
heart of darkness and the secret
sharer
**Exploring Duality and Identity in Heart of Darkness and The Secret Sharer**

heart of darkness and the secret sharer are two compelling works of
literature that delve deep into the complexities of human nature, identity,
and morality. Written by Joseph Conrad, these stories are often studied
together because they both explore psychological and existential themes
through the lens of seafaring narratives. Although distinct in plot and
style, they share a rich tapestry of symbolism, character development, and
philosophical inquiry, making them fascinating subjects for readers and
scholars alike.

Thematic Parallels in Heart of Darkness and The
Secret Sharer

One of the most striking aspects of *Heart of Darkness* and *The Secret
Sharer* is how both stories examine the duality of human nature. Conrad
presents characters who grapple with their inner selves, often blurring the
line between civilization and savagery, self and other, sanity and madness.

Exploring the Darkness Within

In *Heart of Darkness*, the protagonist Marlow ventures deep into the African
Congo, encountering the infamous Kurtz and witnessing the devastating effects
of colonial exploitation. The journey into the jungle becomes a metaphor for
an inward exploration of the darkest recesses of the human soul. The novella
raises questions about the thin veneer of civilization and how quickly it can
dissolve under the pressures of environment and circumstance.

Similarly, *The Secret Sharer* tells the story of a young sea captain who
secretly harbors a fugitive crew member, Leggatt, aboard his ship. The
captain’s relationship with Leggatt mirrors an internal struggle, as Leggatt
represents a shadow self, a secret identity that the captain must reconcile
with in order to understand his own leadership and moral compass.

Identity and the Doppelgänger Motif

Both stories utilize the doppelgänger motif—a literary device where one
character serves as a double or alter ego of another. In *The Secret Sharer*,
Leggatt functions almost as the captain's hidden self, embodying qualities



the captain admires but has not yet embraced. This doubling intensifies the
theme of self-discovery and the fluidity of identity.

In *Heart of Darkness*, Kurtz can be viewed as a dark reflection of Marlow,
representing what one might become when stripped of societal norms and
unchecked by moral boundaries. The contrast between Marlow’s cautious
morality and Kurtz’s descent into madness highlights the internal conflict
between order and chaos.

Symbolism and Setting: The Role of the Sea and
the Jungle

Both *Heart of Darkness* and *The Secret Sharer* are set in environments that
symbolize the unknown and the unconscious. The physical settings profoundly
influence the narratives and reinforce the thematic content of both works.

The Jungle as a Symbol of Primal Chaos

In *Heart of Darkness*, the African jungle is more than just a backdrop; it
is a living, breathing force that represents primal chaos and mystery. The
dense foliage and impenetrable landscape symbolize the complexity and
darkness of the human psyche. As Marlow travels further into the jungle, the
boundaries between civilization and savagery blur, emphasizing the darkness
lurking within every person.

The Sea as a Realm of Isolation and Reflection

Conversely, *The Secret Sharer* is set almost entirely at sea, a vast and
isolated environment that mirrors the internal solitude of the captain. The
ocean is a place of both freedom and danger, where the captain must navigate
not only the physical challenges of command but also the murky waters of his
own conscience. The sea’s openness contrasts with the jungle’s
claustrophobia, yet both settings serve as metaphors for journeys into the
self.

Character Analysis: Marlow and the Young
Captain

Understanding the protagonists of both stories is key to appreciating how
Conrad crafts his meditation on identity and morality.



Marlow: The Reflective Narrator

Marlow, the narrator of *Heart of Darkness*, is reflective and philosophical.
His storytelling frames the entire narrative, lending an introspective tone
that invites readers to question the nature of truth and perception. Marlow’s
observations on Kurtz and the imperial enterprise expose the hypocrisy and
brutality underlying the so-called civilizing mission.

The Young Captain: A Study in Leadership and Self-
Awareness

In *The Secret Sharer*, the young captain is inexperienced and somewhat
uncertain at the beginning of the story. His decision to hide Leggatt
demonstrates his evolving sense of responsibility and courage. Through this
secret companionship, he gains insight into his own capabilities and
morality, symbolizing the journey from adolescence to maturity.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Conrad’s narrative style enhances the psychological depth of both *Heart of
Darkness* and *The Secret Sharer*. His use of frame narration, symbolism, and
ambiguous storytelling invites multiple interpretations.

