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How to in text cite an interview mla is a question that often arises for
students, researchers, and writers who incorporate interviews into their
academic work. Interviews provide unique, firsthand information that can
enrich essays, papers, and projects. However, giving proper credit to the
interviewee using MLA format is essential to maintain credibility and avoid
plagiarism. Understanding the nuances of MLA citation style, especially when
it comes to personal interviews, can seem tricky at first, but once you get a
grasp on the basic principles, it becomes straightforward.

In this article, we’ll explore the best practices for citing interviews in
text using MLA style, clarify common confusions, and offer practical tips to
make your citations seamless and accurate.

Understanding MLA Citation for Interviews

MLA (Modern Language Association) style is widely used in humanities,
particularly in literature, language, and cultural studies. When you use an
interview as a source, you need to cite it properly both in the text and in
your Works Cited list. Interviews are considered “personal communications” in
MLA, and the way you cite them depends on whether the interview is published
or unpublished, and if you conducted the interview yourself or if you are
referencing someone else’s published interview.

Types of Interviews in MLA

Before diving into the in-text citation format, it’s important to distinguish
between the types of interviews:

Personal interviews: Interviews you conducted yourself with a person,
either in person, over the phone, or through digital communication.

Published interviews: Interviews that appear in books, articles,
websites, or other media and are accessible to the public.

Broadcast interviews: Interviews aired on television, radio, or
podcasts.

Each type has specific citation rules, and knowing these helps you decide how
to format your in-text citations properly.

How to In Text Cite an Interview MLA: Essential
Guidelines



MLA in-text citations typically include the author’s last name and the page
number. However, interviews often don’t have page numbers, especially
unpublished ones, so the citation format varies.

In-Text Citation for Personal Interviews

If you conducted the interview yourself, it is considered a personal
communication. MLA guidelines suggest the following approach:

- You should provide the interviewee’s name in the text but do not include it
in the Works Cited list because the interview is not recoverable by other
readers.
- In-text, just mention the person’s name and indicate it was a personal
interview, with the date if possible.

Example:

When discussing the importance of cultural heritage, Jane Smith emphasized
the role of oral traditions (personal interview, 12 March 2023).

Alternatively, you might introduce the interviewee within the sentence:

According to Jane Smith, oral traditions play a crucial role in preserving
cultural identity (personal interview, 12 March 2023).

This method keeps your writing clear and acknowledges the source of the
information without needing a Works Cited entry.

In-Text Citation for Published Interviews

If you are referencing a published interview, such as one found in a book,
magazine, or online article, you treat it like any other source with an
author or editor.

- Include the last name of the interviewee or the interviewer, depending on
who is more relevant to your point.
- If the interview is part of a larger work, include page numbers if
available.

Example:

In the interview, John Doe discusses the challenges faced by contemporary
artists (Doe 45).

If the interview is accessed online without page numbers, simply use the
author’s last name:

According to the interview with John Doe, contemporary artists face numerous
obstacles (Doe).

Make sure to include a full citation in your Works Cited list for the source
where the interview appears.



Citing Broadcast Interviews In Text

Broadcast interviews, such as those from TV or radio, are cited slightly
differently.

- Mention the interviewee’s name and, if relevant, the timestamp of the
segment quoted.
- If you’re citing a specific part of a broadcast, including the timestamp
helps readers locate the quote.

Example:

As noted by Dr. Jane Lee in the interview, the medical advances are
groundbreaking (Lee 00:15:32-00:16:05).

This citation is useful when you want to pinpoint a specific moment in a
longer broadcast.

Tips for Writing Natural and Clear In-Text
Citations for Interviews

When incorporating interviews into your writing, clarity is key. Here are
some practical tips to keep your citations professional and reader-friendly:

Introduce the interviewee naturally: Instead of just placing a
parenthetical citation, try weaving the interviewee’s name into your
sentence. This makes your writing flow better and gives credit upfront.

Include dates where possible: For personal interviews, adding the date
of the interview helps contextualize the source.

Use precise descriptors: If the interviewee’s role is relevant, mention
it to strengthen your argument (e.g., “Jane Smith, a cultural historian,
noted…”).

Keep consistency: Follow the same citation style throughout your paper
to maintain professionalism.

Be mindful of privacy: If the interview contains sensitive information,
confirm with the interviewee before publishing.

How to Format the Interview Citation in the
Works Cited List

While this article focuses on in-text citations, it’s helpful to understand
how interviews appear in the Works Cited section to ensure your in-text
citations align.

