wealth and politics. Under the surface, many
mysteries are bubbling, and many goals are opposing others. It takes grit and courage to get to the
bottom of these mysteries, while still enjoying the beach atmosphere and climate. ASSASINS is the
first novel in a series of LAKE WORTH MYSTERIES books exploring the people, history and motives
that occur when a multicultural population lives in a small beach town.
  lake worth casino history: History of Beautiful Palm Beach James Wadsworth Travers, 1929
  lake worth casino history: Florida: A History Gloria Jahoda, 1984-06-17 For four hundred
years Florida has been North America's ranking treasure hunt, a national Never-Never land. Gloria
Jahoda unfolds the colorful story in this book, from the gold-seeking conquistadores of Spain, and
the alleged search for a fountain of youth, to today's vast influx of tourists and the retired in search
of sun, health, and the delights of Disney World.
  lake worth casino history: Guide to America; a Treasury of Information about Its States,
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Cities, Parks, and Historical Points of Interest , 1947
  lake worth casino history: Coast of Florida Erosion and Storm Effects Study, Region III,
Palm Beach County , 1996
  lake worth casino history: Palm Beach Rick Rose, 2017-11 The only photo-filled full-color
guide to visiting Palm Beach available--written by a veteran tour guide, popular Palm Beach
personality, and ultimate insider. Suggestions for dining, shopping, sight-seeing, night life, outdoor
activities, and historic tours.
  lake worth casino history: Lake Worth Lawana Mauldin, 2010-01-01 The history of Lake
Worth begins in 1909 when two young boys accidentally set a fire that destroyed many buildings in
Fort Worth. Fighting the fire nearly drained the city's wells dry, so city leaders reconsidered an
earlier suggestion from engineer John Hawley to create a surface reservoir. The enormous hole filled
in just three weeks after heavy rains, instead of the predicted three years. Completed in 1914, Lake
Worth became the largest reservoir in the Southwest. Fort Worth now had a better waterAA supply,
and local beach development brought water recreation to millions and greatly impacted the small
community nearby. Through the years, silt and contaminants have infiltrated the lake, and the City
of Fort Worth has temporarily stopped the slow process of dredging the lake because of the
economy. But the community's collective hope soars with the possibility that the lake and beaches
eventually will be restored to their original condition.
  lake worth casino history: Fodor's South Florida Fodor’s Travel Guides, 2023-05-16 Whether
you want to snorkel in the Keys, party on Miami Beach, or tour the Everglades, the local Fodor's
travel experts in South Florida are here to help! Fodor's South Florida: With Miami, Fort
Lauderdale, and the Keys guidebook is packed with maps, carefully curated recommendations, and
everything else you need to simplify your trip-planning process and make the most of your time. This
new edition has been fully-redesigned with an easy-to-read layout, fresh information, and beautiful
color photos. Fodor's South Florida travel guide includes: AN ILLUSTRATED ULTIMATE
EXPERIENCES GUIDE to the top things to see and do MULTIPLE ITINERARIES to effectively
organize your days and maximize your time MORE THAN 20 DETAILED MAPS to help you navigate
confidently COLOR PHOTOS throughout to spark your wanderlust! HONEST RECOMMENDATIONS
FROM LOCALS on the best sights, restaurants, hotels, nightlife, shopping, performing arts,
activities, side-trips, and more PHOTO-FILLED “BEST OF” FEATURES on “Best Beaches in South
Florida,” “Best Day Trips From Miami,” and more TRIP-PLANNING TOOLS AND PRACTICAL TIPS
including when to go, getting around, beating the crowds, and saving time and money HISTORICAL
AND CULTURAL INSIGHTS providing rich context on the local art, architecture, cuisine, and more
SPECIAL FEATURES on “An Art Lover's Guide to Miami,” “What to Watch and Read Before You
Visit,” “What to Eat and Drink,” “Art Deco Guide” and “The Everglades” LOCAL WRITERS to help
you find the under-the-radar gems UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE ON: Miami and Miami Beach with
South Beach, Wynwood, Brickell, the Design District, Coconut Grove, Coral Gables, Little Havana,
Aventura, and Bal Harbour; Fort Lauderdale; Hollywood; Palm Beach; Everglades National Park; and
the Florida Keys with Key West, Key Largo, Bahia Honda Key, and Dry Tortugas National Park.
Planning on visiting other destinations in Florida? Check out Fodor's Florida and Fodor's InFocus
Florida Keys. *Important note for digital editions: The digital edition of this guide does not contain
all the images or text included in the physical edition. ABOUT FODOR'S AUTHORS: Each Fodor's
Travel Guide is researched and written by local experts. Fodor's has been offering expert advice for
all tastes and budgets for over 80 years. For more travel inspiration, you can sign up for our travel
newsletter at fodors.com/newsletter/signup, or follow us @FodorsTravel on Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter. We invite you to join our friendly community of travel experts at fodors.com/community
to ask any other questions and share your experience with us!
  lake worth casino history: Fodor's Florida Fodor's Travel Guides, 2019-09-17 For a limited
time, receive a free Fodor's Guide to Safe and Healthy Travel e-book with the purchase of this
guidebook! Go to fodors.com for details. Ready to experience Florida? The experts at Fodor’s are
here to help. Fodor’s Florida travel guide is packed with customizable itineraries with top



recommendations, detailed maps of Florida, and exclusive tips from locals. Whether you want to
sunbathe on South Beach in Miami, be a kid again at Walt Disney World, explore historic St.
