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Constantine the Great Roman Emperor: Architect of a New Era

constantine the great roman emperor stands as one of the most transformative figures in ancient

history, whose reign not only shaped the Roman Empire but also profoundly influenced the course of

Western civilization. His legacy stretches from military victories to groundbreaking religious reforms,

marking him as a pivotal leader whose decisions echoed through centuries. If you’re curious about

how Constantine changed the Roman world and left a lasting imprint on history, this deep dive will

guide you through his life, achievements, and enduring impact.

The Rise of Constantine the Great Roman Emperor

Constantine’s journey to power wasn’t straightforward. Born around 272 AD in what is now Serbia, he

was the son of Constantius Chlorus, a Roman army officer and later Caesar in the Tetrarchy system.

The political landscape of the empire at the time was fragmented, with multiple emperors ruling

different regions. This division created an environment ripe for ambitious leaders, and Constantine was

no exception.

After his father's death in 306 AD, Constantine was proclaimed emperor by his troops. However, the

title wasn’t uncontested. The empire was embroiled in a series of civil wars and power struggles.

Constantine’s tactical brilliance and political savvy enabled him to outmaneuver rivals such as

Maxentius and Licinius, eventually becoming the sole ruler of the Roman Empire by 324 AD.

Key Battles That Cemented His Rule

One of the most famous moments in Constantine’s rise was the Battle of the Milvian Bridge in 312 AD.



According to legend, before this decisive battle against Maxentius, Constantine experienced a vision or

dream involving a Christian symbol—the Chi-Rho—and heard the message “In this sign, conquer.”

Motivated by this divine encounter, he adopted Christian symbols on his soldiers’ shields and secured

a crucial victory.

This battle not only solidified Constantine’s power but also marked a turning point for Christianity within

the Roman Empire.

Constantine’s Religious Transformation and the Christian

Empire

Perhaps the most enduring aspect of Constantine the Great Roman Emperor’s legacy is his role in the

rise of Christianity. Before him, Christians were often persecuted, but Constantine’s reign brought an

unprecedented shift in religious policy.

The Edict of Milan: A New Era of Religious Freedom

In 313 AD, Constantine and his co-emperor Licinius issued the Edict of Milan, which granted religious

tolerance throughout the empire. This decree was revolutionary because it ended state-sponsored

persecution of Christians and allowed them to practice their faith openly.

This policy change encouraged the growth of Christianity and laid the groundwork for the religion to

become the dominant faith in Europe.

Constantine and the Council of Nicaea

Constantine took an active role in shaping Christian doctrine. In 325 AD, he convened the First Council



of Nicaea, gathering bishops from across the empire to resolve theological disputes, particularly those

concerning the nature of Christ and the Arian controversy.

The Nicene Creed, formulated during this council, became a foundational statement of Christian belief,

emphasizing the unity of the Father and the Son. Constantine’s involvement demonstrated his

commitment to religious unity as a means to stabilize the empire.

Political and Administrative Reforms Under Constantine

Constantine the Great Roman Emperor was not only a military and religious reformer but also a

master of administration. His reign introduced significant changes that helped reshape the Roman

state.

Reorganization of the Empire

To manage the vast territories more effectively, Constantine reorganized the empire’s administrative

divisions. He expanded the bureaucracy, creating new provinces and dioceses, and strengthened the

imperial court.

This restructuring aimed to improve governance and reduce the likelihood of usurpation by regional

governors or military commanders.

Economic Policies and Coinage

Constantine also addressed the empire’s economic challenges. He introduced the solidus, a new gold

coin that stabilized the currency and became a standard for centuries. This monetary reform helped

curb inflation and restored confidence in the economy.



Constantine’s Urban Legacy: The Founding of Constantinople

One of Constantine’s most ambitious projects was the establishment of a new imperial capital.

Recognizing the strategic and economic advantages of the eastern Mediterranean, he chose

Byzantium (modern-day Istanbul) as the site for his new city.

A City Born to Last

Renamed Constantinople, the city was designed to be a “New Rome” and served as the capital of the

Eastern Roman Empire for over a thousand years. Its location allowed control over key trade routes

and a strong defensive position.

Constantinople’s founding symbolized a shift in imperial focus from Rome to the East and underscored

Constantine’s vision for a rejuvenated empire.

