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Keegan The Face of Battle: Revolutionizing the Understanding of Military
History

keegan the face of battle is more than just a phrase; it represents a
groundbreaking approach to military history brought to life by the renowned
historian John Keegan. His work, particularly the book titled *The Face of
Battle*, offers a vivid and intimate portrayal of warfare, stripping away the
often glorified or strategic overviews to reveal the raw, lived experience of
soldiers on the front lines. For anyone interested in military history,
psychology of combat, or the human element of warfare, Keegan’s insights
provide a fresh and compelling perspective that challenges traditional
narratives.

Who Was John Keegan?

John Keegan was a British military historian whose influence on how we
understand war cannot be overstated. Unlike many historians who focus
primarily on tactics, strategies, or political outcomes, Keegan was
fascinated by the personal experiences of soldiers. His approach was
revolutionary because it combined rigorous scholarship with a deep empathy
for the individuals involved in combat. This human-centered perspective
allowed readers to see battles not just as movements of troops on a map but
as chaotic, terrifying, and profoundly human events.

Keegan's Background and Approach

Keegan served as a lecturer and later as the military correspondent for *The
Daily Telegraph*. He authored numerous books, but *The Face of Battle*,
published in 1976, remains his most influential work. What set Keegan apart
was his insistence on visiting battlefields, studying firsthand accounts, and
analyzing soldiers' experiences from multiple conflicts. This approach helped
to demystify the romanticism of war, focusing instead on its gritty
realities.

Understanding "The Face of Battle"

At its core, *The Face of Battle* aims to answer a fundamental question: What
was it really like to fight on the battlefield? Keegan explores this question
by examining three iconic battles from different periods of history:

The Battle of Agincourt (1415)

The Battle of Waterloo (1815)

The Battle of the Somme (1916)



Through these case studies, Keegan reveals how the experience of combat
evolved over time, while also highlighting the constant fear, confusion, and
courage faced by soldiers.

The Human Experience of Combat

One of the key contributions of Keegan’s work is its focus on the
psychological and sensory experiences of soldiers. He describes how factors
such as noise, smoke, visibility, and the chaos of movement shape a soldier’s
perception of battle. This emphasis helps readers understand why soldiers
behave the way they do during combat, including the instinctual reactions and
the breakdown of order under pressure.

Breaking Down Traditional Military History

Before *The Face of Battle*, military history tended to focus heavily on
leaders, strategies, and outcomes. Keegan challenged this by arguing that the
true story of battle lies in the experiences of ordinary soldiers. This shift
in focus has had a lasting impact on the field, inspiring historians to
explore new methodologies and sources, such as oral histories and battlefield
archaeology.

Keegan’s Influence on Military History and
Beyond

Keegan’s innovative perspective has influenced not only historians but also
military professionals, educators, and even filmmakers. His work offers
practical insights into leadership, morale, and the realities of combat that
remain relevant today.

Impact on Military Training and Leadership

Understanding the soldier’s experience helps military leaders develop better
training and support systems. By appreciating the immense psychological
pressures of battle, commanders can make more informed decisions regarding
troop welfare and combat readiness.

Educational Value

For students and enthusiasts of history, Keegan’s accessible writing style
makes complex military concepts understandable and engaging. His vivid
descriptions bring historical battles to life, fostering a deeper
appreciation for the sacrifices and challenges faced by soldiers throughout
history.



Key Themes Explored in Keegan The Face of
Battle

Several important themes emerge from Keegan’s analysis, which continue to
resonate in discussions about war and combat.

Fear and Courage

Keegan delves into how fear operates on the battlefield—not just as a
paralyzing force but also as a motivator. He explores how soldiers manage
terror through camaraderie, discipline, and training, revealing the complex
interplay between fear and bravery.

The Chaos of Combat

Contrary to the neat, orderly depictions often found in textbooks, Keegan
highlights the confusion and disorder that characterize real battles. Fog,
noise, miscommunication, and physical exhaustion all contribute to a “fog of
war” that shapes outcomes in unpredictable ways.

Technology and Its Effects

By comparing battles across centuries, Keegan shows how technological
advances change the nature of combat but cannot eliminate the fundamental
human experience of facing mortal danger.

Why Keegan The Face of Battle Still Matters
Today

In an age where warfare is increasingly remote and technological, Keegan’s
work reminds us that at its core, battle remains a profoundly human ordeal.
His focus on the individual soldier’s perspective encourages empathy and a
sober understanding of the costs of war.

