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encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare serves as a crucial resource for anyone
interested in the ethical treatment and protection of animals. It provides a comprehensive overview
of the principles, laws, history, and debates surrounding how humans interact with animals,
spanning from domestic pets to wildlife and farm animals. Whether you’re an advocate, student, or
simply curious, diving into this subject reveals the complex balance between respecting animal
sentience and addressing human needs.

Defining Animal Rights and Animal Welfare

Before exploring the encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare, it’s important to distinguish
these two closely related but distinct concepts.

What Are Animal Rights?

Animal rights refer to the belief that animals possess inherent rights similar to human rights.
Advocates argue that animals should not be treated as property or resources but as individuals with
intrinsic value deserving freedom from exploitation and harm. This perspective often supports the
abolition of animal testing, factory farming, and entertainment that involves animals.

Understanding Animal Welfare

Animal welfare, on the other hand, focuses on ensuring animals live free from unnecessary suffering
and have their basic needs met. This framework accepts human use of animals but emphasizes
humane treatment, proper housing, nutrition, and medical care. It’s a more pragmatic approach
aimed at improving conditions rather than fundamentally changing human-animal relationships.

The Evolution of Animal Rights and Welfare
Movements

The encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare traces the historical roots of these movements,
revealing how societal attitudes have shifted over centuries.



Early Philosophical Foundations

Philosophers like Jeremy Bentham in the 18th century highlighted animal sentience and the capacity
to suffer, urging ethical consideration. His famous assertion, “The question is not, Can they reason?
nor, Can they talk? but, Can they suffer?” laid the groundwork for modern animal ethics.

The Rise of Organized Advocacy

In the 19th century, organizations like the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(RSPCA) were founded, marking the start of systematic animal welfare efforts. Over time, groups
began advocating stronger protections and legal reforms.

Contemporary Developments

Today, the encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare highlights a broad spectrum of activism,
from veganism and abolitionism to legislative campaigns promoting better animal living standards.
International bodies have also taken steps to address animal welfare globally.

Key Legal Frameworks Protecting Animals

A critical component detailed in the encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare is the legal
landscape that governs animal protection worldwide.

International Treaties and Guidelines

While no comprehensive global treaty exists solely for animal rights, various agreements influence
animal welfare standards. The Universal Declaration on Animal Welfare (UDAW), though not legally
binding, aims to raise awareness and encourage legislation respecting animal well-being.
Additionally, conventions like CITES regulate international trade in endangered species to prevent
exploitation.

National Laws and Regulations

Countries differ widely in their legal approaches. For example:

United States: The Animal Welfare Act regulates treatment of animals in research and
exhibition, but farm animals are largely excluded.

European Union: Comprehensive directives address animal welfare in farming,



transportation, and slaughter.

India: Recognizes animals as sentient beings and has laws against cruelty and for wildlife
protection.

Knowing these legal frameworks helps advocates target reforms effectively and understand the
scope of protections animals currently enjoy.

Practical Aspects of Animal Welfare

The encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare goes beyond theory, exploring how welfare
principles apply in real-world settings.

Animal Husbandry and Farming Practices

Ensuring animal welfare on farms involves addressing living conditions, health care, and humane
treatment during transport and slaughter. Practices like free-range farming, enrichment activities,
and pain management during procedures have become focal points for welfare improvements.

Animals in Research and Testing

Laboratory animals are protected under specific welfare guidelines requiring minimizing pain and
distress. The “3Rs” principle—Replacement, Reduction, Refinement—guides ethical research by
encouraging alternatives to animal use and improving conditions when animals are necessary.

Companion Animals and Ethical Pet Ownership

Good welfare for pets means meeting their physical and psychological needs, including proper
nutrition, exercise, socialization, and veterinary care. The encyclopedia highlights the importance of
responsible adoption, spaying/neutering, and avoiding abandonment or neglect.

The Ethical Debates and Challenges

No encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare would be complete without discussing ongoing
controversies and ethical dilemmas.



Balancing Human Interests and Animal Protection

One challenge is finding a balance between cultural traditions, economic activities, and animal
welfare. Practices like hunting, animal entertainment, or religious slaughter often spark heated
debates, requiring sensitive dialogue and nuanced policies.

