
did marco polo go to china
Did Marco Polo Go to China? Exploring the Journey of the Venetian Explorer

Did Marco Polo go to China? This question has fascinated historians, travelers, and
curious minds for centuries. Marco Polo, the Venetian merchant and adventurer, is famously
credited with traveling to the court of Kublai Khan and providing one of the earliest detailed
European accounts of Asia, particularly China. But did he really make the arduous journey,
or is his story a blend of fact, legend, and exaggeration? Let’s dive into the history,
evidence, and debates surrounding Marco Polo’s travels to answer this intriguing question.

The Historical Context of Marco Polo’s Journey

Marco Polo was born in Venice in 1254, during a time when Europe was just beginning to
open up to the wider world beyond the Mediterranean. The Silk Road, a vast network of
trade routes connecting East and West, was thriving, and stories of exotic lands and riches
filtered back to Europe. Polo’s family were merchants and had already traveled extensively
in Asia before young Marco embarked on his famous journey.

In 1271, at the age of 17, Marco Polo set out with his father Niccolò and uncle Maffeo on a
journey to the court of Kublai Khan, the Mongol ruler of China. Their travels took them
across Persia, Central Asia, and eventually into the vast Mongol Empire. The Polos spent
approximately 24 years in Asia, with Marco Polo allegedly serving as an envoy and
administrator under Kublai Khan.

Did Marco Polo Really Reach China?

When investigating whether Marco Polo actually went to China, historians examine a variety
of sources, including Polo’s own writings, contemporary accounts, and archaeological
evidence. The primary source of information is “The Travels of Marco Polo,” dictated by
Marco Polo to Rustichello da Pisa while Polo was imprisoned in Genoa in the late 13th
century.

Evidence Supporting Polo’s Visit to China

- **Detailed Descriptions**: Polo’s book contains remarkably detailed descriptions of
Chinese cities, culture, government, and geography that were unknown to Europeans at the
time. His account includes vivid portrayals of the bustling metropolis of Hangzhou, the
grandeur of Kublai Khan’s palace, and the use of paper money.

- **Lack of European Knowledge**: Many aspects of Polo’s narrative were later confirmed
by other travelers and historians, suggesting he had firsthand knowledge rather than
hearsay.



- **Mongol Connection**: The Polo family’s previous interactions with the Mongols and their
ability to travel safely across the empire lend credibility to their journey.

Arguments Against Polo’s Journey to China

- **Omissions in His Account**: Skeptics point out that Polo’s book notably omits certain
key elements of Chinese culture, such as the Great Wall, tea drinking, and foot binding,
raising questions about the accuracy of his account.

- **Lack of Chinese Records**: There is no direct record of Marco Polo in official Chinese
documents, which some interpret as evidence that he never reached the imperial court.

- **Possible Exaggerations**: Some historians suggest that Polo’s travels may have been
exaggerated or partially fabricated, with information gathered from other travelers rather
than personal experience.

The Legacy of Marco Polo’s Travels

Whether or not Marco Polo physically set foot in China, his book had a profound impact on
Europe’s understanding of Asia. “The Travels of Marco Polo” inspired explorers like
Christopher Columbus and fueled European curiosity about the East for centuries.

Influence on Exploration and Trade

Polo’s vivid descriptions of China’s wealth, advanced technologies, and sophisticated
society challenged European perceptions and sparked interest in expanding trade routes to
Asia. His accounts helped lay the groundwork for the Age of Exploration, encouraging
navigators to seek new paths to the riches of the East.

Marco Polo in Popular Culture

Over time, Marco Polo’s story has become a symbol of adventure and discovery. From
books and films to television series, his journey continues to capture the imagination of
audiences worldwide, reinforcing the idea of bridging cultures through exploration.

Understanding the Silk Road and Polo’s Route

One of the reasons Marco Polo’s story remains so compelling is the incredible journey he
undertook along the Silk Road. This ancient trade network connected Europe and Asia,
facilitating not only commerce but also cultural exchange.



Key Stops on Polo’s Route to China

- **Persia (Modern-day Iran)**: The Polos traveled through Persia, encountering diverse
cultures and political powers.

- **Central Asia (Today’s Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan)**: They crossed deserts and
mountain ranges, visiting cities like Samarkand and Bukhara, vital hubs on the Silk Road.