The Personal Life and Character of Constantine

Understanding Constantine the Great Roman Emperor also means looking beyond his political and

military achievements to his personal life. He was married twice and had several children, many of

whom played roles in imperial politics.

A Complex Personality

Historical accounts suggest Constantine was a pragmatic and sometimes ruthless leader, but also a

man capable of deep religious conviction. His conversion to Christianity, whether gradual or sudden,

influenced his policies but also reflected broader social changes.



Legacy in Art and Culture

Constantine’s reign inspired a flourishing of Christian art, architecture, and literature. He commissioned

churches, including the famous Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, which became a

pilgrimage site.

His image was often depicted in imperial iconography, blending classical Roman motifs with Christian

symbolism, illustrating the merging of two worlds.

Why Constantine the Great Roman Emperor Still Matters

Today

The influence of Constantine transcends his own era. By legitimizing Christianity, he set the stage for

the religion’s dominance in Europe and beyond, impacting culture, law, and philosophy for millennia.

Moreover, his administrative reforms helped sustain the empire during turbulent times, and the city of

Constantinople remained a political and cultural hub until its fall in 1453.

For anyone interested in Roman history, Christian history, or the evolution of European civilization,

Constantine’s life offers invaluable insights into leadership, faith, and transformation.

Exploring his story reveals how one leader’s vision can alter the trajectory of history, reminding us of

the enduring power of ideas and action.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was Constantine the Great?

Constantine the Great was a Roman Emperor who ruled from AD 306 to 337 and is known for being

the first Roman emperor to convert to Christianity and for founding the city of Constantinople.

Why is Constantine the Great significant in Roman history?

Constantine the Great is significant for uniting the Roman Empire under his rule, establishing

Constantinople as a new capital, and promoting Christianity, which profoundly influenced the course of

Western civilization.

What was the Edict of Milan and how is it related to Constantine the

Great?

The Edict of Milan, issued in 313 AD by Constantine and co-emperor Licinius, granted religious

tolerance throughout the Roman Empire, particularly allowing Christianity to be practiced freely.

How did Constantine the Great become the sole ruler of the Roman

Empire?

Constantine became the sole ruler after a series of civil wars and battles against rival emperors,

including his victory over Maxentius at the Battle of the Milvian Bridge in 312 AD.

What role did Constantine the Great play in the Council of Nicaea?

Constantine convened the First Council of Nicaea in 325 AD to address divisions within Christianity

and to establish foundational doctrines, including the Nicene Creed.

What was the significance of Constantinople under Constantine the

Great?

Constantinople, founded by Constantine in 330 AD, became the new capital of the Roman Empire,



strategically located for trade and defense, and later served as the capital of the Byzantine Empire.

How did Constantine the Great influence the spread of Christianity?

By endorsing Christianity, building churches, and granting privileges to Christian clergy, Constantine

greatly facilitated the religion's spread throughout the Roman Empire.

Where and when did Constantine the Great die?

Constantine the Great died in 337 AD in Nicomedia, in the eastern part of the Roman Empire.

Additional Resources

Constantine the Great Roman Emperor: Architect of a New Roman Era

Constantine the Great Roman Emperor stands as one of the most transformative figures in the history

of the Roman Empire. His reign marked a pivotal shift in the political, religious, and cultural trajectories

of Rome and its vast territories. Often credited with laying the foundations for the Byzantine Empire

and championing Christianity within the empire, Constantine’s legacy is both complex and influential.

This article offers a comprehensive exploration of his life, reign, and lasting impact, analyzing his

policies, military strategies, and religious reforms through a professional and investigative lens.

Early Life and Rise to Power

Born around 272 AD in Naissus (modern-day Niš, Serbia), Constantine was the son of Flavius

Constantius, a Roman officer who later became Caesar in the Western Roman Empire. His early years

were marked by the turbulent political landscape of the late third century, a period characterized by

civil wars, usurpations, and external threats. Constantine’s ascent to power was not straightforward; it

involved complex alliances and rivalries within the Tetrarchy system established by Emperor

Diocletian.



Following the death of his father in 306 AD, Constantine was proclaimed emperor by his troops,

initiating a series of conflicts with rival claimants such as Maxentius and Licinius. The decisive Battle of

the Milvian Bridge in 312 AD not only secured his position as sole ruler of the Western Roman Empire

but also marked a turning point for the role of Christianity within imperial politics.