Frame Narration and Unreliable Narrators

Both stories employ frame narration, where the main tale is told by a
narrator within the story. This technique creates layers of perspective,
emphasizing the subjective nature of truth. Marlow’s account in *Heart of
Darkness* is filtered through his personal biases and reflections, while the
young captain’s story is recounted with a sense of immediacy and intimacy.

Symbolism and Ambiguity

Conrad’s writing is rich with symbolism—from the Congo River’s winding path
to the secret sharer’s hidden presence aboard the ship. Ambiguity permeates
these symbols, allowing readers to engage actively with the text and draw
their own conclusions about the meaning of darkness, identity, and morality.



Why Read Heart of Darkness and The Secret
Sharer Together?

Reading *Heart of Darkness* and *The Secret Sharer* in tandem offers a fuller
understanding of Conrad’s exploration of the human condition. Both stories
challenge readers to confront uncomfortable truths about selfhood, authority,
and the thin line between civilization and savagery.

Psychological Depth: Both narratives delve into the subconscious and the
dualities within the self.

Philosophical Inquiry: They raise timeless questions about morality,
leadership, and the nature of evil.

Symbolic Richness: The settings and characters serve as powerful
metaphors for broader human experiences.

Engaging Storytelling: Conrad’s evocative prose and suspenseful plotting
make these works compelling reads.

For students and literature enthusiasts, comparing these stories can
illuminate how themes of darkness and secrecy operate differently but
complementarily in Conrad’s oeuvre.

Tips for Analyzing Heart of Darkness and The
Secret Sharer

If you’re tackling these works, whether for academic purposes or personal
interest, here are some helpful strategies:

Focus on Character Relationships: Pay close attention to how characters1.
interact and what these dynamics reveal about internal conflicts.

Examine Symbolism: Note recurring symbols like darkness, water, and2.
shadows, and consider their multiple layers of meaning.

Consider Historical Context: Understanding the colonial backdrop of3.
*Heart of Darkness* enriches its critique of empire and exploitation.

Reflect on Narrative Voice: Analyze how the narrators’ perspectives4.
shape the story and influence your interpretation.

Engage with Secondary Sources: Reading literary criticism can open new5.



avenues of thought and deepen your comprehension.

These approaches will help you appreciate the subtle complexities and
enduring relevance of Conrad’s work.

As you immerse yourself in *Heart of Darkness* and *The Secret Sharer*,
you’ll discover profound insights into the shadows that dwell within us
all—and the courage it takes to face them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Heart of
Darkness' and 'The Secret Sharer'?
Both 'Heart of Darkness' by Joseph Conrad and 'The Secret Sharer' explore
themes of identity, duality, and the darkness within the human soul. They
examine the conflict between civilization and savagery, and the moral
ambiguity inherent in human nature.

How do the protagonists in 'Heart of Darkness' and
'The Secret Sharer' reflect the theme of self-
discovery?
In 'Heart of Darkness,' Marlow embarks on a journey into the Congo that
becomes a metaphor for an inward journey into his own consciousness and
understanding of evil. Similarly, in 'The Secret Sharer,' the captain's
encounter with Leggatt forces him to confront aspects of his own identity and
leadership, leading to personal growth and self-awareness.

What role does the setting play in both 'Heart of
Darkness' and 'The Secret Sharer'?
The settings— the African Congo in 'Heart of Darkness' and the sea in 'The
Secret Sharer'—serve as more than backdrops; they symbolize the unknown and
the subconscious. The isolation and vastness of these environments highlight
the characters' internal struggles and the confrontation with their own
darkness.

How is the concept of duality portrayed in both
stories?
Duality is central to both narratives. In 'Heart of Darkness,' the contrast
between light and darkness symbolizes the thin line between civilization and
barbarism. In 'The Secret Sharer,' the captain and Leggatt represent two



sides of the same person, embodying the dual nature of identity and morality.