- **Mongol Empire Territories**: Entering the vast Mongol-controlled lands, the Polos
eventually reached the Yuan Dynasty’s capital, Khanbaliq (present-day Beijing).

Challenges Along the Way

Travel during the 13th century was fraught with dangers—harsh climates, bandits, political
instability, and logistical difficulties. The Polos’ successful completion of such a journey
demonstrates remarkable resilience and resourcefulness.

Why the Debate About Marco Polo’s Visit to China
Still Matters

The question of whether Marco Polo truly went to China is more than a historical curiosity; it
touches on how knowledge was recorded and transmitted in the Middle Ages. It challenges
us to consider the nature of travel writing, the reliability of sources, and the blending of fact
and fiction in historical narratives.

Lessons for Modern Readers and Travelers

- **Critical Thinking about Historical Sources**: Polo’s story encourages readers to analyze
sources critically, understanding context, possible biases, and the limitations of historical
records.

- **Appreciation of Cross-Cultural Exchange**: The Polo narrative highlights the importance
of intercultural communication and the sharing of ideas, which remains relevant in today’s
globalized world.

- **Inspiration to Explore**: Regardless of some uncertainties, Marco Polo’s journey
exemplifies the human spirit of curiosity and adventure, inspiring modern travelers to
explore new horizons.

Marco Polo’s tale, whether fully factual or partly embellished, opened a window onto a
world previously unknown to Europeans. The question, did Marco Polo go to China, invites
us to explore history with an open mind and appreciate the complexities of storytelling
across time. Through examining his journey, we gain insight not only into medieval
exploration but also into the enduring human desire to connect with distant lands and



cultures.

Frequently Asked Questions

Did Marco Polo actually go to China?
Yes, Marco Polo traveled to China in the 13th century and spent about 17 years there,
serving at the court of Kublai Khan.

How do historians know Marco Polo went to China?
Historians rely on Marco Polo's detailed accounts in 'The Travels of Marco Polo,' which
describe the geography, culture, and politics of China during the Yuan dynasty, as well as
corroborating evidence from other historical sources.

Was Marco Polo the first European to visit China?
Marco Polo was one of the earliest and most famous Europeans to visit China, but he was
not necessarily the first. Other travelers and missionaries may have reached China before
him.

What did Marco Polo do in China?
In China, Marco Polo served as an envoy and administrator under Kublai Khan, traveling
extensively and documenting his experiences in the empire.

Are Marco Polo’s accounts of China considered reliable?
While some skepticism exists, many of Marco Polo’s descriptions have been confirmed by
archaeological and historical research, making his accounts generally reliable, though
possibly embellished in parts.

Did Marco Polo bring back any goods or treasures from
China?
There is no strong evidence that Marco Polo brought back significant physical treasures, but
he introduced Europeans to knowledge about Chinese culture, technology, and trade.

Why is Marco Polo’s journey to China historically
significant?
Marco Polo’s journey opened up European awareness of Asia, inspiring future explorers and
contributing to the eventual Age of Exploration.



Did Marco Polo’s family also travel to China with him?
Yes, Marco Polo traveled to China with his father Niccolò and his uncle Maffeo Polo, who had
previously visited the region.

Additional Resources
**Did Marco Polo Go to China? An Investigative Review**

Did Marco Polo go to China? This question has intrigued historians, scholars, and
enthusiasts for centuries. Marco Polo’s name is synonymous with early European
exploration of Asia, and his detailed accounts of the Far East have shaped Western
perceptions of China and the wider Mongol Empire during the 13th century. However,
despite the enduring popularity of his travelogue, doubts have persisted about whether
Polo actually reached China or if his narratives were embellished or compiled from
secondhand stories. This article delves into the evidence, controversies, and scholarly
debates surrounding Marco Polo’s journey to China, providing a balanced and professional
overview of one of history’s most captivating travel mysteries.

Historical Context of Marco Polo’s Travels

Marco Polo was a Venetian merchant whose family embarked on a journey from Venice in
the late 13th century, eventually reaching the court of Kublai Khan, the Mongol ruler of the
Yuan dynasty in China. The Polos traveled through Central Asia, traversing regions that
were part of the vast Mongol Empire, which connected Europe and Asia via the Silk Road.
Polo’s accounts, recorded in "Il Milione" or “The Travels of Marco Polo,” described the
wealth, customs, and political structure of East Asia in unprecedented detail for a European
audience.