- For personal interviews you conducted, you do not include them in the Works
Cited list.



- For published interviews, the citation should include the interviewee’s
name, the title of the interview (if applicable), the title of the source,
publisher, publication date, and URL if accessed online.

Example for a published interview:

Smith, John. Interview by Jane Doe. Contemporary Artists Today, edited by
Mary Johnson, Random House, 2022, pp. 40-55.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Citing Interviews
in MLA

Since interviews don’t always fit neatly into traditional citation formats,
some common errors tend to crop up:

Forgetting to indicate it’s a personal interview: This can confuse
readers about the source’s nature.

Including unpublished interviews in the Works Cited list: MLA advises
against this because they’re not publicly accessible.

Omitting dates: Dates provide important context for your source.

Using page numbers for interviews without pages: This is unnecessary and
incorrect for unpublished interviews or online sources without pages.

Avoiding these pitfalls will make your citations accurate and professional.

The Role of Interviews in Academic Writing and
MLA Citation

Incorporating interviews into your academic work adds a layer of authenticity
and fresh perspectives. When you know how to in text cite an interview mla
style correctly, it demonstrates your attention to detail and respect for
sources. Whether you’re quoting an expert during research or including a
personal conversation that supports your thesis, proper MLA citation ensures
your work maintains integrity.

By mastering the citation of interviews, you not only enhance the quality of
your writing but also avoid potential plagiarism issues—a win-win for any
writer.

Using interviews effectively, paired with clear MLA in-text citations, can
elevate your paper from a simple report to a compelling and well-supported
argument. So the next time you conduct or reference an interview, you’ll know
exactly how to integrate it into your writing with confidence.



Frequently Asked Questions

How do you in-text cite a personal interview in MLA
format?

In MLA format, to in-text cite a personal interview, include the
interviewee's last name in parentheses. For example: (Smith).

Do you include the interview date in an MLA in-text
citation?

No, the interview date is not included in the MLA in-text citation for a
personal interview; only the interviewee's last name is used.

How do you cite an interview conducted by yourself in
the text using MLA?

When citing an interview you conducted in MLA, use the interviewee's last
name in the parenthetical citation. For example: (Johnson).

What if the interviewee's name is mentioned in the
sentence? How should the MLA in-text citation look?

If the interviewee's name is mentioned in the sentence, no parenthetical
citation is needed. For example: According to Smith, the data was
inconclusive.

How do you format the Works Cited entry for a
personal interview in MLA?

The Works Cited entry for a personal interview in MLA format is:
Interviewee's Last Name, First Name. Personal interview. Date of interview.

Can you use a time stamp in an MLA in-text citation
for an interview?

No, time stamps are not used in MLA in-text citations for interviews; only
the interviewee's last name is included.

How do you cite a published interview in MLA in-text?

For a published interview, cite the author's or interviewee's last name in
parentheses. If the interview is part of a larger work, include page numbers
if available, e.g., (Smith 45).

Is it necessary to mention the interview format
(e.g., phone, in-person) in the MLA in-text citation?

No, the format of the interview is not included in the MLA in-text citation;
it may be noted in the Works Cited entry if relevant.



Additional Resources
How to In Text Cite an Interview MLA: A Detailed Guide for Accurate Citation

how to in text cite an interview mla is a question frequently encountered by
students, researchers, and writers who incorporate primary source material
into their work. Interviews, whether conducted personally or sourced from
published materials, offer valuable firsthand insights but require careful
citation to maintain academic integrity and credibility. Mastering the MLA
(Modern Language Association) citation format for interviews ensures that
readers can trace the origin of quoted or paraphrased information, adhering
to scholarly standards and avoiding plagiarism. This article delves into the
nuances of correctly citing interviews in MLA style, providing practical
guidance and clarifying common uncertainties.

Understanding the Basics of MLA Interview
Citations

The MLA Handbook, widely used across humanities disciplines, prescribes
specific methods for citing various sources, including interviews. Interviews
present a unique challenge because they often involve unpublished, personal
communication rather than publicly accessible texts. Consequently, the MLA
format distinguishes between two main types of interviews: published
interviews (e.g., those appearing in newspapers, magazines, or online) and
unpublished or personal interviews conducted by the author.

When learning how to in text cite an interview MLA, it is essential to
identify which category the interview belongs to, as this affects the
citation structure. The in-text citation typically includes the interviewee’s
name, supplemented by additional information if necessary to clarify the
reference.