Emerging Topics: Animal Sentience and Legal Personhood

Recent scientific research has expanded our understanding of animal cognition and emotions,
fueling arguments for granting certain species legal personhood or stronger rights. Courts in some
countries have begun recognizing animals as more than property, signaling potential shifts in legal
paradigms.

Climate Change and Wildlife Welfare

Environmental changes pose new threats to animal welfare, from habitat loss to increased disease
risks. Protecting wildlife requires integrating animal welfare considerations with conservation and
climate action strategies.

How to Use the Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and
Animal Welfare Effectively

Whether you’re a student, activist, policymaker, or simply passionate about animals, this
comprehensive resource can guide your understanding and actions.

Research Key Concepts: Use the encyclopedia to clarify terms and historical context behind
animal rights movements and welfare standards.

Stay Updated on Legislation: Consult legal sections to track current laws and upcoming
reforms.

Explore Case Studies: Learn from real-world examples to see how principles translate into
practice.

Engage in Advocacy: Gain insights into effective messaging and ethical considerations to
support animal protection campaigns.

This resource not only educates but also inspires a more compassionate and informed approach
toward animals in all spheres of life.

The encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare continues to evolve as new research, cultural



shifts, and legal changes unfold. By engaging deeply with its content, we can better appreciate the
complexity of animal ethics and contribute to a world where animals are treated with the dignity and
care they deserve.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and Animal
Welfare'?
The 'Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and Animal Welfare' is a comprehensive reference work that
provides detailed information on topics related to animal rights, animal welfare, ethical
considerations, laws, and organizations concerned with the treatment of animals.

Who is the author of the 'Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and
Animal Welfare'?
The encyclopedia was edited by Marc Bekoff, a prominent ethologist and advocate for animal rights
and welfare.

What topics are covered in the 'Encyclopedia of Animal Rights
and Animal Welfare'?
The encyclopedia covers a wide range of topics including animal ethics, welfare science, legislation,
animal advocacy movements, species-specific issues, and philosophical perspectives on animal
rights.

How can the 'Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and Animal
Welfare' be useful for students and researchers?
It serves as a valuable resource that offers authoritative and comprehensive entries, making it useful
for students and researchers studying animal law, ethics, biology, and social sciences related to
animal issues.

Is the 'Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and Animal Welfare'
available in digital format?
Yes, many editions of the encyclopedia are available in both print and digital formats, making it
accessible through academic libraries and online platforms.

Does the encyclopedia address current debates in animal
rights?
Yes, it includes entries that discuss contemporary debates and emerging issues in animal rights and
welfare, such as animal testing, factory farming, and wildlife conservation.



Can the 'Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and Animal Welfare'
help in understanding international animal welfare laws?
Yes, the encyclopedia provides information on animal welfare laws and policies from different
countries, helping readers understand the global legal landscape regarding animal protection.

Who is the intended audience for the 'Encyclopedia of Animal
Rights and Animal Welfare'?
The intended audience includes scholars, activists, policymakers, students, educators, and anyone
interested in the ethical treatment and welfare of animals.

Are there entries about animal advocacy organizations in the
encyclopedia?
Yes, the encyclopedia contains detailed information about various animal advocacy organizations,
their histories, missions, and roles in promoting animal welfare and rights.

How often is the 'Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and Animal
Welfare' updated?
Updates depend on the edition and publisher, but newer editions are released periodically to include
the latest research, legal changes, and developments in animal rights and welfare.

Additional Resources
Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and Animal Welfare: A Comprehensive Review

encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare serves as an essential resource for
understanding the complex and evolving frameworks that govern the ethical treatment and legal
protections of animals worldwide. This compilation not only outlines the philosophical foundations
and historical developments of animal rights but also delves into the practical dimensions of animal
welfare, offering a nuanced exploration of both concepts. As societal attitudes toward animals
continue to shift, the encyclopedia provides a critical lens through which policymakers, activists,
researchers, and the general public can examine the challenges and advancements within this
multifaceted field.

Understanding Animal Rights and Animal Welfare

Animal rights and animal welfare, while often used interchangeably in casual conversation, embody
distinct ideologies and objectives. The encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare clarifies
these differences, which is vital for informed discourse and effective advocacy.

Animal rights assert that animals possess inherent moral rights similar to human rights, advocating
for their freedom from exploitation and harm. This perspective often opposes any form of animal use



for food, research, entertainment, or clothing. In contrast, animal welfare focuses on the humane
treatment and well-being of animals, accepting their use by humans under conditions that minimize
suffering and ensure humane care.