The question of whether Marco Polo actually went to China hinges on the credibility of these
accounts and the availability of corroborating historical evidence. Polo’s narrative is one of
the earliest European descriptions of China, detailing cities like Hangzhou and Beijing, the
use of paper money, and the grandeur of the Mongol court. Yet, critics point to certain
omissions and inconsistencies in his writings as reasons to doubt the authenticity of his
journey.

Analyzing the Evidence: Did Marco Polo Go to
China?

Supporting Evidence for Polo’s Journey

Several factors lend credibility to Marco Polo’s claim of traveling to China:



Detailed Descriptions: Polo’s text contains intricate descriptions of Chinese culture,
administration, and geography that would have been difficult to obtain without
firsthand experience. For example, his account of the use of paper currency and the
operation of the postal relay system is corroborated by Chinese historical records.

Contemporary Validation: Some contemporaneous sources and later travelers
mention Polo’s presence in China. For instance, the Mongol Empire’s records and
accounts from other European visitors suggest that foreign merchants and envoys did
travel extensively within the empire.

Consistency with Mongol Geography: The routes and cities Polo describes align
closely with known Mongol-era trade routes and urban centers. His narrative reflects
knowledge of the Silk Road and the political divisions of the Yuan dynasty.

Arguments Against Polo’s Presence in China

Despite the supportive evidence, skeptics have raised several points challenging the
authenticity of Polo’s journey:

Omissions in the Narrative: Polo’s writings notably omit certain key aspects of
Chinese culture, such as the Great Wall, tea drinking, foot-binding, and the Confucian
examination system. Critics argue that these omissions suggest Polo may not have
seen these elements firsthand.

Lack of Chinese Records: There is no direct mention of Marco Polo in surviving
Chinese historical documents from the Yuan dynasty, which some interpret as
evidence that he never reached the imperial court or even China.

Possible Compilation of Stories: Some historians speculate that Polo’s account
was compiled from tales told by other travelers and merchants, possibly exaggerated
or romanticized for a European audience hungry for exotic tales.

The Role of Polo’s Travelogue in Shaping Western
Views

Regardless of the debate over Polo’s physical presence in China, "The Travels of Marco
Polo" had a profound impact on European knowledge and imagination. The book inspired
explorers like Christopher Columbus and played a crucial role in the eventual Age of
Exploration. Polo’s descriptions introduced Europeans to the idea of vast, wealthy eastern
empires, fueling trade ambitions and cultural exchanges.

His narrative also contributed to the early modern understanding of the Mongol Empire’s



political and economic systems. The detailed portrayal of Kublai Khan’s court, the use of
paper money, and the extent of the Silk Road network provided a foundation for future
geographical and ethnographic scholarship.

Comparative Analysis: Polo’s Account vs. Other
Travelers

When compared to other travelers of the period, such as Ibn Battuta and Odoric of
Pordenone, Polo’s account stands out for its extensive detail but also its unique gaps. Ibn
Battuta, for instance, documented many aspects of Asian cultures, including religious
practices and social customs, offering a contrasting perspective.

The comparison highlights the possibility that Polo’s travels, while genuine in parts, might
have been supplemented with secondhand knowledge. Differences in narrative focus and
style lend weight to the idea that Polo’s book was as much a product of its time and
audience as a straightforward travel diary.

Modern Scholarship and Technological Advances

Recent scholarship has taken advantage of interdisciplinary approaches to assess Polo’s
journey. Archaeological findings, advances in historical geography, and the digitization of
ancient manuscripts have provided new tools to verify or question elements of Polo’s
narrative.

For example, satellite imagery and GIS mapping of ancient Silk Road routes have confirmed
some of the geographic descriptions found in Polo’s writings. Linguistic analysis of Polo’s
text also reveals terminology consistent with Mongol-era China, which supports the notion
of direct experience.

On the other hand, critical textual analysis suggests that Polo’s narrative was shaped by
the medieval European literary context, possibly leading to exaggerations or omissions
tailored to his audience’s expectations.

Pros and Cons of Accepting Polo’s Journey as Authentic

Pros:

Provides a rare first-hand European perspective of 13th-century China.

Enhances understanding of cross-cultural interactions during the Mongol Empire.