Applications in Modern Military Studies

Modern military analysts and strategists often refer back to Keegan’s
insights to better prepare soldiers for the realities they may face. His work
has influenced approaches to psychological resilience, battlefield medicine,
and leadership under fire.

Broader Cultural Impact

Beyond military circles, *The Face of Battle* has shaped popular culture’s



portrayal of war, inspiring more nuanced and realistic depictions in
literature, film, and video games. This shift helps audiences better grasp
the complexity and tragedy of conflict.

Exploring Related Resources and Further Reading

For those intrigued by Keegan’s approach, there are numerous resources that
expand on his themes and methodology:

Other works by John Keegan, such as *A History of Warfare* and *The Mask
of Command*

Memoirs and diaries of soldiers from different eras to get firsthand
perspectives

Documentaries and historical battlefield tours that provide immersive
experiences

Academic journals on military history that discuss evolving
historiographical trends

Getting familiar with these materials can deepen your understanding of both
the historical and personal dimensions of battle.

Every time readers dive into Keegan the face of battle, they engage with a
work that transforms abstract historical events into compelling stories about
human endurance, fear, and resilience. This enduring legacy ensures that the
experiences of those who fought are remembered not just as strategic
footnotes but as real, lived moments of history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Keegan in 'The Face of Battle'?

Keegan refers to John Keegan, a renowned military historian and author of
'The Face of Battle,' a book that analyzes the experience of soldiers in
historical battles.

What is the main focus of John Keegan's 'The Face of
Battle'?

'The Face of Battle' focuses on the perspective of ordinary soldiers during
three historical battles: Agincourt, Waterloo, and the Somme, highlighting
the realities of combat rather than just strategy and leadership.

Why is 'The Face of Battle' considered a
groundbreaking work in military history?

'The Face of Battle' is groundbreaking because it shifts the focus from



commanders and tactics to the experiences of individual soldiers, using
firsthand accounts and detailed analysis to portray the human side of
warfare.

Which battles are analyzed in John Keegan's 'The Face
of Battle'?

John Keegan analyzes the battles of Agincourt (1415), Waterloo (1815), and
the Somme (1916) in 'The Face of Battle' to explore changes in warfare and
soldier experience over time.

How does John Keegan's approach in 'The Face of
Battle' differ from traditional military histories?

Unlike traditional military histories that focus on leaders and strategies,
Keegan's approach emphasizes the psychological and physical experience of
soldiers on the battlefield, offering a more human-centered narrative.

What impact has 'The Face of Battle' had on the study
of military history?

'The Face of Battle' has influenced military historians to incorporate social
and psychological perspectives into their studies, encouraging more nuanced
and empathetic examinations of warfare and soldier experiences.

Additional Resources
Keegan The Face of Battle: A Defining Work in Military History and Analysis

keegan the face of battle stands as a seminal work in the field of military
history and tactical analysis. Authored by John Keegan, one of the 20th
century’s most influential military historians, the book represents a
groundbreaking departure from traditional battlefield narratives. Instead of
focusing solely on grand strategic movements or leader biographies, Keegan
delves into the visceral experiences of soldiers during combat, offering
readers a penetrating insight into the reality of warfare. This analytical
approach has cemented the book’s place as a cornerstone for both scholars and
military professionals seeking a deeper understanding of battle dynamics.

Understanding "The Face of Battle": An
Analytical Perspective

At its core, "The Face of Battle" seeks to unravel the complex and
multifaceted nature of warfare by examining three distinct historical
battles: Agincourt (1415), Waterloo (1815), and the Somme (1916). Keegan’s
method combines meticulous research with a narrative style that bridges the
gap between academic rigor and accessible storytelling. What sets this work
apart is its focus on the individual soldier’s experience — a perspective
often overshadowed by the grand strategies and famous generals that dominate
traditional military histories.

Keegan’s examination moves beyond the conventional "top-down" approach,



incorporating insights into the physical and psychological pressures faced by
combatants. This includes considerations such as the chaos of battle, the
impact of terrain, the confusion of command, and the sensory overload endured
by soldiers. By doing so, Keegan challenges readers to rethink the nature of
military engagements and the factors that truly determine victory or defeat.

Revolutionizing Military History Through Soldier-
Centric Narratives

Prior to "The Face of Battle," military history largely revolved around
strategic decision-making, troop movements, and political implications.
Keegan’s approach was revolutionary because it humanized the battlefield,
focusing on the lived reality of soldiers. His detailed descriptions of
weaponry, formations, and battlefield conditions immerse readers in the
sensory environment of combat, emphasizing how these elements shape the
outcome of battle.