The encyclopedia thoroughly documents these ideological frameworks, providing historical context
that traces back to early philosophical contributions from figures like Jeremy Bentham and Peter
Singer, whose utilitarian arguments emphasized the capacity to suffer as the basis for moral
consideration. This foundation informs contemporary discussions, influencing legislation and
activism worldwide.

The Historical Evolution of Animal Protection

One of the encyclopedia’s strengths lies in its detailed chronology, illustrating how animal rights and
welfare movements have evolved. From ancient cultural practices to modern legal statutes, the text
highlights key moments such as:

The enactment of the first animal protection laws in the 19th century, notably the UK’s Cruelty
to Animals Act of 1835.

The rise of organized animal rights activism in the 20th century, including the establishment of
organizations like the Animal Liberation Front and People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA).

Significant legislative milestones such as the Animal Welfare Act in the United States and the
European Union’s directives on animal testing and farming conditions.

These developments underscore how societal values and scientific understanding have progressively
shaped the treatment of animals, a theme meticulously analyzed throughout the encyclopedia.

Key Features of the Encyclopedia

The encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare distinguishes itself through several notable
features that enhance its utility as both an academic reference and a practical guide.

Comprehensive Coverage Across Disciplines

The work integrates perspectives from ethics, law, veterinary science, and sociology, offering a
multidisciplinary approach that reflects the complexity of animal-related issues. For instance, legal
entries elucidate international treaties and national laws, while ethical discussions engage with
arguments surrounding speciesism and moral agency. Meanwhile, welfare science sections explore
animal behavior, cognition, and welfare assessment methodologies.



Global Perspectives and Case Studies

Recognizing the global nature of animal issues, the encyclopedia includes case studies from diverse
cultural and legal contexts. This breadth allows readers to understand how different countries
approach animal protection, revealing both common challenges and unique solutions. Examples
include the contrasting policies on factory farming in the United States versus the European Union,
and the differing attitudes toward wildlife conservation in developing nations.

Balanced Presentation of Controversies

The encyclopedia does not shy away from contentious topics. It presents debates such as the ethics
of animal testing in medical research, the use of animals in entertainment, and the implications of
emerging technologies like lab-grown meat. By offering multiple viewpoints, the encyclopedia
encourages critical thinking and informed decision-making rather than advocating for a singular
stance.

Animal Rights and Welfare in Contemporary Context

In recent years, public awareness and scientific advancements have intensified scrutiny of animal
use and treatment. The encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare captures these dynamic
trends, examining their impact on policy and public opinion.

The Role of Legislation and Enforcement

Legal protections remain foundational to animal welfare efforts. The encyclopedia catalogs current
international standards such as the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) guidelines and
regional frameworks like the European Convention for the Protection of Pet Animals. It critically
assesses enforcement challenges, noting that despite stringent laws, gaps in compliance continue to
undermine animal welfare globally.

Technological Innovations and Ethical Implications

Advances in biotechnology and alternative testing methods are transforming how animals are used
in science and industry. The encyclopedia discusses innovations such as in vitro cell cultures
replacing animal testing and the development of synthetic meats aiming to reduce reliance on
livestock farming. These developments raise complex ethical questions about the future of human-
animal relationships, thoroughly explored within the text.

Public Engagement and Education



Another area of focus is the role of education and media in shaping attitudes toward animals. The
encyclopedia highlights how documentaries, social media campaigns, and school curricula influence
public perception and behavior, thereby driving legislative reforms and market shifts toward cruelty-
free products.

Utilizing the Encyclopedia for Research and Advocacy

For professionals involved in animal rights and welfare, the encyclopedia serves as an indispensable
tool. Researchers can leverage its extensive bibliographies and cross-references to deepen their
studies, while policymakers benefit from its clear summaries of legal precedents and scientific data.
Advocates and educators find in it a reliable source to inform campaigns and foster understanding
among diverse audiences.

Strengths and Limitations

While the encyclopedia offers exhaustive content, its depth may present challenges for casual
readers seeking quick answers. However, its structured layout and indexing facilitate targeted
exploration. Additionally, the rapidly evolving nature of animal rights and welfare necessitates
frequent updates to maintain relevance, a task the encyclopedia addresses through periodic
revisions and digital supplements.