Supports the historical significance of the Silk Road as a conduit for trade and
information.



Cons:

Inconsistencies and omissions raise questions about the completeness and
accuracy of the account.

Lack of direct Chinese corroboration leaves room for skepticism.

Possible influence of hearsay and embellishment complicates the narrative’s
reliability.

Did Marco Polo Go to China? The Verdict in
Historical Discourse

The question of whether Marco Polo physically traveled to China remains a complex issue
without a definitive answer. While many historians accept that Polo did visit China and the
Mongol court, albeit perhaps not in the detailed manner his book suggests, others caution
against taking his account at face value. The truth likely resides somewhere between
outright acceptance and total dismissal.

It is important to recognize that Polo’s narrative, regardless of its factual precision, opened
a window to a world previously unknown to most Europeans. The influence of his writings
transcends the question of his physical presence, shaping centuries of exploration, trade,
and cross-cultural dialogue.

In scholarly circles, the ongoing investigation continues to balance literary analysis,
historical context, and archaeological evidence. This multifaceted approach ensures that
the question "did Marco Polo go to China" remains an active topic of research and debate,
reflecting the evolving nature of historical understanding.

Did Marco Polo Go To China

  did marco polo go to china: Did Marco Polo Go To China? Frances Wood, 2018-06-19 We
all ?know? that Marco Polo went to China, served Ghengis Khan for many years, and returned to
Italy with the recipes for pasta and ice cream. But Frances Wood, head of the Chinese Department
at the British Library, argues that Marco Polo not only never went to China, he probably never even
made it past the Black Sea, where his family conducted business as merchants.Marco Polo's travels
from Venice to the exotic and distant East, and his epic book describing his extraordinary
adventures, A Description of the World, ranks among the most famous and influential books ever
published. In this fascinating piece of historical detection, marking the 700th anniversary of Polo's
journey, Frances Wood questions whether Marco Polo ever reached the country he so vividly
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described. Why, in his romantic and seemingly detailed account, is there no mention of such
fundamentals of Chinese life as tea, foot-binding, or even the Great Wall? Did he really bring back
pasta and ice cream to Italy? And why, given China's extensive and even obsessive record-keeping, is
there no mention of Marco Polo anywhere in the archives?Sure to spark controversy, Did Marco Polo
Go to China? tries to solve these and other inconsistencies by carefully examining the Polo family
history, Marco Polo's activities as a merchant, the preparation of his book, and the imperial Chinese
records. The result is a lucid and readable look at medieval European and Chinese history, and the
characters and events that shaped this extraordinary and enduring myth.
  did marco polo go to china: Did Marco Polo Go To China? Frances Wood, 1998-01-09 We all
“know” that Marco Polo went to China, served Ghengis Khan for many years, and returned to Italy
with the recipes for pasta and ice cream. But Frances Wood, head of the Chinese Department at the
British Library, argues that Marco Polo not only never went to China, he probably never even made
it past the Black Sea, where his family conducted business as merchants.Marco Polo's travels from
Venice to the exotic and distant East, and his epic book describing his extraordinary adventures, A
Description of the World, ranks among the most famous and influential books ever published. In this
fascinating piece of historical detection, marking the 700th anniversary of Polo's journey, Frances
Wood questions whether Marco Polo ever reached the country he so vividly described. Why, in his
romantic and seemingly detailed account, is there no mention of such fundamentals of Chinese life
as tea, foot-binding, or even the Great Wall? Did he really bring back pasta and ice cream to Italy?
And why, given China's extensive and even obsessive record-keeping, is there no mention of Marco
Polo anywhere in the archives?Sure to spark controversy, Did Marco Polo Go to China? tries to solve
these and other inconsistencies by carefully examining the Polo family history, Marco Polo's
activities as a merchant, the preparation of his book, and the imperial Chinese records. The result is
a lucid and readable look at medieval European and Chinese history, and the characters and events
that shaped this extraordinary and enduring myth.
  did marco polo go to china: Did Marco Polo Go to China? Frances Wood, 1995 Marco Polo's
book The Description of the World is one of the classics of medieval literature, describing his epic
journey to China and subsequent return to Italy. He has become a cultural icon bridging East and
West, his name known by adults and children alike. Frances Wood's fascinating piece of historical
detective work, marking the 700th anniversary of Polo's journey, questions whether the explorer
ever reached the country he so vividly described. Why, within his romantic and detailed account, is
there no mention of such fundamental aspects of Chinese life as tea or foot-binding, or even the
Great Wall? Did Polo really bring noodles and ice-cream back to Italy? And why is there no record of
the Polo family in China itself?
  did marco polo go to china: Did Marco Polo Go To China? Frances Wood, 2018-06-19 We all
?know? that Marco Polo went to China, served Ghengis Khan for many years, and returned to Italy
with the recipes for pasta and ice cream. But Frances Wood, head of the Chinese Department at the
British Library, argues that Marco Polo not only never went to China, he probably never even made
it past the Black Sea, where his family conducted business as merchants.Marco Polo's travels from
Venice to the exotic and distant East, and his epic book describing his extraordinary adventures, A
Description of the World, ranks among the most famous and influential books ever published. In this
fascinating piece of historical detection, marking the 700th anniversary of Polo's journey, Frances
Wood questions whether Marco Polo ever reached the country he so vividly described. Why, in his
romantic and seemingly detailed account, is there no mention of such fundamentals of Chinese life
as tea, foot-binding, or even the Great Wall? Did he really bring back pasta and ice cream to Italy?
And why, given China's extensive and even obsessive record-keeping, is there no mention of Marco
Polo anywhere in the archives?Sure to spark controversy, Did Marco Polo Go to China? tries to solve
these and other inconsistencies by carefully examining the Polo family history, Marco Polo's
activities as a merchant, the preparation of his book, and the imperial Chinese records. The result is
a lucid and readable look at medieval European and Chinese history, and the characters and events
that shaped this extraordinary and enduring myth.