For example, during the Battle of Agincourt, Keegan highlights the
limitations of medieval weaponry and the psychological stress inflicted by
close-quarter fighting. At Waterloo, he explores the confusion caused by fog
and miscommunication among officers, which ultimately influenced the battle’s
dynamics. The Somme, representing industrialized warfare, showcases the
brutal mechanization of combat and the staggering human cost involved.

Key Themes and Contributions of "The Face of
Battle"

John Keegan’s work introduces several pivotal themes that have influenced
military scholarship and popular understanding alike:

The Soldier’s Perspective: By centering the narrative on ordinary
combatants, Keegan provides a more democratic and nuanced portrayal of
warfare.

Physical and Psychological Dimensions: The book examines how fatigue,
fear, and the environment affect soldier performance and morale.

Technological Impact: Keegan traces how weaponry and battlefield
technology evolve and alter combat tactics.

Command and Control Challenges: The analysis delves into the
difficulties commanders face in directing troops amid battlefield chaos.

These themes collectively challenge the simplistic "heroic" or "strategic
genius" narratives that often dominate military historiography. Instead,
Keegan presents a layered and complex battlefield reality that integrates
human factors with tactical considerations.



Comparative Analysis of the Three Battles

Keegan’s selection of Agincourt, Waterloo, and the Somme is deliberate,
representing distinct eras and types of warfare:

Agincourt (1415): Medieval combat characterized by heavily armored1.
knights, archers, and melee fighting. The battle highlights the
importance of terrain and morale.

Waterloo (1815): Napoleonic warfare demonstrating massed infantry,2.
cavalry charges, and artillery. Command communication and battlefield
fog play crucial roles.

The Somme (1916): Industrial warfare marked by trench fighting, machine3.
guns, and artillery barrages, emphasizing the brutal mechanization of
war and the scale of casualties.

This comparative framework allows Keegan to trace the evolution of battle
tactics and soldier experience over five centuries, illustrating continuities
and transformations in warfare.

Impact and Legacy of "Keegan The Face of
Battle"

Since its publication, "The Face of Battle" has become a foundational text in
military studies, influencing both academic research and popular military
literature. Its soldier-centric methodology has inspired numerous historians
to adopt a more empathetic and detailed approach to battlefield analysis.

Moreover, the book has found practical applications beyond academia. Military
training programs and defense institutions have used Keegan’s insights to
better understand combat stress and improve soldier preparedness. Its
detailed exploration of battlefield conditions provides valuable lessons for
modern military strategists and policymakers.

Strengths and Limitations

While "The Face of Battle" is widely praised for its innovative approach, it
is not without criticism. Some scholars argue that Keegan’s focus on the
soldier’s perspective may underemphasize broader strategic and political
contexts that also shape warfare outcomes. Additionally, the selection of
only three battles, though representative, may limit the scope of his
conclusions.

However, the book’s strengths in humanizing conflict and providing sensory-
rich depictions of combat often outweigh these critiques. Its influence
persists in encouraging a balanced appreciation of both the micro and macro
aspects of battle.



Conclusion: A Transformative Work in Military
History

"Keegan the face of battle" remains a transformative contribution to military
historiography. By shifting focus to the individual soldier’s experience and
offering a detailed, sensory account of combat, John Keegan fundamentally
altered how historians and military professionals perceive warfare. The
book’s blend of rigorous research and evocative narrative continues to
resonate, making it a critical resource for understanding the complexities of
battle from multiple angles. Its enduring legacy lies in opening new avenues
of inquiry into the human dimension of conflict, a perspective that remains
vital in both historical study and contemporary military analysis.