Military Achievements and Political Strategies

Constantine the Great Roman Emperor’s military prowess was instrumental in consolidating his power.

His ability to outmaneuver adversaries both on the battlefield and in political arenas demonstrated his

strategic acumen. The decisive victory at the Milvian Bridge is often cited not only for its military

significance but for the legendary vision Constantine reportedly experienced, which purportedly

inspired his conversion to Christianity.

Beyond battlefield success, Constantine adeptly used administrative reforms to stabilize the empire. He

strengthened the imperial bureaucracy and restructured the army to enhance loyalty and efficiency.

Unlike many predecessors who relied heavily on traditional Roman aristocracy, Constantine

incorporated barbarian elements into his forces, a pragmatic adaptation to the changing dynamics of

empire defense.

Foundation of Constantinople

One of Constantine’s most enduring legacies is the establishment of Constantinople as the new capital

of the Roman Empire in 330 AD. Strategically located on the Bosporus strait, the city was intended to

serve as a “New Rome,” symbolizing a fresh era of imperial majesty and Christian dominance. This

move had profound geopolitical implications, shifting the empire’s center of gravity eastward and

facilitating the eventual emergence of the Byzantine Empire.

The urban development of Constantinople included grand architectural projects such as the

Hippodrome, the imperial palace, and several churches, most notably the original Hagia Sophia. This



urban transformation reflected Constantine’s vision of a revitalized empire rooted in Christian values

yet retaining Roman administrative sophistication.

Religious Reforms and Christianity

Arguably, Constantine the Great Roman Emperor’s most significant impact lies in his relationship with

Christianity. Prior to his reign, Christians faced intermittent persecution under Roman rule.

Constantine’s conversion, whether gradual or sudden, initiated a paradigm shift that altered the

religious landscape of the empire.

In 313 AD, Constantine and Licinius issued the Edict of Milan, granting religious tolerance throughout

the empire and specifically legalizing Christianity. This act not only ended state-sponsored persecution

but also allowed Christianity to flourish openly. Constantine himself patronized the Church, funding the

construction of basilicas and involving himself in ecclesiastical affairs.

The Council of Nicaea

In 325 AD, Constantine convened the First Council of Nicaea, aiming to resolve theological disputes

that threatened Christian unity. This council produced the Nicene Creed, a foundational statement of

Christian orthodoxy, and addressed the Arian controversy regarding the nature of Christ. Constantine’s

involvement in church affairs underscored his role as a unifying figure who sought to stabilize both the

empire and its dominant religion.

Though not baptized until shortly before his death, Constantine’s support for Christianity was

unequivocal and transformative, facilitating its transition from a persecuted sect to a dominant imperial

religion.



Governance and Legal Reforms

Beyond military and religious spheres, Constantine’s reign was marked by significant legal and

administrative reforms aimed at strengthening imperial authority and social order. He expanded the

role of the emperor as the ultimate arbiter in legal matters, reinforcing centralized power.

Constantine introduced laws that affected diverse aspects of daily life, including taxation, social

welfare, and the status of slaves. His legislation often reflected Christian moral principles, such as

prohibitions on infanticide and restrictions on gladiatorial games. These reforms reveal Constantine’s

intent to align the empire’s legal framework with emerging Christian ethics.

Economic and Social Policies

The economic challenges of the late Roman Empire were formidable. Constantine addressed these

through currency reforms, attempting to stabilize the Roman economy by introducing new coinage and

combating inflation. He also implemented policies aimed at securing the loyalty of the military and the

urban populations, such as land grants and tax privileges.

Socially, Constantine’s reign saw increasing stratification, as certain classes received privileges while

others faced stricter regulations. His support for the Christian Church also translated into increased

social services, with the establishment of hospitals and charitable institutions.

Legacy and Historical Controversies

Constantine the Great Roman Emperor remains a figure of considerable debate among historians. His

role as a military leader and unifier of the Roman world is widely acknowledged. However,

interpretations of his motivations and the authenticity of his Christian conversion vary.



Some scholars argue that Constantine’s embrace of Christianity was primarily a political strategy

designed to unify a fractured empire, while others emphasize a genuine personal transformation.

Additionally, his establishment of Constantinople is viewed both as a visionary act and as a factor

contributing to the eventual division of the Roman Empire.