In sum, the encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare stands as a pivotal reference that
encapsulates the ethical, scientific, and legal dimensions of animal protection. By bridging theory
and practice, it empowers stakeholders to engage thoughtfully with one of the most pressing moral
issues of our time.

Encyclopedia Of Animal Rights And Animal Welfare

  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and
Animal Welfare Marc Bekoff, Carron A. Meaney, 2013-12-16 Human beings' responsibility to and for
their fellow animals has become an increasingly controversial subject. This book provides a
provocative overview of the many different perspectives on the issues of animal rights and animal
welfare in an easy-to-use encyclopedic format. Original contributions, from over 125 well-known
philosophers, biologists, and psychologists in this field, create a well-balanced and multi-disciplinary
work. Users will be able to examine critically the varied angles and arguments and gain a better
understanding of the history and development of animal rights and animal protectionist movements
around the world. Outstanding Reference Source Best Reference Source
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and
Animal Welfare Marc Bekoff, 2010 Presents alphabetically arranged entries on animal rights,
covering such topics as endangered species, animal rescue, law and legislation, diseases, breeding
practices, and animal cognition.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and
Animal Welfare Marc Bekoff, 2009-11-25 A landmark publishing achievement on the subject, the
new edition of this acclaimed encyclopedia is expanded to two volumes, covering the full range of

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-186/encyclopedia-of-animal-rights-and-animal-welfare.pdf


issues related to animal protection. Expanded to two volumes, the comprehensively updated new
edition, Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and Animal Welfare: Second Edition is an extraordinary
publishing event. It remains the only reference to cover the entire scope of animal rights and welfare
from a global interdisciplinary perspective, with an international team of contributors assembled by
Marc Bekoff covering animal treatment issues in the United States, China, India, Kenya, Australia,
and many other nations. With a focused emphasis on fairness and justice for animals evident on
every page, Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and Animal Welfare: Second Edition offers clear
explanations of hot-button topics like puppy mills, endangered species in zoos, no-kill shelters, dog
fighting, factory farming and disease, veganism, conservation ethics, wildlife contraception, and
more. The encyclopedia also explores a range of religious, ethical, and philosophical views on using
animals, as well as the latest research on animal cognition and sentience. The work helps readers
understand the different viewpoints of animal welfare advocates who want to improve conditions for
animals and animal rights activists who don't want animals used at all.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and
Animal Welfare: A-H Marc Bekoff, 2010
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and
Animal Welfare: I-Z Marc Bekoff, 2010
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Elgar Concise Encyclopedia of Animal
Law Joan E. Schaffner, 2025-07-15 With contributions from over 135 international experts, this
Encyclopedia provides an expansive overview of the emerging field of animal law. Focusing on the
legal regulation of human interactions with non-human animals, the volume serves as an insightful
guide to how the law can promote the wellbeing of animals as well as the environment.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: The Animal Manifesto Marc Bekoff,
2010-10-05 In this inspirational call to action, Marc Bekoff, the world’s leading expert on animal
emotions, gently shows that improving our treatment of animals is a matter of rethinking our many
daily decisions and “expanding our compassion footprint.” He demonstrates that animals experience
a rich range of emotions, including empathy and compassion, and that they clearly know right from
wrong. Driven by moral imperatives and pressing environmental realities, Bekoff offers six
compelling reasons for changing the way we treat animals — whether they’re in factory farms, labs,
circuses, or our vanishing wilderness. The result is a well-researched, informative guide that will
change animal and human lives for the better.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: The Encyclopedia of Applied Animal
Behaviour and Welfare D. S. Mills, Jeremy N. Marchant-Forde, 2010 The practical focus of this
authoritative, comprehensive encyclopedia promotes the understanding and improvement of
animals' behaviour without compromising welfare. It will be an essential resource for practising
veterinarians, researchers and students in zoology and ethology, and for all those working with and
interested in animals and their welfare. --Book Jacket.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Animal Rights Clare Palmer, 2017-05-15
Do animals have moral rights? If so, which ones? How does this affect our thinking about agriculture
and experimentation? If animals have moral rights, should they be protected by law? These are some
of the questions addressed in this collection, which contains more than 30 papers spanning nearly
40 years of debates about animal rights. It includes work by leading advocates of animal rights both
in philosophy and law, as well as contributions by those resolutely opposed to the very idea of animal
rights. A substantial Introduction surveys key arguments in the area and puts the papers in context.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Animals and the Law Jordan Curnutt,
2001-11-02 Offers a comprehensive overview of the legislation and legal issues surrounding animals.
Written by Jordan Curnutt, Animals and the Law covers everything from the Silver Spring monkeys,
subjects in the first U.S. lab raided by police where criminal charges were filed against a scientist
conducting federally funded research, to sex with animals. Among the subjects reviewed are kosher
and Halal food restrictions, mad cow disease and cattle cannibalism, animals in laboratories, and as
entertainment—in circuses, zoos, rodeos, horse racing, cockfighting, and more. Also included are