  did marco polo go to china: Marco Polo's China Stephen G. Haw, 2006 Marco Poloâe(tm)s
famous book about his journey to China, written in 1298, continues to be a subject of considerable
controversy. One recent work on the subject argues that Marco Polo never went to China at all, and
other scholars have pointed out apparent mistakes and important omissions in Marcoâe(tm)s
writings, including his failure to mention the Great Wall, and his apparently erroneous description of
the course of the Yellow River. Haw re-examines Marco Poloâe(tm)s writings. The main arguments
against his credibility have been negative, concentrating on things that it is argued he should have
seen and noted but did not. The most serious of these supposed omissions are generally said to be
his failure to describe the Chinese writing system, tea, foot-binding and the Great Wall of China. Yet
Haw argues that what he does mention is impressive and argues strongly for his veracity. This book
clarifies Marco Poloâe(tm)s itineraries in China and proposes several new identifications of places
mentioned. Relying extensively on original Chinese sources and supplemented by Hawâe(tm)s wide
knowledge of China, Marco Poloâe(tm)s China presents a convincing argument and concludes that
his work is an accurate, important and useful source from an extraordinary period of Chinese
history.
  did marco polo go to china: Marco Polo Was in China Hans Ulrich Vogel, 2012-11-21 In Marco
Polo was in China Hans Ulrich Vogel offers an innovative look at the highly complex topics of
currencies, salt production and taxes, commercial levies and other kinds of revenue as well as the
administrative geography of the Mongol Yuan empire. The author’s rigorous analysis of Chinese
sources and all the important Marco Polo manuscripts as well as his thorough scrutiny of Japanese,
Chinese and Western scholarship show that the fascinating information contained in Le devisament
dou monde agrees almost pefectly with that we find in Chinese sources, the latter only available long
after Marco Polo’s stay in China. Hence, the author concludes that, despite the doubts that have
been raised, the Venetian was indeed in Khubilai Khan’s realm.
  did marco polo go to china: Did Dōgen Go to China? Steven Heine, 2006-05-25 Dōgen
(1200-1253), the founder of the Sōtō Zen sect in Japan, is especially known for introducing to
Japanese Buddhism many of the texts and practices that he discovered in China. Heine reconstructs
the context of Dōgen's travels to and reflections on China by means of a critical look at traditional
sources both by and about Dōgen in light of recent Japanese scholarship. While many studies
emphasize the unique features of Dōgen's Japanese influences, this book calls attention to the way
Chinese and Japanese elements were fused in Dōgen's religious vision. It reveals many new
materials and insights into Dogen's main writings, including the multiple editions of the Shōbōgenzō,
and how and when this seminal text was created by Dōgen and was edited and interpreted by his
disciples. This book is the culmination of the author's thirty years of research on Dōgen and provides
the reader with a comprehensive approach to the master's life works and an understanding of the
overall career trajectory of one of the most important figures in the history of Buddhism and Asian
religious thought.
  did marco polo go to china: Travel and Travellers from Bede to Dampier Geraldine Barnes
with Gabrielle Singleton, 2008-12-11 The essays in this collection -- a selection of papers presented
at the University of Sydney Centre for Medieval Studies workshop, ‘Travel and Cartography from
Bede to the Enlightenment’ (August 22-23, 2001) – track a variety of travel narratives from the
eighth century to the eighteenth. Their voyages, which extend from from the literal to the spiritual,
the political, and the artistic, show how the concept of narrative mapping has changed over time,
and how it encompasses cosmogony, geography, chorography, topography, and inventory. Each
essay is concerned in some way with the application of the medieval geographical imagination, or
with the enduring influence of that imagination upon post-medieval travel and discovery writing.
This book will be of interest to undergraduate and postgraduate university students and to a broad
range of academics across the disciplines of literature and history. It will be of particular interest to
medievalists and scholars of the early modern period and to readers of, the new (1997) scholarly
journal, Studies in Travel Writing. The volume will also appeal to a more general, informed
readership interested in the history of travel and the history of ideas, early contact with indigenous