What narrative techniques does Joseph Conrad use in
'Heart of Darkness' and 'The Secret Sharer' to
enhance the storytelling?
Conrad employs a frame narrative in 'Heart of Darkness,' using a story within
a story to create layers of meaning and perspective. Both stories use a
limited third-person or first-person point of view, which creates ambiguity
and invites readers to interpret the psychological complexity of the
characters.

In what ways do 'Heart of Darkness' and 'The Secret
Sharer' critique imperialism and authority?
'Heart of Darkness' critiques imperialism by exposing its brutality and the
moral corruption it fosters. 'The Secret Sharer' subtly questions authority
and leadership by portraying the captain's moral dilemma and his empathy
towards a fugitive, challenging rigid notions of law and order.

How does the motif of secrecy function in both
'Heart of Darkness' and 'The Secret Sharer'?
Secrecy is a key motif that creates tension and explores hidden truths. In
'Heart of Darkness,' secrets relate to the darkness of colonial exploitation
and human nature. In 'The Secret Sharer,' the captain's concealment of
Leggatt symbolizes the repression of darker impulses and the complexity of
human identity.

Additional Resources
**Exploring the Depths: A Comparative Review of Heart of Darkness and The
Secret Sharer**

heart of darkness and the secret sharer stand as seminal works in the canon
of early 20th-century literature, both delving into the complexities of human
psychology, colonialism, and the duality of identity. Joseph Conrad, the
author behind these narratives, weaves intricate stories that explore the
murky boundaries between civilization and savagery, self and other, light and
darkness. This review takes a closer look at these two influential novellas,
analyzing their thematic convergences, stylistic nuances, and enduring
relevance.



Contextual Framework and Literary Significance

Both *Heart of Darkness* (1899) and *The Secret Sharer* (1910) emerge from
Conrad’s personal experiences as a mariner and his critical perspective on
imperialism. They are often studied together because they share motifs such
as the journey motif, the exploration of the subconscious, and a critique of
Western colonial attitudes. Conrad’s narrative technique—marked by complex
framing devices and unreliable narrators—invites readers to interrogate the
nature of truth and morality in his stories.

Thematic Overlaps and Divergences

At the core of both works lies the exploration of identity and the self’s
confrontation with its darker facets. In *Heart of Darkness*, the journey
into the African Congo symbolizes a descent into the primal and uncivilized
aspects of humanity. The protagonist, Marlow, encounters Kurtz, a man who has
surrendered to the wilderness and his own inner darkness, reflecting the
collapse of moral order amid imperialist greed.

Conversely, *The Secret Sharer* focuses on a more intimate psychological
encounter. The unnamed captain discovers Leggatt, a fugitive who becomes his
“secret sharer,” embodying parts of the captain’s own psyche. Their
relationship is a metaphor for self-discovery and the acceptance of the
hidden, sometimes darker, elements of personality necessary for leadership
and survival.

Symbolism and Narrative Style

Conrad’s use of symbolism is dense and multifaceted in both stories. Darkness
is a pervasive symbol representing the unknown, moral ambiguity, and the
subconscious mind. In *Heart of Darkness*, the titular “darkness” extends
beyond the African landscape to encompass the imperialist enterprise
itself—its brutality and hypocrisy. The river journey serves as a symbolic
passage into the depths of human depravity and existential uncertainty.

*The Secret Sharer* employs the sea and the ship as metaphors for isolation
and the voyage into the self. The secret sharer, Leggatt, represents a shadow
self, and their clandestine bond underscores themes of duality and
psychological integration. Conrad’s narrative is more condensed and focused
in this novella, relying heavily on mood and atmospheric tension to convey
internal conflict.



Character Analysis and Psychological Dimensions

Marlow and the captain are both introspective narrators grappling with
external and internal challenges. Marlow’s observations in *Heart of
Darkness* reveal his growing disillusionment with imperialism and human
nature. His complex relationship with Kurtz is central to the novella’s
exploration of charisma, madness, and moral ambiguity.

The captain in *The Secret Sharer* is a more youthful and inexperienced
figure, whose encounter with Leggatt catalyzes his transformation into a more
confident and self-aware leader. Leggatt serves as a foil, embodying
qualities the captain either lacks or suppresses. Their secret alliance is a
psychological symbiosis that underscores the novella’s exploration of
identity fragmentation and reconciliation.