Comparisons with Other Roman Emperors

When compared to contemporaries such as Diocletian, Constantine’s reign is distinguished by a more

flexible and integrative approach to governance and religion. Diocletian’s harsh persecutions and rigid

administrative reforms contrast sharply with Constantine’s policies of tolerance and centralization under

a Christian framework.

In the broader sweep of Roman history, Constantine’s reign marks a transition from the classical

pagan empire to a medieval Christian empire, setting a precedent for subsequent rulers in both the

Eastern and Western Roman worlds.

Conclusion: The Enduring Influence of Constantine

Constantine the Great Roman Emperor’s impact extends far beyond his lifetime. His military victories,

administrative innovations, and religious policies redefined the Roman Empire’s identity and trajectory.

By embracing Christianity and founding Constantinople, he shaped the political and spiritual landscape

of Europe and the Mediterranean for centuries.

While debates about his intentions and legacy persist, the transformation he initiated is undeniable.

Constantine’s reign illustrates the complex interplay between power, religion, and culture in late

antiquity, offering valuable insights into the processes of imperial adaptation and survival. His story

remains a cornerstone for understanding the evolution of the Roman Empire and the foundations of

Western civilization.



Constantine The Great Roman Emperor

  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine the Great Michael Grant, 1994 The
Emperor Constantine was one of the great, charismatic figures of the ancient world. He was directly
responsible for two momentous transformations that greatly affected our history and civilization: the
founding of Constantinople as the Roman capital and the conversion of the Roman Empire to
Christianity. With knowledge gained from modern research in all relevant fields, including
archaeology, papyrology, and art history, Michael Grant traces the controversies that surround this
intriguing ruler back to their very beginnings. He draws a compelling portrait of Constantine,
assessing the emperor's achievements as a general in command of his armies and as a resourceful
politician and reformer. In art, politics, economics, social developments, and particularly in religion,
the life of Constantine acts as a bridge between past and present. Michael Grant goes beyond the
bias of literary sources and reveals the private man behind the public persona: the superstitious
beliefs underpinning Constantine's hallucinatory visions and dreams that heralded his conversion to
Christianity; his persecution of paganism in the name of Christianity that set precedents for
centuries to come; and the relationship between church and state that gave way to the
totalitarianism of the Late Roman Empire. Was he the last notable Roman emperor, or the first
medieval monarch? Was the great convert a saint and hero, or should we regard him as a murderer
who killed his wife, his eldest son, and many of his friends to further his own ambitions? These are
just some of the issues raised in this revelatory biography.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field
provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine the Great Elizabeth Hartley, Jane
Hawkes, Martin Henig, 2006 Constantine the Great: York's Roman Emperor celebrates the 1700th
anniversary of the proclamation of Constantine as Emperor in York on 25th July 306. In a series of
multi-disciplinary essays, and a fully illustrated, scholarly catalogue of objects, the book is a major
contribution to the study of the material and visual evidence for Constantine's reign. The geographic
range of the book is the Roman Empire, with the focus mainly on the Western Empire. Key themes
include the transition from the Classical to the Medieval world, and from paganism to Christianity.
The book brings together for the first time a fascinating range of objects to support its arguments,
mot notably: the monumnetal marble head of Constantine from York; the mosaic roundel woth
Christơs head from Hinton St. Mary, Dorset; the earliest Christian silver hoard in the Roman Empire
fromWater Newton, Cambridgeshire; the Late Roman silver hoard from Traprain Law, Scotland; the
building inscription of Constantius from Hadrianơs Wall, Northumberland; medallioins, coins and
jewellery from Arras, France; early Christina tombstones from Trier, Germany; a papyrus fragment
with text of the Constantine letter to the people of Palestine of 324, from the British Library; and the
silver gilt personification of Constantinople from the Esquiline Treasure. --BOOK JACKET. Also
includes information on Anglo Saxon England, animals, Bible, Britain, Christianity, symbols of
Christianity, churches, clothing, coins and mints, Constantinople, Diocletian, economy, Eusebius
(Bishop of Caesarea), glassware, hair and hairstyles, inscriptions, jewelry, manuscripts and papyri,
mosaics, paganism, Rome, silver, statuary and sculpture, treasures and hoards, etc.
  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine the Great - the First Christian
Roman Emperor Biographiq, 2008-03 Constantine the Great - The First Christian Roman Emperor
is the biography of Constantine the Great, commonly known as Constantine I, proclaimed Augustus
by his troops in 306 A.D., and ruled an ever-growing portion of the Roman Empire until his death.
Best known for being the first Christian Roman Emperor, the Edict of Milan - issued by his
co-emperor Licinius - helped to put an end to institutionalized persecution of Christians in the
Empire. Although he is not included in the Latin Church's list of saints, which does recognize several
other Constantines as saints, he is revered under the title The Great for his contributions to
Christianity. Constantine the Great - The First Christian Roman Emperor is highly recommended for
those interested in the history and story of this important Roman Emperor.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-186/constantine-the-great-roman-emperor.pdf