people, and encounters between East and West.
  did marco polo go to china: Historical Dictionary of the Mongol World Empire Paul D. Buell,
Francesca Fiaschetti, 2018-04-06 The Historical Dictionary of the Mongol World Empire examines
the history of the Mongol Empire, the pre-imperial era of Mongolian history that preceded it, and the
various Mongol successor states that continued to dominate Eurasia long after the breakdown of
Mongol unity. This second edition contains a chronology, an introduction, appendixes, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 900 cross-referenced entries on important
personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture of the Mongol Empire. This
book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about the
Mongol Empire.
  did marco polo go to china: The Mongols and the West Peter Jackson, 2014-05-01 The
Mongols had a huge impact on medieval Europe and the Islamic world. This book provides a
comprehensive survey of contacts between the Catholic West and the Mongol world-empire from the
first appearance of Chinggis Khan’s armies in 1221 down to the death of Tamerlane (1405) and the
battle of Tannenberg (1410). This book considers the Mongols as allies as well as conquerors; the
perception of them in the West; the papal response to the threat (and opportunity) they presented;
the fate of the Frankish principalities in the Holy Land in the path of the Mongol onslaught; Western
European embassies and missions to the East; and the impact of the Mongols on the expanding
world view of the maturing Middle Ages. For courses in crusading history and medieval European
history.
  did marco polo go to china: In China's Shadow Reed E. Hundt, 2006-01-01 Paints a detailed
landscape of the new reality confronting American businesses and citizens in an insightful analysis
of how entrepreneurship is being undermined today by the growing power of China's economy, as
well as because of contemporary U.S. business practices and government regulation.
  did marco polo go to china: The East and West in Late Medieval Travel Writings Na Chang,
2024-10-07 This book traces the history of encounter between Eastern and Western cultures by
closely examining a body of medieval travel writings penned or related by Europeans and by
inhabitants of East Asia. Whilst these texts are usually considered in the context of kindred
European or Chinese literature, this study will make a case for considering them as a common
literature of medieval encounters with foreign people. For the modern historian writing in a world
that so consciously thinks of itself as ‘global’, these accounts offer a precious lens through which to
enter into the world before globalization. In particular, the book shows that these narratives show
the similarity in how Eastern and Western travellers thought and behaved in the face of difference,
and will show that individuals often held somewhat different views, shaped by their particular
experience or agendas, than those of their government or of local cultural convention.
  did marco polo go to china: Important mobilier ancien , 1975
  did marco polo go to china: China: A History Harold Miles Tanner, 2009-03-13 A deep and
rigorous, yet eminently accessible introduction to the political, social, and cultural development of
imperial Chinese civilisation, this volume develops a number of important themes -- such as the
ethnic diversity of the early empires -- that other editions omit entirely or discuss only minimally.
Includes a general introduction, chronology, bibliography, illustrations, maps, and an index.
  did marco polo go to china: The History of Central Asia Christoph Baumer, 2016-05-30
Between the ninth and the fifteenth centuries, Central Asia was a major political, economic and
cultural hub on the Eurasian continent. In the first half of the thirteenth century it was also the
pre-eminent centre of power in the largest land-based empire the world has ever seen. This third
volume of Christoph Baumer's extensively praised and lavishly illustrated new history of the region
is above all a story of invasion, when tumultuous and often brutal conquest profoundly shaped the
later history of the globe. The author explores the rise of Islam and the remarkable victories of the
Arab armies which - inspired by their vital, austere and egalitarian desert faith - established
important new dynasties like the Seljuks, Karakhanids and Ghaznavids. A golden age of artistic,
literary and scientific innovation came to a sudden end when, between 1219 and 1260, Genghiz