Colonial Critique and Ethical Ambiguity

Both texts offer critical perspectives on colonialism, albeit through
different lenses. *Heart of Darkness* explicitly critiques the exploitative
and dehumanizing aspects of European imperialism. Conrad exposes the moral
bankruptcy underlying the so-called “civilizing mission,” highlighting the
gulf between rhetoric and practice.

*The Secret Sharer*, while less overtly political, subtly engages with themes
of authority and alienation that can be read in the context of colonial power
dynamics. The captain’s isolation on the sea parallels the alienation
colonial agents often experience, caught between duty and personal
conscience.

Stylistic Features and Narrative Techniques

Conrad’s prose in both works is notable for its complexity and ambiguity. The
frame narrative in *Heart of Darkness*—where Marlow recounts his tale aboard
a boat anchored on the Thames—adds layers of mediation and unreliability. The
novella’s fragmented and elliptical style mirrors the thematic uncertainty
and moral confusion.

*The Secret Sharer* employs a more straightforward narrative voice but
retains Conrad’s characteristic subtlety and psychological depth. The
novella’s compressed length necessitates economical storytelling, resulting
in a taut, suspenseful atmosphere.

Comparative Strengths and Limitations



Heart of Darkness excels in its grand thematic scope and complex
narrative structure, making it a profound meditation on imperialism and
human nature. However, its dense prose and ambiguous symbolism can pose
challenges for readers.

The Secret Sharer offers a more focused psychological study with a
compelling dynamic between two characters, providing accessible yet rich
material for analysis. Its brevity, however, limits the exploration of
broader socio-political contexts.

Legacy and Modern Interpretations

Both *Heart of Darkness* and *The Secret Sharer* continue to inspire
scholarly debate and cultural adaptations. The former has been the subject of
critical reassessment, especially regarding its portrayal of Africa and
accusations of racial bias. Despite this, it remains a foundational text in
postcolonial studies and literary modernism.

*The Secret Sharer* is often praised for its nuanced depiction of
psychological duality and leadership, influencing later explorations of
identity in literature and film. Its themes resonate with contemporary
discussions about the fragmented self and the masks people wear in positions
of power.

The enduring appeal of *heart of darkness and the secret sharer* lies in
their multifaceted exploration of humanity’s shadowy depths, the tension
between appearance and reality, and the complex interplay between individual
and society. These works challenge readers to confront uncomfortable truths
and reflect on the pervasive darkness that lurks within and without.

Heart Of Darkness And The Secret Sharer

  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Heart of Darkness and the Secret Sharer Joseph
Conrad, 2008-08-05 In this pair of literary voyages into the inner self, Joseph Conrad has written two
of the most chilling, disturbing, and noteworthy pieces of fiction of the twentieth century. Heart of
Darkness is a devastating commentary on the corruptibility of humanity. Based on Conrad’s own
1890 trip up the Congo River, the story is told by Marlow, the novelist’s alter ego. It is a journey into
darkness and horror—both literally, as the narrator descends into a sinister jungle landscape, and
metaphorically, as he encounters the morally depraved Mr. Kurtz. The Secret Sharer is the tale of a
young sea captain’s first command as he sails into the Gulf of Siam—and into an encounter with his
mysterious “double,” the shadow self of the unconscious mind. Joseph Conrad boldly experimented
with the novella and novel forms, filled his writing with the exotic places he himself had traveled,
and concerned himself with honor, guilt, moral alienation, and sin. Heart of Darkness and The Secret
Sharer encapsulate his literary achievements—and his haunting portrayal of the dark side of man.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-186/heart-of-darkness-and-the-secret-sharer.pdf