Keegan The Face Of Battle

  keegan the face of battle: The Face of Battle John Keegan, 1983-01-27 John Keegan's
groundbreaking portrayal of the common soldier in the heat of battle -- a masterpiece that explores
the physical and mental aspects of warfare The Face of Battle is military history from the battlefield:
a look at the direct experience of individuals at the point of maximum danger. Without the
myth-making elements of rhetoric and xenophobia, and breaking away from the stylized format of
battle descriptions, John Keegan has written what is probably the definitive model for military
historians. And in his scrupulous reassessment of three battles representative of three different time
periods, he manages to convey what the experience of combat meant for the participants, whether
they were facing the arrow cloud at the battle of Agincourt, the musket balls at Waterloo, or the
steel rain of the Somme. The Face of Battle is a companion volume to John Keegan's classic study of
the individual soldier, The Mask of Command: together they form a masterpiece of military and
human history.
  keegan the face of battle: The Face of Battle John Keegan, 2011-09-30 'The Face of Battle' is
military history from the battlefield; a look at the direct experience of individuals as 'the point of
maximum danger'. It examines the physical conditions of fighting and the particular emotions and
behaviour generated by battle.
  keegan the face of battle: The Illustrated Face of Battle John Keegan, 1989 A splendid new
edition of a modern classic, illustrated with paintings, prints, engravings, battle plans, and
photographs, and featuring a new introduction by the author. Illustrated.
  keegan the face of battle: Summary of John Keegan's The Face of Battle Everest Media,,
2022-04-05T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 I have never been in a battle, and I am becoming more and more convinced that I
have little idea of what a battle can be like. Very few Europeans of my generation have learned at
first hand that knowledge which was common among their fathers and grandfathers. #2 The first
group of people I excluded from my generalization was made up of those who were not old enough
to have had combat experience of the Second World War. The second group was made up of soldiers
who had not seen active service. While the object of their war was to avoid a decision at any given
time or place, the Mau Mau in Kenya fought a war of raiding and subversion because they implicitly
understood their inability to risk anything else. #3 I have spent many years teaching officer cadets
at Sandhurst, and I have always been aware of the inherent falsity of my position. I have never
passed judgment on the behavior of soldiers under circumstances I have not experienced myself. #4
The central question for the officer cadet is How would I behave in a battle. The discussion with your
soldiers, whether it’s group therapy or not, will always include these emotions and sensations.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-186/keegan-the-face-of-battle.pdf


  keegan the face of battle: Performances Dening, Greg, 2013-04-04 '. . . history is my passion.
Writing it, teaching it, reading it fills the days and years of my life. In all passions, there is pain and
pleasure.' Greg Dening In this collection of writings-some new, some previously published-Greg
Dening reflects on his experiences both as a historian and a participant in history. Performances
brings together the personal and the scholarly, demonstrating how our lives are saturated with
history, how we can only understand our present through our consciousness of the past and how in
thinking about the past we mirror the time and place of our own living. Each of these essays can be
enjoyed on its own, yet throughout them all run the common themes of the intricate relationships
between past and present, the personal and the political, historical research and the imagination.
Dening writes with elegance and candour, inviting readers to reflect upon their own participation in
the 'performance' of history.
  keegan the face of battle: War in the Modern World Theodore Ropp, 2000-10-02 From the
Renaissance to the Cold War, the definitive survey of the social, political, military, and technological
aspects of modern warfare returns to print in a new paperback edition. Topics include land and sea
warfare from the Renaissance to the neoclassical age; the Anglo-American military tradition; the
French Revolution and Napoleon; the Industrial Revolution and war; and the First and Second World
Wars and their aftermath.
  keegan the face of battle: The ^AOther Face of Battle Wayne E. Lee, David L. Preston,
Anthony E. Carlson, David Silbey, 2021-05-10 Focusing on three battles, each reflective of
asymmetrical, intercultural, and irregular warfare, this provocative, harrowing, and illuminating
book shows how American soldiers have experienced combat in which the standard rules of
engagement did not apply.
  keegan the face of battle: Elegy Andrew Roberts, 2015-09-10 On 1 July 1916, after a five-day
bombardment, 11 British and 5 French divisions launched their long-awaited 'Big Push' on German
positions on high ground above the Rivers Ancre and Somme on the Western Front. Some ground
was gained, but at a terrible cost. In killing-grounds whose names are indelibly imprinted on
20th-century memory, German machine-guns – manned by troops who had sat out the storm of
shellfire in deep dugouts – inflicted terrible losses on the British infantry. The British Fourth Army
lost 57,470 casualties, the French Sixth Army suffered 1,590 casualties and the German 2nd Army
10,000. And this was but the prelude to 141 days of slaughter that would witness the deaths of
between 750,000 and 1 million troops. Andrew Roberts evokes the pity and the horror of the
blackest day in the history of the British army – a summer's day-turned-hell-on-earth by modern
military technology – in the words of casualties, survivors, and the bereaved.
  keegan the face of battle: War and Empire B. Collins, 2014-09-19 The years 1790 to 1830
saw Britain engage in an extensive period of war-waging and empire-building which transformed its
position as an imperial state, established its reputation as a distinctive military power and secured
naval preeminence. Despite this apparent success, Britain did not become a world super power in
the conventional sense. Instead, as Professor Collins demonstrates, it operated as an enclave power,
influencing or dominating many regions of the world without ever asserting global hegemony. Even
in the 1820s, Britain still had to fight to maintain influence, and sometimes struggled to assert
dominance on the borderlands of the empire. By locating naval and military power at the heart of
Britain's relationship with the wider world, Bruce Collins offers an insightful reinterpretation of the
interaction between military and naval war-making, the expansion of the empire, and the nature of
the British regime. Using examples of conflicts ranging from continental Europe and Ireland to
North America, Africa and India, he argues that the state’s effectiveness in war was crucial to its
imperial expansion and gives new significance to British military conduct in an age of revolution and
war.
  keegan the face of battle: Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing Kelly Boyd,
2019-10-09 The Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing contains over 800 entries ranging
from Lord Acton and Anna Comnena to Howard Zinn and from Herodotus to Simon Schama. Over
300 contributors from around the world have composed critical assessments of historians from the