appendixes of animal organizations, cases, statutes and regulations, and an extensive bibliography.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Defending Animal Rights Tom Regan,
2001 He puts the issue of animal rights in historical context, drawing parallels between animal
rights activism and other social movements, including the anti-slavery movement in the nineteenth
century and the gay-lesbian struggle today. He also outlines the challenges to animal rights posed by
deep ecology and ecofeminism to using animals for human purposes and addresses the ethical
dilemma of the animal rights advocate whose employer uses animals for research.--BOOK JACKET.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: The Routledge Handbook of
Philosophy of Animal Minds Kristin Andrews, Jacob Beck, 2017-07-06 While philosophers have
been interested in animals since ancient times, in the last few decades the subject of animal minds
has emerged as a major topic in philosophy. The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Animal Minds
is an outstanding reference source to the key topics, problems, and debates in this exciting subject
and is the first collection of its kind. Comprising nearly fifty chapters by a team of international
contributors, the Handbook is divided into eight parts: Mental representation Reasoning and
metacognition Consciousness Mindreading Communication Social cognition and culture Association,
simplicity, and modeling Ethics. Within these sections, central issues, debates, and problems are
examined, including: whether and how animals represent and reason about the world; how animal
cognition differs from human cognition; whether animals are conscious; whether animals represent
their own mental states or those of others; how animals communicate; the extent to which animals
have cultures; how to choose among competing models and explanations of animal behavior; and
whether animals are moral agents and/or moral patients. The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of
Animal Minds is essential reading for students and researchers in philosophy of mind, philosophy of
psychology, ethics, and related disciplines such as ethology, biology, psychology, linguistics, and
anthropology.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Sentience and Animal Welfare Donald M
Broom, 2014-08-14 Sentience – the ability to feel, perceive and experience – is central to the animal
welfare debate as it raises the question of whether animals experience suffering in life and death.
This book explores and answers these questions in an objective way, based on the latest research
and empirical evidence. Beginning with an introduction to sentience, the book investigates why we
are so interested in sentience, when, as a species, humans became sentient and how it has changed
over time. The book defines aspects of sentience such as consciousness, memory and emotions, and
discusses brain complexity in detail. Looking at sentience from a developmental perspective, it
analyses when in an individual’s growth sentience can be said to appear and uses evidence from a
range of studies investigating embryos, foetuses and young animals to form an enlightening
overview of the subject. With a full chapter covering ethical decisions such as animal protection and
experimentation, this book is not only an invaluable resource for researchers and students of animal
welfare and biology, but also an engaging and informative read for veterinarians and the general
public. Sentience – the ability to feel, perceive and experience – is central to the animal welfare
debate as it raises the question of whether animals experience suffering in life and death. This book
explores and answers these questions in an objective way, based on the latest research and
empirical evidence. Beginning with an introduction to sentience, the book investigates why we are
so interested in sentience, when, as a species, humans became sentient and how it has changed over
time. The book defines aspects of sentience such as consciousness, memory and emotions, and
discusses brain complexity in detail. Looking at sentience from a developmental perspective, it
analyses when in an individual’s growth sentience can be said to appear and uses evidence from a
range of studies investigating embryos, foetuses and young animals to form an enlightening
overview of the subject. With a full chapter covering ethical decisions such as animal protection and
experimentation, this book is not only an invaluable resource for researchers and students of animal
welfare and biology, but also an engaging and informative read for veterinarians and the general
public.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: The Oxford Handbook of Animal Ethics