  constantine the great roman emperor: Life of Constantine the Great Joseph Fletcher,
2014-11-01 It would be hard if not outright impossible to overstate the impact Roman Emperor
Constantine I had on the history of Christianity, Ancient Rome, and Europe as a whole. Best known
as Constantine the Great, the kind of moniker only earned by rulers who have distinguished
themselves in battle and conquest, Constantine remains an influential and controversial figure to
this day. He achieved enduring fame by being the first Roman emperor to personally convert to
Christianity, and for his notorious Edict of Milan, the imperial decree which legalized the worship of
Christ and promoted religious freedom throughout the Empire. More than 1500 years after
Constantine's death, Abdu'l-Bahá, the head of the Bahá'í Faith, wrote, His blessed name shines out
across the dawn of history like the morning star, and his rank and fame among the world's noblest
and most highly civilized is still on the tongues of Christians of all denominationsMoreover, even
though he is best remembered for his religious reforms and what his (mostly Christian) admirers
described as his spiritual enlightenment, Constantine was also an able and effective ruler in his own
right. Rising to power in a period of decline and confusion for the Roman Empire, he gave it a new
and unexpected lease on life by repelling the repeated invasions of the Germanic tribes on the
Northern and Eastern borders of the Roman domains, even going so far as to re-expand the frontier
into parts of Trajan's old conquest of Dacia (modern Romania), which had been abandoned as
strategically untenable. However, it can be argued that despite his military successes - the most
notable of which occurred fighting for supremacy against other Romans - Constantine may well have
set the stage for the ultimate collapse of the Roman Empire as it had existed up until that point. It
was Constantine who first decided that Rome, exposed and vulnerable near the gathering masses of
barbarians moving into Germania and Gaul, was a strategically unsafe base for the Empire, and thus
expanded the city of New Rome on the Dardanelles straits, creating what eventually became
Constantinople. By moving the political, administrative and military capital of the Empire from Rome
to the East, as well as the Imperial court with all its attendant followers, Constantine laid the
groundwork for the eventual schism which saw the two parts of the Roman Empire become two
entirely separate entities, go their own way, and eventually collapse piecemeal under repeated
waves of invasion.
  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine the Emperor David Stone Potter, 2015 An
authoritative and vibrant new account of the extraordinary life of Constantine.
  constantine the great roman emperor: Life of Constantine the Great Joseph Fletcher,
1852
  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine the Great Kelly Mass, Constantine I,
often called Constantine the Great, was one of the most significant emperors of ancient Rome,
reigning from 306 to 337 AD. Born in Naissus, in the province of Dacia Mediterranea (modern-day
Niš, Serbia), he was the son of Flavius Constantius, a Roman army officer and a prominent figure in
the Tetrarchy, and Helena, a woman of humble Greek origins. His father's position as one of the four
emperors in the Tetrarchy was instrumental in shaping Constantine's early life and military career.
Under emperors Diocletian and Galerius, Constantine demonstrated his military prowess, initially
fighting against barbarian tribes and the Persians in the eastern provinces. In 305 AD, he was
summoned to the West to aid his father in campaigns in Britain, where he earned further distinction.
Following the death of his father in 306 AD, Constantine’s soldiers declared him emperor at
Eboracum (modern York, England). Over the next two decades, he would overcome rival emperors,
such as Maxentius and Licinius, in a series of civil wars, eventually becoming the sole ruler of the
Roman Empire by 324 AD. His reign marked a period of significant transformation, both militarily
and administratively. To strengthen the empire, Constantine initiated a series of reforms. He
reorganized the imperial administration, separating civil and military powers to create a more
efficient system of governance. Acknowledging the need for economic stability, he introduced the
solidus, a new gold coin that helped curb inflation. This currency would become the standard for
Byzantine and European economies for nearly a millennium. He also restructured the Roman army,
creating specialized units that could respond swiftly to internal threats and barbarian invasions. His