beginning of historical writing to the present day, including individuals from related disciplines like
Jürgen Habermas and Clifford Geertz, whose theoretical contributions have informed historical
debate. Additionally, the Encyclopedia includes some 200 essays treating the development of
national, regional and topical historiographies, from the Ancient Near East to the history of
sexuality. In addition to the Western tradition, it includes substantial assessments of African, Asian,
and Latin American historians and debates on gender and subaltern studies.
  keegan the face of battle: Battlefield Emotions in Late Antiquity: A Study of Fear and
Motivation in Roman Military Treatises Łukasz Różycki, 2021-06-22 Battlefield Emotions in Late
Antiquity is a pioneering work, the first to present a comprehensive analysis of fear and motivation
on the battlefields of Late Antiquity. By examining military treatises, Łukasz Różycki identifies
means of manipulating the morale of soldiers on the same and on opposing sides, showing various
examples of military trickery. The book analyzes non-combat properties of equipment, commanders’
speeches, war cries, keeping up appearances, and other methods of affecting the human psyche. The
book is written in the spirit of new military history and combines the methodology of a historian,
archaeologist, and philologist, and also considers aspects of psychology, particularly related to the
functioning of groups and individuals in extreme situations.
  keegan the face of battle: The Routledge History of Global War and Society Matthew S.
Muehlbauer, David J. Ulbrich, 2018-02-21 The Routledge History of Global War and Society offers a
sweeping introduction to the most significant research on the causes, experiences, and impacts of
war throughout history. This collection of twenty-seven essays by leading historians demonstrates
how war and society studies have dramatically expanded the chronological, geographic, and
thematic breadth of the field of military history. Each chapter addresses the ways in which recent
scholarship has integrated cultural, ethical, environmental, medical, and ideological factors to
explain both conventional conflicts and genocide, terrorism, and other forms of mass violence. The
broad scope of the collection makes it the perfect primer for scholars and students seeking to
understand the complex interactions of warfare and those affecting and affected by conflict.
  keegan the face of battle: Essaying the Past Jim Cullen, 2020-08-25 Learn to craft the
perfect historical research paper with this approachable and practical guide Essaying the Past: How
to Read, Write, and Think about History, 4th Edition continues the tradition of excellence
established by the previous editions. Equal parts research manual, study guide, and introduction to
the study of history, this book teaches readers how to write excellent historical prose with
approachable strategies and actionable tips. Noted teacher and writer Jim Cullen has created an
invaluable resource for novices and experts in the field of historical study, offering practical insights
into determining how questions should be framed, developing strong introduction and topic
sentences, choosing evidence, and properly revising your work. Essaying the Past includes six
appendices covering the major issues facing students today, including the pitfalls and temptations of
plagiarism and the role of the internet. It also contains an annotated case study outlining one
student's process of writing an essay and demonstrating the application of the concepts contained
within the book. Essaying the Past covers topics including: How to think and read about history and
ask the right questions about what you're reading The three components of crafting a compelling
argument How to deal with counterarguments and counterevidence How to properly construct a
bibliography and insert footnotes How to assess the credibility of online resources Perfect for
students taking surveys or courses in methods or historiography, Essaying the Past also belongs on
the bookshelf of anyone with even a passing interest in studying, researching, consuming, or writing
about history.
  keegan the face of battle: Thinking About History Sarah Maza, 2017-09-18 What distinguishes
history as a discipline from other fields of study? That's the animating question of Sarah Maza’s
Thinking About History, a general introduction to the field of history that revels in its eclecticism
and highlights the inherent tensions and controversies that shape it. Designed for the classroom,
Thinking About History is organized around big questions: Whose history do we write, and how does
that affect what stories get told and how they are told? How did we come to view the nation as the