With an Introduction by Joyce Carol Oates and an Afterword by Vince Passaro
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Heart of Darkness & the Secret Sharer Mary
Ellen Snodgrass, 1995
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Heart of Darkness & The Secret Sharer, Joseph
Conrad John Hennelly, 1988
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Heart of Darkness and the Secret Sharer by
Joseph Conrad: Notes , 1964
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 1994 A guide
to reading Heart of Darkness and The Secret Sharer with a critical and appreciative mind. Includes
background on the author's life and times, sample tests, term paper suggestions, and a reading list.
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: CliffsNotes on Conrad's Heart of Darkness &
The Secret Sharer Daniel Moran, 2000-07-01 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert
commentary on major themes, plots, characters, literary devices, and historical background. The
latest generation of titles in this series also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement
the classic, familiar format. In CliffsNotes on The Heart of Darkness & The Secret Sharer, you come
to understand how each of these stories deals with the dark side of the human character. Heart of
Darkness is a journey up the Congo River to where an ivory agent, Kurtz, has succumbed to human
weakness and evil, and has disintegrated into a grotesque creature. The Secret Sharer is an
allegorical examination of a timid man who struggles to stifle the more physical and dangerous part
of himself. Eventually, he resolves this duality and becomes more daring—and, therefore, more
complete. This concise supplement to Joseph Conrad's The Heart of Darkness & The Secret Sharer
helps you understand the overall structure of the novels, actions and motivations of the characters,
and the social and cultural perspectives of the author. Features that help you study include
Part-by-part summaries and commentaries Character maps that graphically illustrates the
relationships among the characters Critical essays that provide expert insight on the novels'
structure Review sections that test your knowledge Classic literature or modern-day treasure—you'll
understand it all with expert information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness and The
Secret Sharer Jeremy Jericho, 1984-12 A lively, in-depth discussion of HEART OF DARKNESS AND
THE SECRET SHARER. Students are taken on an exciting journey of discovery through every scene
or chapter. Also included are unique text notes, ideas for term papers, notes on the author's life as
well as a glossary.
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Joseph Conrad's The Heart of Darkness and the
Secret Sharer James Weiss, 1966
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: The Heart of Darkness and The Secret Sharer
Joseph Conrad, 1977
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Heart of Darkness and the Secret Sharer, by
Joseph Conrad Pat Watson, 2000
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Heart of Darkness and the Secret Sharer Joseph
Conrad, 2004-05-01 ENDURING LITERATURE ILLUMINATED BY PRACTICAL SCHOLARSHIP Two
of Joseph Conrad's most compelling and haunting works, in which the deepest perceptions and
desires of the human heart and mind are explored. EACH ENRICHED CLASSIC EDITION
INCLUDES: • A concise introduction that gives readers important background information • A
chronology of the author's life and work • A timeline of significant events that provides the book's
historical context • An outline of key themes and plot points to help readers form their own
interpretations • Detailed explanatory notes • Critical analysis, including contemporary and modern
perspectives on the work • Discussion questions to promote lively classroom and book group
interaction • A list of recommended related books and films to broaden the reader's experience
Enriched Classics offer readers affordable editions of great works of literature enhanced by helpful
notes and insightful commentary. The scholarship provided in Enriched Classics enables readers to
appreciate, understand, and enjoy the world's finest books to their full potential. SERIES EDITED BY



CYNTHIA BRANTLEY JOHNSON
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Mancomunitat de Catalunya , 1918
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness & the
Secret Sharer Tessa Krailing, Jeremy Jericho, 1984 A guide to reading Heart of Darkness and The
Secret Sharer with a critical and appreciative mind. Includes background on the author's life and
times, sample tests, term paper suggestions, and a reading list.
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Heart of Darkness, and the Secret Sharer Joseph
Conrad, 1963
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Secret Sharer Joseph Conrad, 1984
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Heart of Darkness and The Secret Sharer
Norma Youngbirg, 1988
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Heart of Darkness; the Secret Sharer Novel
Units Teacher Guide Pat Watson, 1999-08 Activities to be used in the classroom to accompany the
reading of Heart of Darkness and the Secret Sharer by Joseph Conrad.
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness & the
Secret Sharer Harold Bloom, 2000 Includes a brief biography of the author, thematic and structural
analysis of the two works, critical views, and an index of themes and ideas.
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness and the Secret
Sharer Harold Bloom, 1996 Includes a brief biography of the author, thematic and structural
analysis of the two works, critical views, and an index of themes and ideas.
  heart of darkness and the secret sharer: Heart of Darkness, and The Secret Sharer Franklin
Walker, 1966
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