In-Text Citation for Personal or Unpublished
Interviews

For interviews you have conducted yourself or those not available to the
public, the MLA style treats them as personal communications. The in-text
citation format in this context is straightforward but requires some
specificity:

- Include the interviewee's full name or last name.
- Indicate that the information comes from a personal interview.
- Optionally, provide the date of the interview.

For example, if you interviewed Dr. Jane Smith on March 15, 2024, your in-
text citation might appear as:

(Smith)

or more precisely,

(Smith, personal interview, 15 Mar. 2024)

This brief notation is sufficient in the body of your paper to direct readers



to the corresponding Works Cited entry, where you provide fuller details.

In-Text Citation for Published Interviews

Published interviews, accessible through various media, require a slightly
different approach. Because the interview might be found in a magazine,
journal, website, or book, the in-text citation usually includes the last
name of the interviewee or the interviewer, depending on how the source is
framed.

For instance, if quoting an interview with author Toni Morrison published in
The New Yorker, the in-text citation would typically be:

(Morrison)

If the interviewer is more relevant or the source is best identified by their
name, use the interviewer’s last name instead. The key is consistency and
clarity.

MLA Works Cited Entries for Interviews

Proper in-text citation in MLA style goes hand-in-hand with a corresponding
entry in the Works Cited list. The format varies depending on whether the
interview is published or unpublished.

Unpublished Interview: The format generally includes the name of the
interviewee, the phrase “Personal interview,” and the date of the
interview.

Example:

Smith, Jane. Personal interview. 15 Mar. 2024.

Published Interview: This citation depends on the medium, with elements
such as the interviewer’s name, interview title, source title,
publisher, date, and URL (if applicable).

Example:

Morrison, Toni. Interview by Jane Doe. The New Yorker, 10 Apr. 2023,
www.newyorker.com/interviews/toni-morrison.

These detailed entries complement the concise in-text citations, enabling
readers to locate the original source if desired.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

One frequent mistake when learning how to in text cite an interview MLA is
overcomplicating the citation or including unnecessary details in the in-text
reference. Since the MLA style emphasizes minimalism in-text, avoid including



the interview date or medium unless it adds clarity.

Another challenge arises when the interviewee’s name is mentioned naturally
within the sentence. In such cases, the parenthetical citation can be omitted
or reduced to just the page number or other location marker if applicable.

For example:

According to Dr. Smith, the results were inconclusive (15).

If the interview does not have page numbers, no parentheses are required when
the interviewee’s name appears in the narrative.

Comparing MLA Interview Citation with Other
Styles

Understanding how MLA handles interview citations benefits from comparing it
to other citation formats such as APA and Chicago. APA requires more detailed
in-text citations for personal communications, including exact dates, but
does not include these sources in the reference list. Chicago style offers
flexibility but often uses footnotes for interviews.

The MLA method, emphasizing clarity and brevity, strikes a middle ground by
allowing personal interviews in the Works Cited and keeping in-text citations
succinct. This approach is particularly suited for humanities disciplines,
where primary source interviews are common.

Practical Tips for Seamless Integration of Interview
Citations

To seamlessly incorporate interview citations into your writing:

Identify if the interview is personal or published.1.

Use the interviewee’s last name in the in-text citation unless the2.
context suggests otherwise.

Keep in-text citations minimalistic to avoid disrupting the narrative3.
flow.

Provide complete and accurate details in the Works Cited entry to aid4.
reader verification.

When quoting, ensure the accuracy of the transcription and attribute the5.
information precisely.

Following these practices enhances the professionalism and credibility of
your manuscript.



The Role of Technology in Citing Interviews MLA

With the rise of digital communication, interviews increasingly occur via
video calls, emails, or social media platforms. MLA guidelines accommodate
these formats by encouraging clear descriptions of the interview medium in
both in-text citations and Works Cited entries.

For example, an interview conducted over Zoom might be cited in the Works
Cited as:

Johnson, Mark. Personal interview. Zoom, 20 Feb. 2024.

This clarity helps readers understand the nature of the source material,
which can be critical for assessing reliability.

The availability of citation management tools and online MLA citation
generators also simplifies the process of citing interviews. However, users
should cross-check automated outputs with official MLA guidelines to ensure
accuracy, especially for less conventional sources like interviews.

How to in text cite an interview MLA is a skill that requires attention to
detail and understanding of source types. By adhering to MLA standards,
writers ensure their use of interview material is transparent and
academically sound, enhancing the credibility of their work and respecting
intellectual property rights.
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