inevitable context for history, and what happens when we move outside those boundaries? What is
the relation among popular, academic, and public history, and how should we evaluate sources?
What is the difference between description and interpretation, and how do we balance them? Maza
provides choice examples in place of definitive answers, and the result is a book that will spark
classroom discussion and offer students a view of history as a vibrant, ever-changing field of inquiry
that is thoroughly relevant to our daily lives.
  keegan the face of battle: Warfare in the Roman World A. D. Lee, 2020-09-17 Warfare was
a recurrent phenomenon of fundamental importance throughout Roman history. Its scale and form
varied across time and place, but it had wide-ranging impacts on politics, society and economy. This
book focuses on important themes in the interplay between warfare and these broader contexts,
including attitudes to war and peace, the values associated with military service, the role of material
resources, military mutiny and civil war, and social and cultural aspects of the military. It also
examines experiences of warfare, focusing on approaches to Roman battle and the impact of war on
civilians. Importantly and distinctively, these different themes are traced across a millennium of
Roman history from the Republic through to the end of Late Antiquity in the early seventh century,
with a view to highlighting important continuities and changes across Roman history, and alerting
readers to valuable but often less familiar material from the empire's final centuries.
  keegan the face of battle: The Armies of Classical Greece Everett L. Wheeler, 2017-05-15 The
origin of the Western military tradition in Greece 750-362 BC is fraught with controversies, such as
the date and nature of the phalanx, the role of agricultural destruction and the existence of rules and
ritualistic practices. This volume collects papers significant for specific points in debates or
theoretical value in shaping and critiquing controversial viewpoints. An introduction offers a critical
analysis of recent trends in ancient military history and provides a bibliographical essay
contextualizing the papers within the framework of debates with a guide to further reading.
  keegan the face of battle: As political soldiers we face Moscow’s hordes: Dutch volunteers in
the Waffen-SS Evertjan van Roekel, 2022-01-04 During the Second World War, approximately
25,000 Dutchmen served within the ranks of the military branch of the German SS: the Waffen-SS.
They volunteered to fight to secure the victory of Nazi Germany. These Dutch volunteers fought
mainly on the Eastern Front, and to a lesser extent, within their own national borders. After the war,
the Allied victors regarded them as part of a criminal organization and jointly responsible for the
atrocious transgressions of the Nazi regime. In the Netherlands, these men were reviled, branded as
traitors and became pariahs in their own country. Those who had devoted themselves to the Nazi
regime caused so much grief to the Netherlands that they had to be held accountable. Despite their
military achievements, their reputation was damaged forever. The Netherlands supplied the largest
contingent of SS soldiers from the occupied North-western European territories. Who were these
people? What led them to enlist, and what were the consequences of their choice? An important part
of this study involves the autobiographical texts of nineteen Dutch volunteers in the Waffen-SS.
These ego-documents recount their own immediate experiences and are mainly fragments from
diaries, but there are also letters, individual notes, and memoirs. The ego-documents are placed
within the larger historical context to provide an answer to the question of whether these men were
only ideologically motivated and unconditional Nazi sympathizers, and for this, their criminal
records are also researched. Among other topics, the book discusses their choice to enlist, their
experiences at the front, and their involvement in genocide, providing a new perspective on the
Eastern Front.
  keegan the face of battle: The Eye of Command Kimberly Kagan, 2006 An important new work
that will change the way we think about and understand battles
  keegan the face of battle: Assembly West Point Association of Graduates (Organization), 1993
  keegan the face of battle: Henry V, Holy Warrior Timothy M. Thibodeau, 2022-02-15 King
Henry V saw his reign and military efforts in France as a holy crusade to reclaim the French throne
for his ancestors. Almost everything he did was governed by a well-thought-out philosophy that
united political power, religious devotion and military success. This book includes the most



up-to-date research on Henry V's reign, with a focus on historiography. His role in English history,
as well as his actions as a ruler and military commander, are discussed throughout the text. This
approach demonstrates how historians interact with a complicated academic literature that
oscillates between hero worship and vilification of Henry. In the end, Henry V is measured by the
standards of his day and was unquestionably a successful warrior king.
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