campaigns were successful, pushing back groups like the Franks, Alamanni, Goths, and Sarmatians,
while resettling areas abandoned during the Third Century Crisis with Roman citizens, thus ensuring
the empire’s stability and continuity.
  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine the Great Captivating History,
2020-03-24 Constantine the Great is a complex figure surrounded by controversies and
contradictions. The sources history left for us to read are often biased one way or the other as he is
the first Christian Roman emperor.
  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine Paul Stephenson, 2010-06-10 This
“knowledgeable account” of the emperor who brought Christianity to Rome “provides valuable
insight into Constantine’s era” (Kirkus Reviews). “By this sign conquer.” So began the reign of
Constantine. In 312 A.D. a cross appeared in the sky above his army as he marched on Rome. In
answer, Constantine bade his soldiers to inscribe the cross on their shield, and so fortified, they
drove their rivals into the Tiber and claimed Rome for themselves. Constantine led Christianity and
its adherents out of the shadow of persecution. He united the western and eastern halves of the
Roman Empire, raising a new city center in the east. When barbarian hordes consumed Rome itself,
Constantinople remained as a beacon of Roman Christianity. Constantine is a fascinating survey of
the life and enduring legacy of perhaps the greatest and most unjustly ignored of the Roman
emperors—written by a richly gifted historian. Paul Stephenson offers a nuanced and deeply
satisfying account of a man whose cultural and spiritual renewal of the Roman Empire gave birth to
the idea of a unified Christian Europe underpinned by a commitment to religious tolerance.
“Successfully combines historical documents, examples of Roman art, sculpture, and coinage with
the lessons of geopolitics to produce a complex biography of the Emperor Constantine.” —Publishers
Weekly
  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine the Great Hourly History, 2021-10-25
Discover the remarkable life of Constantine the Great... Constantine the Great was one of the most
pivotal figures in the history of the Roman Empire and the widespread expansion of the Christian
religion. This is in no way an understatement; Constantine was not only one of the last truly
powerful Roman emperors, but he also successfully reconstituted the whole Empire according to his
vision of Rome's future. He played the most significant role in transforming the Empire from a
Greco-Roman pagan dominion into becoming a bulwark of the Christian faith, granting for the first
time real temporal power for the early Christian Church. Without a doubt, Constantine the Great
changed the world as we know it. This is the story of his life and his vision in full. Discover a
plethora of topics such as Groomed for the Throne How the Roman West was Won Unifying the
Empire Reforms and Conquests Taking on the Persians The Death of the Emperor And much more!
So if you want a concise and informative book on Constantine the Great, simply scroll up and click
the Buy now button for instant access!
  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine the Great , 2006
  constantine the great roman emperor: The Roman Empire Under Constantine the Great
Matthew Bridges, 1828
  constantine the great roman emperor: The Life and Times of Constantine the Great Dimitrios
George Kousoulas, 1997 Appendices include: The Administrative subdivision of the Roman Empire
and Coins from the Constantine period.
  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine and the Conversion of Europe A. H.
M. Jones, 2011-03-23 From his influence on economics and governance to his pivotal role in
popularising Christianity, this is a compelling exploration of the transformative reign of Constantine
the Great, Roman Emperor from 306 to 337 AD. Constantine the Great (c. 272–337) was a pivotal
figure in the history of both the Roman Empire and Christianity. The first Roman emperor to convert
to Christianity, he eradicated Christian persecution and was influential in the religion’s spread
throughout Ancient Rome. His rule was marked by sweeping administrative, financial, social, and
military reforms designed to strengthen and stabilise the sprawling empire. His introduction of the
solidus, a new gold coin, effectively combated inflation and set the standard for Byzantine and