Khan and his successors overran the Chorasmian-Abbasid lands. Dr Baumer shows that the Mongol
conquests, while shattering to their enemies, nevertheless resulted in much greater mercantile and
cultural contact between Central Asia and Western Europe.
  did marco polo go to china: China, New Zealand, and the Complexities of Globalization Tim
Beal, Yuanfei Kang, 2016-12-12 The book examines the expansion of investment and trade between
China and New Zealand, and its changing composition within the political framework, especially the
2008 Free Trade Agreement. Particular attention is paid to China’s volatile agrifood market, where
New Zealand dairy products play an important role for both countries. The New Zealand-China
economic relationship – asymmetrical and complementary, but with increasing competition from
domestic production – is a case study of the complexities of globalization and the interplay of
economic imperatives, political pressures and cultural factors. China is now New Zealand’s main
economic partner and a major source of migrants, tourists and students. This proposed study on how
New Zealand and China manage their grave dissimilarities and disparities in growing, ever close
economic ties will be of interest to academics, policy analysts, economic/trade decision makers, and
business practitioners.
  did marco polo go to china: The Cambridge Illustrated History of China Patricia Buckley
Ebrey, 2010-01-25 In this sumptuously illustrated history, now in its second edition, Patricia Buckley
Ebrey traces the origins of Chinese culture from prehistoric times to the present.
  did marco polo go to china: The Middle Ages Susan Wise Bauer, 2004-05-31 Presents a
history of the ancient world, from 6000 B.C. to 400 A.D.
  did marco polo go to china: Medieval Science, Technology, and Medicine Thomas F. Glick,
Steven John Livesey, Faith Wallis, 2005 Demonstrates that the millennium from the fall of the Roman
Empire to the flowering of the Renaissance was a period of great intellectual and practical
achievement and innovation. This reference work will be useful to scholars, students, and general
readers researching topics in many fields of study, including medieval studies and world history.
  did marco polo go to china: The Silk Road Valerie Hansen, 2017 The Silk Road. We have a
hazy mental image: a lone traveler carrying silk on a camel moves along a desert. Where exactly is
he going and what goods is he carrying? This book offers concrete answers based on newly
discovered documents preserved in the sands of the Taklamakan Desert. It is amazing what has been
dug up, and how the new materials - both documents and artifacts - radically challenge our
understanding of the Silk Road. Historians have only recently begun to piece together and make
sense of these materials, which give a far clearer picture of actual Silk Road.Placing these
documentary finds at the heart of the narrative, this book also tells the story of the different
explorers who found these documents, and it teases out the implications of these documents for our
understanding of the Silk Road. (We learn, for example, that the Silk Road was not really a road, and
that no one used the term Silk Road in the past.) The book focuses on the seven most important Silk
Road sites that have produced document and objects from the Silk Road. Six (Niya, Kucha, Turfan,
Dunhuang, Khotan, and Xi'an) are located in northwest China; the seventh, Samarkand, is in modern
Uzbekistan. This college edition includes a selection of excerpted primary sources in each chapter.
The range is enormous: memoirs of medieval Chinese monks and modern explorers, letters written
by women, descriptions of towns, language-learning materials for traveling monks, and contracts,
among others. Instructors can select the documents they find most interesting to discuss in class;
students can use these materials write papers. Many of these are difficult to find, and the author has
checked all the translations to enhance their readability.The college edition also includes a new final
chapter that examines the Silk Road during the period of Mongol rule (to c. 1400 CE).
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