Augustine, or snorkel in Key West, this user-friendly guidebook will help you plan it all out. Our local
writers vet every recommendation to ensure that you not only make the most of your time, but that
you also have all the most up-to-date and essential information you need to plan the perfect trip. This
new edition has been FULLY-REDESIGNED with a new layout and beautiful images for more
intuitive travel planning! Fodor’s Florida includes: • AN ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE GUIDE that
visually captures the top highlights of Florida. • SPECTACULAR COLOR PHOTOS AND FEATURES
throughout, including special features on the Everglades, Art Deco in Miami, and shelling on Sanibel
Island. • INSPIRATIONAL “BEST OF” LISTS identify the best things to see, do, eat, drink, and more.
• ITINERARIES for various trip lengths help you maximize your time. • MORE THAN 50 DETAILED
MAPS help you plot your itinerary and navigate confidently. • EXPERT RECOMMENDATIONS ON
HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS offer options for every taste. • TRIP PLANNING TOOLS AND
PRACTICAL TIPS include: guides to getting around, saving money and time, beating the crowds, and
a calendar of events. • LOCAL INSIDER ADVICE tells you where to find under-the-radar gems. •
HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL OVERVIEWS add perspective and enrich your travels. • NEW
FEATURES including the Top Beaches in Florida, How to Spend 3 Days in Miami, and the 10 Best
Art Museums and Galleries in Miami. • COVERS: Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Palm Beach, Tampa,
Naples, Orlando, Walt Disney World, Daytona, St. Augustine, Jacksonville, Pensacola, Sanibel and
Captiva, the Florida Keys, the Everglades, and more. ABOUT FODOR'S AUTHORS: Each Fodor's
Travel Guide is researched and written by local experts. Fodor’s has been offering expert advice for
all tastes and budgets for over 80 years. Planning on visiting South Florida? Check out Fodor’s
South Florida and Fodor’s In Focus Florida Keys guides.
  lake worth casino history: Our Century Jan Tuckwood, 2000 Tall tales and a short history ...
In Palm Beach County and the Treasure Coast, most of the recorded history occurs in one century,
1900 to 2000. Before the late 1800s, only Indians and soldiers roamed the hostile wilderness south
of Sebastian Inlet. The U.S. Census of 1830 recorded just 517 peo- ple in all of South Florida, and
the map makers showed Lake Okeechobee as a tiny dot. Nobody dared go down into that beast-filled
swamp to check it out. But slowly, the civilized world made its way to this wonderland. The Jupiter
Lighthouse began beaming in 1860, 15 years after Florida became the 27th state in the union. By
1876, 'the U.S. government had built nine houses of refuge for mariners, including Gilbert's Bar on
Hutchinson Island and Orange Grove in Delray Beach. Gilbert's Bar is still standing, the oldest
building in Martin County. What lured the pioneers here? Why did they spend harrowing days and
nights, sailing and poling through narrows and swamps, to get to this insect-infested jungle? Simple:
True grit and true beauty, As Captain Bravo, who sailed a steam- er from Sebastian to Jupiter in the
late 1880s, would tell visitors: See Lake Worth and die happy! YVhen Henry Flagler arrived in 1893,
he called the Lake Worth region a ver- itable paradise. And then he had a vision: He would bring his
railroad all the way down to Miami, even as far as Key West. And he would turn Palm Beach into the
most hifalutin resort in the world. The Standard Oil tycoon launched the 20th century in the
Treasure Coast and Palm Beach County. But he was not the most important person of the century.
That title goes to the millions of men and women, great and small, who developed a frontier into a
place so desirable that today's greatest prob, lem is what to do with all the people. Our Century
honors them and high- lights major events of the past 100 years.--Dust jacket flap.
  lake worth casino history: Fort Worth from World War II to 1960 Harold Rich, 2025-09-15
Fort Worth from World War II to 1960 reviews Fort Worth’s history during the challenging times of
World War II, the postwar adjustment period, and the first full decade of the Cold War. Harold Rich
tells the story in broad strokes with foci on local crime and criminals, vice, the police, race relations,
and economic development. What emerges is a portrait of a growing city developing major urban
accoutrements such as industrialization, freeways, and an art infrastructure while also struggling
with an active and sizable criminal underworld and the emerging Civil Rights Movement. The overall
impression is that the nearly two decades from 1942 to 1960 were critical to transitioning Fort



Worth from a nineteenth- to a twentieth-century city, but the end result was not an unqualified
success. Fort Worth would achieve significant economic progress in the 1940s, especially from the
addition of Convair, that would expand its population at a fast pace but would lose much of that
momentum in the 1950s. During both decades the police confronted rising demands related to traffic
control and internal corruption that most notably affected their ability to deal with gambling and
prostitution, both of which seemed to be everywhere. As the 1950s drew to a close, both vices began
to subside, more from a decline in public acceptance than from police activity. In the 1940s and
1950s, Fort Worth’s criminal underworld was a major presence, heavily involved in vice and in
several daring robberies, including a thwarted plan to rob Carswell Air Force Base. The most
notorious gangsters met their ends in a long-running series of internal conflicts that began during
the war and destroyed most of that underworld. At the same time, the postwar period witnessed the
spread of illegal drug use across broad societal lines, sparking a corresponding response by police.
In contrast, little changed regarding race relations despite the efforts of many local activists and
favorable rulings emanating from the nation’s courts. More significant progress would come in the
1960s and accelerate thereafter.
  lake worth casino history: The Billboard , 1926
  lake worth casino history: The Florida Historical Quarterly , 1987-07
  lake worth casino history: The Quarterly Journal of the New York State Historical
Association , 1914
  lake worth casino history: Proceedings of the New York State Historical Association New York
State Historical Association, New York State Historical Association. Meeting, 1914
  lake worth casino history: The Shelletter of Shells and Their Neighbors , 1960
  lake worth casino history: The Oil Weekly , 1929
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