Tom L. Beauchamp, R.G. Frey, 2011-11-17 This text is designed to capture the nature of the
questions as they stand today and to propose solutions to many of the major problems in the ethics
of how we use animals.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: The Global Guide to Animal Protection
Andrew Linzey, 2013-06-01 Raising awareness of human indifference and cruelty toward animals,
The Global Guide to Animal Protection includes more than 180 introductory articles that survey the
extent of worldwide human exploitation of animals from a variety of perspectives. In addition to
entries on often disturbing examples of human cruelty toward animals, the book provides inspiring
accounts of attempts by courageous individuals--including Jane Goodall, Shirley McGreal, Birute
Mary Galdikas, Richard D. Ryder, and Roger Fouts--to challenge and change exploitative practices.
As concern for animals and their welfare grows, this volume will be an indispensable aid to general
readers, activists, scholars, and students interested in developing a keener awareness of cruelty to
animals and considering avenues for reform. Also included is a special foreword by Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, urging readers to seek justice and protection for all creatures, humans and animals
alike.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Animal Ethics and Animal Law Andrew
Linzey, Clair Linzey, 2022-11-07 Animal law is a growing discipline, as is animal ethics. In this
wide-ranging book, scholars from around the world address the intersections between the two.
Specifically, this collection focuses on pressing moral issues and how law can protect animals from
cruelty and abuse. A project of the Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics, the book is edited by the Oxford
Centre’s directors, Andrew Linzey and Clair Linzey, and features contributions from many of its
fellows. Divided into three sections, the work explores historical perspectives and ethical–legal
issues such as “personhood” and “property” before focusing on five practical case studies. The
volume introduces readers to the interweaving between these subjects and should act as a spur to
further interdisciplinary work.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Introduction to Animal Rights Gary
Francione, 2010-07-29 Argues that the way humans treat animals results from the contradiction
between the ideas that animals have some rights, but that they are also property, and offers ways to
resolve the conflict.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Animals, Ethics and Trade Joyce D'Silva,
Jacky Turner, 2012-05-16 Modern urban life cuts us off from direct connection with the animal
world, yet daily the lives of millions of animals are affected by what we consume and wear and what
we trade in. The use of animals for food, labour and pleasure pursuits has long been justified with
the assumption that unlike humans, animals aren't fully sentient beings. In recent years, however,
science has revealed an astonishing array of complex animal behaviour, and scientists and policy
makers now accept that the animals we make use of are indeed conscious, with preferences and
intentions. The implications for our culture of factory farming, fast food and rainforest liquidation
are staggering. In this powerful book, internationally renowned experts on animal behaviour and
agriculture such as Jane Goodall, Tim Lang and Vandana Shiva are brought together with ethicists,
religious scholars, international industry and regulators for the first time to debate these critical
issues and tackle the profound implications of animal sentience. The first sections discuss scientific
and ethical perspectives on the consciousness, emotions and mental abilities of animals. Later
sections address how human activities such as science, law, religion, farming, food production,
trade, development and education respect or ignore animals' sentience and welfare, and review the
options for changes in our policies, our practices and our thinking. The result is nothing less than a
stark and necessary look into the heart of humanity and the ethics that govern our animal powered
society.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: Animal Welfare and International
Environmental Law Werner Scholtz, 2019 At a time when the planet’s wildlife faces countless
dangers, international environmental law continues to overlook its evolving welfare interests. This
thought-provoking book provides a crucial exploration of how international environmental law must



adapt to take account of the growing recognition of the intrinsic value of wildlife.
  encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare: The Oxford Handbook of Animal
Studies Linda Kalof, 2017-02-01 Intellectual struggles with the animal question-- how humans can
rethink and reconfigure their relationships with other animals-- first began to take hold in the 1970s.
Over the next forty years, scholars from a wide range of fields would make sweeping reevaluations
of the relationship between humans and other animals. The Oxford Handbook of Animal Studies
brings these diverse evaluations together for the first time, paying special attention to the
commodification of animals, the degradation of the natural world and a staggering loss of animal
habitat and species extinction, and the increasing need for humans to coexist with other animals in
urban, rural and natural contexts. Linda Kalof maps these themes into the five major categories that
structure this volume: Animals in the Landscape of Law, Politics and Public Policy; Animal
Intentionality, Agency and Reflexive Thinking; Animals as Objects in Science, Food, Spectacle and
Sport; Animals in Cultural Representations; and Animals in Ecosystems. Written by international
scholars with backgrounds in philosophy, law, history, English, art, sociology, geography,
archaeology, environmental studies, cultural studies, and animal advocacy, the thirty chapters in this
handbook investigate key issues and concepts central to understanding our current relationship with
other animals and the potential for coexistence in an ecological community of living beings.
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