European currencies for over a millennium. Constantine and the Conversion of Europe explores the
complexities of his religious policies, his support for the Christian Church, and the profound effects
of his conversion on European history. A thoughtful and engaging account of one of history's most
influential emperors, this book is perfect for those interested in Roman history and early
Christianity.
  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine the Great G. P. Baker, 2001-08-09 This
sharp, engaging biography details the life and achievements of Constantine the Great who unified
the Roman Empire, adopted Christianity as its official religion, and transferred the capital of the
Empire from Rome to Constantinople.
  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine Margaux Baum, Julian Morgan,
2016-12-15 The rise of Constantine marked a pivotal and transformative time for the Roman Empire.
Besides imposing many important changes to Rome's government and currency and a reorganization
of civil and military spheres, Constantine is also well known for being the first Roman emperor to
embrace and eventually convert to Christianity, a religion once oppressed and reviled by pagan
Rome, and for shifting imperial power to the eastern part of the empire. In this book, the life of
Constantine the Great, as he would become known as, is explored, analyzed, and enlivened via
historical images of artworks and ancient Roman relics.
  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine and the Conversion of Europe Arnold
Hugh Martin Jones, 1948 From his influence on economics and governance to his pivotal role in
popularising Christianity, this is a compelling exploration of the transformative reign of Constantine
the Great, Roman Emperor from 306 to 337 AD. Constantine the Great (c. 272-337) was a pivotal
figure in the history of both the Roman Empire and Christianity. The first Roman emperor to convert
to Christianity, he eradicated Christian persecution and was influential in the religion's spread
throughout Ancient Rome. His rule was marked by sweeping administrative, financial, social, and
military reforms designed to strengthen and stabilise the sprawling empire. His introduction of the
solidus, a new gold coin, effectively combated inflation and set the standard for Byzantine and
European currencies for over a millennium. Constantine and the Conversion of Europe explores the
complexities of his religious policies, his support for the Christian Church, and the profound effects
of his conversion on European history. A thoughtful and engaging account of one of history's most
influential emperors, this book is perfect for those interested in Roman history and early
Christianity.
  constantine the great roman emperor: 4th-Century Roman Emperors Source Wikipedia,
2013-09 Please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from
Wikipedia or other free sources online. Pages: 71. Chapters: Constantine the Great, Theodosius I,
Diocletian, Julian the Apostate, Honorius, Valens, Arcadius, Constantius Chlorus, Constantius II,
Constantine II, Valentinian I, Constans, Maximian, Galerius, Gratian, Maxentius, Licinius,
Valentinian II, Maximinus II, Jovian, Flavius Valerius Severus, Crispus, Constantius Gallus,
Magnentius, Sextus Martinianus, Valerius Valens, Licinius II, Dalmatius, Vetranio. Excerpt:
Constantine the Great (Latin: c. 27 February 272 - 22 May 337), also known as Constantine I or
Saint Constantine, was Roman Emperor from 306 to 337. Well known for being the first Roman
emperor to convert to Christianity, Constantine issued the Edict of Milan in 313, which proclaimed
religious tolerance of all religions throughout the empire. The foremost general of his time,
Constantine defeated the emperors Maxentius and Licinius during civil wars. He also fought
successfully against the Franks, Alamanni, Visigoths, and Sarmatians during his reign - even
resettling parts of Dacia which had been abandoned during the previous century. Constantine built a
new imperial residence in place of Byzantium, naming it Constantinople, which would later be the
capital of the Eastern Roman Empire for over one thousand years. Hence known as the founder of
Eastern Roman Empire and the first in line of Constantinople Emperors. As the emperor who used
his government to empower Christianity throughout the Roman Empire and moved the capital to the
banks of the Bosporus, Constantine was a ruler of major historical importance, but he has always
been a controversial figure. The fluctuations in Constantine's reputation reflect the nature of the



ancient sources for his reign. These are abundant and detailed, but have been strongly influenced by
the official propaganda of the period, and are often one-sided. There are no surviving...
  constantine the great roman emperor: Constantine and the Cities Noel Emmanuel Lenski,
2016-02-29 Roman Emperor Constantine raised Christianity from a minority religion to imperial
status, but his religious orientation was by no means unambiguous. In Constantine and the Cities,
Noel Lenski demonstrates how the emperor and his subjects used the instruments of government in
a struggle for authority over the religion of the empire.
  constantine the great roman emperor: The Immortal Emperor Donald M. Nicol,
2002-05-09 The first biography of the last Byzantine Emperor.
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